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AN FA^KNlNd AVITIT THE TELEURAPII. . 

‘ TIki S])i(lcr’H toiich, liow cxcmisitoly fino, ^ 

J’cclfi at each thn adi and liven aloii^ tlic^inc.’ 

On nrriviiiL( at the' .station, T fouiaj that my 

Avliich A\"as to 1ia\i* tuvn soiit on from town, 
had not , arrived, T’hero was no time to lu' lost, and on 
applyiiij; to the superintendent of the station. :fi order 
was eiiven to make 'inquiries at iamdem In- means of 
the telei;Ta|i1i. Jmjjatieiit to get sonu* information 

about the missing baggage, I strolled to the electric 
telegrajdi ollic^e, to hear whal wa- the answer joeeived. 
Rut no satisfactory information had as yet becji 
ol taiiu ’ , on the contrary, nothing at all was known 
alKnit the mailer. I Avante*! another message sent up 
to toAvn, but on working tbe needles, it was found that 
the telegraph avus engaged in eorrospoiiding Avith some 
intermediate or branch slation. » 

i 'Jdio clerk, Avith Avhom 1 eoiitinued ehat ling lhrov.^h 
' tla- little oj)eiiing Avljere all eommimieations are giA-en« 
I and received, \;'as very .young ;^but thei^ Avas some- 
thing 111 Jiis maniK'r that prgiossessed yon favourably, 

' and, im)reover, tbere. was a total absence of that abrupt- 
ness of speoeb and quickiu'ss of naiiTfer tliat seem to 
i bave become a seeond nature with our^aihvay otiieials. 
At last be invited nu* to enter liis olllee — the very 
thing 1 liad been nianauivring for and longing to do— 
for as 1 squeezed my head through the f^nall ojjcning, 

I and looked into the snug room, Avarmly <‘ar]>eted, and, 
although it Avas the hcginuiiig of A\igiist, with a tire 
hnniing in the grate, I could .just eateh a glimpse 
of the small mahogany stand and dial of the tele- 
’ api’a])h, with Avliie.h he had been talking to the people 
in j^undon about mv tninllb, and wus vei'A" de.^irous 
of seeing a little R Avere l,A iiig about tie 

table, Avliieb seemed to indicate a taste not only f(jr 
literature, lull for fts more i^na.gi native ])ro(l,uetions ; 
i and so, tbeii, as wo sat over tbe cheerful lire, oih- coi^^- 
vcrsalion taking its tone from 'the vohinVi into wliieh 
J had ^lipped, Ave chatted about aiAhors, st.A IcAand 
; sneli matters. ^ • • 

I ^ * ^"ou Avould lyjiellf iKdieve,’ he said, ‘how sucli an 
einplovmeiit irs i*liine toaelies one cnrtne.ss: hoAv one 
gels into the hahit-^f jg^^iiig %diat one lias to sayjji a.s 
I few words as possible, and yet Avitli perteet clearness. 

1 ^^■rite oet?asionall.y little articles, and I liiid ths^t in 
tJiem 1 uiieonsciously a^void aUyj^edun(f!uiev of words^ 
just as when transithttiiifa; a mess.^e. Yon Jiave no 
idea Avhal a lengthy affair the messages are Avhicli Ave 
have given us to transmit, with so *man^ useless 
expressions tluit make the imyniry, or Avhatevei* it may 
b(*, nearly tAviec as long as necessary. In delivering it, 
we cut it doAvn about one-half, and yet* our veraion 

AUU.. XA-. 


^ tells all tlftit is to be saiil ipiite as intelligibly as thft ' 
original.’ y ' ^ : 

(‘anse, no doubt, is, that those avIio Avant to gi^e , 
sonu‘. hifon^iation about a Jiiissing thing are anxiciusglo ’ 
describe it with all exactness, in order to niakefis sure ! 
►as po.ssible of its lu-ing reeogn;j|ed.’ • I 

^ ‘Rut the details on such fiecusioiis,’ he auswen'd, ‘are ■ 
really Ajithont end. jNoTv avc, fur our parts, ^*.ize on ■ 
tbe salient features: we .give tlie nei-ess.dry marks or; 
tcdceiis, and these onl.i'. For noMiing is tlie telegrapli 
so often put in rc(|ui.sity)n as to iiu^uire about ladies’ 
dogs that are missing. Hardly a day ])asses Avithout 
such inquiries. And such descriptions ! A perfect 
history of tlie animals' liabits and virtin's: it seems 
tliey Ju?v(*r can say enongli. 1 have often thouglit how 
they would he slax.-ked did they l>ut sci* how all the 
long history of their faA'onrile.s is roiidensed into a 
eou]>le of lines. And yet it answers the i)urpOBC as i 
A^elI.’ 

TTc here turned round to the dial-plate of the tele- 
graph, and after a moment's Alalyhing, lookial again into 
tlnv volume, the leaves of Avhieli lie avms tSniing ovtr. 

‘ ^V’a5 any one speaking to you ? ’ 1 asked* ; 

‘Not to me; they are talking vitli tlie station.’ 

‘ Rut hoAv did^ yon knoAv it? — what made y>.>u look 
ui)?’ I asked. 

‘ Riicause I heard the Avires.’ 

‘ That's very strangle/ I observed ; ‘ my heiU'kig is 
unnsnally fine, .yet I heard notliing.’ ' 

‘ It is habit ; besides, perhajis, .) ou heard th« vibraiipu ‘ 
too Avitliout knoAving Avhat it a\ as. M.y car.s arioso idive | 
to the sound, that, as I sit la ve reading, the insluat j 
the hands of the dial move, I hear tlieiii. That Ioav 
elie-k-click attracts my attention as surely as the bell.’ ! 

‘There is an alarum, is t^iere not, Avhie‘h sounds Avlion ! 
t)KM-leidc's^att(MUie)ii is nupiired?’ * . | 

‘ Yes,’ Im said; ‘ this is it.’ And so saying, he touched j 
a Avire, audiinstantly a lianinier .struck upon a l>cl4 
making a slJw', penetrating, long®(’ontiimed ^ 101 * 0 . ‘!But 
I generally stop tlu* coinn|?inieation with it, for iiis so 
loud, that it is extremely disagreeable to be disturbed 
by*tl|* ringing of that thing at one’s shoulder. Resides, 
J#hear the other just as Avell, let me bo nevgj s^ 
^umerled in A\diat I am»ibout.’ 

• I iioiv heard aueli a tnap as takes place wlien, od 
jfuLLjng your knuckles an electric machine, tjjio 
si)aik is fnxlueed. It Avas repeated, and on looking 
m), 1 saw tlie needles reeling to and fro. The clerk 
observed them for a moment, and then rising, went to 
the mat’inne. Bty-kAvards and forwards they AA'cnt, to 
the, right and ^to •the lejl then with a jerk half-way 
back again — left, right^left — left, Jeft— jeflu jci'k— 
right, left, jerk, and so on ; w!|ile the clerk, who heldt 
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iwo handles hanging from the ins^tfniont in his hands, 
‘^every now and then would als^give a j^ood •rattle with 
'them, and puu them .tight %nd*loft, and gi\c an an- 
ftwerhag jerk. All theiune, of course^ ho was looking 
at the dial-^)latc, as ho would have done intcj 
the oduntonance^f a iM'rjon who Vas speaking to him, 
iMAd whoso cliark’tcr hi fain would learn froir^ his 
jiOoks. Jerk, jerk, jerk — rattle, rattle, rattle — ^all Avas 
•dehe; and writing down tho message a sl»te beside 
he copied it afterwards on a paper to^ g^vc to one of 

the portits. Jt was about some boxes sent on to 

the last train. 

know what clerk sent dowm that amesaage, he 

said. * If was ^ 

‘But how do y^u know which clerk it was?’ 

• ‘By tho manner of liisi handling the nceflles, and 

^ro who is 


their corresponding movements. 


#brking them as iV 1 saw the person witli my \‘yes. 
You of course wvould not detect any ilifTercnce in the 
vfcrations, yf‘l tluu’c li a very great ilitfereneo. There 
may b% timidit 3 ’', indeei&ion, Hurry, or firmmss, in their 
niovemeiUs. You sco quite elearl^^ if the person speaking 
Jo you is inarier*of AvliaAie is about ; if he does it m ith^ 
ease and decision, or ir he is spelling lii<q 
nnxiousk nlKjut getting ilirougfi the matlcrAveH And 
it if} not onl^^tho quickness of the d(‘livcry that slums 
whether the person is -^kilfnl or not, hut his> very cha- 
racter cominuniontes itscdf to the wirc^i, and bho\?s 
itself in the movements of the iietdka,’ 

‘How strange ! — and it is really possible ?’ 

‘That in a man’s movemeiils umeh of his cliaraeter 
is shown, you will allow. Well, as he takes hold of the 
handles to work tho telegraph, ho does it in a w^ay cor- 
responding with his ow n particular individuality. Tlint 
is communicated to the wire**, and here on tho dial- 
plate I see tlio inner man before me. 'Pho tutsoh I 
just mentioned is a very good felloAv, but cautious, 
undecided —never feuri' s^lullicr what ho does will ho 
quite right or not. Ik i,s always hesitating ; as soon 
as his hand kniehes tfie iiistninient, 1 know it is he 
instj^tly. There go tie' needles slowly from one f^de 
to the other,* a^ if not (luite certain about going across 
or not; they never go back suddenly, but always take 
their time, and move right or left hesitatingly, and with 
no decided swing. It is as like the man w lio is moving 
them as it is possible to be. It is quite a reflex of his 
mind ; there is tfio impress of him exactly ns he is. 
And i^ very natural it should he so. h’he least hesi- 
tation 0** doubt eommimieates itself invoiunftu-ily to 
the hands* as yarn hold the Iiandlcs working the tele- 
graph ; and so' fine and sy mpathctu’ is the' conducting 
j)OWer — bO bcnsitive arc the wires— that every passing 
.shade of feeling is felt by them. On the dial-plate it 
is all Ix'trayed. Just as the mind of him at the other 
end of the, wire is ivavering. exactly so tlie needles are 
wavering too. Yow lie feers more sure ; and yet that 
very same instant the change that has gone^n within 
him is marked there also : the needles swjng directly 
Vitb sudden decision.’ 

‘This is really vcry^ntetjpsting,’ 1 said; ‘aiitkit i- 
besides, to me at least, a ne^v wonder connected Avitli 
electric communfc'ation. That one should he able to 
talR with a person a hundred miles off, as if tlicyifw'wo 
b^oth face to face, is Certainly extraordinary ; but th^itT 
flie*^fr0ctions of the mind and tliyr sudden 
•houVl be instantaneously trailmittcd such a dibtanccj 
— ^perhaps even before the ijidi^dual himself was aware 
d^them — this is assuredly very much more w^dorfiil ! ’ 

‘ It i.s not,’ he continued, ‘ in the manner of tlelh cring 
a communication only that you discover tho sort of 
person with whom you have to do. The way in whi^h 
he receives yours is also Very indicative. Onoislow of 
thought, will let you give tho whole w^l’d -^while anotlicr, 
of qLuicl^ ftctoiprehcnsion, aiid^jf a bolder nature, will 
^ve the sign, ‘‘1 unrh'rstand,” at the first* letters. 
Ttm ve*X jerk, too, v^hitn signifies that you know what 


is meant, is given by oncPAi^th a decided, ''uri', firm 
knock ; wliile with another, of a lie&itating cliaracti*r, | 
the needles seem to be hesUatin{^oo ! ’ j 

‘•Just now',’ aiiid I, ‘ivliile^ you were rccciiing a , 
message, I observed that every now and then you ga\ e 
an u|uisualTy strong jerk — mig>li stronger than the 
othorav^'What did that mean?’ 

ObT^w Y i^, laughing, ‘ that was an indignant “ Un- 
derstand The other w'as stopping to sec if 1 Ijnew 
well that hfthjjd said, «ud I showed, by my manner of i 
^ 13 ’ing yc^, that I Avas out of patience wdth his^dibtriisf. 
*SiK*li Uudcr&tand,’^fivcn in that brusque manner, j 
is not cj%u*tly very civil *. but I realty can’t help it — | 
one gets at last out of patience with such tlawdling.’ 

‘ And will the otlur, tliink you, underbtaud that hi^ j 
qiiesHons and slowness put you out of path'nce ? ’ , 

‘ No doubt of that. I knew he uiiflerstood tho 
Aiay I answered Jiim, and Avas sulky about it, for hih 
manner chatiged directly'. In the way I said “ I undcr- 
stanfl,” Avas (ji.prc&sod besides, “ Of course I understaud ! 
Do get on, can't yon, and don’t stop to ask sneli fooli'^h 
questions!^’ Tljat is Avhat we call an iadigmitit 
nndei stand ! " ’ 

All tjiis hit(Tested me nmeli; and wo talked 011 , now 
about i faAoiiritc author lying on tlie talilc, now 
of thi', lliiiig, now of that, only iiitcrru])t('d oeeasio]i.illv 
bj’ tlie cliek-eliek of (lu* malio'vinv tasc*, that, like a 
something endued w ith lik‘, Aias (ailing its attendant 
to* come to it, and take* heul. But A\hile there, as one 
in presence of ‘•ome^ ilenuuiiac thing, tho telegrapli 
exerci-^ed a sort of spell oa er nu* ; and I ahvays recurred 
to it, much as our conversation on other matters wouhl 
haAe pleased me at any otlu'r tinu'. 

‘ You must not leave the tidegranh for a moiiu'iit?’ 

I observed. ‘There must be always some one hire to 
watch it, end h(‘ in readiness ?’ 

f Yes ; 1 or n\v brother n‘ntnin here alwn} s. AVc take 
it by turns. Night and da\ la or 1 am here, lie Ja 
‘gone to-day .'^>me miles off; so I liav*' taken hi> wateli 
for him. 1 was on duly liefori' ; to-niglit, therefori', will 
be the third night I luive keiui up ! ’ 

‘ Jt must he very fatiguing for you ; besides, you 
cannot vonfui;* to d«izc a little, lest something should 
ha}>iH'n.’ ^ 

‘ I’lnmgh I were to do so, if the \\ireH began to moAc, 

I sliniml awake dir(‘etly. I cannot tell yon hoio or win/ 
it is, but if there is slightest tri'inoi, 1 am sensihli' 
of it at oiue.* AVliether*! hiMr it or feel it, 1 do not 
exactly know ; but I am sensible that they are mov iiie ! ’ 
‘By intense Avateh fulness, by eoiistnnt eompanuai- 
8hix> Avith that animate jet lifeless thing, a sort of 
sympathy, or nuignetie inlluinec — call it AAhat you will 
— may exist hetweim \ou and it,’ 1 ohser\cd. « 

‘ It may be so,’ he iv*plj#l ; ‘ hut le.dlj' 1 e'mnot^ij'. 
The strain of attention •tecnpalion wjth th(' 

telegraph x^i’oduccs is a cry great. While reading oil’ 
the communirations jus^ giieii, .y«ur mind is (Ui tho 
strcteli. * 'I’he intentiiess of oliservation aaBIi wdiieh you 
must follow Mie needles in their movements is Aery 
fatiguing, 'rfierc is nothing hardly that demands suidi 
ininwo ntteiition^ for a slight inistaki*, and ,you losi' 
thc€hr('iid ^f the n^'aning, and this (lireidly causes 
delay. Besides which, yofi get cofift^i|jd.’ 

‘ I’lds constant slate of cxeitemem^miist, I should 
think, at last make ils^f felt# ;^^voiild ho hi^ddy 
iuter^sliug to ^Observe the infl1!fl^*eft would cxcTcise. 
Noav. in yourself, have I asked, ‘ remarked that 
any change ha* taken place since j on have hccii occu- 
pied aaHIi the tclegrafi— that •you are more irritable 
and excilwble than Before — oriihat the constant tension 
ill Avliich the faculties are kept has at all affected you ?’ 

‘ 1 thiuk it fias made me more excitable than 1 was 
before. It certainly lias an eflect upon the nerves. Tho 
Aibratiou of the needles, for example, I should hear 
mu^li farther-off than you would — so far, indeed, that 
you would think it scarcely credible:’ 
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‘ Besilles the constant flttention and the nic^ht-watch- 
iii", I have no doubt that the incessant, quick, uncertain 
motion of the needlflis backwards and forwards, and 
from side to side — that •constant tremulousncss wl>*ch 
you are obliged to observe and to follow jjjo closely — 
must tend to irritate.'ii . » 

‘ Yes,’ he replied, ‘ I daresay* it is so. A^^ight, 
however, oi* is seldom interrupted. To>^iirt^ doming 
the foreign mails arrive, and then the despatches for 
the newspapers have to be trAtosmitteJ* iiSThis'''lakefl 
about a^jCouple of hours or more close, uninterruptetP 
work. When a^ correspondeivce continues tihis Idng 
without a break, it is very tiring for the aiTind. As 
soon as it is eWer, all has to bo written down in a book : 
this is the most uninteresting pai;t of our occupation. 
Every message, important or not, is entered in a jour- 
nal, and then, from time to time,* the accounts and 
money reteived are sent in, and the journals at the 
difTerent ofliccs compared, to see that all is right. ^ All 
tins is tircsomo enough, hut it must he dclie.’ 

^ In this wniy you hear all the Ibreign news before 
any one else. When the first morning editidn appears, 
to you it is already stah'. 1 wonder, thongh, that x»or- 
soiis who have anything secret and iiniKirtaut to traiis- 
' mit, should like to trust their secret to two individuals 
i 'vlielly unknown to them.’ 

‘ Oh, there is no fear of our divulging anything,’ ho 
2 '('])lied. ‘ G(‘t sonuithing out o^aii eh'ctrie- telegraph 

clerk ifv'ou can ! Jlesides, we ai'ofonted to the striettfst 
seciTcy ; 1)011 nd, too, in a good round sum of money, t 
\v lii(h. w( ieust dt'posit as security. Tiierc is nothing 
to be gel .mt of us, I can assure you. It would never 
do if it were otherwise ; for often matters of very great 
iiniK>rtance are forwairded in this way, and the coii- 
lidv'iu;e i)laecti in ns must bo entire, and our swreey 
above cvq^i susi)ieioii.’ <« 

Il(* afterwards showed mo his dwelling. Close ,to 
tlie olliec was a sitting-room, and oiJtiositc this the 
kilehen, &e. Above stairs were the bv'^lrooms ; and* 
though all was on a small scale, <the arrangements were 
as cotnfortabk' as one could vvish. I observed this to 
my jiew acquaintance, and that all was neat and well 
pi an nod. * 

‘ Yes,’ ho answertnl, ‘ it is so. The company have 
nut been sparing in making us comfonablc. All is as 
nice as Ave could desire it to l)e. It is really very iicecs- 
sary, however, that it sliould l)e so ; for, being obliged 
to ho idways here ready and’ on the v\ atch, one could 
hjirdly do Avitlvout these little c;omforts. My brother 
and I are Iiappy enough together.’ 

‘ 1 should think,’ I observed, ‘the employment must 
havt‘ jiiilch in it that is pleasant — a charm peculiar 
^'^oitsulf?’ 

‘\T)U arc right,’ lu^ said»^ ‘at first it i)Osscsscd an 
indescribable cliarqi*,»i’^cro Avas sometbing mysterious 
about it ; and it Avas a\ itii a strange feeling, unlike 
any tiling I had ovej knoAvu, ,1jia t I used to find myself 
holding converse; Avdtli otliers far oil’, and ^a|ehing, 
as it were, their countenances in tlio di'|.I-platc. B.!*t 
the novv'lty over, all tliis died awuiy ; and though I 
' still like the employment, it is no logger investcdlAvith 
its original charm.’ ^ ^ « 

‘ AVT'i’e you lon^iiA. learning to work ? ’ I inquired. 

* ‘ Not very Jc^?g— it is not so difficult; but it takes 
a long time before yoij are aMe to road the commiini- 
(aitions sent to is to say, qui(^Js:ly and aisily. 

Tlio speed with Avhich a message is conveyed deiionds 
much oil tlic person rcccivung it ; tbi;^ if he is quick 
and clever, he will uuderstamL wliat the words arc 
before they arc spelled to»the cna ; rfind so, meeting the 
other, as it wen;, half-way, the coramimicatioii is car- 
ried on with great rapidity,* • 

Here the hammer of tlie alarum, whieft, before 

we went into the'eiher room, had been set, began 
making a t/emendons ijoise. r» 

‘Ilal* said I, ‘some ctio is ^<lbout to speak wiUi; 
you.’ * , J. 

, We went to the dooj* of the little parlour, and looked 
into the office at tlie needles. Tbey wejo moving back<» i 
wards and forwards Avitb their nisual ^lick-click. 

‘ Is ifc for you ? ’ 1 asked. 

^ ‘ Yes,* he replivd ; ‘ so many times to the right, and 

so many tii*je^to tlie left, that signifies s^tion/ 

^ ‘ Wliat is it about ? ’ I inquired, as I watched the two 

needles, wliich, by their different movements over the - 
small segmerci of’a circle, expressed cverytliing. 

‘It's about the down-tjain to-morrow. Wo are to 
send up sonic carriages.’ 

‘ And where is it liom ? ’ » 

, ‘ Eroin tftc chief station in town.’ 

The needles soon moved again, y ■ ^ 

‘ still the p(;oplc in London who fiire speaking ? ’ 

‘NF; ;now it is the station.’ • % 

I iioAv h.fd an oiiportiinity of seeing ly;)w r^iiekJy 
my companion read the movements of the needles, 
•incessantly came the jerk, ijj|^'aning 'I understand;’^ 
•jji^ain and again at qiiiekly-reiieated intervals. Cliice 
there an unusual Siovemeiit, and I aftcewards 

inquired what it iHeant. 

‘ I t meant,’ he replied, ‘ “ Say that once more.” 1 
cdnld not make out \yhat Avas said; and, just as I 
imagiued, the other elcri;s had madi; a mistake.’ 

Now came the answer ; and it Avas astonislimg how 
quickly it A\ns delivered. As omvs words iiour out 
of the mouth in speaking, so here they were poured 
forth by handsful. How the needles rushed backwards 
and forAvai’ds, then halted ! iioav came a quick shake, 
and then off' they dashed to the side Avith a bold 
decided SAving ! T’licro was no hesitation here. Rattle, 
rattl*', rattle; right, left, right : on it went AAutliout a 

lianse; and soon the people at liad got their 

ansAver JVom the snug little i^irlour at the ^ station. 

• The evening had edosed in, aiM there k still sat over 
the# lire. A fire — a coal-fire in an Ihiglisii grate h?ls a 
wonderful attravdion for an Englislmuin'Avko lias been 
a long time from Ids old home. Tliis. was -the case with 
my seif ; and therefore it was, I suppose, tliat I hung 
about the hearth 'as one does about a spot that is 
fraught with jileasant recollections. It Avas quiet, and 
elieerfiil, and cozy. Presently the clicking noise was 
heard again. 

‘All, ah !,it is from the station,’ said jjiy com- 

panion, rising. ‘ It is a friend of uuiie who is speaking,* 
he continued. ‘ He wants to know if I shall fiomc iip 
next Sunday or not. “ I— don’t— think-- 1 shall,” ’ he 
said, repeating the Avords he was expressing by the 
Avires. ‘ He asks me if “ I am alone.” “ No — a— friend 
— is — liere — Avith — me.” ’ 

‘ I am glad you have somebody Avitli^ou, and are not 
alone, for •fit is most confoundedly dull,’ came baeklu 
reply. 

‘Almost bvery evening,’ said my eompanjou, ‘wef 
have a little chat before niLditOfjmes on. Jle does not ‘ 
like T)cing alone, so he talkg with me.’ 

‘ WhoTiavo you got witli you?’ asked the friend so 
lonesome at the station. • 

• ' — one — you — kuoAv’ — Avas the answer. 

•‘I t^ll^you what,’ I said, laughing, ‘I’ll give .Mfti 
t-iddle. Ask him, fromlue, “ When did Adam first use, 

% Avnlk*ing-stick ? ” * \ * 

‘ When Ero presented hifii with a little Cain icane)f 
came bacK as rejily almost directly. 

‘ Confound tlie fellow ! ’ I exclaimed ; * I am sure ho 
ftnew it before ;’ and we both laughed heartily. 

Confound — the — fellow — I’m— sure— he — kncAv— it 
— beforS* — repeajjd my companipn by means of the 
wires. • ^ 

‘ Look at the needles,’ I said ;» ‘ liQW tSey are 
movingl’ \ • * 

# • 

-Y-.j — rr— — 

* Every month, I believe, 
f If J remember rightly, L.flOO, • 
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‘ Yes, lie is laughing/ lie rclilied ; ‘ tjiat moans 
laughing! H(»is laughpig lioaifty}^!* 

■ Shake! shake! shake! slui^kc! We laughetLtoo in 
return by telegraph, jilst as we wer® then doing in 
reality. Another '^hearty laugh,* cAmc back, with » 
,* Good-night ! ’ wishq I ‘Good-night’ in return, and 
oar bit of chat was over. ^ 

And soon after, bidding my friend a good-iiigbt too, 
I left him to pass the long hours till morning in com- 
panionsVrp with that wonderful tiling, wldeh, tliough 
lifeless, was so sensitive," and though inanimate, could 
"ydt make itself heard by him who was appointed its 
watcher its low yet audible vibrations oeing as the 
pulsations of a heart that e>t intervals, by its faint 
beating, gives sigtfi of vitality, 
o 


• A NOVEI^ OF THE SEAwSON. 
Ai/THOugu roihantie hctioii is the most univcrsally- 
papuAar of all the numerous departments oj’ art, there 
seems fc) be •‘a widely-spread conspiracy abroad to keep 
it down to a iwjre mtnt^'enary trade. It receives no 
fostering but in the slrapc of pounds, shillings, and, 
pence— f^ihd even this, it is sliid, to a very ni^^gardly 
amount in these last days ; and if at any time a critic 
ventures to measure it by the rules of Ids craft, and Jo 
regard the work under considtyation as a whole, he is 
immediately met by an outcry from the publishers. 
These geiitlemeu — taking them of course as a body, 
and without minding the exceptions — appear to derive 
but little mental profit from the materials in wbicli 
they deal. TJicir notion is, that to develop tlie stor}^ 
of a novel, in order to examine its artistical merits, is a 
kind of robbery : they would have the critic present to 
the public some beautiful bricks as a specimen of the 
building, but by no means analyse its nature and i>ro- 
portious. They thiiikcthht two or throe descriptive 
columns will Vlamage irremeeliably th(?ir two or three 
volumes ; for who will care to send for the book to the 
library when -he alri?ady knows how the plot is con- 
cocted, and that the heroine is manied after all ? It 
is true the great standard works, of which edition 
after edition comes pouring from the press, are well 
known to everybody botli in their story and charac- 
ters ; but unless the novels of tlu^ season contain 
mysterie% to attract the curiosity — they will not sell. 

It wotjla be easy to show tluit even as regards the 
mere fact tliis is quite erroneous. The jjlot of a novel 
M'hich excites any attention at all, is publicly known 
and commented on within a few days after i)iiblieatioii ; 
and the book is not read the less on that account, hut 
the niore.* We do not go to^the theatre to find out the 
denouement of i^play, hut to derive pleasur<^ from the 
skill with wliich a known dLUiouemciit is brought out. 
YVe have all, even the most ignorant, rn intuitive 
feelMig tkat tlie story jr the comedy is a work of art 
subjecU'd td our criticism ;#and our silent comments, 
our tWs, our laughter, or our chqipiiig of liands, are 
ail^okens that we understand the privileges and duties 
of' Qur office. ^ • 

• the notion we allude to is far worse than a mii»- 
takC) ibr it shows the utter imlifie^ence that*iJtevaili^ 
Inspecting the advancement of beautiful departments 
of art in question. The puljlishbrs desire their novels to 
sSl oit the instant of pdblieAtion, before their mal merits 
or demerits are knowiij and they look upon those there- 
fore- as enemies who deprive* tliem of thti suppostx^ 
advantage of mystery^ When the season is over,<a 
of the kind has' no more odoiit to theia senses 
jihan a primrose after spring, lliey flrc^uite satisfied 
i$ ithe bemi successful^ and look to a new crop 

jjfotliexi aiiilogies of tlie other depifUments 

ii|)on them, and romantic iictiua | 
: 


is to remain a mere toy of ^isfiion — a mere paStime of 
mental indolence, in secula seculoruni. 

Tlie majority of revieivers on tli^r part are very ready 
to ^kc the cue from the publishers, partly because the 
latter supply them with books, and partly because the 
plan ti^josed upon them is far Easier than a compre- 
hc 1 1 si ^ IT i t ici s i n . Tlioy have too much knowledge and 
riCieetioirSlJlilieve in a fallacy wliicli would ^hrow down 
roinajjtic Ajfion from its place in high art; but- the 
^kllacy^is cotf vaiicnt, a&l to uphold it prudent, and thus 
kwe find jn any persons who have assumed the^iiamc of 
crilV-s closing their series of extract^ from a popular 
novel wit^i Ihc declaration, that they would consider it 
unfair to imi eil the mystery of the plot ! Under such 
liatronage, it is iio v^onder that novels of the season 
rarely dcs(?rve any other fate than to die and he forgot- 
t(‘U when the season is over. Once in an age a genius 
ifke Scott may appear to fulfil the conditions of art ])y 
mere inspiration, iiiuihle to describe or compri'hend the 
process by wliich he works ; hut to form a scliool of 
cultivation, and thus elevate tlu* department to its true 
place in literatun*, is impossible under iiresent cir- 
cuinstanees. Great writers must go on as heretofore, 
lavishing their powders each on a single province — some 
acquirilig a reputation in design, some in character, 
some in moral colouring, some in material colouring — 
hut none achieving or even attempting a work of high 
art; and small writei^, who cannot boast of distinction 
a.s'’ regards anytliing in jiarticular, must he satisfic'd, 
fts usual, with hciiig inc'luded in the ehit-c'hat of a 
mouth, and receiving the congratulations of their ac- 
quaintauces as the authors of a novel of tlu' sejison. 

As a type of the. individuals on whom this injusticro 
falls heaviest, wo take, the author of ‘ Olive.’ We 
dealt witli lier wo'tk of last year witli a careful though 
unsparing^'hnnd ; because, 'with all its faults, me saw in 
it the germs of something noble. This young woman, 
,gnvoIoped in the anonymous ^ eil, rising in the; miflst 
of the clamorous crow'd of the metropolis to give the 
world a touch of her qiiality, appeared to us to he dis- 
tinguished by a feeling of art v. hicli wa look(*d for in 
vain among the .‘rreat majority of her more expi'rionccjd 
(•ompetitors. She Jippearei] to have' expencled some 
thought upon tl’o w'ork she had undertaken ; to have 
considered it ns a tiling to he compoundcul of various 
and harmonious and not as a mere vehicle fijr 

display in some pi^ince pc'culiarly lier owm ; to have 
looked upon it as an essay in art wliich — with an 
author’s jmesumption, but hiding her face as a woman - 
she was about to hang up in the great gallery of lite- 
rature for public inspection as a lueture, as a whole. 
This fixed our attention upon the artist, and altliough 
‘The Ogilvies’ j>as.sed away, as a matter of course, ivit)/' 
the .season, wc were ciiriotks know wdiat slic^ it^Fuld 
do next. She has done just IiojkmI. ‘Olive’ 

is not an aspiration, but a performance: it is a ivork of 
art, with^uot a few shortt^^imings, aftd even deformities, 
but still a work of art ; and notwithstanding the low 
ahd incrcenafy fet'ling^ that surround heu* like an 
atijici«phere in the business of literature, and the 
depmvation in wTiicJi she must live of all hold and 
getiCTons Byiiipathies,#vc a^e entitled, from tlie growing 
principle of vitality we discern creations, tg 

indulge the dream that they will by ancl by, in spite of 
the evil iiifiuences of the^timo^^is5£j.o he reckoned as 
novels of the ^'ason, or novels oiTflie gemeration. 

Wj; presume to term ‘ (ilive ’ a 'w^ork of art, because of 
the unity of purpose, and subordination of parts to tko 
general effect, which AiYi distinctly^ visible throughout; 
a condition lecogffiscd as fmperative in all other 
departments of art — in music, painting, sculpture, 
architectj^rc — as well as in romantic fiction. The 
heroine, in* whom is embodied the author’s thought, is 
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a portrait of woman, aft exponent of the fuuctiona, 
beauty, and power of the sex, completely irrespective 
of material circumstJfcnoes. But here tlie- fixedness 
of the author’s idea, tin? earnestness of her zeal in«its 
development, even while proclaiming her aj^true artist, 
leads her into a trnMsgn^ssion of the rules art. 
Olive, in order that she may ow(f nothing to exWuals, 
in order tlfat the divorcement hetwcQ^jjpifftral aijil 
phyf'iical beauty m.iy be complete, is d^ormed: a 
manifest error, for art is carcfiilAiot to degftide dlture^ 
Slie mif^ht have been ungraceful ; she might havc^ 
been plain to excess; she miglit have heen*pale* to 
sickliness ; b^t the moment the line of ordinlry, natural 
symmetry is broken, she is removed out of the circle 
of our poctiml sympathies, to wlycii she can only be 
restored — if restored at all — by slow and ]iainful e^orts. 
'fhe author, ns she proceeded in her task, beeam(‘ ' 
conscious of this; for Mu* deformity diminishes as thh 
young girl grows older, as the time approaches 
her spiritual charms are to awaken hun^^n love ; and 
towards the close of the narrative, it is all\idcd to 
rarely and slightly as sometliing that luuf better be 
forgotten. 

But this defect is only recogiiist'd to 1 k‘ such at the 
period of lift? wc liavi' aliuiled to ; before then, iftis pro- 
ductive of many striking- and beautiful effects, wliieh the 
critic nui}' regi’ct v ert' not brought out in a niorc legi- 
timate manner, but wliich the geiu'ral reader accepts 
j witliout question. ()liv(''s mother is a weak heaiity, who 
j dotes on tier scaire(dy less weak and equally beautiful 
j husband, "aid looks n])on the cliild, wlien it comes, as tlie 
I future- peacemaker between her and tlie haughty family 
in which slie is a liitlierto nnaeknowledged intruder. 
In lier imagination it is to have a sf)methingof Angus’s 
I likeness and something of lier own; or, in other words, 

I the baby is to he tlie bean ideal of a child-ii and the 
j sc!enc in which the terrible truth is disclosed to yje 
I young mother by tlie imrsi' avid doctor is finely wrought.^ 

! This is tlie conclusion : — « 

I ‘ ‘^Sbe shall lie christened aft«?i' our English fashion, 

, doctor, and her name shalk bo Olive. NVhat do you 
: think of her now ? Is she growing pryttier ?” 

‘ 'fhe doctor bowed a smiling a'Sscnt, jrid Avalkcd to 
' the window. Thither Elspic follow'ed^iim. 

! “ Ye maun tell her the truth — 1 daurna. Ye will?” 

' and she elulehed his arm with eager anxiety. ‘‘ An* 
i oh, for Godsakc, say it saftl>% kindly! ^ Think o’ the 
I)iiir mithcr.” 

■lie shook her off witli an uneasy look, lie liad 
ne\ cr felt in a more disagreeable position. 

: ‘ M rs liothesay called liim l)aek again. “ I think, 

I doctor, her features are improving. Hlio will certainly 
]‘'’^)e a heuiity. I should break my lieart if she were not. 
Anihwhat w^ould Angus si^' ? Oomo ; what arc you 
and Elspie talking so mysteriously ?” 

“ My dear madam — hern !” liegan I)r Johnson. “ 1 
do hope — indeed l «im sure -f^oiir child will he a good 

ehild, and n great comfort to both her parent'”-* 

“ (k'rtainly ; hut how grave you are about it.” 

‘‘ 1 have a painful duty — a very painful diit}\” lie 

replied ; hut Elspic pushed him asidt^ % 

“ Ye’re just a fide, man ! ^ Ye’il kill hej* Say #our 
say at ance ! ” • 

‘ The yomagYnother turned deadly pale. “ Say what, 

Elspic ? AVhat is Jie lining t#tcll mo ? Anigus ” 

“ iS’o, no, my darUT^eddy ; your hi*band’s *afe;” 
and Elspie flung herself on knees beside the chair. 
“ Blit tlie bairiiic — diniiit fear, for it’s i^lie will (f'Goil, 
luid a’ for gude, nae «loiibt — *«yie sweet wee bainiic 

is ” * • * 

“ Is, I grieve to say it, deformed !” added Dr Jolm- 
son. * . 

‘ The poor mother gazed incredulously oif him, on 
the nurse, and lastly on the sleeping child. Then, 
witliout a word, she fell back, and fainted in Elspie’s 
arms.’ 


Tliis child is horn •during tlie fiither’s absence ; and 
when he at length re^i«*ns, the weak n»ther is filled 
witli shame and terror as the miVieut a])|)roachcs wJien, 
she must presenJt to him his fiiftt-horn, 'I’he presenta- 
tion is the ground of | quarrel. Tlii^ w'eak Mrs Uothe- 
say had deceived her husbald throughout as to the 
defortnity; and in reproaching her^ith the //<?, his 
maseulMie weakness has some occupation which renders 
the blow^^loss stunning. Love, confidence, respect bo- * 
tween the vended pair, are at an end, or at Jeast at 
, the beginning of the end ; andOlive, neglected by both, 
and left to the impulses of he^ heart and genius, aet€d 
upon by thef external forms and te aching voices of 
nature in the solitude in^diich they lived, grow'S up a 
gentle, thoughtful, loving, melancholy^vLhild. 

The deformed child wan* felt in this disappointed 
'.fiunily ; slif w'as almost the sole tie between father and 
mqjli^r. ‘Little Olive w'^as grow^yig almost a woihai^ 
no^hut she was called “little Olive’* still. She re- 
tained her dimimitive stature, together wafti l;er girlj^h 
dress, hut fiov lace wore, as over, its look (tf pretiaturo 
^age. And as slie sat hetw’ecii her father and motlier, 
no w^ helping the one iri“lier l^^dicato fancy-w ork, now. 
*wraiiging the lamp for tjie other’s reading, continually 
in reqiK^st by both, or, when left quiet for a fiiimito, 
watching both witli anxious earnestness, there was 
quite enough in Olive’s niannor to show that she had 
entered on a woman’s Hfe of care, and liad not learned 
a WHiman’s w isdom one day too soon.’ Captain Bothe- 
say’s temxier becomes liarsh and peremptory ; thi‘ 
estrangement hi'twocii him and Ids wile increases ; and 
the annoiinecment of his ruin produces a scone in wdiich 
Olive acts as the good angel. ‘This night — and not 
for the first time either — the litth? maiden of fifteen 
might have been seen a(;ting with tlie energy and self- 
liossessioii of a woman, soothing her mother’s liys- 
terical sufferings, sinoothing her iiillow, •and finally 
watching by lier until she fell asleep. Then Olive 
crept (low’ll stairs, and knociiied at her father’s study 
door. lie said, “Come in,” iiT a dull, f ubdued tone. 
Shb entered, and saw^ him sitting, Ids head on his liaiid, 
jaded and exhausted, leaning over the Mast embers of 
the five, wdiich had gone out without his noticing it. 

. . . Tlie father lurned round again, and looked into 
his daughter’s eyes. 1\ rliaps ht^ read there a sinrit 
equal to ami tiot unlike his owm — a nature calm, reso- 
lute, clear-sighted ; the strong w’ill tiiid decision of a 
man united to the tenderness of a w’onian. From that 
hour fathervaiid (laughter Understood one finotker.’ 

Olive at length comes into society. She ftdxes witli 
the young, the fair, and the happy, and has an in- 
stinctive consciousness that she is different from all. 
She tancies that she is merely not beautiful, and the 
thought is painful, for Olive is an artist by nature, 
and a bom worshipiier of beauty. She goes to a ball, 
and no one leads her out tT) the dance »-no one hut her 
lonely friend Sara. Surely there is somolhing more , 
that causes ^his distinction? Some w'ords of a conver- J 
satioii fell upon lier ear Lliat x’ainfully ari^ised . Jief 
curiosity : tlje question ^ aiftted, and is carefully, i 
tenderly, caressingly answered — but still answered, 
and Olive know^s that she is dcforinerf 
^ /iv elTect upon the gentle hut firm-minded giflLis 
withdraw still more her thoughts from herself, and 
to dcvbtfc her affecJ:ions*and synipatliies to others. ’Trh8 
yather^ w’ho hiul spiimed the deformed infant, how falls 
gradually under her tender^sway, and the intemperate 
habits iijjto which his misery drives him arc awed afltl 
repressed by the meek looks of his daughter. She is 
^he mother of lier w'cak' mother, whom she habitually 
terms ‘ darliug,’ as she counsels, guides, and impels her. 
At her^ather’s ilijath, the orphan girl is the protector 
of the widow ; tmd passing away from the scenes 
hallowed by duty and fDiliction, they seek ■together a 
new abiding-place upon the earth. * * 

, They are now in the enviroBi|i gf Lpmlon^ tenanting 
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tho house of a painter and his s?stcr — twy characters 
draM'n with Riasterly power. t>Ile was a inost extra- 
1, ordinary-looking maif,* was Mr Vanbrugh. Olive had, 
indeed, delicately callei*! him “ not handsome,'’ for you 
probably would see an uglitp: man twice Ju a 
time. GigantiA^and unpaiuly in height, and coarse in 
feature, he certrmily was the very antipodes of Ids own 
exquisite creations.' His attention is attracted' by the 
still beautiful widow — not as a wonia^i, but as a form 


made t®ibc painted. ‘ “ Madam,” said thej*“ I want a ji^nc 


tlic immortality of my fame. Answer me— is this 
nothing?”' 

On Olive’s refusal, he looks,, af^'her with a stern, cold 
prfdc, but no passion : — 

‘ “ As yo»a will — as you will. I thought you a great- 
soul dSjkindrcd geniqs ; I find yiSli a mere woman. Jest 
on'itfCthjoW fool with his gray hairs— go and wed 
youf^ay ” 

" with a modniiul 


Grecian head. Yours just suits me. Will you oblige*! 
ifie by sitting?” And Alien adding, i]is a^sootldng and 
flattering encouragement, “ It is for rny grout work— my 
‘ Alcestis ’ — one of a series o^ six pictures which I hope 
to finish one da/ ! ” He tosscjd buck Ids long iron-gray 
hair, and hivS eyes, lighted with wild genpis, scanned 
l^uriously the gentle ereature, wdiom he had hitherto 
noticed only with tSie usual civilities of an acquaint- 
anceship consequent on some months’ residence in the 
6em£ housed In this house Olive sees tho development 
of a *'prin«plo which had existed within her from 
infancy: she becomes a pidqtcr ; and with her first 
• earnings she pays a delf of her deceased fatlua*, wldeb 
is destined to have an important cfFect iqioii her oWn 
fortunes. Tlien came the total deprivation*' of Mrs 
llothesay’s sight ; but so gradually, that it ‘ caused no 
despondency ; and the more hfdpless she grow, the 
closer she was clasped by tlnise supporting arms of 
filial love, which softened all pain, .suiiplied all nc‘ed, 
and were to her instead of strength, youth, eyesight ! ' 
Hut they are happy in the midst of all — even ehcerful; 

* for cheerfulness, originally loreigii to Olive’s nature, 
had sprung up there — one of those hcart-tlowers wdiich 
love, passing by, sows according as tliey are needed, 
until they bloom as though indigenous to the soil. To 
hear Miss Kothesay laugh, us she w^as laughing just 
now, jmu '\lould have tliought she was tho merriest 
creature in the ■world, and had been so all her life. 
Moreover, from this h, Utile laugh, as well .as from her 
haj^y fkce; might have taken her for a yo\ing 
maiden of niijetccn, instead of a ivotnan of six-and- 
tweiity, winch she really was. Hnt with some natures, 
after youth’s first sufferings are passed, life’s tlial seems 
to run backward.' 

Vanbrugh at length determined to reqiove to Italy, 
and on the occasion he made a proposal to Olive 
which startled and astonished her. This man, whose 
enthusiasm liad insinred her with ‘ a delight tihnost 
like tert'qr, for it made her shudder and tremble as 
thougJi fWitliin her own poor Irame was that Pythian 
effluence, felt, not understood — the spirit of Genius:' 
this man proposed to make his scholar his wife. 

‘“Miss Rothesay,” said he, “1 wish to talk to you 
as to a sensible and noble woman (there are such I 
know, and such I believe you to be). I also speak as 
to one like mysto— a true follower of our tdivine art, 
who to that one great aim would bend all life’s pur- 
jioscs, as I have done.” • 

‘die paused a morqe*^^» seeing that no answ'cr 
came, coiitiliued — «■ * 

“All these ypars you have been my pupil, and 
liaye become neccs.sary to me oiid to my art. To part 
with you is impossible ; it would change all my^phln« 
|in(^ hopes. There is but one way ,to pre\ei^t tiffs. 
You are a woman : I cannot iS-ke you for my son, but 
I can take you for — my wife ! ” * ^ 

^‘Utterly astounded, Olivo listened like one in a 
dream. “Your wife — I — your wife!” all she 
munnured. ' 

“Yes!” he cried, still not changing the firm, gravdj 
dignified tone in which lie had spoken. “ I ask you^- 
not for my own sake, but for that ofi^our noblS art. I 
atn a man J^ng past my yontj^pernaps* even a stern, 
rtide roaft. I canqot give youTove, but I can give you 
•glpry* Living, I can m^ke of you such an artist as no 
worbaa ev4Br dying, I can bequeathe to yoft | 


“I.ook'^pon me!” said Olive, 
leaning iff her tone;; “is such a 


one as I likely to 


ni?.rry ?| 

“1 have spoken ill,” said Vanhwigli in a touched 
and hunibfod voice. “ Nature has mocked us both : avo 
ought to deal gciitly -with one another. Forgive me, 
Olive ! ” ’ 

Tt.is is not the only offer of marriage Olive has. 
When she is verging towards the scarcely poetical age 
of tliirty, she is addressed by a handsome and wealthy 
youoig man. over whom she has exercised a kind of 
fascination ever since his boyhood. Olive is still more 
surprised than by the former declaration. She cannot 
at first coMiprehevul liim: — 

‘“Forgive mo,” she said. “All this is so strange; 
you c^Hiinot really mean it. It is utterly iinpossihle 
that you (am love iiw. I am old eonqiarcHl with yon ; 

I liave nobe.'iuty : nay, (‘ven inoi*e than that” iJere 

she paused, ainl lier colour sensitively rose. 

“I knoAvwhat you would say,” quickly added tlie 
young man ; “ but I think nothing of it— nothing ! To 
me you are, as I said, like mi angel. 1 have come here 
to-day on purpose to tell you so— to ask you to slian^ 
my riches, and iciudi me to deserves them. Dearest 
Miss Rothesay, listen to me, and be my Avite !” ’ 

While destine d to disaj>i)niiil others, slie is herself — 
this deformed girl — the victim of a love attachment 
AAdiich coftsumes her for years. And Jicre the author 
luVs carri(‘d to excess tliat la ineiple of contrast Avhich 
•rules in the sister art, and wdiich m.ay lie; seen by 
everybody iif the pictures of Turner. Harold Gwynne, 
cold, stern, almost impulsive in manner, a clergyman, 
and yet conscientiously an infidel, is the object of Olive’s 
hopeless passioR. llci has no atlraction Imt beauty, 
and that aspect of Icifty and lonely virtue Avhieh formed 
the charm of tlf^^ aiieit'nt sagt^s, ere Imman Avisdom Avas 
Avarnied and enlighttaied by a religion which throws 
the sunlight heaven upon the human character. 
This is the rjan whom dhe soft, loving, genial, pious 
Olive has singk'd from the Avorld, and towards A^dlom 
she has felt a kind of mystical gravitation ei'cn fj-om 
tlic moment when ht‘r first earnings were devoted to 
the repayment of a delu of honour contracted to his 
family by her fallier. We cannot praist* the senti; , 
mental conversion of Ihi^i infldtd priest, or tlie^jn'u- 
dcnce Avhich, Avithout any eocejdvabU' necessity,^ tlius 
tampers Avilli holy tilings in -theliSgc'S of a novel ; but 
such matters admitted, there are both grace and poAver 
exliibitOi^ in the gradual .approiM^ii of tAvo bcdiigs so 
diffenhit, till their Avhole natures are hlcnded and 
molten into one. 

It/^i8 not oxtcfnal circumstances that keep them 
asurder, and form the cinbroglio of the story, hut 
intS-nal nii%ivings. ‘^Olivt; condemns us fimtastic and 
absurd the wild hope that (‘very liolf Vud then springes 
ux) in her Av.oman’s lieart^thc Iiojac of tilings impussibU^ 
— tocher; and Handd, alrea^l^jiitit liis youth, and 
conscious of no loveable qualities, is fortified liy pride, 
and .the stern resolve of his character, against the 
evidence of tokens w^onhl have; lieen only too 
obvious to a meane/^spirit.^^ Thkj.is not unnatural, 
even considering the relative circumstances of the 
pair ; for the fiioment a man loves, all material in- 
eqiialitiec vanish, and his mistress — were she a peasimt 
girl^ — is raised from the common earth, and stands 
upon a pedestal. 

Tfiie death of her mother increa, 3 e 8 her loneliness ; 
and the addresses of another suitor, young and wealthy, 
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to wliom she had appealed aii angel from the dreams 
of his very boyhood, may he supposed to have relieved 
her from the haunjjng sense of licr own incapability 
of inspiring passion. iBut as she advamjed in jclf- 
confidcncc, tlie object of her idolatrous attachment grew 
greater and nobler. JNever did any womftn tiiink less 
of lierself than Olive Kothesay ; lyct as she stc'^twist- 
ing up herj)eautiful hair, she felt glad beau- 

tiful. Once she tliought of what Maridfi jjii told rtiT 
about some one saying she ws^ “ like a Jove.*i| Who 
said it? Not Harold — that was impossibl?? Arrangii.^ 
her dr^ss, she looked a moment, with half-fuour^ifu# 
curiosity, at the^ale, small face reflected in the mirror. 

“ All no !• there is no beauty in me. Even did he ' 
care for me, I could give him nothing but my poor, 
lowly woman’s heart. I can givc^hiin tliat still. TJiere 
is something sweet and holy in pouring round hifli this 
invisible flood of love. It must bring some blessing pn* 
liim yet ; and despite all I suffer, tlie very, act of loving 
is blessedness to me ! ” ’ ^ • 

As a specimen of the self-torture this shrinking sen- 
sitiveness intlicls, we give the following conclusion to 
one of their conversations : — » 

‘ ‘‘ But,” said llarolil, his voice hoarse and trembling, 
“Avliat if they should live on thus for years, a|icl never 
niGiTy. What if lie should die ? ” 

“i)iel” 

“Yes. If so, far better that he should never have 
spoken — that his secret should go down witli, him to 
llie grave.” * 

“ WIiat 1 you mean that he should die, and she never 
Imov, that he loved her! Oh, Heaven 1 what misery 
could equal that ! ” 

‘ As Olive spoke, the tears sprang into her eyes, and, 
utterly subdued, slic stood still and let them flow. 

‘Harold, too, seemed strangely moved, but only for a 
moment. Tlieu he said, very softly and quifstly, “Miss 
Botbesny, you speak like one who lb(ils every A\^rd. 

are tilings avc learn in but one school. Tell m®, 
as a fi’icnd, who night and dav prays ftr your hapiii- 
noss, are you not speaking from your own heart ? 
You love, or you have lovetl?” 

‘For a moment Olive’s senses seemed to reel. But 
his C 3 ^os Avore upon her — those Iruthfiil, truth-search- 
ing (\ves. “ Must 1 look in his fatSe and tell him a 
lie?” was her lialf-frcnzied thought, “I cannot, I can- 
not ! And he wdll never, never knoAv ! ” 

‘ She bowed her bead, and ansu^cred a Ioaa", heart- 
broken murmur, one Avord — “ Yes ! ” 

“ And Avitb a w^oman like you, to love once is to Ioa^c 
for CATrmoro ? ” 

‘Again Olive bent her head speodilcssly — and that 

1 Av.as all. There was a sound as of crushed leaves, and 
those with which Harold hjjd been pla^dug fell scattered 
on* the ground. He fjnvc no other sign of emotion or 
sympathy.’ 

But all tliis is m due time at an end. Some accidi iit 
always occurs — a%torm, a sSiiiAvreck, a fire,>iu, 
thing will do (and novel-Avriters, knoAving that origi- 1 
nalit^' is now out of the question, take anything iTiat 
Clo nes to liand) to break asunder tl^? chains of jwnveii- 
tioiialism, and give speech to the heart, soul, Senses, 
In this case Harold speaks frewn a bod rf almosr fata.1 
. sickness, amyn# gileaks briefly There was a brief 
silen(x*, aiuf then Olive, giidiijg from her seat, knelt* 
beside the couch ivhjjg llar'Rld lay. She 'tried to spcal^ 
— she tried to tell inm the story of lief’ one gre^t love# 
so hopeless, yet so faitliful *-so passionate, yet so^ dumb. 
But she could utter Motiving save tke lu^art-burstiiig 
cry — “ Harold ! liardld 1 ” Alul therein he learned all.’ 

The last picture, coiftained in •the last lines of the* 
book, is this : — ^ 

‘ Tlioy walked on a long way, oven . climbing to the 
summit of the Braid Hills. The night w^as coming on 
fast — the stormy night of early winter — for the wdiid , 
had risen, and swept howling over the llcatheiy ydge. 

M 

“ But I have my*Jlaid here, and ,you will not mind 
the cold, iny lassie — Scottish horn,” said Harold to his 
Avife. And in his own Jheek, ^p\v hrowfi with health, 
rose the fresh mountain^il.oo(L\’hile the hold moun-w 
tain-spirit shonft in his fearlessr eyes. No marvel that 
^)livc, stealing beside him, k)oked*witli pride to licr 
noh]p husband, and thouglit t|at not ^ the whole world 
was there such another man ! ^ 

“ I *glpry in the wind,” cried Harold, tossing hack 
his head, and braking his wavy hair, something lion-* 
like. “ It%:tkes me strong and bold. Ilov»tomeet 
it, to AA^restle with it ; to feel* myself in spirit and in 
frame, steriL to, resist, daring to aeliiove, as a nftin 
should feel 1^ , 

‘And on her part Olive, with her clinging sweet- 
ness, her upward gaze, Avas a typ(> of true woman. 
But Jlarc^d did not bend his look upon her; he A\'fs 
just then in the mood wdicn a groat man needs qo 
human interventiou — not even a#wife’s — hetAvecn liim 
iSid the aspiriilions wdiich fill his soul. * * 

“1 thinj^,” he cried, “ tliat there is a ^ull, riqli Jife 
before itk‘ yet. I Avill go forth and rejoice* tliert^n ; and 
if misfortune come, J Avill meet it — thus ! ” 

‘ He planted his foot JrmlJ'ioii tlic*grouTid, lilled his 
•[iroud head, and looked <)ut fearlessly Avith his majestic 
e3^es. ^ • 

“And T,” said Olive, “ thus !” 

• ‘ She stoic her two little cold hands under his plaid, 
laid her head upon tlioiu, (^loso to his lieart, and, smiling, 
iie.stled there. 

‘ And the loud, fierce wind swept by, but it harmed 
not them, thus warm tind safe in love. So they stood, 
true man and Avoman, husliand and Avifo, ready to go 
tlirough the world Avitliout fear, trusting in each other, 
and looking uj) to Heaveni to guide their way,’ 

Tlio reader avIII pcrcciA'C that he has Ijoro the story 
of a Model Woman, not owing Ivcr i>owcr to superficial 
or sensuous attractions, hut to the high, holy, and yet 
simple character of her mind and affections. Tins is 
Avhat Ave have called a wo»k art; and avc think Ave 

have ill some sort justified ourselve* -in so doing, 
atthough compelled to omit even the names of several 
of the most interesting and important personages in 
the piece. But still our sketch is more of the iiaturo 
■ than of the plan of the Avork, and the reader Avill have 
to fancy the thousand natural incidents that form 
the links of a narrative which lie will perliaps con.sent, 
A^itll surjirisc and regi’ct at the ndbessit 3 ", to term a 
Novel of the Season. 

INFLUENCE. 

We have been impressed with a remark -wdiich we 
recently met in the puV)lished correspondence of Bishop 
Shirley; namely, ‘The view of life which deepens on 
my mind daily is, that jts ver}^ essence is influence; 
the nature* and degree of our influence on others is the 
measure of our OAvn existence, and iiower intellectual 
or spiritual and liave been led 1 ) 3 " it into a train 
cogitation as tq Avhat ingueni^; is, and oq w"liat it may • 
he deemed founded. • 

' It might he generalising matters tdo much to describe 
fnniikmd as divided into the two classes of those* who 
•lead, apd those who arc led; and yet if Ave look ajpuqd, 
Ave Siall discover sucfli to he in a great measure the 
case', the exceptions, namely, of such as are unsuscep- 
tible of^ influence one wa/or the other, commoAly lypr- 
taining to individuals of neutral character. W'c deem 
the preceding axiom •of the worthy bishop’s, or the 
^right reverend divine’s, or at least the remark that 
folio viB,* to lejwi perhaps too hardly on the class of 
those who nre ^he rcj^icntSy not the directors, of the 

* slo * Memoirs of tho late Bisl^op of ^odor and Man/ p. 316. « 

• • • . 
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propelling: power In question ; for#*?iey may bo licrsons lieen sinj^ularly deficient in ooivJ^ersHtional talenji) found 
of worth nevertheless, and have a fnission of^usefulnoss himself at that ag:e when ‘ the voice of singing men and 
in their own \w.y to fulfil. ^ c singing women* no longer delights, and hlm^ with a 

, A curious subject of’^peculktion might at thc^outset long life of self-iiululgence, it ^’af an invaluable relief 
be started, as to whethei^ men or womeiuhave in general to Mm to be able to command the hourly association 
had most influencoy and which h%vd most nmbitiousl};* of an agreenblo woman. Of Madame de Maiiitcnon it 
aspired to obtai«\ it? — alquestion which at all events, might^^ said, as it jvas of an *i^nglreh lady of rank 
as regards the Imtory of private life in opposition to nearlj^iierc^emporary,* that ‘ she was able to con- 
tho great political arena of public events, we sh6uld be v#*sc on e^^subject, from the shawfj of sdk to pre- 
*inclined to decide in fiivour of the female sex. But destiimtion^J, but bes^le her rolloquial powers, ** she 
from w}i^«t does influence itself spring? •VW; desire to ^xercised o^T»tho half- penitent, half- superstitions 
analyse the principle on Vhich rests the' ascendancy of Oioiiarch^a degree of spiritual control which foimcd in 
mi.id over mind. itself a sciMirate ingredient of influence. She it was 

The m^>st commonly adopted theory iS that wdiich who urged fiiin to acts of persecuting intolcranec to his 
has been transmitted to us in the well-known reply of Protestant subjects as a fancied expiation for the sins 
Lconore do Galig^ii, who observed tliat ‘ she bad used of his i)ast life ; tbusiwith the one band administering 
ni. other sorcery tlian tbzfc influence M'bicl| a strong opiaUs to lull liis consci(*iico, while with the other she* 
mind will ever have over a weak one;’ and a corre- ♦presented cordials to revive his drooping spirits, 
^fioriding declaration^ might have been made by the AVlien we find history presenting us with a eatalogiie 
celebrated Duclfcss of Marlborough as to the nature of of nasnes, male and female, of those who have figureil 
th^ control sfle exercised over the we^k-minded Anno, as favourites'* to sovereigns, apparently without any 
This ii*. resqjiving influence on its highest grounds, adequate desert of their own, we conceive that the 

1 Decision of character is in fact the greatest moral lever , theory in question will aflord a clue to the mystery. 

I tjiat can hewielied: it flears a way for itself amidst They supplied tliem with ideas, they enlivened the 
opposition, and it is wonderful Jo see how feebler minds^ passing hour; thoiigli tlie peculiar talents wliich enahlt'd 
fall back, and instinctively give place to the master- them to no so have not of course been transmitted to 
spirit. Tlie highest order of minds, wc contend, are us. Suffice it to know, that the effect was felt at tlie 
not subject to be thus acted upon. Possessed in tlionv time. And such pt'cnliar adaptation to the disposition 
selves of those grand elements^ of quick peiietratioii, of their royal mastcr.s was no doubt more tlic instru- 
flrmness of purpose, and promptitude in action, which mcht by which Wolse}^ and tlie two Buckinghams 
are so useful in steering one’s i^assage through life, worked their way at court, than by any question of 
they are all-sufticient to manage the helm thcm 3 clve.s, abstract talent. The portrait transmitted to us of the 


and need not to ixiposc on the guidance of others. 

"VVe deem that the question of mciitiil ascendancy 
has been too uniformly disposed of on the preceding 


first unfortunate duke of that name, favours our view 
by sliowing how exactly he, with his ardent, frank, 
daring nature, M’as suited to till up the hiatus, as it 


hypothesis, or. as in common parlance, the phrase goes were, in the character of the cjiutious, jirond, and 
' — ^the secret oi all management is deemed to consist in somcwdiat ftieluncholy monarch ; consc(iuently the latter 
great ‘cleverness’ on the one hand; the inference — waa soon led implicitly to lean on him. Again, in 
frequently a false one — being, that the other i>arty must speaking of the sprightlim*s^ and elegant .address of 


necessarily be ‘ weak.’ 


tlie queen, l^’lsraeli savs — ‘(.'harles admired in llen- 


It strikes iii, that ofiier influences, not so readily rietta those personal grrites wdiich lie himself w.anteil.’ f 
taken into account, may be as often at w'ork as this s<» &c. and tlie influence of tftis favourite wife lias h(‘en 
frequently-pn-dicated doctrine of ‘ a strong mind,’ &c. : generally receivctlias matter of history. Yet in neither 
the iirinciple of all apparently being, the consciousness of these causes w'e bonceive there to h.ave been any 
of some deficiency in ourselves, and the perception of mental siiperiorit§' in the parties exercising inllnenec ; 
an abundant supply of it in anotlier, avc involuntarily and Charles, though not a strong-minded man par 
seek to imbibe by contact, and, as it were, strengthen eTccileju'e, still liari^ dcsi^rve.s to he called a w’ealc one. 
a weak part. • There is an ^St^)daneyi,we may sometimes oh.scrvo 

This may serve in a great degree to account for the to exist, even w here ilccision of character and talent 
likings ofithe unlike.* MY* are botli apt to ailix a high aro all on one side; namely, tluit of an import ur bn hly 
value to «i5'ts which we do not ourselves possess, and calm temper over a rash and violent one. If the 
also in daily life will be found instinctively to cherish reader's ohsevvation eorresponds with ours, he will, ive 
tho.se who in any way conduct; to our comfort or think, find conaihoration of this remark in many a 
amusement. From this root of self-love, then, so domestic circle around — o^Iy modifying the idea^ of ^ 
inherent in the human breast, spring.s the influence passion to what may be termed ^im^tuosity of tenme- 
which a mere capacity even to enUirtain wdll often give rament — and it will be found notlSnfrequently to exist 
one individual o\^ir another.^ The dull or.t^ie weary in w^edded life, Avhere the one party, raised perhaps 
man wdll make higli account of him (or her) who shall from oh8cy;e origin, hriif^s nothing hut w orth and 
succeed in pleasantly beguiling the passing .hour ; and sweetness of tenqier to the pos sessor of wairldly fulvan- 
sifch being»the ability possessed by the young by rea.son ta^Jbs, fine genius, and an irascible diKsposition. Hero, 
‘of their good spirits — b^ thq w'ell-inforrned or w€tty again, J^t us take common and now' woll-lravelled- 
wlio cifn daily strike out novelties in thought— nay, over Jpound of histoiy. To what was the influence 
by the simxily garrillous, w ho can ahvays furnisli small- exerewed ovejfcFeter the GfCj^t by his humhly-born wife 
talk— it is not strange that in the pa.ssivc seasoi* of attributable? To the uniform plaeftli^^f her temper, . 
declining life especially, we should so often find that* Vhile his own was furioqs: in this all hisloriuns concur, 
sofne^ favourite grandchild or % companion, of Vv en Jndeed, apart ‘from the selFposs^^nwhich Ckitherine 
domestjc, wholly obtains ‘tlie ear,* as it is termcil, of Jlisphiyfd in thtf affair of Pmth, we search in vain for 
the perjon with whom they l^ve. any n;cords of greatness of soul, or spotdflc ability in 


the perjon with whom they l^ve. any n;cords of greatness of soul, or spotdflc ability in 

Wiis ^principle, which will he found to porvatkj man- any way that the empress poleessed ; and even lier 
kind from the court to the cottage, forms a solution to personal charms — an cuflowmenf tluit so often w'ields 
the remarkable ascendancy whtcli Madame dc Main- •sway per have ifhver been insisted on. Madame 
tenon, whence longer young, acquired over Louis XI V.^ de Maintenon, ul^uded to above, is likewise known to 
When tA monarch (who, l)y the w^ay, is repreiented have bcen^a remarkably even-tenijKTed w^oman, and 

by the flwchess of Orleans in her ‘MAnqjrs’ to have ^ 

. ^ tW'.' r— ]|c Anne, (''OiintoHH of Dorset, Pembroke, and Montgomery. 

* See No. 132 of this Joiinial, ■ • t * Curiusitiea bf Literature/ Cliarlos I. and Jl. ifeorietta. 
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tlie same wclI-Vearingr 4 |.ug,lity was a leadiiiff feature they have filled, wiicre such is happily the case, the 
in the character erf the celebrated Countess of Suffolk, influence of friendshfp will often supervene to that of 
who in the last century was so conspicuously distin- authority, ifnd counsel Jj# sought where iUcan no lonjjer 
guished as the favoiRity both of her royal master and be obttjidcd. It is at tlui perkfe when young ptu-sonfl 
mistress. • are emancipatecUfrom direct coittrol that llu- interreqnum^ 

We believe that good temper, or at least the sem- influence is most^ipt to Ixi flll^l up, and then a 
blance of it, is essentllil in the I^ng-ruii to friend or wife frequently stepl in to j^sume the post 

tenance of female influence ; the exceptiot;s bein^jwhcrc of permanent adviser. If tin* jufluoi^* be for good, all 
that influei^ee, begun under particular M’iyjimstancci!, is well f but let it evtu* be borne in recollection, with 
is continued, from force of habit, until a j^‘ri(Kl when special rcferenco*to tlu^ case of the du(^tile-nlinded, that * 
tlic yoke, though felt to be grievous, nov«ithelcll oaiij, the Immanthgart, almost as mucli as natiire.jp‘ abliors 
not be fihaken off. AVe have already advertecl to UicJ a vacvinm and that the caiisOs which wc have ondea- 
Diichess of Martl)orough. Now her lively spirits,* as voured to triune will, we believe, he found to he i)f 
Sm-ah JenniMf/s, was in early life the pre^»3 quality ineviUihle o^ration. To deduce from them, in this 
suited as an antidote to hcii* royal mistress’s imuiity. place, any caution as t^ the assoeialions should 
Anne needed in Iut young day^ratlior to he excited permit to those for wlioin we are ^itereshMl, might 
than rocked to repose; but wlien, at a later i>i>riod, seem too trite, and would crane more under the deparf|^ 


the tiTannical rule of the favourite occa,sioncd lior ment of thi moralist than of the physiologist. It would 
downfall, wci find her plae*e supplied by tlie r/ood-teih- Ujif^wise divergr; from the immediate point at issue,* 
ppred Mrs Masham, wdiose re.afly obsequiousiics!^ was has reference to the art of mainf :*niiig influeiieo, 

better adapted to soothe declining ycars^as well as to not to what may be the possible efler-t# of it upon 
minister to that love of the ‘ divim‘ right’ which to the others. C^ir remarks, as it is, have be(;n tort much 
last formed such a strong ingredient in tl^* character protracted; and wc Jiasten to eonelude *tliem, after 


of this last of tlic Stuarts. 


I having given expression to ou j owni ofiiiion as to what 


There is a moral aseendancy founded simply on eon- 4he grand secret is in wliich all influence m:iv bo (’on- 
viction of worth, and which commends itself' to our sidered»bonnd up. It is ^contained in that pith> advice 
appreeJation by unswerving integrity, by recognition of Lord Chesterfield to his son, ‘Makk yoi iisiiLF 
of attachment to our best interests. This was the wanted;’ and the individual possessing those mental 
noble sway wliich the virtnovs Sully held over the requisites which most immediately tally with our 
counsels of Henry IV". of France; and such \»as ♦he ‘wants,’ wdll ever be foimd to he him who will in time 


counsels of Henry IV". of France; and such \»as ♦he 
naliire t)f‘ that holy siiell whi(!h Fenelon east about bis 
pupil, ’ hen he attained over him an influence as re- 
mar '.aide as ever he depicted his own Mentor to have 
done? over Telcmaehus. 


acquire the most influential control over us. 


THE CHRISTMAS TREE. 


In fine, influeneo, derivable from wlialevcr source — ‘Louisa, my love,’ said Mrs Crawford, ‘I don’t at all 
and we have seen bo’sv the qualities of the head and like this metliod of yours, or rather want of method, 
tlio lu’Hrt sevonilly tr»iutary--ruaif bo sum- kIkavs a sad fickk-, (Usimsilioii uover to finish what 

mar, y dofincl, as to Us ..fiect, as a hahU of makin^^ ^ j, 

('enain individual our in voluntary referee on every . " „ ’ 

ooca.sion, aial deomiui: that Ids or her mdgmout mus^ ‘'""S «'>PPers you wore working 

be ‘the proper thing’ by whick to aldde. And Jet it papa, and winch yon were anxioux to ^nish by 
Vie added, that much frequeutly depends on tlie prestic/e. C]jristmas-Evc ? ’ • 

that such individual bears about him : it is not always ‘In the cliiffonniere, mamma, There, is plenty of 
that our friend is jire-emmeutly# clAer, or judicious, time. I have oiil}’- the grounding to eoinplete.* 


or fliithful, but ’tis ‘ our tliinking ma^ces it so.’ 


‘Then those warm winter mitts you Ix’gan for Aunt 


eoimeet ion with this, let the force of habit be borne in Townsend. She would bo very glad of them this 
mind : it is next to impossible to disabn.^c our minds frosty iveather. You hfivi‘ liud tlieiii iu hand, I think, 
as to the merits of a iierson who has long been the for more tlian a moiilli.’ , 

object of our regard, for th^ indolence* of our nature Louisa looked annoye^d. ‘I mean to finish them, 
renders us more disposed to abide by impressions mamma ; ^ut I am (piite tired of hearing of them. I 
already received — even if wc begin to have a glimpse think you need not be so very i>artioular. J only just 

of their falsity — than to set out anew in search of want to do this new pattern of a eoiivrette beftfi-e Emily 

truth. Thus influence will be commonly found to Lawson leaves ns.' 
t maintain its ground until driven out by a strom/er iu- ‘ T should not mind aliont it, Louisa, if this were a 
flutfiiee— by one, for instillice, in certain cases more solitary instanei*. Bui I see the disiiositiou perjiotuully 
adapted to some cb-Hig# in ourselves or our position. manifested. If you suffer it to grow upon you, my’ 
The force of liabit, and the prestige of instinctive dear, you will never do j^iiything welj. Then look at 

r'‘verence, eoinbiijo most n^iturally — and it is right the of mat(*rial! There are three or four 

tliey should do so — in lliose wliose relatuNiship, &c. unfinished piectes of rug work of yours at this moment, 
have given them, so to speak, an ex of/lno Tight, of tlirust iutoMi He rent corners out of the way, faded an;l 
control over us. Tlu' very names my ‘i>areut,’ ‘pastor/ dirty from having lain aliout chairs and ^ofas; and 
‘intuter,’ &c. convey to the ears oftthe young ^ iin- whiCTi I do not believe yoJl will ever fiuisbV ^ 
pressioii that from the fiat of these sages thereys no .Louisa, wliose tempi’r was by no n\^’ans iK^rfeet, made 
appeal, and them pj;c!sumoil superiority of judgment is a soniewliat abrii][)t reply ; and her mother, seeing ^liat 
' deemed neqpil^ry to stamp proprietj' on every action., iTo ffiriher good could then be done with lier, (leased to 


But ‘when the period, of pUj^jiliigc is past, and the ex- 
panded iinportai^c i#iour position enables us spe(X*s.s-i 


^!t»eal^ gnd soon after left the room. # • 

The couvrctto»took'*up much more time than the 


fully to resist any prolonged attempt at dietatorsh ip, 4 little • girl had caleulatcMl upon — so much, that-i^inily 
we become impatient at lufVihg others to think for us. Lawson w^as obliged to return home before sljii Ij^d 
Then it is that for j^areiits ^ guardians, who would seen hedpupil sate through the intricacies of the pat- 
retaia a moral iriffueuc (4 over tfcejf young people after tern. But she left, hcdiiud what she considered plain 
the right to coerce has passed away, it will be found ^ ’ direedions for its continuance and comphdibn; whicli, 
of the lost importance th.at their own disposition and 4jowever, proved so little intelligible without tlic per- 
abilities shoulcl be recognised to be of trucfiietal, and sonal Superintendence of tlie instructor, that Louisii, 
bear to be ‘weighed in the balance;’ not merely after many fruftlcss frials, gave up the attempt in 
deriving fictitious consequence in rightt of the oflice despaij^ ; and the uiitortunatc cro(jhct-\voA “was con- 
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like many of its pred^cestibrS) to tho oblivion 
^ some iii^k-table or ohiffonnilbr^. « 

% It wat isWRT tbe T^lirsda/ before Christmas -Eve, 
« vv%ich fell bn a Monday. Ljniisa’s brothers and sisters 
ha^ all nearly prepare! tl^ little wesents fbr each 
other and for papa and mamma) Vhich were to be 
hn^, la;^Iled the sames of the i^rsons for ^hom 
they were intend, to tne grand Christmas Tree that 
#a8 then to he exhibited. Louisa, less fortimate than 
they, was working in deaeration at the only present 
ihe wa%at all likely to complete^— the paii<‘of slippers 
for papa. * 

« < Louisa,* her mamma called from her little bedroom, 
* come h^re before you do any more worlf, and arrange 
your drawers. I cannot alV'w you to leave them in 
such disorder.* # 

a Louisa muttered an finpatient exclamation, and 
Obeyed ; but in so hasty and passionate a manner, tliat 
^er mamma remark^ It, and desired her to be more 
g^tle in her idovements. 

-j^ere is^no occasion to hurry, Louisa. ^You know 
that Bdo n(^ like you to frss about, as if you had all 
ihe business of the house upon your shoulders.* 

, ‘But I shall never^^have finished my slippers, 
mamma.* « ^ 

‘ Thjit is your own fault, my love. I told ydu what 
would be the consequence of your persisting in working 
at that couvrette.* , 

^ discontentedly back again to her slip- 

irtiss, mitttering to herself as she did so, ‘ I wish mamma 
would not be so neat. She might let me alone just till 
I had finished my present. How I do hate neatness 
and order!* 

ilie Monday morning arrived, a joyful time to the 
Uitle Ciawfords, for every other occupation was laid 
aside that they might deck the Christmas Tree. A 
young fir-tree hod been cut down for the pui^ose, and 
placed in a gaily -painted tub half filled with earth. 
I^IAlppng the branches were numerous tiny tapers, 
fasbeneidiihere ready for lighting at .the time of exhi- 
hirion/ Tlie ofiildren ifew, under the direction of their 
mamina, proceeded to hang oranges and apples hy 
stringiB to snide of the boughs, and to fasten among 
thePa bon-bons, gilded crackers, figs, bunches, bf raisins, 
nbd other such trifles. Then came the disposition of 
piPsents, chiefly their own liandiwork, in conspicuous 
parts of the tree ; and at this period of the proceedings 
mamma was requested to retire. 

‘JfVlier^is Louisa ? ’ said little Emmeline. ‘ We want 
her ^mt to hang up.’ 

‘I will ^0 and look for her,* said James. ‘I am 
afrahl she is in trouble. She was crying tins morning; 
and ^hen 1 asked what was the matter, she would not 
me.’ 

J^bbr Louisa was sitting in a comer of tlie library, 
ial^uring at the grounding of the unfortunate slippers, 
the canv^ on v^ch she w&s working bciu^ so fine, 
that she could not, by the utmost exertion, advance 
l^re than one square in an hour. The^tcars were 
running down her face, dropping on the gay colours ef 
4^ Berlin wg^^ and olil trucking her gaze, so tha% she 
could scarcely the stitches she wished to fonn. 

‘Dear Loo!* exclaimed her brother, running up to 
beyond throwing his arms round her neck, ‘wh%t is 
the matter? Are you ill? Is any one angry witla 


atrityJProm her would-be consoler. But James took 
iaCe gently between both his hands, awl made 
it towards him again, and drop covering 
ifocket-handkerchiefi ^ * 

‘Cdme, dear Louisa, tell mk and I shall perhaps be 

liWeto^b^^ ^ 

L/ f 3^ dear Jainea’ sobbed the distressed child, 
me. It is quHe hopeless. I wish— I 
AHebded to what mamma said.’ a 


‘ What is it, dear ? Is it tliis work ? You have only 
a little bit of this toe to finish.* 

‘That little hit, dear James, will take-n — Oh, so 
long I I shall not be in timeavifn it, if I work every 
mi&te of the day. Tliere will be no present of mine 
on the Chrirtmas Tree,* 

‘ l£tj>at all, Louisa? We will soon manage that,* 
said Jfeies ^l ^erftillv. ‘ Say nothing aboqjt it. Wait 
tftitil I coi^Bock, and I will soon supply you with a 
presej/; or igo fbr the pitristmas Tree.* 

He* was nasfdning away, but Louisa stopped him. 
r‘ brother,* she said firmly ; ‘ I ^vill not be lo mean 
as to take tiie creilit of any present tliat is not really 
my own.* It is my own fault delaying soslong, and I 
■will patiently bear the mortification I deserve.’ 

James remonstrated, but it was of no use. Louisa 
drie^her tears. ‘ Come,* said she, ‘the rest will be 
^Yaiting for us.’ 

TOey were all very sorry when they heard the state 
of tke case, ^ and would have given up anything to 
console their sister. The Christmas Tree was at length 
complete, ^nd the sclioolroom in wliieh it was placed 
was locked up until the evening. 

‘ Now, dear papa,’ said Harriet, who was a year 
older t^an Louisa, after a great many nods and signs 
had been exchanged between the children after tea, and 
James and Emmeline had been quietly in and out of 
the room several times — ‘ no\r, papa, come, if you 
please.^* 

Mr Crawford good-humouredly allowed himself to 
be half dragged, half pushed by the exulting children 
into the schoolroom. There, wdth its dozens of tapers 
blazing merrily, giving the spiked branches that pecu- 
liar tint which they only assume l>y an artificial light, 
stood the Christmas Tree. The kind father of course 
made believe that he was much surprised, though the 
same thinf had occurred to him for the last three years ; 
and the younger children danced about and clapped 
their hands with delight, as he advanced towards the 
tree, and examined its decorations. 

‘ For dear Papa,* he fead on the label of a neat little 
box that was suspended Ifrom one of the iniucipal 
boughs. • 

James blusUed. fie had a mechanical genius, ami 
liis father having on the last Christmas-Eve placed a 
small turning lathe and a neat assortment of tools 
beneath the shadow of thOvpfristmas Tree, the boy had 
since made go<^l use of thi^L His present to his fatlier 
was a very handy little box, to place on Mr Crawford’s 
writing-desk, for the purpose of holding steel pens, odd 
bits of sealing-wax, and so forth. 

The children now began to look a little closer ; for 
while their father pretended to lie merely examining 
the tree, he was in realitjjjfccling in his pockets for^ 
various trifles therein do^sit^d ; which he quietly 
placed on tlie earth inside the tufi, as a kind of orna- 
mental barrier round the tree. 

* Stond^/fl you young ♦ogues,’h^playfully shouted, 
makingn a great demonstration of fists and squared 
elbows ; ‘ stand 06!; until I have taken possession of my 
share of the good things.* 

‘ CMj papal papa is eating all the figs!* cried one. 
Tluwc goes ivy great lmnclv>f raisins,’ shouted another. 


'Me. 


‘ Me some r begged little Willie, tfie^jn^iugest. 
Bome,pajiaI* 

‘Look hofe, Emmclin? sai(L*Mr^Crawford to his 


Louisa w'ept more bitterly than ifefore, and tpmed f wife, ^10 stood by enjoyhig ‘ Some fairy 


has procured you the very tiling you wanted — a new 
sherfttH for your spectacles ; am} here is a pincushion ; 
and there a bag— aU foa^ou.* \ , 

‘ Come away, papa^naught/papa,’ cried the children, 
^ho yrore tired of remaining inactive spectators. ‘Papa 
is dc^ everything.’ 

Papfi was oustf^ froin his prominent iiositlon, and 
tken commenced a general distribution of the presents. 
?Bven little Willie had been able to contribute. With 
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bis stoft of sared-up pennies be hod Avalkcd with liar* 
riet to the town on tlie ^ipcvious Saturday, and there 
bought some pretty trifles for dear papa and mamma. 

‘ Now let us look undler the tree,’ said mamma, ^en 
nothing remained on the branches but thg taperSi and 
a few apples and oraiiges. ‘ Louisa, my love, tljp first 
present I meet with is labelled \^th your uamc%* 

‘ Oh whilt a pretty box ! ’ said the ch^piren. Wlmt 
is inside ? Let me look.* * And me.* ‘ A#'d me.* 

‘ Stop, my dears,* said their fnammtw; must 

open it,herself.* ^ 

But Louisa d^ not scorn in any hurry to nJbve. • * 

* Why dqn’t you come forward to rtegivo , your 
I present, my love ? ’ inquired her ftither. ‘ It is a 
I crociiet and knitting-box, or w^J^atever you call that 
work you are so fond of. I thought you wouljJ like 
I something of tlie kind.* 

Ivouisa blushed, and the tears stood in her eyes.'* 
‘ Tell them, James,* she wliispcred, ‘ that 1 can’t take 
it — I have given no present to anybody.*! * 

When Mr Crawford knew liow it w as, he w’as very 
sorry; but he did not reprove Louisa just Jthen, for her 
own sense of wrong was punishment enough, and ht^ 
could not bear to see her young sorrowful face on that 
festive evening. All the children were made!*liappy — 
each in liis or her owm way; and then they left the 
Christmas Tree in its native simplicity, with the 
remains of one or two dying tapers flickering among 
its branches. • • 

The next inovning was Chris tmas-Day, and no work 
■was thoughi jf ; but the morning after — the clilldren 
having no lessons that week — Louisa set herself with 
I steady purpose to an undcrtalung she had planned in 
‘her ovm mind. Her mother coming into the school- 
I room, found her in the midst of pieces of discarded mg 
and crochet- work, and skeins of -knitting^nd crochet 
: cotton, which she w^as sorting and folding up with the 
I various pieces of work they were intended to com;^ete. 

I * Mamma,* she said, rising and thr<^wing her anHs 
round her mother’s neck, * if X finish these, one by one, 
will 3’()u have hope of my ttinendment?* 

• * I shall indeed, ray darling. Bv the time the last 

is completed, I tmst you will have fonned a habit of 
perseverance wdiich will stand yoi^ifl good stead all 
your life long.* 

A TWELVEMONTH IN CALCUTTA. 

» • 

CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES— PRKfiUXTii FROM CMRNTK— VEOB- 
TaTION of the PARK— SCENERY OF THE RAINS— LAUNCH OK A 
STEAMER — CALCUTTA SET'OUT — VENAL MARIU AGES— UOMES- 

Tica. 

.7u/y Isf. — Still, up to this day, at this pleasant place, 
where, however, our occupations are too unvaried to 
furnish much matter for journal, which has, to con- 
fess the truth, been cf late somewhat neglected. We 
walk, ride, or drive when the weather is dry enough to j 
liormit ns to g(jt out. In the house we read, write, 
w'ork, draw', or play with tue merry childfSn. All oim 
evenings are devoted to music — tenor and & hari^jne j 
have come out in the voice department — the basso 
cannot leave his office just now ; bit our violon^dlo and 
one violin are here, so we are really busy ; unA sitting 
honestly in judpgent on^ne tnotheri We are lixely in 
tlie end to^dgrtmr parts well, and get up fbr our admiring 
fri6nds a very cred^able cj^paart* • 

4M. — Mr Blitckir^ck partner, who, ty by, 
got almost quite well, is an extremely intelligent raa% 
He has been a long timetmt in India ; and fpom the 
nature of his intcrcfl^sc w^ all varieties of natives, 
he has had opportunities of judging of them more accu* 


he has had opportunltips of judging of them more accu* 
rately than many others can have done, for ho did 
come out young, and he had beer^ well educated at| 
home, belonging to a family of rcspcctahili^. He 
me ho is often auiused With the u^rtunate impression 
made upon new arrivals by the result of their ftrsfc 
slight and very limited bbservations. ' They ar^ apt% 


compare all they s^ with all that they remember | to 
mistake tlaeir own habi^ fbr customs neceSiiBxy to aB ; 
to regard a long -climbed lietion as kn establlsllj^ 
truth-aa law of nature I ^Thev make no oUowance w* 
the manners of bthpr races, for The difference of climate, 
constitution, charactcl*, usage • He fissures me that the 
people of this country are as liappy a^happier than-— 
the bu}k of mankind ; and that the reason why many 
of us doubt is b(x:ause we, with oiir previous ex- ^ 
perience and turn of mind, could not make ourselves * 
happy witii the same very ^mple means. was a 
gentle reproof for my frequent exclamations of pity 
for naked ]^opJc fed on pulse, housed in mattiflg, 
and lying on tlie ground. On the same principle I 
might weep that I wafi not bom a princess! He 
show^cd me that the poor Jlindoo, little as I think of 
him, is gciod-humourcd, satisfied, content with his ov^ 
ways, >^^ng for nothing beyond what he can pos5esj|^ 
nor at pNI|i»nt capable of enjoyiiig^any higher pleasures. 
And ‘ conteiilment being great riches, **wjjat more can 
we wish him, and why waste compassion whori it 
is not wanted? • * 

Tliis philosophical conversation wa^ disturbed by the 
^entrance of a box-wahler with the most tempting Dacca 
muslins, on the display if which the gentlemen one and 
all fie^ to the billiard-table. • 

lOfA. — I am not sorry, aft(jr all, to find myself once 
more in my beautiful apartment at Chowringheo, even 
though the quiet life we led at tliat cool and pleasant 
bungalow was so much more to my taste than the com- 
pany doings of this gay house. I was latterly seeing 
nothing of my husband, for he has really plenty of 
business. Anotlier barrister has been laid up, an^ has 
left all his work to Arthur ; and as every one tells me 
tlmt he is sure now to succeed, wo arc going to pmpare 
in earnest for our lengthened sojourn here, and we axe 
actually arranging our establishment! We want to g^ 
a house in the town, in an airy situation, small, yet 
large enough to contain the law chambers ; so that there 
being no carriage necessaly /or the transiJert of the 
fjentleman, one pair of horses may do both hipi and 
the lady, and we can either ride them or drive them as 
we like. We are no expense to my brotl!br-jn4aw here 
beyond what wo two consume in the eating way at his 
always abundant table, because all our servants are, 
like his, on board wages, as are all servants here : they 
all attend on tlieir own masters, relieving the host and 
his household of every trouble; rfhd if we were not 
here, some one else would be. That is indeed one reason 
why we Tvish to go, for we take up the sqiare apart- 
ment. Besides, wc ought to have our owi^ house, in 
which, as befits a man of business, we mean to live 
more quietly thafl we can iminagc to do here. We 
talked tliis alKover at the Hive, and settled and 
aiu’onnced it, and mean to act upon it at the pKiiper 
time, haring only yield^l so far to Cary as to pronfiso : 
not to he too easily satisfied with % new lodging. I 
found a pair of very handsome Cashmere shawls wait- 
ing for me here from one of Arthur’s successful clients ; 
and a turquoise ring, a ch^rm, I understand,, frfim 
another. No one has !gain oflered money. It is a* 
system this I cannot like; but being the custbm, and 
these presents not so very costly,^! submit. I shall 
*turn one of the shawls into furniture, this being, also 
allowable. 

iWVing tbro^h tlie park yesterday at Barract|Mfre, 
when quitting it, I thought it all looked freriier than 
ever. *rhc variety of the trees gives such a pxefiy 
to the* scenery, the peopul and the dark richn^s d^^lts , 
massive folia^ forming so good a background tO ^ 
airy tamarind, with its light and tender leaf and its 
flexible branches: then there were clumps of curious 
ban^oo, almcist the usefullest of all most bopntifUl 
iltd;ure'6 piodtlctions to an Indian, combinhig l^e 
of a post %ith the lightness W tube, md 

capafie, while growing, of ^hig bent led into why 
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t r ^ piirposes.y" There is a hedge of 

’ hamboo btitween t|ie park and the road ; it makes the 
^ bairt of all ieace«r grp^jring qmta thkk at bottom, and 
, carrjdng up ' an equal and yfery impervious barrier for 
thirty or forty feet as ihe eye measnsfcs. The stems 
Iprow ^nite like ouw coi>sewood, a«gi^t many from o&S 
ahoot ; and when cut ovjrr, they qUickly spring again. 
On the eastern side of India they attain a much larger 
than they do here. They are the same ^p^es as 
tlio cane, but more like a reed, such as one might 
expect find in Brobdignag; in hict thisftrf c is classed 
' with tho grasses. The fetems arc hollow, except at the 
joints, above which they are constantly ^ut nearer or 
I farther up the tube, at a proper distance, lor different- 
sized cups or vessels. Houses, carts, utensils, fences, 
almost evei^hiu^;, is 'made of this invaluable reed. A 
flank or other bit of maiiufactured wood scarcely 
. e\'er seen in a native house, except in sucli as imitate 
^^he ‘Europeans. Thq leaf is long and spiral, growing 
so luxuriantly, ^as quite to conceal the formality of the 
atem^, so tlilht when these are allowed to grow up to- 
geijier|i>the cl»ihip has a graceful shax)c, spre*ading oiit 
at llie top like an ar^^^ The peopul, at a distance, 
i'. sqmMbat resentoles the Scotch chn, with the i)ocu- 
[ iiarity I mentioned regarding ^the trunk — that it hx^k^ 

' ns if made up of several ntems stuck together, o^oursc 
gfibrding no timber. The tamarind is most like oiir 
ash, but much more beautiful. There are one or two 
' banian-trees in the parlv by fvay of specimens, but 
th^ are young, and comparatively small ; the effect of 
the ehoots descending, with the long fibres attache<l, 
wliich are to take root, and to send up each a new tree, is 
r veiy curious; they hang all round the parent from every 
braiiieh like so many pendants. There are also in the 
park some trees of the cedar trilje in appearance, 
one Or tiro Of which show to much advantage in a 
group of more spreading kinds. Ix)rd Wellesley seems 
studiously to have avended planting all such trees as 
,1 we suppose indigenous to the soil — the palm, the date, 
the cocOft-nut, the plantagi, the mongo — wliicli was 
surely a mistake? th^y are some of them beautiful, 
;imd A1 ejffective when well arranged. * 

\ There are % great many varieties of pretty flowering 
V shrubs in the pleasure-grounds near the iiouse, whicli 
Ihe rains have brought out into great beauty; and there 
Is a wcil-laid-out flower garden ; but the flowers, to my 
Ipind, do not equal tlie flowering-sbrubs. Hie j>ome- 
the wleander always struck me* as the 
brii^test among a bright show. The zoological rarities 
werb few^and made but a poor appearance ; #80 I have 
no tender recollection of any of these living wonders, 
saving my oneBiend among them, the portly elephant, 
we so frequently met in the retiree! lanes bring- 
ing'liome upon his huge back the load of branches for 
his^pper, ^led lugh beliind the little //Wkik/, always 
petted upon Mb neck. 

tJie vivid grebn, so ornamental to the 
once bare landscape, wc owe to the rainy clouds a deep 
and varied sky, especially about sunset, sqjch as w'e 
n^irer saw during tlio clear hot weather, unless latterly 
# jW before*a storm. Th« rivCT now fills its banks, §nd 
miikes ^ui^^ figure;* and wc still eigoy the 

!, luxury of sitting all day with oix^n windows, though 
lier€i«at Ohowringliec we lose what much enlivened 
vie'iV from 'rittyghur^the traffic on tlie Hoogly. Ever 
sincc^the rmns began, never lesa than from thirty to 
boats were in sight from the Hive, Ihiostly swetping 
tf Calcutta with the produce of the up-country, 
^kese were veiy sma^l and picturesque^others 
lamnigh ; scarcely any of them had decent sails, 
pretended to somethiag of the kind. They 
a gix^ater niuM)er of men than bnq would 
be necessary, w'bo do not sit like our ^bat- 
to their oars but meli4(^ their bodies 
dm IP, Jose half thepoiger (ff thftr stroke-^ 
of 'Skill, or peihapi':' 


strength. Yet I have seen af heavily-laden boat dragged 
along by men^ — towed by tli^, walking at a good steady 
pace, Mrithbutapparent difficulty ;|ihe stream, however, 
was . in their ikvour. In specsfiattiig on the extent of 
thia^ver- traffic, we must recollect that in India there 
is no land-j!krriage, except that ppon a monfs head or 
a bul^^’8 batik ; thej>e are no roads admitting of any 
other. •I'ancj^hot railways wmild do here the cliaiige 
ttt&y would' mltke— the wonders they would work ;,,tiie 
case vhrich they oauld bci formed where labour is 
#0 cheap, alid *a dead level extends on all sides for 
diundreiliib of miles ! ^ 

13 M. — It/is dtcidedly less airy here ftian it was in the 
country, but a great deal more airy in this Chowringhee 
road than it is in Middleton Row, just beliind us, where 
I had to go to pick? up a friend this morning, with 
whoift I was to drive to see the launch of a new steamer. 

' Wc proceeded first to the court-house, to secure Arthur 
as our attendant, and then wc wetit on to tho docks at 
Gard\»n Reaclj.. A shed hod been erected close to tlie 
stem of the launch, which we found crowded with 
peoi>le, among whom our Parsec friends irvere con- 
rspieuoiis. They had, I fancy, somctliingto do with the 
new vessel — part owners ptwhaps — at anyrate they were 
in somcnmthority : they came over to us, and conducted 
us close up to the fine boat, whose hull only had tieen 
visible from our first position. At a distance, the vessel 
looked very gay — wg hod l>een admiring her all the wa^^ 

I we came — dn^ssed up with flags ; her dc*cks erowdeni 
with people. The Parsees placed us very well, for the 
huiTa bihi, who was to perform the ceremony of tlu^ 
christening, passed close to us, supported on one skh* 
by a memlier of council, and on the other by the native 
owner, bolding in her hands a smartly decorated bottle 
of claret, attached by a long string to the launch. The 
workmen immediately began to cut away the blocks, 
and in a f(f» moments oil' sprung the vessel, canning 
the4bottlc witli her, which swung against her side ns 
sl/c dartwl forward, and broke ; while a sound, meant to 
infonn us of her name, smned to issue from the moving 
lips of the grt'at lady, but was lost in the shouts of the 
multitude. Tliere is alwaj's something exeiiing in, 
seeing so many f>e®ple collected together, all intent on 
one object of interest ; but this particular crowd made tlie 
more impression Uixin mp, as it was the first deserving 
of the name I had seen composed of these dark-coloured 
individuals in all their gf|(Sties of costume, and many 
of them BO near^o me, tnmlheir ccuntenance.s and their 
actions were plainly oliservable. I thought them very 
still ; their voices fwble, comiwired with the hurra that 
would have rent the air on a similar occasion in our 
own country. The only hearty cheer given came from 
the few Europeans present, and tlie loudest proaioded 
from some English sailors Ijplonging to merchantmen 
in the harbour. ^ 

16M. — Arthur has Ixmglit a pair of Arab ponies and 
a little phaeton *, a dead bargain, he thinks — (iK ajwr 
than usnal^ Ixjlievo, for h#raes are dear here : L.lOO 
the current price for a good riding-horse — L.150 not 
iinfloininon. These are less costly than the little equi- 
page we first fell in Jpvc with, and not exactly so hand- 
some, Ipt quite gocA enough to satisfy me. A fkmily 
going €0 the Cape wera glad to disiiose of all their 
chattels without delay ; and as 1 reuHy %<i)^evc wc shall 
^ot keep our health eitl^ unless ive ride,'iif a country 
where, for so Ip’eat a parflff the J^ar* we find it im- 
{msibleHo walk,«we consider this p(!ri:hase a necessary 
part of the stock in trade, like the writing-table, dork, 
pei^;.&t;* We roiie accorilingly night between two 
hdi^ "lowers, M'atchingstur tim^so yrdl, that we di<l 
a drop from either. * 

; have just Jiad a visit from my little ftiend 

looking sJ happy, that 1 think she must, by 
sd^ contrltranoe or other, have hdurd of the young 
OaiWf officer. I don’t belicr^ she has forgotten him, 
riie is very impcnet^lde on Die subject. We 
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tried he» one day at the JliV^, quite unintentionally of 
course. Something was sakl about a Mias Bayley’s 
marriage. She had (^spleascd her fkiends by confess- 
ing an attaqhment to a jsou'ng military man, when they 
had disposed of her in their own minds to a midfie- 
oged civilian. Nobo^ could understand* her folly. 
Girls, it seems, don't come out to dndia to idease ^cm- 
selves as to llie future companions of theii>Uves, btit to 
assist their families by making such alltknces as wiR 
bciicnt a whole sisterhood, tlietfortunatc ^sbaad of 
the docile bride l)eing expected to contribuTft the funds ^ 
requisite? for the next importation. It sometii^es h^p- ' 
pened ill the gootfold times that he has hadi^o repay to 
the lady’s relsftions the cost of his own bargamt but this 
fashion has passed away since rupees have been less 
plenty among the Company’s servaifts. Poor Miss Baylcy 
is, it seems, tlie advanced-guard of a considerahlc^^on- 
nection, sent for by an uncle to aid in the promotiop 
of her train, and despatched by her mother with injunc- 
tions to sacrifice every feeling for tlie <yie objett in 
view. And she has done so. She is a pretty lively 
girl, showily, but not well educated ; and they exposed 
her fresh from scliool to the wearini^ss of a live-months* 
voyage, under the care of some lady of Mhom she 
knew little, and where was a handsome man, j!|er first 
admirer. 

23rf. — Some great man dead ! the minute-guns are 
firing — have b<^n firing for half an hour. We were 
all ill much anxioW, fearing that a friend was gone, 
till word was brouglit that the mournful eve/it Ifad 
occurr*'(] in another jiresidency. Tins was a relief 
to us, buJ iliere would be the grief somewhei*e, and 
the sound was saddening. Wo hear the guns from 
the Fort very plainly when the air is very still, or 
when the wind sets this way, or when tliero ia a hush 
among the busy crowd upon the Moydaun. The even- 
ing gun quite startled me lately one very qtfiet night : 
and 1 recollect a lady saying it half killed her vatli 
terror one day she was dining with the commandant^ 
it appeariHl to bellow forth at her elbow.® 

2o//i. — We were much alarmed to-day by Caroline 
fainting twice. We sent tft oiuaj for the doctor, who 
seemed to think she liad only been #ver-doing herself 
a little witli all these parties durtng llnj rains — seldom 
a healthy hea.soii. He lias kep^ her on her sofa, leaving 
licr some simple prescriptions ; and as one can’t trust 
these servants, I sat up with her for fear of any 
relapse ; but she got to sleep early, lu^ she lias slept 
oil, and it is now past midnight. 

2Qth. — I could not sleep, for I had gone back in 
thought to childish days before Cary had seen Edivard, 
when slie acted as my governess and my nurse, sitting 
up with me, don’t you remember, in some infantine 
illness, and so faithfully watching my slow recovery ? 

1 went out into the veranda, to up and down there 

a wdiile, throwing a shawl over me, and putting the 
laini) into u shaded comer. It was very lovely tliis 
eastern scene : thlj clear sk;^, the stars so b|;Uliant, the 
moon so full, the white, flat-roofed houses alU peopled 
by gazers like myself, the white pillars of the veraudbs 
and the projecting porclics shroiu^ in their scrcH^ns 
of luxuriant shrubbery — all calm, And still, andlhieace- 
ful, but not quiet, for the vativ^s love tli^se cleat, cool 
nights, and Ibe^sd^vants were awake, talking gently, 
and- moving silently ; and the measured of thc^ 

chokedars,- or qigh^uard;«^SIotio sounded above the 
murmur of the stUldIcss. There are »o pdblic*watclA 
men ; people are therefori^ obliged to hire their owm 
guards, as it would ^ unsafe to Iqgve the ptemlses 
unprotected. ^ ® ^ 

30M. — Desired ayalit just in se many words, to seni^ 
my carriage (hoVv grand w e haif«e become 1), at such ah 
hour, to the eourt-hoUse for lier nialter, I licard hetr 
deliver the message to tlie jemodar, who wis of cqum^ 
oil tile landing, in at least double tlie number of vfSewkt^ 
received from me. He w^ to find the*sJid«r) to wdiom:* 

• . 

he preached quite a.^mon on this short text ; and the 
sirdar decidgdiy made*a lecture and a-half out of it for 
the coachman. The tiiu^ occupied among* them wohld 
have sufficed for the driv^. In general, in this hoii^ 
we employ no meslium of communication when we have ■ 
ah order to give; biit, ijontrary to ali» Indian rule, send 
at oupe for the actual servan? want^t^ and tell him 
shortly what he is to do, otherwise ft friend of yours 
and mide ^might * lose a tlirifle of timper,’ as a merry 
Irish acquaintance, the tenor of our celebrated and " 

, rather delaj^d^concert, would say. How true if^is that 
► these little household troubles* fret us more than real 
disasters L It has sometimes been a difficulty to me lo 
avoid anger for wliat anger would not cure — the indolence 
and the indifference of th|( servants. It is vefy nearly 
impossible to keeji them in order. Tl^ir total want of 
pride in thq appearance of tile various articles of ihrni# 
•ture th^have charge of, and tlie damp of the climate,* 
makinjiP^her an extra degree of ^are necessary, coni-^ 
bine to rdisier the task of sux>crvismg tiA3ir occupations 
a very serious annoymice. Cary, who is 'betive, ^onS 
of managing her family, and no gix^at loycr o'R qu£t 
»pursuit8, has, I believe, pleasure in visiting every hole 
and corner every day within and without, including j 
ftic stable department. ^What indolent I can make of' 
thesis icAe people I really fear to think of! « 

• THINGS TiVLKEI) OF IN LONDON. 

Decembet' 1850. 

Wfi are not all gone demented, though you may find it 
hard to believe the fact : there arc some among us 
w illing to hear, see, and say nothing, and work on 
hopefully. Our chemical philosophers, working in 
their lalioratorics, find the laws of affinities still pursuing 
their natural course* ; geologists have met with nothing 
especially marvellous to disturb tlicir theories of up- 
heaval and subsidence ; and the astronomer-royal lias 
not yet been frightened out of his propriety by the 
appearance of any flatulent! planet, comet, or nebula, 
in the field of his telescope. ‘The woild still circles 
where it did, 

Among a multiplicity of matters pressing for notice, 

1 am a little pu/zled w'herc to begin ; perhaps Faraday’s 
discourse delivered before the Iloyal Society us their 
Bakcriau lecture may be taken as a worthy subject to 
lead off w ilh — it w’ould not be easy to select one more 
interesting. You are of course awjwe that this distin- ' 
guished philosopher lias been for several years pursuing 
his researches into the magnetic condition (^f bodies, 
during wliich lie discovered the prime fact of the exist- 
ence of a class of diainagnetics as well as nfagnetics ; 
that is to say, certain substances which are repelled by 
the poles of a magnet, as well as those w'hich are at- 
*tracted. lie now finds that the constituents of our 
atinos}>hcre come ajso within these scries : oxygen is 
attractecly while nitrogen 5s repelled. » The first experi- 
ments were performed with bubbles blo^vn in soap-suds, 
and afterwards bubbles of glass were used, which admit 
of being cnarged readily with any soft of ga^ and so 
ma4e available for experi|nent^and inquiry. The result » 
show's that oxygen stands in the same magnetic illation 
to gaseous bodies generally as iron kj tlie other metals^ 
with these facts as a gromidwork, Mr Faraday 
flniilds up a most ingenious theory in explanation of the 
maggeric phenomena ^^aily observed in many dif^rent 
parts of the glolJb. Tiicse consist, as I have more than 
once explained in your Jounial in articles on , 

trial Mi|guetisni,’ in certai\i movements of the magn)^ , 
needles, or rather bars, susiiciided in the observatories, 
at cc^rtain hours of the day. At about nine O’cl^kfi^ 
the raornfhg they begin a westerly movemeni*^;. w^ 
iis maximum at some time in the altemoon, 
when the bar Jgradually resumes its former postrion. 
IXlieae movelacnts, kivwui as tlie diurnal ^arinttcms, are 
greatest in high north or south latitudci^ aid least in 

^ 1 
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^ And equatorial regiouiE . The oaiue of them 
ioh^ been A paramount object of spec^tion among 
■ and now, aoooidipg to Mr Faraday, this 

iihse is dUoo^r^^ « < 

; updalretiind tlu^^ Ve must rememiber, that in pro- 
iro^ l)^atod, so does magnetism diminisli: 

!, |tiht Ae same witif oxygen — increiise of tenjpera- 
' decrease oNmagnetism. Tlien also we are not to 

i toget thit the earth is a great magnet, wi^ Mnes of 
force, as Taraday calls than, though other 
' say tlicy are only lines of dkeotion issuing , 

\ fVom Olio of its poles, and bestriding the temperate and 
*?eftuatorial zones as so many mighty rainbows, until 
: ; iiiey re-enter at the other pole. At the t^‘o extremities 
; they W compressed somewjiiat closely together, but 
; become pore opqu as they rise high into space. These 
particulaiw b^ we shall lia\p but little 

;,1^fflculty in comprehending how that, when the sun^ 
i pises, and warms thc^atmosphero, it immediately causes 
: a change in tho magnetic condition of the oxygen, and 
I !h the direction of the lines of forcje. Hence the ten- 
i Sl!b*b|f which the magnet is hold in its noridal position 
weakened, it is left free to swing round towards < 
west, wliich *is seen to be tlio Ciise as the sun ap- 
the meridian. Besqlos this, which may h& 
taken ai* the general efibet, there are certain phefcornena 
of disturbance occurring at irregular ^‘riods, and ano- 
malies of movement dependent on position and cliinatv, 
all of which are explicable by tt/e theory. Mr Faraday 
WAS enabled to show from diagi'arns of the daily niove- 
of the magnets at Hobiu-t-Town, Toronto, St 
I Helena, and the Caix^ of G^kkI Hope, that the diflerenct‘s 
were apparent only, that each and all were under the 
same law; and in this way he solves another of nature’s 
mystffldcs, o^e intimately connected with some of her 
^andest plienomena and most far-reaching operations. 

%e process is very simple, and yet how beautifully 
jdoi^ it answer all the requirements of tho hypothesis ! 

may content ourselves by making use of it, as 
scientific inquirers agree tp accept of the undulatory 
theory of lights until a*better sliall be discovered. It 
lias ^^^n shown that a column of the atmosphere* a 
foot square is«cqual to 8000 lbs. weight of pf oto-sulphate 
iron ; hence the fact of the magnetic condition of 
qxygen, and its modification under lieat, becomes less 
extraordinary than might on a first view be considered 
^ssible. 

In the course ofiilus lecture, Mr Faraday mentioned 
a fact wliich deserves more than a passing notice. 
Oxygen, ^ he says, whenevei' it is brought onto com- 
bination yrkli carbonic acid, phosphorus,' and other 
gases, imifiediately loses its magnetic property. Have 
we not here a key to the cause of eindemiesP Admit 
tha^ oxygen possesses a protective quality in virtue of 
its magnetism, and that it loses this when interfused 
witli miasmatic exhalations from towns or ivaste lands, 
would not the sinppositiou tssist in accoui^ting for 
the diseases said to bo propagated by atmospheric 
infittcnce? , 

•Xhe question or fact of the earth’s magnetism, as you 
• wfil havc*seen, remains* unafTected by Mr Faraday’s 
dudda^ionst * He claims only to have explained the 
canoe of the diurnal magnetic plienomena which have 
beeibso assiduously dbOerved for some years past. 
to have gained aii insight into one of nature’s workings, ( ^ 
iasto^have seized the duo to i%any ; and, as thete Is 
' to believe, the able philosopliei^whose lecture I 

hare sketched is already on the scent of tho cause 
May he bo sparra to realise his ogpecto- 
On quitting this part of the subject, it is but 
iTipr nientto that Beoquerd, well known as a carefiil 
f^^eiil^talist, had arrive^ at some results fcspecting , 
imigiietlsin of oxygen, which were imblidied a few 
js|0A^ Ago in the Cwptes Bendiis Acamhnio 

i however, stopped short ^ Faraday’s 


On St Andrew’s Pay lasts tlie Koyal Society held 
their one hundred and eigdity-sevonth anniversary — to 
elect a new coancU and officers ^r the ensumg year ; 
to ^ar the Earl of Bossc, tkeir president, deliver an 
adlUto ; to see him give a gold medal to Mr Brodies 
son of the*famous surgical bax^uet, and to Professor 
Grahkm, for their choraical lesearchos, and the Bum- 
ford Medal to M. Arago, for his highly-imluable dis- 
<tt)veries and •treatises on physical optics, nnd^ tho 
Copl^ Mdtkil to P. A^Hansen of St^eberg, near Gotlia, 
^or hre astrSliofiiicnl labours; and then — they adjourned 
rto ^dinngr. Philosophers must eat as well as brdinary 
mortals, j • 

Tho lihchibition is of course a promiiiAit subject of 
talk ; indeed, were it desirable, I ct)ulcl fill three or four 
columns once a montfii with tho gossip thereupon. Tlio 
wor^iipful Company of Goldsmiths, desirous of showing 
what English modellers and chasers can do, have adver- 
tised their intention of giving away L.IOOO in a score 
of pvizes for^ the best specimens of their cruft iii tlio 
pretuous* metals. Chances here for somebody ! Tho 
artificial flower-makers too, mean to sliow us a toucii 
, of their skill : they are preiiaring a wreath, whieti is to 
be stretched tho whole length of tlic building, with gar- 
Uuided nendcntives, arranged so as to present a brilliant I 
coup-iVaiil. Then nn enterprising map-i)iiblisher pro- ! 
mises us a globe fifty feet in diameter, with all tliO 
continents and islands in high relief, and with galleries 
so disj^iosed, as to enable visitors to view all the four 
quarters of tho world, and tlie north and south poles to i 
boot. It will be geograpliy-madc-eusy on a hirge scale. 
And from some stony neiglibourbood we an; to have 
a huge monolith, to \veigii at least twenty tons. I.« 
ibis to be a piece, de r^i&tance f What a jiity that 
w'© can’t have Ben Nevis at once, and ('age the old 
giant over! Besides these curiosities, there w'ill Ini 
a host of ri^w inventions and mechanictil w'ondcrs, -uch 
as will astonish unimaginative iiooph*. You may judge 
ef anticipated * reinuueiation,’ to use a w'ord from tho 
puller’s categofy, from its being said of one of our city 
confectioners that ho onered to purchase the i>rivileg(i 
of supplying the refreshraents w'itliin the transparent 
edifice for L.fiOOnr liis offer was not ticceptcd. As the i 
roofing-in goes on, andlhe time of completion upf>roaclies, 
so doi^s the populttf curi(^ity increase ; and tlie nuudicr 
of gazers in the park around the building on a 
Sunday w^ould suffice ta'^jicople some half-dozen pro- 
vincial towns. fOii other days, too, there is no lack of 
onlookers, including several hundreds of labourers, 
loitering roimcl tho gate in hope of being hired. Some I 
of these poor fellow s liave walkeil up to town from great j 
cUstanecs in tlie country, fancying that work and wages ' 
were to be had for tho asking. It would amuse you to 
stand near while the dinner-|j|eU rings, and see the army 
of workmen file out from the in4erior. If the weather 
be at till favourable, they bivouac in groups under the 
trees, or in nooks and comers, and so dine in pulilic; — 
the neigh biAirbood being fis y<Jt d'^ftcient in eating- 
houses. ff.lius, as you jicrceive, the building has already 
a History, which, interesting in tlie present, will lxx*ome 
stiU more so in fh^ure. '1%© Society of Arts are to 
hold ome of their ordinary meetings in it at the end of 
this nmnth. • • • 

Some of our artists and etudenti 'Esthetics arc 
ffeeirous that tho ExliibiAhjg should be maud the means 
(rf creating jarid difl^’using^HbrrectJjJear and principles 
fn raatfbrs of taste wherein we prosy islanders are 
said to bo singularly barre*. Our costume, they say, 
admlbiV bdlng gieatly ii^roved^n style and material, 
and more picturd^uc ana varied without any 
lat^cc of comfort or AinvenientSe. They will find many 
^ co-operatowWitb them in a reform of raiment : 

they omy succeed in devising a graoefril and 
epy^^bstimte for our present ugly and opiiressive hat, 
relief will they not to the masculine heads 
cf oB t^vilified communities I * Nil desperanduml 
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Cheap gas and good yga^r ^ still continue' to bo descriptions, Hhe saii reefs itself, and ih?m tie tune 
talked about. We have realised the one, and are in a the yard is lowered, it is close-reefed in two secoiids. 
fair way to obtain th^other. The project of supplying The reefs may bo agaii\ iJhaken out, and Vie topsail at 
tlie inetropoUs from tne %ain-Ml on an extensive catch- the masthead in twenty seconds. It is well knoiim tO' 


tionaland iijexhaustible source of the puje elemfjpt in partic\ilarly if the weather bo wetw But with this 
a mimbcr ot perennial springs of remarkably soft au4 admiraWc'Contrivance sail cun be taken in, and again 
limpiTl water. Thus the objcctij^n that ra^woi^ be made, in a* short apace of time, without sending a man 
too uncertain a supply is got nd of. 'It* would •be a,, ^aloft. It mtist* manifestly save much anxiety, ^nd do 
grand htmefit could the new service be made ajfailablc faway with the risk of losing lAen off the yards when 
l)eforc May next, as one of the stipulations fjn the part reefing in bad weather, more particularly in cold latfc- 
of the Exliibition Commissioners is, that the providers tudes, olTCapf Horn, &,c.* The colonising expedition, 
of refreshments shall furnish filtered water free of cost which I told you some Bmc ago had sailed* for the 
to all who may require it witliin the building. Under Auckland Islands to establish a southeiijn whale-fishery, 


the circumstances, wc must hope that our present oom- 
paiiies will lay on unstinted streams. 


has arrived^afely, and taken'posscssion. Seventy Newk 
•Zealander^ already located there, have been indemnified*' 


You will be pleased to hear that therC is a prospect for theii^ttle and clearings, and the two chiefs sworn 
of tlio new park at Battersea becomuig ere long a tiling in as cdhstoles. A bed of cocTclcs, seven acres in 
of lorm and proportions. The celebrated Bed House, extent, and as good as oystc^rs, has been diicovered, as 
so tlear to Cockney pigeon-shooters, has been purchased well as tiiiAcr-trces fit for building purposes, pijs^aiTd 
by goveninKuit, together with such portio/ft of terri- ^wildfowl, plenty of cabbages, and grass all the year 
lory as to them swiraed moet, from Avhieh a suspension- round. Her (5 are elements of prosperity, if wisely 
l)ri(lge is to be stretchetl across to the CJielseui s^ore, so taken advantage of. M. Ferdinand Lemriitro, a French-* 
as to afibrd ready means of access to wliat will doubt- man, hjK submitted to the Acadc'mie a projeclf for an 
loss become a popular recreation-ground. Such an ‘aerostatic bridge’ from Dover to Calais; another 
overgrown capital as ours is cannot well have too proposes the formation of ‘a universal sanitary con- 
mauy l>roatb in g spaces. Besides the Battei-sea project, gross, to arrest and desjroy the cause of cholera;’ and 
tliere is talk of a new entraiuu? to St James’s 5*ark ; others have come forward with a scheme to establisU 
of vontilatif! *' 'he law courts nt Westminster by means 150 telegraph offices throughout Paris and the suburbs, 
of a jet of Steam; of the eduealional institutes rising ! for the transmission of messages to all quarters — the 
up ill various parts of the land. Fret? libraries and communications to be kept up by connecting the 
musoiuna at Manehestirr, Liverpexd, and Ividderiniii- various stations with one central office, ivhore clerks 
stor; an athon.Tum at Bury; and scliools in lieniglitod ivould bo in attendance to put the signalising parties 
districts. The rector of St James’s lias established a into rapport 

lending library for the use of his poorer iiafishioners. ■ 

It is oiK'U one evening in the week for the issue lyid ~ 

n'ception of books ; the charge for reading is a. half- * king op storks. 

|)enny iier volume, and already such results have been There luis been shot near Bedford, in the neighhour- 
inaiiifested as show that this* additional attempt to hood of Hawncs, that rare and Valuable lyrd the lanivcr 
diffuse enlightenment is Worthily appreciated. The fako lanarius, the king of storks. It weighs two pounds 
Industrial School too, lately ercct(Ml,near Aiierh’’, on and a quarter, near four feet in the stretch of its wings, 
the Crovdon Ilailway, is regardechus a Jiopeful means and twenty inches length of body. This highly-prized 
of imiirovxfiicnt. As it is tlie combii^ul work of some and valuable bird is said by Montaync to fly at the rate 
live or six poor-law unions, wc shall now have an of one hundred and fifty miles an hour. Colon elThorii- 
oiiportuiiitv of seeing wliethcr any permanently- ton, an expert falconer, estimates the flight of this bird 
practical endeavour can lie piade for the effeetual re- pursuit of a snipe to have been nine miles in eleven 
clamation and humanising of pauper Siildreu. The nimutes, without including the frequent turnings, 
establislmiciit affords accommodation for six hundred Audubon, m his ‘ Birds of America,’ states that he has 
boys, in apartments well warmed and ventilated, and the falcon come at the report of a. ^un, and 

l.rovUUMl with tlic essentials of iu-diior and out-door carry oil teal not thirty steps distant frota t^o sports- 
nstruetion. There is u covercl play-ground, a farm- ? T"**' f 


w lierel>y such occupation will bo furuished to the lads 
as will make them more useful in the world tlum 
.slavish bmids of oakum-]»ickers can ever liope to be. 

A few items' ni<jrc, selecicd from a hundred. One 
of our electricimis promises to exhibit by av<l by a 


18 MOW in, the collection of Mr Mantel of Bedford.— 
Zr'ylogist. 

DECMNE qr TUB STAGE. 

Managers at all times have had recourse to strange, 
out-of-the-way expedients to excite, the flagging zeal of 


model of a glolie, made to ndate by currents t^f the public, ^nd draw the million to Ileuce 

i-UH'tri. ity circulating round it ; some pi.molortc the mtroduetion of horses, elephants, hoiis, do«, and eyen 
makers ix* fitting cofaureil glass k^s to ti.eir festru- monkeys. But it is not fair to ley the whole bUme of ^ 

5- to ^iUuif i.toVi.» 

. have s(noiig fa'op ifi uso i reclamation of huidw going agamst the course necessity compels him to adopt, 

on m the wft as wdl as in^ oast- SoO a^ hav^,jj legitimate talent ceases to attract, it is something to 
just behn conqimre# frt»a^ sea at koui^u^l; the ^ ^ Tom Thui^.lo 

railway returns ilirOiShout the knigdogi, from J^iuar,^ deficiency. Who in his senses 

T*.> prsscut year, amounted to fay out a large suiy on a vapid spectacle if th« 

L.,),525,707, being omi and a-quarbgr more sterling, ore -of Shakspeare or Sheridau ruaiiitaiued^^tiff 

than in the same penod ot and it la said that current value 1 Many able wTiters and ardent lovers of 

the number of passengers couvc^xhI during the the stage have thought diflhrently, and have panned 
year was more tlian double of the whole l»opulatioD^ l eloquent essays to sliow that the managers depreciate 
Ireland excepted. What will it bo ndxt year ? Th^ *the national taste, that the decline of the stage is en- 
is comfort for timid sailors in the recent indention, p^ tiiely owing to Jtheir obtusenes^ that they pander to a 
Mr Cunuiiigbam of the ^yal Navy, of a nicmis "mr depraved apatite, andithat the public aevi^ail to crowd 
reefing topsails iVom decks According to thd;| the t.beatre when truths passion, and nature Ire pli^cd 
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before them. Alas ! all this soiiffds well m theoi^, but 
r^uee it to practice, and the sandy "basis of the opinion 
ioon shows i^elf. For a time^ mdeed» the jj^reniises may 
V^{)e borne out by the conclusif)n,%ut the insatiate thirst 
' after Tariety wearies pven of perfe(;||^on itself. The 
inauager who tries to lead or reform the public will gayi 
the hipnours of martyrdom long*before he accomplishes 
his object. — University Magazine, * 


ENGRAVING ON TILES. , 

Ezekiel mentions that he was commandedjby the Spirit 
to takt^a tile, and engrave on it a rcpre&ntation of the^ 
city of Jerusalem besieged by her enemies, and invested ^ 
<fn every side (chap. iv. 1 — 3). ‘ We maf observe,* says 
ail able commentator on this text, * that God Often suits 
prophetical types and tigures tvi the genius and education 
of the p^phets themselves. So the figures which Amos 
. %nake8 liSe of are generally^ taken from such r'bservations 
*as are ptHiper to the employment of a shepherd or a* 
^husbaudmain Kzekipl had a peculiar talent for archi- 
: tecture, so several representations are suitable to that 
profession. ^ And they that suppose the cniblems here 
nfkdietise of to be below the dignity of the* prophetical 
inay as well accuse Archimedes of folly for mak>( 

' lines in the«dust.* . Nor did our own incomparable 
**li{atthew Henry understand th^ allusion better than thoSb 
objectoEs. He observes, * It was .)eru6alcm*s honaur, that 
while she kept her integrity, God had engrareii her upon 
the palm of his hands ; but now the faithful city had 
fallen aside, a worthless, brittle tile oi- brick is thought 
good enough to portray it on.* Ingeiiious and beautiful 
M this antithesis unquestionably is, yet it is not true, 
for the prophet employed the material then commonly in 
use for public record^ Had that unostentatiously-learned 
and most able commentator possessed the advantages 
which moderh expositoi-s enjoy, resulting from the exten- 
sive researohll of travellers in Assyria, he would have 
known thit the Assyrians engraved inscriptions and 
devices upon tiles, bricks, and cylinders of clay, while 
yet in a plastic state, and which, afterwards being baked 
In a furnace, faithfully retained the impression, itiihout 
the loss of a single char^tA, for centuries. Undesigned 
coincHences like this iinist assure us that this book^of 
propSe^ is both genuine and authentic. — lilackfmm's 
Xinepeh, . • • 

AGE or -ANIMALi^. 

A bear rarely exceeds twenty years; a dog lives twenty 
years; a wolf, twenty; a fox, fourteen or sixteen. The 
aveiage age of cats is fifteen years; of a squirrel or hare, 
seven or eight years; and a rabbit seven years. Elephants 
have been known to hare lived to the great age of 400 
years. When Alexander had conquered Porlis, king of 
India, h€^ fook a great elephant, which had fought 
Talianily fur the king, and named him Ajax, dedicated 
him to the sun, and let him go with this inscription — 

* Alexander, the s^m of Jupiter, hath dedicated Ajax to 
the BUii.’ This elephant was found with this inscription 
350 years irfter. Pigs have been known to live to the 
age of thirty yeiu*; the rhinoceros to fifty. Ahorse has 
been known to live to the age of seventy -two, but aver- 
ages iweiity-frve to thirty. Camels sometiine^Iive to the 
1 ^ of lOO, Stags are long-lived. Shcejt seldom exceed 
l3ie age of ten^ Cows 11 v^ about fifteemyears. An taagle 
died at^ Vienna of the age of Im years; ravens frequently 
reach the age of 106* Swans have been known to live 
300^ears; pelicans are longdived. A tortoise has l^ci^ 
known to live much abav# 100 years. — Zoologist, ^ ; 

• ^ OnOG-BHOPS EDA ifOMEISp • • • 

A respectable New York paper asseiis that there are ^ 
eOrtain 'secret places iu Ithli dfty fumished in the most 
gdifeoul style, and patronised almost exclusifely by 
'iromeii cl mlih jind fashion, who go there tot for 
1^, tlieii for claret, champagne, brandy^ mint 
imerry coblers, and " brandy slings. * ThU is 
i^eh ; there are at this moment stores of i^rneit ; 
tot rank in society who have becbiae inveterate;^ 
^eiejhlse places.*— ilrwfot ittn^rance Hirtild, . q 


T H E T W I N B R 0 T H E R S. 

Both suckled on one inotheiSI breast, 

^ Both nursed upon one ftother’s knee, 

Both by one father fondly pressed, 

Wfio, proud to see his fruitful tree 
Bearing twin bUssorns passing fair, 
siFclt himself rich beyond compare. • 

jj(.Aud*wwy^cheek was pressed to cheek, 
i- And chubby arm lay locked in arm, 

‘ ,, \Wmn, *neath tbeir mother’s eye so meek,' 

Th(^y lay in love’s embraces wdrin ; 

Anti none except that watchful inothfcr 
Could tell the one child from the other, 
o 

Time ^sed — one was a witling boy 
Robust of health, of stature tall ; 

The other wore a forehead high, 
o Of weakly frame, of stature small ; 

Their parents felt the double wo. 

But bent with patience to the blow. 

One was a dwarf, and one a fool : 
jjlow powerless each without his brother ! 

\ et when they ]>lodding went to school, 

How M'ell the one could aid the other! 

The dwarf was dux, the o’crgrowji boy 
\Va,» king of every game and ploy. 

• < 

Throughout the opening scenes of youth 
'I’hey passed by all, admired and loved ; 

By mutual love and mutual truth 

The strength of iwinly bond was proved ; 
Mighty, invincible, combined. 

Who shall divide whom God hath joined f 

The high-browed youjth toiled day and night, 

* The book to him a glorious sun, 

« Dispelling by its genial light 

All doubtings vague, all shadows dun; 

And in that furnace fias was wrought 
(Jne ingot pure of freeborn thought, 

• 

And wheitgood heads were wanted, and 
^Vhcn mi^ity hearts were throbbing wild, 

What spirit held si^emc command 
But his, that M|ii-browed sickly child! 

^V'ho’d vested to set his country free — 

Who led her on to victory ! 

That strong-thewed brother, where is he I — 

On in the van amid the brave ; 

A freeman ’luong the dauntless free, 

Me found a hero’s gliy^ious grave ; 

And by his patriot brother’^ side 
The hero fought, the hero died. 

'J'he c61i;bat o’er, the iSittle wo:*,* 

All shout their mighty leadei praise ; 

^ The loving twin, the duteous son, 

The soul 'w let'll lit the patriot blaze ; 

JRas I liis heart’s best blood is shed — 

Ae 8bare% his brother’s gory bed ! 

• • 

• Their birth was oil^^eir death wai one ; ^ 
Clasped in each oSOTr’s thav lay'; 

J Their love was proved, their work was done, 

They passed from life and time away ; 

Ahd from tl^ir daisied gravM there grew 
A stately piue and iweepiiig ^ir. 

, iBSti, • Jahks Ballantine. 
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STATE RUUDENS ON LITERATURE. 

Wi-: are accustomed to rejoice in having a free press in 
til is eoimtry. Ami in one great and important seiftit* 
it is tree*. The state, nevertheless, imposes restrictions 
upon literature, the force of which is far l)e>;jind what 
even the state itself is conscious of. These literary 
trannnels arc* fastened by the gentle hand of the exeisi*- 
nian, and are overlrK)ked ns only jiart of that gAioral 
evil which consists in tlie necessity of raising a revenue. 
So insidious is the bondage, that we have even heard 
indivifluals, and these well informed in moat things, 
expressing their helief that it is no iKUidage at all. 

If an autliu' has to adv('rtisc a new work, he pays 
on-'-and-sixpv iiee to the government for i>ermissiou to • 
do so. Well, what is one -and -sixpence ? A very j 
small sum standing by itself; but then, unluckily, there i 
is a multitude of jounials in which the advertisement ■ 
must ajiyHsir, if the author or pulihslier wo\dd#vvish to j 
have the whole public informed <>« the subject, it i*| 
also necessary to reiieat tlic advertisement in some of j 
tic jirincipal journals several tiiyes. If fliis he cou- 
sideixHl, it will he oa«y to see l^fiw soon five, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty pounds may Ix^ given to the state as permis- 
sion to make known the piihlicatioi^ofti single book.* 
W'lu'ii it is further ouusiderod tlmt ,oifly a small i 
proportion c;f the lx)oks publisluxl pay tlie e.xixuses 
of iKiper and print, it will V>e stMUi that a publisher, 
adveiTisiug all lii.s bwks alilv<i aud vc^^v naturally i 
laying on those which pay the losses of those whieli ! 
do not, will have a pretty large sum to reckon as the 
fulvei'tisemcnl-duty burden upon ‘his most successful 
pitMluclions. 

^’rakc ibc matter iu another w^ay. TUe number of 
advertisements of new Kioks %hich appear each day in 
the Timts is at an avc?age alxuit a hundrcKl. In 
otlicr four morning new.spapers, the number on the 
day pitclicd on at ruftdoin for ^he impiiry wasi a hun- 
dred a lal fif ty. Assuming that this latter number is ^ 
also an a\ciagc, the total numlx’r pur dkm in live 
morning ncwspajK'rs ahuic is two hundred and fifty. 
It theridbre apyxars that the literature of this county 
pays L.l!^, 1 5s. to tln^ goverifment every iffoniiiig for 
[KA’misttion to «i#akc itself kno wn ^ irough only about 
the oue-huhdredtli ]|ijirt our .jdtfialst This i8L.5850 
a year. The literary aiKerliseinents in Site AMcrifpww 
are computed to yield L.5(K)#:i year of duty. The 
n‘turn.s from the other library journals, and the news- 
papers which have a pamuJly-lit^hirv cliaracter, are on 
^ — — — 

* Not mimy y<$ar« Ago. when somewhat groah^r roUaim wtJt 
upon the efl'eot of fdvertMng iiow^ L,tO^) WAS undcTr 
Hiuofl to bo the AverAgo obst of Advorllsiibg'a aovol. In «a& a oiuie, 
the burden of a4\’ertiBoinent dii^lWd be above tho rate 
Btatoa. 


a .similar scajp of importance. * If to these we add the 
ma.sses oCjterary advertisements under the covers of 
magaziniSplibvl review'.s, it wdll stmrcel'j appear* ah 
unreasonable estinnvtc^ that this class of notices pays in 
all L.12,000 t^year, Ixing a little more than double >|lbitA 
is tolerably wtdl ascertained to Ixj exigible though the 
lite morning papers. • 

'^b'hink of this profession — a jirofession proverbially 
as stintedoiii its remunerafions as it is bfilliaiit in its 
results — taxed ip, L.18, los. a day through only five of 
the journals ! Think of so largo a .sum as L.12,000 
being even surmised as tlx? annual amount of the tax 
which the literary men of this country pay for leave to 
toil in tJie bu.siness of amusing, instructing, and refin- 
ing th(?ir fellow'-citizens I A gentleman exposes his life 
ill iKuietrating to some uiifreq uented region, and if he has 
the good fortune to return home, he writes jm account 
of his travels for the information of his countrymen. 
This man, with no sordid objects in view, desirous only 
of extending the domains of knowdedge, must pay a tax 
ixfore h’e can he ixnuitted to confer an obligation upon 
hi.s kind. A learned stiukuit (ft experimentalist shuns 
delights, and live.s laborious day.s, that he lliay be aide 
to add isomc new truth to the brilliant stools already iu 
cxistc-iK*i‘, tliat so man nviy be the .sooner able to eoui- 
]*rcheud the ways of (Jod in the world, and accommodate 
hi.s life to rational and liapinness-conferring iirinciples. 
If this man lias to give his ucav truths in tlie form of a 
book, h(? must make up liis mind to inlying a certain 
number of one-and- sixixnces. The most eloquent soul- 
stirring addnbis on some public interest of the^ltighest 
importance has to submit to a tax before it can Areach, 
in a liook form, those wdiom it.s author proposes to 
benefit. A vast proportion of the books wliicli appear 
in the world are the eumpositiou of a proverbially jKJOr 
and struggling class, wtio endeavour by such means to 
make a livtjjihood, often wdiflc training themselves for 
higher efforts in behalf of their speeies. The i>oorest 
garreteer of them all is taxed for pennissioii lo labour 
in that sad field. Our government, we believe, ^spends 
a few Ifluidrcds a year in pellsioiis to literar/ men, gnd 
is by no mciuis sure that it is^doiiig quiie a right thing 
in thus using the public money. But it has no besita* 
tiwji* iif grinding tvrclve thousand a year, in this par- 
ticular off the faeiy of the literary fraternity 

j^icrally. On the ivliole, it takes care not to encourage 
too much tluMiiaking of book^. 

But the lawks published in^this country pay another ' 
and severer tax. The papty employed h excised in the 
riCta of fourteen guineas a ton, Iwing al^ut a fifth of the 

£ ig i>rice of moat papers used for printing.' Tliis Iwing 
wha% under 80'5cn farthings a pound weight, an ordi- 
* voliftne pays is tax but a small proportion of 

Itijj ikiiapprice ; and hence the burden is tliou^t by 


T 
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many to be a light one. Evtr ^lotigh it were light, the 
question might be asked, wo tax fhe vehicle iu 

which thelflorious illuniimition of knowledge is to be 
. spread abro^ ? Tho^govefnment itself is sensible that, 
ho'yFever light, it mu«t operate rej)r^8uigly on the dis- 
semmation of Jjooks, t>r it expr^essly exempts the Bible 
from paper-duty, on an understanding that the , circula- 
tion of the sacred volume may be thereby promoted. In 
reality, the difference between four and fiv^ in the price i 
of the cliief material of books, must 6|>erate considerably 
on the selling price of all of them, seeingf'that, to cov^ 
risk, and remunerate outlay, this original cliarge must 
^ be increased in no small degree to tli^^ purchaser. If 
we reject, moreover, that the paper-duty on unsaleable 
book-stock must be chargv;d on w’hat is saleable before 
the trade of the publisher can be a tlmving one, we 
S shall find that, even on the highest class ^of books, the 

‘ Wrden is not light. It is, however, on the great 

^ mass of cheap reprints, and cheap original works and 
. periodicals, ^hat the paper -duty tells most severely. 
<;i4r Charfes Knight, by his Penny CJyclopix4i(h conferred 
a g^^t benefit on the mass of the people of this coun- 
try, but made nothing by it for himself. The work 

paid directly fh paper-duty L. 16,500, but was Imrdenod 
indirectly through that mei*as to the extent, as he tal- 
cula^d, of L. 20,000. If even the smaller of Kiesc sums 
had remained with the publisher, his enterprise would 
liave been splendidly remunerated. The Miscellan^f of 
Tracts of Messrs (]!hambers-»-one of the most popular 
periodicals ever started — was given up when it had 
extended to twent}'’ volumes. The publishers saw 
some advantages in Hmiting the work to tins mag- 
nitude ; but, if its circulation of 80,000 copies Jiad i 
been su^ciently remunerative to compensate for 
the labour attendant on the publication, it would 
have been ciuried on, and might have accomplished 
a still greater mnount of good. 'Sow tliis little i 
work, at the time of its conclusion, had paid ujiwards 
of L.5000 of paper-duty. Ilad that sum .remuinec^ 
with the publishers, Ih^ profit would have been more 
than sufficisait to indhee them to go on with the pub- 
lication. It may be said, vliy not take somcOiing 
equivalent from the quantity of j iper and print? 
Because, in that cas(‘, tlie attraction of tlui clieaime.ss 
would have IxKin diminished, and the sale would acconl- 
ingly have been restricted, perhajis to a iioint equally 
destructive of remuneration. The quantity of fiapcr 
used annually ki the oflftcc of Messrs Cliainbers pays 
above X,3000 to the state. ‘ That is to saj ,’ as one of 
the film lately remarked on a public occasion, ‘ we 
struggle* by means of infinite mechanical appliances, 
and bj’ the highest available inrellectual and moral 
resources, to aid in the education of the jwiople of this 
country; and the state, which lias never yet gone 
heartily into this duty itself, steps forward and im- 
Xioses a burden of tliree thousand a year upon our 
exertions!* Tlie jmblislftng business has for some 
years past been rapidly going into the system of large 
transactions and small profits — the perfection of trade 
» —and ^consequently the shade of price constituted by* 
the paper-duties becolies i^ays more and mort^telling 
on 4he business itself. .Eases like those of Messrs 
Knight and Chambers are peculiarly striking ; but the 
same truth holds good in greater or less degree all 

those large departiiieuts of busineas in wMch sch(^X- 
• HHhoks and popular Uteratxur^ generally are concerned. 
A remission of paper-duties might not in eyery colfe 
secure a reduction of price in w orks already in pio- 
^ %grem ; ^ut it might there in allowing better 

i ^ ^ and^n afl^mding a higher scale of 

remuneration to authors. All future works would yf 
course pro^e^^ calpulatious in which a duty-free 
rli^Trirnt - 

i far from being imusideraele in 

i ' In 4he Tvnei it is L.i&000 

1 j . KngUsh provincial newspaper, ,ii 

the advocate of every trnly .liberal measure, and whicli 
spares no labour, and scarcely any cost, in making 
itself ‘ a good bargain* to its ^ uixiiascrs, pays about 
L.1000 a year in paper-duty, iThis is a mere shade 
the single copy ; but the profit of the proprietors 
is only a'shade also, and tliis ^^housand pounds would 
raiSe their concern /roni a somewhat bore to an amply- 
remuncratk'c one. The poorest country prints wouKi 
save from L.80 to L.lOO a year by a remission of the 
paner-diS^y, wid tlii%,is a saving Avliich w^ould pfovc an 
iranienso •(fh&uragemeat to many of those small but 
psefut concerns. We have in this country hardly any 
idea of the conveiiiciice of an untJix^d press. A noAvs- 
papcT \s with us so dear, in cunsequenco of its taxes, 
that only rich iieople can afford one for themselves. 
Possibly the ninoCecn - twentieths go through a suc- 
cession of hands, pass from town to country, and from 
country to towm, in order that the expense may bii 
defrayed or justified by the multitude of readers. The 
tivuble tli^us ot*cnsioned is very great, and of course 
for a fifth or sixth reader the news are likely to be 
somewhat stale. The American luis tlie Ncu) York 
Herald eVery ordinary day of tlie week for about a 
penny ; and there are similar daily pajKTs in almost 
cver 3 jttoAvn of the Union which has 3000 inhabitants. 
The convenience of the cheap press is precisely the 
same as that of the clicai) post. It is one of tlie lliings 
necessary in a community to complete tlie condition of 
a high orgimizution. The comparative numbers cir- 
culated by the untaxiMl ])res8 of foreign countries is 
comparative to post-ollice returns since the Kowland 
Hill revolution. The publishers of tlie AViu York 
Herald have a circulatiou far Ixyond tlie Thih\-<. 
Proceeding at the rate it does, iliey it to lie 

100,000 iu a very few year.s, be.si(l('s a baek-.sale of 
equal amount per week, or 700,0(h) per week in all. 
The paper used for the would in tlii.s coimiry 

be taxed to the amount of L. 18, 000 u year’* :i ‘.urn 
probably niucli exceetling the wdiule expenses required 
for obtaining iiUelUgencc for a first-rate Loiulou daily 
journal. A light ta^k indeed I It might be a trille 

I in the day. s of the pririthig-/im.v ,* but in tliose of the 
printing-i/io' 1^ is certainly so no longer. 

[ The gencfal aphtby on, or ignorance of, the Stale 
Burdens on tht Press, forms a rcmnrkalile illustrntiuii 
of the insidious nature of indirect taxation. Men 
childishly grumble direct assessment — an honest, 

downright t^x, periiapg of no unreasonable amount. 

To a far heavier imixist, w hich assumes the base dis- 
guise of a part of the price of some article they are 
daily using, tliey submit with the patience of cloves. 
Tliis impost may press upon some of the springs of 
industry ; it may check the noble economy of iiisurauec' 
or discourage the community in moral courses of stiff 
grtjater importance. Nomia^ter — it avoids the unplea- 
sant appearance or name of a tax, and may therefore 
remain. An enonnems expense for collectinj', and a 
frightfutamount of clcnuralisation thnnigii smuggling, ! 
are i]^.rt of the sacrifice w hicli the public make.H for the 
“puerile satisfaction of not being taxed directly, Uu- 
happy John Bull, not to know' that, in w hate ver wa^ 
the money goc^ out of thy ixxket, it is so mueli 
Jfrom thy, rcsqurces — so much the h'ss in 
thy balance-.s-]iect at the end o^^ tlm year! It is n^t 
uoooakmon to heai^some one of thl tw'eiuy -eight 
luUlions mostly foolftShk one of their favourite w l iters 
pleafiantly ci^ls them, remarkffrg that it is of no use 
taking off a tax from an article of ordinary consuinji- 
tiorf; becausj, whxjii the leather -tax was reduced, 
nobo^ got his ahoejyiseiisibly oheaper. Can any one 
prove to US that liie public was shod better or so w oil 
with a heavy tax upon the requiiite matc^rials ? Gnu it 

* Th«sc facta arc from a short vigorous pninphlet, entitled, * A 
tteiiat tp Lord John HnsMUrfr^ a Paper-maker/ Edinbiirgli : 
Jofanstoiui an^llimtor. imt 
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it wero bwt a penny upon*a J)air of shoes, the twenty- 
eight millions will undouhtodly pay this penny, and 
wlieu the tax is take% off, tliey will get tlieir shoes 
either so much cheaper, at, what is the same thing^^ 
much better. One way or another, competition imuk 
bring the money to they side of the account.* ^ 

Wo arc sensible of going somewhist out of our ordinary 
path in thus adverting' to li-scal matters ; but we vYust 
to be ^excused for a little freedom on account of the^ 
great cause in which we siieak. 'She Prlntu||f Marine 
is now the great instructor of this nation. Freedom 
to write, %peak, and publish, is the highest biaet of 
our state. The mfcses need knowledge for l^Kjir right 
guidance, and •the few are interested in giving it to 
them, lest in ignorance tliey misuse their power. But 
wiio can adequately describe on rfhy space of paper 
the vast interests wlucli depend on the diffhsion of the 
productions of the press throughout the land ? Shall* 
a let be suffered to remain on this mighty and most 
berviccahle engine, merely for the sake of a hundred 
thousands of revenue ? Forbid it every guardian 
genius to wdiom Britain has ever looked for jjrotection, 
for guidance, or for belli I K. C. 


THE FAIRY QUEEN. * 

TMK LAST TALE BY THE AUTIIOIl OF ‘ PUSS IX BOOTS,’ 

‘ CINDEJIELLA,’ ‘ LITTLE ItKD KIDIKO-HOOD,’ &C. 

‘ Once upon a time,’ in the earlier iiart of the 6<*veiv 
teentli centtiry, was horn Charles Perrault. We 
puss ovov Ills . oyhood and youth to the period when, 
after having Uing filled tlic situation of Commissioner 
i)f‘ Public Buildings, be fell into disgrace with his 
IKitron, tile jaiinc minister (Jolbert, and was obliged to 
resign his situation. Fortuiuitely he had not been 
uumiudful of prudential economy during the^days of 
jirosperity, mid had made some little savings, on which 
lie reiirod to a small house in the Rue St Jacques, anft 
devoted Idmself to the education of his children. 

About this time he composcMk his fairy tales. lie 
himself attaciu'd little literary' importance to priKluc- 
tious destiiiwl to be banded down to posterity, ever 
fresh and ever lU'w. lie usually WT/)te'*in the morning 
the story inteiuh'd for the evening’s amusefnent. Thus 
Mere produced in their turn ‘Ciuderolft,’ ‘Little Red 
Riding-llood/ ‘ Blue Beard,’ ‘ Puss in Boots,’ ‘Riquet 
M’ith the Tuft,’ and many other wondrous talcs which 
men noM', forsooth, pretend t<T call ficdicfhs. Charles 
Lamb knoie better. He W'as once looking fdr book.'? 
for a friend’s cbild, and wlieii the bookseller, seeing 
him turn from shelves loaded with Mrs Trimmer and 
Iilis.s Edgeworth, offered him modem t^iles of fay 
iiiUd genii, as substitutes for his old favourites, he 
oxclmmed, ‘ 'riiese are not m>^own true fairy tales ! ’ 

When surrounded by liis grandchildren, Perrault 
related to thorn the stories he had fonncrly invented 
for his children. Ope cvenin<4, after having repeated 
for the seventh or eighth time the clover friers of 
‘ Puss in Boots,’ Mary, a pretty little girl of seven years 
of age, climi>ed up on her grandfather’s knee, and 
giving him a kiss, put her little dimpkil hands into the 
curls of the ohi man’s lai’gc n ig. . 

‘ Grandpapa,’ said shp, ‘ wliy don’t you maie beatttliul 
sthrics for us a 5 >>u u8ed to do for pya and my uncles ?’ 

‘ Yes,' exclaimed the other chr! 4 gm, ‘ dear grandpapa, 
you must make a stbry entirely Efr ourselves.’ « 
Charles Perrault smiled, hut there wm a touch of 
'ear 


sadness in the smile. ‘ Ah, dear cliildren,* 8&ld he,** it 
is very long since I wrpt^a fairy jBile, arift I am not as 
young as 1 was tlmn. Ysu sc?© T ^^quire a stick to 
enable mo to get along, and am bent almost double, 
and can walk but very very slowly. My i^yea are so 
dim, 1 can hardly distinguish your little merifr faa^s; 
my ear win hardly catch tliq wund of your Voices ; nor 
is my mind what it was. My has lost its 

vigour and freshness ; momosty itseR bos nearly deserted 


% 

me; but I love you* daarly, and like to give you plea- 
sure. Howt^'er, I doubt if my poor batc^ head could 
now make a fairy tale for ^ou, so I will tell you one 
which I heard so often from mjj mother that I think I 
can repeat it word for word.’ ' • „ 

^le children joyfiillf gathcrtijl around the old man, 
who passed his hands for a moment aqross his wrinkled 
brow, and began his story as follows ; — 

My mothty and your great-grandmotlier, Mqiieline 
jGeoflrey, was Bie daughter of 41 linendraper, who, at 
The time I speak of, had been residing for three years ^ 
in the Rue dc^s Bourdonnais, close to the Cemetery of^ 
the .Innocents. One evening, having gone sAone to 
vespers at tlio church of St Eustace, as she was has- 
tening. liome to her mother, who liad been prevented! 
by illness flVim accompanying her, she heard a great - 
noise at Hi top of the street, and looking up, saw an 
immens<r!tmb hurrying along, shduting* and hooting. 
As they were then in the midst of the trouJbles of the 
Fronde, Madeline in alarm hurried towards the Idus#, 
and having opened the door by a latcli-key, was turning 
lt> clo.se it, when she wna startled on seeing behind her 
a yoman wrapped in a black mantle holding two chil- 
dren by yie hand. Tliis AToimui rushed past Mialcline 
into the shop, exclaiming, ‘ In tlu? name of aU you 
liold most dear, save me ! Hide me and my children 
in • some corner of your house ! IIoAvever helpless 
and unfortunate I may appear at this moment, doubt 
not my power to i)rovc my gratitude to you. ’ 

‘ I should want no reward for helping the distressed,’ 
said Madeline, deeply touched by the mother’s agony; 

‘ but poor protection can this Jiouse afford against a 
brutal mob.’ T'he stranger cast a hurried and tearful 
glance around ; m lien, suddenly uttering a cry of joy, 
she fixed her eye upon part of the floor almost con- 
cealed l)y the shop countCT, and rushing to the spot, 
exclaimed, * I have it I — I have it !’ As site spoke, she 
•lifted a trap-door contrived ir# the floor, opening on a 
stone staircase wliicli led to a aubterrum^n passage; 
and •snatching np her children in her arms, darted 
doMm into the gulf, leaving my mother stupified with 
astonishment. But the cries of the mob, wlio haxl 
by this time reached the shop, and were clamorously 
demanding admittance, roused her; and quickly closing 
the trap-door, she t^alliui her father, who came doAvn in 
great alarm. , 

After a short parley, he opened the door, which they 
AV(‘re beginning to force. The mob consisted of^two or 
three liundred miserable tattered wretches, wlio poured 
into the house ; and after searehing every corned of it, 
without finding anything, m-ctc so furious -with dis- 
apiiointmeut, that they seized upon Madeline and her 
fjuher. 

‘ jveliver up to us the M'omnu we are looking for I ’ 
they exclaimed. ‘ Slid is a wile sorcere^^, an enemy to 
the citizeus^of Tar is ; she takes the part of the hated 
Austrian against ns ; she is the cause of all the famiiiG 
•and misery tflat is desolating l*aris. We must have 1 
her and her children, that we luaywrcak just vengeance 
on tlie^i j » • * , 

‘We know not who you mean,’ replied my grand- 
father, who in truth was quite ignorant .of what had 
o-icTHT*xl; ‘ M^e have not seen any one: no one has 
enfereddl%) house.’ ^ ‘ 

We know how^ ttt make such obstinate old wretches 
sffeak,’ exclaimed one of the ringleaders. H© seized 
my mother, and pointing a Idaded pistol at her breast, ‘j 
cried, ‘ The woman I We n^t the woman I ’ 

At tliis .moment Madeb,!ftN being exactly over the 
^p-door, heard a slight rustle underneath ; and fear- 
ing that it would betray the stranger’s hidingplace, 
©h^^eavoifbed to dTr^w^ii the noise from below by stamp- 
ii|g.Wlth her fbdt, while #he boldly replied, ^Shave no 
ewao to gi^ up to you.’ ^ 

♦Well, then, you shall see hoiv it fares with those 
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who dare to resist us ! ’ roared 'one of the infuriated 
mob. I'oarmg off tier veil, K'^^sebsed MadVlinc by the 
hair, and pulled her to the j^round. 

‘ Speak I ’ he exclaimed, ‘ or I will ,drag you through 
the streets of I’.'^ris to the gibbet on the Place de^.ia 
Grfeve.’ My mother ultered not a word, but silently 
commended hersftlf to God. What miglit have l)C*en the 
issue Heaven only knows, had not the citizeiii in that 
quarter, on seeing their neighboui^'S liouse attacked, 
hastihf armed themselves, and disp^jrsed the mob. 
Madeuno’s first care was to reassure her almost faint^ 
<ing mother. After which, rejoining her father, she 
helped liim to barricade the door, so a^ to be prepared 
for anf new incursion, and^then began to prepare the 
supper as UBua|; 

While laying the cloth, tVie young girl debated 
whether she should tell her father of the rdiuge afforded 
to the stranger by the subterraneous ])assage ; but 
after a fervesit prdyer to God, to enable her to act tor 
the best, decided that it would be more prudent not 
j fo ‘^eii-pose ^him to any risk arising from the possession 
i of such a* secret. Arming herself, therefore, with all 
J the resolution tahe eoiild command, she jKirformed h^r 
usual Iiousehold duties ; and when her father a;ul 
mother had retired to rest,*^' and all was quj^.^t in the 
house, she took off her shoes, mid stealing down stairs 
into the shop, cautiously opened tlic trajj-door, and 
entered the vault witli juovisions for tliose who already 
were indebted to her lt)r life and safety. 

‘You are a noble girl!’ said the stranger to 
her. ‘ What do I not owe to your heroi(! devotediiess 
and presence of mind? God will reward you in heaven, 
and i trust Ho will pennit me to reeoiupcnse you here 
below.’ Madeline guztHl with intense inten-st on the 
stranger, as the light of the lamp in her hand, falling 
full upon her face, gave to view foatures >vhose digmfie<l 
and majestic expression inspired at tlie very first glance 
a feeling of resiHiCt. A long black mantle almost wholly 
concealed her figure^ aitJ a veil was tlirowii over her*' 
head. Her^’hildren lay at her feet in a quiet sleep. 

* Thanks for the fxxi you have brought,’ .said siie to 
Madeline. **Thanks, dear girl. As for me, I cannot 
cat; but my ciiildren have tasted notl .ng since morn- 
ing. I will ask yon to leave me your light ; and now 
go: take Boine rest, for surely you must want it afti r 
the excitement you have undergone.’ Madeline looked 
at her in surprise. 

‘I should have thought, madam,’ said she, ‘that you 
•would ^akc an effort to hud some asyluiq, if not iiion^ 
secure, »t least more comfortabU^ than this.’ 

‘Be*not uneasy alx)ut me. my good girl. When my 
time is come, it will be as easy for me to leave this 
place* as it was to reveal to you the secret of it.s exist- 
ence. Got)d-uight, my child. Perhaps -we may not 
mcHit agidn for some time ; but remember I solemnly 
promise that f. w ill grant any three wishes you may 
fbrm!’ She motioned to her to retire; arid that inde- 
scribable air of majesty w'hicli accompanied every 
gesture of the uuknowTi seemed as if it* left Madeline*^ 
nd chofee but to obe}* 

Notwitlistanding her fatigue, Madeline liardly slept 
that niglit. Tke events of the day had seized hold of 
her imagination, and she exhausted herself in continued 
and wondering conjecture. Who could this woil^an l#c, 
|i pursued by the populace, ar^ accused of b^ng a ifor- 
ceress, and an enemy to the peopte ? How could silt* 
know of a place of concealment of which the inhahitaifts 
^of t^e house were ignoraflt ? As vainly did Madeline 
tiy to explain her entire ^mupoasre, tlie eenainty with 
which she spoke of being aUo to leave the vault when- 1 
ihe pleased, and, above all, the solemn and mystV I 
promise she h^ made to fulfil any three w'inriies 
■ ymingr ^1. J • 

^Had jiqp, my dear childr^, been* in your great- 
'andfllother's place, should you not have ^»en ■yeiy 
i e^it^ ve|y curious? What think you? 


would you have slept a bit hotter than Madeline did? 
I hardly think you would, if I may judge from those 


eager eyes, 




;^he whole of tht? next da^ Madeline could think of 
notlilng byt her secret.’ Seated behind the counter, in 
herasual place, she started at t!ie slightest sound. At 
one moment it sedhied to her as if every one w'ho 
Lentered the" shop must discover the trap-door ; at the 
*^*next she* exiiected to see it raised to give egress, to the 
unl^1own,tlillf dizzy ^nd bewildered, she scarcely knew 
whether to believe her wliose life slie had saved to be 
jf mallhnnnt sorceress or a benevolent fairy. Then 
smiling, at lier own folly, pIk^ asked herself how a 
woman endow^ed witli suiiernatural power could need 
her protection. It is umioccssary to say liow^ long the 
tiipe aiipcared to her till she could revisit the subter- 
ranean passage, and find liersclf once more in the 
presence of the strangiT. Thus the morning, the after- 
noon, and the evening wore slowly a^' ay, and it sctaned 
ages to he/^till her lather, mother, and the .sliojunen 
were fairly asleep. 

As soa».‘ as the clock struck twelve, she rose, using 
still more X'recaution than on the preceding iiiglit. 
opcaied the trap-door, clescoiid''d the stone stain*ase, 
and entered the suhtciTaneous ])assag<‘, hut found no 
one. She turned the light in every directicni. The 
vault wa.s emx>ty: the .stranger and licr childr«‘n liad 
disappenred ! Madeline was almost as minth alanned 
sis surprised; hoM-over, recovering herself, she can'fnlly 
examined tlie walls of tlie vault. Not an opening, not 
a door, not tlic siriallest atxwture was to he seen. »Slie 
stanqK:<l on tlic ground, hut no liollow soun<l was heard. 
Suddenly she thought she iMTceived sonu,* wriiten 
chariictcrs on tlie ^tone-flag. Slui bent down, and by 
the light of her lamj) read the following word.s, evidently 
traced ifith some iMiinted instrument: — ‘ Kenu inlier, 
Macleline, that slu* who owes to thee tlie litV- of Ikt 
ciiildren, pronii«e.s to grant the(‘ three wishes.’ 

o 

Here I’errnnlt stoii^ied. 

‘ Well, ehildren,’ said be, ‘ what do yon lliiuk of tliis 
lii st X)aTt of my story, and of your great-grandmother's 
aLlveiitures ? Wmt conjectures liavo you formed as to 
the niystericVufi^ lady ?’ 

‘ Sh'.* is a good fairy,’ said little ISfary, ‘ for she can 
grant three wishes, HV- falrj' in Finotta.’ 

‘ No, she is a s(>rcpi^es.s,’ objeeted Tvouisa. ‘ Dirl not 
tlie xxjio]>le sfiy so, and tliey would not have wantixl to 
kill her unless slie was wicked?’ 

‘ As for me,' replied .Joseidi, the eldest of the family , 

‘ I Ixilieve iieitlier in w itches nor fairies, for there are 
IK) such thiiigH. Am not I right, grandpapa?’ 

Charles Ferrault smiled, hut contynt^l himself with 
saying— * Now% he off tef lx:d. J^tl getting late. Iht 
not forget to pray to God you good children; 

and I promise, if you are to-morrow, to 

liiiLsh for you in the ev^||(jpg Ihfe Iprondcrful advimtuix'.s 
of yo^ greut-grandinq|lfe?r 

Thc ciiildren kissetitlidr grandpa pii, and went to hevi 
to dream of Madeline and the fairy. 

. • 

next evening^ the old man, taking liis usual seat 
in the aifii -chair, reau^ned lii.s .^tory without any 
preamble, though ^ preamble is genvi^lly coiisideft'd 
as important by a -teller as a ]»refiu:e is liy the 
writer pf a rynumci*. He siiolnf* a#foliows ; — 

It would seem tliat my mother, in her obscure and 
peaceful life, had nntlnng to wish for, or that her 
wishes were iftl fulfil^d as s(^ as formed; for slu^ nut 
only never invokitd the fairy of the vault, hut even 
gr^tially lost all remembrance of the proniistis nuidc’ 
her by tho uiiltnowm, and the wdiolc adventure at last 
faded f»om her memory. It is true that thirteen >X:*ars 
bad passed away, and the young girl had ht'eoine a 
wife and mother. Hliehad long left the house w liere 
tli« cxjcurrencc I have related to you took pliwt*, and 
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had comedto live in the Ru« St Jacques, where we now 
reside, though I have since then rebuilt the former 
tenement. % 

M;^father, as you knovf, was a lawyer. Thoiif^of 
noble birth, he did not think it beneath him to rj^arry 
the (laughter of a shoplieeper, with but a small doyry. 
He found in Madeline’s excellent qualities, her gentle- 
ness and bcai*ty, irresistible attractions — afid who that 
knew her could disapprove of his choice? Mtulelmel 
possessed in an eminent degree that natu]fa^-iefinc?Jent 
of mind and manner which education and a knowledge 
of the woitd so often fiiil to give, w'hile it seems irAuitivie 
in some. She devdted herself entirely to the ?iiy)pincss 
of her husband and her four sons, of whom 1 was the 
yoiingcBt. My father’s income was quite sufficient for 
all the expenses of our happy family ; for a truly ha^y 
family it was, till it pleased God to lay heavy trial u^n 
u.s. My father fell ill, and for a whole year was obliged* 
to give up the profit.? of his situation to provide a sub- 
stitute ; and lie had scarcely hegiin, jiftcr his rccovA-y, 
to endeavour to rci)air tluj losses he had sulfercd, when 
a fresh misfortune occurred. m 

One night, as my mother was lying quietly in bed, 
with her four little cubs around her, she was awakened 
1\V an unusual noise to l>elk)ld the liouse wrapped in 
flames, which had already almost reached the room in 
which we were. At this moment my father appe^ared, 
and took my eldest broth(‘rs in his arms, while my 
mother had eliarge of .Nicholas and me, Avho weri' thi? 
two youngest. Ne ver shall I forget this awful moment. 
Tlie fiaines or; jiled and hissed around us, casting a 
livi<l hue over the jmle faces of iny father and motlier, j 
vlio lK)ldly advaii(‘(‘d through the fire. With great i 
difficulty tlu y gained tla? staircase. My father dashed | 
bravely fV»rvvard. Nicholas, whom my mother held by 
tlie hand, s<T(:‘anKv.l violently, and refused to go a step 
further. She caught him nji iu her arms, bill during 
the sliort ‘itruggle the staircase luid given way, and i\fl' 
a fi'W mojuents my mother stood paralysed by desiiair. 
lint soon the imminent danger Roused alf the energy 
of lu‘r heroic nature. Your grandmotlier was no coni- 
luon woman. Sin* iriimtHlintely retract'd Iht steps, and 
firmly knotting tlie bedclothes togethvfr, fastened iny 
I ’ovotlier and myself to them, and leltitig ns down 
I through the window, my lather recoived*iis in his arms. 

' Her (diildreti once saved, my mother thought but little 
^ of danger to hor.self, and she waited in calm F(*lf- 
possession, till a hulder being lamught, shc»ivas rescued. 

Tluo trial was but a prelude to many others. The 
loss of our house completed the ruin of which my 
fatlter’fi illness was the beginning. He was obliged to 
di;.poso of his situation, and ttvke refuge in small 
lodgings at Clitiillot, anil there set to work steadily 
and (‘lucrfully to support liis^'aniily, oi>enmg a kind of 
plcfuler s office for legal ttudents ; but his health soon 
I failed, Mini he lxK*ame dangerously ill. My noble-minded 
• mother struggled hard to war^ off the want that now 
i swmed inevitable; nut what availed the efforts of one 
I woman to supixirt a sick husband and four chilflren ? 

I One night came when we had litonilly nothing to eat. 
i I shall never forget my mother’s fiic.«. and the tears 
I which streamed (imvn her cheeks when one of us cried 
i — ‘Mother, we arc very hungty I '• • * 

j -She now- rcsfiviid api>ly for ludp to the mins .of 
j (’hniil(/t ; a st/p whiidi, Jo her i^lrf^t'udcnt spirit, was a 
! far greater trial thafi to. brave rifb threats of the jnob 
I or the fury of the flames. But what is tlieje too liaiil 
. for a mother who has heard Hit children ask for (bod 
which slio had not to givy them? Witlwinking heart, 
and cheek now pale, nowj criniKHn ^rom the struggle 
within her, she iiresented herself at the convent, and 
timidl}^ made known her desire to siieak j^dth the supc'- 
rior. Her v;ell-known character prcKairod her^ instant 
admission, and her tah^ once told, obtained for tier 
much kindly sympathy and tKinie relief. An she was 
j i>as.sing through the (doisti^rs on her n ay back, ^he 


was startled by a Voice suddenly demanding— ‘ Art 
thou not Madeline Perrault ? ’ , 

My mother .started; The, tones of tliat voice found 
an echo ih her me;pory, and though thirti'en years had 
elajiscd since she had heard it, lihe mcognised it to he 
that of the being who A her hi&baniTwas wont to call 
her ‘ h^iiry.’ She turned round, and ^ the pale moon- 
beams tli^it were now struggling through the long dim 
aisle fell iijion the ,w'cl I -remembered stately form, in its 
black garb ajd flowing mantle, it seemed to Madjgline’s 
>xcited imaginalion to be indeed* a being of some other 
Vorld. , 

‘I made thei^a promise,* said the unknown — ‘didst 
thou doubt my i>o\ver, that thou hast never invefleed my 
aid?’ My mother crossed* herself devoutly, now con- 
vinced that she wms dealing with a supernatural being. < 
The phantom smiled at her aw^e-struck look, and ro- 
sumed, fear not ; you havi/* hut to name three 

wishe.s, and my promise is still rtire : ihey shall be 
granted.’ ‘ My husband — oh, if he were but«noe more 
well ! * ‘I my not that to give life or healing is w^thifl 
my province to Vx'stow'. Goil aloru? holds iit his hands 
ttio issues of file and death. Say wha4 else lies near 
Ihmc heart ? * " | 

*Brea<^^ for my luishaiK? and children. Savi^^them 
and me Irom Ix^ggary and w'ant !’ 

‘This is hut one wish, and I would grant two more.’ 

‘ J ask not, w ish not for more.’ 

‘Be it so, then, Madelflie IVrrault; hold yourself in ! 
readiness to olxjy tlie orders that sliall reach yon IxTore 
twelve hours have passed over your head.’ And she 
disappeared from Madeline’s sight as suddenly as she 
had appeared to Jic i“. 

My mother returned liome iu considerable agitation, 
and told my father all that had occurred. He tried to 
jxTsuadc liiT t hat llu‘, whole scene had been conjured 
up by her own excited imagination. But my mother 
]>ersisted in repealing that nothing could Ix^ real if this 
•A^as hut fsiney ; and they i)a,“#»ed a sleeplcs.s night in 
bewildering eonjeciures. » ^ 

Early the next day a carriagt^ stopjxHl at tlie dc^:>r, 
and a foolnuin amionneed to my mother that it was 
I sent to convoy licr and her family to a place appoiiit^l 
I by one who.se summons there was good reason they 
I .should obey. No qiio.stioning (“oukl extract from him 
; any further information. You may well fancy how 
j long my father and motlier debated as to tlio prudence 
I of (jhoying the mysterious summons, *Biit curiosity at 
! last prevailed ; and to the unmixod deliglit of the chil- 
j drt'n of the *l>arty, wti all got into the carriage* which 
t(x)k the road to Baris, and drove on rapidly Hill we 
reached the Rue St Jaccpies, wliere it drew up before 
a new house ; and as the servant opened the* carriage 
door and let down the steps, my father perceived that 
it occupied the site of his house which had been burned 
down. • ^ 

Our littls party was met in the entrance by a depu- 
tation of the civic authorities, u ho welcomed my father 
*to his house, Hud congratulatod him on his being rein- , 
stated in the situation ho had long held wRh such 
credit himself, and, as tHey w'ore pioased'to adij, to 
themselves as members of the lx>dy t9 which he was 
such an lumonr. ,, 

, MyHaUier stood as if in a dream, while my mother 
sl#d t<yr^ of joy and gratitude. A letter w^as new ,i 
i||anded to her; nndhustify breaking tlie seal, she read 
Madeline, liast tliou still a wish ? Speik, and it 
shall be gratified I ’ ^ 

‘ Only tfiat I may be allowl to see my benefactress, 
to pour out at her feet myJ(K*vart’s gratitude.’ 

* And at the instant the’ door opened, and the un- 
known aiipoared. Madeline, witUelasped hands, darted 
suddeidif* forward j then as suddenly checking herself, 
Utt<^i some incoiTerent^words, broken by sol^?. 

* MadeUiu*,’ said the lady, ‘I have paid ^ut .iHsmall 
part of Ac debt I owe you. for jmu a ferocious 


» ■» 
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mob would have inurderetL me • aild uiy childt^n. To 
you I owe Uves dearer to rLe tlian niy cAvn. Ho not 
deem me ungrateful in s(^.lo^g ap|»earing to have for- 
gotten you. It lias ^3lea9eil our Heavenly ib'ather to 
visit me also with liea'r^y trials. Like ydu, I have s^n 
toy children in want of food TOich I had not to givc. 
and without a sj^'k of fire to warm their chilled limbs. 
But more, my husband was traitorously put to death, 
and I have been myself proscribed. .TOieii you rescued 
mcj Ijhey were hunting me like a wiki Ix^st, because t 
refused to take partoagainst the son of my brothef. 
»But brighter days have dawned. My son is rcistored 
to the throne of his fathers, and Henrietta of England 
can noV pay the debt of gratitude she owes Madeline 
Perrault 1 ’ r 

‘ But how can poor Madeline ever pny the debt she 
owes ? * exclaimed my mother, 

■ *By sometimes coming to visit me in iin- n^tre^at at 
ChaUlot; fotc whaf'has a queen without a kingdoifl, a 
widow weeping for her murdered husband, n mother for 
iBvfeo separated from her cliildren — what^^ms she any 
toore to do -with the world whose notliingness she has .so 
aadly exi)erieiifced ? To know tliat amid my desolatitHi 
I have made one being hapT>y, will be soothing to me, 
and ymr children’s innocent merriment perctvnice may 
b(^fuilc some lonely hours. Henceforth, Madeline, our 
intercourse will not Ix'ar the romantic character that 
has hitherto marked it, and wliich chance, in the first 
instance, and afterwards a whim of mine, has made it 
assume. By accident I wag led to take refuge in your 
house in the Rue des Botirdoiinais, and instantly 
recollected it as the former abode of Riiggieri, iny 
mothcT’s astrologer. II is laboratory was the vault 

w'hich doubtless you have not forgotten, and the cn- 
tiranee to which was as well known to me as tl\e sid>- 
terraneous passage by whioli I left it, and which led to 
the Cemetery of the Innocrents. Last night I heaixl 
all you said to the superior, tmd >vas about to inquire 
directly of yourself, wdxfii, seeing the efiect of my sud-'j 
den appear^ce, I induced to play the fairy once 
mdre. The instant yon left me I put in requWtion 
the ordy fairy wand I possessed, and money soon placed 
^my disposal tlic house which 1 hav<‘ the happiness 
of making oncie again your own. You now kinvw my 
secret, but though no fairy, I have still some* iufluimce, 
and you shall ever have in me a firm friend and jiro- 
teetress.’ g 

And from that time the queen never lost an ojqx^r- 
tunitynf sorving my niotlier and her faiyilj, and it is 
to her 1 owe the favour and patronage of the minister 
Colberf. 

‘And now, children,’ said rerrault, ‘how do you 
like my last fairy talc ?’ 


SKETCII^S IN NATURAL HISTORY. 

MOTHS. * 


species, 'fhe. iirst meal of tlie larva? is generally fur- 
1 I ni»l'Mt >>ytUod<-«ertcdes5:-s>itlKa8dtIioy thenronfuiiip 

!» importance iri the scale of creatcd^tlie pTante upon whioli they arc placed in varions way?. 


Iteings these uauajjy so much despised insects, are 
not, by an means so gen A*ally known, exeept^to the 
‘ scientific few, • as their beauty, variety, and interest- 
ijag habits and economy deserve. The idea of moth 
I suggests to many noUiing but a destmetive liyTe 
r insect that eats clothes, antbwhicl^ they arfi fbo ghul 
to be quit of if they can. It is also very generally 
employed as an image of ansignificance and contempt ; 
so that the poor tooths ar^by the majority df mankind, | 
sadly cc^temned and ovcrl^Jfed. There are, nererthe- 1 
leas,ji|i()ng tliem of the most beautiful objects of 
Ltiqn ; and th^ most ordinary are not without a 
uiet Ijeaiity, which accords will^with ^eir des- 
^fiod of toght — the fuiet hours of twilight. 

‘“ it might almost seem a subject of wol&der tliat 


the Creator has bestowed oif creatures intend\?d only to 
come forth when they cannot be seen, Such minuteness 
of pentilling and delicacy of t^t.^ But beauty is scattered 
hdP^ with the same lavish hand as in other departments 
of nSturef: And certainly if tlj^ Author of nature has 
thought fit to create and adorn them, it must ever be one 
I of tiio liighcfit privileges enjoyed by his inielligeivt crea- 
tures to *bring them to light, investigate, and ^dmire 
thelri. Afi»itUngIy,^t is found by those who commence 
it, to ^.>0 a study of so fascinating a nature, tlint few who 
(!o s(f ever entiroly n'linquish it, hu^ continue through 
life to *draw fresh supplies of instruction and delight 
from its inexliaustible resources. To retui'n for a 
moment to the subject of colour. 

There are certain tribes of moths wdiich fly by day, 
luid in the sunshine, as vrell as by night ; and these, 
acfjording to the general rule observed in other depart- 
ments of nature, are usually adorned with brighter 
colours and stronger contrasts, lliough it has been 
found that light has nothing to do with the production 
of colour, a.s in the vegetable kingdom, for insects 
naturally of briglit hues, are all the more iidensely so 
Avhen bred in the dark; and as there is no rule with- 
out exception, some very dull-coloured 8]3ccios nr(‘ day- 
llicrs, w hile others of bright tints fly only by night. 

The insect.^ of this order, it is pretty generally 
known, are prodneod from eggs dei)os?it<>d by the ix-r- 
feet iirscct on or near the plants w Inch are the appro- 
priate food of the larva? or t'nP'Tpillars -a rtMr.arkahle 
instance of wliat has been termed instinct, a.s the inoth.s 
do not fecvl on these plants themst'lves, the srnaU 
quantity of food w Jiicli tlu y require in the jierli i t stale 
being derived from the nectar of floweis an I utlicr 
saccharine Huh.stancee!, of -whicli some even do laa jvmi- 
take, being '*>k?8titute^ of ora! apparatus. Those eggs 
are greatly diversified iq form and uppe:irane(‘, many 
of tlicm f' inning beautiful ohjeetB under the mietoseojx* ; 
those of the or haw'k- moths, are geiv^rally 

smooth andV^bular ; those of the /iorn/o/ca, to w liieii 
tribe the silk-wonu beb'iigs, and w hich ard jnn /ev 
the cocoon -niak,*i?g moths, .are u.sua1!y circular, but 
tliUtened ; tkosc* of tin# great division of the 
or true night -moths, are spherif^al, and beautifully 
riblKxl, like little soa-urelnns ; those of the fi'ro/a* />', 
or thin-b(xlied moths, are of various 1‘onns, gene- 
rally more or less oval and depn*ssc*d; those of tl.e 
Tortmas, or leaf-rollers, and scale- like. These egirs 
somotimed hatch in a few’ jveeks, sometimes require 
months, and sometimes half the year, ac:cor(rmg to tin- 



flccording to the tribe or .species to w Inch they belong ; 
and here, agaui,®t]ie greatest diversit}- c»f liabit is to 1 c 
foetid. A(post all ,the Jarge rnotirs - sphinges, bom- 
byoes, nocjture, and geonictra* - the leavcfs jn 

a wholesale maniii^^ljearing tliem AjWn with their 
honvy mandibles; fc^ig chieljy bji night, to avoid the 
birds, and ct#icealing themselves during tlie day in the 
ground, bt?hind the leavdfe of plants, or on the bark; the 
appearance of mkhy Being aiinirahly adapte^l to the 
latter mode cou^ahnem. • 

The larvae of the Tor trices, as their name irnplits, 
general Iv roll •or curl up the leaves of the plants on 
which "icy feed, making noctunuil excursions from 
tlieir tubular ilwellings to consume the ieavea around, 
this is not by any means a universal habit, many 
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of them, feeding oil fruity amd seeds, vhich they bore the protection of the l)upae. One species (Plutella den- 
into and destroy ; ns, for instance, the codling moth teU.a% whicl^ feeds upon i^eysuckle, constructs one of 
{Carpocapsa po^Howan^), wliich commits such devasta- snowy whiteness, someiriliat in tlie shape oil a hammock, 
tion in the apple-orchands of England; and the pea- Anotheik porrecfc/fti), which feeds on the buds 
moth {Endopka pimna), tlie larva of whiiJi is seyflten of the white rocket, makes a v 5 ry similar cocoon, but 
found in peas during jjjic summer. Others five Tii the ol beautiful open network. It % among the Bombyces, 


stems of plants on the pith, and* others beneat# the howcAger, that we must look for the most regularly- 
bark of trees, • • formed cocoons, of which the common or Chinese silk- 

It is among the Tinece, however, that the mos^i worm (^ojphyx inori) affords one of the most ijerfeet 
singufar and diversified economytis to hp ft^fhd. •^liis examidcs. For ihgenuity of design, however, though 
is tlie family which contains the ao-inuc?i-dcpre^ated i^iot i)erhaps? m external beauty, it must yieldi^to the 
clothes-Dfoth — a species far from being the least#wrortljy iflask-shai)ed cocoon of the eihperor moth (Satumia 
of our notice, asVe shall immediately sec.* Many of caryit/?/), which is open at one end, but protect^ within 
these little inojcts — which (‘.ompriao in their I’hnks the l)y a number *of stiff, converging i)oint8, whi^h effec- 
smallest as well as some of the most beautiful of the tually prevent id^ress, but yield to the slightest 
order — ^reside during the larva state in moveable cases pressure from within. Very different lirom these is the 
of their own construction, wdiidi they carry about ^tith liard, gumn^ cocoon of the puss moth (^Centra idnula)^ 
tliem, and in which they pass securely the final 05 whicli jivijl scarcely yield to the edge of a knife, aftd‘ 
iuficlive pupa state previous to the di.sclosure of tire is not T)y all the storms of winter, but fr'om 

perfect iiise(‘t. I'ln^se eases are generally compose A of which the nioth, nevertheless, makes itsf w'ay witli the 
portions of leaves, &c. ; but in the instance 0^ the greatest ca^e, probably by the aid of some smvdTlt fyiy. 
different species of clotlies-niotlis, they are f^nstructed A still more aberrant kind of cocoon is maSe by 


of silk interwoven witli portions of the -wot)!, fur, or 
feathers whieh they liave l>een feeding on. Now, as 
the case wliieh the little larva makes wlientnewdy 
disclose'! from tlio egg wdl! not long contain it, despite 


e f^nstructed A still more anerrant kiiki 01 cocoon v? mane oy 
•wool, fur, or nniny of the Noctua*, most of Avhicli enter tlie ground to 
)n. Now, as complete their transfomiations. It consists of eiirth, , 
wlien* newdy .sftioothed inside into an cyal cell, and soinctiiiics lined 
ill it, despite with silk, ilero w^e might imagine there w*s still I 


the elastic nature of the wc/cnV/, it must either alter greater difficulty in the perf(*ct insect making its 
it, or make a new one as it grows, ddie former expe- escape, as the larvte sometimes go many inches into 
dieiit l)eing ]>referred. the little .animal slits it o^ai on the soil, which often hardens above them. In many 


i‘;,('b side, and inserts a. strip of new material. It is 
then easily i ugthened by additions at the ends; and in 


instances, liowcvcr, the pupa is furnished with points 
and hooks, directed li.'urkwards, ujwri the segments of 


tliis way 1 (C cases of the full-grown larvae are seen to the body, which prevent a retrograde motion, as by 
he eoinposod of :i series of concentric oval rings, having exertions it gradually bores its way to the surface, 
the orit;in;ti ‘rinall ease for a centre above and below. which is reached in many instances before the moth is 
Many of tiie'rinete sh.arew’ith theTortrices the habit disclosed. Often, however, the moths themselves have 
of rolling h ave.s ; other.s reside in fixed silken tubes ; to make their way through very rough substances, 
wliilo i; consi'hwable ruiinhv r mine in the sul^tanee of when’ it is surprising their soft, undeveloped wings are 
1 : ave.‘. t v.iing on the ])arcn-‘hvma. Among the latter not materially injured. But it is their very softness 


ioe of tlie ino<- ex(jui.site of inseet gems — tliiM 
metallic tints of .silver and gold llt'ing disposed 


at this stage apparently that preserves them, and it is 
but seldom that any defect is* afterwards perceptible on 


pniv's! metaliic tints ot .silver and gold Itt’ing disposed out seiciom Tiiax any uciocl is aiierwaxus percepxioie on 
in. spots and lanids on glosi^y lilaek, brown, orange, or the^beautifnlly-developcd insect.* This uustfet interesj:ing 
pale gi' iiind.s, Tlie brilliant metallie. lu.stre of tlie.sc pro*cc.ss of development, afti'T the pupa-case is thrown 


n’sjdeiuient spots and liars is produceit by the exquisite 
polidt of each separate scale of wbicn themrt* composed, 
contrasted with tlio- - covering tlie r 9 st of the wing; 


off, is one well worthy of our notice, and Ve slmll there- 
fore consider it rather in detail. 

After lying in its (‘ocoon, or in the ground, its 


and the 8.ame thing oeeurs ocjeasionally throughout all appointed period, whieh varies from a few days to as 
the otlier families. Many of the Tinea) likewise feed on many years, at length the critical moment arrives, 
seeds ; others on fungi, lieliene, &c.; aiubothers, again, uhen, if the pupa has been in too tky a situation, or 
on doM'l v. ood, and beneath bark. One species (6V/^c/<^a exposed to the sun's rays, which harden the outer 
■niaJir/'.n makes a gallery right through the seeds of covering, it^wdll not be able to burst its pris<»a-housc, 
the bollvliock while they are still attached to the nud must perish ere long within the pupil-case. If, 
receptaeie. Another {Tinea (p-onelh) liollows out however, all has gone on well, the sutures of tfte jdates 
grains of wheat, leaving nothing but the sbell; which cover the head ainl thorax part by the exertions 
eonnnitting sometime.'^ greA devastation iu granaries, of the enclosed inseet, 'whicli now comes forth covered 
and fiindly iKiring into»tbo w’oodwork, unlmftled by whh moisture, and immediately seeks some iierpeii- 
( ven tin' iiarilest knots of resin, and ivood which has dicular object, as a Vt'c, or stem of a plant, which 
bei'n k : tmzed. A third {Th\m doaeelh) forms long it asi’ond;^ a little way, and then betbmes stationary, 
gallerii >; in the soTid fungi which grow on old trqCvS. The wings are now very short, but generally quite even, 
Others, of the curious tribe wdiicli the Germaits von;, and without folds, exhibiting on a small scale all the 
apll\' nru e Sadtriujers ( yb/./wria), feed upon lichens, future markings. If disturbed at this juiniure,. th« 
and'auck over the 'out.side of their ^Iken crises grains insect becomes restless, n#d tlfe process of expansion 


of sand, .an 1 lUlle chips of the lichen they are feeding 
on, to strengthen and disgufte tlHunselvos# '• 


is retarded ; and should it fall, as sometiiiies happens, 
and struggle among the herbage beloV, it is frequently 


• Tlu- leaf- hre*eonstrut.’ted m the most ingenious ^skipped altogether, and the insect becotnea a cripple 
maim’i r 1)\- *tne larvai of :i narrow - wdnged ft»r life. If none oi these casualties occur, ho’Vr'e^jjer^ 

genus of luotbs {Qdn>phora\ \?Wch fci^l oh the paren-^ pafter It short time— whith varies according to the tem- 
ehyrna, like the minors ; but as they do not mine in ^X’vaturo of the air and the strength of the insect-— 


the strict sense of the wefrd, they first removp the 

epidennis, of which th^Mbnn their ca«ee. When the ^ _ 

liltle inhabitants of tlu^o ciistli i«*e full grown, they swell the nervures to th^ full extent, and the "wungs 
fasten themselvea firmly to the leaf, l)y an attach- •appear even, but slight!} concave on their upper sur- 
ment of silk round the mouth, and then turn quite jice. To remedy this, they are now closed above the 


the wings begin to lengthj^n, assuming an undulated 
appearance, which gradually disappears as the •fluii?!^ 


To remedy this, they are now closed above the 


round insidi’ — no easy process one would iimigine — so back, nieetiiig the tips, after which they are again 
that the moth invariably makoa its exit by the opiM>site brought dowij iHi each side of the body; the in^ct 
end. * osshmes its natural pbsition wdien at rest; iSU ^ 

Some of the Tipeaj spin beautiful silken cocooiij^ for short tAie is ready for fligiit. ^ 


One of the most interesting sv^ijects connected with ^cascis on the slightest alan^. dropping by a ^thread of 
these insects is the amazing vtiriety in tlic larva', both silk until the danger is over. 

in form aml^ colour, so tluitAtearly every ^il1ecies, when Having now taken a cursory and iint)erfect glance 
known, may he recoguiseiV in* this state as readily as at these in teivsting insects in tffeir preparatory states, 
when perfect. The •principal families ana genera, oun^pnce not allowing ns to do half justiee to the 
indeed, are chaiiicteri1|cd qiiite^as much by the laryie subj^t — wiaiiy parts of which have necessarily been 
as by the perfect insect. Among the Sphinges, Hie pasSted over in sikyicc — we nmy, in a future pai)cr, 
larvfe arti frequoptly adorned with bright colouVs, dis- onr af^tention more fully to tlie perfect insects 

posed very generally in oblique stripes on Hie sides, themselves, and examine some of the fanVdies more in 
They are furnished with a projeetiejn or Ifbrn on the ^ ' 

hinder portion of the body, and many pf ^hem iMjsses^ c 

a haffit of elevating Hie “head and thornxuc segment^ ^ T O WN AND C O U N TRY# 

^hen at rest, which probably induced Linnwus to give * sir. thci^ is nothing like the fine, full fiov of London tnik. - 
them the fanciful name of Sphinx. Afnong the Rom- • * l)r.roHNsoN. 

byces the larvae are frequently clothie<l with hair; .some- Lauoe cities have great faults. Of this there eim lx* 


times evenly, ^ in the tigl'i*, ermine^ and fox moths no question. Kirstjctho atmosphere is thick, heavy, a n<l 
Spihsoma, Lasswcanipn) ; and sometimes dis- davk dltoiying the lungs in great measure the aliment 
. posed in singular t ufts aiwl jiencils, :is in ^he vapnirer necossar3" for earrjdng on the functions of life — sapping 
it and tussock moths {Orgipn, Vasi/chira, &c.) Here also *1110 very foundations of health — to say nothing of spoiling 
are some of ^lio mftst singular forms anywhere to be tlu^ complexion, a matter of some* little irniiortanee to 
met urith.® One {Stauropm fo(p) is remarkahlj' like a all, jmd to ladies on the slnuly side of tliirty in par- 
telAt^r; another genus {Noiodonta') has fcirvae which ticular. 

emulate life onx>ked branches of an old oak; a tliird Then noise. and turmoil of a great city, from tin* 

(^Centra) has lajwa' of the brightest colours, which cany thunder of artiller}'' on a da^-^ of rejoicing, to the cease- 
• both head and tail in the air, from the latter of whi^ih less niyl nameless hum that“wouh.l seiun to fdl the very 
arise Jw'o singular diverging appendages. TJie larva* realms of space 1 

of the Noctuae are for the most part smooth and eylin- Tlien the ever-moving panorama of daily life, the 
dicical, and of dull colours, principally shades of brotvn, mnltiplieity of objects for ever crossing and I'l -f rossing 
green, and gray ; but some are ornamented with very before the cyv, threatening to obliterate its vision he- 
l>riglit tints, and clothed with hairs and protulx>ranet*s, fore fJu* lapse of shall have worked their in< \ it- 

like the Bombyces, to which fainil.v some s.vstematists able destiny ! 

hare considered that they more appropriately belong. Ihen the dust of tlie sumnu'r, and the dirt of the 
Their true iwsition, h()W(*ver, would seem that of the winter, and the snifoenting smokt* of all seasons ! 
link Ixitwcon the two. Verily, large cities have great fnidts ; the fact e.nmot 

Tlie GeometreC are at once distinguished by the lx* eviidtHl even hy their most ardent votar its, Horace 
singular character of tlieir lan'a*, which are much Walpole admitteti it ; Johnson did not altempt tt) dis- 
elongated, with feet only at the two extremities of j pute it ; |vhy, then, should I seek to deny vJiat 1 feel to 
the lK)d.v, so that when they move, it is by alternately I he undeniable? Happily, liowvwer, there can be no 
.extending the body, and torn ling it into a loop, exactly • sliadow without sunshine, so that a great city is imt 
resembling the Greek l<4tter ib From this curious Ndthout its oqp prieeless advantage — its cloak oi' ebarii v 
; mode of pro^'ssion tljt'y received tlu^ir original dcsig- that covers its multitnfle of sins, 
nation of Gmmetersy or measurers. Here the prewiil- The citizen within its walls, the .slrangei' within its 
ing tints are, brown and green. Most of them are gates, the wavfay*r within its str(*ets. may eaeli venture 
smooth, but a few are rough and tuberemuted, Avhieli, in an honest way, think his own thoughts, s])t^ak Ids 
added to their ordinary position wlien at rest — grasp- owui \vords, afid^rejoiee in the uns]H*akable eomfert of 
ing a twig firmly with their liind-fect, with the rest having an opinion and a wdll of bis own. He may 
of their bixly stithy elevattni at an angle of 4.5 de- proclaiin it froin the pinmxilc of St Giles's, tlu- Cobinin 
grees— greatly fiivours their concealment; and altiioiigli in Sackville Street, or ''the dome of St Pauls, if lu* 
the theory of aflaptation to concealmeii^ inis been choose* to ilo s/f), and no one sliall challenge bis right to 
laughed at on the ground that some larva} are of Vi-iy this glorious privilege. Ve.s, this lux my that would 
bright afid conspicuous colours, yet it canhot on that seem the birthright of Britons, is tlie iHK-uliar grace 
accoiintihold less true, supported as it i.s ly indubitable accordeil to its denizens by a metropolis aloiu*. Talk 
facts. Throughout the whole of this family it is espe- of trial by jurj^ and the Halxos Coqms ! Tlie^^ do ni»t 
j cially evident. Green larvie in the i>(>si(ion df'scrilxd deserve to be mentioned in the same category with ii. 

i above resemble leaf- stalks; brown ones, short 'lead Such is now my settled ^conviction, Aet lunv liglitlv 

1 twigs. Others are coloured suitably to their fofnl and did I .appriK-iate it a single inollth ago! 

: habits. One wliicli abounds qn moor.s {^Kupithecia avgvy- ‘ J^a vie no se vf ndv a nous meines (pi'rtwc h> fhor 

i lata) is of a delicate pink, like the blosseni of the des ormfiion.^ says the h'ruich phiUisoplicr ; and Iriil^' 
heath on which it feeds. Another species of Kiipithecia, enouglp since, 'out for the accidental circum. ‘Stances I 
which feeds on the flowers of ragwort, isHif a gohhai about to detail, the full worth of one of tlie most 
fellow. .Another, fouml on tlie juniixT, is exactly the valuable of the social comforts of life might never have 
■ peculiar blu<sh green of thedeaves of that plant, f But been revealed to Hie. 

it is Vieedless multiplying instances, which occur con- In the beginning of Siyitctnla*!* in tiu} pa d year 
stantly to oveiy (fbserver of these insects. Again, it is of I made up *iny mind t(^ turn my back upon 

worthy of remark that throughout all the diffirefit, Bondon, where I haywn'shlcMl all iny pot fur. Paris* 
fiiqpilies, larvae which feed on roots beneath thj s^irfactr or Venice, as everjdionjgjglse had Ixen doing, hut for a 
f)f the ground, or in the inteftor of .stems, &c*. wherei ►secludpd village in a county that liudl 1 k} nameless, 
colour would be of little apparent use in any w-ay, art# n(*arly cquidisfant from Lonllon and the metroiiolis of 
generally nearly without it f those cases where it d(K*s the Sster kingd^. Yes, I n*Hoh ed to rusticate in 
*"%ecur; as in the larva of t}ie goat moth {VoMius ligni- real earnest — tb anapjit once Vi chain of annoy imces 
perda% being again the excCJ^ion, and not the rule. great and small, whien .se( in4‘d to liavc atx'umulatcd 
In the Tortrices and ^ine«ey the larv® generally taper* upon me ‘in Ballaiious,’ and seek in the serenity of 
, tniore or less tov\irds^^ e^tremitit^s ; some of thenr the cbnntry thar iK*ace v liieh seemed scared away from 
qiilte fusiform, or spindie-shaped. Most cif them me in to\^n. 

active in their moveftieyts, espepi^ly My nsusHy tranquil life hud Ix^en invadcnl l>y a com- 
i whieli wriggle ffiickwards out^ their plication of losses and vexations, and 1 was on the verge 
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of a nervous fever. My inoome, never very large, had 
hecii cl iTnini shod nearly ft third by the depreciation in 
the value of railwjnr proj)crty ; my landlord, after 
beguiling me into rclnewing my k?ase for another seven 
years by a promise of tloing. to my house cverjgJJiing 
that the liearfc could desire, had finished by ej^uent 
silenee on the subject^ which indicated very cleanly his 
determination to do notliing at al! ; my new neighbour, 
Mr Marjory tlio solicitor, whose l^y’s elaborate tavili- 
ti('s I had some difiiculty in evading, had begn heard \l) 
liint something about an action fftr trespnas^fter12iving 
caught niy nephew, a Westminster lad of fifteem scaliiif^ 
the j)arty-wall bej(wc‘en our liouse in search ^f rf^v^anr 
Imll, My old neighbour on the left had begui^ painting 
his house on the day (jf my dinner-party ; but this was 
mere accident. My beautiful King Charles spaniel, 

' with the shortest of noses and tht? longest of ears,, had 
I mysteriously disappeared, simultaneously with the 
i arrival of the plumbers and glaziers ; and the old friend 
to wliom I hnuented my loss, and the three guineas 1 
! had evpondiHl in iidvcrtising my misfortune, haA r(‘- 
i ferred me to the Idfi* of Sir Astley Cooper for infor- 
mation as to iho part lie had taken in the Jnal destiny I 
of many a drawiug-rtiom favourite, by way of solution 
I of tlie possible ultimate fate of mine; and finally, to 
j complete my annoyaiK'OS, when stung inUi an uiflisual fit 
I of asperity and energy by all tbose vonirelemps. I had 
I venlured to remind my middle-aged cook that it w^as 
! nnbesceming a woman of forty to encourage the atten- 
; tioiis of a footboy of eighteen, 1 was struck dumli.bj'^ 
i being requevt^' l to ‘ purwide myself’ that day month, as 
; she iiad lioen married to pour William ‘a fornight come 
, Monday;’ find after having servcKl me faithfully for 
; twt'lve yv^iirs, <lid not deserve, she thought, to have lier 
; feelings rent by sueli remarks. 

! For t]ies(> vexations there seemod but one renK*dy. 

! 1 wrote to the fricml who lived farthest from the screiK* 

I of my worries, and jujccptc d on the instant the invita- 
tioii that aimaally arrived witli the basket of gahie, i 
blit wliieli liud hitherto lK*en put off with the platitude. 

‘ »'f the pleasure to come,’ or ^lostponeA to that inde- i 
; finite pi-iiod, ‘a more eonvenient season;’ placed my 
liouse at t'nc disjiosal of the newly-married couple for 
I tlK' lemaiiider of the honey inooi^ ; T;avc my parlour- | 
I maid l6avo to visit her friends and take her boanl- j 
j wages with h<a*; secured the riglit-lflind eorner of the j 
! nuipif^ and hade adieu to every disagreeable, save the i 
i wliirl of forty miles an hour, and the smell of the hKro- 
i motive engine. * ^ | 

j How ealiii and beautiful is nature even in the clo.so : 

vicinity of a gi’cat city ! How invigorating the gusli of j 
, fresh air tlmt seems to weleoinc you as you emerge ! 

; fr;)m tile v ilderues.s of brick and mortar — how broad | 
and expansive tlie sweet unduJatkms of upland and 
' lowland — how rt'freshing the eye tlio smooth green 
> l)astur(‘s — how' holy setfn.s the brooding silence of the 
I eoiintry — how calm its solitude, only varied here and 
! there by some seejiidcd dwt'yiug ! Now and tlien may 
i be descried some sign of mortal life in the progress of 
ngi*icuUuie. but so feiv an<l infrequent, tliat ft wouljd 
seem ns tboegh the prinu'val curse had Ix'Cii withdrawn, 
and till teeming earth brought fort‘s her rich produce 
1 irre.sjiective of t he htlioiirs of man. 

Instinct ively 1 felt alnlftt filt iiiy co^y of CiAper, 

• that sweeti^ phinfer of pastorjU life. Could I liave^ 
forgotten No; t^ert* it pmd it opemed at the 
passage - if ^ ^ 

* ^'is plcas.ant through ^lic loopholes of retreat 
To peep at such a world — ^to 860 the stir • 

Of the great Babel.’ * 

Tlie Sor/t/s Cowperiatm had not*b(‘eii propitious. I- 
closed the volume, contented to ct\io^ the present, and 
resolving not to Ik; too solicitous for the tuture ; and 
j Ih this iiappy frame of mind I journeyea on, every 
I milestone passed convincing me of the^wisdom of my 


decision, though it Iw^^ been a hasty one. My crumpled 
nerves had alread.f been jniootheil into calmness ; my 
mind had s^patWeed iv«h my body. Frym the tremu- 
lous it htui subsided iiTto Jblie pciiceful, from the peace- 
ful it had growi>,into the poetical, and from the poetical 
it had risen into the sublime J and I was in the midst 
of Milton’s ‘ Morning Alymn’ when the train stopped at 
the little Station whicli aniiouriceil ^lio termination of 
my journey. 

I .'It oiitie descijed the family livery on the platform. 
In a few ipinutes my wiirdrobe properties had been 
disinterred from the van, and |Jill of pleasurabkf hopes 
and anticipations, I was in the pony-chaise trottiqg 
along cool gr^en lanes, and within a quarter of an hour | 
both my hands were clasped in those of my liypochon- 
dria<;al male cousin at tne garden gate, whilst a long 
silent kiss from his sister-in-law wiis as eloquent oj 
welcome the ‘At last you arc (romel’of her it>^ 
sweet vo^n|; ^ 

My deaf* epp sin her.self installoil me jn my pleasant 
chamber; wheeled the low arm-chair tj,^ bright 
crackling ire ; drew out a hassock for my feot,^hnic;d | 
a cushion for my liead ; and wdiilst the ‘ •neat- 1 winded 
X’hiUis’ was busied with the bandboxes, herself dis- 
jpensed the fragr.aut coffee tliat was to solace me .'iflcp 
the fatigues of my journi y. How' deligh t fnl was all this ! 
\Va.s it not w'orth coming ;i hundred miles to enjoy? 

For a time we could do nothing but gaze at each 
other, and, with tlie freeniasoury of affection, ro.ad the 
thoughts that were eoftimon to both of us. Since w'o 
had parted, nearly twenty years had elnxised. 1 wa.s 
then a blooming miss in my teens, assiduously cultivat- 
ing tlie airs and graert's proper to the age, whilst /tfie 
w'as the very type of linishi^d V»)iuanbood. Calm as a 
sorapli, bright as an angel, I luul thought her when w'e 
met after her marriage tour. Alasl cto the annivor.sary 
of that day had come round, she was a widow in the 
house she had so Iwiefiy graced as a liride I and in com- 
Xdiance with wishes ratlier inqilied than expressed by tier 
late husband, had thus (;ontiqiied ev(;r since, meekly ful- 
filling to an exacting Iwotber-ii^-law the duties of a wife, 
without either its dignity or its solace to*siistaia Ikt. 

IIow' long our lit of social sileiuH; might ha ve laated 
T know' not. 1 w-as aroustH.1 from mine by a stroke on 
an Indian gong. ‘It only the dressing signal,’ said 
Liicilla, in reply to my look of inquiry. ^ Dimier w'ill 
be serv'ed in :in hour ; but 1 hope you wdll not trouble 
yourself to dress much, for I am sure my brother^vill 
excuse you after so long a journey.* If, however, yon 
will pardon me,’ she added, ‘ 1 will go downi to Charles 
now', as I i?an easily dress wlien you are in thc»drawing- 
rooiii.’ , 

Now', as I never had the sliglitest intention of chang- 
ing my hiuidsome black moirt' drcss on the evening in 
question for any other, I felt a little surprised that my 
eouj'ii’.^ X>ermission to do as T chose in so simple a 
matter should seem to^ie^necessary. How'ever, I made 
no remade, but at leisure donned my Memi-toVlettc cap, 
exchanged my rumpled muslin sleeves for a pair of lace 
ones to mateli it, drew' on my gloves, shook out my 
handkerebief, desi-ended the :^rst fliglit of istairs, r^- 
turi^'d for my nettiiig-tiiso, and found iiuy bachelor 
cousin installeil in the most comfortable bergero In the 
(Irawing-n)om. I congratulated liini on bis goyd looks 
•-a» compliment from which he plaintively dissented, 
vetuniing it, however, with much empresseiuHnt of fan- 
ner, anA wdtli, I doubt tiot, equal sincerity. * 

I As the clock struck six, dinner was announced. My 
cousin, with the grace* of»Sir Charles Grandison, took 
my horJtl, drew my arm w;jthin bis, placed me -on Irff* 
right side, and again bade me welcoi^p to hearth and 
board. 

0 Having so lately taken coflfeoy I was about to decline 
the sqiip, when J feh rather than saw the shadow; of a 
id||ide crossiixg flic bland coiititenahce of my host, f The 
staipchded plate w^as^ therefore accepted f AbjUservant 






who was handing it seemed ratW relieved, and I Mt 
Bomehow as if I had been o» the v6rge of committing 
myself. , * ^ , * 

The remainder of the dinner os pleasant an^ chattyj 
though, by the way, the subjects discuiised were purely 
of a public nature — tlniQueen *pd the royal children, 
Prince Albert and the Exhibition of 1851 ; and as we 
were all agreed jn our loyalty, we had little \o do 
beyond echoing each other’s sentiments. Wt sat, I 
thought, rather long over the dessert v-at length LucUla 
gave the signal for our departure. Ilyr brother rose 
and Ojjbned tJie door, bowed gravely as we passed, held^ 
ij; open till we cross^ the hall, and then closing it very 
softly, returned to his port-wine and siesta. 

I Imow not how it was, but though a bright fire 
burned in the gmte, a sense chilliness came over me 
^when we enteretf the drawmg-room ; and as the evening 
wjis delightful, I proposed a walk in tfio grounds, 
p Lucilla a^eed that the sunset hud been most brilliant, 
but con tlnuedr with dier arm in mine pacing up and 
down r>om. At length I drew her through the 
c#ni^vatory to the very steps. She, howe'er, gently 
prevented hiy egress, observing that perliaps dear 
Charles would rpivfer showing me the grounds to-' 
'morrow, if I did not mucli mind waiting till then. *1 
rememj>ered that Louis le Gland had drawn pp with 
his own princely Augers the programme of tlie arrange- 
ments for visiting the gardens of VersaillcsJ, and is 
even susp^ted of' having coveted, to Ids djdng day, the 
office of cicerone to the fomitaihs and terraces. I con- 
cluded, therefore, that mj^ good cousin sIirvchI the royal 
predilection in this respect, and was quite satisfied to 
’ restrain 'my curiosity for Jds gratification until the next 
morning. 

We resumed our diat and promenade together. How 
many trifling events lived in our remembrance, as 
one circumstance tecalled another, wliieh else might 
have slept in oblivion for ever I We spoke of the 
strong tie of iffi'ection that had bound \is together, 
notwithstanding the dispj^rity in our ages, and endea- 
Toureil betw^n us to troche its origin. 

1 tfemindetf her of many trifling kindne.sses on Iter 
payt wliuili she, had long forgotten, but wliich had had 
no small influence in the love I bort‘ Iver; and was m 
the midst of a remini. scimce of a rather early date, of 
which my childish awkwardne.‘ii? and her Christian 
charity formed the principal features, when I fancied 
I felt a alight pressure of the arm, and at the same 
time a jingle of spbons announced that tea |^as .served. 
Had the sound startled Lucilla, or was the pressure a 
mute Wifi’qing to he silent? The conversation hatl 
nothing <n it either very treasonable or very confi- 
dential, and 1 concluded, therefore, that in the lattcT 
surmise I must have been mistaken. My cousin now 
made his appearance, roused up the sleeping fire into n 
bright blasEe, and I could not help thinking that its 
ruddy light rdfle<jtcd as contented a trio as any in tlie 
county. " 

As the evening advanced, Charles challenged mo to 
a game of ches.s. I atxjcptetl the proposal, •as in duty 
l;ft)und, though I had mqch rather have ‘ fallen to talk.* 

I, however, made the best fi^lit I could ; watcheti Ms 
tactic^ and acted, on the defensive, till, at the end of 
two hours, tlie board was cleared, and myself soundly 
1)eiften. * Bear Cliaries'was in charming spirits, th^gii i 
tooyvell bred to manifbst much trimnph at my 
mure. He praised my play-^I Vather wondered at it — i 
and promised me my reven^ bn another occasion. The ' 
Mid water trail then b«)u^t in, and I retired to 
robm, where ererythiag seemed redolent dried 
roae lar^lder, ahdl peacefhl tecuirity. 

The sonff of birds, the Mght light, and the unwonted ' 
apmid mbwer wtewmg hia scythe, awoke me afr 
I turned to sleep agam, but In^ vain : 

and^tBsociatl^ma rende^ 
and 1 therefore 


tegaled my senses by gazing /in the bright landscape 
beneath me. Should I surprise Lucilla at the break- 
fast-table with a bouquet of my/>wn gathering, as an 
evidence of my improved habit? early rising ? Yes I 
—thr temptation seemed irresistible I I threw on my 
shawPi-fon there was a freshness in the morning air 
to wkich I had not ,had time tS become inured — and 
descended tlq^ staircase, where I encountered the house- 
maid at her duties. , She looked at me with undis- 
anw.ement, inquired if I was unwell, of had 
mistaken tie fiour, as it was only eight o’clock, and 
* ptlie faiqily never assembled in the brcakfast-*room till 
luflf-iiast nine. I was about quieting her fears on the 
score of «ny health by passing throi^i th6 open door 
into the garden, when a something in her astonished 
face reminded me of Liicilla’s words, ‘ Perhaps dear 
Charles would prefer showing you the grounds himself.’ 

I stood self-convicted ; I had not even the presence of 
iftind to get up a little shiver, and to profess to find the 
moxping air too cold for a walk. I quietly retreated t o 
my room, aifd unpiickiug my few books, r(‘ad myself 
into patience until breakfast. 

After a fufficiont time for the comfortable digestion 
of tliat most comfortable of meals, my cousin proposetl 
lum.self/thc pleasurc of showing me the grounds. I 
congratulated myself upon tlie self-denial 1 had prac- 
tised ; bonnet and shawl wore again, more successfully, 
in rcqmsition, find taking his arm, I proceeded to make 
myself acquainted with tlu* various beauties with 
which* I was suiTouiided in a properly- accredit ed 
manner. 

My host conducted me successively to the liest 
points of view which the domain afforded, making me 
remark how a walk of upward .s of m mil* could be 
secured by following a winding path in ibo limited 
extent of a few acres. He led me to tlve sunken fence, 
which afforded an unobstructed sight of the park-like 
meadows beyond, while it effectually excluded tres- 
passers, without ofl'ending the eye by any visible 
Doundary, He called my attention to rart^ shrubs 
planted by tlie bands of distant friends — loving memo- 
rials of their regard — and exhibited fionrisbiiig exotics 
raised from J-iiiyate slips by a process peculiar to 
himself. • ^ 

I cordially iSliqjtated my cousin on all his arrange- 
ments, for, in truth, they aiqienrcd to me singularly 
happy. The grounds. 'lire, the perfection of good gar- 
dening; the roc;k-work was decidedly the be.st I liad 
ever seen; and the rustic chairs and sun-dial might 
have been fiishionod by Arcadian peasants of superior 
taste. He admitted, in a half-deprecating, lialf-gra- 
tified tone, that in his ‘wretched state of liealth’ his 
garden was a resource; observed, with a wfirmth 
decidedly complimentaiy, the real chjoymtmt of 
sharing one’s objects of interest with a friend pos.sofised i 
of ‘the virtue of appreciation,’ Stud in the ardour of the * 
moment intreated that I would affbrd him the advnn- 
tago of my admirable tast« by suggesting some altera- 
tion for the improvement of his grounds, and thus 
Milk my name with those of the* other friends ivlio had 
aided to make them what they were. 

Where everything seemed, of its class, to approacli 
so n^firly to perfcctioi^ . it appeared a work of super- 
erogation to suggest any change^ At length, when 
I duly pressed, I rciu^bereil having ok oo seen, the 
broad-leaved .ground-ivjj^lantedf star-like, round the 
fJbot ofi a spreading beech, and tliat *lt8 glossy leave.s, 

‘ meandering on the green s^ard, looked like the spread- 
ing roots of tho tW. I therefore suggested whethe r 
such an appendhge tO ^ds own' drooping Swiss lime 
miglit not iKirhaps enhance its dieauty, even more than 
'the closely-cropped turf by which it was surrounded. 

I My cousin listened attentively, seemed, I thought, 
struck witii tlie idea, thanked me ‘ very much’ for thte 
suggestion, said he would think the matter over, and 
i then proposed* our ret^ to the housevas be ha^ ho 
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feared, Mttle more to sha#*me t^rorthy my atteMion. 
Alas ! hiB cordiality of manner had subsided into hia 
habitual bland politi%iGlss. 1 felt that my usual tact, 
on which I specially |)rl(ie myself, hod here failed me, 
and reproached myself for the unnecessary c^^our 
which hod caused to forget that a itiqilwt for 
advice was too generally merely a flaim to approbttion. 

We walked together to the vestibule, jwid I was on 
tliG i)oint of returning to enjoy another stroll by my. 
self, ^I'hen Lucilla, putting somei letter^ ln4d mii^ana 
which had arrived in my abeence, suggesfefi wheflier I 
should iiot fatigue myself by walking any louf er, andi 
that, as many of dnr friends were aware of nfy expected 
arrival, we jifanuld doubtless liave visitors, aud^perhaps, 
therefore, I tvould scat myself in the drawing-room with 
as little delay as might be agreeabic. 

Ab it was a matter of entire indifference to me where 
I wrote my two uniinportant notes, I offenMi no objec- 
tion to this arrangement ; and having refonned my 
toilet, which my morning stroll had s(^ewhat» dis- 
arranged, I took my blotting-book and embnjidory, and 
seating myself at a writing-table in an emlwasure of 
one of the windows, commenced my morifing's occn- 
l>ation. A sound of wheels, however, soon interrupttid 
my employment. T exehangcMl my seat at thcHwindow 
for one next the sofa, leaving the post of lionour vacant 
for the arrivals. Ijucilla also arose, and in passing the 
table when* I had Tkm?!! writing, gav^e hersedf the need- 
less trf)iil>le, as it poemed to me, of closing my portfolio, 
and rc-arranging the writing materials which*! Mad 
Ikcu using. Slio received licr guests with a grace 
peculintl) her own, presented me to tliem as one hnig 
known to them by good report, and we were soon gaily 
discussing the news of the day. It did not seem the 
vsdfje (In niaison to work, so 1 laid asid(^ the embroidery 
I liad taken up on (juitling writing, and devottxl 
myself exclusively to the eonversation aifoiind me, 
which V as carried on with much spirit and intelligeTjce. 
Otlnr arrivals BuceotMled the first |»nrty, and a long 
nionnng was thus eheerlully whiltHl aw»y. 

Once or twice 1 faiiciecl cousin looked at me 
with ni» air of some disquitfiiide, for which I was wholly 
vmablo to account. I was conscifHisHjf being in a mo.st 
ainiablp imxid, and not in iny vn^rst lopks ; my cache- 
mire brod^e 1 knew to lie the mod*, and iny simple 
morning cap irreproachable ; still I felt the look had 
some reference to myself,, though on what account, I 
found it impossible to divin<v ^ 

At length all the guests had de|>arted. I congratn- 
luted jjjy cousin on tlie pleasant circle .she had drawn 
around her. >Sho felt, she said, that they were fortu- 
nate in this rcRpect, though the h(?alth of her brother 
precluded her from seeing as much of their neighbours 
as she could wish ; and aij|er a pause of a few minutes, 
during which I Tesumej^ my work, she inquired, with a 
little hesitation of manner, whether I never wore 
mittens. 

I c(»nfess I did not exo^ly see the bearing of the 
question, Init I answered that I did so sometimes, oflbr- 
ing her, if she were in want t>f any, a selection lYom '.fti 
assortment of everj" description, from the Irish gossamer 
to the veritable MalteMr. I was abfiut to add, however, 
that mitterts were decided\>' pa^s^ in London, wl'^n elie 
interrupted me. by» smilingly thanking me for my offer, 
and obserjrjigg that she would ^ily trespass upon my» 
kindness to asl^ mc^to wear V|iem myself. I probably 
still looked rather puzried, for she ei^plalned that t,W 
tkneied Some of our visitor^^ had noticed their absence,’ 
and as every one wc^ them tbejib. she feawd they 
might think me ratHw odd.^ I Umsubout to say what 
I thought, that if tlvsy did, I# would endeavour to 
survive it ; but Lucilla looked so meek, and feaiful of 
having offended, that I could but kiss her, and promise < 
to give no ground for any Imputation on that score for 
the future. 

Day succeeded day of tranq^tiil unifbrmity, unmarked 


by eveii the variety W ‘ the migration from the blue 
bed to the bjown.* I.thoiyht of Kasselas in the Happy 
Valley, and reasoned qs ne did. 1 somolimeB longed 
for a ratnble instead of at promenade, and discovered 
myself that thesi path of daily? life mny b(‘ even too 
smoothly macadamise J. My pxmdi^s by no means 

antagonistic ; but I felt it would be a relief now and 
then to say, * I differ,* instead of, * l)(kyou tliink so ? 
the neai^cst approach to di.ssent that the nerves of my 
cousin .seemed capable of sustaining, 
j At lengtl#tli^ circle of visits having been recej^ed, it 
became necessary to acknowledge them. The return 
calls went oft; on the whole, very satisfactorily, noV 
withstanding ^ne or two shortcomings on my part. On 
one occasion, when clost^y pressed, I was unable to 
deny (for I knew both) that ! though t,jWorse men were 
to be tbunc^ upon earth tluin even l)r Pusey, and few* 
better than Baptist Noel, though he had gone out 
from aipfhg us. I confessed that I had listened to -the ' » 
reasottiflge^ Dr Chalmers on churCh establishments, and 
of Hr Wardlaw on the voluntary system, ancUSh ought 
with Uneft Toby ‘ tliat much might be said b(th 
^ sides.’ I acknowledged also that I read tlie two great 
rival reviews, and was not prepared to pin my faith 
dpcclusivcly on either. Alas! all this was InexplicaMc* 
to my iiicpiisitor, who recl’ogniscd no divided allegiance, 
and whose motto seemed to be in the words of ancient 
Pistol — 

‘ I hider which kingf Bezotiian? — speak, or die !’ 

As a matter of feeling, as well as of taste, 1 never 
nndervaluc the prodnedions of any one, yet when called 
upon, on another occasion, to express an opinion on a 
Saracen in Berlin wool, 1 found 1 fell far short of what 
was expected of me, thongh 1 awartled to it the meed 
of praise it richly deserved, as ‘a matchless piece of 
needlework.’ Alas! I could not say that I should over 
have mistaken it for a painting by Landseer, as the fair 
artist assured mo everybody else liad done. 

As tlie period drew near i()r my departure, 1 tbit an 
increasing conviedion that I wins not ad^ipted for ‘ life 
iif a village.’ I wa.s sensible* of a constant fear of 
oftbnding some prejudice, or running oonntcr to some 
preposses.sion. My preference of books to Berlin work 
was decided. I cotfld not make a magazine last more 
than three days, or a memoir extend beyond a week. 

I Avas accustomed to be nnderstocKl when I spoke in 
metaphor, and to bo allowed the privilege of laughing 
at, and Ixdiig hnighed at by, those I loved, without 
being suiy^osod to derogate from their dignit}^ or niy 
mvii. The general impression, that ‘ you iifi ay do as 
you like in the country,’ appeared to me to be utterly 
thllucious; ‘ the crust of bread and liberty* of Prior’s 
country mouse was certainly a delusion. Everybody 
seemed to live under a species of domestic espionage, 
and to lalK)ur under a constant fear of provoking the 
‘ wonder ’ of his fteighbaur, to evacl^ which appeared 
ahnost riie business of life. The chains might be in- 
visible, and light as gossamer, Mut chains they were 
notwithstiftiding. 

• O’er all there hun^a slntdow and a /car, 

A Bense of mystery the spirit daunted, * 

That said, as plain as words u^ou the ear, 

• • The place Is haunted. • 

' I a’4i almost afraid tjjat Lucilla suspected my w«a.^- 
neSs, for she redoubled her exertions to entertain me. 
Alas! could she have diminished them one half, she 
Would, I doubt not, have attained her object, fbr th( ^fi - ^ 
is a neglect that is flattering, and a seeming inattention 
that is the perfection of welcome ; fdt;lo be constantly 
reminded that you are a visitor, ia iiol; ttie best way to 
make you ffcel perfectly at hoitt; 

cousins ]^nentod my approaching depittur^ and 
lllfged me ta extend^y stay With them a jittle lotiger. 
t therefore delayed my Jbuwi^ afew dayi|i*o prove 
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thatlwfis not tired of the coivftry. They spoke of 
tbo blank my absence wo^d occasion in tlieir quiet 
houseliold ; pnd when Lueimi, with tears *jn her eyes, 
bade me farewell and God-speefi, 1 felt a sense qf almost 
self-reproach as I tlioKf^lit of the monotonous winter 
tliat awaited lie^ andtonged ty carry her away with 

Oil how welco^ie was the distant view of the*‘gre%t 
‘ wilderii(‘ss of brick and mortar ! * How toloimt had 
I grown of all its hnperfections ! Row pretty seemed 
the roadside villas, as we approaches its vicinity 1 
How ^mart and trim^ the young nurse-maids ; how^ 
bright and intelligent the well-drt*9sed ddldren; and 
what an air of pleasant bustle and activity the busy 
streets presented! My spirits rose with the sight of 
the* vitality around me ; I -vf ould have done any thing 
for anybody, it my fervour of rejoicing, I determintHl 
*to grace ray return, after the manner of tfie kings of 
oldj by a general amnesty. I would no longer respond 
to Mrs Mariory*s civilities by the * mutilated curt9i*j",* 
and wg^ld^iven endeavour to tolerate (provided I had 
-net do so too often) the stealthy step and lynx-eye 
of her resiiectable husband. I would make one more 
gracious appcal^to the conscience of my landlord before' 
^finally giving him up as the most faithless of men ; tli^ 

' i^mory of my lost favourite should weigh on mj; spirits 
no more, and tlie cook and f(K>tl)oy rf^oice in a free 
pardon ! 

I How plcMsant were the first days of my newly- 
acquired liberty of action ! — th<? recovery, as it were, of 
faculties that had seemed useless, if not actually bur- 
densome I could now question the soundness of a 
^proposition without offending the propounder, or laugh 
at'^his favourite theory without having niy gocxl faith 
doubted for so doing. 1 could now and then lounge 
in my chair, or ev^ put my feet ujx)!! the fender, 
without being supposed to have irrevocably com- 
promised my dignity. I could acknowledge a Ixslief 
that an English houseliold might not bo the worse 
ijjar a French cuisine, and^not lose my chjiracter for 
patriotism; and coniess^to a friend my preference for 
Bimi^e blue f/ver yellow, without the necessity for.a 
previous reference to the colour of her window curtains. 

Tnie, indeed,* it is that blessings must be lost before 
they can be fully appreciated. The story of Pet(?r 
Schlemil has ceased to be a mystery to mc^. I can 
; sympathise in all the trials and i)erplexities of that 

i; iiiuch persecuted young man, and understand how the 
loss of even oue’sa shadow may Iw a misfortune, after 
having all one’s life had tlie comfort of ]X)sse8sing it. 

r 

•» _ 

MORLAND THE PATNTKU. 

The biography of a painter, in most cases, if it could 
1)C truthfully gathered from the trerisury of his own 
experience, would portray the action of struggling both 
within and without — struggling with the difficulties of 
his art, and with ftie social diMcultics to whiclathc pur- 
suit usually subjects. its disciples. In most cases the 
painter’s career is marked at its outset by the uneasy 
fretting energies chained to an uncongenial employ- 
' roent, frn|i v^iich, afte/ an unfulfilled apprcnticeGlIiip, 
it fireet itof to follow the bias or instinct, whichever 
it be, v'hich make^ men resign present comforts, and 
often friends, to become painters. Then, succeeds ihef 
epoch of economical troubles : the age of priva^ons ' 
stfpjforted by hope, aqd ambiKoii sustained % the 
consciousness of improvement — the age of witliheid 
patronage— painful shifts Iqr subsistence — of sldfts 
«^^ii»rder. still) to xnailiiain appearances — of overArainod 
physicil^ and l^^tal powers — of, sometime, a pencil of 
- late afternopii hi. the shape of acknowledged 

merit, not to speak of 

which it suppHes— and, lastly, akpays, 
iro M pr<mhetical consciousiAsu, wliich re^ 

I of an aftertimf of fame. Tliis nit# 


Skeleton life, whicli will fit ^nost of those wjio linvo 
atampod tlio emotions of noble minds in form and 
colour, and whose long suffering q(«4der their labours wo 
admire as much as their consiunmation. 

T^he subject of this sketch, George Mori and, whose 
whit^iorsk^s, country storm, sepsual pigs, and lean- 
ing foUard oaks, ar^^ nearly all that the aight-sceing 
publjp connc^!t with his name, these gencjral remarks 
will in no one particular apply. There is no early 
ftru^le Oij his part Jo lie recorded oitlu'r as tb his 
, art o» his sadal circumstances — he never had to glant’e 
ireproacJffully at an unsold picture — he nevef lacked 
fribnds, adtoiirers, or purchasers — ktiew no evils of 
poverty but what he wilfully created, rather we should 
say, courted— and for the glory or reward which attaches 
to posthumous famg, the anecdotes .sprinkled in the 
following outline will show at what value he appraised 
articles so difficult in this mammon age for a iirudent 
j^rson to protend to value at all. 

wish it to be understood that it is in the light 
of a warniiiff,’ and not merely a criticism, or for the 
sake of catering to the aniusem(;‘nt of read(!r9, that tlie 
notices of lU life, now almost lost to the ]>iiblie, are 
reproduced- Our English TeuitTS had many of tlwj 
rude sexual virtues; they would have Iwen virtues 
but for one besetting, iinresistcHl vi(‘e, wliieh had a 
hundred lov er satellite.s. Georgt* Morhand, the painter 
of his day, lived and died a drunkard. Like Naaman, 
he was the captain of a host, but a leper. Alas for 
list that such a lepresy shouhl not in th:it ago have 
been pronounced unclean! He was born in 17dll in 
the Haymark(‘t, Jjondoii, a lineal descendant of that 
ingenious mathematician. Samuel Morland, wlio re- 
ceived knighthood from Cliarh*s II. llis fatlier was a 
painter by profession, but of little note. At a wonder- 
fully early period, his yiste (whether by instinct within 
or accidei^ without we determine not) was developed 
— a gaudy coach, stopping for a few minutes k-fore 
his* fatlier’s door, caught the Ixiy’s attention, d'hc 
fbrra lived in ^is mind’s eye; «n old iK*ncil, rumniaged 
from the debris of a painter’s stmly, mid a soiled 
piece of paper, equipped hkn with the instruments for 
rcprixlucing tlie iijiagi'. The drawing, which wfis won- 
derfully correct, wjMi: taken from Ids hand by tlie 
astonished fiitltcr^just as the urchin had concluded 
his first essay. It was shown ayK>ut, pronounced a 
wonder, and forthwith fatlier dedi(‘ated him to tlie 
}>rofcssioii. 

Before he ccAild reatl, he was supplied w ith jH'iieils 
and colour.s, and .set down to copy the dull wootlcuts 
which most of us can remember to luive seen heading 
the doubtful vioetry of Gay’s fables. Such an employ- 
ment did not harmonise with tlie lad's taste : he saw the 
figure.s never couki run, and the paper w^as straightway 
covered with guinea-pigs anJ rabbits instead. As soon 
as he hml arrived at the dignitV of coat and breeches, 
he betrame a student at the. Royal A cademy of Somerset 
House. Here Ids time wast equally divided between a 
keen attention to Ids studies and an indulgence in 
psaetical jokes, from the aw'kward eonsequences of 
which llis extreme youth and tlic quaint piquanc-y of 
their nature seem to have saved him. Jt was during 
this nonage that he became pequainted Avith the excel- 
lences* and deA^cts of dobbuna, Cuyp^ and Ruysduel, 
jthc study of whose cli^f-d’cEuvres assisttMlrpVich in .the 
forihation of his .style. 

ti^uriqg the first part of his caret*r in* this nurseiy be 
«vas i^egular and Wrnest in studies — a lecture- room 

fidl of balf-employai^ and not quite reserved lads, was 
far more congeniM jjie d^B study at home ; but 
he met with older conspanioas, wihose liabits atid tastes 
out of the lectupe-room were most depraved. For a 
(dong while, absorbed iu the subject of his inner dreams, 
he fenced qtt' their invitations to join them in their 
orgies. But one day he was tempt^ to enter a neigli^ 
bouring tavern,, and iti(|uced for the first time to taste 
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they Tinanijnpusly rofhscd him aiy ^hrther credit. !Pp 
be revenged, he proposed himself for tj>e office of 
boroughreev*; which appointn^nt, i^wevcr, he co^d 
not obtain, owing to his wi‘ll-known uiisteadj’’ habits. 
^ acqiuiintanoe was dominated to the post, and Mor- 
land toth^th paid iJm five gpiineas that he might 
be (dlowed to act as deputy. The offer was j^ladly 
accepted, and imsaediatcly ho commenced a series of 
annoyances against his quondam allies the^ taverners. 
Soldiers were hilletted on them in shoals, spies placed 
on tl^r houses, gaugers summoncdc af all hours, ^ 
searches instituted on* suspicion of concealed spirits. 
At last the victims rebellcil, and tlireatened a prose- 
cution for conspiracy : the sequel wa^ that George 
Morland was compelled to i)ay five guineas more to 
be allowed to Bcsign the office. But these last few 
•-years of extravagance and low debaucliery Jiad already 
'’wought their punishments. Many times ho had Ix^en 
arrested, to be only released by the interference of his 
friends ; and ilo sooner was he at large again, than sus- 
pjp^eft^viSons for debt recomment^ed, officers dogged 
ms ^eps at every turn, *uid only by a mdit intricate 
j system of guarded dm^rs, paid spies, and bribed bailiffs, 
Was he enabled evade fresh imprisomiient. 

^ This round of pecimiary djfficiulties, dissipation, le^^ 
chimpaKy, and, when hard pressed, really Icborious 
attention to his profession, continued, with little in- 
termission, until the close of the eighteenth coiituiy, 
which found George Morland deserted by all his Ix'tter 
friends, broken in constitution, ruined in jiurse and 
credit 5 yret still, in spite of a declining style and 
vigour, as much as ever a favourite witli the public. 
A^ut 1793 he had b£*en literall}^ limited out of London 
by the pursuit of the mjTmidons of law. Ills exit 
was very character^tic ; and its immediate cause was 
as follows; — A Atiend iiamod Carts Inul advanced 
about a hundred and fifty p^iunds in an hour of need, 
on condition that a set of pictures should he furnislied 
by a prescribed time. Tlie bargain was not Hltogcther 
A matter of friendship. Ilisk there w'as none. If the 
pictures cou^ he obtained, the letider iniglit expect 
eventually a very splendid interest on his ventifh^. 
The money thus received by George war soon spent, 
and the terms to be fulfilled were forgotten. The day 
for payment arrived: Carts, having discovered Ids 
retreat, paid him a sudden visit, with a couple of 
officers, ready to arrest him. Morland had iK'cn em- 
ployed on three pictures, almost finished, wlijcli had 
been purchased !jy an amateur, and were to lie dt-livcrc^d 
the next^ morning. On entering his room, /^Jarts, in a 
towering passion, hade him prepare for jail. He w^as 
then in ttie height of a Bacchanalian revel. Not a whit 
discomposed by the unexpected interruidion, he took 
his angiy creditor aside, and showing him tlic- three 
pictures almost <^mplete, promise<i that lie should have 
them by daylight the next morning, (completely paci- 
fied, and ashamed of his sharp practice towards an old 
comxMmlon, Carts dismissed the officers, and easily 
persuaded to join in the debauch. In a very short 
l^e he was made alnaost insensible, ancl conveyed 
to hbd. ‘ Immediately tMorland packs up his sjinple 
baggiVS^ pic^tures and starts by the morning 

msdl for the Isle of Wight, leaving notliing for his gulled 
creditor to car^ away with him except a fuU-lepgtJi 
caricature of himself pinned to the wall of the apart- < 
i»e»t. Sk to* 

Having I^sed a week on the island, and taken a few . \ 
sketches, n^ws. reached the paintep that a pursuit was 
i^gdsed.. In conseqptence of This he migrate^to Tar- 
monrii, and took hp his abode at the inn. The next 
momlhg^ while at hrealrihst, he was startled by the 
entfande of a party of Mk so^edrs, with a lieutenant in 
imifbnu, who in courieous temis informed liim that h# 
of being a spy, and that Up must ccfiisider 
arrest ' b'earing tocglve up ms name finl 
assured the officer that her was a 


travelling artist, and by wfiy«of proof opened this case, 
which contained tw^o sketches, bearing every appoaf^ 
anoo of having been recently finished. In spite of all 
remonstrance, he -was marchod off by his hodyr-guard 
to tDk nearest bench of sitting magistrates. The pic- 
tures were^there laid before the dignitaries. The first 
was limply a spanieV ^ith a rough hackj^ound of the 
island coast f the other a stable, in wluch stood the 
jjLSual wliite horse, saddled for a jaurney, and a farmer 
outskk, hfidpir khrse, in on attitude of hesitation 
as to*the alhount of fee duo to the ostler. Slight ovi- 
rdqnce, we may say, but most sapiently intOTpreted by 
the gallaiA blflccr. lh(‘ former pied was suppoaeti to 
be a synfbolieal notice, giving the enemj^a plan of the 
island, tlie dog being supposed to designate the spot 
most favourable the enemy lauding. The latter 
wa# still more laboriously deciphered. The while liorse 
^as somehow held to represent the configuration of the 
bay, the stable being the island, the farmer the French 
pay toaster, qpd the ostler the spy or draughtsman, who 
would not jpve up his work till the enemy paid him. 
Absurd as the whole charge may now apj^ar, it was, 
in those dfj^s of panic, by no means too ridiculous to 
l>rtKhice a serious discussion among the mjigistrates. 
After a suitably severe reprimand for having been 
suspected by them, Morland was released from arrest, 
and left to find his way* four UH'n miles on foot to his 
j quarters as lK>st he could. 

I Soon after this absurd incident, he stealthily moved 
^ hffek fo I^ondon, and became an inmate tjf tlie King's 
Bench. Having in due time obtained the ruk^i, he occii- 
pial a liouse in the Lamlxith Hoad, and for the fiftieth 
time plungtxl into his old courses. Ilis house now be- 
came a very Noah's Ark : all kinds of domestk^ animals — 
cats, guinea-pig.s, fowls, rabbits — filled not only his gar- 
den and paddock, but even his rooms ; and from tlieso 
lie made numerous sketclics. Ilis Mend Collins states 
tli^t while here, in the space of loss than four years, lie 
^iroduced nearly two hundred pictures--a Beeiuingly 
incredible number, were it luit that their generally small 
size, unitetl w'ith his v?ondei*ful rapidity of cxeciitioii, 
may somewhat reconcile h.s,to the statement. (.)nc 
evening a trip iiiM the country, coupled with a dinner, 
was projHjsedi,^ at which, under forfeit of heavy recog- 
nizanoes, IMorland was to ho ivresent. On the morning 
of the specified day, Gelling hapi>encd to cull, and found 
him in very low spiribi, the meaning of which was, 
that on exami^iing liis pixdicts, he found himself with- 
out a shilling. After a IbAv minutes, Collins was iindted 
into tlie studio, where, luiving picked up u volume of 
Swift, he commeucted a desultory conversation with his 
dejectCMl friend, who was just beginning to lay on the 
ground-colour (;f a new piece, not them outlined. In- 
sensibly conversation flaggnd, and for an hour tlie 
fortunes of Gulliver eiitirclj^ciigrosseil the reiMler’s 
miml ; at length, on looking Tip, he saw, to his surprise, 
that what htul been on his entranee a mere wdiite 
piece of canvas, was now^a lialf-fiifisUed picture with 
three figures. Morland was too busy to notice Ids 
Ttiend’s surprise; ho continued to he absorbed in his 
work ; and within two hours and a-half this afterw'ards 
celebrated picture^was complete, when Morland turned 
with^an air ^ triumph and exhaustion to invite his 
friend’s criticism. The only replf of Collins was to, 
offer lilm a ten-poui\ note for it as itj^o<>d. -The 
offer was accepted, th^ picture ^om^ved, the money 
^aid ; find withyi six hours the greater part of the sum 
was dissipated in psd^ng fisrthe evening’s expenses of 
liimseFf Mid Tlio pic^w, so strangely pro- 

duced and sold, ret<di^diSifterwii^8 forty guineas. Its 
value is now fhr above that suiti. 

But Mbrland^s days were numbered: in 1804 the 
strong enemy of*the hiunan frame and mind, to whom 
he had bc^u captive so long, closed upon its victim; 
his appetite failed, his cheeks sunk, and a bloodshot 
eye, a staggering gait, a vacant look, and especially 
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the trcijiulous hand so (J^ssemible in his later works! [md if the ordeal Mi much longer, all will 8Qon be in 
foretold a speedy death. For n little while, by dint of a blaze. The goaSed cr^ture teomes maddened and 
wire and medical i>id, he seemed to rally ; but the desperate, and is stri^ng to burst its Tirison • while 
drunkard’s apprenticesljjp was served, and the wages above a molten metal* sea, seething "and fiery, is 
were rotwly: a fit of apoplexy, followed by another still heaving with ilw ponderous eight against the cal- 
raore se.vere, cut hioLoff on the 22d October 1^04, in dron’s sides ! » •> # 

his forty-first year. The genius jrho, by mere f(.l*co of Lest it be thouglit this picture is too highly-coloured 
native power, when scarcely of age, was making rj^*arly or that it owes anytliing to the imagination for its 
a thoustmd a year, and who possessed originally an interest; lot us look into the foundry of Munich, and 
iron irame and constitution, diecj|in a spon^ig-liCUAse r see what was going on there at midnight on the lltli 
A few words on George Morland’s a^1S RoAiance^ of October IS^). 
was not. in his thougdits ; ho knew4ittle of aiatomv^' When King Louis I. had fermed the resolution of 
and frcaii nice msrnminations his habits totally debarred erecting a colossal statue of Bavaria, it was Schwan- 
hiiii. His studies were lor the most part ccxifined to thaler whom^ic charged to execute the work. The 
animals ; and we believe that of those subjects that great artist’s conception /espouded to the idea which 
he lias drawn so strangely natujal, there were few liad grown in tho mind of the king, a^l in three years’ 
which were not iwrtriuts preserved in his memory, or time a model in clay was formed, sixty-threo feet im 
taken on the spot. height, of the future bronze statue. The colossiw 


llic aspects ot social life were his great treasury, was theoWrered oit-- to the founder, to be cast in 
Ills storms are not grand, hut they are all naturals and metal. The head was tho first litrge portion that was 
en.‘ate a sense of discomfort rather than awe in the e.xecutcd. While the metal was iirruiriiit: "uiiIImi lil_L 


beholder. Uis horses ant all natural in the extreme. 


executed. While the metal was preparing i& tulitoi cast, 
a presentiment filled the master’s mind that, ifcjifflo 


and betray a minute acquaintance with their stable his exact reckoning, there might still be insufficient 
latiJis ; l)ut of all his rustic creations none surpasses materials for tJa^ work, and thirty cw^ were added to 


the genuine Morlaud pig. The true epicure?, i model tjie half-liquid mass. The re.snlt proved howfortunate’ 
pig. lie /m.s achieved; and it t^aiicrtaig’s theory conccrii- had Ixyii the forelhou^it: nothing could Iw more 
ing a jKjrcine dynasty could he established in llrcam- successful. And now the chest of the figure was to bo 
iaml. Moriimd eertaiuly wanted no qualification to cast, and the master conceived the bold idea of forming 
him to tiie ofiiwoi court iiaintcr. it in one piece. Thos^^ wlio have seen thirty or forty 

• — t*w t. of metal rushing into the mould below, have pcriiaps 

Tin: ^yv'.rAL-FOUNDEU OF ‘Started l.ack atirighted at the fiery stream. But 400 

ax. 1 • a . cwf wcre requlsitG for tliis portloii of tlie statUG I uiid 

nl ^ the formidable nature of tlie undertaking may b^ coL 


IV'.rAL-FOIJNDEU OF IMUNICII. 


, 1 .. H.. .rf .A. VV r 1 ^ X nature ot tiie undertaking may be col- 

LMc art, our tboagbl.s naturally recur rather to tl.c iceted from tlie fact that till non*, not more than 300 
mihtci mind hence the conception we now see realised cwt. had ever filled a furnace afc-ono time. 

hc1,r oil ers 1'“"* huge pieces 


lie or others might hare had to overcome m making 
the cinicl;.i.'ned iliouglit a palpable and visible thing. 
All i.s so iianuonious ; there is sucli iiuitv tUrouLdioiit : 


of cannon lioat on the surface, like bolts on water, 
and then gradiially disappear. Trcseiitly upon the top 


nuiteriid. I'orm, and dimensions, 


ill iiiiity throughout : of tlie muss a crust is seen to form, threatening danger 


lact II) 11 .S jiorliHJt completeness: tlmre is nothing to iIkmi; for the scorching heat, in spite of wetted 
remind iiir ot its progn‘ss towards that stuti*, for tlie aids coverings, causes the skin to crack like tlie dried rind 
and appliances thereimto have been removed; and the of a tree. Still the caldron was being stirred, still the 
mind, not pausing todwcll on an iiiU>nneyiate condition, fire was goailod to new efibrts, liut riie metal was not 
a once takes iii the realised creation as an accorn- yet ready to Ik 3 allowed to flow. Hour after hour went 
plisbed whole. And If even some were inclined to by, the day passed, and night came on. For five days 
billow in tJ.oiight such a work m its growth, there are and four nlglits the fire had been kept up and* urged to 
Jew among them who, as they look at a monument of tho utmost intensity, and still no one could telWiowlonn- 
bronze, Imve any notion how the figure before them this was yet to last. The men worked on at their tre" 
grew up into Its present jroiiortions. nicy have no meiulous task in silence ; the fearful heat was increasing, 
Idea how the limbs were formeil witbiii tlieir eartben and still increasing, as though it would never stop! 
womb, and how many and haraasing were the anxieties There was terrible veigbt in the burning air, and 
that uttoiidcd on the gigantic birth. it pressed upon tlie breasts of all. TJierc was anxiety 

llie sculptor, tlMi painter, ’ithe engraver, has eacli, in in their hearts, though they spoke not, but most of all 
ms own tlepartmcnt, peculiar difficulties to ovt:rcoine; in his who had directed this bold undertaking. For 
but tliese lor tlie most part are such as skill or maniui^ five days h3 had not left the spot, but, like a Columbus 
( exku'ity will enable liim to vanquish. Ho has not to watching for tlie hourly-expected land, had aiTuited tlie 
do with a mighty power that opfioses itself to his final moment. On the everfing of the fifth dhv exhausted 


but tliese lor tlie most part are such as skill or maniui^ live days h3 had not left the spot, but, like a Columbus 
( exku'ity will enable liim to vanquish. He has not to watching for tlie hourly-expected land, had aiTuited the 
do with a mighty power that opfioses itself to his final moment. On the everfiug of the fifth dhy exhausted 
numuii strcngtli, and atriv^ fui^tlie mastery. Tin lias nature demanded repose, and he sat doTO to sleep. 

^ not to combat an olenicnt which he purposely rouses Hardly had ho closed his eyes, when his wife roused him 
into, fury, then subjugates his will. But the > witlt the appalliag cry, * A wake, awake, the foundry is 
^ster in metal has % do all yds. Ho flings into the %n fi«e^’ And it wnsao. Kotliing could stand swdi 
tuniace hcapj of orass-— K^annoii upon eannou, as iJioughS * terrific boat. The rafters of the building began to burn, 
they were ^aden toys ; and Ije lights a fire, and fans and ^To (Quench the fire in the usual way was impossible, for 
loecis tlio names, till witlun that hollovs there had any cold fluid come in Contact with tlie liquid metid. , 

IS a glow surpa^mg what wo j^t^seen of fire, and the consequences would have beeufrightfiil: the furnace 
growing white in>m vewy intensity. Anew it is plied would have been destroyed, and the 40Q:cwt. of bronze 
wiyi fuel, ted, gorged. The fire itself seems convulsed lost. With wet cloths, therefore, the iinrning raters 
and agonized with its owfi efforts ; but» still it roars on. airere coverod, to smotlior the flames. But the walls 
Hay by day, and night after night, with not is moment’s ww Slowing tfto; the whole bidldffig was now like a 
rekmtioii, is this fiery work carried on. The air is too fbrnaco.* Yet stiil more fuel on the firoj— the heat 
not to breathe; the walls, the iafters,'are scorched, if-not enough; thometid bofiinot yeti *Thii!ngh the 
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rafters bum, and the walls glow,•8t^l feed, and gorge, 
and goad the fire J ^ ^ 

At last tke moment couiesj — the Whole mass is 
boiling ! Then the mctal-fsundcr of Munich^ Miller 
by name, called to the Aicn who were eKtinguishiug the 
burning b^ams, %iLot them burfi ; the metal is reaily 
for tiie cast!* And it Was just midnight, wlie^i the 
whole of the ratteiia of the interior of the building were 
in fiames, tJiat the plug was knocked in, ftnd the 
( fiery flood rushed out into the mould feelow. * 

All^?ow breathed more freely: there ,wat an end of 
^ misgivbig and forebodiitg ; and the rude workmen, as if 
a*ve-struck by wliat they had accomplislied, stood gazing 
in silence, and listening to tlie roar dx the brazen 
cataract. It M^as not till thej cast was completed that 
the master gave tlie signal for extinguishing the burning 
4 roof. ^ 

•^lu due time the bell of the little chapel of Neu- 
► hausen was hejvrd summoning thither the master and 
his workmen to thaifk <jod X&r the hapi»y completion 
Ko accident had occurred to any diir« 
inig ftt progress ; not one had sufiered eitln^ in life or 
limb. 


I , ^ STlliit-T iNDCSTRWoi- LONDON. ^ 

The number of costerrnongera — tlnit is to say, of those 
fitreet-soilci's attending the London ‘ groou * and * fish * 
markets — appears to be, from the best data at my com- 
mand, now 30,001) men, women, *and children. . . . i»ut 
great as is this number, still the costennongers are only 
a portibti of the street- folk, liesulcs Uie.so, there are, 
as we have scon, many other large classes obtaining 
their livelihood in the streets. The street musicians, 
fpr instance, are said to number 1000, and the old 
clo|ihesmen the same. There are supposed to be at the 
sellers of water-creescs ; 200 coffee-sialls ; 300 
cats* ; ^50 ballad-siugers ; 200 play-bill 
sellers ; from 000 to 1000 bone-grubbers and mud-larks; 
1000 crossing -sweepers ; another thousand chimney - 
iWeeps, and the same nuufber of turn-cocks and lamp- 
lighters — all «f whom, Hogether w'ith the street -per- 
formers and showmen, tinkers, chair, umbrella, aYid‘ 
clock -menders, sellers of bonnet-boxes, t -ys, stationery, | 
songs, laAt dying speeches, tubs, pail?, mats, crockery, ' 
blacking, lucifers, corn - salves, clothes- pegs, brooms, 
sweetmeats, razors, dog-collars, dogs, birds, coals, sand — | 
scavengers, dustmen, and others — make up, it may be 
fairly assumed, full 30,000 adults ; so that, reckoning 
men, women, ami cliildren, we may truly say that 
there are upwards of 50,000 individuals, or about a 
fortieth pfnj: of the entire population of the metropolis, 
getting their living in the streets. — J/ayAca’s Londun 
Lahcntr and London Poor. 

TMI*KOVEMENT0 IN LOOMji. 

One of t^e partners in the firm of Messrs George 
Ashworth oml Sons, woollen manufacturers in Rochdale, 
and Mr Thomas aiitchell, thcTr manager, have, patented 
an exceedingly ingenious mechanical contrivance, which 
detects the breaking of the w'cft and stop^ the loom, 
wth the ^huttle and healds in the most convenient 
position, for t^e weaver. *An yivention obtaining similar 
resuUa lias been applied to cotton looms for some time, 
but couldraiot be tised where wheeled shuttles were em- 
ployed ; hence the necessity for the patent now sp^ey 
of, -which in ndwa^ depends on the form of the shuttle. 
l|)^diiion to this, the invention comprises a iik;e«|>iecc* 
of itieehanisni, by which any given number of picks can 
be inserted in an inch of cloth, independent of the 


be inserted in aii inch of cloth, independent of the 1 
^gterfereuce of^|||tt|Wear&r, the use of weights and 
levers, Vwhick M dis|>ensed with.— JVfeci»y>fl/> 6 T 

OBSatiVW AttltSAN. • 

The artisan, it in known, is coinpelled in most German* 
states to expend several of the best yejQ^ of his nfe in 
;tl)% rplinl^ ea the army; much of 0^101 he Has learned ^ 
the he hai unlcamed in the barraql:. An 


artisan whose ingenuity is and who ma^be pos- 

sessed of ample capital, cannot establish a business for 
himself : he must wait until a vacancy has been made 
for him by the death or withdrawal of some predecessor 
in his trade — the law prohibiting more than a fixed num- 
I her of hersens of any trade from practising such trade ; 
I conse^ently competition is a thing unheard of, and there 
1 rarel;^ exists ^ny stimulus to achieve excellence. — Art 
JoumaL 

— ' ■! - ft., 

t *" * qillllSTMAS. 

* • ^ |i Child of humanity, » 

, Wearied with vanity, ^ 

Dear must the dawn of this morning appear ; 

For the glad festival, 

^ Hapfiicst rest of all. 

Comes to bring peace to thee — Christmas is here. 

Peasant laborious, 

• ^ Beautiful — glorious 

Sound the sweet chimes, as they fall on thine ear ; 
All who toil drearily, 

I Witness how cheerily r 
Flies the good news around — ‘ Christmas is heiel* 

• Ye that from chalices 

Quaffing in palaces 

Dream not of want, nor calamity fear, 

1 rent not disdainfully 
Those who so painfully 
* labour in penury — Christmas is here 

Christmas ! what history 
Equals thy mystery \ 

Angels to lierald thee sang from the 8[>herc : 

Lot us with gratitude 
(.)wn our beatitude, 

Caroling joyfully — ‘ Christmas is here.’ 

* * w /■» 


• , DOOK COLLECTING. 

What time does book-collecting ccrupy ! what iiiixiety 
it excites 1 what money it Require#! The great use of 
books is to read th^m : the mere possession is a fantasy. 
Your genuine book-ccdlcctor seldom reads anything hut 
catalogues, aftef mania has fully possessed hini,orBiich 
hibliogrunhical works as facilitate his purchases. If } <)U 
arc too poor to buy, aiid|j|raiit to read, there are jniMit; 
libraries iibundantly aljcessible. There i.s a circulnting 
librarj'^ in everjf vilhage, and there are plenty of private 
collections undisturbed by their owners. Subscribe or 
borrow; don’t ttcid! — a common practice enough, not- 
withstanding, and not without authority. If your friends 
are churlish, and wont lend, and your pockets are empty, 
and you can’t even subscribe, still you can think — you 
must ti-y to remember what ^ou A<fre read, and live on 
your recollections of past enjoyn’ent, as the wife of Bath 
did in old Cbaucer’s tale. You’ll save your eyes too ; 
and when you get beyond forty-five, that point is worth 
attending to. After all, wftat do yoh collect for ? At 
most, a ifew years’ ijossoasion rd’ what we can very well 
?to wdthoiit. When .Sir Walter Raleigh wuis on his way 
to execution, he called for a cup of ale, and observed, 

* That is good driifk, if a man c»)uld only stay by it.* 
So arj rare and curious Jibrapes good things, if wo could 
stay by them ; out we can’t. Wbeiathc time comes, we 
must go, and then books, and mcfurq^^iid prjut^ 
and furniture^ and china go too, aiiu are lalocked down 
iiQrthe arnirking, callous auctioneer, witR as little remproc 
'as a butcher kmfeks a bullock on the bead, or a poulterer 
wrings* round the n^k of a pullet, or a surgeon slips 
your arm out of the ^locket, chuckling at his own skill, 
whilst you are writhipg ih unspeakable agony . — LvUin 


whilst you are writhing 
Univernty Magazine. 
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rARTNJiiRSlIIPS ‘EN COMIMANDITE.* 

Wj: lately took oeeasion to notice the establishmcnt^of 
afcsoeiative trading concerns, composed o? working- 
men, in l^ondon and elsewhere, and ventured to express 
a. hope that societies of this nature, as posiibly ex- 
hibit ing in a pnictical way some improved view of 
arti/an lilo, were deserving of syrnpatliy and su^lport. 
Eroin communications that have since reached us, it 
w(;uld apjH‘ar that the most serious ohstaele to the 
progress of not only these, but various other trading 
assoeiiitioMs, i.s the present state of the law of partner--^ 
ship, A word on this siibjoet, therefore, may be 
thought Tiut unworthy of public attention. 

The law of partnership in England and Scotland is 
hriofiy this — that any one receiving even the smallest 
portion of j)rollt in n business is deenuMl to Ihj a partner, 
and is liable to the la^t farthing of liis fortune to make 
good the losses of the concern. The only restri<?kion on 
this broad liability is in the case of societies specially* 
established by act of parliurnent, or by r^jyal letters 
patent ; but to obtain the Ix'iiefit Af these, or any other 
form of protective charter, wHl cost jKirhaps L.IOOO; 
and, after all, unless guarded by a .s[)«cial legislative 
enactment, the limitation ns to risk* may ho litigati^d 
and found unavailing. In sliort, the danj^l^r of investing 
in ordinary joint-stock concerns is so great, that com- 
paratively few undertake the hazard ; and ecnsefiuently 
trading partnerships are con6ned chiefly to^)arties w’ho 
are iiitimat** with each other, and w ho cjudi take a per- 
sonal interest in the business. No doubt the unlimited 
responsibility V)f partners, irrespective of the extent of 
their sliarcs, is designed for the protection of creditors ; 
and so far the law has a goock meaning. But in pro- 
tecting the i)iiblic from ontwevil, the law unfortunately, 
by the inflexibility of its provisions, commits a grave 
iigury on society, muj stands i^uch in need of amend- 
i ment. , 

What seimis desirable is the continuance of the pre- 
I sent law as i-csixJCts all trading partnerships which 
neither wish nor require to alter their &mditions; but 
to supplement this with a noW'*law^diich shjill provi^Je 
foi; the union of partied who desire to idace capital in 
trade oir a risk^mmens^rate with the amoupt of their 
investmont* lu pltin terns, to have the beneflti of 
a 8i»ecially-protective act of parliament, Vitliout the 
formality or expense of an apptial to tlie legislatwc, 
or seeking for a cliarter Vhich ^obodj \inder8tan<1s. 
Partnerships such as we doaidorate ore by np means a 
novelty. Tliey exist to a large extent in France, and 
also in the state of New Yorkr-a state wluch has lately 
put England to shame io thp i^ law feform. 
In Franco, the kind of aasocii^n irp ^ is called 


a Partncrsliip»cn commandite ; and we shall explain its j] 
more rcra||jpable provisions. 

According |o the French code, tlibrc aro three kinds 
of partnership, one of which is that eu comnaXt^^ j 
in corntnendaiH ; that is, a limited partncrslyp, w/fere 
the contract is between one or more persons who are 
general partners — ^jointly and severally ’responsible — 
and* one or more other peusons, wdio merely furnisli a 
pnrtieular*fiind or capital stock, and are tlumce called 
commanditaircs. In such concerns the business is 
carried on under the associated name or firm of the 
general [»artners only. tV names of the special part- 
ners with liniitcd risk do not appear, nor do these 
partners take any active management ; Yvcrc they to 
do so, they -would assume the rosponsibiUty of gemeral 
partners. They may, liowever, advise as to any course 
to l>o pursued, and are at liberty to inspect the books 
and aflairs. From these provisions it will be observed 
that the stwei-cd partners, or commanditaircs, occupy a 
position aiialogou.s to what is usually termed sleeping 
jlartncrs, but without the risk clf these persons. In the 
event of a bankruptcy, the special partuen.»are liabje 
for itbtliing beyond their investment or share ; and 
they can claim no di>ndcnd till all the other creditors 
of the partnership arc ■satisfied. The law of limited 
partnership is i)re(.tisely the same in the state of New 
York ; and in France, as well as in America, partner- 
ships of tliis class cannot commence^ till they aro 
inscribed in a public register, with the names of all the 
partners, and*their several shares and risks, l^y this 
registration they are fully known in the * trading 
community, and no one is deceived as to tljcir real 
cliaraclcr. 

The advantages flowing from these liniitations are 
ohvk js.' Capitalists in quest of means me investincnt 
place such sums as tltey can spare in ^he hands of 
small trader:!, .on the agreement of recciviiig a certain 
share of the profits, and tliut witliout being haunted 
vfith the fear of being dragged into bankruptcy aqd 
ruin. lithe concern prosper^^wclHuid good— ^a reason- 
able profit is realised : if it fail, the money is lost, abd 
that is all. IVhen we say capitalistSj wt do not exclii- 
si\M?ly fefer to men with vast fortunes, but include* 

I persons small saving of L.50 or L.lOO, which, 

! h’jpteiwl of being necessarily, us willi us, deposited in a 
bahk at 2 per cent interest, niay, by the commandite 
system, be out in trade with a fair hope of bringing I 
f^m (» to 10 per cent, interest per annum. As tending 
to relieve small traders from the obligation of bor- 
rov^g or discounting bills, the plan is said to work 
admirabljft; while as regards the promotion of business 
it hsM b^n of tht g^eatei^ con^uenoe. » i 

The siibji^t of limited paMiiership, ss now doseiiiM, 
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* was some years ago imder the^iJbiisideration of jarlia* 

ment; but being a iioveliF in Great Britain, it natu* 
rally ikiled' of support. In tj^e report of*Mr BoUeuden 
Ker, presented to pwliaiAeut in 1937, that •gentleman 
observes— ‘ With reject to the wofking of the law in 
ITranoe and York, as far* as information has been 

obtained, it api^ears to be benoflcial ; and certainly, as 
regards the French law, the cases which ai^ reported 
do not afford evidence that this brunch bf the law o# 
pai^fiership funiishcs any pocuHar facilities for com- 
mitting fraud on creditors. In France, according^ 

' the opinions of some well-informed mercliants, it is 
very useful, as affording the means of Sirecting to com- 
mercial enterprise much c»vpital wliich would not be so 
omployed ; as^affording the means of biinging forward 
, , intelligent and skilled persons, who liavet not capital to 
enable them to enter, into commercial speculation; and* 
as enabling «- retiring trader to leave in tlie busiuoss a 
^rtljnWf his gains, and thereby continue the crtnlit of 
thS house to its successors, w'bich the rAiring partner 
might not be inclined to do if bis wliole fortune were 
to be liable* to the partnership engagements. Tlie 
principal arguments in favanr of the measure are — lliat 
capital is wanting in many districts for safo commer- 
cial enterprise, and is not so Iwueficially distributed as 
it would be if partncrsliips^ with a limited ixisponsi- 
bility were allowed : that, by the present law, the in- 
crease or productiveness of national capital is retarded 
or diminished : that much additional capital, ■which is 
now lent on foreign loans, >vould he employed in ilie 
comraefee of tliis cjouiitry ; and that the combination of 
capital and skill w’oiild be best obtained by allowing 
limited responsibility : that laws having the cflcct of 
compulsory protection are mischievous ; and tliat many 
respectable firms would be enabled to obtain adv.vnet'S 
of capital on terms l^s disadvantageous than those 
iq which ^ is sometimes procured from Large com- 
mercial houses, who, on making an^^ advances, Mther 
stipulate or expect that, in fwMition to the payment 
of the highest rate of interest, the borrower shnll also 
purchase a portion of his gewds from them — a mode of 
dealing rarely fevourahle to the horrow^er ; and that, in 
fact, the security to tlrc creditor would often be greater 
under such a system than it is at present, wlien the 
trade ^ s carried on cither by means of <iredit or with 
borro^^ed capital.' 

A remarkable instance of the value of commandite 
partnersliips is mentioned in the evidenee of Mr A. 
Levinger, c<MmmeTcial traveller for a house in Basle, 
Swit 3 Sirlaiid.^^hi 8 house, wishing to take advantage 
of the law of *limited partnership, established a sugar- 
refinery on French ground, about twenty miles from 
Basle. Here, he goes on to say, ‘a commandite was 
establiBhed for two active young men, tormerly clerkt, 
and well-Jknown in Basic** a large capital wa# imnie- 
diAtely subscriyed and paid down, and it was advertised 
in Bade Gazetts, that so many, perhaps a dozen 

* gentlemen, had subscribed and paid down half mfil jpn 
( ^ ♦of francs as a capital, for Yldch they wer% recl^ivo 

6 per cent, interest, and a half share or two-thifts 
•hare of the profit ; and the two (jermts^ or managing 
partners, shii^ i^ve the sole managemint and the 
sole signaUng; lids a}nceni prospers to this day; 
and tliere is a strBdii^ ^ in one general way, wliich 
is the dty of Mulhdoieii, on French ground, in*the 
department of Hant et Bas-I^^ which is now a 
se^ogdaManefaester, wdtidi i|^E)uld ntst have risen to 
part the importance and tidiss it pos- 

' u 4^*^^ ... ^ 

Besses now, were it not fpr these commandites. All the 
capital they traded with ^hese thirty yerfrs, to my 
knowledge, was lent by Swiss y^ouses of Basle, Zurich, 
diC. io these French borden^s, and has returned more 
than IQO per cent. ; in fact it has become a city of 
pa^^s,*and now, though sc^much inland, buys the 
raw materials at •Liverpool and Manchester; manu- 
factures, dfc the utmost north-eastern part of France, 
prhjted^otton, and sends it back to England, paying 
even 30* pel* cent.* duty, or smuggling it at 15 per 
cent.* and sells it now in Cheapside, wliicU my cousin 
*did lastVear [1836]. Sucli commanditea might be estab- 
lished* by laying before the Chambers of Oomuierce 
berc the deed and proofs of their estahiishment, and 
announcing it in^tlio London Gazette^ by wliich the 
liability of tho contributors or shareholdors would be 
limited to the amount subscribed ; the capital of the 
ypung, enterprising, and yet prudent men, publislicd ; 
and every^cliange of partnership afterwards announced, 
without tho too formal and too expensive method of 
the preslnt acts of parliament ami charters.’ * 

All parties concur in representing tliat the United 
StaiA could not possibly have attained tlicir present 
prosperity without the law of limited partnership. By 
one authority wo see it stated that — ‘ If there be pro- 
sperity in the United States— enterprise— full and pro- i 
•fitalilo investment of capital— steamboats traversing 
the rivers, and speeding not only along the crusts, but 
to remote parts — a commc^rcial navy traversing every 
soil, and sweeping ** i-ven to the utterraost parts of tho 
earth” — railways which intei'sect the entire of that 
mighty continent — and cities springing up, as it were, 
in a spgle night — this has mainly resulted from the 
^aggregation of small means into large* amounts by j 
*means of limited partnersliip. Capital, energy, ind u.siry, 
and skill, form a very formidable combination. Tlie 
cotton-spinners of tlfis country complain that they arc 
too many, and have eved held meetings, and set on foot 
sTiliacriptioiis, for the purpose of drafting a portion of 
their numbtr ont*of the country. The lal»our market 
of England ma*y he overstocked ; but the United Stales : 
will receive this g^lusage, employ it, and pay it j 
with high wages.* There, provided tliey are tempo- i 
rate in thSir liahits, and attentive to “ tho main i 
chance,” there is great probability that they will not 
only do well, but prosper. The small cotton-spinning 
factories in America arc all doing woH. There is no 
such thing as “short time” nor “half wages” there?. The 
demand is very much gfoater than tho sujjply, and so 
it will be for many a long^year. The American fac- 
tories arc founded and worked in this manner : — A man 
of capital in the United States g%ts three or more good 
c()tt«n-Bplnners, and sets them up in a small factory 
driven by water-power, of which there is abnndaiicc : 
the cost of the^flrst factory establishwl in Lowell was 
only 3000 dollars. Tliey pay liim a rent for the fac- 
tftpy, and ta partnAshl^ is fonned to work it. Tho 
capltfdist puts d< 4 ^n a limited sura, ^y L.2000. The 
men put jdown what tliey may have invest ; small 

suras pcrhnjis, but their real capttal in the doncem is 
their labour. There i| one partner with money, and 

1 thfee or foiyr with skill. The workmen strain every 

nerve to gain a profit, for it is profit whmb alone cun 

• 

* Wc eartiac^ the filwvo fiora thd WOTk < Partnership m €om- 
tnohditoV BfiioithJim Wilson p London, 1S48. For mnoh ibwoUchI 
inifwniifilon on emmandUe other pSTinetshhMr we heg to refer 

to on able digestp eniltiodp * Its Prtadpios and 
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give pcTOanency to the o®n<ifern. Tlley know that, in 
case of loss, their monied partner, whose L.2000 is 
Slink, will leave them.-s If they succeed, they can throw 
their gain into the concern to increase the capital, and 
the monied partner would probably join in extending a 
profitable concern. AU this would be doneMt ii^i^one 
constantly — because the law of limited partnership was 
free there.* • 

Readers of the will lately have observed in 

that n(?wspapcr letters from ‘ a Banker’ suWeet 

of partnership with limited risk, in which vicVs sixmlar 
to the foregoing are expressed. He ascribeSi tllb sur^r 
pri^ng increase iu'*Amorican shipping to the readiness 
with which skiMed men with slender means can procure 
capitalists as partners*. * There is nothing in the state 
of the American law to prevent ^a shipowner from 
having many commanditaires, or to prevent capitaliS'ts 
from applying their money to the extension of the, 
American mercantile navy upon a system of restricted 
liability ; and no douTit very many sliips am so owiffcd. 
Thus w*e see that an American capitalist, without 
involving himself in such unlimited liability as he must 
lUK'cssnrily incur were the law in Amc^rica the same as 
it is here, may and can profitably encourage honesty 
and enterpri.se at home. An Englishman also iftay, if 
he pleases, advance a limited sum to an individual shij)- 
owiier or a firm in the Unitctl States, receiving the 
profit attaching to that sum, but not incurring any 
liability beyond tlie amount for wdiich lie is regis^red 
as a jiartner. Could an EngUshman enjoy tlie same 
facilities at home for employing bis money? And could 
the enterpj i.’sing and industrious Engli.sli captain, n'>t 
lK>ssessing siilficient funds of his own, a/ld to liis means 
l>y a similar tirocess ? Without wishing to introduce 
any matter foreign to my Subject, I cannot help hero 
c.vpressing niy belief, that if a comparison were insti- 
tuted betwe^en tlic emoluments wliich an English and 
an ATnerienu captain respectively obtain from theii 
profession, it would be found that the Englishman is 
greatly underpaid. The law, besides thisn as wo see, 
shuts him out from the advantage he might otherwise 
derivci from the opiwrtimityhf obtaining capital, and 
setting himself up in his business, bj^recoiirso . to the 
system of partnership en commandite^ Tho^nglishman 
is tlu>reforc under very many disadvantages compared 
with the American *, and this does not apply to shii)- 
piiig only, but to all the branches of industry and com- 
merce. The law should therefore at once^be changed, 
to give parties at home the same facilities for obtiiining 
capital as they have abroatl. In this respect the com- 
meixnal code of England and America should be assimi- 
lated fortliwltli.’ 

Much more might be said of the advantages likely 
to ariso from the introductioi| of commandite partner- 
shijis ; but we need only rgfer to one class of benefits — 
namely, the extension of schemes likely to improve the 
amdition of the humbler orders. For example, plans 
are almost daily proposed to gtft up improved dwellings 
for workmen ; but while many generously-disposetl 
inflividuals would be willing to risk L.IO or L.20 as a. 
commercial adventure in working out wicli schemes, 
all are deterred, from the fear of beftig involved as 
partners. Consequently the soliem^s, after bping talk*^l 
and sighed over, are kild aside as impracticable. ' But 
for similar hundreds would e^ud help as capi- 
tallats to wotifmen associated in t^ade. Here, then, in 
the of an anl^quated legal institutp, wc IjVing 
beibr^the artizan classes a dis^jnet evil, pmpably inju- 
rious to tlidr interests. Wliat subject more worth/ of ; 
being pressed on tlie attention of legiHature ? 

• • 

Nora nv akotiier haitd. — B; occurs to mo that 
by such an improvement in the law of partnership as 
is hero pointed out, an immense advance might be 
oflected M the mora/ oonditloii of the working-classes. 
The small extent to which siviag Is outM in these 


classes has often exoitecl surorise, more especially when 
contrasted w^h the habits Jr the class of small tradi^, 
whose gains are in general no better. There must be 
causes fof this ; and may it not reasonably be surmised 
that one of these lies in the want of chynels of invest- 
mdht and improvement for the spare money ? The 
little trader fils that every now pound is a new power 
in liis business, and an exaltation ^f his prospects, 
/riie artizaii/nan on^ keep it in a bank at small interest, 
till perhaps some accident deprives him of the whole. 
Jt is obvious that the principle of hope — on whiefi the 
Conduct of men in the world so much depends — ^would„ 
be much more f^timulated by the having a little money 
ventured out in business with a good return, albeit at 
some risk, than by having a sum lying cold, hard, and 
comparatively unfruitful in a hank. H^ce I can see a 
moral regenerativo force in partnerships en commandite. 
There wogLM be incidentally an economical advantage,' 
in as by that arrangement, men desirous of 

cmifioying small sums in trade would be to 

join good co^pcems already established, and thus 
from setting up small rival ones, in which* any gain 
that arises is apt to be entirely swallowed up in 
exiiensos. The multiplication of shops and other con- 
ceriis so far beyond what) is necessary for the coh- 
vcnicnce 9>f tlie public, and the great waste of liSonoy 
in rents, iissistancc, and otlior expenses which follows, 
may be considered as owing in a great measure to the 
‘nifficullic‘3 and hazards which at present attend associa- 
tion. Let these obstructions he removed, and a clover 
tradesman, who was beginning to flourish, would find 
himself supported and advanced in the world by the 
spare capital of those neighbours who at present are 
tempted to set up a counterpart of his shop next door, 
or on the opiwsitc side of the street. There would 
also no doubt bo a saving in imquity; for we could 
not expect to see so many tricks and lying professions 
resorted to for tlie securing of custom, as what appear 
io be necessary in the present over-excited state of the 
competitive principle. * 


A DINNER IN THE PALAIS-R0YAL. 

BY PERCY B. BT JOllX. 

Ecoene Marsocin is, without exception, the most 
eccentric young man it was ever my fate to fall in 
with. Handsome, well-made, even striking-looking, 
both men and women are always suk> to turn round 
and stare after liim as he strolls along the Boulevards 
of Paris, his* only M^alk, for he was never kn#wn to 
extend it fiu-thor than the Place de la Concorde. The 
Champs Elysees is to him an unknown land. He came 
to Paris ten years ago as a law student, and took a 
cheap lodging, at L.12 sterling per annum, in the Rue 
de Peine. Here he vegetated on his allowance of L.4 
a month, and nnule aik effort to study. But tlie efibrt 
was almost yain : he fell oslcfcp over his fkw books, and 
was never known to rise in time to attend to the morn- 
ing lectures, ^t the end of three years, in the twenty- 
ilrst year of his age, ho liad made so little progress, 
tliat his father determined recall him. But Eugene 
was too idle to pack up his things for a journey, too 
indolent to engage anybody to do it. ^His portress, a 
goo^ cid woman between fifty and sixty, cooked his» 
dtt|per for liiin, fetched liim novels from the circulating^ 
Ubmry, tuffi arranged his i^om. He could not change 
existence. His father threatened to stop his cllow- 
ance, but Eugene wrote back that he would just as 
soon starvesas travel two hundred miles. 

About a week later he was’ called on by a Jawyer, 
who announced to him tlie important fact, that his 
mother’s eldest sister, a maiden lady, had just died, 
an^ left him 12,000 francs per annum— nearly L.500 
sterling. ^ Eugene $ade the lawyer ait down, rose from 
his own chair, and taking up his student hodk^^^ne 
by one pttt them on the fire. He then return^ to 
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I his chair, and poceedcd to plculate what this allowed 
iiiin to spe|id ^reity week. ' The lawyer <itopped him, 
and demanded instraotiQys. Marsouin told him to 
receive his money for him, and to let his otd woman 
have it, at the^to of 230 francs every week, on his 
written order. The man of laV readily con8ente<l, 

Min to sign the neccslsary i)ai)ers, and bowed hiniaelf out. 

The existence ^ Engenc Marsouin scarcM^lji changed. 
He kept his old lodging at L.12 a ^car, but he had it| 
beautifully furnished ; he removed old Catherine from 
the^rter’s lodge to^tlie post of his %ole servant ; lift 
. dressed well ; he subscribed to two libraries, to be sunf 
of having tlie book he should w^aiit;j,and instead of 
dining at a sixteen-penny ordinary, took his dinner a 
la carte^ now at the first r^taurant on the Boulevards, 
now in the rtfiais-Royal, He awoke 'with clock-work 
_ regularity at eight, took liis choc!olate ;g and turning 
' round in his bed, went, once more oft* to sleep. At 
eleven he ag|dii awioke ; and lounging haU-dresstnl in a 
attacked his breakfast. It was com- 

Jdof various delhiaoies, of which lie ^scarcely ever 
ate two faouthfuls ; but he aniu8c<i himself by lazily 
cutting up acrnie small pieces, and offering them on a 
fork to his old servant. I 

* Here, Catherine, eat,* h« would say. Tliis wal in 
his aays of effervescing gaiety ; for if he l^'as at all 
grave, he said nothing, but sat stupidly looking at his 
bottle of w’inc. About two he was dressed. If a friend 
came in, be was generally discovered lying on his back 
pufling huge volumes of smoke towards the roof. 

‘ \Vliat are you doing, Eugene ?* I 

‘ Nothing.’ 

* What are you thinking of?* 

* Nothing.' 

This was his universal answer. Alxmt three he 
would take his hat, his caiu^ and his gloves, niid 
descending the stairs, make slowly for the first bridge 
which led Mm across the water tow^ards the Boulevards. 
As an invariable rule, l^e dined one day at the Cafe' iW 
Taris, the next at Very’s. He said he w'as fond of 
variety, rifid showctl it by this regular alicruation 
between two houses. He dined well, sometimes ^one, 

. sometiines with a friend, if he happoned to meet him 
exactly in his way. He then tOf)k his coffee, lit another 
cigar, and strolled liome. A divan, his pipe, and a 
b(^k, were his ordinary resources of an evening; except 
when a party of friends came in, and then lie roused 
liimself suffidfflatly to order punch, &c. and sometimes 
ventured on an unexciting game. But he never encou- 
raged date hours. He could not live witlwut his eleven 
hoursfol* bed. 

And thus did his existence move on for years. He 
neither changed in habits, manners, nor looks. Wlien 
the Revolution happened, he was annoyed at having to 
dine at hoiifo for a few days ; and that was all tlic 
effect it had on him. As he did not sell out of tlie 
funds, his inSenno continlied unabated ; and as soon 
as the last shot was fired, he resunied his placid 
existence. He was not a bad fellow, tl^ough so essen- 
tially elfish and wraijped up in liimself: he woiil^ 
often rouse liimself tUghlJy to serve a friend, and took 
in^^ood part the practical jokes sometimes played uxiou 
j his indolence aSid absence of mind. 

One morning, a few months after the RevoMtiQn of 
I^Febriiary, Marsouin had just risen to- his eleven o'c|^k 
breakfast, when a knock acamc to the auft^r door. 

' Eugene look^ uncomfortable, but nodded toCatherpI 
I to oiien. A young man imtn^hitely entered. He was 
I tall, well dressed, and strikingly handsomg. lntcllec|^ 
was stamped on Cveiy* feature of his face. He was, 
however, ghastly pale r Ms cheeks were livid, his eyes 
hollo# and fiery. H€( came in with a poor attempt at 
a strut, aiM sank in an loiQ-chair, ^ ^ ^ 

. *X have cesUe without ceremon^ to hreafiost with 

replied Eugene indolently, aftoraa toguid 


shake of the head. Ho*reaUy liked his pkl school- 
fellow Gustave de Bimonet, but he rarely could muster 
more emotion than he now showfd. Gustave was four 
years younger, and an artistj«hard working, and full of 
talent, and they met rarely. . But they both reniem- . 
ber^ tlil mendly days of school, and kept up their 
acquaintance. • ' 

Sustave ate quietly, and with evident caution. He 
touched no wine, hut drank a large bowl of cliocolate. 
As^ho Madp Ms braakfaBt, his cheeks flushed, his eyes 
lost*‘their horrid glare, and when he threw himself back 
in hil choir, he seemed a changed man. Seizing an 
instant when Catherine was away^n the kitclieii, he 
exeiaiiAcd, ‘ This is the first meal 1 have eaten for tlireo 
days!* * 

‘Gustave! you ‘want to give me an indigestion I ’ 
cried Eugene, looking like a man who had seen a ghost. 

. ‘lam serious,’ repli<xl the young artist ; ‘ and liaving 
been jiretty nearly starved for four months, have come 
to*ask yoiMto use your influence to get me a place of 
say a thousand fnmes a year (L. 40).’ 

Eugene lieaved a deep sigh. He saw trouble before 
him. * 

‘Could I not lend you a thousand francs?’ ho said. 

‘ Ehgenel 1 have not lived for four months on a two 
sous of milk and two sous of bread for breaktast, and 
on six sous of moat and bread for dinner, since the - 
Revolution — I have not Iain three days on my divan 
jstaiji^mg, to come and borrow money. I ask for work ! 

I cannot just now find artistic work ; lot me get a place 
as copying clerk. You have influeiilial relations.’ 

‘ My dear follow, I am a lazy dog, but tUeie is my 
liand. Reach me tliat writing-desk. I n ill give you a 
letter to the Countess de Mont(lel>% which will servo 
your imrpose. She has great weight — I forget with 
which minister; and she is my cousiu. 1 have only 
seen hf r once, because she lives in the Eaubuurg Sc 
•Germain, ami I hate to go out of my way. But she 
invites me once a week, and my fathor reproaches me 
every month for not going. Some of these days I m ill.* 

Gustave, rather suqnised at bis long siieocli, handed 
him jien, ink, and pap(?r. Eugene took the alfair in 
hand .witli intstise energy, wrote off four pages in a 
very short ^ime, iftid then sank back almost cxliaustcri 
in his chair. • Gustave thanked him warmly, and 
w'itliout offering to rgad the note, put it in an ern idope, 
scalcHi it, and addru'^Sfed it. Eugene then gave him one 
of his card*, and stating that this was her roception- 
day, hurried him off tliat he might reach iK’forc the 
general conqiany. He further appointed to dine to- 
gether at Very’s, in the Palais-Royal, at six. Gustave 
borrowed five francs of his friend. With this ho bought 
gloves, had his boots cleaned, and hire<l a cab. At tw o 
o’clock he was before thf superb hotel of the Countess 
de Montdely. 

He rang, and entering the large and w^ell-paved court, 
inquired of a tall menial if the coimtcss were visible. 
The man hc.sitated, bifo rather iivilly, as doubtful of 
admitting a stranger at that hour. Gustave produced 
the card and the note. The domestic bowled, iiid 
showed the jfoung man up a splendid flight of stairs 
into a perfectly gorgeous sahn. He then again 
l^ed respectfully, card and note, and retired. 

Scarcely ten minutes hod elapsed before Gustave, who 
was admiring a rifili collection of pictoi^ps, wa^ inter- 
rupted by the qulc^ entraneft of a lanyi He started 
involuntarily, and then bent profoundly to u lovely 
young creature, blue-qyed, to and sparkling 

animation' not more than th^^aud* 

"twenty^:; * /# . ' 

^ Bo seated, mimsieur, %|p^ said after a 

rapid glance at tlie arrist,* to eyes in which stood 

fresh-start^^^Wt ‘my cousin is a most strange per- 
son. He quite togets tlie licwoluUpn, imd tlie death 
husbahd.^ as if'my >roro alive, 

aad enjoying:^to thb into king* Tiiis is 




most annoying. It is tru^that when my husband was 
alive — he has been dead two years — had some little 
influence, and could se^ve my friends.* 

‘ Madame,* exclaimed <3ustave, rising, not wholly 
unable to disguise liis sorrow, ‘ I am very sorry ’ — 

‘ Monsieur,’ said the y%ung widow a little impatili^tly, 

‘ are you aware of the contents of tllis letter ? ’ 

‘ Madame, 1 understood it to be a note redbmmendtng 
me to yoiir notice for some modest place.* 

The ‘countess handed it to tlJfe artiat,« ^o, ^ith 
biinnng cheeks, read in it every detail of his misery 
and suflerlng. rose again, Ids eyes boweef. with 
hurniliatiou and sliame, and muttering something about 
the lolly of EuSene, was about to rush wildly irom the 
room, 

‘Monsieur, have a little regard' for me,* said the 
countess somewhat quickly, but evidently with much 
emotion, at the same time ringing her bell. A servant* 
came. , ^ 

‘Deny me to everybody. I wish to consult wtth 
monsieur about the Eastern Gallery, and about my 

portrait, which Monsieur V has so long neglected. 

Lot the gallery be ready in half an hour and then she 
continued, when they were once more alone — ‘1 am 
rich, fond of pictures, and shall bo proud to firiH you 
employment suited to your talents. Do you paint 
jiorti'aits ? * 

‘ That Diana of Poictiers over your own picture is 
mi no,’ said the young artist modestly; ‘Eugene bopgh| 
it of me tAvo years ago.* 

‘ It is thc‘ only lAoliteness I ever received from him,* 
replied the countess, not witliout much satisfaction, for 
the painting was full of talent and promise: ‘I hope 
yon will paijit me as well?* 

‘Madame,’ cried Gustavo impetuously, ‘you offer to 
take a poor unfriended artist by the hand. I can never 
show my gratitude,* • 

J'he eountoss shook her head, and led the way, after 
soiiif? farther conversation, to the picture-gallery. While 
waiting for this to he ready, Gustave tdid his whole 
history. The countess prt'ssed niiii so delicately, he | 
ct)uld not jiduso, osp^Hually w*hen Eugene hiul told the 
Avorst. M;alame de Aloptdely oAsually explained tlmt 
she had married the aged ambassaflor, wjio had been 
her husband, to setlle sonic disputdS claims about 
estates, at an age when she had no will of her own. 
liolli of an imagiuative cast of niiii<I, the countess and 
the artist soon became good friends, and Ixifure an hour, 
Inul got rid of all the reserve of strangers. ThewidoAv, 
used to the world, and to all kinds of society, found 
pleasure in tlie talk of the ambitious, talented, but 
pour artist ; and when she came to settle with him the 
liours of her sittings, the best position for her to sit, 
and other details, tlicy w^erevl ready on faiuiliar terms. 
Ghstave w^as a gentleinait^n every sense of the w'ord, 
and this the lady at onco saAv. 

At last the young artist took his hat to go, long 
before the countess i^mcd at Wl inclined to be fatigued 
with his company. She then told him that EOJveral 
public men dined that day at her tabic, and she should 
be hnppy to see him. Gustave remembared hia engage- 
ment at six, and politely declined. He^did not mention 
witli w'lioni he was engaged, lest |ie might^l>e temi^ed 
^ disnp]K>lnt him wh<9 hod served him so efficaciously. 
Tlio countesj ^eomed a little surprised at his not ac- 
cepting her mvitat jpn, Und at his preferring to keep an 
engagement in theTahus-Royal - • ^ 

‘I^r, handsome, talented, «inodesi) umiacknoyed in 
the ways of the worlds’ said Uie countess as she* so^ 
musing alorid after his departiare ; ‘this has alway? 
been my ideal . Married atoeyenteeii to a good old man, 
a formal diplomatist, who was like a seeSnd fa^ to 
me ; thrust into the society of notlikig but politicians, 
1 always dreoined a husband t'om the 

talented crowd of stniggtiug geniuses. One has fallen 
in my way. I like hhn much, and ^cy'l shall like 


him more. He seems a man 0f honour and principle. 
That is all i ask, for I :^ilV never marry a man to 
whom I cannot confide tmy p^j^erty. Ta! tal ta! 
here am I like a wild girl \aiJSfe ^pf marrying, and 
I know nothing of the man I v^Q^a.ho going to dine 
with to-day? If I kncA^, I mig\ii jjjfllle liim better.’ 

The soiintees rang, and ord^jj^ a? carriage and her 
coiinAaniop to accompany lier-*-^Ji^tji€r proUgtfe raised 
from misery* In ten minutes morofshe was on w’ay 
to the Palais-^yal,*and soon lounging along the lrca(les,» 
A* if in searcli ftf something. It was just six o’clbek, 
%nd she saAv Gustave walking in \he garden before the 
cafe of the R(jt^iide, as if waiting for some one. The * 
gay young countess felt a little annoyed at her own 
curiosity, but tlie desire to know wlio was his companion 
in the dinner overcame all. A quarteT-past six, and 
still no one*‘-ame. Gustave went and looked in at 
Very’s, .hm* the person he expected was not there.* 
Then stBPsaw liini turn his back, to the croAvd, arid 
count his money. It seemed only to be a* few coppers. 
Ilalf-jAast six, arid Gustave seemed to grow 
The poor fellow was hungry. He seemed anxious and 
doubtful. Suddenly he darted away towards the Rue 
Vivienne. The countess, who was begiifliing a second 
roifnd in the arcade, stood |tiU and looked, all the Av hile 
leaning the arm of the astonished Madeinoisi*!le de 
Eonscc. In five minutes Gustave came back with a 
small loaf in his hand, wliich he began to break and 
eat. No one noticed hkn. He still walked up and 
doAvn, but evidently not as if he expected a dinner. 
Suddenly, as he began his second loaf, a tliought stn^med 
to strike him, and he moAX'd in the direction of the 
Faubourg St Germain. But in a minute he stopped, 
looked at his soiled gloves, felt liis cravat, and turned 
hack. Decidedly he would dine on dry bread. 

The countess uoav hurried bjuk to her earriage, 
coiwiuced that Gustavo Avas to have dined with souag 
one, and not some one Avith Irim. The whole force of 
^he aflair was now in the question — Was he to have 
dined Avith a man or Avith a woman ? Lucie de Mout- 
dely, ill all her cxijerience in* society, j^xung lyid 
beautiful as slic Avas, had never been in any way 
aftected by the passion of love. Neither was she uoaa'. 
But the talent and, misfortunes of the young and 
handsome artist had. excited in her an interest she had 
noAXT felt before ; yonng as she was, she Avas quite 
persiiiided that, should inquiry satisfy her ns to his 
lionourable ehanicter, slic should feel rjuch more. 

About tAvelve o’cloerk the next day GustaA^e rang at 
the door of Eugene Marsouin. Catherine opened, and 
to his surprise he found the Countess and Mademoiselle 
de Fonsec breakfasting with the indolent Eugene, who 
Avas, however, trying to look amiable, and eager to 
oblige. He looked intensely relieved when he saw 
Gustave. 

‘ I came,’ said Gustave, after paying his respects to 
the ladies, ‘ to reproach yotf with keeping me an hour 
waiting for you in the I’alais-Royal. I refused an 
inAutatioii to^dinewith Madame la Comtesse, because 
Nmu had mode me a promise to dine with^you at * 
Very’s,’ • * » * 

‘ Fatal mistake I ’ cried Eugene with a tragic air.* ‘ I 
Avas so confused yesterday morning, I* must have said 
Vtyy’^ ; but it was my day for the Calc de Paris, wherif 
!• ^waited dinner an hour for you. Why didn’t yon 
^wak to tiie gar^n — he MK>uld have told you ? ’ '•f 

‘ So, monsietir,* said the countess with a smile a\ Inch 
unccmsciouily was radiant, you deserted me for my 
cousin ? } sliall punish him by making him dine with 
me to-day ; and as I know Ms indolent habits, I shall 
send a carnage for him. You recollect, Monsieur de 
Simonet, tins day at two is my first sitting. Will 
ySu take a seat in my carriage ? * 

GustJVe accep^fted, and tliat afternoon the picture 
was commence. Thiae times a vreek did^tke young 
man stand before the canvas^ and atrive to make a\;opy 
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of the living* breathing, l|^autiM tiling before him; never endure a courtship ahCI a wedding, to shy notliing 
but it was ipore difficult thith ho expected^ The beauty, of the chance of finding a wifcj who would bear with 
grace, and utiafibcted oliarpodn^ character of the young his eccentricities. But perhaps in time he may envy 
widow, the easy an^ elegant fiimi^arity of her tone the happiness of his cousins. We shall sec. 

to her Mademoiselle de Fonsec Was always . , ^ 

the Companion of these sittingS — the real nobleness of /r i-nTr to a a 

her ohuTMter, and, ahore all, the deep gratitndfe which ^AIIK ISAMBARD -BRUNEL. 

he felt for her kihdneSs to him, produced a result which Tife subjecl of the present sketch was born on tlie 26th 
Would'^iJiave been surprising if it ^had not been pro-i Aprjl 17,69, at Hacqueville, in the department of, TEuro, 
«duced. Gustave made scarcely any progress with his nof^far flfon? Audefy, the birthplace of Poussin, the 
picflire. ^ greatest painter of tlie French school. I|is parents 

About two months had passed away. It was Ma/ were ‘t'espectable agriculturists, and had four children, 
'last year; the three were in the w»ry midst of a two boys and two girls, of whom Mark^was the eldest, 
sitting. XiUcio was leaning back in her chair, while In the Earliest days of his boyhood he manifested a 
Gustave corrected some defects in the expression of decided taste for mechanical pursuits, and what is 
the countess’s* eyes. A servant suddenly summoned celled exact science ; and on lieing sent to the seminary 
Mademoiselle de Fonsec away. As door closed of St Nicaise at Rouen, soon grew tired of studying 
'behind her, the artist let his pcalidl fall. lie stood 'Demosthenes and Cicero. Naval science, machinery, 
pale, and ablest with tears in liis eyes, before the mathematioe, and design, possessed greater attractions 


ame la Comtesse, I give it U])^ 


for the youftg scholar, and absorbed liis mental powers. 
I cannot During the vocations, which were spent at his father’s 


complete *your picture : it is a vain attempt. I am house, liU greatest pleasure was to pass the day in the 

not worthy to^doao.* work^iop of the Hacqueville joiner, where his faculty 

‘ Wliat mean you, sir ? * * of investigation and thirst for knowledge dec?lared 

‘ Madame, I am frank asid honest. I Im'e looked tlieiii selves in endless questionings, whieli the worthy 

too often on your face for two months past. ^No artist artificer rtqdind to with the best of his ability. 


can paint the features of her with whom he is madly, 
hoi>elessly in love V 


It was in this shop that Brunei acquired his know- 
ledge of tools, and of tlieir maniiiulatioii, and that ideas 


The countess closed her eybs an instant, and spoke ef nsechanics began to assume a definite form in the 
not; then she rose, and advancing near to the young brjiin of the future engineer. Wien twelve years old, 
man, who stood with his eyes fixed on tlie unfinished his skill in turning was such as would have satisfied a 
portrait: * Wiy hopelessly, Gustave ?’ she said, laying good workman. He constructed also models of ships 


her hand on his arm. 


and instruments of navigation and music — proofs oi’ 


Half an hour later, when Mademoiselle de Fonsec ability which were far from being satisfiictory to his 
returned, and entered the room unannounced, slie father — a man of rigid character, who vished his son 
started back, and would have retked. Gustave was to enter the church, or to follow some mercantile call- 
kneeling at the countess’s feet, one hand in his, the ing, nnS who resisted the youth’s inclination for a 
picture of proud, unalloyed happiness. Lucie was profession in the nioehanical arts with all the weight of 
speaking in a low tone, ^nd telling him of some project ’ parental authority. ‘ Mon cher Isambard,’ lie would 


for their mutual liappinoss. 


say, after having opposed a host of apparently .schi- 


fCome hi, Laura,’ said the countess with a s^wcet sible 01^**0110118 to his. son’s wishes — * Mon clier 
smile, *and share our haiJpiness. We are afUanccd, Isambard, if yoji take up that line you will vegetate 
and all the world must soon know if * all your life.’ , 

It VOS in June, and at the cliurch of the Madeleine. Tliis pa retitaX prognostication might Iiave been for- 
The door was crowded by carriagos. It was a splendid given in that day, when industrial art had scarcely 
wedding; aU thc/WiionaWcs of Paris were present, and begun to develop mighty resources which it has 


all the leading men in the arts, for a rich and beautiful since put fortli. Kw we may smile at its shortsighte 1- 
member of the circles of the Faubourg St Germain was ness; but tfibn the application of steam as a motive 
giving her hand to a young and talented artist. 'I’horo iw^wcr was in its infliney — spinning and weaving luid 
were omm sneers alxiut the matter, but* only a few. not become 8ui>creniinent brandies of tra<le. Uhe only 
Most persons agreed that it was a well-assorted match, cotton^factory in that part of Normandy was at Lou- 
Ihe pair were equal in all but money, and Gustave viers : the att(*inpts made to introduce machinery into 
brou^t genius, wliile Lucie hrouglit gold. He was, Koueii had been ignorantly and destructively re.sisteil 


even in these days, at least her equal. 


by the populace of the Mty. ''plie first steam-engine 


It was a warm day, and the crowd smiled as Eugene imported into France froirf’ England was landed at 
Marsouin* with a grim countenance, ascended the steps Rouen in 1703 under the eyes of Brunei, 
of the splendid ^urch. The poor man suffered intensely On leaving the somin^fy, at the jige of flilecn, Mark 

from heat and a day of dissipation. He had actually Isambard obtained his fatlier’s pemiission to pass some 
risen at ten o’clock I But he was really attached tu time at Rouen, where, under the eye of M. Carjicntier, 
•both Isicie and Gnstave, and ho did not seriously an old friend of the family, he went tlirough a course 
grumble. Jle resist^, hor^ever, strongly an <nvita- of lessons in ^wing, persiK-ctive, and hydrograpby. 
tioit* into the country; but at last he yielded, and Delighted with the astronomical notions acquired in 
spent the autman of tlie year with the liappy couple, hi^nauticalsstudies, fie undertoolf: a series of observa- 
Be has, moreover, so for broken in upon liis habits,* m tions of the celestil bodies on his return home, hfe 
dine once a week with them during the seasmi ; and observatory, being a plain a llttie distan&^lo the* north 
e never fails, after the flr8t?*'glass of wine, foneploi^L of Hacqueville, grenftly to the as^inislunent of the 
his mistake about the invitation to Gustave, and peasantry of the village, who were set agape at seeing 
apologise for giving the other so poor a dinner in the the youth * measure the* sun.’ Shortly afterwards, his 
Palais-Royal. The hashand and wife always lauglq pfitontlon having been excited by an oi^nt in tlic 
and I hope they always m^. Certainly in all my expe- possession of his hj^rographicof tutor, he made a 
of life, which ^s been varied enough, though sittiilar one, his soli? guide being a treatise of navi^tion. 
ii^rt, I a happier, a more deserving couple, The instmmenit not proving to his satisfaction, he re- 

thiin C^tave and Lude de Bimonef. Tbcir^love is examined and reconsidd^ its construction, and, assisted 
fbundod on mutual esteem, and no i^rjdly feeling lias by a fevr crowns which his father ventured to risk for 
any itpwf M ifo They advise Eug^e to such a purpose, he made another of ebony, and was 

tbdr example, but he declares that %e couldi content with hii performance. Two octants, trhich he 




* *» 
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subsequGiftly used while a tailor, were alao of his own 
fabrication, and, with facts previously adverted to, 

may be taken as indications of intellectual and mecha- 
nical iirecocity. • 

Bruners hydrographical studies, and perhaps the 
influence of his friend Iff. Carpenticr, who hod b!q|i a 
trading captain, led to his entering ttie navy as simple 
volunteer in 1 786, from which date, up to 17y3, he made 
several ^voyages to the West Lidics, without seeding 
any higher rank in the service. •Wliile*fmlfning^he 
laborious duties of a mariner, he was always remarked 
for gentleness, gaiqty of disposition, skill, and«ciftrema 
intelligence. 1^ Marquis^ as he was called, in a jm de 
mots upon Ills name — Marc J. — ^was beloved by the crew 
and passengers, wliom he astonished by the diversity 
of his talents, of which he gave a notable instance ^jy 
constructing a pianoforte during tlieir stay at Guade- 
loupe. • 

In 1798 Brunei became involved in a dispute which 
led to his departure for a foreign country. •At a meet- 
ing of one of the political clubs in a cafe at Paris, he 
hod dared to raise his voice against the forocyous doc- 
trines of the demagogues of the day, and in consequence 
risked Ids personal liberty. He, however, obtained 
permission from the minister of marine to pass over 
to America, where he hoped to find scope for the 
exercise of his abilities. 

After staying a few days in New York, the j’^oung 
h^i’cnchnian s<*t out for Albany, Avhen^ he met tv»o <5* 
his compatwots, wlio were preparing for an exploring 
jounuy through the unsettled lands to the borders of 
Lake Ontario. Brunei offered to accompany them, and 
act as captain of their party — seven individuals in all 
— in their remote and difficult entoriwise. The object 
was to take iiossossion, iii behalf of a French company, 
of uiicleiired lauds, comprising about 220,000 acres, and 
to survoy and lay down jdans of the properfV. The 
expedition prcscntfN:! somewhat of an adventiu’oufj 
eluirneter, from the uncertainty QvS to the precise situa- 
tion of the lauds, which lay hct*veen the^ 44th degree 
of latitude and the Black Biver. The party were pro- 
vided sxdth two tents, ammunition, and other neces- 
saries ; and for tVie two months tliat, the survey lasted, 
encamped in the wuK)ds, in a 8tran;je •ountry, witJi 
Avhose character tlu’y were entirely unacquainted, and 
succeeded in nc*coinpli.sliing their puriwse. 

Brunei often dwelt with ideasurc in after-life on the 
incidents of this jounioy, in a region Wliich subse- 
quently became t he property of Joseph Bonaparte, and 
related that Louis-Pliilippe, when king of France, on 
hearing his narrative of the exploration, remarked that 
the party had voyage cn prince, ^ The monarch himself 
hml visited these countries with* two of his brothers ; 
and, iK'ing unprovided with 'travelling gear,#not unfre- 
quentJy found theni8clv<* obliged to pass the night 
without shelter, and far from human habitation. 

In 1794 Brunel’s^reer as^an engineer may be said 
to have commcncea. He was appointed, conjointly 
with one 6f his companions of the exploratmn, to 
survey life country from Albany to Lake Cliamplain 
for a canal, to connect the vraters of lake with the 

river IIudHpu. In the execution of thia work he dis- 
played so much ingei^uity in oveAioming difficulties as 
clearly to establish the pecuUar cbiiracter of his genius. 
He afterwajjli^ sent in % plan for the Houses of Congress 
at Washington, whicii, in its wel><!onsider^ vet ^noblc^ 
and handy composition, uniting cleganco of form with 
majesty of OTangement, eltcelled all competjtors. 
Although gm^tly admired, it was thought to be t|[| 
costly and magnificent u palact for republican legis- 
lators. Subsequently, a m^ficatidii of the same plan 
was chosen as the original of the Bo^ry Theatre at 
New York. Besides those, Bimnel was cmnloyed in 
oth<^ public , works— the fbrtifilOations erectel for the 
defence of the city, and esUhllshiuetift /if an arsenal 

and foundry of ortlUery, in which hhi novel and in- j 

— i>Jt in ! 

genious contrivances 4b^ boring cannon, and for moving 
heavy massessof metal witl/ facility, showed that, like 
Brindley, he could bring u host of fertile idSas to bear 
on the wo^k immeffiately in ^irogcess. 

While thus developing his talents as architect, me- 
chahician, and engineer,^runel felt a d&ire to exhibit 
his powers on a Mgher stage. To compete with men 
of 8cience»seemcd to him not only possible, hut attrac- 
|tive. Several reasons induced him to fix his abode in 
England, not ^he least important being liis attachment 
fh Miss Soplua Kingdom, with whom he had be^me 
^quainted in the family of liis “friend Carpentier at 
Ilouen. They^were married in 1799 ; and in the 
amiable qualities of his wife Brunei is said to have 
found a fitting accompanilncnt to liis own eminent 
abilities. ^ 

He made life d^but in this country by an autographic 
maehia^lteslgned to copy drawings, maps, and written* 
docum^TO of a very complicated nature. Although 
of secondaty importance, this invention laifl the founda- 
tion of his p^sperity in England ; and from 
he rejected all the offers and invitations madck to him to 
le.avo the land of his adoption for the service of other 
governments. * 

In England we have no privileged corps of engineers 
as that of the ronts-et-Chaussccs in France, tvi-iich 
requires from its membcTS a certain priilimiiiary and 
indispeiLsahle amount of study. Here any one wiio 
will may profess himself an engineer ; but before tie 
can be called upon to undertake any work of im- 
portance, ho mnst have displayed intelligence and 
capacity. Hence Brunei, whose early studies were less 
coinidete than those of other individuals devoted from 
their youth to exact science, bnt wdiose constructive 
talent was incontestable, was enabled to rank liimself 
among the chief of English engineers. The succe.ss of 
his autographie apparatus encouraged him to further 
efforts, and ere long, his machine for the manufacture 
•of block pulleys was made public. 

lie had first conceived tlie idea of this machine in 
America ; but, considering that \t could iJG employed 
advantageously only by a great naval power, he did 
not make it kuowii prior to his arrival ifi London. It 
'was not without encountering and conquering n jealous 
opposition, and struggling against the multiplied irrita- 
tions iirovokod by his Frencli origin, that he at length 
sueex^edod in obtaining a trial of liis plans in the arsenal 
at Portsmouth. For tliis opportunity of proving his 
ability he was indebted to the friendly offices of .Lord 
Spencer, tlum at the head of the Admiralty, arvl to the 
countenance afforded liim by General Befitham, to 
whom the marine service of England owes much of its 
efficiency. Among other projects imagined by the 
general, was one also for a block-making machine, 
■which he "v^'as about to carry into execution, when 
Bnmcl, at that tii^e hut little knowm, submitted hi« 
plans to hijn. Their superiority was a! once perceived 
and recognised by the general : he not only renounced 
diis owm designs, hut declared for those of his com- 
petitor, Tlie ingenious machinery was comjileted in* 
1806 ;» since when, it hastperlftrmed with admirable 
precision, and furnished the British navy with blocks 
superior in all respects to tliose before used. The 
^(weifiment acknowledged their approval of BruneKs 
ctntrivance by a grant of L.20,0()0 — a sum which in 'a 
^hort liifie was more thSn saved to the nation by 
♦conoiny of his process. 

In the fitting out of vessels of war, and the opera- 
tions of tke dock-yaid, about, eighty sorts of blocks are 
used, of different fonn and size; some compUcatal, 
others simple, with one or more wheels, traversed 
certain instances by one or several axles, but all 
requirij^g the sapic exactness and solidity. A whole 
chapter migh|i Ute taken up by a description of tlie 
block-fkctory * at Porftmouth, without cojiteyjjig an 
adequate idea of the simplicity of tlie manufacture, 

M. *. ' < — 
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which can hartlly gained wilUoat arUit of inspeo- sufficiently strong to resist ^hc explosive fofee of the 
tion. Logs of wood are flr^cutto there($airedlengilis gas on the slightest increase of tcinpeTaturc, wns n. 
by a cross*‘iuttihg saw ; theso^ ore afterwards brought hindrance) not yet surmounted, ^o the uselhl applica- 
to the TBXious dimevsion& by means of circular and lions of which it is susceptiblb. It was patented by the 
reciproeatu^ saws; the blocks are thdn bored, mortised, mvemor^in England and France, so great were liis 
the gi^les removed with the *\K)mer-saw,* and shaped hopfPof reducing the cnergetib agent to tractability. 
in 'ah apparatus which revolves with extraordinary This rc^sult has beefi, however, reserved for later times, 
rapidity. The ithKt operation is to make tlio score or and ho who'slwdl first accomplish it, may hope for fame 
groove to receive the strap, either of metal or hemp, J not less ample than that which yet honours the ipemory 
ri^hen, with a few touches of hand-fiibour^ the shell of of Watt/* • • •' 

the^olock is complete. Tlie final process consists lA rfut of all BnincVs works, that hy wliich lio will he 
inserting the Ugmim \'itce sheaves, wliich arc prepared* most feinembered is tlie Thames Tmincl. The idea of 


by the same inae‘.hincry. 


sucli a project had been present to his mind long 

iA • ‘-.I 


In 1801 the Admiralty employed Brunei to effect im- it was carried into execution ; for when the oinperor of 
provements in the nationaloestablisliments at Chatham liussia visited England in 1816, the enterprising on- 
and Woolwich, 'and it is said that lie introduced order gipeer submitted to him a plan for a tunnel under the 
and economy where he had found only edisorder and ^va, a river over whicli the permanence of a bridge 
'dilapidation. It was then that he constructed the twould be doubtful, owing to the great accumulation of 
steam - sawing machinery, with vertical and circular ice during the intense winter frosts and its sudden 
saws, Avhich Execute their -work with marvellous speed, di^ption in the spring. The necessity for a passage 
ttlE revolving saw for ship-timber, Im passed hy across the Thames, witliout intemipting the naviga- 
refinod stages to the circular saw for harder and finer tion of the stream, had led to two attempts to effect 
w^oods, which doubled tlie numlKT of veneers into which it by subteiYaiiean means — once in 1790 at Gra vesend, 
each inch of \ilank or log could be divided, and lias and again in 1804 near -the present tunnel. Brunei, 
ronsoquently tended materially to the cheaiiening^of thereffire, found a favourable reception for his views 
arlicibs of furniture. • wiicn he first published tliem in 1823. Science, art, 

Besides these inventions, Brunei protliiced a machine and trade, Avere all interested in the result, 
for making wooden Inixes of various shaiies and dimen- The history of this^subterraqueous (xlifice is so well 
sions; for making nails, an apparatus controllable hy a Ijnox^'n, that to have called attention to it in this place 
child’s hand, and striking many thousands of nails in is siffiicieut. It was commenced in March 1825, and 
an hour; the hydraulic packing press; two small and ojxjned to the public in the same month of 1843. The 
simplo paacliines, designed one to twist, nieasiire, and winter broke in more than once during the progress 


skein sowing cotton, the other for ruling pajier; the 
fabrication of crystallisetl metallic plates for orna- 


of the excavation ; and so formidable and disastrous 
w'as the last irruption in 1828, that the entire ahandon- 


mental purposes ; the constniction of flat ar<?hes of ment of tlie works was for a time deemed inovitalde. 
wide span, with bricks and hydraiilic coment, without BninerB energies and resources, however, did not fail 
centres or scaffolding, by the sole adherent force of the him ; fof each emergency he found a remedy ; and at 
mortar, combined with fibrous or metallic bands; com- Unglh his iierscvering genius triumphed. It is not 
binationa for susiiension bridges; and a machine for* the first time that Borman capability has showm its 
making seamless shoes fdr the use of the army. strength on Iftiglish so^J; and it aflbrd a another instance, 

yiie latter was bibught into operation in 1813. if more w'cre w^anted, tluij genius has no geographical 
invaUd soldiers being employed in the process, at* the limitations. IMjinkind arc nearer akin than they oom- 
euggestion of'the Duke of York. With this machine inonly lalii ve. • 

thirty men could produce one hundred pairs of shoes If a man lives ift his work.*?, Bruned has left porpe- 
iii a day. The principal diflerence Ixdween them and tuations of liims^lf in many parts of the Unit(!d King- 
ordinary shoes consisted in the superiority of the work- doni. His reputaU^ was such as to cause him to bo 


nianship. But excellent a.s these shoes were, they pre- consulkMi and ena^joyed on works in several of our 
sentetl one inco][jvenicnce — the sole not Ixnng stitehetl most importoiit ports find nmnufa<.‘turing towma. Ilis 
to the upper leather, they could not lx; resoled ; and genius was of that nature whicli can occupy itself suc- 
bcsidcs |his economical detect to prevent Uieir general cessfully w ith great designs or small ondeovours. It 
use, the termination of the war led to a reduction of is relate<l of him that, being one day at a party where 
the army. After tw^o years of trial, the machinery was the card -tables stood open. Lady 8]>cncer playfully 
given up. requested him to produce a contrivaiice for cutting and 

Navigation by steam could hardly fail to attract the shuffling tl^g cards withouts the aid of fingers. A few 
attention of such a man os Brunei : the construction of days afterwards, Brunei presiBitcd the countess with a 
one of the first Ramsgate steamers was intrusted to little machine wliich effected the desired objc*ct. I'i.) 
him, in' which, as is said, hePiiitroduced the principle of this apparently insignificant circumstance he may jxjr- 
a double pump. And it was he who urged tlie Admi- haps have been indebted ffir much of the cncouragcmuMit 
ralty to build a steam -tug for towing^ at sea— an ^ accorded Mm by the agents of government by her 
^operation the possibiUty of which liad previously been' laflysliip’s influence. 

doubt^? Its successa and^wide applicability fgc no In stature Br^el w^as below the middle beight ; the 
longer matter of speculation. expression of his leatures w as modest and benevolent, 

We next find •Brunei engaged on a macMne with yet^tampedj^th genius in the amplitude and dcvolop- 
cjirbonic Add gas as the motive power. Faraday h^d ment of his brow : to look upofl it was to feel tho 
proved by decisive experiments that this gas, as we^ assurance that a bmn of marvellous engmes lay bo- 
^ several others when subgiitted to pressure at a neatU. The gentleness of manners wy ichrie^niinifca ted 
low temperature, beoune coiidensed and liquefied, ani^Avhen^a boy characterised him to the last He was 
afterwards, on the applicction of a moderate heat, elected a Fellow of the Ro^ol Bociety in 1814, and was 
vaporised with an enormous expansive fo^c. The aa one of the Couneil, and vk^-pre^fent of tliat 

thoiight bad once occurred to Davy that this tremen- limned corponftion in tficir session of 1832-^3 ; and in 
dous ptoiierty in day sqpc^rsede the 1841 Jbe honour pf d|uuglitho0^ conferred on him. 

liifei Af steam, aadi it ' to the realUation of the idtja Towards the close of Ifis Ufe he was frequently the sub- 
tlwt Brunei devoted his abilities., His apnarattil ject of a dlseas^tlie fliAt appipardidi of wliich had been 
Itdoritted of the liquefied gas becoQfiing altc^tely felt abohh tlie time 6f completing the tunnel ; and his 
Imat mid condenged by ; but the death took place in December of 1849. Ho had lived 
metallic cylinders or h^ivers to nearly tlhf MeraMe age of eiglfty^ohe, rich in the 



OHAMBERS'S BWNBUR0H JOURNAL. 


esteem df those who kne^ him best, and could under- 
stand his worth. He left a widow, and two daughters, 
both married, and a' son, whoso reputation worthily 
perpetuates that of the ftfthcr. 

Such are the leading incidents in the lif^ of an indi- 
vidual who, in commoft with FraiikUn, Brinclle^ Jler- 
scliel, and Watt, began life in a humble sphere, and 
won fortune and a name by his own persevering endea- 
vours.^ Sir Mark Isambard Brunei experienced what- 
has Bo^often been experienced by dthers-^e^polftion^ 
of events and persons, material as well as*morJ ob- 
structionA. That ho conciliated the one, and rftnov^ 
the other, is jxTliaps to be attributed to the ‘high 
characU^r of his inventions, the dignity of ^ career 
devoted entirely to usefulness, and the elevated tone 
of his private virtues;* these have gained him ‘the 
celebrity which now distinguishes his name ; the admi- 
ration of men of learning and of labour, and the atiecv 
tionate remembrance of all those who, fortimate enough 
to know him personally, could appreciate his siidple 
and noble character.* 

For the substance of tlie foregoing notice we are in- 
debted to a memoir recently pnblislied in the* ‘ Travaux 
de rAcod^mie de Rouen.’ 

* 

PEN-TROTTERS. 

‘ That is a strikingly clever novel,’ said I to my friend 
Wilford the other day, as we were walking together. 

‘ It is,’ lie replied : ‘ I hope the author will not sink 
into a jien-t rotter ; but by the haste with which it was 
followed by another (and from its haste, of course au 
inferior one), I sec great hazard of it.’ 

‘ Pray wliat do you mean by a pen - trotter ? ’ I 
inquired ; ‘ the term is new to me.* 

‘ It is iny name for a literary hack, and epe which 
was suggested for my own cdidcation and warning 
wlum 1 found myself in groat danger of becoming the 
thing it defined.’ ' ^ • 

‘ I did not know you hat] ever been a candidate for 
literary distinction,’ said I. 

‘ I was though,* Ke reiilied ; ‘ lju! it is now some 
tiiirty years ago, when you, my frien4, I%i)preheiid, as 
yet were not.’ 

‘ And wliat did you write? I should like to know, 
for I would certainly be the reader of ^our lucubra^ 
t'ons.’ 

* Tlien I tliink you must make interest with the 
trunk- makers, to give you an opportunity of over- 
hauling the inside of their wares. I do not know 
where else I could send yo^ for works that have been 
forgotten tbt^se twenty years.* 

After a little more b^tcring, I succeeded in drawing 
from him a sketch of the circumstances which had 
nearly involved him in the occupation of a pen-trotter, 
and A> bich I shall give, as nearly as I can Recollect, in 
his <iwn words. 

‘ It was my misfortune,’ said he, * toJI>e bom with very 
little to do, and the inheritor of an estate which made 
it n matter of no pai^icular consSquence A^icther oinot 
T did that little. Hence I dawdle(>away my three years 
at the uuivMity, witUbut wlrnt ip called distinguis^g 
myself, unless, iiuieed, as a crack hand ^t the bMtingf 
ruling, driving, and other pastimes peculiar to many 
young gexi|l«men in siaiu pupillari I got my d^gr^ 
however, and being my own nlhster, I* launched upon 
Ix>ndon and Paris lift with the zefi Of twenty-one, ami 
became sated and Btck , bf it sooner tjion might have 
. been expected. I this de$iriU)lo i|sult was 

hastehi^ in my cate partly by the n^^ure ^ my mmd-^ 
whichis ziot fitted for conventioiial and aifUficiai views 


of human Ufe-Hind* partly (perhaps principally) from 
my meotingewith a veryAevere and unexpected dis- 
appointment on the sid§ o^ my affections.* These are 
strong tilings w4h some peopte ’ (and he fetched a 
heavy sigh)— ‘ they w^re always strcjog and earnest 
with mp. I was fool enough to dream of constancy and 
I solidity in a coquette. Poll! such ftothl such whipt 
syllabub!’-, — 

‘ But the ]jen-trfttting5^* said ifanxious to recall nij^ 
Strong-feeling Mend from the labyrintli into wliicff he 
was wandering. 

‘ Oh, true, t}«? pen-trotting. Well, I was languishing 
and pining away witli the ^urthen of having nothing to 
do ; nauseating the very name of what iji called amuse- 
ment ; broken-hearted, yet scorning myself for every i 
sigh that misery wrung from me, when suddenly it 
occuui||t(> mo tliat I would write a novel. Never was 
a spirit better charged With tlie materials for a love- 
story, and ijCver, let me tell yov., Jack* — (and f?\osfc^ajj,~ 
nificantly did he five times nod his head as Jie ut^red j 
these five words) — ‘ never^ as I believe, did any love- 
story do its work more faithfully than t>at strong ettu- 
siBn of my heart — my hegrt, mind you, not my pen ! 
The heiA*t was the agent there : really *twas a*sweet 
employment — I love that book even now ’ 

In vain 1 asked its title : he was inexorable in with- 
holding it ; but this mattered little, as 1 doubted not 
that among some of our mutual acquaintance I should 
easily come at it. 

‘ Thus far, you observe,’ he continued, ‘ the thing 
was well. 1 wrote naturally and easily, and found in a 
harmless, if not in a ))anieularly elevated occupation, a 
delightful resource — a pleasant city of refuge wlierein 
to hide mj'self from vain and liumiliating regrets.’ 

‘ And what could ever make it otherwise?’ 

‘Just the intoxication of success; just tliat deli- 
cious clialice of iirofit and ])opularity which more or 
less inebriates evcrybotly wdu/ drinks of it.’ 

‘ Surely there are not many •that find*this cup of 
fanfe and gold so detully as you seem to have done 

‘ I can only tell you the effect it ha A upon me. I 
was sober enough Avhile writing my first work, for it 
was occupation I wanted, and not cash. 1 never 
dreamed of its making any noise in the w-orld; and 
w'hen I offered it to a jmblisher, it was not on account 
of any money I expected for the copy^iglit, for I asked 
none, but simply because it would be pleasant to see 
myself in print, and still more delightful to W'atch, 
unobserved and unsuspected, tlie effect it w«uid make 
upon j'^oung people, w ouiuled and broken-heafted like 
myself.’ 

‘ Had you any dithciilty in getting it accepted by a 
bookseller ? ’ 

‘ A good deal ; quite enough to show me what a soul- 
crushing thing it bmst bd to depend »upon literature 
as a mcafts of subsistence. That manuscript. Jack, 
enfolded in brown pajyer, travelled first to a great puh- 
’ Usher at the*WeBt End, who kept it three months, an(\ 
then /oturned it “ w ith much ragret that it whs not in 
his lino of publication.” It then w'ent to Yhe Rqw, to 
a great firm there, who would none #of it. At last a 
c^rt£|[ii publisher, now no more, undertook to bring it 
•out upon the terms of our sharing its profit^, if any. *1 
iTeithur Ipokeil nor lougeij} for any ; biit the book makiurfl^ 
■its way, on the strength of its truth to nature, a second 
Edition was called for iii about three or four montlis, 

and Mr W wrote me ^ord that he hoped at the 

ensuing Christmas to liand me a pounds. 

Jimk, did you ever have the vision of a hundred pounds, 
and yourself perched upon a pode^ jp the Templ^of 
Fame, before your mind’s eye?’ 

‘ NiB^cr !* I replieil. 

‘Wellr untlyou hgvo some ^expericnce h| this kind 
of gTatifcatioii^ you must be j^hientto th^fhuUiy that I 
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I itttjlines the heart to ©iijoy and W^tly covet the pro- proj^er pains should be takW the mind aMowod to 
// posmsian (Jf it To hit dorn and uerite another revise and mature its conceptions, vhen thus couaiuntiy 

Y uorel was tife warJr of the next tiuee months foa ma/ worMng * -- a , 

^ be sure-^bandred pounds 6on't grow on erefy hush ; / ^Jforking/'mdhehmtf^jJtfejTuptec/me, norJcw,^ 

,T t- J! Ji » J.X. mmwt fkiall to TitYlBnr Wniu'-— ft 


and! meant to k^) it; but oh, Jack, be leniout once Profftol get the steam up I and grind and tlirash away 
more, I say, to tlks^frailty of human nature, when I be^first in the market. That’s tlie secret cjf suc- 
KSlSinfesB to you that the hmidred pounds-rthe hundred cessfjil litlfat oration, •Jack ; and that is the fate wliich 
pcuiKis, did 1 say? — -the many hundred^, for of coursed I hojK! does not impend over the author of the hook 
I should grow in my demands for any future work — ^tiiis ^’wo first talked of.’ • 

pleasant many hundreds, then, of golden |Overeign8, and ‘I am^sure I hope it does not,’ said I : ‘for we want 
all the charming tlnngs of which they stood the repre- a few such vigorous pens in the department of fiction.’ 
sentatives, looked lovelier ^ill in my money-warmed ‘ I doubt wliether wo shall have them,’ he replied, 

imagination, tfian the niclie in her temple which I asked Ids reason for this doleAil doubt. 

* Fame proffered me.* t* ‘I can only go over the same ground, and say thalt 

• ‘It was not in human nature to be otherwise than tlie excitement is too strong,’ ho replied. ‘ When a 
very much pleased with both results,’ said I. ‘Without person finds that to write a novel, or anything else, 
the stimulus of fame and profit, who would undertake involves no tiore trouble than to write a cheque which 
a^j^^orf of labour and difficulty? — thougli yours, to he knows will be honoured, how is it hi the nature of 
be sure, cowld hardly come under this class of efforts.* possibilities that lie should not be drawing on liis 
‘ At the best, it could not be supposed to involve banker (the puiilic) as often as possible ? * 

. much study of* laliour,* he replied ; ‘ but even that ‘ It is a strong temptation no doubt ; but you broke 
wliich all works of tlie minj and fancy demand I fouild throiigft it, it scKuns.’ 

it so difficult to give to it, that at length I ftirew up ‘Yes; but how? Only by forswearing the occiipa- 
the occupation altogetlier, just as I would have smashed tion altogether. I could not have withstood it had I 


the brandy bottle that was secretly enslaving and de- 
grading me.’ • 


I gone on with it. But I have a habit of listening to an 
iiiteripr counsellor, as Socrates had ; only we may 


* I cannot understand why you should have been differ perhaps in the name we give tliis companion of 
driven to this extreme measure,’ said I. ‘ Could you tlic mind.' 


not con^l yourself to pursue tlie thing quietly, and in 
subordination to other engagements ? ’ 


‘ And wliat did this bosom friend say to you ? ’ 

‘ Solid, excellent, thougli somewhat stem truth. 


‘Why no, really : that is just where the danger and “Do you know what you are about?” it asked of 
difficulty of the matter existetl, and where it ever will me. “ Do you know that you are in a false, sordid, 
exist, to persons thus peculiarly tempted. Money is low |)osition of mind ? Are you aware that it is tlie 


power ; not, indeed, of the most exalted kind, but of the 
most available for all human purposes. ITence tluTC is 


love of health, the plain, mean, unmistakable craving 
after money, that is actuating and enslaving you in 


no sort of stimulus that ^ so completely cners^ates au«l Lthis pursuit? Do you not sec that every bwk you 
confhses the mind, and occasions it to lose its proper write (I wTotS throe, In fever heat!) is getting 


balance.’ • 

‘ But how ? I am at a loss to understand in wliat 


more hastily, cnulely, *^nd emptily conceived and 
executed ? Are you content to become a mere literary 


way a person like you, in no need ' f such a stimulus, hack — a liucklin^, trading, contemiitiblc pen-trotter.” ! 
should be thus its victim?’ Where the wvird came from I cannot tell you, Jack, 

‘Well, it was in this sort of way it operated: — ^I but it slnick u^on some chord in my nature vvhicdi 
found myself in a hurry while writing. Tliere was most cxcecHlingly di|.TeliEhcd, though it could not dis- 
not, as in the first instance, a tlirowdng myself into my own it. “A pen4i?<ftterl ” I mentally reiieuted ; “ no, 
subject ; and thun absorbed, forgetting everything of that I never will l.>e. I will be still a while, and lot 
the real and tangible, and living in the invisible and things cool, and see wdiat comes of it.” * 
imaginalivc region of my interior w^orld. •Tliere was ‘ And thus at last notliing came of it. “ Oli most 
none of ,tliat earnest and sincere pouring forth of pas- lame and impotent conclusion I ” I tliink your views 
sionate remembrance, which was so mournfully sweet of tiie matter are extreme and exaggerated,’ J con- 
as often to make me linger over my employment as I tinued ; * but it is your nature, you know, a little 
would in the society of a dear delightful friend; but to overdo things. How ftould the many thousands 
(oh Jack, I can scarcely bear to s^icak of the base who liave to depend upon thair literary exertions fijr 
rent:ti<m!) there was a counting of pages and lines, a livelihood — hoi|gp|||uld they get bread to eat were 
and a sordid calculating of*how many wou^l make a they to anatornise'lmd refine upon their proceedings 
volume, wliich I do. declare to you 1 was asliamcd of, after your fashion ? ’ • 

even when I practised it.* • ^ ‘ Poffi* squls ! ’ and he gave a heavy sigh. ‘ It is not 

• ‘That»was rather low, I must confess,’ said I. |of this class that I consider the genuine pen-trotter 


‘As low fis it is, ]* believe it Is wdiat most* sue- to come. God ^bid that I should brand with any 
ecssfd Bovelists come to ; for #hen lines make pages, name of contempt those individuals whom the force of 
and pages make l^ks, and books make money, evciy circfmstanceft constrakis to labour with their jien ! It 

word its price ; and, in pomt of fact, it same- was not of such po^ns I tbougRt or spoke. It ivas. 

times happens that an amplification of wonls forms th#* of those wlio, like myself, had a career i^important 
^plo commodity of wares ^lus hastened tnifc tlie influence opehed up to«4;hcm, ana undSTthe strong 
market. Tlie producer of them is in a hurry to getj ‘txdtdbent off success, merged the nobler object (5 
rich ; that is the simple aiid right interpretation of eXtensiYe Usefulness in the poor, isolated selflshiiess of 
such rapid and voluniinous authbrship; and it’s all 

Cantbrbuiy to call it anytliing ds^^ ‘ Perhaps th^ do art altogether lose gl^t of tlie 

sfdd I, kugh&g, ‘I agr^ in some higher motive^’ said I; ‘or it all events not to the 

nmsui^; at least 1 do think that the raplditvwith degree you supTOse? In fact I don’t believe that you 

which “another and aUoUier StiU succeeds” in the yourself did soio anything hke the extent you are . 
w«^ Of a successful novel, is ratheradgteriorating to pleaaod lb describe. But you like to take human * 
fiS^g^jielf'iiespect of the wHKter, and also ^ the nature, and h^ore particularly I think your own nature, 
due to the public; for it is not posslblb that on its most ixmnn and disagreeable side.’ ^ 
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J * I alleys take the bullfby the horns,* said he. * No, I am not ;• I* am thinking of the norel as 

‘ Keep out erf its iray, and don’t m^dle with it at occupying a» place in a very important, because a 
I aJL* ^ j very inHuential departimnt of htetfitiire. \ am think* 

* GoO(f counseJ; but fbis wild animal of Self is ing of thb norel ^ preaenflng § rehieJe for the con* > 
^ always putting itself in our way; and ^then and / veyance of erery^ sort of impression which the most fj 
there, I say take it bf the horns— look it in thi ^uce, comes home to menf business and l^soms/* For j 
Never be ashamed of seeing and khowing the worst of where nre our realities but at our f resides ? Where I 
yourself, Jack. Tlie thing to bo asliamrfd of is •the are our characters — wlierc are short, ourselves, 

puttina a fine embroidered robe of spangles and.satin^ but at home? Tlic domestic demgjiRtrations, Jack, the 
over tlie old Adam, admiring tMb beauty^tlSreoY^*’*^ “ never-cndujg, still l)egiiining” drama of home h|jjip* 
strutting unabashed in all the dreams and dramas of ^lat is the circilc in wliich my sympathies move ,'^jia 
self-love;* at on(^ the idol and the idolatei ift your ^oh the matchless way in which tli6 pen of some novelists 
secret “ chambers of imagery.” In short, once fulmit has moved a ii^igic wand over it ! Do you ever tire of 
tlie dominion df self-love and self-pleasing, ainfthere is the touches of nature from Jane Austen ?* 
not a single precious and exalted sentiment that will * They arc wonderlVilly meat and clever ; but stilly 
not 1)0 trampled to deatli whenever it stands in the w^y Wilford, it is but a sort of Dutch paintfhg after all.’ 
of tliese all-absorbing inducnces.’ ‘It is not •in the highest departmont of novel writ- * 

* Well, now I can go along with what you say,* I ing, I gpit ; but it is great in its way. It manilests 
replied : ‘ now that you come down to the common- no no substitution of words for tilings. It is * 

seiise of tilings, I can understand and syn^athise \fith tliis seistnvg of the strong points of huiftan nature in 
your sentiments.* its evJry-d^ dress which constitutes the ciihnhjyj^ 

‘I will tell you,* said he, ‘where I draw a distinction, the usefulness of works of fiction. And tliis, I say, is 
and where I think as much haste as you wiirin writing not to be done ’ 

and publishing is quite allowable — alwaj’-s in those ‘Without genius,’ said I, willing td condense tlie 
who Imvc to live by their exertions in this way. ^^eoplc acumen t, of which I Icgan to think we had had 


must live, although some impudent French sovereign enough. • , • 

(Louis XIV., was it not ?) doubted tlie necessity. Let ‘ Certainly not without genius,’ lie replied ; ‘ but not 
them live, then, as best they may. Again, there is a also without soiTK'tliing else ; without which no genius 
class of autliors whose range of authorship aijcl ijs will avail to keep a witter from making shipwreck of 
whole suoc'css depends upon their seizing hold of the his gifts ; and that is, a high and noble aim of useful- 

publit* niiiui in a pfirticular way, and keeping them- ness, ns well as of amusement.’ 

selves constantly before it in that w^ay, and no other. ‘ That is to say, you wmuld w'eave a sermon between 
Fancy so and so ’ — (and he naimHl one or two iiopular every three or four pages I sujipose ? * 
writers) — ‘being lost sight of for two or three years, ‘I would never stop to preach. There would be 
and then coming o\it in a philosophical novel — coming no need to make formal harangues “ to point a 

out, I mean, witli any w^ork that would induce thought, moral or adorn a talc.” Only let any man or woman 

and (contain scnteiUHJS that ydu would wdsh toi%mcmbcr of competent aliility and experience in human affairs, 


for jii-rsonal edification !’ 


interweave in a tale, or novel, or wdiatevcr you Uke to 


‘ 'i'he sale of their productions would be w'of ally i call it, such cireumstauces and tlieir results as they 


reduced, I few,’ said I. 


themselves liavc certain knon^edge of, and the events 


‘ Of course it would. Wdl, then, to WTitors of this of life will preach their own •scrnions. ♦But w^en, 
kind I would grant a largo license for rapidity of publi- insfead of tliis, the process is to make a book for the 
(nation. A man in that case writes tt> amuse: it is his market — a throe-volumod lucuhratiou that is to sell for 
line, and his mine, and let him wurlc it ii^ the best w%‘iy so much money — it is nothing else, 1 declare, and will 
lur (‘an. He has found it on his estate, and Im raainlain, than a regular systematic science of pen- 
has a right to get what ore it fields — whether gold, trotting ; from the which — to end wdiere we began — 


silver, copjjer, or tin.* 


may all authors of works of jKiwer and genius be 


‘It’s not much gold, I am thinking, that comes henceforth iind for ever deli verCMl!’ 


showering forth from mines so continually worked,’ ‘ Well, J 
said 1. * Blit gold does not seem the tiling that iieoplc and there v 
want from literaiy diggings now-a-diiys. These are conclusion. 

not the times for people to produce anything lliat ap- 

[)eal« to the d(?eper and nobler iirinciples of liumanity. . ^ 

livery body is in a hurry. vTlicy are going somew'here ^ ^ 


‘Well, 1 Jiave no ohjectiqu to say Amen to that;’ 
and tliereviitli our walk and our dialogue cgme to a 
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else -thej" have got sonsething else to do than to sit Of all the fortresses from which Great Britain watclios 
down aud think. Everything is strange, startling, the movements of the world, Gibraltar and Malta are 
rapid — a meteoric flash, and no more of it ; and people the most ^extraordinary ; hnd we think the author of 
who would w'rite tfl be read,*must in some sort adapt the ‘ Nile Boat’ and ‘ Forty Days in the Desert* has 

then selves to the public taste.’ • exercised a |ound discretion in choosing them for the 

‘ J’eople wlio tvouW wrke to bo read must do as you subject of his new illustrated volume of what^we hopu 
say,’ he replied ; ‘ but pc'oplo who would >vritc to be will •prove to l)e an anpual %eries.* ’fhese three 

felt, to i>c remembered, to be resonod to again and volumes are all intimately connected ; and all e^ubit a 

again in tlieir works, and in those worjfs to to degree of tact which is not often mtft witli in produc- 
^onietbing deeper, Something nc^ler, tlian the sofa- of so elegant and luxurious a character, 

rcHjlining ‘‘J^d-me-sqpiothing-amusiug-to-read ” of the *', Mr Bartlett is an unpretending writer, who never 
public miifl^muGil take time and pains, if* not to writ«j, assuntes^to be what hefis not, or undertakes what iTh 
most certainly to revise what they have^written.* llo^ Jjiloes not know he is able to perform. He writes, there- 
mony thousand crude imaginations require pruning fore, with ease and confidence as well as modesty ; and, 
away, which fkney, more particularly wlien it irf vivid disclaindiig all pretensions to a special originaUty, he 
and luxuriant, pours forth in its flrst^rvour! How gives a roundness and completeness to his subject 
many forcible coneeptiofts demand consideration both which is highly satisfactory to the reader. The account 
as to tlieir truth and the proper application of it, all of of Malta is historical as well as descriptive— ^ taken 
which needful measures require time.* * * 

di^t Td I' w« * «“»'»«• Anll,»»Un » the Ov«h«a Eoute. 

aifiere^^and than a novel, which was py Author of 'Forty Bays la the Boaert.’ sXdou^ Hail, 


the point we started &oni/ 


Virtue, liid Co. ISfil. 
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from books as well as personal dbserration ; and there 
axe few per^n% however wtll acquainted i^hoy may be 
with the subject at large, wln) will not be happy to 
read the fbxtiines of the Knights of St John in this 
stnking and cbmpenclious form, add illustrated by 
pictorhd 'sketcHes iii a high etyle of art. Malta is 
what ho justly calls it — the stepping-stone to. Egypt 
and the Bardanqlles, the post of observatjon from 
which Erance anoL Russia are overlookqtl, and an 
Jtnpregnable stationlbr our Mediterranean squadron, 
"o^iifirially a sterile rock, owing a great portion of its very 
aoil to importation, it <s yet the most populous island « 
in the world, containing a population of 100,000 souls, 
or. 1200 to the square mile. * Although^lhe pasturages 
are so limited, the breed cattle is remarkably fine ; 
the oxen, assep^ and mules are of superior size and 
I quality, and* the mares w^ero ft)rmerly ^ent by .the 
Grand Masters as valuable presents to the sovereigns 
of Europe.’ 

Malta is about the size of the Isle of Wight, hut so 
difibienHu character from that * garden of Enj^land,’ 
the principal streets of the city of Waletta arc 
flights of stairs. The general asi)ect of the country, 
however, is stkl more remarkable. ‘ On clearing the 
fortified enclosure, we issuj into the open coiinti»y', 
over whidi an extensive and striking view suddenly 
bursts upon the eye. On a hot dry day, and under a 
glaring sun, it looks almost like an arid desert of white 
stone, thinly voilixl lierc and, there with a patch of 
feeble verdure, or sparsely dotted over with round 
black-looking carob-trees; and one is utterly perplexed 
aa to the sustenance of the dense population witli wJiich 
it evid^fly teems ; for, hx)k whicli way one will, large 
villages, or camL% everywhere salute tiie eye, solidly 
built, and invariably overtowert'd by large and liaiid- 
some cliurches. After the rains, however, this hare 
surface is suddenly caqK*ted with a most vivid green ; 
and then, although there is nothing worthy of tlie name 
of scenery to be met with, it is really pleasgnt to pere- 
grinate the island — the pleasure l>ein.g mainly derived 
froin the sp^tacle of iidustry triumphing over natural 
obstqcdes. A mere rock, to wliich, from its central and 
important iwgition, a crowded p'^pulatiou lias l^eeii 
attracted, every pracrticable nook has Iwen laboriously 
cultivated— the rugged soil cleared of the stones with 
which it was covered ; the “ CTop-r(x*k,” wliich formed 
the surface, broken up ; and the lH*d of subsoil which 
is lieneath it brought out and industriously laboured, 
while tlie more* impracticable portions have been 
covered with a coating of foreign soil. ITi^ island has 
thus bec^i rendered extremely pnKluctive — cotton, still 
extensively grown, being the great staple in tlie timi* 
of the Grand Masters, under whom its manufacture 
was a source of immense wealth. But the fields of 
beautifril stVfa, or clover, indigenous to Malta, are wliat 
will mof’e esf^ially strike the eye of the stranger. It 
^ws from th^e to five fcet from the groimd; its 
luxuriant leaves, surmounted by a largo crimA;n fiower, 
have at a short distance all the beauty of a plantation 
of China roses. Groups of broad-leaved ffg, or caroh- ■ 
trees, thickets of pricl^ pear, and gardens filled with 
pom^^ates and vines, an(? evidently cultivatedVith 
extreme Gare^ also relieve the general 

mcagreuess of the landscape, which, after all, gives us 
the idea of a deiei^ only to be maintained from 
into its native stci^lity by ftia^samc laborious mc^LXsXrf 
trliich originally reclaimed it worn barrenness.^ < i 

$his singular rock, however, was the centre of some< 
cou^gation of tlie hhnm^kind lQiiig before the time 
of w Knights of hfidtiir^lpiig bdfote the ftso from 
kavaid^; ^ the, natiou tiidt is now its master. But 
issued the temp^^ of Hagiar Ohem 
f xSiijeethape. ‘ Was anything eter seen so strangn 


pf oportityi ( 


Gnecian temple ? Or, to fSnifc a somewhat clearer idcn, 
let him clamber upon one of the highest blocks, and 
cast wiUi us a bird’s-eye glanced over the interior of 
the enclosure. Even then lie will not be much the 
wiser. Tliese strange irregular circles, formed of 
upright Aones, surmounted, Stonehenge - like, witJi 
transverse ones— these doorways, and passages, and 
flights of stt^a — these rude altars — this ^d juinble of 
nooks and nichos— tliis enormous enclosure of cblossal 
*8tom^, and disintegrated by time and t^npest, 

till till trace of the shaping-hammer is gone ; what are 
tjiey— aind who reared them? The mind insensibly 
asscKuates them with some religious l^urpose — with the 
rites of ^ome dark and debasing creed. • Tlicse weird- 
looking circles once resounded perhaps with the orgies 
of extinct superstitions; and u]>on these tdtars the 
bldod of innocent victims may have poured forth in 
sacrifice; or, as some suppose, the structure may have 
been intend^ as a burial-place, since in this edifice, 
an<i‘ anotlie^i presently to be noticed, are chambers 
evidently sepulchral, and bodies, urns, and pottery 
liave been dug up within. Perhaps they may have 
served for'botli purposes— have been at once temples 
and tombs. But, whatever they were, no one could 
look upon them as we did, in the profound stillness of 
a summer noon — unbroken but by the hum of tlie 
gilded fly, or the rustle of the lizard as he furtively 
stole forth, and then disappeared again, from among the 
clunks of the masonry — by the soft waving of the 
sdentfid Muld-flowers and silken rye-grass — or wandered 
about their gray avenues of stones, with the wild and 
desolate landscape around, and the blue sen, upon 
which imagination pictures the barks of the roving 
PlMBiiicians, to whom tradition assists the structure, 
without a feeling of intense curiosity, and almost of 
awe, which perhaps no other description of edifice is, 
in an eqigil degree, calculated to call forth.’ 

There an? other remarkable ruins, called El Mneirlrn, 
OL the same kind, but displaying a higher degrta* of 
* arrangement and constructive skill. They stand on 
tlie brink of a precipid* overbanging. the sea, and no 
other work of man is swfi on this desolate part of tlie 
coast, exc.* pting some solitary watch-towers, ertcled as 
hnik-outs for the B.wbary corsairs. 

Prom Maldf om’ author sailed to Gibraltar, and his 
first view of this equally celebrated Bock is given with 
.spirit : — ‘ “ TJie Rf|K ahead ! ” was the joyful sound that 
salutetl us next morning as soon as we turned out of 
our lx?rths. Wc liurriwl on deck : there it was, sure 
enough, not yet having taken off its night-Cap of wliite 
sea-fog — a huge, indistinct, mysterious monster— look- 
ing as it inighf have looked to the first Pheenieian 
navigator whose daring keel first broke the stillness of 
a sea to him unknown, the suii rose higher, the 
mists gradually^ dispersed, nnt^disclosed every detail of 
the majestic spectacle. Eur<5>® wul Africa, hitherto | 
separated by’ a wide extent of sea, were seen gradually 
approaching each other, till they aimost apjx^ared to 
embrace. On the riglit we admired the romantic sliores 
*of Spain, rising from gentle . corn-covered slopes into 
bold brown hills, swelling into purple mountains. On 
the African Bidc,%norc dimly seen, were the rot?k and 
fortress of Ceuta, backed by the tremendous prcKvipiccs 
of itons Abfia, or “Apes’ IIill,«? forming uitli the 
Rock of Gibraltar, wHicli boldly occupied tlie centre of' 
the view, tha two “ Pillars of Ittrcules,” IkA entrance 
Sjff the* strait conncetiiTg the Mediterranean with the 
Atlantic Oceaif. This w^ the %ht I bad so often 
wished to BCG. As ire approacliod the eastern side of 
thi rock, cohneqt^ wi^ the Bpanish shore bjr a low, 
sandjr isthmus, It to^e^ above our ship in one long 
unbroken precipice of fourteen hundred feet in height. 
At its foot, neat its northern extremity, crouched tlie 
little vill^ Catalsn Ehiy, the only one in vieW. with 
its white liouses, lodking as if it must inevitably be 
crushed some 4fi^ by flilung masses of rock. Buimiiig 
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rapidly along the caetern skle of the rock, we turned^ 
its southern corner along its western side, which fronts 
the deep Bay of Gibraltar, wlien, Proteus-like, it 
assumed an appearance ^entirely different. Ranges of 
batteries rising from the sea, tier above tier, extend 
along its entire sea-frmxt, at tlic northern eatreniity of 
which is the town. Every nook in the crags 6Astles 
with artillery ; white barracks and gay villas, ^‘m- 
bowered in green gardens and groves, occupying the 
niidwi^ ascent ; wliile above towers in rugge<^griibdeiu| 
the Biiminit of the l?ock itself. No contt£ltcoul<f pos- ^ 
sibly be more striking: on the one side a ^eno of, 
crowded nfe, on 4hc other an absolute soliflide. The 
whole prospec'i; is one of the most exciting de^riptiou ; 
and onr first impression of Gibraltar altogether sur- 
passed even the highly-wrought anticipations we had 
been led to form of it.’ # 

This variety of surface is one of the most remarkable 
characteristics of the Hock, and the combinations df 
scenery it presents arc such as could be expected only 
in some very spacdous area* * Among th? villas wnicli 
stud the side of the Rock, is one which may compare 
with any for the romantic peculiarity of Us site. It 
consists of two ranges of large and airy apartments of 
only one storey, with a shady corridor, rumiii^ along 
two sides of a quadrangular sptice, elevated some heiglit 
above tlie road, ami laid ont as an Italian garden, with 
its ranges of statues and fountiiins abounding in par- 
terres of flowers, and hedgeil with fragrant box. Clus- 
ters of (iypress, orange, iind palms, and tufts of flowering 
slirubs, form an impervious shade against the fervours 
of a Moditcrranoaii sun, and mingle their odours in the 
intoxicating atmosphere of the south. Seated under 
these trees, and loolcing upward, the Jlock, broken into 
precipices, and covered with wild shriih.s, is seen over- 
lianging and sheltering the garden ; while through the 
thick foliage below ixjep out the blue bnv and its 
w hito sails, the town, (uid tlie mountains of Africa and 
Spain.’ ' • 

Among tlic wonders of the Rock, where everything* 
is wonderful, St Mieliael’s Cav<i deserves special atten- 
tion ; although it is suppose^l, we cannot tell with what 
triuii, that the whole Rock is honeycomlK^d with gal- 
leries and caverns. Travellers vjsiiing the abyss we 
have named usually provide them self's with blue lights 
from the Signal Tower, the cflcct of which tlirow s a 
congenial illumination ui)on the I’aiidemonium. ‘ Our 
gu'nle lighted a pile of brush, wiiicli, as it blazed up, 
dimly disclosed to us a lofty vault-sliai»ed dome, sup- 
ported, ns it w'cre, on pillars of milk-white stalactite, 
assuming the api)earance of the trunks of palm-trees, 
and a variety of fantastic foliage, some stretching down 
to the very flooring of the cavern, others resting mid- 
way on rocky ledges and huge masses of congelation, 
fij)ringing from the floor ,®Uke the vestibule of some 
palace of the genii. AtPa given signal the blue lights 
w'cre now kindleil, when the whole scene, which had 
been but iinperfejjtly illumyiated, flashed into sudden 
splendour — humlAds of pendulous stalactites, before 
iir-isible, started into view — the lofty colunifis, witli^ 
their delicate and beautiful formation, glittered like 
silver, and seemed raised and encha|ed by the wand of 
enchantment. But this glimpse of the splendours of 
the cavern w^as, alas I but moifientary ;«for our fights 
epwdily buniing down, we wdr% compelled to retreat 
before wqj^ro mvolyed in dangerous darkness,’ Their ' 
exit in utter darkness was nat made with absoliU^ 
equanimity of mind; for they reme%ibered mat an| 
apparently bottt^ess pit yawned at their feet on 
one side as they mode Uieir way in. Anotlier tAiveller 
descri^bes the effect of torchfa, stonls, and crystals, 
thrown into the gtUf by his i^aity, and mentions tlie 
disastrous fate of a s<ddier who attcmDtcd to exi>lore it, 
and never returned, But Sir Bartlett goes a pitch 
beyond this. > This ciiasm morobveif somewhat 
of a sinistor charactor, and to tou supposed that 


more than one unfoiiuruitc has met with foul play, 
being enticed witlim the ^vo by some assassin, and 
after being plundered, nusned into tliis l^rrible gulf, 
as a plaqp that would wi\ ly talcs. Shortly before our 
yisit, a gentlem£Ui who was desirous of exploring the 
place, caused himself tg be lowere<i with ropes, bearing 
a light in his hand ; but what was his horror, so soon 
as his fbot came in contact with resistance, to find that 


he was freading upon some substalTce that yielded to 
the pressuA^, whilv at tins same lime the pale gleam of 
Jiis torch feli uuoii the ghastly features of a murtjpsil^ 
Vian!’ The extent of the cavern never having'* been 


hian!’ The extent of the caveyn never having been 
ascertained, it of course affords abundant materials for 
the imaginati(»i ; and the vulgar devoutly believe that 
it communicates beneath the Straits with Mohs Abyla, 
and thus afforded a patl^to the nuhiprous colony of 
African apes which still form a remarkable i>ortion of, 
the population of Gilnaltnr. 

Alto all, Gibraltar is more important to the English 
travOTjr than to the Englisli nation : — ‘.Whether tins 
stronghold is, or ever will Ikj, after all, worthy ojj the 
immense oupciiditure that it has occasioned, has (nitoii 
becai called in (juestion. A reexmt writer libs observed 
that Gibraltar lives on lier former crc'cjjt ; and that as 

has cost ns an enormous sum, we concliido it must . 
he of ccyrc'sponding valut. Yet, destitute as itis of a 
harbour, like that of Malta, it (Niunot be a fortified 
stronghold for our fleet in tlic Mediterranean ; it can 
hardW, as will already have, appeared, be said to close 
the Mediterranean against a hostile squadron. It is 
not, to say trutli, very clear wdiat it commands, or 
wduit it protects, A conjunction of circumstances 
might, however, arise in which it would prove of im- 
portance. Since the establishment of the Overland 
Route it has acquired a new value, as one of a chain of 
posts connecting England witli her Indian possessions. 
One thing is certain, that having expended millions 
ui>on it, and covered it with the prestige of a glorious 
defence, it is not very likely to he given up, esj-iecially 
as it is understood that, by .improved management, it 
is made to pay its own expenses. Y^et unless inter- 
national morality be indeed a. fiction, ev'^ry one •wdio 
know's how it fell into our possession, and that when it 
xvas reluctantly ceded to us by Spain,* it was on the 
condition that it should not be made a nest for smug- 
gling, must desire to see the end of a system which, 
though we defend by fnk/h/^ we cannot justify by rir/ht; 
and w'hich is as discreditable to our national good faith, 
as it is justly provocative of the hatied of the Spanish 
nation.’ 

I’lie snitlggling here mentioned, wo arc sorry to say, 
is the principal tirade of Gibraltar. We not o*nl^ occupy, 
without any adequate temptation, a i>ortion of the 
Spanish territory, but make use; of it to deluge Spain 
with our contraband goods. That this is the deed of 
the English government cannot be denied, since the 
authorities arc not only all aware of the practice, but 
occasiomyiy make use of fheir gmis a,^inst the Spanish 
revenue force : — ‘ Tlie smuggling boats, felucca-rigged, 
and carrying a heavy gun concealed under their net- 
ting, take in tlieir cargoes at the Rock, and w^tch .their 
oppvrtanity to effect a kindii!|g on the neighbouring 
coasts, where the “ coUtrabaudistas,” a daring lx)dy of 
mountnmeers, are ready to carry fhe goods into the 
interior, assisted, it is said, by the co-operation of 
pertain Spanish officials, who find their account ‘in 
encohi%iug them, Tffc Spanisli government maiff- 
, tains a number of fast-sailing guarda costas, or revenue 
cutters, w^hlch keep a sharp look-out, and will some- 
times cat the smh^lers from under the very batteries 
of Gibraltar, at the risk, however, of being sunk by our 
guns, if invading the jurisdiction of our waters — g^/ate 
which has he/alien more than one of them before now,* 

* From theso few extracts, the reader will perceive 
that there is abundance of ^^esting and amusing 
inibmuttion in the Tsolume but this refcif 
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literary department As a woriaf art, we must add, it 
possesses very cox?4d[eraMe merit, Having nearly tliirty 
steel vignetjes, and more than a score of %oodcuts, all 
beautifolly exiecnted, , • 


^ AMBEfl. 

SihiBOinffnKD with a vivid charm as the relic of albygone 
vegetation, amberl^et invested with a greatci^scientific 
ititerest from the that the very name^efeefram — 
dl^owed upon it by the Greeks, has beea perpetuated . 
in'tnat given to the^eatest and mdfet mysteriously J 
alhpervading of the natural forces,* ^ 

Upwards of 600 years before Chriit, Tliales, the 
philosopher of Miletus, discovered the power wliicli 
amber possessej of attracting to, or repelling from, itself 
^ c^ain substances. Exulting with joy, and perhaps 
dimly foreseeing the important truths "hltreiifter to bo 
deduced from this discover^’, he announced to his 
admiring ancj wondering school that this amber con- 
within its substance an essence, or living prin- 
oif^ ‘which, lying dormant, w^as awakc»ed only by 
friction, and then wandered forth to attract to itself 
various surromidiiig particles,’ laden with which, it 
returned into us own ho ly. Sucli were the first faint 
gliim^rings of our knowledge of Electricity, 

Hial: amber was known to, and valued by, the^ancients 
long before the date of this discovery, has been amply 
pixived, though some diflSculties have been cast on the 
page of its early history, on act-ount of the name elw- 
trum being also applied to an amlx.‘r-coloured amalgam 
of ^Id and silver. There is no doubt, however, that 
amber is in some places actually referred to by Homer ; 
for instsince, where he describes a necklace miule of 
‘ gold and silver, bound or held together by amber.’ 
And again, where he classes together, or ratlier places 
in opposition, ‘gold and electrum, silver and ivory’— 
proving that it was at this period in use as a r/cm 
though probably its odoriferous and inflammable pro- 
perties first gave i£ its vajue, and brought it into notice 
as incense, 

^at the^PlioBnicians, the early merchants of Jthe 
sodth, traded in amber is well as(M3rtaincd ; but whether 
they actually feached the shores of the Bjilfcic, or even 
the western Cimbrian coast, or whether they received it 
from thence through tlic medium of Britain, remains 
doubtiPii], though the former opinion appears to be 
gaining ground. We must, how ever, remark that am- 
ber, in tolerable quantities, has been found in Britain 
itwlC and that its use by the ancient Britons haa been 
evidenced ^by the disinterment of amber n&ikhices, or 
^etachof^ ^eacla, from difTercnt barrows. Tacitus ap- 
peaiV to be the first writer who positively mentions 
the ember of the Baltic, the trade in wliich furnishes 
Humboldt with a beautiful example of the humanising 
influence of an inland trafllc, though in but one single 
article of use or luxury. The amber alluded to was 
handed, as it wA*e, from jjeople to people throughout 
the length of Germany, and so across the Alps (where a 
road, sacred to commerce, was protected by all the 
neighbouring tribes) to the banks of the Eridamis, or 
Po, from whence it cftculahed tlirough the south of 


♦made tbo tears of which amber Was formed tCLbe those 
* of a certain sacred sea-bird j thus the poet^ 


S 


‘ Around thee shall glisten the^oveliest amber 
That ever the sorrowing ssu-bird hath wept.* 


_ and varied, indeed, Jiaro been the origins 
to this su|f stance, which has been alternately 
ren^ved fi-opi one kingdom of nature to another, imtil, 
fixed by the magic wand of science, its proper birth- 
bplaq^sin the vegetablj world was conceded to it.^ Here, 

« as i* mafy*dther instances, we find the accounts of 
Pliny more correct than those of many of his successors 
through A long series of ages. He eonsidcred it to be 
the resin of eithw the poplar or a ‘ cedar ofi the pine kind.’ 
On this account the Romazw called it succinum, from 
succus, the juice of a tree; and by tins name it is still 
known in our medical language. By later writers it 
was supposed to be a natural mineral ; and we find the 
^areful and accurate Ray, in giving his opinion respect- 
ing^ some amber from Thedle Thorpe, on the Lindsey 
coilst, qualifying his decision by saying— ‘ I am but a 
learner, and a very young one, in viinerah: &c. OtJicrs 
regartied it as animal matter which had undergone 
some iKJCuliar alteration from the action of the waves. 
Some ^^rmed that it was a sea-plant, wliieli, growing 
at the bottom of the deeper parts of the ocean, >vas 
(xjcasionally broken, when its fragments were washed 
on shore. Others went so far as to imagine that, bc'cause 
inflects were found in it, it was proiluccd by them. 
Bntrifi indeed concludes that it was honey mineralised 
by vitriolic acid, and that the flies, &c. were killed on 
touching it by means of its electricity; for insects, he 
says, are not found except in substances on which they 
fecHl ; idthily adt^ng, as indisputable proof, that ‘ where 
l^es are found, aniber may be discovered J ’ Ibe myste- 
rious doubt with which it waa surrounded was further 
increasex^ by alleged instances of clear and legible 
Hebrew' and Arabjc characters being found enc losed in 
itf substance — an idea which very jirobabiy originated 
pin what Goppgrt and Hr K. Thomas of Konigsberg have 
‘ proved to be specimen.s*of fossil mould. Gnidually the 
veg(‘tablo theory regaincd.its ground, until at length 
It was clearly and ^universally acknoAvledgcd that amto 
is the fossilised or •bituminised resin or gum of some 
of the cone-lq^ar^g trees— of kinds, however, wliich, 
according to Gdppert, were far more resinous than any 
of the recent species, as substance is produced not 
only as in our present trCiS— lietween the wood and the 
proved by the microscope, in the wood 
Itself following the course of the medullary rays. 

Lignite, or, as it is more generally termed, wood-coal, 
brown-cxial (Braunkolile), or lx)vey-coal, abounds on the 
Baltic coast of Prussm— and hero, too, is the larirest 


known deposition of amliei^ yet, until a very recent 
ctio ' 


penod, the obvious connocfion between the two sub- 
^ances was unnoticed. It if true, indeed, that the 
frequent occurrence of fossil wood on the shores— 
tninks of enormous trocs«beh)g sometimes exposed by 
I ® action of the waves — induced the pea.saiJtry of the 
jaMistrict to distinguish it by the name of ‘ambtjr-w'ood ■’ 
’but the learned drew a broader inference from the 
fact, and decided^ says Dr Thomas, that the tninks 

Vfforvt fhruiA rsf .t 


- ^ niiuugii luw Boum 01 1 laci, ana aocmed#says Dr Thomas that th<^ fmnta 

^i]r^e->4htu u» at onm to the typical myth I were thoae of the palm, and that the lontr 

Phfflton 1 diap^ aitualion of Ule garden o£ Eden must of ne 
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was struck into the Po, Jus sisters remained lameuting 
c^its banks until tiiey were turned into poplars, whil®' 
tears continued to flow in flko form of ambef, Ifeinir 
as Ovid teUs iM, , 

‘ Hardened into Talue by tfe sun/ ^ 

hemtifiil aUegmysnit'itffl iinore doady connected 
1 nations of the East, who 


^ fomwly speled-ll* 
i ^ term ambra, and inds<^8cpie of our older 
tile word in its origiiSn ftsm. 


* » V « iiiutsb oi ne- 

cessity be on the Samland coast ! To the above-named * 
gentleman wq ore cliiefly indebted for tHA attention 
^uch Vaa recently beeft given to the^subject. In the 
■spi^otaUy.met wia» some flr-cones on 
the hiUg along the coaat flf Bauachen, which were, in 
op^iHon to hiMjwn (^dnion, pronounced to bo recent. 
i>et^i^, however, ttmedde Jho question, and encou- 
raged in his own belief by an account — ^which appeared 
almoat ^Jy to #de into feble-of the finding, somo 
yeara befi>^ ^ a foMii fir-branch, with wdl-preserved 
cones, in two Hubenik amber-district, bc^ as soon as dr- 
cumstanoes penni^ it, propwly explored the locality, 
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and amply rewarded hy a collection of cones in the amber and 'the scliluft' beds. From Gross- 


various tpecies. As befof e-men tioncrl, amber had long 
been recognised as tlm resin of a conifer, and it was now 
apparently shown in connection with the conifers from 
which it was formed — ifti idea which was strengthened 
by the fact, that many of the pieces of fossU-wood, on 
being burned, gave otw a smell of amt)er. For gipatcr 
accuracy and certainty, howevei*, these cones were 
transjpmttcd to one of the highest livfug autSbri- 


ties on fossil woods, Professor Goppert of Breslai^ who., sents a most in teres tiiig profile ^jjnhe formation. At 
after c'Jireful examination, stated^that two ^ci^‘ rc- Rosenorth t^ie sti^ta dip rapidly to the south, 


minded him so exactly of the now existing tbrmtij that 


l^lude observation, but at the same time rise abropiry 


kuhren these layers continue at tlio same angle of ele- 
vation to t)^ yilla^s of Great and Little Kuhen, where 
they rise to the height «f from forty to sixfy feet above 
the sea, ftnd, to the great p'ftflt <jf the miner, expose the 
amber beds. Tfle western extremity of the formatidh 
is covered, behind Lifltle Kuhen, by lulls apparently 
of (lilisviol structure ; but it crops out again from the 
sui)erincsimbcnt mass, so that the Samlandic shore pre- 


they couW not b\; distinguished from them;’! wHile the^ from the sea to the south in sflclf a maimer that the 

separated stra^ are merely covered by a diluvial loam 
of ten feet thick. ■ Another member of the amber for- 
mation lk‘3 almost horizontally in the coast hills of 
Dirschkeim, in which tlie amber bed,*vidiich lies four 
feet deei>, iapnot very i>roductive, but it evidently ex- * 
te|jds under the sea, as has long been shown by the 
-l|^itities of amber tlirowui on that pai’t of the coast 
— a-storm of but moilerate length and >^olence on the 
first day ofj^ January 1848 having brouglit to light 
very brief space no lc‘.ss than 800 pounds. • 

Attention having l)ecTi thus drawn to the subject, 
every fresh examination seejn.s to tend tt) the confirma- 
tion of tiie infrrenees of i^r Thomas, and will probably 
lead to*the result wiiich he announces as Jns^ gre^t 
object — namclj', to the (‘iilargemcnt of our knowledge 
of the localities of amber beds, with a Anew' to increase 
the sui)ply of this valuable commodity. Already it 
bus ])Cv*.n discovered at vniious points along tlie coast 
of l*russia, as well as inland ; in parts of Russia, and in 
Siberia. Sicily may rank next to Prussia as an amber- 
producing country, but the substance appears to Ihj 
very ■widely distributed over the w^orld. In Britain, 
amber has been dug up in the neighbourhood of Lon- 
don, and it is sometimes washed up by the sea on the 
north-cast coasts ; -Nvljile Pennant mentions the cliff of 
IloMeriiess as a clay formation from which amber is 
sonietiines wuished out in considerable quantities, but 
ahvays covered witii the coating, caused by atmo- 
spheric decomposition, Avhicli ^is menticiied by. Dr 
Tli?)inas as appearing in the amber of the sand layer 
near Warnik. 

The uses ^o w'hich finiber has been applied arc 
various ; and though not now prizi'd so much in jewel- 
lery as tbnnerly, yet it is still greatly valued in the 
lilast as a material for the mouthpieces of smoking 
api)aratU8, as avcU as for many art^les of decorated 
furniture ; Avhile its agreeable and AvliolesomC scent, 
together wmtii - its in llamii) ability, render it a«i almost 
necessary ingi'cdient in i^erfiiraes luid incense.* Regnard, 
writing in 1 (181, expresses the great astonishment 
Avhicli he, wlio ‘made so little use of it,’ felt on finding 
that it formed the principal article of commerce between 
the Dutch and tlie nations of the East. And in the 
anoiiymons account of Tliibet in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, pubiisfied by Pinkefton, mentioA is made of the 
mercliants wdiose practice it ayhs to collect amber heads 
^for sale in t^e markets of BCltan— £ts Tliibet is called — 
Avhcrc it was so valued for the purpose of byriiiiig at 
feasts^ in the Chinese fasJiion,%hat the sgn-c, or nine 
ounces, of beads wdiich at I*atna were purchased for 
from 30 to 40 rupls, were resold ifi Biitan for from 
2^0 lo 300 riipis. Li Eastern lands, the smell of this 
*^urning amber is considered a specific in headaches 'of 
every* dtscription. TheP ancients jirized it at a ver5^ 
^arly period for its medicinal powers, and it still takes 
its plaice in our healing list. Some time ago the vapoui: 
from burning a^ber was received on w^oollen cloths, 
with which rheumatic or p’oralytic limbs weje after- 
wards rubbed; but this is now quite discontinued, it 
having been long ackiiowdedged that it was the friction, 
tnd not the vapour, Avhicli formed tb© remedy. JHie use 
of powdered anabor in cases of Hysterics lias mso been 
almost abandoned as ^neffic^ieious ; but oil, 


others, which formed the greater portion of the collec- 
tion, ‘were fofins which do not now exist* Yet He nega- 
tived the idea that these ancient trees were connected 
with the origin or occurreuee of amber, partly founding 
the denial on the non-presence of the smell of ampor 
in some of the wood and cones, and partly adhering to 
a tlicory that the amber of the Prussian coast had 
originated in an abundant vegetation wMch grei^ on 
an island of temporary existence, and of the date of the 
Tertiary formation, which rose to the iiortli of Saniland 
in the Baltic. 

Dr Karl Thomas afterwards investigated the subject, 
with results wJiich seem to r(?quirc little bifsides a 
candid (‘xauiination to 'secure their general adoption. 

In tlu' first place, he treated a portion of the fossil 
wood, which had no .wiell of amhei\ witli nitro-sulpliuric. 
acidi ; it gave no useful explosive matter, but yicldyd 
}! resin strongly reminding him of llie artificial musk 
in-odeced from amber by mtric add. lu consequence 
of this result, Dr llcdcir submitted fourteen frag- 
ments of the wood, AvliicU were selected at random, 
aiul wliich appeared to belong to different sjKicies of 
conifiTic, to examination; thiriojen of Avhicli yielded 
sueeinic acid, as did also cones from the same bod, 
tbongli they were alsb devoid of any smell 8f amber. 

‘ If. then,’ says Dr Thomas, ‘ the occurrence of succhmc 
acid, oxec jit from anilier, is so problematical that amber, 
may he considered as its only source, w'b miiKSt admit 
also that llic coniferous avooi^s which contain it belonged 
not only to the amber Flora, but that they were that 
portiou of it Avhich actually yielded it;’* and, as a 
necessary consequence, that thougfi otluy species may 
co-exist with the amber -trees, the principal mass of 
Avood to Avhich the lignite owes its origin is amber- 
bearing. 

The next argument wdiich may be adA’inced is found 
in the geological outline of the Samlandii; coast, giAdi 
by Dr Tliomas as that Avith Avhich he is most inti- 
mately .acquainted, and of Aidiich tlie following is a 
liricf abstract : — 

A seemingly horizontal stratum of sand and coal- 
bearing clay, AAdiich is an alfuvial product, reimhcs from 
Lapfil i n to W aniik . Between W urnik and C rosskql iron 
a peculiar sand formation — ^in Avliicli amber is some- 
times found, though always jiuch AA’orii and outAvardly 
dcconqiosed by th<f atinospliero, Avliilo in the snlijacent 
beds it is constantly in the natural state — ris$s from 
tlio sea-level, making an angle of fifteen degrees Avest ; 
it is eoinyiosed of parallel layers Avhose^imits ai’e marked 
by the deposition of red ochre. Tliese layers are A^er- 
tically cut through by tubular frssil bod|p rescnilj^ing 
amcrinites, and alsJ- contain otlJ^^r marine remains. 
Under thi^sand-bank, and extending in similar direc- 
tions, lies Tlie strfyjum of ambet4jartli, whicli is Jilue gr l < 
mottled ; this eartli has been explored ^lerever it ri.'?<yh( 
high enough above the surikoe of tlie sci Benoath tliis 
is the bed called Schluff; which is only dktinguished from 
tlie alKive. by its having no avetber, Clrbonised wood, 
of coniferous character, dhd similaisto that at liausclien, 
is found in this amber Ikyer, while sharks* teeth, 
together with impressions of ecliinites,HaYe been found 
— r — ^ ~ — - — 4. 
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which 19 of a highly bituminoW nature, is still applied ^ Paris were not pared until^the latter part of the twelfth 
ill paralysis, rheumatism, and al a* warn stimulant, in century,andthOBeofLon4onii%t until a much later period, 
complaints of the Spine, as well as in hf^ing*cough Molborn, the great artery of Babylon, through 

and other cduYUlsive attacks, tf t is also soio^that inter- which pour in quick Buecession dSfie loud, busy, rattling 
mitteut fOVers> of long^st^ have been cuitid by it. stream, of life and eommerciij was not pared till the 
The ^ fixture of amber is eoncdioida!, and its specific cojnnien^ient of the fifteenth century.. Some of the 
gravi^ I’OTS. ^ The succinic ribid is procured from it niinw^j^strlets were scarcoly pf^i£»le. Narrow laues with 
by and the oil is afterwards separated llrom it hod|^, broken only here and there by a straggling 
by repeated wastitfigs; but if the acid be exposed to hoiwe, were * the primitive Wood Streets, Qraj^ls Inn 
lengthened heat in^^a closed vessel, the oil becomes Lanes, and Aldgaie Streets, of modem times F some 


B,^ick and dark, an(i leaves a residhe of * thick black vea^re to tra^c them in the day, but feiw would 

coal: " c perilous thoroughfares at night. Some of the 

The whole of tlid^ P\*iissian amber ‘fishery,* as it is Y ?? prosperous day^ of King 

termed, belongs to. the king, and yields him a con- *'58'^ ^hey are described eis ‘very foul, and 

Siderable income. In tlie time of Regard— when it sloughs ; very jjenlous las well for all 

belongtKl to the Elector of Brandenburg, siixce merged, ■“‘•jects on honebnek as on foot.’ Along 


power of Prussia — it produced about 25,900 crowns a 


grepe his way about town in total darkness, except ho 
was near enough to be guided by the lanterns on the 


■nnnfK Inif- wn riri 4*- cnougn 10 uc gumeu oy me laiuerns on tm 

Sv riTat Slim T Ar?I . Bow Church, 5hich semd as the only land 

nmiaLiw After a storm, or an mark to the bewildered stranger.-/xip/l«s and Shadom 

tide, the amb<;r coasts of Prussia of ^le Olden ^iinet, * 


a scene of tlie greatest animation ami interest ; i 
for^houglv. a guard of soldiers is drawn up on the I 
I beach for the prevention of any iiifringoment of the 
king’s rights, yet it is a day of uinvonted activity for 
the peasant. In fact the ^diancos and uncertaintfes 
nttentSng tlio gatliering of amber give it all charm 
6f a sport. Men, women, and children issue forth as 
soon as the tide falls low enough, and hasten in cheerful 
groups to take advantage of .the hours which shall 
olapse before the return of the sea to claim and cover 
its own. 

Very different accounts are given as to the size of 
th^ lumps in which amber is generally fomid, but most 
modem naturalists agree that it seldom exceeds a 
pound-weight in one i)ioc;e : yet Regnard tells us that 
tlie Mar^ave of Brandenburg presented the emjxjror of 
Russia with a choir of amber, which was supposed to 
be the greatest curiosity in the world ; and that he 
also gave the dauphin — by w hom wo suppose he means 
the hereditary grand dhke— a mirror of the same, 
which waS|.considere(P a ma.sterpiece. Santos talks' 
of 5. lump found on the coasts of Melinda in PJOG 
so large;, that a man might easily hide behind it ; and 
adds tliat no person could be found ivho w as iiossessed 
of money enough for its purchiise, and that it was 
consequently broken into smaller fragments. We 
should remark that, notwithstanding various rumours 
to the contrary, ^no method lias been yet discovered 
of joiltixig amber into one piece, as the apxdicatiou of 
heat sepjiratcs its xmrtkies. ^ 


STREETS IN THE MIDDLE AGES. 

The public thoroughfares of the metropolis were un- 
pavedi and were little better than the country lanes ; 
the inbabitants, and even the butchers, threw the offal 
into the streets^ and swine yevelled unmolested in the 
gutters. In Pans a French prince of the royal blood 
was killed by a fall from his horse in consequence of a 
sow running betwrf the animal’s legs. An order was, 
asBupd tq prohibit them from wallowing in the muddy 
streets ; bu^the order, ^it is said>, excited the anger of 
the monks of the abbey of St Authony, who from time 
imroomoria] had bijoy^ the privilege of turning their 
•wine into tho public thoroughfares. The monks urged 
their plea witli shch pertinacity, that it was founj* 
dlboessary to grant them an e^^clusive right of'stoding 


THE MOON IN THE MORNING. 

lUcKj'lBjiecfcral wanderer ! What dost thou here 2 
Are not the streets all thrilled with morning beams, 
While the hill* city bathes in misty streams 
Of living gold; and ever and ancar 
^’he Fresh breeze from tho Firth sweeps coldly dear ? 

It shall be morning ! I step forth as one 

Who bears youth’s royalty on heart and eye ; 

As if those pale years at iny feet did lie 
Like dead flowers, and I crushed them ! and passed on 
Boldly, with looks turned forwards — backward, none ! 

Oh breeoe and sun of morn ! Oh castled steep, 

And distant hills that*dream in still rtyoicc ! 

Oh infinite waves, that with unceasing voice 
I know are thundering on the bay’s curved dcei», 

Wake ye my spirit frofti its palsied sleep ! 

• 

Yes,^ I will grasp it — ^life’s fair morning-time ; 

I will put strength into these pulses dull, 

And gaze 8ut ui God’s earth so beautiful, 

And change this dirgjS into a happy chime 
That to His footstf^j^ay arise sublime. 

I look up to fiis heaven. Ha ! art thou there. 

Dim, waning moon! watched, a bright thread, at eve ; 
Then fuller, till one night thy beams did weave 
A magic light o’er hill and castle fair ; 

Back, thou pale ghost I haunt not the morniiig air ! 

Blank thing! Would I could^blot thee from the sky I 
Why troublcst thou the bnghtness of the morn 2 
* 1 do but as all things creJM^e or born 
Serve my appointed courw^ and thoa^I die.* 

This i^iBwer falleth downwards like a sigh. 

I have said ill. Then, pallid crescent, hail ! 

Let me look ox thee, where thou sitt’st for aye 
Like memory— ghastly in the glare of day, 

Bui in the eC'ening, light. Grow yet more pale, 

Till from the face ofiheaven thine image fail. 

e Vr,?. 
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A PARISH CtKRK’S TALE. 

I Asi not a garrulous old man, though y§ung follis 
think me so, and pay no h^ed to what I say. Young 
men ore not now what they used to be when I was 
young. I was brought up until old people, and learned 
old people’s caution and steady habits. I iiroflted by 
the experience of otliers. 1 had no need to squander 
I my health and money in learning wisdom, to starve in 
I after-life, and drivel of what I i^uld do if I had the 
j world to begin again. My old uncle taught me to he 
I careful and saving of money, and repeated to nic^he 
maxims of ‘ Poor Kichrfrd ’ till I got them by lieart. 
He warned me, too, of all the cunning devices of tlie 
evil heart of man ; and when artful rascals, who look 
upon a youth as a prize, souglit to inveigle and bring 
me. to ruin, they found me a match for them, and left 
me to seek for easier prey. 1 saw through thg lying 
stories of those who live upon tlio, hidustry of others. 

I I kiunv the worth of their boasts who call themselves 
i ‘jolly fellows,’ with which they would have enlisteil 
me in their devil’s army. Scxiial Companions forsooth! 
1 have seen them mei't an old acquaintance in tlie 
street — a lank, shabby, palesfaced, fishy-eyed 8i>edmeii 
of wliat they were coming to themselves #-and slink 
away ; or if they cx)uldn*t do that, stare him in the face, 
ns if they had never seen him before, and pass on. 
God forgive me, if I chuckled at the sigbh to think I 
had no need to wait for ycni*s to know the result of 
such a life, but could sec at once the boaster and the 
humbled side by side. As to women, although I have 
never married, 1 once looked forward to the time when 
I should be able to keep a wife. I was not i)oor, but I 
was too prudent to marry, an# run the risk of a family 
to support, till I had amptb means, and to spare. 1 
didn’t run after girls, as some yoiuig men do: 1 hiul 
my living to get. lamind^ my own business. If a 
steady, virtuous woman, likely to have made me a 
good wife, had come in niy way in the course of busi- 
ness or otherwise, I should have been^lad to marry 
her ’, but I never found one, and so I was never married. 
However, that does not grieve me f I have § coiitent<|i 
mind ; I have mudi to be thankfuUfor: ! never was 
agrurablei*. » * 

When i look back* upon my life, Y don’t, think I baye 
more sins to aniw^ for thaii jtiy neighlftirs— nor so 
many perhaps. 1 can 9 nl^ remember one very grave 
fault that I lu^vo ^omndtted, andal^ 
haunted me enougli ; indeid 1 tliink it nearly drove 
me mad for a time. I have ejtpiatt^ done 
my power to repair it ; and k/iM no tap to any one 
in tho leng-tttih as we sh^ 

|1 find much to reproacH myWf T always 



paid my way , ^0 the farthing and to the day; and 1 i 
^l|iil cxiMJcted others to do the same. I have shown 
rcsp^)t to authorities ; I have never, got hito trouble 
by breaking the laws. I was a regular attendant 
church before I was a parish trlerk, and after that, it 
l^anie my duty, in a double sense, so to do. I have 
not been an uncharitable man, though I never gave to 
whining beggars and impostors, like a fool with ^lore 
money than brains ; however, I gave many a guinea to 
charitable institutions, where 1 knmv that committees 
of intelligent gentlemen^ woulil investigate, and sift 
* the truth from the lies, and bestow my money upon 
worthy objects. 

1 repeat I am not a garrulous old man. If I happen 
to talk much, I mean mucli. I do not mumble over 
and over one thing. I am eighty }Tars of age, but I 
liave more life in my old body than any two young 
men T know'. My memory is as strong as ever it was, 
and so is my eyesight. 1 remember wdiat 1 tun going 
to relate as well as if it all liapponcd yesterday, 
atthougli I speak of forty years ago, and everybody 
who knew me then intimately is dftnd and buried. , 

My* uncle left a sum of money between me and my 
sister — enoiigli to’ keep both of us pretty comfortably. 

I w'as not on friendly term^ with any other relative but 
her. I know what relatives are ; I have seeu enough 
of them. She was a widow, without children ; but she 
and her husl>aud hod mlopted a little girl. I don’t 
know where they found lier : 1 never asked, I never 
took much iirfercst in children. All I know is^ they 
both seemed bent on spoiling the child, and*uialuUg 
her unfit for everything ; which they w'ould have done, 
lio doubt, if they had lived. Rut they didn’t: they 
died — he first, and she afterwards. I was very sorry 
for both of them. I didn’t know any one 1 liked 
lietter ; but, hfiwever, it wa» not for mc^ to repine at 
the decrees (if Providence. I was w itli my sister con- 
stantly in her^ illness. I camiot sj^', what was her 
(^mplaint; some say she foetted a&r her hu|iband. 
She wHftonly eight-aud-twei4}5 ^iKl, if 1 am ^ny judge 
of beauty, was a ni(!e-taking woman. She was more 
grieved to leave the child than anything else on earth. 
Sly 4o>%d her better Ihan me, her own brother. This . 
is i^ner^l:^ the way with i^ple who have no child^^u « 
^fetheir own, and adopt a strange one : it’s a plaything 
fo? 1^ them have nine or ten, and slave to i 

keep thehif^and they will toll a difibrept ^etoiy. Tlio | 
g^rl sat with her day hy^dayL-read h^r the 
NeV Testapent— her the medl(p^^^and pppari^^ 
wl^ food she could eat. She 
enoti^ foh years ol(l, and a ! 

day ristrir dle^ ta prov^jpS fe^ 

hcr^ and h|treated me to be a friend to her: tfod I pid 
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I would. She held her in her thin aims, and played 
with her hdir, and kis8^ her ; and some tjlme aiterwards 
leaned haak ujpu^^te epoho ho more. , We 

listened, blit we could hear nb breathing. We put a 
miritW but it not tarnished: 

she Was dead^ The doctor wrote his certificate, and 
ibr aoine one to lay her out. Meanwhile^I opened 
J|^ drawers, and found a will, which I put in my 
j^ket fbr safbt^V then sealing up ^l^oxos and 
drawers, I roused \kc child. I had to drag her awaf* 
^^Siiin the body Uke a soldier’s dog. ^ I iook her hogie 
with me. r 

I was at this time clerk of a parish in the heart 
of London. I had given up all other business, for 
this and the collecting cerates occupied all my time. 
My employment was an agreeable and a respectable 
one. The church was situated up a long yard, as 
8il<mt and retired as if it had been Si the country. 
Moss gathered between the pebbles round about, for^ 
seldom any«one c|ime up there except bn Sundays, tmd 
then the church was never more than one-third full. 
^^#*^was heavy building, erected soon after the lire of 
London. There was a small churchyard, in Avliich, in 
spite of the tfpEinkllng of grass seeds, only a few thin 
blades ever made their appearance. Here and tJiere 
wesi a few dilapidated tombstones, their inscriptions 
obliterated with soot and rain. We had long ceased to 
bury any oill there ; all coffins were placed in the vault, 
a few steps down from the levpl of the ground. This was 
a stone cliamber, under the whole extent of the church, j 
Here we piled up the coffins, one above the otlier, like 
(dients’ boxes in an attorney’s office. The place was 
damp, and they rotted fast. However, when a funeral 
was coming, we put all the new coffins on the outside 
for show, and burned some lime to purify the air j and 
when we had sprinkled the ground with sawdust, it 
looked very clean and comfortable. The undertakers 
used to tell the mourners that it was as nice a little 
vault as ever they had seen. Inside, the churcli had a 
mouldy smell. Tlie pulpits and pews were oak, witn 
muchcai^ng about. From the roof was suspended a 
I6ng brass candelabrum, with innumerable candle- 
holders branching out. Bound about the organ there 
hung several banners and old gauntlets. I do not 
know their history; they probably were saml from 
fjie old church before the fire. Only the minister and 
h^self lived up this yard. Mine was an old-fashioned 
hofisc^ of which I only occujned a part. The rest was 
empty, for I li&d not been able to let it. It was thither 
that I took the child to live with me. ^ 

' continued to sob, so I sent her to bed with my 
hbuscfkeepcr. I sat doAvn to read tlie will, although it 
ya« past midnight, for 1 was curious to know its con- 
tents. The dispositions were rather strange. Tirst, it 
appointed me executor, with nineteen guineas for my 
trouble. Nineteen guineas to me ! I must say I felt 
rather angry As to my trouble, I should have thought 
howling of it; I did not want any recompense for that. 
"Whd would not undertake such a duty cheerfully for 
his owu sister? It was only the look of the thing, 
to letye me> her o^ly brother, about enough to pur- 
chase twt> suits of moliming! Tliis preveSted my 
bring put to any expense fet her to be sure, but I 
thought H Wiu rather close, I was not in want 

Of moMy, it is but that did not justif/ h<!r«in 
fhigettmg her bj^ blood. Them wjm B<jh»- 

thihg unuatural in fik^^ N she left all the residuecofitj 
her property to me Ih to apply the iohirest^in 
bringing up the child tiU she.WM twenty-one, or until 
her mimdage, he vested in 

^ whatever--n 0 thing to 

pay a spendthrilt 
- oudgers to which . 
eaqStjiSed^if S(»fi^red to' 

. BeibrO'lilie wai^seifeiiteoii) : 


some follow wonld fall iSi \pve with her, or ^^tend to 
have done so. I had power to prevent his marrying, 
and' drugging her do^ to rufu; and if she escaped 
that, and reached twenty-ege— I should like to know 
who fixed twenty-one as bemg years of discretion : he 
knew little of life, whoever fhe was. On the other 
hafi(f, if 1 destre-jged this will, I was my sister’s. only 
i)$xt of kia» and her estate would be mine. I had no 
wi^ to wrong, but to protect the child. I could still 
ex^n(Lj^e mcome^in Vacating and mamtahiing her, 
os cny sister* intend^, and 1 co^d bequeath the p(in-' 
cipab< t 9 her if she behaved well. I a^ any man 
whether there was any great crime*in all this ? Some 
people would have done it like a master of business, 
and never have thought of it again. Yet because I 
had the boldness to carry out my resolution, I have 
been fool enough to tormeUt myself for years, and to 
the verge of mi^css. 

My determination was fixed. I looked round the 
r»ora, tur^jjBd the key till it covered the keyhole, and 
drew down tlie curtains, though the shutters were 
fastened on the outside. Tlien I took the will and flung 
it on the fire ; but before the paper had time to ignite, 
a thought struck me, and I snatched it off again. I 
had a brother and sister, who emigrated many 
years before. Vte had heard of their deaths, and I 
believe they were dead ; but might they not liave some 
representatives, who ^ould one day perlmps claim and 
carry away two-thirds of this money? To be sure they 
might. I Ixad no right to endanger the poor cliild's 
fortune like that. Now, if I kept the will, I could at 
any time pretend to have found it, and sliield myself 
against any such claims. So I resolved not to destroy, 
but to sexwete it somewhere, in case of need. 

At the end of a week, the vault under the cliurch 
was again swept and sprinkled with sawdust. My 
sister’^ coffin was added to the number of outsiders. 
Only myself, the little child, and tlie old woman who 
[laid the body out, were inesent. Our worthy relatives 
liiul uudersfiood that no will had been made, and did 
not trouble tljemsel\t»8 to attend. However, they were 
not done with me; Tlionext day they came clown 4n a 
body, and insisted upon tlie house being 8ear<;hcd from 
top to bottom. 1 did not refuse their request. I had 
the place tltorooghly searched, and they were convinced, 
and departed, after plentiftiUy reviling the deceased and 
her next of kin.^foon afterwards I obtained letters of 
administration,^imich, as my sister had no debts, put 
me in possession of all her property. 

No one suspected me : my character was above sus- 
picion. I had been executor and trustee, and had often 
held large sums of other people’s money. My honesty 
had stood every test. Forty years I liiid lived in that 
neighbourhood, and no^,y had breathed a word against 
my honour. I was uni ver^y known for a grave and 
upright man, and had the conMence of the parishioners, 
who elected me to my office almost unanimously. I 
was not wanting in bmness; I Jiad the consciousness 
of Uigjod purpose to sustahi pro. As to my relatives, 
will or no will, they would nothing; I had not 
robbed them of a halfpenny. I knew that, and could 
look them in tlie ffice. 

However, np had I passed tlio excitement of 

t^e fint fi^nlght, and got, as Iwmay say, out of danger, 
than the thou^tttf what I had done began to tonn^ftnt 
me. I coaid not find a place which seei&d 4o me safe 
l^oough for d^sitJng the will. Little children are 
yeiy curious X sus^ioctdl my housekeeper of 

piling, though X bad never caught her at it; but I 
imow what Ad iite arc. They inust have some- 
l^hlng to gabnle a^ut. Hcev did X know tliat she had 
not a key to fit, jme very pl^ in which 1 had put it ? 
ffibe would jMia .it perhaps one day, and sprriid the 
xieigddKiuirihood* W perhaps 
and with exposure^ and ektort 

money firom ia% and mrite me her slave. 1 resolved 
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not to k^ep it at home. • In the churdi, on a apiral 
stone-staircase leading to th 0 was a closet in the 
wall, in which I kepv the rate-books and vouchers for 
safety against fire. It was double-barred and studded 
witli nails, and liad a massive lock with intricate 'wards, 
of which I only kept adcey. It was here thaf I jiially 
deposited it. * • 

I felt a little more easy, for it was no dbmpunctibn 
of conscience that had troubled me. I feared onl^ the 
result of my act becoming known. • So long^ai I caitied 
the key about me, I knew no one could opcnlhe closet 
but mysel:^ However, soon afterwards a littlJ iilfeident 
arrived to distur]^ my tranquillity. I was sitting one 
evening alone checking the receipts tom out of Iny col- 
lecting-book with the cash in hand, when my house- 
keex>er announced a stranger, who wanted to speak with 
me. I desired her to show liim in. He was a little 
man in black, and he introduced himself as havingb 
acted as solicitor to my late sister. If I had had any 
colour in the cheeks, 1 believe it would halte left thftm 
at that moment. I begged him to he seated, which 
gave me tiqie to collect myself, and ask what was Ms 
business with me ? 

* Your late sister,* said he, ‘ died rather suddenly. I 
have only this day lieard of her death, and I understand 
BO will has been found ?* 

* None,’ I replied : ‘ my sister died intestate.* 

‘ It is strange,’ said the lawyer : ‘ I can say that I 
prepared a will, wdiicli she executed about two ^gear^ 
ago, leaving all her property to the little child she had 
with her. Now she might have added a codicil to that 
will without consulting me; but I think she would 
not have destroyed it without having another one 
prepared.’ 

He looked at me intently, but I did not shrink. I 
felt sometimes like a coward before imaginary terrors ; 
but under the pressure of an actual necessity fisr bold- 
ness, my courage seldom forsook me. • 

‘ Every search has been made,* I replied, * in an open 
manner, and in the presence of iiry relativtSs, but with- 
out success.* 

%lt is Tc^markablo,’ said tiic little man musingly. 

‘ Unfortunately a duplicate was not made. I remember 
the terms were rather unusual, I5y rei^on of her 
instructions. Bhe appointed you exe<!litor, but would 
not make your permission necessary to tlie marriage of 
the infant. She said, laugMngly, that a bachelor was 
not a fit judge on such matters.* • 

‘ Ha ! * I exclaimed. * She perliaps repented of leaving 
tlie child thus unrestricted, and destroyed the will, 
intending immediately to make another, and not 
expecting to die so soon.* 

‘It is possible,’ teplied the lawyer; ‘but I can 
hardly believe that she Would allow her little favourite 
to renaain an hour cxposeciV to the possibility of bei’^g 
'left unprovided for.* 

‘As to that,’ I returned, * women are not so cautious 
as lawyers. HowevA', I had biyself firequently heard 
my sister say that she had amply provided fof the 
child. Indeed I was so convinc^ that such was her 
intention, Uiat I have taken her unde| my care, and 
intend to charge myself with her maintenance and 
education, as well as providing for4ier by nyr will.’ | 

J!^y visitor seemed satisfied, fipn^my mamier, tlilt 
there liad b^ no foul play, and some apologies, 
took Ms d^pftture. , But he left aie alarmdd. It was 
the first time that any one had breathed a suspicion 
that a will was still in existence^ 1 did nOt^ow where 
such a snspidicm ndght end. I sat tiH a late hbnr 
brooding over it. possibility of mylsecrct being 
Mscovered, and myself bejUg dragged to prison, stood 
up vividly before me. I saw Myself at by my 

neighbours ; forty years of integrity goii|ibr notlung ; 
every little harxmess act of my life rali^ up a?«d %n,s- 
lepiesented, to fit the theoiy tot I hM be^ aU along 
a cool rascal and a proMmd hypocriM. was 


suffering all this oniaccount of a remote possibility of 
some one, whose existence no one but pyself had 
imagined, suddenly coming fiwm the other side of the 
world to •claim a share in* the •money 1 It was too 
much. I resolvedT to destroy the will. ^ 

An accident divOrteS me from my purpose for a 
w’liile. •The rector, who hod been some time ill, was 
taken wovse, and I was to and fro At his house con- 
stantly. Hs was a young man, MWwas mucli liked in 
^he parish. wal attacked with consumption. ^0^' 
mid Ms liouse was too near the vaults to be healthy. 
^ don’t know how tMs may have*been. I lived on the 
other side of tlm church, as. close to the churchyard as 
he did for twenty years, and I never felt any the worse 
for it. He died at last, ft was near Christmas, and 
the weather was cheerless, and bitter cold, with snow 
upon the grmsnd. I was with him at the time. I have 
jgm many deathbeds, but I never saw any one die so* 
mm as he. He rose up in the bed with J^ony, struck 
Ms head violently 'with Ms fist, and died with Ms e,ues 
staring half out of their sockets. -m 

The sight had moved me. I had no sickly ilentiment; 
but I was a man, and liad a man’s feelings. I returned 
home in a thoughtful mood, inclined toT)e more kind 
thffii usual to aU about mt . I met the girl uj>ou the 
staira, gofng up to bed, with the candle in her nand.« 
Having been much occupied, I had 8ci|fcely spoken 
to her since my sister’s death, and my heart half re- 
proached me with haviftg neglected lier. She bade 
me ‘ good-night * quickly, and would have avoided me ; 
but I called her b:ick, and patted her on the head, and 
bade her enter my room and sit and talk to me by the 
fire. I saw she feared me, but I attributed it to her 
not knowing me yet. I sat beside her ; but she shrunk 
from me. I spoke kind words to her. but she himg ! 
down her head and cried. I felt angry to find iny 
kindness repelled. ‘ What is the matter with you ? * 

I asked sharply. She continued to cry. A thought ! 
ftruck me. ‘ Borne one lias been speaking to you about 
me,* I said. ‘ Some one has been poisoning your mind 
against me — saying you would *have had* a deal of 
monfy but for me, or some other falsehood.’ 

‘ Oh no, no, uncle I ’ she exclaimed, sobbing violently. 
‘I know you are very kind to me : I know you are my 
only friend, and I am grateful. But my life is so difle- 
rent now to what it used to be when mamma was alive. 

I never see any old faces now ; I stay all day in tMs 
great house, and 1 wander alout alonc^ and sit in the 
empty rooms, and think of poor mamma, till my heart 
is almost broken like hers. TMs is all that mokes me 
cry — indeed it is.* * • 

Notwithstanding her explanation, I felt sure that 
there was somctlung more lurking at the bottom of her 
heart. It was not probable that an infant should grieve 
incessantly for two months. Besides, having lost every 
friend in the jworld, it was natural she should feel a 
love for a ryew benefactor, who fed, anJ clothed, and 
lioused her, while other beggar cliildren shrank in 
dqorways fron^ the inclement season. 

^ ‘ Go,* I said, ‘ you have some secret wMch yeu will 
not tellt me ; but I shall find it dlit. Go to W, and 
pray for a better heart |iid a more thankful spirit ! * 

She rose and went, -without saying a Vord. My sus- 
picion ivas confirmed. TMs was, as it were, another . 
cld|}d in the horizon I I was excited : the O'^ents pf 
the day, Him dreariness of weather, and, above ell, 

Mi^ess and ingratitude of the world, had ^ou^it 
me to a fireftzy, I reproached mys^f with my 

tardiness ins neglect!^ to destroy to will 1 went 
to bed, and br^ed' long over these till I fell 

asleep : my dreams were vivid., aiMrS^ible. Ryery 
possible eril which could arise out of my act passed 
beffiro me in torftil reality—to aJtoed liices of n»y old 
friends tne pari^tners ; myself (||Testod and 
throng the str&ts ; tliS nnij to 
mand of to judge, poiatof to ray previous good 
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cliiu*act^r« fMsi it with tli^ 

into <3m tfa^ to a 

man who ^bad jdone nothing thSi^ he cohld not^ustil^ to 
his own eo^ieuce-— Who wrou^^ a little harmless 

orjUi pnly that goo(i| might cotne—who at inost had been 
of an imivrudenoe. Fony years of age is not so 
mr Thmovod hrom youth that eveiy trace of its indie- 
ntetion and erroncjous judgment should be eapeoted to 
he entirely obliterated* The littie lawyer was the 


who Imd found tlie will. 1 heaM him x^at/[G^ ! tRore? «toi^ iny sister, looking at mc^I My. 


suspicion which ^ induced him to* bribe the pe^ 
opener to shdf him all the closets in the church td 
wliich I had access ; how the very strength and secu- 
rity Of the one on the stairs induced lum to think that 
I hadvchosen ^hat for myMiidingplace ; and how they 
had procur^ another key and obtained the evidence of 
my guilt. I reproached myself bitterly for allowing 
' the mtal doCunient to exist. 1 clenched my teeth and 
fists in ang^ with myself. I could have dashed my 
hf^ejul againkb the dock for my folly. 

*ei;.3Iy passion awoke me : I pantcci with t\»c exertion in 
my sleep/ The perspiration trickled down my checks 
, lij^ gteat tears. The veins in my neck and head were 
Swollen and xnrobbing, as if all tlie blood in my bo<ly 
bad^shed there ; for my climbs wore cold, like tftose 
of a dyih^ man, when deatli begins in the extremities. 
I had but ouyjp thought : it was to arise and dress myself, 
and go immMiately to the closet in the church, to 
satisfy myself that the paper '^ivas still there ; and if so, 
to destroy it without a momeut’s delay. I could not 
wdt till morning; I could not turn to sleep again; 
na^j I could not rest in my bed till I had assured 
mysiotf upozi this point. 

I did not know how long I had slept, and my watch 
had stopped at eleven* 1 looked out of the window, but 
it was too dark to see the clock in the tower. I had no 
superstition in my nature-^l had been well schooled 
against that : I would as soon have entered a church at 
night as my own house. If my housekeeper awakened^ 
T could say I was going over to the rector’s house, 
where it<<! as known 'that there would be some one up 
all night, and it might be supjwsed that some‘t)ung 
tiigent had oocurred to me relative to the deceaseMi. 
However, I had no wish to awaken her ; so I took my 
keys, and having lighted a candle in a horn lantern, 
and Wrappeti it alxmt with my liaudkcrchief, to liide* 
the light, I walked down stairs in my stockings. 
Thdu 1 uMocked the street-door slowly, and put on my 
^oes [ afterwards I put the key in the lock, on the 
ohtiidd^ and turned it back, so that I could shut the 
door ;, then pulling it out again, the lock fell back, ahd 
fastened die door without noise. It was a keen fixMit : 
^ere was no wind, and the snow had ceased to fall, 
although it liy deep and ; tmtroddeir upon the ground. 
Eycry thing was still and desert, as if I iiad been many 
nMles Iroiii any human liabitation. T w^alkcd a shuffling 
st^ to obliterate my fodb})rints. As I 'lyas 'about to 
the ,key in the little side-door, 1 was startled by 
the dock suddeidy chiming the four quarters : it struck 
two. The hammer vibrated audibly for half'a 
Whute, g/id theWen^ deeper than before* * 

I shut tifodbor beiiind me, and unveiled my lantern. 
4 man of Wei^ nerves might have been terrified. My 
lamp disw # fiM glimmer for a yard or two» around 
me . all the # ilie church lay in thick darkness, 
l had first to go ktfo the vUstry-room, at ti»s bott^'of 
the aisle, for t^re Impg the key of the entranoO to fiPif’l 

closet, and nay h^irt 
^-^paper exactly.^ left 

astily, and descended, 
ti it is true, but I knew what 
nadn^ui. Moreover, I was 
foan to iStId € 0 $h thiUM out of my bwn 
jjPUt, as I am a heaifiPfootsteps 

t*me^ <foS(^ndi]^ tlm above! I 

ifiilc"" 


staircase. At 
, beat with joy 

I had been 

I 



listened,' and heard them io bnger. A terribfe cpnvic- 
tidh oppressed me foat^:%ould imt completely destroy 
the wUl. Howerd^ fire seemed l^surest means, and 
I opened my Imitern m 

The room was ifofoe steps below the pavement of the 
chuftsh, i&d firom Whmo T sat^fiooked right down the 
aisle. The light na fo*st obscured my si|^t tbr things 
beyond ; bift suddenly^ ibcling that there was something 
standing in the doorway, I ifited up my eyes. Oh my 



Inlokly, and I^ainod the vdstiy-room, when I 


lowdr jaw fell, like that of a dying man 1 I stared at 
her irf'silence for some time. At length I spoke. 

‘ What do you want, sister ? Speak^tell me ! * 

But 'foo stood still, looking at me ^rrowfully, aud 
saying nothing. Slie was not in night-gown or shroud, 
bpt drassed as I had alwi^s known her, Some of my 
courage returned to me at the sound of my own voices 
* Oh, sister I ’ iiexdaimed, ‘ if you are angry with me 
about the child, I wiU repair all. 1 will restore to her 

thb money# Indeed I had no wish to wrong her’ 

But I stopped. My words, which I hod repeated to 
myself till they became a conviction, seemed to me 
false. My terroir mode me view my conduct in Uie 
light of a cruel fraud. I can’t blauie myself now. 1 
mighf be as greijt^^ fool again, if I were so wrouglit 
upon. A woHd 6f pious resolutions rushed througii 
my mind. Hie tears fell from my ej*C8. 

‘ Oh, Lucy !’ I contfoued, ‘ wiut only till to-morrow — 
^vq me only tiU the blessed daylight comes again, and 
see how 1 will act. I will be another man : I wilt load 
a different life: i will be kinder to the child: the 
money shall be hers ; I will aid her and protect her 
while I live.’ 

I spoke earnestly, as if I had said a pniytr. I did 
not see her go, but she was no longer there. 1 shaded 
my eyes with mj^ hand to see more clearly ; hut she 
was gone. I waited some time, fearing to go into tlic* 
lichurch. At length I stole out witii my lantern, 
slammed the door behind me, and liurried down the 
aisle, and ofit into th^ cold ‘air, locking the door behind 
me. Explain this as you will. I car© not who dis- 
believes it. I know it tb be true, for I saw it all with 
my own eyes. For many months Uie memury of this 
night influqpced dll my actions. 

In thc momiifo I descended and souglit the child, and 
told her I was sowy for my roughness to her overnight, 
and coaxed hcij l^ beingfofonds with me. I gave out 
that I had I accidentally discovered tliewill under tlie 
green baize cover of a family Bible, part of my sister’s 
effects, which I had preserved. The little lawyer was 
tlioroughly convinced of the injustice of his suspicious 
when I told him how 1 hwl discovered it, and requested 
Mm to get it proved. 

1 could not rest in thetiei^ifoOurhood. Strange ideas 
posscsBc<l my mind at tha| time. It seemed to me a 
slow suffocation to live among the masses of habitations, 
ahd in the smoke and gloom of londou. 1 pictured to 
myself country scenes, Vhere I hinged to pass the rest 
of my days^the girl my sole companion. Moreover, 
1 could not enter the church with^t a shudder ; and 
the form of it# great tower, opposite to my bedroom 
window, at ni^t ftetted my spirit, and cast a breadth 
4)f8hailow^T08salhmy dreams. 

^1 sent m my rasignaUoi^ and tlie vestry met 
passed a vote of luipbaiidn Ihq manner in «w}iu£ I 
had discharged the JmtieB of ifly o&^s- chairm^ 
mq[foes 80 d the iegn:t of llie meet^ and its high sense 
of my infognMy. I eogld imt in my heait ac^ tlfolr 
oofopHmeai9.r 

» the fimplestemid^;^ of my 

^sqemed lo wo tha ^^t 
niim. I taxMiiyseif secretly^ Ulra 
wim crhne#i|llbh- hgd hover cramnii't^* Happily 
T ain got imlr wlmt I X to we are none 
without sin, imd at church i catl inytof a as 

sincorely ds others do. But X do hot take that to have 


a striotly literal meaning, arc many worae than 

I ; nay, if all men nc^ m updghtly, the world would 
he better than it . - 

‘ Come/ I said to tlie girl wie fine spring morning 
fifter all my arrangements were completed—* we are 
going awayfrom liere^o live in tlie counti)^ %)|ong 
woods, and meadows, and corn-flehJ^/ The thought 
seemed to make her happy. She put on iier bbncftt, 
ns if we wore going to take a short walk, and wentfwith 
me to the coach. We took up aur abqd^ ir?a small 
village on the banks of the Tliames, about tldrty itiles 
from London. • • ^ 

She seemed at^first to take a delight in her new 
way of life. But hIio was a sullen, fretful child. I 
could scarcely get her to speak. I felt she did not like 
I# ; nay, I believe she hated me in her lieort, though, 
with her deceitful lips she would call me * dear uncil,* 
and cry when I was angry. Wliat wonder, then, wheiu 
I knew my kindness towards lier, and all that I had 
undergone on her accounti, if 1 came to diilike herein 
my turn? I could not help treating her with some 
rigour. I was her guardian, and I was l^und to train 
her up properly, and endeavour to eradicate evil pro- 
pensities. This I did, though I never struck her. 1 1 
was sick of her. 1 will tell the truth : I was no# sorry 1 
when she died. It was exactly one twelvemonth from ! 
the night when I crept into the church. The weather I 
was exactly similar — still bitter cold, with snow deep 
upon the ground — the sky heavy uith snow really to 
hill. • 

M V sister’s property returned to me, according to the 
provisions of the will. And all thii^ shows me the folly 
^ of doing a wrong act even with a good iutentioa. 
Principles must be adhered to in spite of all conse- 
quences. Do well, and keep out of disgrac^e, and you’ll 
find it will answer better in the long-run. ‘ Honesty 
is the best poli(fy ! ’ This is an old maxims^ and if 
the exjx^rieuoe of an old man of eighty be worth anyr 
thing, it is a true one.* 

« 
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> TEA AND POTATOES. 

Tka and potatoes are such common articles of- our 
diotjiry, that we are apt to overlcfok tlie important 
effect they have hail upon modem'* civilisation and 
fiocial progress. And yet there is no doubt that their 
introduction and extensive use have very greatly in- 
fluenced us, and that for the better. • 

The mode of living of our ancestiirs was very diffe- 
rent^'^ as far as regards food, from our own. Butcher- | 
meat seems to have formed the greater portion of at | 
least two meals in the day. Earmhqj, however, was in 
so wretched n condition, that a stock of food for winter 
could not be provided^swr mtre tlian a very few domes- 
ti(*atcil animals. It was therefore the custom to fatten 
as many animals as possible upon the summer’s grass, 
slaugliter them, and salt their carcases for winter con- 
sumption. In the hbuscs of Sven the highest nobility 
ft esh meat ceased from appearing upon their tables by 
Christmas, and animals could scarcely be fattened in 
summer before the end of July. P^ple in a lower 
rank of life could not procure a supply of fresh butcher- 
raeut for more than three or fbni months^ of the year. 
Tlie writer of this artlfclercmombera seeing the remJins 


Xlio writer of this artlfclercmombera seeing the remllns 
of this mode of living in a r«mmt!ilUstric^ in the north 
of England^ to wyeh agricultural improtements had 
riot cj^ndi^. Hero a Smily who lived by *teaMmg^ 
woollen goods by hand— a pnactice now* and for long 
quite obsolete— had a few acres of land, uj^on a prA*tion 
of which they roisi^ oats, the nyal of wjiicli was mode 
into unleavened cakes. remainder was in grass, 
upon which, during stUiimer. they fa^ri^ an ox, wdiich 
was slaughtei^ iuid salted m Novoiril^li These oaten 
cakes and the salt beef constituted, together wi^i clieese, 
almost their sole food during the winter. 

Our ancestors used along with butchei'’>meat bread 


made feom oats, rye, and to a smaller e:rferit y^heat, 
They possekupd kail,, and perhaps rod cahl^i^ t>ut 
scarcely any other kind pf vegetable. Wlfen tfe wife 
of Henry* l^n. desired a Salsid^ she had to send to 
Flanders for it, *A root, formerly called potato, but 
now extinct with us, although we belij^ve it is culti- 
vated iii Spain to this day, was in use in the fifteenth 
century. «This was the plant alluded to by Sh^spearo 
in the * Merry Wiyes of Windsor V Let the sky rain 
^Kjtatoes and hail kissing comfit^.* Tfio true potato 
brought \rQm Virginia by Hakluyt in 1684, Sffi 
klid not come into general use for two^enturiea later. 
The Jerusalem artichoke, still too much neglected, 
was brought frSm Brazil in 1617. Turnips were first 
cultivated to any extent during the Commonwealth. 
Carrots were brought into England the Flemish 
refugees during the reign of Elizabeth. Otlicr veget- " 

# les are of still more recent introduction ; and there* 
no doubt of llio fact, that our forefathers consumed, 
in ffflditiori to broad, scarcely any other vt^gctable food ' 
excepting kail, and that only m very restricted qu^- 
titios. , 

I’Jien their ordinary beverage was fenneuted drink. 
The higher classes consumed wine, partly imported 
from France, and pmtly miyiiifiu:tured at home. Those 
lower'in tocial ix)sition seem to have preferred afe and 
intoxicating drinks prepared from honey, such as mead* 
and metheglin. The quantity used of all these drinks 
appears to have lK>en \ efty greiit. 

The mixle of living now practised strikingly con- 
trasts with the above. Farming — much as it has to 
learn, and it has very much— (;an now sustain and fatten 
animals even more readily in Munter than in summer ; 
and salted meat, excepting in the form of ham and 
bacon, docs not constitute an important article of food. 
Very much less ]>utcher-mea,t, however, is consumed 
than fonnerly. For the last seventy years potatoes 
have been extensively cultivated, and form one of the 
standard dislics of tlie masses. Tea and coffee, irnrti- 
cularly the former, have to t\ great extent taken the 
place of fennented drinks, and* as beverages of Jhc 
moitiing meal, have quite superseded them. A man, 
to say iiotliing of a woman, who would sit down to a 
I breakfast of .corned-beef, oaten cakes, and strong ale, 

I would now be considered a lunatic. The consumiition 
of tea in . this country is really enonnous. It is probable 
that 500,000,000 of gallons of its infusion are annually 
drunk j a quantity whicli would fill 0,000,000 ale 
hogsheads. 

So great *0 change in the daily mode of li^ -would 
naturally be (?xi>ected to iiroduce a change in Uie con- 
dition of socict}'. And whether owing to these causes 
or not, a change certainly has taken place. In the first 
place, human life is very much extended ; as is shown 
by the tables draw'ii u^) soinething less than a century 
ago for the Qplculations of the insurance companies of 
the average number of ddkths for eaxAi year of life, 
and w'liich were doubtless correct at the time. More- 
over, many ^senses which, besides shortening life, pro- 
duce much sickness and incapacity for active exertion, , 
are iiqw banished. Ague,^for cftample, and other *in- 
termittents that were the constant pests of dur pre^eni- 
tors, may be pronounced to be virtual^ extinct. This, 
howG]^er, is not owing to a change iu the national iripde 
I etf living, but to the exteuded drainage of the couutry. 

I iflit the alteration in thesdiet, and the introduction o#i 
l ^tatoes, have abolished one dreadftd, very dreadlbl 
aisease; and Uie substitution of tea for strong ale, 
especially I at breakfast, has completely chaugCHl, and 
changed for the better, the type of the greater number 
of diseases to which inortaUty is 

There is a disease commonly kno^ by the name of 
sia^scurvy, not that It is peculiar tio or has any nwes- 
sary cfinnection^ith the sea, Mt because, it has|in 
modern times %een mpst carefeihy observed •ou^l^ 
ship. 1* w'as formerly the scourge of moftlienf Eu- 



5 , r- ^ i— — ^ « 

I rm almost ereiy winter, and* besides caaidng great j Cbapdle, scurvy ea^ wfire^moro destnfttir^ and 
7 mmwdity. gate oHMa to mud sufftrisg and JBca~ f occasioned more deaths, than tlif warhke operamns of j 
f pacity ifer fee ^fcire employments of life. So great J both t^cb and Spaniards. Eteii so late as 1^9oj the h 
itere rav^s in et>e^ark! thaf about ^two cen- Channel deet, under the command of Lord Howe, was j 
tuiiei the jyledical fkculty of Copenhagen published so ravaged by it, that very serjaua apprehensions were 
a VcobeiiJum* for the benerft of the poor in that enWHained efthejfieffldency, if not of the very existence 
an account of its causes, prevention, of the whoje fleet.* The cause was the failure of the 
In Scotland it was i)revalent undeF the name g^oners* crops at Portsmouth through the severity 
iit hlaxk legs. It is described by all the medical writeM of tie winter. ^ 

g ^ he times, and all agree in stating tli^t it pwvailea dijie fe^sirfamiliA example of the ravages of sea- 
Sv^he latter part of winter and sprtng, and that scurvy is that of the crews of the squadron of Lord 


unifontiiy disafteareft in summer and autumn. 


sinson, sent to capture the Manilla galleon.^ He buried 


But though scurvy was endemic atjthese seasons in four-fiQ;lis of his men, and on arriving at the island 
Euroiie, it was where people suffered great privations, of Juan Fernandez, out of two hundred survivors 
and were crowded much tflgethcr, that its symptoms of his flag -ship, only eight were capable of duip. 
were most dislSnctly witnessed and described. It is in ^metimes, indeed, a whole crew has perished from 
armies, in cities during sieges, and in ^ong voyages, scurvy,* as in the case of the Spanish ship Oriflamma, 
‘that the malady has attracted greatest attention. ‘W'hich was thus left to bo driven about at random, until 
During the siege of Breda by the Spaniards in 1625, she was at length discovered with the dead bodies on 
the inhabitants and the garrison were severely affected board. N(f wonder that thd disease, though common 
scurvy, and in the middle of Marclv (the end of to land and w^ater, received the name of the Sea- 
win^ter), aia inquiry being instituted, 1608 ])crsons were Scurvy. 

fbiind to be suffering from it, and the number increased It was frcquentJly observed that fresh vegetables pre- 
daily until surrender of the town towards the end ventoj| and cutedl the sea-scurvy. Still, so strong in 
of J^e. In 1720, in the wars between the Austrians many is the dlsllfe to imioratioii, that it was not 
,tod the Tm*ks, when tlio army wintered in ‘Hungary, until CaptJiin Cook sailed round the world with a loss 
many thousands of the soldiers perished of scurvy ; of only one man, tliat the Admiralty ordered each man 
iior did the disease, although e v’ery kind of treatment in our 011 %^ to receive a daily allow'ance of some veget- 
was tried, abate until summiJr. In the British troops ablo acid. The consequence was immediate : the 
Stationed about a century ago at Quetn^c, which had (Umumtioii of sickness and death was in the proportion 
been taken the year before from the French, scurvy of four to one, and scurvy was by the (ihange cora- 
extenaively prevailed. Tlie force amounted to 6000 pletely banished from our fleets. 

men, and so much did they suffer from w^ant of veget- In the navy the vegetable Jicid fixed uiwn is lemon* 
ables and fresh food, that before the end of April 1000 juice. It is selected on account of the convenience with 
were dead of scurvy, and 2000 men so shattered in which it maybe stowed away; and the discipline of tlie 
constitution, as to render it necessary tliat they should service is such, that no difflculty is felt in eulbreing 
be Invalided. Even in late years, when our troops were its dail^ use. It would bo impossible to manage this 
not supplied with a due amount of fresh vegetable food, flpon land ; and fortunately wo liavo a substitute 1 
scurvy has broken out, as it used to do every year witlf in the potaV>, which is tlie only fresh vegetable that 
our whole population.^ In 1836 it prevailed to a great can be eaten without satiety every day ; and as long 


extent amfiing the troops at the Cape of Good If(»])e. 
It first appeared in July, and continued till December, 


as it is so consumed, the •community may depend upon 
being safe from that scourge of our ancestors — ^land- 


n period corresponding with sT' ing in our latitude- scurvy-. • 

The nien had no harassing duty to p<?rform, but were Wo cverj^ now nud then, however, get a warning 
not supplied with vegetables. The records of conti- that we cannot negletJt this invaluable root with impu- 
nental armies present innumerable instances of the nity. Cases of ygUTYy from ^le to time appear in our 
appearance of scurry auion^ the men wlien the supply lunatic asylum.inufl our jaib, and it is in such cases 


of fresh vegetable food was diminislied. 


invarifildy fcRiml tliat the rations of potatiws have been 


The same consequences of a deprivation of fresh and wanting. Dr Baly, the physician to the Millliank 
y^;'etaWe^f(X>d have occurred not unfreqdently in our Penitentiary, observes upon this subject: — ‘Whenever 
vjails. One of the most remarkable, because one of the tins disease (sCurvy) has prevailed, there the diet of 
most thoroughly -investigated of such instances, occuiTcd the prisoners, though often abundant in other resiMK-ds, 
in Ttho spring of 1823 in the Millbank Penitentiary, has contained no jjotatoes, §r only a very small quantity. 
Here scurvy^ broke out because the prisoners had not In several prisons the occurrence of scurvy lias wholly 
their usual dlowance of fresh succulent vegetable food, ceased on the addition of a few pounds of ixitatoes 
in 1836, 1837, J838, matiy^ciises of scurvy occurred in being made to the weekly dietary, lliere are many 
our jails, aU of wliich could be cicely traced to the prisons in which the die% from its* unvaried character, 
long continuance of a ^et in which fresh vegetable food and tte absence of aiiiniul food, as well as greeii veget- 
Ihrm a part. . * ^ * ables, is apparently most inadequate to the mnin- 

* The earliest account of the existence of scurvy at tenance of health, and where, nevertheless, from its 
sea is to be found in the iiarrative of Vasco de'Gama, containing abuifdanco of potatoes, scurvy is not pro- 
the discoverer cf the passage to India by the Cape, duced.’ It will be in tlie recollection of our readers. 


’ He had a hundiw and sixty men, of whom a hundred th<)t during*the construction of aiie Hawick Kailwray, 
4led of scurvy. Bi the subsequent voyages 6f tlgi tlie navies, owing •tq the high price of potato^^s, re- 
pearly navigate still more, disastrous resj^l(jji were sumed the >barbaroua dietary t)f a previ&as’ age, and 
produced by this cause. Sir John Hawkins (rean. < ^subsisted upon flesh land bread. As a natural conse- 


produced by this cause. Sir John Hawkins (rean. < ^subsisted upon flesh and bread. As a natural conse- 
s4ixiiral of tlie English fleet sent against the Armadff) quence, an ej^ldemic of scurvy broke out among them, 
affirmed tha^ during the twenty years he had served We have dwelt so long upon potatoes, that we liave 
# cpqld r^kpn sailort who had very little space left ^or tea, the other article in our 

Qm mm this disease. Admiral Hosier, who com- dietary whidi helped .to comiiletely change the 
maiided seven sh^w on the Jamaica station in 1726, physical condition of ourselves os compared with that 
ificttiiil|y lost two , successive qrews in each slap of our forefatla^.' Passing by some very important 
i eventually died of a brokeci heart effects the public h^th usually allowed to be 

the desolation that surrounded him. . . ’ - ... -• ■ 

*lt stm WofUm QcsanUi m rnmanm maim of and 


yiw which terminated at the peace of Aix-la- other ooimtries. 
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produced# by tea, we wiR only cite one that is not rand at th^ same time sh peculiar, that it is impossible 
// generally known. 4 /to find a tert$ wMe enough and yet sufficiently distirtc- 

// Jt 1)08 long been inmilmr to physicians, that the j under which to doss them. They are ^ the adrer- 
tjye of diseases has cotifpletely changed. When we / tisewentiw in the Ttmes^ eaaond^ column/^ They are . 
/ read medical authors of one or two centuries a^, / generally short, three or four lines being the average 
^ we can understand thi diseases which they^dq^fribe length; they seldom eMend beyond sil or eight, and 
and their s3rmptoms ; but we rarely br never see such sometimes consist of only a single line, or even a single ^ 
now-a-days. We read of violent and sudde A inflami6a- word. Though they do not admit of close definition, 
tions, pleurisies, pneumonias, and the like, extrepiely it may bo lipid that they fall into two classes — ^first, 
ardent, im^^er much suffering, mpidly dtfcth. |tho8e that are intended to lead tef the recovery of per- 

Sometimesrhey yielded indeed to immolate •and 3l>ns or thinj^s «lost, stolen, strayed, or fied, or '^Ah 
profuse bk>odletting, which in its turn prMifted ^ discovery of the owners of property fisund t>y honest 
cachectic state 01 the system, from which the patient persons, or persons who are willing to be honest — ^for a 
was long in recovering, or perhaps never did tecover. con-sid-er-a-tid^ ; second, those that arc intended as 

« ien wo read of fevers, witli furious and ungovern- mc^rc media of communicaticsL with persons unknown, pr 
!e delirium, passing on rapidly to a fatal termina- desirous of remaining anonymous, op who, though 

wo nOirOT* M. VO'Polv wi^lioaa aiiyi'K Irn.'v.n-n -Tow n-n.r 4-n, nnnrtnnl wl.AWA. 1 


tion. Now, we never or rarely witness such things, known, choo?^ for any reason to conceal their where- 
Like OUT dispositions, our diseases have become milder^ or hide their correspondence in mystery, 

and the absence of these fierce maladies and of the' , J^or a nionth or two past we have occasionally 
Sangrado practice (a physician in modemte pracUce amlsed ourselves by cutting out from tiirsc; to time one 
does not bleed perhaps now more than once in a or two of th(*se (lueer little bits of print from our cdirjr 
twelvemonth), must in a great measure be ascribed to of tho Times; and anybody who cares to, be at 'afe 
the substitution of tea for ale to breakfast. Hakluyt, same trouble, might at any time, wo believe, in less 
when lie brouglit over his first potatoes, and tho East than six months, amass quite as complete and varied a 
India Company, when they bought two pounds two collection. 

ounces of tea, * as a present for his majesty,’ little Those fidvertiseraents wRich we have rcckoned'%iiider 
tliought what a boon they were conferring upon our first class embrace a very wide range of objects? 
socitity ! At one time the announcement aims at the recovery of 

^ a father of a family, at^jinother of an umbrella with a 

, ^ bla(‘k liaudlc ! to-day of an erring son, to-morrow of 

CL lllOSITIES OF ADVERTISING LITER \TURE. ^ stray terrier. Dogs are a very frequent subject of 
Tme ‘ coufitant reader’ of the newspaper always reads, advertisement — lost and found; such as Newfound- 
or at least glances at the advertisements. Those who lands, Skye terriers, printers, retrievers, and ‘ curs of 
merely take up the broad sheet to glean the passing ^^w degree.* And so are husbands and wives, but more 
news of the day, might think time so employed wasted the former. If the two sexes are equally 

1 j 1 ■ 1 liable to go amissing, it is remarkatue that the bus- 

or jll-bestowed; hut the experienced and leisurely bauds so advertise theiv loss. Jewellery, too, is 
newspaper reiulcr knows tetter. He has discovcnHl often sought for-braeelets, rings, watches, brooches, 
that the department mentioned contains bits of news, , lockets — and rewards of various degrees offered for its 
and information, and amusemejit, very •varied, often ^ecover5^ Among iniscellaneous articles lost we note — 


CUIUOSITIES OF ADVERTISING LITER ATURE. | 


bands so rarely advertise thelv loss. Jewellery, too, is 
newspaper reiulcr knows tetter. He has discovcnHl often sought for-bracelets, rings, watches, brooches, 
that the department mentioned contains bits of news, ^lockets — and rewards of various degrees offered for its 
and information, and amusemejit, very •varied, often ^ecover5^ Among iniscellaneous articles lost we note — 
very curious lUid useful, and such as arc to be obtiuned a letter with money enclosed,* bank- no+^s, bills^ of 
tlirough almost no other clmnnel. He has leaimed oxcbaiigc, a paper parcel, a parcel-book, a pocket-book, 
gradually to find in it something rporc : something to ^ Cliiiiesc parrot, a bunch ot keys, an umbrella, a cane, 
... .. .. n. Indv’s hnrt .iS-f’ Of tho. notifif’.ationfl ot obviouslv 


Open his mind, to excite Jiis imagination,* to soften liis 
heart. In the case of a metropolitan print, it appears 
to him to bo an epitome of London, just as London 
is an cpitomo of the world; and his ^oul expands 


a lady’s boa,»&c. &c. Of the notifications of obviously 
serious and interest we scarcely feel authorised 

to say much. They refer to private affairs, and nothing 
but the voluntary publicity given to them would jus- 
tify our reprinting the following specimens here. In 


uu upituiiiw Ui me worm ; miu iiis eApitiius tity OUT reprinting the lollowmg specimens nere. in 
iis he sees within its grasp, in one sivecp, a.s it were, sucli cases all styles of appeal are to be met with, from 
of his mental 'vision, the joys, the sorrows, the recrea- the simideat request to the most paiufully-urgent sup- 
tioiLS, the sufferings, tlie longings, and attainments of plication. Thus some arc in plaui, business*l%e style; 
society — in short, the whole social microcosm. And 


from long practice, experienced eye, ranging from 
column to column, ^ pick out all that is pecu- 
liar and interesting in, these paragraplis as readily as a 


‘ Williaiu Henry D. is requested to write to hia friends 
at No. 8 iramedialely.’ 

‘Bl^^^ks. — Write at once to the undersigned, out of 


deer-stalker can detect a royal hart upon a cUstant regard to yourself tod your family. If you do this, all 
hill-side, or an aldSrmnn .tb^ tid-hits of turtle in the *^1 all Parties are Believe me, 

wide tureen. An acquaintance with tlio order id which , ““ • ‘ ‘ _ . , ., 

advertisements are usually arranged, according to their having left ^ honie on caturday, the 27 th 

classes, accounts for this Ihcility, wladi to tho unim- ^ that has pJssed will be forgbtten.’ 

tiated would look like an instinct. On the peculiar * 

..i... «... ^,ioh we W Some BIO a shade warmer, as foUm^s 


tiated would look like an instmet. On the peculiar 
class of tulvertisemciits, for instmice, of 'v^ich we ’|ave 
thought soqie specimens might plove amusing to our 
readers, tltfc conneysseur can pou|ice at once. They are 
to lie found almost exclusively in ono^per; hut it 
that one paper unfailingly, •and altumys in the same 
position in its columns. * 


j, * lir n S th, who left his employers* on the 7 th 

ifest., is affectionately requested to return to his friendi}^ 
land all mil be forgiven.’ * 

* • To the party who left home in the afternoon to visit 
the eldest sister. — You are most earnestly intreated to 
return home. The step taken was whoRy unnecessary. 


posiimn in iis columns. return home. The step taken was whoRy unnecessary. 

Most newspaper readers have obselved for thdm- onco communicate. Moat of your family do 

selves, or have heard alluaioua t0| tlie second column not yet know of your absence.’ 

of tho Times* At the top, gonetilljfc of the second, # friends of two ladies, who left their homes 

though sometimes of tho third, or even the fourth togethfr, are ea\giestly requested to communicate confi- 
column of tho first page of that wonderful journal, dentially, by l%tter or^therwis^.* » 

appear day by day onhoimcements so mlBcellaneoua, Another absentee — * Is earnestly requested* to gef to his 


^ CHAMBMS^a JSMNBmGB 40UM^ * 

// brotli^r TJiomas mthqut any deUyi his presence Is abso-^/ tinges, howeyvr, y^iuig men l^Avo the comfortc ofhoniOj 
lately requUite Mt the security of Lis fronds, who are and give up to torturing anxiety tlieir relatives and 
arranging hig He mav inijdicitiy 'depend upon fVieuds, merely to gratify a love of wandering and 

. P^fect ireeqoip of acti^^ ,, adventure, the remains, doiiMess, of that savage in- 

Another is informed^ as one of the evil consequences of stinct >vhicli distinguishes tlic man of what is cdled 
his pQiliiOn, thtt his wife is in (the greatest distress, and iiat^e fToni the man of artifit:ial s(K;iety. A ease of 
iO Afl^tionately intreated to write to her immedijitely, this s?)rt of sdf-ofile occurred within our own personal 
A wanderer is. invited to return, or write tojtiis discon- c%)erience,‘ whicli could not be ae<!Ounted for in any 
solate parents, or any of his friends — not bemuse of their otmw ^vay. The young man, after sevend months of 
discohsoiateness, but because ‘ they »can greatly promot^ was-aerkig, (Cpmmuiticated with his fainily-vt ffiid ulti- 
“ Jfeifi^future prospects/ < ^ # matrily returned to them and to his studies, and now 


licre the domestic tragedy deepens — ^ 

* Caroline. — She is dangerously ill ; her life is despaired 
of : come at once/ * 


. come at once, business-like character. Thus a reward of L.25V 

‘H; P. C. is earnestly requested to see the party who is ottered for information such as would lead to the con 


broken-hearted by hia unaccountable condftet. The secret 
'is safe. Write, or they cannot live.* 


* Alfred — Your father is no more. For your own sake, accident requests witnesses to send their addressees lo 
fo%tho sake of your M , to whom your absence is her solicitor, evidently to assist her claim for damages ; 


rwiis you implored to write. Will not even and for some similar purpose, we conceive, is thelbl- 
attend yoiil’ father's funeral! * lowing: 

To another viiduti/ul aoii it is 6oia—‘ Return at once, ‘Wreck of the SKoeri, from St Malo to Jersey 
^ and saye your distracted mo^er from death, or, what >s Shoutd any of the thirviving passengers have arrived in 
wors^c madness. Comraunicatt with your father Arrange- j,ondon, and will communicate immediately with Mr 

enents can be made for you to he with him. May not.* j ^ Cheapside, he will feci greatly 

And to another, ‘ who visited his father’s house between obliged.* 

] and 2 o’clock this inoming, that if he does not return ... .. - „ v ■, ^ 

before Wednesday next, not oAly will the life of his oldest .^ran^ntnim ions from solici ors inform ,xTsons minu d 
relative be endangered!, and liis own be thereby ron- ''“t ‘ they will hoar of ^mctlnng to their mtvnntagiy 


derea miserable, but his future prospects may be Utterly M^srs bo and to. Acknowlodgmionls 

. I I j •'of (loiintions to clmritics are also mndc through this 

. The withdrawal and continued silence of a husband ''’‘I ‘‘T' . u'dT’ • 

make l,in. too late, apparently, for anytbing but devote.1 ^ ‘o a miynonary society ; and many 

love. ‘ Your wife and family implore you to give them references to tbc receipt ot ‘conscience money lr.,m 
some address. Although you (from the great anxiety 1 who had forgotten to pay tlicir taxes : it is the 

have been in) have seeS little outward show, you cannot P'«neeltor of the Exchequer who is usually favoured 
know the deep anxiety of ray almost broken heart. Oh V these virtuop delinquents, ^ot unconiraoii either 
that We could have communicated with you! The kind-* “r*^ **®‘^*r sliayi mtimations ns this : 

nc88 of public and private friends, could they have drawn ‘If does not fttch his things awav, left at my 

yo^kback, #imUl have reinsLited you. I intreat of jou house in May 184.% witliin seven days from the date 
to empower me to communicate with you.’ hereof, they will bo sold to defray oxpnnges.* ' 

^ Here U another gentle and lovini^ appeal from a friend it is ^ot vory clt*ar in this lindatod advoriisomont 
Dear ^phy The loving hearts and true friends you whethcT the things were to bo fotehod away in seven 


have U'ft ordy await your iminetHate return to prove to ^Jays, or wore left^evon davs iK'furo; but tlio consenenoo 
you aeir sincerity by the heartfelt reception they will n,,, eardeas r;S«ier would no .louht he able to inter- 


pfTor j^'ou. Delay but a little, and you yourflelf know 
how bitterly you swill and must repent it. Your friend ^ ri/ 

. . tion.s 

Arid Sece is one, no doubt from an alarmed sister — clasSi 
‘ Maria ‘II., pray come to me. I have been all day They 
searching for. you all over London, and have sent money gjx>rt 
home. Sorrow enough.* ^ , Y 


Tlu' more? reniarkahle and mysterious eoninmniea- 
tions, wdiich have Jirhitrarily ranked in our second 
class, w'o must be content to deal with very cursorily. 
They are exceedingly miscelluacous. Hen; is a semi- 
siK>rtmg one : - - 

* Voltigeur.— Beware of tffe I^epiy. — S. is requested to 


Tliese two last are, as it strikes us, peculiarly touching call on his brother as soon ^ possible, in order that 
and suggestive. Their two or three lines contain a arrangements may be mode for hfs return to his employer 
story full of miliary and pathos. • without delay.* 

In addition to the al^^e, there are not hnfreqiient ,, ' , 

advertisements of individuals missing, with careful Maqy are minesting commuiucations of one kind 
deiKiriptians of their persons, dress, mannei^s, &e. niest^ other : 

/joro «om^imes insert^ with tiie view of bringing the ‘If Mr N. will communicate with Leonard, he will 
iniUvMuals to justice for uti^demoanours or crimes, hut oblige.* • 

more frequently * they emanate from the friimds of ‘Pimlico is requester] to give the fullest particulars 
persons who have left their homos, it may l>e fVom addlesscd as Wore ; also where a Idtter can be directed.’ . 


Some bf these casts no doubt are bad enough, butfl duties of life like any commonpV*.(;e mortal, 

ore the domestic tra-jedy deepens— an escapade, howxwer, is dangerous, and we fear 


is not (Jfteii attended by so pleasant a dt*nouenient. 

A gooil many of these advertisements are of a purely 
business-like character. Thus a reward of L.2oW 


yictioa of the thieves of some silk gt)od8 from a shop in 
Cheapside; the widow of a man killed by a railway 


more frequently * they emanate from the friimds of ‘Pimlico is requestt<] to give the fullest particulars 
persons who have left their homos, it may l>e^fVom addlesscd as Wore ; also where a l^ter can be directed.’ . 

to’ tol rt ’rr‘ 'iJ? ‘ Importont.-If thli rtould meet the eye.f,f.the gen- 
^ dMtr^ for tbejr (^n Un^t, no lies tlu^ tleman who dined at Kchardsoii'a Hotel, Covent Oniden, 

Wttetion or conep^ntion trf those they have November 11, he is particuliily requested to 

‘Is!fthtshoae,ayotith, &5.jBaOTmmonbeginnmgof jomrounicaUvtosuchM 

tliesb advertisements, and It IS surpnwng how many * • xex .1 . . 1 , . 

there MiB of tW Boy» or Indnced by a juvenile , “ tWUMte^ to send her marriage certificate 

hMigi^iig after a. asA^iiainft life by the first pos« ^ • 

eld friend w^e presume, a * E, is reouested. to write to A-, at his residence, in- 

'consi4^S||^:jpj^ dn an advortisemeiA stantly* under jaitials, before his departure, which is 

the ‘ disconsolate parents^ offer, daily expected.— (Sign^) Huit Astres, non pas L’Astre, 
sc^-will let^thern know ^ere h# is, ‘ to make aro^ermons in stones.* 

fbr him to go to sea, if he wishcad Some- * A. F., the* genttemaa who sent, about a month ago, 


si^/will let them know ii#is, ‘ to make 

^ fbr him to go to sea, if he wishcad Some- 


qHAMBBRS\S BDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


{tom the country a sealed baown paper parcel to a solicitor, 
with strict injunctions to keep it safe and intact, he is 
earnestly intreuted t9 Instantly commonicate with his 
relatives, or with the stdicitor referred to, as circum- 
stances of the most urgent nature require the immediate 
presence of A. F., whos« explanations will be ft.T(njfably 
received by all parties.’ ,1 ’ ' 

To, tliese requests we append a few ftcknowldJlg- 
inonts ; — I 

* FiBh*th 5 ^j^A. B. thanks Q. for hfs very {>dlijB*not^.’ i 

‘ U. — A thousand thanks for your kind coiUidaratigp ' 
of n»y wanfS. ine earnestly in treat you to give me 
some address, Mj^ere 1 may write you a line.* • 

* To a Well-wisher. — T. wishes only the restoration 

uf the lo^t, and has no further intentions. Will a Well- 
wisher send T. F. his name, address, and appoint a pldbe 
to meet him in London on Tuesday I ’ ^ 

‘A. B. C. — The communication of the 13th inst. liol 
been received by N., who will be greatly obliij^cd by sdine 
further information, and promises A. B. C. the strictest 
secrecy.* 

* B. B. agrees to the plan, and is satisfied, as it is the 
wish of the party.’ 

‘ li.’s letter has been received and destroyed, Und he 
shall not again bo troubled.* 

‘ lieceived, ii. Cor. (J, 17, 10, with sincere thanks. 
A. H. ia desirous to know the right application of the 
above text.’ , 

This last is u somew hat poculiar one, for in the text 
tlicrois a ^varning against touching ‘the xinclean thing,’ 
wliich the recipient w'ould of eonrso understand to Iw 
inoney. Many of tlic Ibllow'ing receipts refer, likewise 
mysteriously enough, to sums of money : — 

* UeBtitution,— L .20 received by post.* 

* Shareholder — received. Anonymous and coioilttional 
f.ubacriptions declined ; L.5, less the expense of thi| 
advertisement, is held at the disposal of a share- 
liolder.” * 

‘ K. (i. — lleceived L.GO.’ * 

* Xn. 02,207 again received.* But 3 'ou have raised a 
sri iil>le.' 

• 

'J'lio figuros here we presume to l)e ihe nimilH^r of a 
bank-note*. The atUlitional remark is mysteriously 
signillcant. Here is an appointmont made — 

‘ A. B. C., .02 Piccadilly, this evening.’ ^ 

A f;w' strango zoological paragriqdis give an agree- 
able variety' — 

* A. W. — The Wolf is not dead, but has been danger- 
ously ill. Letters are intercepted. I trust no one. Break 
not your pledge. Coinmuiiici^e iKTSonally.’ 

‘ A. W. — The Dog “ ” isdesuL The experiment 

has fully succetded. The wear” mourns. “Tidusvale 
aniiciiE.” ’ 

‘ The One - Wingcdi Dove inifst die unless the Crane 
returns to be a shield against her enemies.* • 

* Somerset. — ^S. B. The mate of the Dove must take 

witig from England fur ever, unless a material change 
takes place.’ . • 

At times w’^e have a little Grwk^or Latin^or Freudi. 
Wo give a .Hpecimen ofVach, such as^t is — ^ 

* A — A note wHh the i^hove address 
has been left. Direc^ous for forwarding it afe requested.* 

* Non veni, non vidi; with many thanks.^ 

* MU honor nc manque que toi seul. Welcome in 
poverty. - Ecria. Viens. Je meur^ — Jennie.* 

Man^yarc Aore rcmarkakle forbreyty tiiaii anything 
else. Our of three sluirt ones is evidently from u 
friend of Oliver Twist's, for, like him, he simply asks 
ior , « 

* More.— W. r.» 

CE. F. — AVrite. Why did you wait 1 ^ 


^ There is a letter €or H. B., as before/ 

It would Ippear that the aristocracy ar« not above 
taking advantage of the faoilities of the !l^mcs* second 
column — • * 

‘ Egypt. — If the Hon? H. A. M- — ^y will forward bU 

addresGbto Lord M , he will hear of something to his 

advantage.* 

Its charfjcfer foy peculiarity ^nd mystery is also 
fsoinctimos dexterously pressed into the service.^ .of 
t^dinary advertising. Thus thj following curt rtii- 
nounceinent — 

‘ A Bit of in}*Mind. — A. M., March 2.^’ 

appeared in several succe!ll>ive numbers of tlie Twies^ 
and wlieii the phrase had tliereby become familiar to 
many thoiisaad eyes, it next met them as the title of a 
a|iK!vieB of papers in Punth, ‘ A. M.’ being the initials of 
Tdiss Amelia Mouser. 

The most impenetrably and provokingly m}^sterir 4 us 
are those p^ntwl in cipher. They defy even speev^- 
tion. Tlint which heads o)]r examples kH)ks like an 
insane attempt to put into words the w’ar-slirieks of a 
Red Indian — * 

V 

* Suhw|i b zlmo — Qrw ^hw — Brx, pdb vdillbb — 
Ydxjkwrq Whuiuifh, Edovdoo Khdwk.* ^ 

‘ No. 3.~~S. Impi. F. npi. C. qgnl. F. pil. ogpk. S. ongq. 
of. C. hgo. Inho, B. hkq. sgki in F. hnio. C nhgq. B. qkln. 
F. pil. C. qikl. in. D. qkl. C. qmgb Autiteiis F. kimii. are. 
now qphi to B. qnp. C. Ij)!. pmig. hlpm F. pil. S. nlgk. E. 
lipg. F. ihinn. — J. de AA’.* 


* No. b. — Slmpi at Cqgnl and Fpink. Fmqho olhi Ohgo, 
Fpgnm Koinin 22d Fmnhq, oing Epqig, and Fnpkl by 
hhihkp, Foghm npniq ogpi. Chgik and Cnhgq Fnpqin, 
Cqknp in Fhnio. Cponil Snigl Enpqh Sonqh. Fkqpo hipk 
iiiqho olhi, Enqkh. Clgi S. to Fmlgi Cqkiii. — J. de A\^.* 

‘ T. Tl4553d4U34f)lill936dt7p70t76.3wy7»kt750tp7718 
l7u8.Qhl<)27ri37f 1 H469t4hl v3ta43d0t7uw31 1 p« lyf 70839 1 
78147691818,39-31.* • * 

‘ .<1 3 1 3nfl p 7!) It 74897 03 d 4832 I 3 dl 7 y 74 7 1 h 389 
17 5iit p77 1 317 8 32111 f 787 hh 31 v 3683917 312 h 71 
h 38p 81 y 131 SS U 318 f 875 y 7 ii.’ 

But there is no natural ending to this sort of work, 
and we must leave off in the middle, giving first a little 
rainloni lot, some of w hich .are so ver^^ peculiar, as to 
bafiie w bile tliey challenge curiosity' : — * 

‘ All Baba» and the Forty Thieves.— M. P., wiio tra- 
velled in the express up-traiii on Tuesday, the 2.5th of 
June, takes this medium to apologise for anything he 
said likely to have given offence to * * *, and hopes this 
advertiseiucnt will be seen by the party.* 

* Lost. — The person who took in mistake a dark Penang 
Cane not belonging 40 himfelf, from t^e Polytechnic 
Institution, on AVednesday evening last, is requested to 
return it to the check-taker there.* 

** A lady dcstres to express her thanks to a gentleman 
for his kindness to her in Ke^nt’ 8 li*ark on Friday mofn- 
ing. May 31st, which long ilmess and absence* have pre- 
vented her acknowledging before.* * 

‘ AV.*M. — Yes.— It shall be brought forw'ard this even-^ 
in^ Read the first paragraph (with note), page 84, and , 
law, No.*3^page 8 b, of the 3ook of Constitutious.* * 

* Anonymous. — “ Confidentinl.’*—Thtf " Good Fellow** 
would really be obliged if the “ Friend’* would help him 
out of the Scrape by a little .further advice as to the 
** party.** Direct the letter, with the Christiku name in 
full, to No. tl* 

^•To A. B . — ^1 intend Ho oppose, but others should join 
me. I shall be gj^d to receive another letter without 
delay, and I w'illHjonsidei it confidential.’ ■ J m 

‘ If C. Ilfwill immedij^ly return the book, agreeable 
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to promise^ A. D. will tMnk iu)tiiiBg further of the 
matter.^ ^ < 

< The nuiither of obliteraled ^postage itam{)a, requii^ed 
by the ypi^ lady abodt to enter a consent being already 
colleeM^ it ie |>articularly requited that no further con- 
tnbutiphi may be pent.’ 

After all this darkness and mystification, opr readers 
wUl be glad to get hold of a substantial an^ intelligible 
fact; and for ourself es we are ddighted to have at| 
lell^h somctliing to rest upon as wq conclude. 
give, therefore, 'v^th*- no small pleasure as our last* 
specimen of the curiosities of ^vertising literature, 
the following 6imi)le and manly — no intended — 

announcement : — < 

* Mathew Mahn has left his situation.’ 


WANTED — A PROSECUTOR. 

PUBLIC feeling has lately been scandalised by accounts 
outlie cruel treatment of a servant -i;jirl by her 
master, a ^rson moving in tlie rank of a barrister in 
London. Oii|* sole reason lor referring to this liiraent- 
able case is to direct attention to the perplexity of tlic 
exoi^ning magistrate — a iKrpJ|xity which continued 
•for several days — on making tno discover/ that no- 
body appeared as prosecutor. A crime of no ordinary 
nature seemed to have been committed, yet no one 
presented Wmsclf as vindicator of the law. Not imtil 
a public excitement liad been created, did a person 
connected with the poor-law take the field as prose- 
cutor. And, after all, except from motives of humanity, 
it is difficult to see why ttiis official should have come 
specially forward on the occasion. 

Still more recently, tliere has l>ei.*n a case in the 
bankruptcy court, wliidi gives equal cause of astonish- 
ment. It appeared, on an investigation into the afiairs 
of. a bfinknipt trader, that in his capacity of actuary of 
a National Security Savings’ Bank, he had embezzled 
large sums of money lodged by depositors. Tlie judge | 
Comffiissionor Holroyd), in dealing w’ith thc^civil | 
case, had no power to punish or even to challenge the i 
robbery. That department of ihe affair fell to be pro- 
secuted criminally, but there "was no one to prosecute. 
In delivering his opinion, the judge declared tlmt * this 
was one of those numerous cases which now almost 
daily occui’, exhibiting the want of a public prosecutor.’ 
And so a heinwus offence has l>ecn committed — hun- 
dreds of i)oor people have been cheated of their money 
— but, •singularly enougli, it is nolxsly’^ business to 
undeiiHkc the duty of prosecution ! 

Happy land, w^hen? the misfortune of being plundered 
of our property brings an additional lose of time, 
anxiety, and money in seeking for justice I With the 
obligation to prosecute in his own name, and probably 
at his own ch^es, the wonder is, that any one tells the 
story o£ his wrongs; and there cannot be the least 
doubt of the fact, that under the pressure of this obli- 
gation vast numbers of offences are nevea inquired into, 
and tke perpetratoM escape i)uni8hment. Greatly, 
indeed, must wo adniire |hat nice sense of public duty 
which leads a jnan to levcal aggressions on his pro- 
perty, when the revelation is sure to bring neither 
.restitution nor thanks, but a positive repetition^f loss. 

One scarcely knows whe^er most to pity or laugh at 
the stolid indifference with which a great aftd*enligli||-. 
ened people sulpl^ toAn evil which is acknowledgsid' 
to be m ^1 reipM discreditable and grievous. Can 
any %eniO|^t observer exj^aSn why, with « constantly 
iwcuimf prosecutor, no public 

{n<OSe(^ appointed? It is the more strange that, 
M part df the same ij|}and, and in a couniry 

w monarchy and legislature, ^ore has 
ii mtem of public prosecution^*^ times beyond 
Tliere the Lord Adv^ate, with 
ilil all ggsve pffence$ M the public 


interest, at the public ei^ense, before the higlier tribu- 
nals ; while to all inferior jurisdictipns an officer charged 
with simSlar responsibilities, ana styled Procurator- 
Piscal, is, as a matter of coffirse, attached. In short, 
no private party in Scotland is ever called on or 
expAted to. prosecute criminallj^. An offence is with 
us viewed not as •a private or personal, but as a 
piAlic wrong. The individual may have suffered, but 
it isithc W which is outraged; and accordingly the 
( law^ls lAiklicly vindibated. All this is so^itSonable, 
^ and, •as e^^nence has shown, works so jrtnoothly and 
MLtisf&torUy, that we are at a lossd^.undesstond why 
the English, with this examxde at their very doors, 
should not long since have adopted siiffilar expedients. 
We should imagine there is only one rational explana- 
t^n. Let the subject be brought before any individual 
Englishman, and he will at once avow that the appoint- 
vnent of a public prosecutor is desirable. But whether 
from negli^ncG, or a too engrossing attention to 
or&inary pfirsuits, no such opinion is aggregately 
expressed. Tlie entire control of law matters is 
committed to lawyers, and lawyers arc, through the 
influence of education and interest, the natural enemies 
of cdiange, however obviously it may tend to the public 
beneflik. Besides this solution, it is to be remembered 
that the English abound in strange contradictions of 
character. Stern lovers of truth and justice, they 
are also admirers of what is old and national ; and 
henoKs notwithstanding professions to tlie contrary, 
they are slow to admit in u practical way of any 
institutional novelty. Had the pnicdice of public pro- 
secution come in with the Wittenagernot, had it been 
sanctioned by Hengist and Horsa, or cvcmi obtained a 
fixity from WUiiam of Normandy, all good and well. 
The case being otherwise, tho introduction of such an 
arrangement may be considered as almost lieyond lioi>t‘. 
Englan€ has had its religious and politiciU reforma- 
4ion ; its law reform is yet in a great measure a thing 
in the womb of time. Much is heard of tho marvellous 
abilities of lord-chaiyclJors and cbief-justicos ; w^orks 
are eloquently wTitten in tlieir praise ; we read of 
industry the most persevering, uprightness kyond 
tlie reach of challenge, learning the most profound ! 
Par bo it frora^us to dim the glories of these lofty 
per.sonages 1 Nevertheless, the circumstancu that they 
are at the heiu? of sy stems of administration unintelli- 
gible in theit l&nguage and forms, and which possess 
the faculty of half-ruining nearly all who are dragged 
wittiin their influence, cannot but produce a certain 
I lowering tendency in public estimation, scarcely com- 
i patible witli true hero-worsliip. 

j While we write, a case of oppression, under colour 
of law, has attracted so much notice, that one might 
venture to hope it will Hot its due effect. A 

man has been liberate ft%m prison after a confine- 
ment, tlirough mistake, of fourteen years ; the original 
ground for his incarceiajion having been some species 
of contempt of a Chancery ordef ! * Fourteen years 
undef lock and key by a mere misconception ! After 
this, we shall require to speak with some degree of 
morleration of Bastile and kttres de caeftH / 

The Court ofChancery, out of whose proceedings tlie 
foregoing i^jstance o# privation of lilierty originated, is 
unquestionably thtf inert and dncompassable obstacle 
stand} ^in the pathway of refbnn, ^nd UU it is 
^ either extin^shedflOs a nuisanoe^or vaJi'ly reformed 


intelligent America* lawyer, tliat in 4he state of 
New York the atoinistratftm of law has been united 
iriith ©qiiitv, in a simple routine of courts, much 
to the satiafhetion of practitioners as well as of 
suitors# The explanations of this gentleman, valuable 

' ' t ' • — 1.. — I,,.., >. 

* For a notloo of this osss m tlu lysiiir of Zlsoftabei SO, 1800 . 
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as testiritony, afforded jf glimpse of nothing new. 
Law and equity hi^re always been united in the 
practice of the Scotch courts; and if reform is to 
assume tliis character, iris comfortable to know that 
there is no actual neceapity for seeking tnodelii beyond 
the Atlantic. But will English lavj-reformers, lefther 
in this or in the matter of public prdsecutioy, copy from 
Scotland? Already, indeed, after much doubt mid 
debate, they have copied from Scotch practice in*J;wo 
particulSsSLWe refer to the privilege efjbj^a b]j the 
prisoner of amlressing the court by counsel, a^io the 
estabiislimont of wounty courts for the recovery of smalt 
debts by a cheap form of process. Why should tjiey not 
make another importation from the Nortli ? Let them 
be under no apptchension of conferring too great a com- 
pliment on Scotland by so doing, for the system is n#t 
peculiar to her, but exists, in descent from feudal 
times, in most of the other countries of Europe. 

9 ] ■ , * ^ ^ 

Hebrew 1 When I* left the room lost night' at ten 
o’clock there Vere two logs on the fire — quite sufficient 
to last fos the remainder of ahe evening. don't want 
to hinder your having a blazing fire if you feel cold ; but 
you ought to tell mo llbw much wood you put down, 
for now I see the burned ends of three logs ; and how 
could these be three if you had not put on another ? ’ 

‘ Really, Antoine^ you bore m§ to death with your 
|iogs ! I’m sure I never remarked whether wood was 
iJlit on or not. 1 am reading a most interestiug para- 
graph, and you interrupt mo to ask about a morsel of 
wood!’ ^ 

Monsieur was silent ; hub lie whistleil an opera-tune 
between his teeth, wMch he always dicTwhen not well 
pleased. Afttr eating for some minutes, he began — 
J'bis milk is not good ; there is very little cream on it,’ 

I don't think the milkwoman gives jpst measure. 
Tlic pan ought to hold a certain quantity, and then we 
should knoNt. Have they a pan on piii*pose for ,1Te 
milkV’ ’ 

IiId answer. Caroline continued to reafl. 

•Don’t you think I ari^ right ? By having always 
the same* measure, w^ could tell whether we gol th«^ 
I>roj)cr quantity in the pan.’ 

‘ Yes, yes ! we will get a pan — ten pans if you like-^ 
only let me read in peace ! ’ 

‘ I did not say ten ; I said one : it will not cost 
nvacli. I know a place whore I can buy a very nice 
one for twelve sous. Ah! this butter is not good. 
How much do you pay for it, Caroline ? ’ 

‘ I don’t know.’ 

‘ How is that ? ’ 

‘ Jeannette buys it.’ 

‘ But I presume you look at her bills ?’ 

• ‘ Oh, certainly. Now I recollect — the pricjo is thirty 
sous.’ • ^ 

9 H 

‘ t/cannette ! — Jeannette !’ 

The maid appeared, with her mouth full of some- 
thing she was eating. 

‘ What’s the price of this butter, Jeannette ? ’ 

‘ Thirty sous, monsieur.’ 

‘ The pound ? ’ 

‘ Yes, monsieur.’ * 

‘ Much toQ dc.Tr. I ate some the day before^ester- 
day, when I breakfasted with one of my friends^ which 
waa far better than tliis, and cost but twenty-seven 
sous.* 

‘ Then monsieur asked his friend to tell liiui tlie 
price ? ’ 

‘ Of courfe~why not ? ’ • i 

Jeannette was retiring, but her master stopped her. 
‘What were you eating when you came in, Jean- 
nette?’ * * , ^ 

‘ Some of the cold leg of i^uttol, monsieu^.' 

‘ All I was not tliere some of the beef remaining that 
was dressal on Tuesday ? ’ 

It ^Tis finished long ago, monsieur.’ 

The ipajjl retired, and lif r master muttered to him- i ^ 
i fiftlf, * I think some of the beef ought to be there still.’ 

•when the time comes for sweeping the sitting- 
rooms, monsieur contrives to be always in the way of 
the broom, watching lest the servant should leiine any 
dust in the comers. The girl, who does not approve 
of^this supervision, ^anages adroitly to sweejp the 
crumbs, ^c. into her master’s shoes, a^d to fill his eyes 
with fine dust. # ^ ^ # 

When lisonsicur is going to walk Out wltl^ his 
he examines and criticise! every of hor toilet* 

A DOMESTIC MAN. 

[The following sketch ie translated from a French feu illeton, 
and shows amusingly enough uur volatile neighbours’ conception 
of the character of a gentleman who busies himself with the 
mtnutiie of household affairs more than is usually f.hou^t con* 
sistent with masculine dignity. The species is Gallic, but the 
genus nmy bo found tliroughoiit the four quarters of the world, 
und wo doubt not also in Australasia.] 

1 ‘WiFR, my handkerchief I give me my handkerchief! 
It ought to be on the arm-chair, in the middle 'svindovv.* 
The lady invoked came out of her dressing-room, 
and gave the handkerchief to her liusband, who had 
not yet risen. Ero applying it to his face, he paused, 
and began to examine it closely. 

‘This is not ininer my handkerehiefs liave no 
I'olounHl Iwrdcrs : Tis yours, Caroline,’ 

* Very possibly, my dear.* • 

I ‘ Yes, it must be yours ; but then youf Igindkerchicfs 

liave blue borders, and tins is *brown : what is the 
nieaiung of that ? ’ • 

‘ It means, I suppose, that I have also handkerchiefs 
witli hi-owii borders.* * ^ 

‘ Iteall} ? How long have you had tlieni ? ’ 

‘ Since I bought them.’ 

‘ But you never told me you Lad bought them.’ 

‘ Really I did not think it necessary to tA) so. Am I 
never to purchase the smallest article witliout asking 
your iidrmission ? ’ 

‘ No, no, I did not mean that ; but you sec it was 
natural that I should be surprised at finding a hand- 
kerchief with a brown boMef.* 

Monsieur then got up,^and when nearly dre sed, 
looked for his slippprs : he could not find them, and 
rang for the servant.# » 

‘Jeannette, where are my slippers?’ » 

‘ Here, monsieur’ — pointing to the floor at the foot of 
the bed. 

‘ Thort‘ ! And why did you put tfiem there ? Is 
that their usual place, I ask you ?^ t . 

j •* I don’t know, monsieur.' ^ 

* Stupid Under tliat arm-diair noaiNthe chimney 
is their proper portion. Remeiffber that in faBireiJ 
nothing must he out of its plai^ in my bokse.’ 

Breakfast was served. Madame read the newspaper 
while she (l||nk her eoflfec, and «nonriei|r knelt down 
and toasted some brood bUfr>ro the ire. Presently he 
said, ‘ Caroline, did you put a log of wood on the fire 
last niglit after I went to bed ?’ 

‘A log, my dear 1 I don't know ; what you 

saybg?* 

* One would suppose t asked you the question in 

i:, ,,, rrz.::::; 
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‘'Are you |r(^ng to pnt on that gown ? » 

‘Yes, nv^denF/ * 

*It fits 3npu Yeiy badly» 1 see you are tajjpng yout 
lilac honnot/ ‘ • 

fTolerai^ly, Bat I don’t like the flowers, in the 
border. Why have you taken the lace off jwur black 
visete?* » , < 

• ‘Because it was too handsome for th^ visete, whicl^ 

is now growing shabl^y.* * ^ ^ 

* I assure you it looked very well with the lace.* 

To iilease her iRdgctty husband, i>o*r Caroline w'as 
obliged to recomm^ce her^^oilette, and it ended in her 
1>eooming so thed and annoyed, Uiat she refused to go 
‘ out at all that day. ^ 

One morning she told Antoine that she wanted to 
purchase two or thive summer dresses. He did not 
re^ly, but the next day he brought lier three pieces of 
SSbie gaudy manufacture, saying triumi)i;antly as he 
prescntetrthein, ‘Aiu not I a polite, attentive hus- 
band?’ * # 

Caroline feigned to be p^east^, in order not todis- 
^»app(fint him, but the dresses vHre by no meuns (o her 
taste; and they had cost oonsiderably more money 
than she would have given for pretty ones. 

BCgularly before dinner, our busy man of the house 
! made it a rule to go into the kitchen, and take an 
i affectionate survey of the spits, stewpans, pots, and 
saucepans, with their contents. He would then call 
tlie cnok — ‘ What is this, Martha ? ’ 

‘ A fincass^ of chicken, monsieur.’ 

‘ Are there mushrooms in it ? ’ 

‘ Certainly, monsieur.’ 

‘ Very odd, I can’t see them I Ah, yes, there they 
are ! Have we vegetable soup to-day , 

‘ Yes, monsieur ; here it is.’ 

I see. • But you ^ut too many carrots : how many 
are tlwre now in this soup ? ’ 

‘Ma foil monsieur, how can T rememlKT? Do you 
think I reckon the carrots I put in ? ’ 

‘You ought to do so. I’ll venture to say there are 
at least six in that pot;’ and monsieur 8t<x)ps gravelj' 

1 over the steaming soup, aud tries, with very iiidifierent 
success, to cognt the vegetables ; wiiile the angry 
Mariha feels greatly inclined to pin a dishcloth to her 
mastep’s coat. • 

' Busing dinner monsieur’s peevish prying comments 
are so numerous as to defy re])etitlon; but on this 
occasion he endeil by reproving ids w'ife for fastening 
her nax)kln to her dress vritU one pin instead of two. 

In tlie evening some company arrived, and monsieur 
scolded Jeannette because two of the gentlemen forgot 
to dust theif shoes on flie mat. He then went to 
superintend the mixing of the suf^'ie, and after- 

wi^s rajj^ to assist in taking off a lady’s bonnet a^d 
- shawl,, saying, ‘I’ll put them in a safe i>lace for you, 
raadame: .when you*are f^ing home, ask me for them, 
and I’ll get them for yoU ! ’ 

It happened, Sinluckily, that monsieur, in his anxiety 
to do things than any one else, imt the lu^les 

, into a room which was seldom frequented by anjfrtie 
but his fiiYOurite cat ; and •when the ladytwhs going 
away, she discovci^, to her horror, that her bcauti^^ 
cachmere bonnet had been convert^ 

intO; a.^'^iilllji^miable cradle by Madame Puss for 
the a^ftwallilation of Ato interesting little strangers, 
who hid ma^ their appearance during the last hour 1 
BifiiCie retiring to rest, our domestic man always 
iri^ited every rooih in the hou8^ to see that all ^as 
' and every candle extinguishodc * 

fiervlhls li^ng In <he hou8e of a ‘ domestic 

they ask for their wages, and go a^tty ; but as 

his wife cannot follow thoir^ example, it hcoomos her 
truest wusdom to bear with his fillings, and to seek by 
gentle infiuenco to load his mind towards loftier and 
more dignified ’pursuits than^that of prying into the 
deti^s 0^ domestic management. 

1 A TWELVEMONTH IN CALCUTrA. 

MON(|rONV or, CALCUTTA LirK—THK RAINS— THK JKMRLAH AND 
» UR— AfPARKKK rAMlLV— A flCOTCIlP^TV. 

Au^tst l.^Lifb in Calcutta is almost a?^onotonous 

86 it fii at sea. Everybody does eve^y+hing^ exactly at 
the same time, and nearly in the same way. One after 
the otfier in regular routine follow the never-varied 
occuiiations of tJie day — if we may call tliem siu h, for 
there is little to do — no outdoor employments, nml few 
RDsolately necessary within. Yet our existence is easy, 
•quite devoid of cure, and tliat is in itself comfort. 
Arthur and I, out of ]K?rversity, will not show ourselv(‘s 
aifd our neil'equipagi^ in that everlasting Course. There 
being no dust now, we drive through all tiie byroads, 
and in this way w^e have seen a great deal of the neigh - 
bourluKid. On our riding evenings vfc take a canter 
round the race-gronnd, which we both enjoy excced- 
ingly/having had latterly for our occasional (companion 
one of the chaplains of the (cathedral, a kind and very | 
agreeable man. Idle? j)eople can hardly ])ass their time j 
happily Jiere ; they liave to deixMid so much upon their 1 
owr^ resources, and tliere is so little to do or to see ^ 
lx*yoii(l what they can ]>repan* for theiuselves. Siicjh j 
persojis, indeed, only get through the Iiours without i 
iimeh enjoying them anywhere*; Imt tliey have lieljis ; 
in other lands, which are 'wanting Ijcre. ’I'his causes 
many Indian men to resort to cunis Avhen they can’t 
command billiards to wile away the long mornings, , 
and they weUrome these **tenial large ])arties as their j 
chief rssourtx? for the evenings. Our small family i 
party is certainly very fortunate in this rt‘8[>eet. Out » 
gentlemen are all men of business ; our ladies none of j 
them idle; ileleu and Mary have their children, Cary | 
her orderly habits an3 her home coiTesponileni‘e ; I my ' 
journal, the greatest re&ouix?e in the world: besi<h s | 
which, I am studying the language, and pus^ an liour i 
every day w^th atnooushie, tluit 1 may be better pre- ; 
partHl to manage' my part of the houseljold in our new ; 
iibode. Then |re have our music besides, ami fifty 
other pleasaij^^lpursults wlien tlie weather is cool enough 
to permit u|>to engagt? in them. Wliat 1 miss most is 
our itoor: no sick to feetl, for they wont touch oni 
victuals; no ragged to clotlie, for they need 119 cover- 
ing; no ignorant to tc?uch, for their doctrine is not our i 
doctrine. One hardly feels as if doing one’s full duty 1 
here. All seems for self almost ; or iwrhap.s it is t)ie j 
pride of our nature offended at not btdng ‘ up and i 
doing,’ OUT vanity tliat lilies to offer assistance, for- ! 
getting that there are quiet as w^eU as active virtues, | 
and that, ‘ charity never failing,* we (‘an t?xerci8e it 1 
always, if we be so ineU!i€?d, in oift way or another. i 

2(/f— -When the rains first set in, I fancied the ai r wouhl 
continue as much cooler as it then sot^med to Ixjcome. | 
The temtKTaturo is lower, as is seen by the thennometer, ! 
which is never niglier now than ^14 degrees. Still, a hot | 
and breatlijess feeling fills the atmosphere before the 
liAivy showers, and a steam fises often aftor>var<Js, 
oppressive to,me, tliough others do not eqmplain of it. 
The^ open windows ^nd the cloudy sky ' great im- 

provements, however; for tho fiery blast which eutored 
during tho htit season, when by chance the outwanl air 
got* admittance into our darkened chambers, was not 
the least like^wind fiK>in heaven. 1 usc?d|d)eu to long 
so for the evtnnnif hour, when the sun Mnking to the 
level of the earth, tve feai^ his rays no more, and 
flinging open*tlie Venetians, seemed like prisoners re- 
leased |o breathe the fVeer air while looking out on all 
sides unn^trained. An account of Bombay, given us 
last night l)y one of the members of the law Commission, 

:~:ir : . 




CHAMBERSES EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


iimdo nioACiivions. ^ The Neatest heat nt any season 
there is 88 degreeSi no hot winds ; a hill station 
within reach where there are no heavy raiiis ; Malia- 
bleishwar at no great diltancc, just as good as the 
Neilgherries fpr slight indispositions ; the scei^ery, too, 
quite bcautifiil. Wo u^^re all enjoying the nioopkght 
on the roof of this high house, lool^ng over most of 
our neighbours* far into the distance, paloc^a all roidid 
us, the esplanade, the fort, the river, tlie distant Hbwn 
or subuf^^l indistinct, and aUsSntercs4;Migk;*a11^we 
did not feeTHwie. Several of tlie nearest Housetops 
had pcople^^on — native ayahs and bearfcrsf wiU^ 
ciiildrcn beside them, looking so Eastern in their wliite 
garments, the ihen all turbaned, and the womCn with 
the saree flung over their head and shoulders, falling in 
long drapery to their fcet. Our new friend descril)^ 
Bombay — its fort, and town, and harbour ; its phun 
covered with \dUa8 j its noble bay crowdcul Avith Avoodeck 
islands, high and rocky, and adorned Avilli caves, antF 
images, and temples ; shipping far outiiumitering oufs : 
the wide sea around, and for a background a chain of 
the ghauts piled up irregularly into fantastic sliapes, 
high toAA'ering towards the clouds. Wc were quite 
struck with the picture. ‘ After aJl,’ iidded he, ‘ niiiecs 
arc more plenty here.’ • 

3c/. — I SiiAv to-night, in almost overy compound, the 
large pans of eartheiiAvare of native manufacture, set 
out to cjitch the rain Avater for the next year’s con- 
sumption, or, more properly speaking, the storp of 
drinking Avater for the next eight montlis, until the 
rainy season come again. It is preserved quite sweed 
in the large jars 1 formerly described, by a process ()f 
Avhich the obdars are apt to make a mystery. Over 
eadi of these open pans is set a frame of bamboo, sup- 
iwi'ling a loosely -spread sheet of coiirsc canvas, Avith a 
stone in the middle of it to insure the proper dip, like 
a jelly-biig, through AAdiich strainer the rain iLsfiltered 
iiito tlie i)an underneath. .In these pans it is to remain 
some little while in order to settle, that all impurities 
may fall to the bottom, when it^Avill be poured care- | 
fully into tlie jars, and set by for use. Ayah tells me 
tiiat some obdars put alum aucl other similar substances 
into their jars of preserved rain water, Avliich conse- 
quently becomes luird. The best plffh is tp run a red- 
hot iron (b>wii into the jar every ten days or so, and 
then fix on the top so as to exclude the air. I always 
think tliat, drunk plain, tlie water has a vapid ttiste ; 
but it is quite sweet, and ansAvers pi^rfcctljr for general 
use. The natives call it English AAmter ; they arc \*ery 
anxious to get a little, and haA'^c no other name for it ; 
and I fancy, liOAvcvcr well looked after, many an obdar 
makes a f<?w stray annus now and then by obliging his 
friends with a chatty of pure water. I remendx'r after 
first landing, wlicn Cary too® us over the house, I Avas 
quite struck Avith the wa^r godowii, Avherc all these 
large jars Avei*e ranged; and then to lieor wliat they 
contained — so careftilly husbanded, so precious — the 
size and shape of tffe j^s was no longer my greatest 
wonder. Do you rcc^ollect our all laughing so mfleh at 
KdAi-^ard long, long ago, A^'hen I was a very little girl, 
and ho was visiting ua for Cary’s sake^ you asked hhn 
one evening what was the greatest luxury of all the 
many luxuries of Ea«t, a»dho>ansAvered so gravely, 

‘ A cup of cold water? ^ How little d^^ any of us, brou^it 
up among EpgUsh comforts, kuoAv of whi^xthe world is 
made I lift luxurjj[*s of the EastJ-^merccoiilriv^nces , 
10 make existence endurable^neoessaries here— and' ^ 
thought hodiing at all about vnleBs we siiould happen 
to luisB them. * 

The loudest clap of thunder wuihave heard shook 
tlio house to-day. It r^ly r^her frightful, and 
some damage was dom ip the s Also the 

steeple of one of our chtWii^es wtUi stirudk by the light- 
ning, and after canie sudb iwih as the 

obdar ; for the last look X hsd of his i>an^ tlmy Avero 
all bverflowing. Arthur walked home throng^ it all, 


cooled effectually after tlm hot court, Avlicre he liad 
been detainctkycry late, as he has been so often latterly, 
that we never Aiv'ait dinner for so busy a laAv^er. 

Sth . — tfe met to-day Rahitn R«y, the adoirted son of 
Ramohun Roy, wlio li^ just arrived ^om England, 
wdiere he has been educated. He Avas visiting the wife 
of Mr Black’s long partner — ^we cannot call him sick 
partner new — with whom Caroline and I hod gone to 
sptmd the rawniiig. She was busy with a dirjie at one 

i md of the v^randaj making under her directions lior 
Jiiildrcn’s frocket A cook Avas at the other, Avith his 
cliarcoal stove, and pots, and othe!' requisites, to whom 
she Avas teaching some stCAv. Half-way between them 
sat a jeweller, with all the implements of his trade, 
mending a bracelet. To thl^ scene of industry we were 
ushered by the jemedar, a strikingly Tfandsome man, 
who always awnisos me by the excessive pretension of 
l^is mamibr. Tlje Avhole class are very grand, quite’ 
%kji?.atrical; but Mary’s jemedar exceeds all jemedars in 
the airs and graces of his ealling. He rises from tjie 
landing at yie hetul of the stairs witli the dignity^f 
some rrince Aclmict or Houssain of the fairy tales; 
and there he stands, so turbaned, so shawled, and Avitli 
such a glittering dagg(*r! He motions iSick the other 
attinding bearers 'vi^ sqeh a solemn wave of his 
gracefully*- flexible han&s, and precedes the companyi^ 
into ‘the presence’ AAith such noiseless dignity, that I 
can never keep my gravity, nor lielp fancying myself 
looking on at a play, tlK*e stately proceedings being so 
little suited to our home position. No Avonder ludf the 
girls have tlicir young heads turned. Tlierc is nothing 
striking either in the appearance or the manner of 
Raliun Roy'. Tlie Company ’s servants arc said to look 
very shy upon him : they do not like the notion of a 
uatiA'C becoming one of us. At home they gave this 
lad a Avritcrsliip, but the appointment was cancelled 
after a representation Irom tlie government here. Tlio 
most liberal persons seem to think it was premature, 
nothing being as yet ready for the success of sudi an 
experiment. Tliey say', too, tliat people at home, or 
just fresh from home, are incapiJble of comprchcndsig 
the matter. One Avould suppose that the better we 
were all educ'ated, Avhatever may be our variety of 
complexion,' tlie better should we perfonn the duties 
that fall to ns. Some young man, a great Sanscrit 
scholar, going to take a professional part in the bisliop’s 
college, dines w ith us this ev’ening : a Persian, a won- 
derful Persian adept, is promised us^for to-morroAv. 
After such learned reiiasts, what may not bo expected 
from my peif ! » 

loM. — Went to-day witli Helen, who has a great 
mercantile connexion, to visit the neAvly-arrivcd family’^ 
of a Parsee — quite an cA'eiit, as you shall hear. We 
w'crc received at the door of their pretty garden-house 
on the Circular Road by the head of the house himself 
imd lijs tvwo elder sons, all^ looking sujiremely hapiiy. 
The tAveiity-five souls just imported from Bombay arc 
established for good in tills suburban residenee. 'I'licrc 
ajre the father^, his wife, their daughters and their hus- 
bands, with their children, their sons and their Avives 
with their children, a neplrvv, sdhie cousins, and then 
a considerable number of attendants. It is tAvo-and- 
twenty years since the old Parsec parted from his wife. 
Hil^eldest daughter was then six years old, and klQ 
yCi^gest son on infant. The eons Avero always sent ^ 
for her^ 03 they giCAv up t#a useful age, but the mother ’ 
%d daughters the old morchaiit had not s^n from 
tSht time to this. Such a thing Avas never heard of as 
fmr a Parson woman to travel, to go hy sea, nor mrhaps 
in any other family has it been even tliou^t of^^very- 
body looking upon this bold proceeding as a stop in 
advance of the age, the customs and the prejudices of 
alf classes of the natives being so much against it. 
Should ftot all molit be given to the spirited individual 
who thus brea& through such a harrier tO jfinpr^c- 
inent; airnFall due praise to the courage of the old lady, I 
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Ids infe) to witom the effort mSist bare been extraor-*^ gold sparkled on heads, neisks, and arms, vhich last 
dinaiT? XJ||qw not wbetlier the, Persians so entirely ^ere absdutely loaded with babies. Long pendants 
sedude thiwt women ; the anient Hindoos, I hear, did dropped from their ears, and stanoing up beside the nose, 
not ; but frbm the tinjie thfc banished Guebres^settl^ at fixed by a ring through the iC'ght nost]^, was a branch, 
Surat, tiiey adopted the Mussulnuuf habit, if they had or in some cases an open circle of gold, from which 
it not b^ore, df never trusting their wives and daugh- eniiliiyp^teCl small stems of the dime metal, eaoli bearing 
tera beyond their gardens, unless closed up in a carriage, on its point a fhio pearl or diamond, or emerald or 
or perhaps very early in the morning, wh€«i those of S£|pphire. •Some people in time get much to admire 
lower ol^s or of an older age may go to the bazaar, or thi» very peculiar ornament; the Parsees themselves 
to the tank for water. • |] grA>»lj^^teum it. rl consider it the ver^fpevorse of 

The I^arsees, whose name, I believe,, is k corniptionsDV becimindl On common occasions muqlr^iess splendid 
Persians, first found refuge at Surat after their expulaioiT 4^e8ir is worn, and inferior ranks are^iyf cc^urse attired 
from tlieir native land on account of their dissent from suitably to their condition ; but, as 1 understood, the 
the established religion.^ By and by dVertain number form <A‘ Uie costume was in every particular the same, 
removed to Bombay, whiclutnust have been just such an and a jewel or bit of gold or silver essential to complete 
event to the race as tliis family making up their minds the poorest toilette : the bangles being always nume- 
to come here. Tlie men have always b^en great wan- rous, and made of coloured glass, when better cannot be 
derers, travelling at once wherever business required tlieir , obtained. The liair was very neatly airanged, the com* 


presence, but the women have been invariably stationary. 
Besides theh’ retired habits, one reason given for their 


plexions fair — much fairer than the Hindoo ; teeth good, 
asd large Iczenge-shaped eyes, full of expression, llie 


arrays remaining strictly at home was their dread of children were merry little creatures: the little boj's, 
ohandonipg the Sacred Pire which had fieen brought full of fun, dressed up like the Eastern priiicos we see 
with them from Persia, and has been kept burning ever upon the stage — tunics of rich silk, embroidered in gold 
since at Surat — some three or four huuclred years. A and silver, the two younger at least with pretty fan- 
portion of it w^as duly carried tq Bombay, wliere ef ery tastit?'turban caps : the eldest boy was of tlie age when 
^ prej^ation liad b€?en made, at great cost, •to enable they adopt the less picturesque attire of manhood, stiff 
them to keep up their peculiar ceremonies. Probably liigh cap and all ; the girls were very sedate, in dress 
a small quantity lias b^ii conveyed here ; but if so, it exact imiUtions of their mothers ; and a baby, curiously 
has been quietly arran^d, fo;: no tiling has been heard swindled, up like a bundle of silk, liad bangles botli on 
of it. The ladi^ of tliis household have announced it arms and ankles, and a net of seed pc^arls oi'cr her hair, 
as their intention to receive all visitors, gentlemen It was really an interesting visit, giving such promise 
included^ as many of cither sex as are kind enough to too of what will come. We promised to repeat it 
honour them by an acquaintance. They threw off tlieir before very long, luid took leave amid a storm of 
exclusive habits at sea, where they mixed naturallj' civilities. 

with the other passengers, thus losing gradually any 20t/i. — Bucli a merry party as we have been at! 
little awkwardness consequent on so great a change in Aiihur lias bei'n in love for some time with two per- 
their maimers. I cannot think any of them handsome, sons Iwe — a Sf^otchman and an English wife, about 
merely agreeable looking. The mothei* may have been Jbotli of whom he raves, so I have to make up my mind 
a beauty, and there still remains a line expression qf at anyrate to listen to him. They oi’e great people 
intelligence and benevolence. Though only forty-two, too, and I afn to bo fluttered by their notice. Tliis was 
sljp has khe air of seventy, so early do the native some particular day with them ; it was therefore a 
rqces lose the charm of youth. The wives ol the compliment to be remembered on it> and it was a pecu- 
sone, and the daughters, all look older than they liarly select party; and altogether Arthur assured me 
really are. They generally tr uxry at fourteen, having it would tiyn oift a white day. We found fourteen 


been betrothed in their infancy, often wh(‘ri only tliroe 
or four years old, which is also a Hindoo custom. The 


people ossembk^l, all bearing the one suniame. We 
two were the oply guests unconnected with it. During 


l^trothal is frequently celebrated in a most expen- the dinner if jSlis very pleasant, all the parly sliiuing 

aive mamipr. and tlio hridtt 


sive maimer, agd the bride in most instances accom- 
panies her little bridegroom home to his parents* house, 


in the enchanting art of conversation. In the drawing- 
room afterwards a lady sat doum to the pianoforte, 


where jShe is brought up to suit the fiimily she has and played a real Highland rwl so well, that up 
entered. * At the second or actual marriage, the costly jumped a gentleman to dance to it. Ho scf, as they 


magnificence displayed at the first is seldom repeated — called it, before anotlier lady, who could uot resist 
it is for the most part a private festival. Helen speaks liia comicuUy-besceching invitation, and this brought 
Hindostanee so well, that she entered into quite an up a second pair, and by ftnd by a tliird, and so on, till 
aniizuited conversation with the younger ladies; while the whole Scotch companyvwere twirling and turning, 
my stammering attempts, very kindly assisted by the and reeling and setting, and flinging and shuffling, in 
mother, got oir, I thought, Vemarkably well too. It is an a way perfectly astonishing to us two English spec- 
easy language, very meagre, without much grammar — tutors; and it truly vfaS the livdliest^ lightest, neatest 
no great effort of memory required to get a tolerable styio'of dancing 1 ever looked at. This Wild sortie 
knowl^ge of it. The Parsee gentlemen all speak over, the performers, in fits of laughter, threw them- 
wffhsn fluently, an»they^imounced their intention of selves on the Bofka, ^lent with fatigue^ but only to rest 


haring it taught in their iSamily. 

stop^tii^b^l 


What a before fresh exertions; for a violi^ having b^n sent 
for to accoigpaiiy tba pianoforte, thd largest man among 


The 4^0 the la^es was very bandsomes Jj?ry tlAin began to flqprish alxmt flie room in a strange 
short petticoats of striped silk ; English shoes^fid sort of daneg which be called the Chantreuse,- doing 
stockings, botli certainly inWovations on thorr iiational such difficult steps §s were really gastonislhiig, which, 
costume; a t%ht h^rhigh jacket, with short sleev^, ‘ ^ when they saw how greatly all this mvertM us, brought 
of a nehp suk; and a saresj*— a lar^ long web of sffle out his ntofy sa iMviji* brother, who proposed to out- 
tMdnn over the head, from sliitfb all previous feats by executing these same my s- 
Wh^m it da^nds to the ^oulders, envelophig the terious itcqis ^ Idm space-^a bit about 

K of the pjjjpn, with the exception of the a foot square du^k^ oui^^ then he pro- 

l^ing into full folds round the ^cried to a art. Ho laid two 

graceful dri%ieiy over the flgufe. stidcs^^^ th^ and danced over them, 

of bright - poloumd figureh satin ; hli.lsetsfiguriit^-i^ aud out and round about, and this 
W?%fawj^t<mOtte eridentlylfbl^^ ride and tnp wi^or ride,^^ once touching 

Pearls and ^dralds and | tho sricks, so in the least dis*. 


these* people will he nearly dead to-niorro^jj. results. But purples, sappliires, pi^ks, veniiilions, 

pearls, bronzes, and every chromatic hue fi-oiii brigJitest 

steel to deepest gold, are throM'ii up in this new^argen- 
KEW ART OF SILVERING GLASS. tine reflection. Another characteristic never, kceording 

Or all the fabrics that now contend for the palm of German i^nts, at temp tcxl since the discovery of 

, ^ ^ ^ 1 • 1 1 glass itself by Hermes the Syrian, dnstinguishes this 

beauty in wt manufacture, is at once the most clc- rnanufacture-that is, embossing, 'fho tluni, it is true, 
gant and the most superb. Coloured or gilt, our modem optical delusion. To the touch, the apparently 

works in this pure and fragile material begin to excite raised or ^nkeu surface, dead or frosted, cut or bur- 

just admiration, owing e9i>ecially to tlio almost perfect nished, does not exist. But the eyfe nevertheless 

quality of British glfifts. This circumstance has enabled beholds such results. 


our glass-staih^rs, witli their improved artisticaT taste 
Snd chcntiGUl skill, to compete with and distance com- 


Crystal silver cups, goblets lined with burnished 
gold, epergnes, candelabra, wine-coolers, salts, .tazzas, 


pletelytfc« «ntiquep»<4uction« in etMn.»l.glM8,^^^^ ink-stnnds, ewers, sugw-^^es sAd all sortp of oma- 
I . t - 1 t • j ^ ^ A. Au • ments, are the objects to whicli wo have seen this 

*«VonderB of ar^ ftom tor ^.ppUed. Candlesticks it sccAs impossible to 

imperishable quality gf colour and qhamil expre^ss on (ligtiug^ish from actual silver ; and looking-glasses, with 
of clmracter or design. In comnibn coloured orna- ftiiilfes made in the same piece, arc warmly praised by 
ments, forus^d of glass pervaded by colohcs the Bohe- the Liwr|^r press, where it has been stated that 
miaiis have Iphg ^lipsed the world, and we ha(f tiU? dime and glass together, composed of embossed and 
lately no expectation of being ajjtie to comp^e with them v&iegated glass, have also been prepared expressly for 
in any department of .ornamental glass manufectiire, tiie residenifes of certain eminent London artists from 
although their material, as statedMn the JRevue Poly- ftirnisli^ by themselve^ and m perhaj)a a 

gr?®ater source of astomshment t|nm any of the smaller 
echmque, .aunderstoo d M delteilnperfeetoam^der dumney, toUeVor tile ornament*. 

the cloak of to colour tetarthsed. A r^t inrenhon ^ the mirror globA which we haw already men- 
by Mr Halo Tliomson >HU h^oeib|th p|^e the Bntish tioned ale in theii^exquisite simplioity the gems of the 
manufacturer far ahead of all suich oompetiti^^ in the whole oollectioif! Of aU siaes, of all colours ; ]^om ywo 
production of ornamental glass, lit OQ&sisti in ooating to thirty ihches in diameter ; fkan the capacity of half 


placed : be called it GiUk dallumt and quite screamed ^ the inner or reverse surface with pure silvOT. To this I 
with fun when we tiled to repeat this Gaelic name, process it is* that we owe the gorgeous orb# that b(^n 
Then they all jumpecriip, and reeled away again, some- to appear in London aigl Edinburgh drawing- rooms 
times to a slow meaBurciawhich was very graceful, and as pendmits to the gaselidr. yhe exliimtion of the 
the steps beautiful ; then they sprang about to qvucker varied results and applications of tliis lyvelty in art is, 
time, cracking their fingers to a sound like casfamAttes, however, still comparaWely unknown, being almost 
and giving a short shout now and, then, the most in- limitedan London to the private friends of the patentees, 
spiring cry ever uttered, and reeling off after it IJkc and in Edinburgh only displayed at one establishment 
mad people. Tlio violin was the greatest improvement in Princes Street (Mr Millar’s). The extraordinary 
to this wild music: there w soiqqtlgnjfwtiie Wcflective power of the surface* and its capacity to -* 

sweep of tihj^^w at times whicli gave suck spiuit to fairow back fay# without more cleaning or polishing 
the dancers. Ifency it was very well played, fhiif being ••than might be required by a winHow-pane or common 


a common accomplishment among the Higlilanders. tumbler, render the process specially applicable for the 
The first pair -then volunteered a real old Strathspey, reflectors used^n railway signal lamps and in light- 
danced rather slow by only two persons : it was in the houses. It is contemplated «ven to employ it in the con- 
Irish jig style, but a diflerent measure^much more struction of astronomical instruments, rthd not only so, 
stately. It seemed also to bo a game of fun or mil- but already ln^ve its extraordinary powers in the multi- 
chief^ for the partners followed one another here ai^ ^plk*ation and reflection of light been rendered available* 
there, set at each other, ran round efieh otlier, tlSR in surgery as an imi)ortant auxiliary in conducting the 
fingers cracking merrily, sometimes gailj% sometiimes tflost difficult operations. • 

saucily, sometimes almost angrily. The lady had the The dull amalgam applied to ordinary looking-glas^?s, 
best of it; for, after many evolutions, elie pursued the and whicli derives nearly all its lustre from* the glass, 
vanquished gentleman fairly into a corner. By way the back being opaque, and devoid of radiance*, can bear 
of conclusion, four of the gentlemen got up to no comparison with this silvering, wliicli^is effectually 
dance the reel of Tulloch to such a tunc as •would beyond tlie reach or poss^ility of being tarnished or 
liave made even the lame try to move, and stirred impaired,* except by tlie destruction of the objecTintew 
up the paralytic. I could not sit : I never was so whose superficies it is interfused. A spariding w’^arnith 
excited ; tlie music, and the dancing, and the shouting, emanates from the metallic radiance, contrasted with 
altogether carried one out of one’s self. W'ell might wdiioh the Bohemian glass is merely pretty or tinselly, 
Arthur assure me this would prove a white day ; so The gorgeous glow of the .antique Venetian glass, the 
innny happy people— clansmen 1 fancy— a great tic, all secret of which is now a lost art, seems liere restored ; 
luoeting on the banks of the Iloogley, so many thou- but even tlie Venetian absorbed the light, and before its 
sand miles aw'ay from their mountain liome, all well, exquisite licaiities could be descried, had to be Iield up, 
all thriving, and all with the warm heart for the land whereas the Englisli silvered glass flaslies back the light, 
of their birth ; apd the spark of nationality awakened by and at night, wdieii surrounding objects are obscured in 
the music of their country remembered in childhood ! partial gloom, i.s then most radiant and conspicuous. 
It was a moving scene. . . i'rofessor Donaldson, in a recent address to the Royal 

Supper w’as requisite after such active doings: Architectural Society, in advocating the use of this 

was a truly merry one ; and to add to the enthusiaani, gorgeous maU^rial in shop fronts — which would give us 
an old bottle, of whisky w^s brought out wliicb liad indeed crj^stal commercial palaces, and eclipse in Lon- 
been smuggled to India by. one bf the party, and had don the boast of Augustus at Roihe, of havii^ foundLit 
been treasured up for some subh lieart-stirring occasion builf of brick, jmd left it of marble — i)oiritod out that, 
as this. Most of it was converted into ppnch, in which iiideiiendently of the silvering, many of the tints pro- 
wc all drank to another happy morting. I have not duced are entirely new, and such as no combination of 
an idea what o’ckx;k it is : I only know I cknnot sleep ; prismatic hues lui<l hitherto disclosed to the most expe- 
those stirring vrhoops are in my ears still. I hope the rienced colourist. The nomenclature of art has in fact 
juinch may not liave aflected the head. Surely all at present no vocabulary expressive of these novel 
these people will be nearly dead to-moiTovj. results. But purples, sappliires, piqks, vennilions, 


■'■■■'l' . . A,, ' , ' , : ■ ; m ■,^ „ V — J , „ , .M ,,, . , 

m tJ^BtiOf forty gaJims, tieso magniSeeot mirror Tif i^^ fortliudo iiMi Ind^^nd^jce, twd lnd< 

y pim^^ the ^ Atkgior under the J by every buy station 

i oQc^ the type and ' 


t'he discovems whicli are froiu time to tiina made in L!? ? wcrot in ra/keart, and I can toll it u!»to nofto ; 

Uia K^ption . tombs authorise the belief that niatiy of ^ myself when I am all alone, 

the inventions and nachincs of the present day were ** “? my bosom like the centre of a rose ; 

known to the ancients, and used by them. i A gentlcinaiil ito sweetness, troni that hujd^ oeiitro 

who is curious in such,,thing8, says the Aaltimore PatriJl^ - f 

fhi^l hv ® ’'vlf .*,'l\ ^“.‘“7, “M y'* * "" i "ft-tiO'M I "4> <IW1 sish : 

?& " ’ r puMIAed in 174t 'Ti» » holy thing thin guarding of a tweet, sweet iiTystci v. 

(folio edition). It w cortninly nothing less than a nimia- I can tell it unto no one, and tbo tears \liat sometimes 
tuve locomotive^Wld steambJat which was here noticed. start ' somewmts 

The extract is .taken from a description given by Du Are but the blest relief unto an ovcrwliolmfed heart. 

Iialde of the various uiventions niado tby the Jesuit i 

‘'inidsiontiries in China for the irtetruction and amusement * w^liwpcr it to tiny waves, of fi-csh lA low-voiced 
df the Emperor Kahghi, who died in )72;2. The hiven- streams, ^ ^ 

ti^is ^there cfescribed wpre made about the beginning of Toiforest biij^s and flowers, /uid to angels in iii|^ dreams ; 
tfli ^ighteeuth century : — * The pneumatic engines did me the birds’ gay carolliiigs a meaning aye contain, 

f e^'ite his.niajei^^ curiosity. They caused a flbwers and the streamlets tell it all to me again. 

teals and unon them an onlinHA fiisx wiwsek. ^ baveiold it to the summer sun and to the winter snows; 
.whic* i^^\hrou^’‘rii&,,i'^ rpoirLVrtlThrol! ’'“‘^fbeauteou. earth beneatl, and to the holy heave.; 

“rntl^^tt^ wlth®*n\XtS“'and^ b7 that® mewl * “*<’ 1'-'^'. I 

the wagon was set a-running /^r two hours together; ' 

1 bt^ for fear there should not be room enough for it to Ah!* there’s yet another secret ueetlcd in this heart of 
pteteed constantly forwards, .it was contrived tp move mine; 

c^ularlwin the following manner ; — To the axletree of Since it came there, life has been to me bo baripy — so 
the two kind wheels was flx^d a imall beam, and at xliviiie! 

beam another axletree passed through And joy burst in uppn my soul so keen* ’t was wollniiih 
the, sttek pt another wheels somewhat larger than the pain 

rest; ^d accordingly, as this wheel was nearer or further When first I knew the blessedness that I was loved a^rain ’ 

from the wagon, it described a greatei or lesser -circle. ... - ' , „ , . , . 

The same coutnvance was likewise ariplicd to a little , ® ^©wd is far luorc beautiful tban e’er it used to be— i 
ship with four wheels : the eolipile was hidden in the a change is o’er the earth, or has it come to rnej i 

middle of the ship, and the'wmd issuing out of iw# “ ® »«ore music in the air, more brightness in the I 

Bmall pipes, filled the .little sails, and made them turn ^ 1* , * . ' 

ateund a Ibng time. ■ The artifice being concealed, there music m iiurfe heafl, the sunsliinc in miiic eyes? i 


I have lift my voice exultingly, and cried- 
love ! * 


-‘I love, I 


Ah !• there’s yet another secret uefiklcd in this heart of 
mine ; 


w -CBLXIVA^ rwi. ' - 

Tn r.fix T - 1. 1 1 i. K • pervadeth o’er my spirit with its rays - ^ 

1 I am daaxlfd ils brightness-my faint soul dissolves 

ateunmted liitk^many mdividuals of the workuig-c^^ inpraiBe I r# - 

Who had, by jel|;education, attained not merely a large ... •* 

> atfiount of knowledge, but a high degree of .mental culti- ' ' ^...; ■, 

^iltion g;4d refinement. At this moment I could name to ' 

7‘f^ «^^*^balf doswu of iiiyartizan friends whose ftcquire- a* » 




that gives « 

Such joyfuliysss as^his to gild our Jowly human lives ! 


Pria 3^^ doth board^,^^!!^. aeirctl, 
Id FI-: A M) WOR KS OF BCfR N8-VOI., 1. 


any scalO of society. All these men ate to inv know wor ks Or BpRNB— voi., i. EOiiwi iiv 

1.4. «b5d »a<icj»Lt«l workmo.., «.d re^ tLh oy^ LroJaF® ' 

positfon lu, relatioa to that of those above them in the 


position lu relatioa to that of those above them in the 

has become part of their mental bcingt as the irrand hlRST (ihHMAlV ROOK. Editrii by Uh Ai:k.~ 

endless 

t^ re^sources^^h^^piUcM in othem,ho8 Pri^t bomd, 

i add^tlistinctions among men of LATIN inOTIdNABY. »y Da KALnseuiiiOT. BdW by iin 

These men are all eatremely Sc«uiTs.--F«mtog w <rf gS yoJumes^ tlio UUn iteciSi «f 
teijuperate m habits; and they are unanimous in biiAWaasss JniJcAtioaaLODuiisK. . 


Ei>1X4T10NAL Courbs. 


iH» Of, #ffr/rtg/g homdi 


»'“*?/ »«; unanimous in 
.the opmidh^ that dreadful intemperance* of tht lower 
clasies^t oboe m curse at^ the disgrace of this couiiW 
V oi»di% io their i|Soralite. The beCr-thop ahd 

ire tb|S * 

mont^ oceupaiion 

'Wl^::ihetr 'iritliiii: ibeuMelTes,' and . 

bOmo,,; tp 
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PROGRESS. 

We Iiave heard much during the last few years o1 
Progress — by which seems to be generally^ rneaiji ifti 
advance of the physical and moral conditions of society. 
To promote this progress by the education of the 
masses, and the diftlision of intelligence through all 
classes, has been a ruling object with many active 
minds ; while, on the other hand, a portion of society 
has appeared almost as devoutly bent on establishing 
a retrogressive movement. Prominent as the idea has 
lK?en amongst us, there are several misapprehensiQus, 
or imperfect apprehensions, regarding Progress. 

It has even been a question whether the destiny of 
humanity does really involve such an idea at all or 
not. Those who take the negative or doubtful view, 
ixjint to large portions of the earth, as Asia and Africa, 
whore, to all appearance, there has been no progress 
whatever for many centuries— in many parts oftwhicU, 
indeetl, there has been retrogression. It may quite 
well be, however, that the movement is liable to inde- 
finite retardations, and even partial rctrogi^jssions, and 
>'et be a true onward movomeiit in the main. Geogra- 
phiad accidents, producing isolation, paucity of popu- 
lation, or physical unheal thincss, liavc evidently much 
to do in determining the matter. Accidental conti- 
guity to rude warlike nations may cause a partially 
civilised one to he thrown back or effectually checked. 
8ucli things are to be admitted. Yet iit may l>c 
questioned if even in tliose nations which appear to bo 
the most stereotyped, there is not some small change 
almost constantly going on. The most receivable 
theory seems to be tins — that, conditions being allow^ 
to have an influence, the rat<§ of the progress is rapid 
in proportion to tlie amouiV- of time passed over : so 
slow at first as to be imperceptible ; then a little faster, 
so as to tell during a few centuries of history ; finally, 
so rapid, that one g^lneration *i8 sensibly in advance 
uiwii that which immediately preceded it. Thus the 
Asiatic ilations, for example, may bo only- in one of 
those early stages of progress w'hen tl)c movement is 
so slow as to esca^i^uperficial attention. Supposing 
the same condition V) last, the* next or thrae 
thbus|nd years of their liistory mly present only^a 
slight imj^^ement of the rate o^ progi^s. But^the 
j;^!uincte, to be sure, is, tliat Europjeau civilisations will 
break in aiid communioate an external izupiilsc entirely 
subversive of the present rate. Ferha^ps India is* at 
this moment brought Up b^ the British 4ohilRation to 
about the ratio at which England itsdtf was in the time 
of the Heptarchy. The last fifteen years Ijwive probably 
done more for Gl|itta than any ix^uences work 
witliin her for progress during the last t&ousan^ 


Tlierc is something sublime both in the vast spaces 
time required for the problem, and the accidents by 
'^ich it may be affected. In a rate like that of most 
Asiatic nations during the time we have any knowledge 
of them, a gew^ration is nothing. The individual man 
wakes into the world, goes on labouring in hfs coUrso 
through youth, maturity, and eld, and dies without 
having been able to appreciate the slow movement of 
that indexton the dial of time. Tlie dust and the %ie- ^ 
morials of such a set of generations is of scarcely any' j 
more importance in the moral retrospect than tliat 
well-compactcd mass of the leafy honours of many suc- 
cessive summers which we can trace in a stratum of 
peat-bog. But who can tell when the Interference is 
to take place? Amidst all the monotony, Providence 
brings, some morning, a fleet of strangers breathing 
totally different aspirations, and from tliat clay tlie ratio 
of speed is changed. All old things begin to pass away, 
and men begin to find literally a new heaven and a new 
earth placed before them. 

• Even in the most progressive nations a generation 
is not of mucli account. Amongst ourselves, seventy 
years, pass, and produce only a number mindr 
changes. Manners arc softened in some particulars ; 
improvements take place in matters affecting the cou- 
vcniency of life; classes of men take a more enlight- 
ened and liberal aspect. But it is given to few such 
spaces of time to see great revolutions in thought and 
opinion, in politics, in religion, or in the plan of society. 
The individual must be content to see only his small 
part of some of those grand movements, tlie issties of 
w’hicli form landmarks in history. It were well fhr the 
most forward class of minds to see and resign thenir 
selves to this vieiv of their lot. Seeing with tolera|)|o 
fulness and clearness what society is working fffwards, 
they are apt to chafe themselves in vain efforts to 
realise what only shall be vouchsafed to their children’s 
ohUdreii. Better to reserve themselves in a calm anti- 
cipation of tla^joys to come — glad to think that such 
things arc to be, though they shall^have gone tai'henoe 
before they are. Minds of %lu8 class, by their vehe- ’ 
mem^, often retard the movement they desire to promote. 
It is ji^st one of the fatal points in the history of dl 
grtat causes, that first the tremendous obstruptions ' 
raised by their iiyttdicious‘^advocatcs are to be pyer- 
'c^e. But this is not all. By aiming at 

remote results, the efforts of the progresrite w reur 
dered of coffiparativoly little avail, sqeing that temote 
results are not to Ixs immediateliLachieved. Th0 true 
duty of all who wish to seefpe of 

humanity developed, isi to pnunote whatever interme- 
diate thiags promi|B a partial benedt towards the maxii 
oh^t. The gefieratioi^ in ahort, shbidd seek ta^o 
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onl^ a g^eneratioji^B work. If i t does that well, withoi^i meanwhile be allowabll.to congratulate ourselves on 
atten^ptihg anything further, it be more in the way having attained a paint so Aifferent in hum^i progress, 
of a true progress than it could be by Ih^most energetic wheuj in the very idea of tkat progress, and our 
effoitt to^wpel the generaf machine beyond the rate workings upon it, some of t^e purest sources of happi- 
of spei^-'^ch, in spite of every thing, the general mind »re laid open to us. 
will d^termifie. ^ 

Ihifl counsel, it must be observed, is only applicable * M O 21. A N S H I L L E L A H. 

to extreme cases. It would not do to bind •down every Some yc&s ago a packet-boat, in which I had sailed 
mind which entertams generous and aspiring views in fi jhi a n English port to cross the Channel, was fearfully 
behalf of hmnanity to some tame ideaUof what is pd, - ttftSSf about in squall, and finally drjiV^ff into the 
Bible to be done iq any particular %paco of time. ^ a from tho place of her d^xination.- The 

fact tliey will not be so bound down. It is their nature' which was generally ma(k»/in » single day, 

^^us bccamo long and perilous ; and it was no small 
* , * tl*e practicable ; roUefwhcn, after being eleven days at sea, we hailed 

and thia, wiAm a certair limit, is an admirable and the brig Swallow. It received on 4ard the passengers 
serviceable feature of such minds, tending to overcomo ^and crew, and took in tow the remains of our little 
petty difficulties, and really to producei an acceleration vessel, with its broken mast and shattered rigging, 
of the mass of inertia. One could almost say that there* Among the passengers was an aged and venerable- 
is Ml idea of progress seated in human nature^ and filling looking Irish priest, whose name, I learned, was Murphy. 
0 . space in what may be called the end or final cause of s^omponiefl by a lad— an object perhaps as 

life. Most men will be conBcioue, in th« latter part of "Rht, as any that ever w-oro the icm- 

•; 3*1 hlaneo of human form. Moran bhillelnh hod been on 

their co&rse, of havmg^onginally burst m upon it with eighteenth 

a vagae oonscio^noss that there was something to year without having acquired a .single idea ; he had no 
done in tho world which they were to have a sluO'c in artidlilation, and his only talent appeared to lie that of 
ddftig. It led them on from year to year, tilwajs per- imitating with tolerable exactness the movements which 
*haps lotting a little duller, according as it was found he witnessed. In the midst of the stonii he assisted 
unverified, butyet always exercising a sustaming power the sailors, accompanying their nantical strains with a 
and forming a lively enjoyment, until at length the singular one of liis own, consisting simply of ‘ La-1 a,’ 
approach of the night, which closes man's work, turned like the song of a nurse putting a child to sleep. These 
their thoughts to other objects too apt to be neglected syllables were modulated to every tone, nn 4 made to 
ill ^ the noon an,d pride of the daj^ We had almost express every emotion of the i>oor creature, from the 
sold that a sense of the vanity of the feeling at last highest joy to the deepest despair or wildest^ terror, 
ite^s over the mind ; but surely that cannot he vanity Wliethcr he performed his devotions, or climbed along 
which has an evident place amongst the influences by the masts, or partook of the sailors' rations, or rotieived 
which the great ends of Providen^ are worked out. a glass of grog or quid of tobacco from his new friends, 
A man’s day’s work is not a vanity because he sits or sufi^red a manual intimation of the awkwanlncss of 
down weary and perliaps disgusted with it at the close. , his work, it was the same ‘La-l:i,’ varied by intonations, 

Neither is tliia impulse a vanity mcsrcly because which determined its meaning. At night he crept to 

force is at last spent. Its effects remain, though per- the feet of the priest^ and fell asleep, lullwl by the roar- 
hops to<j^ small to he appreciable. With a reflecting ing of the wind and tlie motion of the vessefs pitcliing 
mind the worst disappointment that can takcplfl<5o will and tossing, which kepi alarm awake iii every bosom 
be that attending the correction of the original idea but that which never harboured a hope or f(‘ur for the 
that something groat and definite vras to he done, and future. T^e assiduous and self-possessed condiu^t of 
to seen done. In at length finding that we camoni}’ Moran in the time of danger gained the gcKxl-will of 
’do our part, and that perhaps a small part, towards the sailors; and when he whs transferred with ns to 
some huge result to be realised long after we shall be the SwcJhw^m crew became no less favourably dis- 
forgotten, our sense of power will lx? sensibly mortified ; posed towa^is him. 

but still we n!ay rest tolerably satisfied with the con- The fate of Moran was as sudden as it was mclan- 
Siderq^on, that we have done all that God designed a choly. One day ho fell from tho top of the mast, 
slllgiq generation to do in the case. It is scarcely dashed his head on a hatchway, and vras killed on 


nedmuy, moreover, to suggest that some higher pulse the spot. Every one on ixiard sei^med concerned for 
of is yet to be awaken^ in another state of being the event— the cabin-boys, who usetl to smile and nod 
ki lo^lig down on the accomplishnumt of the good when he passed tlvimi ; s tho officers, who harl somc- 
yrprk to which our mortal liands contributed. times given him brandy ; ilie old sailors, who had ro- 

Although there certainly is some such impulse as peated his monotonous ‘La-la’— all seemed to have lost 
tins in hnnMm nature, It obviously is of very diffe- sometlnng; but poor Father Murphy was inconsolable, 
rent degrees of force in different nations. How vivid The crew desired to bflry him gl a comrade ; and the 
amofng the American people — how dull amongst prieft consented that they should use their own rites 

the i^quimaux ! But so also is the ^nse of beauty and customs, on condition that, during the ceremony, 
dull dr bhitified aiJpngst some people. So also are he might read the liUtin prayers of the Romish ritual, 
some nodrly deficient iff industrial inclinations. If The body wa^ sewed up in a h^inock, wrapped in 
W M iewt inactive, amongst the great majority sailcloth, and stretched on a trefllp which is generally 
Ilf maAkiiid, It be dispensed with as | source used for tins purpose ; two canrto^balls were deposited 

of of the de 8 ert,^tho af tho feejb, and ^Is mummy-liko object ws« .placed 

misemMe safg^ the negiseted low-living^psrtioiw of between two gua-eqjTiogea on the middle- 4 ^Pk. 

Oeltie as the cotters amongst Iff ordinary caaestcleyen in tho morning is the hoar for 

se^vblLiidll be fbbiid content if they only can obtlin funeral solemnities in l^gUsh vessels; but In the present, 
toneffiste Sad, indegd, it is to tho state of the weather occasioned a delay. The night 


» i many the fkce of the earth, and came, dark, gloomy* and stormy ; numerous lanterns 

IjDppge, tblf life is little better than that w'ere light^ afi4 attachedtto the bulwarks at regular 
ipnl ins^l^jlhe silicebut animalcules, wliich distMices ; and the great mast, hung with lamps up to 
heir dust for foituis to tmd the yaid, swung vdth its burthen of bxMtness before 

fafCt no doubt has ite Ijppart in she Great the bre|sze,'wliieh' was freshening Sgery moment. Tlie 
do not it. But it may groat bell summoned the crew ; every head was un- 


CH^AMBBRS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


covered, fain beat on the naked foreheads of the 
men, and the spray d|9hed over the mortal remains 
of the idiot. I hav6 seen coffins on which names of 
renown were engraved ; € have witnessed funerals 
rendered pompous by the vanity, theatrical by jbe 
affected grief, or revolting by the party sphfit Aat 
directed the ceremonies : and who is tifitere that ha^ not 
Observed mercantile speculation and thoughts of gal} 
following the most lamented to their long home ? But 
a funeral "Service on board a ship «.t nigl^t, f^oWiya 
storm, banishc^^very trivial thought ; and newer did I 
witness obsequi^^^morc affecting than those of ^too^ 
Moran. Imbecile as lie was, and the most helidess of 
mortals, the idiot was the acknowledged possessor of 
a human, an immortal spirit ; and now two different 
religions met to honour his burial : the wind and storm 
clianted his funeral dirge ; and a crowd of brave* 
mariners stood uncovered round his corpse I I 

The sea ran high, and tlio prayer-book of the old 
priest was drenched with the dashing waves lind pou> 
iug rain, as ho miimmred his solemn litany, lliise 
was no Eiiglish chaplain on board, and the captain took 
on himself the office of reading aloud the service of the 
Reformed Chundi. Tlie bell ceased its tolling ; all the 
sailors pressed around the bier, and kept profoun(> and 
reverential silence. When tlie captain pronotmeed the 
words, ‘Wo therefore commit his body to the deep to 
be turned into corruption, looking for the resurrection, 
when the sea shall give up her dead,’ the trellis was 
heaved into the water ; the body, weigliotl down by tho 
oann<ni- balls, was engulfed, while the trellis, being 
lashed to the bulwarks, remained hanging by the ship’s 
side. All was over ; the stormy night gave pUice to a 
calmer day, and we landed at Ostend. 

On the following day it was my lot to bo again Mr 
Murphy’s fellow-traveller, and on our way to Baris ho 
related to me the story of the i>oor idiot in the tdlow- 
ing words : — 

Ilis mother was a widow, who lived somo» years ago 
in one of the suburbs of Dublin*. A little stall, on 
u liicli apples and cakes were Exposed for sale, consti- 
txited all her wealth, and tliia unfortumite child the sole 
object of Irer care and affection. NeviJr was a creature 
so low in the scale of being horumred with Ihe human 
name. Tliat continual swinging of the body which you 
have remarked, and the senseless repetition of tho syl- 
lables ‘ La-la,’ ma(ie up the sum-total of hi^ existence. 
His confidence in his mother seemed the only instinct 
by wliich he was allied to lui inanity, ^me school- 
boys in tho neighbourhood of the stand delighted in tor- 
menting him, and he had neither strength nor spirit to 
act on the defensive. When stones were tlirown at him, 
lie crouched down, and clung 'lo her side, repeating his 
plaintive cry. The poor wiilow was herself a helpless 
enough being, and could scarc’cly even protect her Uttle 
store against the depredations of the boys. She went 
by no oiher name than ‘ the idiiA’s mother,’ and it were 
useless to relate the many cruel tricks that were pl.lyed 
upon her. It is true she was ugly, decrepit, and dis- 
eased ; and her cry of rage against her persecutors was 
less like the humai^mice than the nod^imal hooting 
of the owl. X hadjH^ion almof^jt daily to pass tho 
corrtorof College Smitf where she kept herStall. M 
sight of the child — hatf-brate^ h«df-man^ 
appeared dii^liisting, and there was little in the mot/er 
til mitigate tlie i^pfilsivo fbellng;*but in the end Tnv 
pity was ftwAkened, and my intei*e8t de^y^fexciteil. 

If that flat heml, witli low, sloping forebeofl, hanging 
jaw, and projecting eye, hardly abated by a vacant 
stare, made one i^y tOt shrink ^th fiiorror, God 
Almighty, whose works ais IncomprdienBiblo, had 
idfused a heart under this ungainly and almost brutal 
exterior, a soul of elt|iti8ite tenderness, thoughL Igno- 
ranlf of itself. Moran was beneath many a bAte in 
understanding, but above man In the fficuTty of lov- 


idg. His mother was tdl tho world to him; w^en 
he saw her p^y* he imitated her gestures ; Utid at 
night, when she had lain^down on her m^ in the . 
garret Where she lod^d, ho ^ul(\ kneel an# kiss her 
feet^ murmuring aft im^rfbet litany. No articulate 
sounds escaped his lips ; it was a mental orison without 
human wonis. Surely the idea of God had never 
entered that narrow head; and yet I know not what 
hymn of gratitude and love may have thus arisen. It 
8|emed a mechanical and instinetlVe piety towards 
and towards# his mother: he saw Deity through 
, Irer ; ^10 was to him the visible* image of religion, 
morals, social life, the past, the present, the fUtUre*. 
In tlie morning, ftt five o’clock, when she went to take 
her usual stand, lie kept a UM.le in advance, looked all 
round to see if tho enemy was in ambuscade, and if he 
perceived the object of his terror, he ran back, pulled 
gown, shrieked his ‘ La-la* with a loud and ter- 
voice, and thus put her on her guard. At night, 
whUii she folded her stall, and returned home to bed. 
carrying her ^(XmJs on her head, and holding the boy 
by the hand, the children of the purlieus usej to nm 
shouting after the idiot ; but he hid his head Under her 
old black apron, and sought protection in the maternal 
bosom. ^ 

These wxetched beings, who lived but for each otJler, 
began to excite my interest, and I endeavoured some- 
times to religvo their poverty. In this deep and 
disinterested niatenial lave I found a refutation of 
Rochefoucauld’s doctrine ; for ^what enjoyment could 
she hope from Moran ? The idiot absorbed half of her 
slender gains, and much of her time also was spent in 
tending the wretched object that could neiftier put on 
his clothes, nor attend to the most common wants of 
his own life. But had you seen her frantic despair one 
evening that she had left her stall for a few minutes, 
and missed him on her return, or the relief when she 
, found him soon after in the midst of the highway, 
flying from a troop of juvenile banditti, screaming 
his two syllables with a strength that revealed the 
extremity of his distress I » * * 

Ond day I was surprised to sec neitlier the woman I 
nor child at the comer of College Street. I knew 
where she lived, and went to seb what had happened. 
Perhaps you have never seen a garret in tla^ iiurlieus 
of Dublin, and I will not distrq^Sfcjyou with its descrip- 
tion. I found the poor woiffhti lying dead, the child 
atretclied beside the coipsc, bolding it in a close 
embrace, and singing his melanclioly ditty in a voice 
more plaintive than ever. Though incaiiable of foymhig 
sentences himself, he seemed at times to comprehend 
in x>art what was said to him. On seeing me enter, 
accompanied by some people of the house, he rose and 
fixed his tearful eyes on us ; his hand pressed that Of 
the corpse, and his intonation became deeper, as he 
looked from us to it, and repeated, ‘ La-la I— la-la 1 ’ 

He allowed himself to be Removed from tho body, 
and sat down on the gromid in a dark comer. 

‘ Wliat shall wo do with him ? * asked the landlord. 
Tlie idiot lifted a handful of the dust which lay 
tliick on the flwir, sprinkled it vwtantly on his*liead, 
and began again to cry in a clear, sharp, piercing voice, 

* La-la!— la-la!’ * 

It wjung my heart to witness the affection of the 
poor imbecile. 1 got the zftother buried, and took • 
MorUn btny3 to my parsoiJigc. Por a time hei iyas 
'In^nsolable. During the whole of thO flrfi ydd* lie. 
rejfeated every morning the syllables with yfhidi ho 
used to wajee his mother, and in the ho 

searched for her and cried. At length, to OOrOirioffies 
of our worship caught his attent^; khd 
ftpom his sorrow ; he imitated*^o 
peaJants, kneeled as tiny did, and befaiVjfed with dedo^ 
rum in tlie chapel. jTo listen to the to inhale 

the incense, to i%ht*thc^tapers, 46 fiffi 
siohs, becailio the only pleasures of Moran BlQUelA, 1 
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and it would hftre been barbatoijB to fi^bid them. Bfy 
seeing the ma^ so often celebrated, )ie Jearned to per- 
form t!te«d!a8y duties of an acolyte; and the attachment 
he had sbi^wn towards his nfother was graduaUy trans- 
ferred to me. If I was sick, he stayed by my pillow j 
if I was abs^t for some da^ he crouched in a corner 
of the parsonage, and refVi^ to eat. It miglit be but 
the mechanical fidelity that a dog has for^ts master ; 
but it gained on the heart of a poor priest excluded by 
his TOWS from mqtc tender ties, and Moran became 
very dear to me, in spite, of his imb^ilfty. J 

I was appointed# to a curacy in one of theVildwt 
districts of the south. It/ was a perfect paradise of" 
verdure, the wildest portions of it ddiibiting brilliant 
mosses, and rocks cnamellfd with flowers. My parsonage 
was situated near the banks of the Suir, in the county 
Tip:^rary — a kind of grotto^ artificially ornamented, 
serving me for a dwelling. Tliere are many Romaic 
Catholic parsonages of tins kin<l in the remoter parts 
of Ireland formed in caves, and buried in the moss. 

the beauty of the landscape, and the profound quiet 
of my retreat, were sources of delight, K found in the 
barb^sm of my flock abundant cause of sorrow. It 
w^ imi)0ssible to discover exactly why they fought, 
but they fought continually. There seemed to dwell 
8np)ng them a thirst for blood, a passion ^or murder, 
without the hope of any advantage to be gained from it ; 
the bad elements of human nature, the mark of Cain, 
was in them and on them, l^cy complained of nothing; 
expressed no sense of grievance' yet grouping them- 
Bcdves under different leaders, they kill^ each other in 
drink or in play just to pass the time ; to feel life astir 
witliin them, to create a sight and an object of inte- ! 
rest. Factions which neither aimed at nor nccomplishcHl ; 
anything, had their chiefs ; and wars which had no 
object, had their trophies of death. Tlieir jjarties of 
pleasure were aln^pst invariably scenes of blood .* these ' 
people had notliing to lose but their lives, and these 
they exposed in very sport. In many cases the exas^'-* 
ration of political and religious animosity added stiniums 
to this native bravura, and revenge perpetuated it from 
geiieratlbn to generation. The history of these poasants 
was composed of tragic, liideous scenes, mingled in 
Irish fashion with reckless folly, and even mirthful 
glee. 

; Moran and I lived as we could amid this savage 
population. I was beldVed, and the poor imlxscile was , 
perhaps more venerated than myself. He never spoke ; 
he was obvicfiisly unmoved by human passions ; and 
in a place where religion was pushed to 
i^aiflci^m, was student to stamp him with a preter- 
natufal character. In the eyes of the Tipperary 
peasattiry Moran was like a marble saint that had 
desceBded fkom the Gothic pilaster. As he had been 
sheltered from persecution ever smee he lived under 
my protection, and now more than ever felt he had’ 
noth^ to fear in the ^sanctuary of the little chapel, 
his former thmdity was gone : wlien he passed 
among the peopitei dressed, as he chose always to be, 
in the canonical habit of an acolyte, tHey saluted him 
with the deepest re^ct, and he replied by making the 
sign of the cross. You Ainnot conceive what was the 
irmuence of l^oran’s presence in the chapel! His 
silence, his measured chant, his slow step, Jiis vacant 
eye, separate faini ff’ont hunum kind, and fo t^ese 
ignorant he seemo^ a messenger of^ leaven— a 
being above our race r •« 

J nail been aboti^ six montha in this porisb, andthe 
fiutie of Moran’s saheUty had spread more than twenty 
miles round. On^ ineriiiiig 1 could not find him ; he 
bad left tlie house and all my search Ibr 

idip proved INltl^^ and still ! 

henur no tidings ofldm, under 

: f !^pperary was a jrgy td the quanr^ 

*11110 Caravaa aip tiio 


Anglice, cravats and old coats. On both ^dcs heroes 
had been hanged, and the ^ons received popular 
canonisation. To tell you why they were enemies is 
more than I caqi do; uieyaeemed to hate eacli other 
in^inctively, under the influence of some hereditary 
party Spirit which few of themselves could explain. 
Thc^fair days ws^p especially consecrated to the display 
af tlieir martial fury. On these occasions my pastoral 
Suthority was utterly powerless; even the civil and 
fiiil%i to make any impression on their 
hi^its.j ^ 

^ Otie^day in August — a fair dgp — the heavens 
shone in all their glory, and the befftitiful valley 
of the Suir presented a lovely aspect. I rose early, 
and left my dwelling, sad in spirit, I confess, for the 
absence of the boy. I climbed a neighbouring hill, 
‘surmounted with the ruins of a fortress whose interior 
stairs had resisted the ravages of time, and here I sat 
down. I watched the long windings of the clear^ deep, 
Igpid, poi erful river, which set in motion ip many 
com -mills in its. course, and without ovftfiQwiiig its 
banks, filled with an abundant stream wdant bod 
which nature had assigned it. ‘ Here,* f said, ‘ is an 
emblem of genius combined with virtue ; here is energy 
witliout violence, depth with calmness, and riches with- 
out excess.* In the midst of my reftections, my eye 
wandered over the village of Golden, near wiiieh a 
great many 2 >eople w'cre collected. I w'as surprised at 
their silence ; some w'ere seated on the sides of the 
I difehes, others fornie<.i into groups scattered over the 
market>plac4^, but all perfectly quiet, and apparently 
without occupation or excitement. 

Now I heard the sound of horses and arms, and per- 
ceived to the left, at the foot of the lull, a detachment 
of cavalry, accompanied by magistrates on horseback, 
and a battalion of infmitry. It was evident that a 
distu^ance was expected, and I hastened down with 
sad forclxHlings. Tlie fair was over; the sale of the 
cattle had been hurried through ; no one had dreiuned 
of ovcrchajpging on the one liand, or cheai>oning on the 
other ; and the pt‘alants, leailing away tlicir cows and 
sheep, seemed impatient to clear tlie field for the 
combatants. I found myself in the midst of gigantit;, 
half-naked men^ armed with heavy clubs; peasants 
concealing knives and pike-heads under their bn>wn 
coats ; looks of furj^atul luitreil in every countenance ; 
and too plain it nil to me that the storm was alK)ut 
to burst. Just then the bugle soundtid, and the soldiers 
filed ofl^. trailed out to suppress the commotion, and 
seeing no ap})earancc of it, the authorities liad b^ten 
a retreat, satisfied that there would bo no occasion for 
their interference. Scarcely w^erc they a quarter of a 
mile off*, when a long shout burst from the jpultitude. 
To the, cry succeeded ta fearful pause ; tlie ranks 
formed ; the two hostilcL parties, each alK)ut fifteen 
hundred strong, who had ixjen long interdicted by the 
priest of the adjoining parish from the pleasure of 
murdering each other, aid vaiicedjuto this valley, which 
was^without the pale of Ids jurisdiction. Most of them 
were half-naked, and their weapons consisted of clubs, 
knives, pikes, swords, and sticks. In front of the 
Caravats waUied a little child, dri^ging a sack on the 
ground, and crying^ with all itiy|l||jxht, * Twenty pound 
^erling the he2l of the SUS/Kreat I * In less than 
J^nute the hosfiie force tiimed out from the neikh- 
biuring thicket, and the infant herald w^ka^iicE down 
will a stone. Myldpod feosse atHha sight ! 1 rushed 
towards tliii madtnen in hope of restraining them 
A reli^ous influence. Stones wUre flying thick 
around me ; 1 wHs struck on the shoulder by au enor- 
mous which knocked jae down, and 1 fell between 

the two bands. 1 was not recognised^ and ipy secular 
cbifl^uhie in^iitrefl tm respect atnong these M 
of whom wore from Jhe neighbouring villiMs^ add <^d 
not Idiow me.^ t was likely, therefore, to W trampled 
to death k the onset. After lying a few minutes, I 
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know not Jiow many, cftun^ed by the violence of my 
fall, I opened ray eyes again. Both armies were on 
their knees, and . ther^ proceeded from those masses 
neither cry of triumph n%r groan of discontent, but 
a long deep sob. Some sudden, strange feeling of 
remorse had seized the vdiole multitude. I felt* a pro- 
tecting hand on mine, and near mo an uuktftwn 
being, covered with a white surplice, kneeling with tk 
crucifix in his hand, and murmuring prayers. As 
as I attempted to rise, the joyful ^tonatiop of^^->I#- 
la!’ burst from his lips, and I recognised tnc id^ot 
boy. ' n 

Moran had bectl induced to accompany some othe? 
devot(^c8 on a pilgrimage to the shrine of St Patrick, 
and returned at the 'critical juncture in full costume. 
He was barefooted, enveloped, as 1 liave said, in a 
surplice, carrying the bell at the end of a stick, the* 
rosary hanging at Ins brekst, and an enormous cross, 
with which he luid furnished himself in my sacristy, 
surmounting his staff. Having seen me f(|ll in the 
midst of the enraged combatants, lie had advanced 
fearlessly to the spot, stretching out his crucifix towards 
I both parties alternately. He was believed of course 
I to be a celestial mediator, and the pcMjple prostrated 
tliemsclves in adoration. When I lo(»ked around, ^lere 
wen* above three thousand men in the valley, all 
I silent, and gazing on tlie idiot with surprise and 
emotion. The chief of the Cara vats kissed the end of 
Ins ginllc, but the leader of the Shanavests was dead. 
J[ was carried home, and tlie two armies dist>ersed. 
Monux and I of course become more than ever 
insepai iihle ; and when I had occasion to make this 
jourmy to Paris, to secure the pro[K;rty of a deceased 
relative, he could not Ixc left bcdiind. 

‘My poor, dcJir Moran P sobbed the priest, as he 
finislicd his narration. 

POETRY OF TTTR AFFECTIONS. 
Tukue are few persons in the middle nml upper ranks 
of life who, in their meditative inoments of joy or 
melancholy, do not feel that tliey are thinking poetry, 
an<l do not recall unconsciously from the recesses of 
tlieir memory some snatches of sympathetic song. The 
poetical pieces commonly summoned by tliis electric 
process belong, perhaixs in undue proportion, to a single 
mind, which has contrived to place itstlf cn rapport with 
a wider circle than usual of tlie refined and intellectual 
of its fellows. The very power, however, thus exercised 
over the heart defeats the claims of the poet to personal 
consideration; for his thoughts are ours, the images 
that spring up in our fancy are its native produce, and 
even the sweet tinklings of rkyine that liaunt and be- 
witch our ear seem, througl>oldJiabit, like the inborn 
music of our own soul. Numbcjrless are the incidents 
of our daily existence which give rise to this refining 
prof^ess, conferring a moral life ii^xon the material, one, 
and spiritualising Circumstance, * the unspiritual god.’ 
Touclicd by this magic, My Own Fireside are words of 
power wliich fill our eyes with delicksus tears; the 
Youngling of the — ^tlie loveliest and the last’ 

— beeomes the dovcWiwir weary ark ; the 13bw of time 
6an|i|j|fied by t^ko memories of Ted Years Ago; Me 
first u^^^ftdir on the brow we love is kkkKxfiated wh 
ideas of imporisbAblh beauty ; thei>eath of the Fifst- 
born is hallowed to our hearts by its agones and con- 
solations, and to our fancies by \he image of the gentle 
mother trying to impart, the comfort she does not 

■ 

* She would have chid me that I irmumed a do<fin so blest 
'as thine, v. 

Had not her own deep grief hUfit ^h in tciiurs as wild 
as miner ^ ^ 


These are the titles of^ ofily a few of certain guslies of 
song that maxyr men ‘of the present day will feel to 
well up in their nearts in the ordinary circumstances 
of life ; andxfet, notwithstafiding their being ^natantly 
reminded by the various printed selections of English 
poetry, many of them a#o ignorant, or tt least t;an 
only recall the fact after consideration, that they are 
in^bted for^them all to Alaric Watts. 

^The writer of purely imaginative poetry is in ' a 
d^erent ix>8ition. His appeals ace not to the heart, 
hl^to the cultk^ated faculties. He trains the mind to 
appreciate his conceptions, ojid his identity is 
"never lost sight of even in his loftiest flights/ It is 
for this reason iwnong others that we hail with great 
X>leasure the appcjarance of th^ collected works of a poet 
of the opposite stamp, and in a volume pf unrivaled 
taste and elegance;* but before coming to the book 
in i^ore sixedlal manner, we would indulge in a few 
renipibi on the style of poetry which is the forte of 
our autiibr. , 

The idea that the farther down we go in society, the-* 
more nearly we approach the state of nature?, is not 
peculiar to a sixurious philosophy : it infeefis even 
poetry and poetical criticism. Thus in ages the 
poetical language of nature has been put into the 
I moutns of J^iordsmeii and shijpherdesscs ; and from 4lj||io 
idyls of Theocritus and the eclogues of Virgil, down to 
the calendar of Spenser and the pastorals of Browne 
and Pope, we find tlie muses and the god of love con- 
sorting liabitually with the tenders of cattle. This 
conjunction seems to those who are acquainted 
with the manners of these lowest classes of society, 
these unskilled workers of our own time, and tlxey 
make no scruple of suspecting tliat the pictures it gives 
rise to are absurd and unnatural. Poets may make 
an escapade from the world of life to the world of 
iniaipnation ; but when they forsake the realities they 
know for the realities they do not know, they are 
•no more likely to be successful than their piistoral 
brtxtherDes Guetaux, who haunted the.fields forawhole 
season with a crook, a pipe, a sv^ord, and the court 
jacketj, in vented as a badge of distinction by liiJt muster 
Louis XIV., to qualify liimself for writing naturally 
about shecq) and shepherds ! 

It must be admitted, however, that the swains of 
tlie classical pastoral do not belong to the present 
working-day world, and that Pope even proposed that it 
should be lanTul to endow them with some unshepherd- 
like smattering of astronomy, as well uasome notions 
of piety to tlie gods. But more recent writers conceive 
I that in the humbleness of the employment, anfl the 
I destitution it implies of all social conveiiicncies; lies 
the charm of natural poetry; and in imitating the 
ancients, they would copy Theocritus only in his rus- 
ticity. The poetry of a more advanced stage of society 
is stigmatised by them as convtnlioml: the muse is 
held to lx; absurdly out of pj^ce in u drawing-room ; 
and the affections that swell beneath an embroidered 
corsage are regarded as artificial. Such notions have 
dii^^rted at times even the genius of Wordsworth, and 
perhaps have pennanently ii^ured his fame. A souj 
like his should have knowiis that"* wc are only now 
advancing gradually towards our state of nature— that 
we are in tlie midst of our progress from the seed to 
the fulbgrown tree— and tlit the angel Poetry has 
bed^ appointed by God to mtend our steps whither- 
sc^ver wl i^. No poet of tne heart requires to look 
ToL his thoughts and ini^es beyond the ; p<^|iOQ in 
wlucli he is himself placed in society. Cnie irorld is 
fhll of sohgf if our ears can only catoli and Our souls 
comprehend it ; and we but lose the music that is 
actiwy around us in listening to the instinct sounds 
tihat’ float ih the vague and mysterious Aiatance. For 

■ . • ■' - ■ " ■" ' I - 
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reason tho TCotter’s Saiorday Niglit)’ ooiuiideri4 
li a {M>em of aS^tions, is a w ^toral than 

- Pie of AWio SVatU*s poems is owing’ to 

nk nic^ pe^ ihstinoti^o perception of the tmths 
thna idluded to. He finds his muse^ npt in the fields, 
tiQt ih the woods, not on the monntams, i)pt in Jhe 
depths, but at the light, warm, elegant fireside of our 
middle ranks : — 

* Uj own fii^de I Those simple words f 
Can bid the sweetest dreaCis arise ; **(, 

Awaken feeling’s tenderest chords, * 

And fill with tears of joy i^jjne eyes. 

What is there my wild he^ can prize, 

That doth not m thy sphere abide ; 

Hai&t of my home-bred sympathies, 

My own — ^my fireside V o 

- 't 

His instrument is neither the Doric reed nor tlie lofty 
harp, but that sweet sympathetic lute whose only plec- 
trum is the passing wind— 

* X wild, Ai^olian lute, whose strings, 

Bji nature swayed, no sounds impart, 

* Sare when some fitful feeling flings « 

Its breeze-like impulse o’er my hearj ; 

But waking gentle’echoes oft, 

Where prouder strains might fail to mo?e— 

Fond, brooding thought, and visions soft. 

Of fireside peace, and hom^-bred love.’ 

Tha work is characteristically dedicated to his 
to idiom he presents, with kindly, loving, yet courtly 
gallantry, the revelations not only of Ms inner lilfe, but 
m Ills personal' and social existence; and the fitness 
of this dedication will be recognised when we say that 
Mrs Watts is the author of some of the x>i^'<^ wMch 
rank with all but the best of her husband’s. 

In the * Poet’s Home’ we arc presented, in iKietical 
language, with a picture of tlie every-day scene wKh 
whi^ taste and coippetcnco would surround a refined 
and intellectual man of tlie middle rank ; and it in 
curious to compare it with the ' Home of Taste ’ of 
Ebenezer Elliott, where the proud jnedianio, ^lidi as a 
king, and less a slave,’ sits throned in his elbow-chair 
reading Locke, with his foot resting on an actual car- 
pet ! They axe both liomes of taste ; the pieces are both 
genuine poetry ; and they both throw around our hearts 
the link, to usoi^o words of tlic laureate of the working- 
okise*— 

* • — * the link 

* Which binds us to the skies— 

A brld|^ of rainbows thrown across 
The gulf of tears and sighs.’ 

The poet of Alorlc Watts has more numerous and 
elegant seijutrements. Yeiu find your way to his cottage 
through all the wealth of woods and waters, and in 
entering, have to bend your head beneath Uie tendrils 
of the jasmine— « ^ 

« * Briffht Cbnfiifton revels there, 

And seldom had a realm more fair : 

^Tis aVildemess of mind, 

Bedolemt of tastes refined 
Tomes of wUd, romantic lore, 

Culled from Fano/s nckert store : 

^^rom M of time ;) 

Poej^fiwiik hei^lf hath crow^^ 
all Uie w<4ll arounl^ 


Mystic frateents str^ the 
^ Like the orades profound i 

^ Of the DeMhic prophetess, • ^ 
i # And as difficult to gneir ! ^ 


Fresh from evening's dawy bowers ; 

Knots of ribbon, looks m hair, 

Love<^fts from hisulady kit ; 

^ .Violets, blue as are the eyes 
y 0 That air^e his softest Bighs, 

‘ And reward his love-sick lays 
^ With their smiles of more than praise ; 

,, Here, a broken, stringless lute ; 

There, a masquer’s antic suit ; 

Fencing foils, a Moorfsh brand, 

/' Trophies strange from many ^^d, 

Memory’s lights to many a swne . 

Where his roving steps have been : 

Armour bright of one who borh 
Chivahy's tried lance of yore ; 

Breast-plate rich, and shield of price, 

Veined with many a quaint device; 

Sword of proof, and mailed glove, 

With the crested helm above ; 
e And many a pictured form of grace, 

Many a sweet but iiensive face. 

Stamped in beauty’s richest bloom, 

Sheds its halo through the room ; 

Like the smile of primal Light, 
o Making even Chaos bright !* 

All these are wdiat Elliott calls ‘a bridge of rainbows’ 
across tlie gulf of wo; and Watts, with the same poetical 
philosophy, holds them forth as the true medicaments 
fol' a wounded and wtsiried mind. The following is parb 
of a i*em(Sn8tniiice to a friend who couqdained of being 
♦all alone — 

♦ Not all alone ; for thou canst hold 

Communion sweet with saint and sage ; 

And gather gems, of price untold. 

From many a consecrated page : 
youth’s dreams; the golden lights of age. 

The poet’s lore, are still thine own ; 

Then, whUe such themes thy thoughts engage, 

Oh, iiow cans^ thou be all alone \ 

Not all alone ; the lark’s rich note. 

As mounting up to heaven, she sings ; 

The thousand silvery sounds that fioat 
AboVe, below, on moniing’s wings ; 

The softer twilight brings — 

The crick* chirp, cicada’s glee; 

All earth, that lyre of myriad strings, 

Is jdbilant with life for thee ! 

Not ail alone ; the whispering treeH, 

The rippling brook, the starry sky, 

Have each peculiar hanuoulcs 
To soothe, subdue, and sanctify : 

The low, sweet bipatn of evening’s sigh, 

For thee hath oft a friendly tone, 

To lift thy grateful thoughts on high. 

And gay — thou ayt not all alone ! 

•Not all alone ; a watchful Eye, 

That notes the wandering sparrow’s fall, 

A saving Hand is ever nigh, 

A grooifus Power attends t^ call— 

When sadness ^olds the heai;||||n thrall, 

\ Oft%8 His tenderest mercy Inown; 

Seek, then, tMb balm vouchsafed to all, 

And tbou const never be alone V 

With elegant like tbese-^ qoinioi^nr of art, 
and f worehipi>ci? of *1011810— it pjay easHy be con- 
0 ^ve 4 bow Alaric Watts, gifte 4 ivitli tlie power of 
flinging his thought# into mclodipui verse, should have 
been cmle to exPtoise the influence we have described 
^nea^ tlie bcuu^ti and imagina^^ of others. Look, for 
inetance, it nU of rtKsalling the image of one 

of thole gkHovez M even tdic* grown man remem- 
bers with a stiixt atid n and a look of wonder and 
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almost incredulity thrown into the abysm of the 
PWt:— ^ 

‘ We met when hope and life were uew» 

When all we looked on imiled^ 

And Fancy’s wand around us t^ew 
Enchantments sweet as wild : 

Ours were the light and bounding hearts 
The world had yet to wring ; * * 

The bloom, that when it once departs, * 

Can know no second springf « • e ' •* 

What thC^h our love was never told, ^ e ^ ^ 
Or1t>rea£n^ed in sighs alene ; * 

By signs that would not be controlled, • 

Its growing stren^h was shown ; 

* The touch, that thrilled us with delight ; 

The glance, by art untamed ; » 

In one short moon, as brief as bright, 

That tender truth proclaimed. 

We parted, chilling looks among; ' • 

My inmost soul was bowed ; 

And blessings died upon my tongue 
I dared not breathe aloud — 

A pensive smile, serene and bland. 

One thrilling glanct — how vain ! • 

A pressure of thy yielding hand ; 

AVe never met again ! 

Yet still a spell was in thy name, 

Of magic power to me ; • # 

'Ihat bade me strive for wealth and fame, 

To malce me worthy thee : 

And long through many an after-year, 

When boyhood’s dream had flown, 

With nothing left to hope or fear, 

I loved, in silence, on F 

The touch of uatui'e in these lines, wlicre thcs boy is 
represented as striving for wealth and fame for the sokQ, 
of his girl -mistress, reminds one of tlie delicious verses 
of Motherwell to Jeaiiie Morrison^. It is Xi such pas- 
sages tliat Watts is most powerfully /eli ; they rise upon 
us like tUo\ight8 and memoribs of our own, w'liicli we 
wontUjr to find appropriated by another. The following 
is one of these fine, and, we think, original thoughts ; — 

* lie never said he loved me ; 

Y et the conviction came, 

Like some great truth that stirs the soul 
Ere yet it knows its name !’ * 

Among the gems of tliis volume arc descriptions that 
occur here and there of works of art. We can merely | 
mention, as belonging to this class, the verses on a 
picture ly Howanl, ‘A Lady in a Florentine Costume,’ 
whidi is too long for quotation ; but we arc tempted to 
extract two stanzas from a |foem on the {Sleeping Cup^d 
of Guido : — 

* But who would wound a breaJt so passing fair ! 

Look ! in immortal beauty where he lies : • 

Ilia flushed cheek pillowed on his hand ; his hair 
Clustering, like sun-touched clouds in summer skies, 
Around his glorious brow : his tiqrice-scaldd eyes 
With silken-fling^ lids, like flowers that close 


Their dewy cups aTeje ; and lini whose dyes 
^ Rival th e crimson of the damask J 

a thousand charms, all Hiweetness /nd 

Hush! for a footfall may dist^pi) Ms sIee|Xs 
Hush even your breathing, for a breath may break * 
Hii visioned trance 1 But no. ’thf deep^ most desp : 


Of parting day is fading f)fbnt tht 
Dim clouds are gathering roulnd y^ mountain’s peak, 
Yet still he sleeps : andlds soItJiLeavijaig bx^tf 
Bright wings, brow, lips, and eyee^ ate redolent of rest.’ 


• The reader will be eftmek with the gracefulneia of 
maimer 00 ren^^ble in these stanzas ; bnt thefdlOyr^ 
ingM quite a curious specimen of the maate.v^ oiiy poet 
has acquired over style, is a paraphrase^f the Idth 
and 17th verses «f the first chapter of the book of 
Ruth, and it^appears tesus to be absolttfely perfect of 
its kind;— 

* Inti^eat me not to leave thee «o, 

Or turn from following thee ; 

• Where’er thotf goest I will jo, 

<1^ Thy honse my home shall bo 1 

The path thou treadest, hear my vow, 

By me ^hall still be trod ; 

Thy people be my petfile now ; 

Thy God shall be my God ! 

Heft of ill else, to thee I cleave, 

• Content if thou art nigh; * 

‘ Whene’er thou grievest I will grieve, , 

And where thou dieat, die 1 

And may the Lord, whose hand hath wrought 
This weight of misery, 

Afflict me so, and more, if aught * 

• But death part the^ and me ! * 

We regret that we must not illustrate our opening 
remarks by still finer specimens ; for these, numerous 
as they are, liave becn^ already appropriated by the 
various books of selections that have from time to 
time appeai-ed during tlic last score of years. It may 
be well, however, to inquire into the real merits of a 
poet so different from the rest of the tuneful throng 
around him; and this resolves itself into an inquiry 
into the relative merits of the poetry of the imagina- 
tion and the poetry of the heart. The former was 
wholly unknown to the ancients : and although in this 
country its beghinings may be traced in the age of 
Elizabeth, a long interval followed, studded with illus- 
trious names, coming down even to Our own day, all 
of winch belonged to the original ,faith. At this epoch 
Shelley and Kents maybe considered as the i'bviver8,*if 
not tlie institutors, of the imaginative school; and at 
the present moment there are few writers of note who 
do not belong to it. 

The defects of this school consist chiefly in its ex- 
travagance, for imagination in itself is an essential 
element of poetry; but its great error is, that its 
appeals are made to the few, not to fiie many — that 
it looks upon poetry as an exercise of the wit or 
ingenuity, not as an instinctive revelation of th^ heart. 
Read any one of its finest productions to a ’mixed 
audience of the learned, the ignorant, the vulgar, and 
refined, and sec how smjill a proportion of the listeners 
will even affect to be stirred into sympathy or enthu- 
siasm! It has often occurred to us that the delight even 
of the initiated may have sonrewhat of the same origin 
as that which is inspired by one qf those intricate pieces 
of music where a popular melody meanders, like a line 
silver, through the cloud of wild vwiations that 
accompany it. We are l)ewilde^d and carried away 
by the art of the composei^ as he whirls ue into un- 
known regions; but when we come opce more upon 
tlie tliread of genuine song, we recognise it vrith a bmrst 
o^adnfiration which we su^ose to be elicited b/the. 
compos^ion as a whole. tliis principle the exqui- 
rite bits oJ nature we meet with in Tennyspn redeem 
his affectations and impenetrable obscurities. 

X’oetry, like religion, is addressed to all clSiSses of 
mankind. ®It has no mysteries but those of the heart, 
which the learned can no niort^ comprehend than the ig^ 
norant. Its sentiment is universal, though its materials 
arq diffbreut : the lyric's of Bums, though dealing in 
unknown images, are as well appreciated in the palace . 
as in the cot, purely umi^ative soJiqt^ of the 

present dag owes its ^ulkrity fo anythfog tfiaii 
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A passing tastci^ then the worl^, from the Homerio er« 
doimmrdH, hnslieen mistaken in its views of the c^lio- 
Uo nature of poetry* But we venturePto^Uink tluS we 
are just now in one of thq^e inlle that occur periodically 
in all the anhirs of time, and that hy and by we shall 
again Baton th the master toudi that ma tos * the whole 
world kin/ In the meantime, so far amhe poetry of 
the affi^tions is concerned, Bogers must be considered 
to occupy the vaDishing point in the procession of the 
past, and Alaric Wat/ts to follow, ip the pA>8eDt genera- 
tion, with devout and reverent steps, c I 

So much for the nature of the po6try : witli regard 
to the book, it stands, as we have said, among works of 
the kind unrivalled in taste and elegance. We arc 
not in the habit of weary^g our readers with notices 
of artists of wj^ose genius we could offer no specimen 
in justification of our opinions ; and all we shall say, 
therefore, on the subject of the illustratidns is, that they 
orfi forty-one in number ; and tliai, taking them genc^ 
rally, they %rc exquisitely engraved after man}' of the 
first painters of the present and recent times. Tliis, 
in fimt, will be a permanent work; fordf the poems 
should bb hereafter reprinted in a cheaper funn. the 
volume will j^tUl remain in the cabinets of the lovers of 
art. 


NOTES FROM THE NETIIEKLANDS. 

THU ZUYDUR ZEE — KAWl*KN —THE ttlLIOrNOF — ZWOLf K 
— rBLLOW-PASSLNGERS — MLl’PEI.. — WALK TO 1 ULi>E- 
mCKSOOHD. 

It was on a bright Sunday morning that the steamboat 
in wkioh I bad taken my passage to Kampen started 
punctually at six o'clock from the pier at the Haring 
Pakkerij, ^the general rendezvous of travelling craft. 
The view of Amsterdam, as senm iVom a distance on 
the U, is singularly novel and striking: the city seems 
to rise directly from the water without any solid foun- 
dation I and but for the steeples, and here and there % 
higher edifice than common, you might fancy it to 
consist ofia screen of houses only, for there is no x^sed 
background of streets or buildingf sticli as form pic- 
turesque effects in many towns on the coasts of other 
countries. Scarcely a shade of smoke was visible ; and 
the sloping sunbeams fla8ho<l and twinkled from gilded 
w^thercocks, brightly-painted gables, and long rows 
of windows, sliifting raphlly as our vessel cut the water. 
Presently we shot past the point where the ]J unites 
with the Znyder Zie. and I hod taken my last look of 
Amstetdam. We had left the pier in company with 
anotho* steamer ; but here our courses diverged : she 
was bound^ to Hoorn and the Holder, while our direc- 
tion lay across to the eastward. There was just breo'/e 
enough to temper the heat, and produce a gentle rolling 
sw^ and make the trip agreeable, 'flic sliallowness 
cf the water was indic^^^ by its pale sandy hue, 
varied occasionally by a darker tinge as we pass^ over 
a deeper hollow. Its calms are not less acceptable 
to dwellers on its shores than to travelkrs on its sur- 
fs^ ; fiir it is the most terrible watery foo with which 
the Hutehuhave to Antcnd. At one time — about the 
tenth oMitary,^as is supposed— a fresh-water basin, 
Lake Elevo, lay somewhere in the region now coverod 
by the sout^m half of thk It received tha Ysiel, { 
'ai^ discharged a stream l^to another lake, and fisftn 
thence by the VUe to the then fifty imteif distaqf. j 
In 1170, lake Elevo ruse to such a height, that the 
water spread over tlie land as frir as Utrecht, and the 
people of that tosm caught fish from the l^ls. The 
mmensions 4he lake, and the liability to frirther 
were greaitly increased by this flood* In 
l$d0, ow hundred thousand persons were drowned in 
^riesUui^ and from this date tie encroachmentawlre 
ftnpdt mk barrier islands on thei sea-boifld were 
in rize» and the obannell between them 


deepened, so as to admit t(>e passage of li^ ships. 
By the wasting action of successive inundations, the 
grew to nearly its present dktent— 80 miles long, 
and Sfrom 20 to 40 wide— ^y the beginning of tlie 
fifteenth century. On some occasions the water has 
9to<|l eight feet above the anrfa^o of the dikes in 
Friesiaiid and Gi]i:|flderland, which two provinces are 
nmst exposed to danger from tlie Zuyder Zee : in them 
the^loss of life and property has be€*n in the liigliest 
degreq severe and ^imentable. The risk along tlicse 
inli^d slferci is fkr greater tlian on t)ie Atlantic coast. 
The w™ most dreaded is one which ol^s the circular 
Idw of storms beginning at the soutff, then sweeping 
gradually round, and blowing for a time, from the nortii- 
west. Tliis pours in such a heapod-\ip mass of water 
from the German Ocean and Arctic Sea, that the dams, 
except under extraordinary circumstances, are too low 
to repel it, and meadows and farms, tou ns and villages, 
'are overwhelmed. The tide runs with great velocity 
tlu'ough thu channels between tlic islands, particularly 
at the Hohler, or llell’s-door, ns the Dutch name sig- 
nifies, applied doubtU'ss l)ccause of the furious curnmts, 
as was the tonn Hcll-gate to the s\\ift and confined 
tide-mce in the East river, a few miles above New 
York^ about wluch Wabhington Ir\ ing has written a 
pleasant legend. The groM'^th of the Zuyder Zev 
(Southern £'a) has thus resembled tlint of the Haar- 
lemmer Meer, but on a much grander scale The suc- 
cessful n suits in the di. image of tlie latter have led 
several entcTprising indnidiials to beinhe that the 
larger expanse, or a portion of it, <‘ould also hi' laid dr> 
The average depth of the two is alKiiit the same, 
exc*epting certain cavities in the Zuyder which are voi> 
profomid. Hence the formation of a barrier dike m 
water not more than twelve feet deep appears to Ik* h 
less impracticable undertaking than w^ould l)c supposeil 
possible on a first imfiressiou. The proji‘it — ns yet 
only toSked of— is to con8tru(*t a dike, with buttresses 
Und floodgates acrriss the narrow ist part of ihi* Zee, 
from Modemblik or Knkhuysem, on the iK'ninsnlattsl 
portion of North Ilanaud, to Stavorem in Friesland. 
Tlie reclamation of so Intjje an extent of land vviHild be 
an imporlaut addition to the safety and pPos|K‘rit\ of 
the Dutch nation^and prove the most famous of their 
territorial conquests. The cost, as estimated, v^ould 
be T-i.6,000,000 stcrlmg. 

The distance Amsterdam to Kampen is sixty 
miles : the passage occupies alxiut six liours. We were 
ibr sonic tinfe altogc*ther out of sight of land. Gradually 
the isles of Urk and Hchoklond rose in the v i(‘W'. Hml 
time permitted, I would have liked to visit one or the 
other of those lonely depcmdencies ; for a singular and 
primitive state of manners prevails among the inha- 
bitants. They build thei^ houses above the ground on 
piles, and liave but little coinmunication with the main- 
land. Tlie clergjTnan of cAsh place would doubtless bc‘ 
able to speak French, and thus any difficulties from an 
unrefined provincial dia]p(,l would be overcome. 

T1i(pre was remarkably little intercourse among our 
passengers: smoking was evidently a more acceptable 
occupation than talking, and nut a few drank gm and 
bitUTs. However, I contrived to engage one in con- 
versation who uiew a little French and English : be 
was ready tp hear ahemt the social habits and inccha- 
nli^ exploits of Englishmen. fndei‘d 1 scarcely spoke 
to\ person in«Ilollaxid who, next to his 
.didV’t profess the highest admirat^n of England, and, 
above all, fc^ Iwa* nol^e example (so they called it) in 
fr^ trade. ^The Gf^t Exhibition, too. was a favourite 
toi^; and if but half of those who declared their inten- 
ilon of visHiijg it doSreally com^ we shall have mu(*U 
ado to find accoMiodktlaii^fer mem. After a while, 
my companion observed that the English and ttie Dntch 
ongdit to be tbod frdends* for^ there was so much in 
oommoii betwe^ the two languages ; * and if you ^ to 
Frieeland,* he added, * yon wfil find still more striking 
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instance^ Some words ai^ pteciMly t^e same, and the 
saying goes— ^ 

* Butter, hread, and green cheese. 

Is good EngUSh and g<^d Fries.’ 

Towards noon thoijlow shores of Overjissel^ and 
Gueldcrland came full in sight. Wcuwero approacliing 
what looked like a long narrow r^f; presently vre 
tum^ its extremity, and had entered what is cf>ifed 
the Ketel diep, the channel which serves to prolong^nd 
render navigable the mouth of tSe Yssd.* ^e Com- 
bined action of the stream and the tides has he'^e ^ftned 
a shoal, wldch in some places rises above the surface'of 
the water, and, in others is strengthened by tli^ usual 
means — bundles of willow sticks, so as to produce a 
continuous bank nearly two miles in length. Coarse 
tangle and flags grow from its muddy 8 urtl^*e, and help 
to solidify it, and aflbrd shelter for numerous flocks of 
sea-birds, which darted about in short jerking flights,* 
and shrieked discordantly when disturbed ^^y the nmse 
of our paddles. Midway upon it stands a small rude 
hut, built of wattle and straw, tenanted by a fisherman, 
whose boat was moored close by : a more dreary resi- 
dence could hardly be imagined. Ten minutes more, 
and we were fairly witlun the river : on our lefj some 
hundred head of cattle were grazing in a spacious 
meadow — the Stad 8 -v<?ld, or common field of the town. 
Opposite, on the right, stood Kampen with its three 
spires, pleasantly situated on the rising bank. The 
town holds ancient rights over a portion of the adjacent 
Zee. From time to time land has been reclaimed from 
the water ; and this has become so valuable, that the 
municipal imposts are lighter than at any other town 
in tbe country. Provisions are conseciuently cheap ; and 
Kampen has thus become a favourite residence of half- 
pay officers and othe? persons of moderate income. They 
can live here with small means in greater comfort tluin 
elsewhere. This fact would perliaps accoiiut*for the 
multitude of respectable - looking people waiting ih^ 
steamer’s arrival. The day before, I had nia<le inquiries 
at the office in Amsterdam as Jto the b^st means of 
getting to Fredericksoord : byt on this point the clerks 
wert^ ignorant ; they thought I miglit gain some infor- 
mation at KainiMjn. Immediately, therefore, on land- 
ing, I pursued iny inquiries; for some tjpie in vain, 
until the agent, pressing through the crowd tliat had 
gathere<l round, came ^up and said, ‘Mynheer, you 
must take the diligtmce 'to Meppel.’ This, on the map, 
did not appear to be the ipost direct rsutc, but he 
assured me there was no other ; I therefore paid my 
fare, which, instead of one florin, os advertised, was 
two and three-quarters, the diflcrence being made be- 
cause 1 had not token a ticket at Amsterdam for the 
M’hole diatonce. It was tlie only instance of advantage 
lioing taken of mo during ifly joumeyings. The dili- 
gence was waiting; I got’ into the coupe?, where tv>o 
young men were (dready seated, and off wo went* 

Excepting occupation for the eye, I expected rather 
a dull ride; but we lihd scarcery cleared Kampen, when 
my opposite, addressing me in English, aaked,*‘Are 
you going to Zwolle ? * I was somewhat surprised to 
hear my native tongue in this remote comer of the 
land, and well pleased to have the opportunity to con- 
verse with so intelligent an individu^ as h^in question 
mved to be. In reply, I stated n^ ifltention to vkit 

polonies at Fredbilckmrd/ ^ ‘ Ah,* he ^d, 

‘ you doH^ find tqfmy people know much ^ut 

them, or where they are, I don't'mysdf ; but you wont^ 
be far wrong at Meppel. I shculd like te,^lk to you— 
my name’s Klinkenberg.* ' • 

The country we now traversed was leas flat than 
at the south of the Ztyder Zeg : 

' elevations were* however, very dis- 

tricts are flooded every wint^^ . It is mostly pasture 
land, but wUd4ooldzig, anil ^ 1 ^^ ij^at tlie 

Dutch are yet in the stage of 

aegricultare. They ha^e plodded through the rough 
preUmiharie 8 .aiui tKere remained stationary, mSrfng 
few or no enaeavoiurs after the refinements^ cultiva* 
tioa, notwithstanding thfft theoloncal students receive > 
instruction in agriculture, so as -to be aWe to diflUse 
the knowie<te in their Respective parislfes when they 
become, mimKers. Besides ditches, there must he a 
well-combined system of tile-drains before land can be 
brought into anything like a fertile condition ; and 
stemn must be employed instead gf wind to remove the 
^rplus waters. The latter element is too uncertain, for 
m freshet may ociiur while crops ase on the ground, and 
destroy them, unless prompt means of drainage are at 
command, suelins have produced extraordinary effe<its 
in our Lincolnshire fens. ^ ten-horse power engine 
will drain a thousand ac*res. The first jcost of such a 
machine will 1 m?. less than L.l }>er acre, and its main- 
afterguards 2 s. Od. per a(Te ; and its work in a 
liw :days will exceed months of windmill drainage. 

It IS easy to see that in implements and other agricul- 
tural appliances the Dutch are far behind the English. 
Still, impro\'i?ments have been made ; the impetus of 
free trade has roused an appearance, if not tile reality, 
of en4;eri)ri8e in Holland. Even witlun tl^p last two or 
thrpe years, the lands on which we looked from our 
vehicle li^ve changed very mucli for the bettei^i^ A 
ready market for cattle and grain is the immediate cx-^ 
citing cause?, aqd wherever 1 went, I heard tlio remark, 

‘ England has done well for Dutch farmers : if any one 
in our country is well c)fl| it is the farmer. He has 
plenty of money, slaps his pocket, holds his head high, 
and goes into the towns and buys stocks.’ The latter 
practice is perhaps too prevalent, and money is invested 
in the ‘Frankfort Threes’ or the ‘Araort. Synd.’ which 
ouglit to be expended in improving the land. It is to 
be presimied that, with suiih advantages accruing to 
the exporters, the importers and consumers on this 
side ore equally bencfitiKl. 

English is much studied in Holland : scarcely a 
mc?rcantile counting-house in wliicli one or more of the 
ch?rks cannot speak it, as well as,Fren(!h and German, 
ill a^ldition to their own language. M. Klkikenborg 
was no exception, and as in all other cases that 

came within m^^ notice, preferred English to French, 

‘ We can sjieak Freud » at any time,* he said, we 

are always glad to speak English whenever opportunity 
offers, for the sake of the exercise.’ He will never 

I complain that I, for one, did not encourage Ins linguistic 
efforts to the utmost. He had been ton business to 
liotterdam, and was now r(?turning to Groningen, his 
native place. It aiipears tJiat the difficulty of obtaining 
a situation in Holland is not less great than 'in our 
own country. A youth is expected to enter a counting- 
house and work three or four years for nothing, after 
which he will receive a salary of 400 florins a year, 
raised subsequently to GOO, 800, and 1000. Sometimes 
1500 arc givcJli, and my friej^d hoped to secure a post 
with this amount of emolument. To dress befitting his 
sitaatloii costs him 250 florins a year ; 80 florins fen: a 
SQCond-ratc iigletot, to say nothing of under-garments. 
B^d and hxlging costs tern 30 to GO florins a iiaoutb ; 
and taking the highest ratfi* lOO^b florins a, year just 
enable a man to live respectably. Some, however, 
contrive to save from 100 to 200 florins* annually out of 
their income. ^ 

the dili^nce was towop for an hour at Zwolle,' 
we agreMHomc together.^ In due time we arrived at 
the town, the capital of Overyssel. The vehicle went 
lu a widking pace through the streets, and stepped at 
tli 0 door ofi^ hotel ; and here I found the walb of tlie 
puMic-room well . furnished with mapSr piaas, time- 
tables, &c. Wer ordered a biefstuk, whm waSvpresently 
set before us, with pickles and potatoes* My request 
a glass of beer received the r^Iy whioh seems to be 
invariably given t« foreigner in Holland, ‘ The beer is 
bod P wb^upob we earii took a qt^rter botUeJbf 
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Tfad vmtf thoUl meltable to*hl^^^ tiaireUera, Gxifct to see out of England, 

mother wifloafidu <he oft-repefdief afswldop,^^^ or of a stripe of gt^n that lookeji like a forest^lode 
caiiiiot^^ b^-steakout hf London. After as it ran w ajaong the trees^ sctlming the more cool 

ire a hi^ty ^trall; throi^h some of ^ and inviting in contrast with •the extreme heat of the 
Btfei^mot £^ng to stray fer, ae^^l^ weath^^ The smooth brick-paved highways of Ilol- 

rigl^y kept^iether en land dr water, i|||pthe Ke^er* land,«by iiollitating locomotion inrithout jolting, enable 
land * 1 One or two of the poHoe of the tom a^ gene^ you tb look abonl^ without inconvenienoe ; and the 
to see the vehicle was tl^e journey, which I iiad fhncitMl would be dull, proved, on 
haao at our departure ; and inunediately th9.t the stroke thdVintrary, very pleasant — always excepting tobacco 


of two sounded f^m the tall church-tower dose by, we J smolce. 
drove out ^ the inn-yard. There weje how two knoif soi 
passengers with us— ^one a pedlar, the other a horse- \ othersr a 
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rhi^ was ]|p want of conversation ; each one ' 
£th&g that was novel or interesting to the 
!a we kept up the talk with right good fellow- 


dealer ; the former liad a heavy pack of threads, tapes, ^p. H.. Klinkenberg pressed me strongly to go on 
cutlery, and looMng- glasses, which hf hoped to sell with him to Groningen. * We shall arrive at midnight,* 


cutlery, and looking-glasses, which hf hoped to sell with him to Groningen. * We shall arrive at midnight,* 
in a peregrination along U^e byways of Drenthe and he said, ‘ and to-morrow you will see the finest square 
Groningen to the frontiers of Hanover^— a portion of in Holland.* I was under the necessity of declining 


the country which presents few or no natural beauties tRe invitation, on which he urged the university, and 
to relieve the weariness of travel. All Sxoept myself the intereal there would be in observing affinities of 


Butter, and bread, and green cheese ; 

Die dat uiet ssssen kan is geen opreght Fries.* 


were smokers, and the most assiduous I ever saw. No language ; * for,* he added, ‘ we are not far from Fries- 

SDoner was «ne cigar or pipe burnt out, than another laryl, and w<> say— 

jta^hted-^ ceasel^ ftunifleation ! Had it not been ^ 

to flje causing a dwuglit t^uth the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , 

windows, the annoyance would have been mtolerable. ® ^ ® 

Tobacco can be bought so cheap in Holland — sonm as This was another version of what I h|id hoard on board 
low as feujpence per pound — and the atmosphere isi so the sti'rfmcr in tlie morning. The last line means — 
deputing, that the univefsality of smokiiig is not ‘Ho wliocan*t say that, is not a genuine Fries.’ But 
^uch to be wondered at. ' Besides w-hieh, by leaving all his persuasions failed to make me change niy 
some few articles of luxury and necessity to the people plans. 

at small cost, the government parries out its policy flie At five o’clock we came suddenly l)etween scattered 
b^ter^that is, with less of Interference — in greater groul)S of people sauntering along the hot bare road, 
matters. Like ourselves, the Dutch have to provide while on each side lay grassy meadows and }uM]gt^rowp*aths 
an enormous .sum every year in the shaxie of interest across the fields quite deserted. They were some of the 
upon debt before the other demands of the state can be inliabitants of Meppel, a clean little t<iwn, into whicii 


sullied. we presently orove. un maaing mquines at tne inn 

,!niere was no lack of population along tlie line of where the diligence changed horses, I ascorf aiued that 
route; wherever we passed a cottage or two, or a Fredericksoord was three hours distant by way of 
village, there the peasantr}'^ were strolling lazily about, Steenwvk, on the high road to Leeuwarden. I bade adieu 
or lounging under the shade of a hedge, engaged in to my rneudly companion, and w'alked on without any 
rustic gossip. All were dressed in their Sunday attire, Relay. All the population, as might have been supposed, 
and os nearly every man and boy wore a scarlet neck- were in tlie ajtreets indulging themselves with a stroll 
erchief, the effect of their costume was enlivened, prior to evening service, and numbers were congregated 
Solne of Inc men had on tig^-fitting striped vests of in the market-place, wheae several fruit-stalls were set 
purple cotton, and loose OTtwers, decorated witli up, and loud cries resounded of kersen! — ‘cherries, 
numerous rows of glittering hell buttons, reniinding two-and-a-half cents the pound ! * Apparently a pedes- 
you of the tumblers and posture-masters that make trian travellbr, with a knapsack at his hack, was a 
tlieir appearance at fiairs. Every woman wore her oor sight not often 0^9^ ^ locality, for every eye was 
ear-iron, as it is called, whatever the metal may on me as I pass^||ihd once or twice a i>arty of boys 
be; but with the exception of a few who had on the sent a derisive shout after me. There was very little 
gold plates pedhliar to Friesland — extremely hot and touclung of hats here as compared witli the practice in 
h^vy ^ey are under a scorching sun — their heads the southern provinces. 

were Cj^kded with a fillet or hoop of silver or polished Soon after turning into tiie Leeuwarden road, I came 
iron, ftinn which a straight piece descended on cither to a long slope, a great earth-wave, as it were, a mile 
side, and covered the ears, just as is seen on the iron broad, stretching far away across the country. FYom 


we presently drove. On making inquiries at the inn 


side, and covered the ears, just as is seen on the iron broad, stretchi 
skull-caps of fighting nien gif former days. These were the top of tliis 
the Ombeliishments of maidens and matrons. The a wide expana 


broad, stretching far away across the country. lYom 
the top of tills tne stet^ple gf Steenwyk was visible, and 
a wide expanse of bare and dreary-looking landscape. 

■» —Ill i— A — - 


youngest girls looked less comely, for th^ heads were I fkneied myself close to tne vllla^; but so numerous 
qovmd with a tij^t-fitting cap of red cloth or cotton, and deceptive were the sinuosities of the route, that it 
bordered by what resembl^ a shagi^ black worsted took me more than twe^ hours accomplish the dis- 
boa. ^ftie sight of them set you tliiuking of woolly- tance# Here, as at Meppel, the people were out 
headed African warriors frizzed up to l<X»k terrible en walking or sitting about on patches of gross in quiet 
the ev#of a battle. ^There were numbers of pigs too, eiyoyment. There was no noise in their Sunday re- 
grunting in nooks and cofticrs, or wallowing in stag- creation. justd)efore entering the place, you leave the 
nant P^s, showing that the people were possessed of highway, and take a cross-road to Fredericksoord, 
available resources. T!;^e cot^T^rs get, as farm- which, as aseattie^rfrer inform^ me, was a dik uvr— 
lalamrere^ ih>in three to^ florins a week frages; litA^Uy, a hour, frirther. *The route la y acr oss^ 
the average durb^ summllt k a half-fibrin a X over saw ; the ey^siWiiiiiOr 

winter twenty cents (fivepenee). Most of tnem, howi^ ^ak JIf n their limit ; bat though a roule, it eo^ scarcely 
eveer, have a large garden or small fiirm of their owa, bo called a Jfoad. tt was a loose sandy track on the 
is frequently cultivated W Ihe wife, while the greqp plain, wl|eh four foot sinks and slides back 
hkshand goes to imk at ime of the extensive fenus with evefy stc^ an4 you find out, if you never knew 
Of theoOi^which are worth what ue^y walking is. In winter it 

tlnity mi^ ii^^assable. A row of short 

'g ^ ■ wmte’ peats its marii^xat ..regular 

pro- .■dlpanoesi.'lrt^^ serve, as ^'guides' hi uhoertain 

and. ^st^:0e:M still ;no.'i^« 

Of niy desth^^ a ift^ oncl 
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Now a Virn in the road* brought the among soattered 
trees, wild and iti^gling hedges, where labourers’ 
cottages from time to time presented their high-pitched 
gables to the route, with the eaves of the roof descending 
to about four or five feet ftom the ground. There was 
little about them Indcativc of Dutch cleahliness or 
neatness. The sun had set, and ^ was beginning to 
feel weary, when I came to a fdantation of Oaks fbrmfng 
a pleasant avenue, at the end of which stood ^at 
appeared to be an arched gateway — it Yg^t^he ii{hlte- 
painted frame of the bridge over a canal. I crossed, 
and was in Fredericksoord* Lines of trees that feeipe^ 
interminalfle stretched away in the dusk before me; 
immediately on the left stood a long low buiMing— it 
was the logement, or inn. My entrance surprised the 
elderly host and hostess ; the latter, however, bustled 
about, and prepared tea for me. As a matter of courle, 
I had to tell who I was, where I came from, and where 
I was going. Wlien they heard that I hud come to 
sec the colony, they sent, without acquaiilling me with 
their purpose, to apprise tlie director of the fact. 
His residence adjoined the inn, and I was yet at table 
when he paid me a visit. 

After reading the document, he made a few general 
remarks, with a view to^ucertain the precise' object of 
my visit, and promised to send me in the morning a 
guide who could speak French, to conduct me over the 
establishment, and sliow me all that I desired to see. 

THE BONZE’S VISION OF YEARS. 

Wif KN St Francis Zavier and the learned bonze Fu- 
carondoua, in the middle of the sixteenth century, 
concluded their oelebrated dispute, on wliich the faith 
of the entire court and city of Fucheo had been sup- 
l) 08 etl to depend, they parted in mutual astonishment — 
St Francis at the bonze’s inveterate prejuditm whicli 
stood out against the host, notwithstanding all tlie logic 
ho had spent upon him ; and the bonze at ghe soint^s 
obstinate refusal to believe, according to the doctrine of 
transmigration, that lie had sold him a quantity of cheap 
silks at a certain Eastern port exactly five hundred 
years bd'ore. The bonze departed to his college, after 
intimating to the authorities his private opinion as to 
the management of troublesome strangefs; while St 
Francis returned to mass-saying and sermons. But 
excepting a large increase of the bonze’s popularity, 
and some half-dozen converts to the new dootrine, 
tilings in Fucheo went on much as they had done 
before tliq saint landed or the bonze emerged from his 
college. 

Ho closed the year 1549, and dawned that of 1560, 
on the capital of the ancient and powerful kingdom of 
Bungo; but the close and dawn found place only in 
the n^,koning of St Fraipus and his few raissionp'-y 
brethren. The nations and empires around them in 
ilie far East luul followed a mfferent computation 
through many a dynasty,. an<> being zealous for ortho- 
doxy ill all its forms, tlie saiut particularly enforeed on 
couverts a eonsideratiott of the 1st of January, as it 
was recognised throuf^out Europe at that old-style 
period. The more efieotually to fix sthis part of his 
teaching in their remembrance^ detexiuined to cele- 
brate that New- Year’^lay with a mass, and a semiou of 
dmusuaUengih and solemnity, at i^oh tlioir pres^ee 
e^jomed. St Franks afrd his assi/ant 
counted the prosefytos carefullyVli©ii th^ assembitjvt 
at an old warehouse built by early Fmlw^piese traders 
in the dty, from which the mission records tell us he 
had elected certain |piiitual inlmbitsnts long in undis- 
turbed possession, by ohtsen apartment 

into aa extempm?«ry dmp^ But Joe of the flock was 
missing. In spite of diffiert coxnmsto^^ 
sanddwood-merohsiit, was nowhem to be semi. His 
defUaMion was not to be for 

Hano^ was at once m certetn aiA the most 


important of the prpsJiytes. He was of true Ja^nese { 
deioiut i' hfr had been reckoned among the ' 

noMlity of Budigo ; he was believed to beMeamed be* 
yond the tf'Ont of merclfanti, and his tre^e in sond^" j 
wood was ecniidbrable. yr { 

It was iteefore wiw^ surprise that his subordi* 
nate brethMi the mission saw the Apostle of the 
^dies, aa soon as mass and sermon were over, clothed 
in the identical ragged gown in which he had rebuked 
the pride of the Vsnetians, and sienotinoed wrath upon 
the vices ot^M^laoca, take his way to the house of 
Nanqui, to seek an explanation of his absence. Nanqui 
did no business that day, as his porter informed all 
inquirers, buflat in an upper room, into which only 
liis counting-sticks and cuetomers of special mark were 
ever admitted ; for the merchant kept4iis accounts in 
Eastern fosh^on, with the help of the albresaid instm- j 
and his money Was believed to he deposited in 
room. The saint was nevertheless admitted with- 
out COTemony, to find his proselyte engaged with neither 
counting-sticks nor coin, but with a thhi volume, sifch 
as composefl the most select libraries of hjs country. 
It was bound with japaimed wood, and written on 
silken leaves. A faint suspicion of reltfpse or heresy 
crossed the miiid of Zavier ; but, tnie to the policy of 
his ordei^ no trace of it appeared in glance or^ne^ 
when, after responding to sundry Japanese compli- 
ments, and being established on the seat of honour in 
the centre of the room, he inquired, ‘ What has hap- 
pened to detain my son from mass on this morning of 
the Christian year ? * 

Nanqui in reply explained that liis great ancestor, 
Kori Qu, on whom the hundred and fifty-fifth sako of 
Japan had coiiforrecl the yellow sash and dignity of 
perpetually silent bonze, and who was known from 
Cochin to Kamtchatka. as * the divider of time,* from 
the improvements lie had efiVxjted in the Japanese ca- 
lendar, having attaiiujd to both his honours and wisdom 
^chiefly by the revelation contained in that volume, had 
commanded not only his own descendants, but all who 
desired instruction, to read it on»the first day of c-i^ry 
yeaf. Li compliance wi^h this injunction the prudent 
trader in sandalwood endeavoured to compromise 
matters between liis family saint and his adopted 
teacher by transferring the old duty to the Christian 
New-Year’s Day. 

‘ It is doubtless an excellent book,* said St Francis, 
who perceived that the merchant’s pride in his great 
ancestor hml still the advantage of his later fiiith, and 
whose knowledge of tlio Japanese language l^onged 
rather to the practical than the literary oi\ler. But 
evem the saint was curious regorc^g what a perpe- 
tually silent bonze had to say, and therefore added, 

‘ Let me also hear the wisdom of so renowned a sage ?’ 

Thus requested, Nanqui placed himself in that most 
reverent of Japanese postures, on his heels, turned back 
the few silken leaves he hSd read over, and recom- 
menced his ancestor’s narrative in a tone of self-satis- 
fied humility : — 

’^‘Kori Qu,*chief of the silent bonzes, by whom this i 
tale was written, was once g schciilmaster in tfie town ] 
of Teik Sec. In those days the teachers of youth were ' 
honoured, but none more than Kori Qi?, for through the 
judicipus method of instnu^n, and the general exer^ 
else (H the bajy^ioo, for whyi his school was celebrated 
thlougkov^t Japan, he bqM forth many distinguished i 
tcholars, to shine in court and temple. Besides serving 
ffis country to tliis extent, the schoolmaster was re- 
nowned his skill in stars and seaeons-^navigators 
from every port sent to consult Mm as to Incl^ i^ys for 
sailing, and fomilies of the first rank arranged tboir 
inarri^ feasts according to his annouucements of be- 
Ulgnaiit planets. Hi£:i school w^s fiourisMng, his house- 
hold passperous, jmd be h^ completed a corj^ 
the caieodar, ha^ b^ hll Secret study for fl^n 
yeaiv, and was to mikke bis name fiimous in f!te dEnais 
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of the EftBt— yet there iremained^n ,hifi days one root of 
sorrow, for liis only son, Linn Ho, hadh hi|}icrto defied 
Ms utmost him a schaar. Itgrie^ 

I tha soul of tQ thMk that tlicre should bo no 

heir or swcxx^k^r to his fame, when he^md gone to join 
^e otli^ sages of earth in the ntbon. Ho thought with 
inwi^ bitterness of tlie remarks which common 
laight make on the notelessness of his sonjrfor Linn 
Ho was growing fast to man's estate, an(l his long- 
despairing father sat is the now empty school, casting 
: a last earnest look over his laborious cyrr^tion, whic^ 
was to be submitted to the sako's Inspection next 
day, wliile Ms fiimily were engaged in preparing the 
feast of time, to be celebrated os soon Us the gongs of 
Teik See should announce tliat another year liad com- 
menced, for it was the evening of the vernal equinox. 

‘•It is complete,*' said he at last, finis^ng the sur- 
vey ; “ his sublimity will doubtless approve, and distant 
times will rank my name with those of the sages who 
liave taught *!nen to recMbn their years. Yet I can- 
not teach mine own son a tithe of the knowledge I 
have ^th^ed," continued Kori Qu, .the shahow rapidly 
folMwing the sunshine of his soul, as he recollected 
how many blunders Linn Ho had tliat day made 
among the five ancient dynasties in the hearing 'of 
the oiMool. From that grief ous fact the father’s mind 
fiaturally reverted to his own sc^hool-days, and the 
triumphs of learning ho had aoMeved, to the envy of 
rival scholars and the gloiyof his teachers. “Small 
ww their pains and g^t their reward comparetl with 
mine,” said Kori Qu, with a half-grudging remembrance 
of the labour he had expended not only on his own, 
but on other iK?ople’8 sons, how poorly it had l>cen 
recompensed, and how lightly esteemed ; for the school- 
master felt that in this respect morals and manners 
had degenerated since his youth. 

‘Just at tliat point his reflections w-ero interrupted 
by the sudden entrance of a strange company : they 
were men belonging to no nation of wMch he had ever 
heard or knoii^ yet their faces seemed familiar as* 
those of old iVieuds, and he marvelled how or in what 
mahher h^ had offended theim for Mmost every *one 
looked reproachfully upon hiim Kori Qu was skilled 
in politeness as well as in learning, and he rose to 
make bis compliments ; but they were cut short by the 
oldest of his visitors, a man of simple look and flaxen 
hJdr, who said, 

“ Master of Teik See, thou hast gi’own wise and fa- 
I inotiS| the youtJf of t)ie province crowd to tliy school for 
! instruction, and rich men inquire of thee concerning the 
stars, but ave are thy teachers, whose lessons thou hast 
neglected, and wdiose wisdom thou hast despised. We 
have counselled thee in all thy goings under the sun. 
We ha^'e opentxl to thee the page of knowledge, and 
made known the mysteries of life. Instructor of the 
simple, let us behold some recomx)ense of our labour !** 

“ Friend,” said Kori Qu^^is wrath and good'breeding 
striving hard for command, “I owe you nothing: ye 
I never Were teachers of mine, though your faces are not 
strange to me. Where we have met I kitbw not ; bfTt 

* Ms is tertain, that (studied languages at the chief 
school of Fttdbeo, and sdendl in the college of Jeddo, the 
i^ordf^of whicli*will testify to the fhet. I say it in all 
humUity that my msst^s^ece honourably paid, duly 
Reverenced, and undoubteal||p proud of t^ir scholar.” * * 

♦ “All but us J ” cried theVhole com^y m shorts; 

“ Dost thou think to deny us, because it is said we ar# 
dead and forgotten ? Khotr tliat we are of the# 
who never die. Opr shadows haunt the n^ories of 

tmd with our schmars before 

? ® ^eref^ Oh master of Teik 


t feariffell upon Mm, asnei! 
^tiheir faces tndefinlh^^lfi 
iS a diui recoUecMir oP 


tlmt 

#1 to hiio, but 
i#iges<Meliow 


before seen the volume which«every one carried in his 
hand. “It may be that the voices of the past have 
fiwsakcn me ; but what books are these ? ” 

“They contain the lessons) we have taught thee; 

! know them at least if thou hast forgotten thy teachers,” 
said the fihxen-haired man openfhg liis volume. Like 
all the^rest, it looked used and worn. Its binding was 
pldbiboardsi^and its leaves of coarse bark paper, like 
the*books allotted to young scholars in Japan ; but with 
. those^poorepafies, as the stranger rapidly turned them, 
|there^tne up pictures of a low dwelling among rice- 
^elds by a river which he knew, of children at play 
under tamarind-trees, and of many a ipx)up iif wMch the 
learned echoolmaster recognised liis motker’s face: He 
stretched his hand for the book, but the stranger shut 
it, and stepped back to make room for a man of bolder 
as^jiect, who- opened his before him. It had beton gay 
with gilding and painted fiowers; and as its leaves 
were quickly tum^, they showed pictures of towns 
which he had^-scen, and schools where he had studied, of 
early companions whom his memory had long reckoned 
among the old, the distant, and the dead; but the 
volume was closed as the first had been, and its owner 
made room for another. 

‘ Kovi Qu remoi'ked of him,4hat notwitlistandhig his 
endeavours to look no less brave than liis cximpany, 
something of fear and subjection had manifestly crept 
upon him. The faces of women embellished his volume, 
but chiefly that of the schoolmaster’s wife Tisona ; and 
as th&t virtuous lady had l)een for some time sojourning 
among the chosen women in Paradise before this tale 
was written, it may be noted that the book so orna- 
mented was larger and more worn tlian all tlvj rest, 
and also that Kori Qu did not stretch hi.s luuid for it. 

‘ Many woi*c the pictured volumes tlms shown liim by 
that strange comxiany ; and at length he saw among 
them hi^ school, his house, and his children. The books 
which contained those scenes were by far the most 
closely written, bat jiartly in an unknown tongue; wliile 
here black and there golden lines crossed their pages, 
and were at times strafigely blended. 

“Let me look on tlmt volume for a moment!” cried 
Kori Qu to the last, for every page he turned showed 
some x>ieturc of his^son. 

“ Thou halt read them all already, and will again at 
thy reckoning Unworthy scholar! hast thou 

forgotttm at once tPh lessons and teachers ?” cried tiie 
whole compapy with one voice, pouring on the school- 
master all manner of reproaches for carelessness, neglect, 
and ingratitude to theni^ The clamour incrcoscMl l>e- 
yond endurance, and Kori Qu making a great eflbrt to 
reply, started u}) from the table covered with his pai)cr8 
on the calendar, to liear the gongs of Teik Bee resotmd- 
ing in his ears, for the suaset light streamed through 
the empty school, and the v^icc of liis wife Tisona sum- 
moned him to the household feast. The strangles, 
with all their books and pictures, wore gone, and Kori 
Qu knew that in that df>eain he had communed with 
hia years. Men said that ever after the day of the 
vision he was less dreaded aby Ms scholars, and more 
gentle with liis son, who indeed never IxH'amc a sage, 
but was known tts a most suocessMl grower of cotton : 
and in the after-dayq^ of his father’s great honour in 
Bungo, this^rrative was written for the instruction 
Of «1 who will be admonished.* stm n , ^ 

ll|nqjii hereicoDcliided, with a strong sulpiclmritfat 
his avdlior had >eeu*^asleep, and tUe saint did rub his 
eyes sUghtlttwM he obs^v^^ ‘ My son, I fear there is 
soOMlhiiig heretical in mat tale, though the duties of 
a iniiiipnaTy do not Mlow me tipie to TKitnt out the 
passages if, Qke a good Christian, you 
obimnit M vohime to my care, I will send it to the 
g^eral of our jprder hy m sMp, receive as 
soon hs oonyenlent his opinion of its orthodoxy.* 

The Ibdei^ m sandidwoo^^ had some hesitation in 
pail^ wltB the work of his ancestor, not to sp^ df 
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its Japagnecl bindings, till assured on the faith of St ' 
Francis tliat it shoj^d pass through the hands of all 
the groat doctors in Cliristeudom, and c?arry his name 
with it. In short, the aaint departed i^th that book 
in his ragged pocket, audit is said to have been 
actually sent to Europe ; but as the ChristAins were 
banished from Bungo in the foUo^kig year, and Nan- 
qui preferred resuming the Bonze Mth fb losing liis 
sandalwood warehouse, ho never learned the -eon- 
clusion of St Francis’ general ctncchiiqg't]^o yol«me. 
Some say that Kori Qu’s tale is still to be found a^ong 
rare and curious manuscripts in the Vatican lH)raiy;;% 
others that it was included in the Inquisition’s l^t 
consignment of heretical books to the We have 
not yet ascertained which accoimt is true, but the 
narrative seems worth preserving. It speaks of a far 
Eastern people, in the knowledge of whose language, 
customs, and faith, liluropeans have made little pror 
gross since the days of Zaider’s mission. Yet the ■ 
attenders of Christian churches, and tbu readers of 
broad sheets in our gas-lighted towns, may learn to 
look backward on the teachings of time, and perhaps ' 
.to make some allowance for less advanced scholars from 
the Bonze’s Vision of Years. 


THINGS TAI.KED OF IN LONDON. 

January 1051. 

If Madame do Sevigne were your correspondent now, 
sluj would very likely begin with an event, and qitalify 
it bv a long string of adjectives, with wliich it would 
become the most curious, tlie most singular, the most 
remarkable, the most extraordinary, the most wonder- 
ful, the most astounding, the most marvellous, the most 
bewildcring—that makes Dr Mantell put on his spec- 
tacles, and Frofessor Owen look to his homologies, and 
the Zoological Society hold up their hands — anfl where- 
fore ? you will be ready to exclaim, or mutter somethin|f 
about a mountain and mouse, After all tliis preparatiou. 
'Well, the wherefore is, that a la3*ge bird, tlie first ever 
seen (tliat is, by civilised folk), has been knocked down 
by a valorous hunter somewhere on tlie banks of the 
'Wliito Nile, and is now in the han’ds of^that fiimous 
ornithologist Mr Gould, who will shortly render a true 
and faithful account of the rara avis. And so I shall 
say no more than that the creature has long legs, long 
neck, the hem! of a whale, and lives on young crocodiles. 
There is something new under the sun after all ! 

What next? T|ie Exhibition of course. I went up 
to look at the building a day or two before eighteen 
hundred and fifty ran off the reel, and it was easy to 
see tliat finishing by the ei% of December was out of 
the question; and now the* contractors have a mouth’s 
further grace. All parties comiocted with it, thinkers 
as well as dtxTS, hav^ a busy 4ime of it, for the amount 
of business is overwhelming; but the commissioners 
I live now removed up to their offices in the Crystal 
I’alai^e, and there, with some forty or fifty clerks to 
aid, they will doubtless accomplish thei!’ task. Already 
the numlKjr of cases of goods ‘ lldviscd,’ a%about to be 
^forw arded, is about 2b00; and tho receiving and^n- 
these will noi be a little task, llio jnlan 
suggested ffir arnuiging the manufactures and prc/ucti 
is to place them gcographicahy — that begiu at 

one end oi the ediffee with northern edntributions^ and 
so go on, zone by zone, the transept serving as the 
equatorial region, until tho south^ liilbit is readied. 
We are to have somi^thing particul^ famous in the 
shape of cabinet funUturp^^^^l^ 10,000 

visitors to boot; and if be 

d^nded on, 1,000,000 of at ^1^ be 


attracted hither. At tie rate of 5000 a day, it will take 
200 days to^brfeg them all over. Mr Owen Jones’s 
theory for the painting of the inside of the ^lass-house 
excites some discussion ? on^ set^of partis^s condemn 
it, another set ffphold it: these cry, ^iw^y— those, 
elegant. ItJs a questimi of importance when one con- 
siders the viwt extent of decoration. Such of your 
country igeaders as are fond of walking may amuse 
themselves Jiy taking 700 paces along a level road; 
they will then hava a pretty true idea of the length of 
^he Exliibitidh-]^oom. 

Leaving this ferrivitreous subject — to borrow a word 
of recent coinage — there is news of a feat peculiarly re- 
freshing to FeDiws of the Geographical Society. That 
Me'Xican moimtain, Popoc.*sitepe.tl — I hope you will be 
able to pronounce it I— has been ascended for the first 
time since t^e days of the Spanish conquest under 
by a party of eight Englishmen, wlio came 
faster than they -went up, and mode a holiday of 
tho event. Old Chimborazo’s turn is to come next. 
There are tidings, too, of the African Exploring Exjfe- 
dition conducted by Mr iliehardson: the party had 
travelled the great Soudan route from Ghat to Ahcer, 
and when last heard of, were at Selonfeet^ in the latter 
cf)^ntiy'. Of course you know where it is, so I need 
not part^larise. BcsidcS tliis, there are project for 
the further exploration of Southern and Central Africa,* 
as well as the north. Then there is a man named Wise 
— ^is he really so ? — wlio proposes to fly round the globe 
in a balloon at such an elevation in the atmosphere as to 
insure a steady current blowing in one direction. It 
will be a long time Ixifore he writes probatum est after 
his recipe for this performance. And apropos of tra- 
velling, as thougli there were not ocean steamers 
sufficient, a company at Kotterdam contemplate the 
building of four powerful vessels to triule between that 
city and New York. More social links! And as 
though all present emigration fields were over-popu- 
lat€^d, Vancouver’s Island is to be colonised. Fine 
Climate ; fertile soil for grain, gross, or greens ; land in 
twenty -acre lots at L.l an acijp; and provision for 
religious worship and schohistic training ; alf promdted 
and sanctioned by the Hudson’s Bay Company. It is 
but a few daj; 5 ’ sail from California. Tliink of that ! 
And tlio electric telegraph has a word to say for itself : 
it is always thrusting itself into places wWe it lias 
never been Wore, llic B. E. T. C., wliich means Brit, 
Elec. Tel. Comp., are making demonstrations towards 
stretching their wires from Dublin ahZig the coast to 
Belfast, tuid from thence submerging them to Scotland. 
Holyliead, too, is to be brought into a wiry c;oifnection 
with Liverpool, whereby the merchants of the Mersey 
may have early advices about storms and steamers, 
shipwreck and ships. In New York some of the 
leading manufacturers have a telegraph from their 
counting-houses in the city to their factories two or 
three miles hway in the submrbs, and find a saving in 
the items of errand-boys and messengers. Then, to 
come to another topitr, the fumifugists are talldng 
about the alxplition of smoke: London is to get rid of 
its fuliginous canopy, and Manclj^ster is cited ^ proof 
of possibility. At one of the factories in tlmt Lancas- 
trian mart, wliich during the smoke s^^stem consumed 
seventy- eiglit tons of coal j^zi^^eek, not more than 
I twenty-eight tons are uo\TOcquired to do the samq 
! i&iount of woric. Li anotJEr tlic saving is forty tons 
I §er w<^,*and the proprietor wished that tlie practice 
(A* enforeing the new regulation were more general, 

I * It would, Mie said, ‘save no trifle in the cleaning of 
i wUldows, Is well as prove beneficial to the public 
hei^th.* Let us hope that the talk will not end in 
smoke* Talking of Manchester reminds me of Mac- 
(^fleid, where the working-population have collected 
entii^ly amon^ themselves towards a park and 
freh Ufcry; tWl done, weavers V And tliia in turn 
reminds tbfft our bAth| and^;^ 
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well known ; it occurred^ hwever, to the profesaor, 
that as cthbsote, one of the most powerful of antiseptics, 
is found in peat, theWtef would possibly prove efhea* 
cious without the charring, ‘ Multiplied experiments,* 
he observes, ‘on the most offensive putrid matters I 
could procure, more t^an realised my most ^angnino 
expectations; and I have most cle^ly established the 
fact, that our common peat or turif^ and turf-mou’d, 
in all their variety of colours, as black, brown, ,:5d, 
&c. — in all their changes of forms, as solid, compact, 
fibrous, friable, Ac. — in what S somdtlni^s cSllcd 
fluid-peat, and at other times flow-peat or quaarfhjre. 
as they ana all found in our hogs, but only 
in our shops peat or turf, and turf-mould^— hare 
similar deodorising and disinfecting properties as when 
cliarred, and that these properties may be increased to 
a certain extent by the most simple and inexpenshe 
means — namely, by separating water from it, either by 
exposure to the siui’s rays in dry weather, or by arti-* 
flcial heat, without charring it, and by reducing it to a 
minute state of division, or to fine powder.* Tliis is flie 
grand fact ; turf powder at once neutralises the offen- 
sive and noxious smells of animal and vegetable sub- 
stances, con verting them into a manure ‘ not inferior to 
the guanos imported,’ of which nearly 220,000 toi^ were 
brought into this country in 1845. 

There are 2,8ii0,()()0 acres of p(‘at-|pil in Ireland ; one 
half may l)e cultivated, while the other, which varies in 
thickness from six to forty feet, will serve as n mine of 
weal tlx, health, and labour. Professor Davy recom- 
mends tliat ill liospitals, ships, or large establishments, 
w hv i' vTF ofienaive matters accumulate, a constant 
supply of turf-powcler should be kept, to lie sprinkled 
from an instnmient similar to a flour-dredger, when- 
ever required. 

Vast preparations, as most persons are aware, arc 
making for the Exhibition in Hyde Park, and certain 
arl k'Ies are already on their jvay from distant countries. ' 
Lnfortunatcly, our very wretched laws of patents and* 
(’<»j>y right in design are likely to prevent jiarties from 
contributing. On this subject, •which well deserves 
public consideration, the Art^Tonrnal for January has 
the following observations: — ‘Prench manufacturers 
feel that the English law, as now existing, gives them 
little <tr no protection, and they urged upon our notice 
the importance of some definite settlement of the ques- 
tion, so as to leave no doubt respecting the result. It 
was oliscn'crl to us by tlie head of an extensive firm 
wlio carries on a very considerable busim^s with this 
country, tluit his travellers visit England for orders 
annually in the montlis of January and February. 

‘‘ Now ,” he continued, “ I am getting up some veiy 
h#utiful things for your Exposition in May, hut there 
is at present nothing to prevent my designs being 
copied, and similar goods manufactured by your coun- 
trymen; and sold in Englaiul before ray agents can go 
their rounds in 1852. If I find this cannot l>e pre- 
vc'uted, I must decline contril^ting.” * This js to be 
r^'gTettcd. S])eaking of the Exhibition, a priase of one 
Imndrcd guineas is offered for the l>cst essay to show 
vin what rcsiiect tlic Union of all Xatious of the Great 
Exhibition of 1851 is calculated to fueller the Moral 
and Keligious Welfare of Mankind, &c.’ One ‘resjiect’ 
presents itself readily^ in repl)^— let manufacturers 
honest gocxls at h fair price, arfti let buyers ee l^e 
the' cheapest is the best. And b?re, 
havuig touched up^n literature, h may tell you 5!^at 
publishers are talking about the additional jostrictious 
rwcntly imposed by German gdvemments on the ^iif- 
fusion of literature and books within their territories ; 
and it is thought that, if persevered in, may lead to 
the muovalof the great Leiptic boolivfair to some freer 
locality. Borne time ago the Academy Of Sciences of 
Brussels proposed a prize questloh : ‘ Sh8w the Causes 
of Pauperism in Flanders, and indicate the Mttahs to 
Remedy them/ From among the easays in in 


^ply, ttro were selected*— one for ‘ honourable mention,’ 
the other for tl^e gold medal and publication. The 
latter is by^ ]V£ Duepetiaux, on ablo writer, and 
liiaster of his subject. He treats the question scien- 
tifically* showings what are penriknent ai^ what acci- 
dental causes. They n)ay be enumerated as changes 
in traded vicissitudes of labour, the minute subdivision 
of land,* deficient education, want of foresight, and 
absence of institutions for the cultivation of that 
faculty, wan® of proper mendicitj^laws, general ^athy, 
misplaced charity — the whole producing a rand qf 
misery out of wAich pauperism grows raiildy,*as foul 
weeds from a midden. In 1848 the average of beggars 
to the populatnn of Flanders was 31 per cent. Tim 
remedy consists not so mmjh in new methods as in. a 
wiser application of those already operative ; the credit 
system requires to be amended to become more com- 
patible with tAVi full development of industry ; a system 
S^pliiigration must be fostered, and schools of naviga^ 
tibti iHid agriculture. Industrial operations are to be 
developed and perfecteti, new markets sought f<W, 
suporabimdimco of population to he prevented, and 
supplies of food made certain at low cost. Above all, 
there must \)o a profound and radical reform in tlie 
education of tlie working-classes, and their prejudices 
destroyer^ by removing tlOiir ignorance. M. Dujgptf- 
tiaux do(^s not overlook the efficacy of individual effort^ 
for ho says, ‘ the state cannot hope to create all and 
direct all — to incarnate, so to speak, in itself all reform 
and all progress : it would sink under the task. If 
centralisation has its advantages, it has also its incon- 
veniences. By absorbing, as it were, into the govern- 
ment the lifo and activity of the nation, the national 
strength is in reality weakened in the same way that, 
by causing a flow of blood towards the head and the 
heart, the limbs are w eakened and the body predisposed 
to apoplexy.’ One of the examiners to whom the work 
wras referred is of opinion that the misery now endured 
by so large a portion of society is only a state of pro- 
bation through whicli w’e ai-e to pass to bettor things, 
if we will but have patience and ^iih in honest endea- 
vour, and not assume to ourselves the ‘ foolislf preteffbe 
of laying down the itinerary of Providence.’ 

There, if you are not tired, 1 am; so farewell till 
next month. 

THE CROW AND THE GOOSE. 

* Kakopee guttre, jodhee kanchonanpe, 

E RokhPti pakhe, mooktho adhe bndlflto ; 

Hcera deo manikau ohoncho prodehe, 

Tauihappe kaugau, lotchun hungsborojo !’^ * 

I HAPPENED to be in London last Michaelmas-day,* and 
it w^as while inhaling the sweet-smelling savour, and con- 
templating the plump yet delicate proportions of a goose 
(certainly not an octogenarian) whicli was placed on the 
table bcfbie me, that 1 caught myself ejaculating the 
above lines. Iffiad offen heard them repeated during my 
sojourn in India, in tones of solemn admiration by my 
learned pundit Rano Narain, though 1 could never cor- 
dially join with him in the enthusiastic eulogies he be- 
stowed upon them. They may be rendered into English 
thus — * Though the crow weip ornamented wjth pearls, 
and bedecked with gold, diamonds, and rubies, yet in 
rar^ he would never equal oh *goose ! ’ Soihe 
leai^b^commentators will hajfit that the swan Is here 

but in |his I cannejf agree wdth them; simply* 
bwtiee 9^0111 may travel from the Indus to the Megna, 
'aM the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, and neither 
seff nor hear of a swan, black or white. . HuugshontjQf 
therefore, n^ans a goose, and as, since 'the above-men- 
tioned Michaelmas-day, I have been gradually doming 
over to my old pundit’s views, I shall now endeavour to 
show that this admiration was not altogdiher misplacecL 

'She rook is unknowq^ in India, and ritvens are rare, 
and* as gllewherefj^aiher shun human habitations. The 
crow here allUdetTto y ^Inrefm the jackde^ii^ Wh^^ 
abounds in llengel, and is the sinte noisy, vain, ptAtydCnd 
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familiar animal which we find depicted in Grecian fable--| 
ingenious enough when filling the ha^f-einpty jug witn 
stones, bu^Tain and presuming — cheat^ of his cheese 
by the flattery of the fox, au,d plucked of his borrowed 


dawn, hU noise and chatter disturb alike the invalid and 
the sluggard ; nor can any one, heathen or Christian, 
indulge in a siesta, without finding the crow* pei'ched in 
the neem-tree which shades his hut, or fitting on the 
shutter of his window, cawing away, as if quite in love 
with his own discordant music. He is^withal an unscBU- 
pulous depredator. *The cook of the European cannot 
turn his back without finding a chop abstracted, and the 
sweetmeat of the child is hardly safe c^rhile on its way 
to his mouth. The crow m«y sometimes be seen making 
hasty darts at»a confectioner’s viands, which he is pre- 
paring for a sacrifice, or leisurely pickii^ the grains of 
rice from a lotus or plantain leaf, after a wedding or a 
shradhoo ; or occasionally, to the horror of the Hindoo, he 
may be scemfloating in company with the raven, perched 
ttpon a bloated and half-bunied human body which has 
risen to the surface, after having been f«r. a time im* 
inersed iif the sacred bosom of Guuga. Tlie crow, there- 
fore, is looked ujion as anything rather than a clean ani- 
mal, while he is generally regarded as a pert, noisy, and 
cuiming thief. i 

• % the goose, on the other hand, was locked upon 

with respect by the wise nations of antiquity, an<I re- 
vered by the Uomaiis as the saviour of their capitol 
from the Gauls, so with the Hindoos it is a favourite 
bird, and is frequently' kept in their Tillages. The 
Hindoo loves the goose be'eause it is a paragon of clean- 
liness — ever, like himself, dabbling in water, performing 
its ablutions, and smoothing its M'hitc plumes ; living 
also, like himseli, on rice, or on the paddy or young 
grass of the plant. The goose aiso is the Hahon or vehicci 
of Briinba, the creator, and meet'* on that account with 
no small modicum of reverence. AVild geese arc admired 
for the wisdom they show in their migrations and well- 
arranged flight, and also for their prudence and circum- 
spection in guarding against surprise ; while from tlfb 
height at which they Jly, and the beauty of their atrial 
nfbvemcifts, they are supposed to hold intercourse* with 
spiritual beings. One thing used ft first to puzzle me. 
My pundit thought he could pay no higher compliment 
to his mistress than to compare her walk to that of a 
graceful goose ! but 1 have since learned to think this 
natural enough — the kind of gait which we speak of 
disparagingly as ‘ a w'addle ’ lieing perhaps insejiarable 
from that degrsc of obesity which an Oriental considers 
an essential ingredient in female beauty. I may add 
here, what perhaps was not known to my Hindoo friend, 
that the*goose is an afi'ectlonate animal, and capable, 
when kindly treated, of forming a strong attachment to 
its human protector ; an instance of which was given 
in a previous number of the ‘Journal.* But, on the 
whole, I cannot help thinking that my worthy pundit’s 
admiration of the goose would have been still more 
intensified, could his prejudices have allowed him to 
share my last Michaelmas dinner, and to see his fa- 
vourite, divested of his plumes, and served up, stuffed 
and seasoned, in the most approved style ftf fashion. • 


|tOMAN MEDICINE STAMPS. 

Professor Simson read a curious paper in the 

! .Royal Society of Edinburg t^n the subject of ^anciqpt 
I Romiui medicine stampsTViThe immediate i^bjeci of 
attention was a stamp of this kind which T^as foundea ^ 
few years ago in the ruins of what was supposed to b% a 
Roman house at Tranent in Haddingtonshire. It appears 
that about sixty such articles have been foudd in various 
places throughout Western Europe where the Homans 
had stations. A medicine stamp is a small oblong stone, 
with a legend cut in the manner of a seal on one side, so 
as tc produce an impression on aloft or plastic substaiice. 

' The inscription usually contains the ename of fhe prac- 
titsfl ge^ the natne of the med^Iue, anti th^ disease for 


which the drug was used. Nearly, if not quite all the 
medicine stamps yet discovefed refer to disedses of the 
eyes ; and co-relatively to this f£ct, we loam that the 
Roman medical writers describe a great number of col- 
lyria^ or medicines for the eyel^, many of which passed by 
the names of the physicians i|ho had invented them. 
On t^e Tranent stamp there arc legends on two sides, 
Ilyich, with 80 ine*tlignt filling up by Professor Simson, 
rJW as follbws: — 

^ L. VALI.AT1NI BVOD|8 AD CJCATRICBS KT AUTERITUDINKB, 

•L. VAuvAnI APALOCaOCODKS AD DIATHESES. 

e 

*R«8p#ctively translated thus: — 2'he Evades qf Lucius 
Valiatinus for cicatrices and granulations — 2 he mild cro- 
\ codes of Lucius Valiatinus for affections cf the eyes. The 
evodes was a medicine so called from its pleasant odour, 
and the o'oeodes was one which derived its name from the 
firocus or saffron involved in its ingredients. To a modern 
^inhabitant of Scotland, it is curious to think of a medical 
practitioner using these medicines for ophthalmic dis- 
eases at a j^oe which is now a colliers* village, though 
in the midst of a fertile district. Tranent, it may be re- 
marked, is only four or live miles from Inveresk, which 
was a colonia or town of the Romana. The medicine 
stamp is among the many curious olvjects now shown, 
with great liberality towards the public, by the Society of 
Scottish Antiquaries at their museum in Edinburgh. 

CUE IVORY TUADE. 

Few persons have an idea of the value and extent of 
theymportationa of ivory into Southanii>ton, principally 
from Alexandria, by the Peninsular and Oriental Com- 
pany's steamers. The demand has greatly increased 
during the last few years; and although the supply has 
been considerably augmented, it is not equal to the 
demand. The tusks and pieces (nearly .‘U)()0 in all) 
brought here by the Ripon on her last voyage were 
lately sold by ])ublic auction in London, and readily 
realised from His. to 2o8. per pound, the whole produc- 
ing ne&rly L.25,000, the greater portion of which was 
‘paid down immediately, a discount of 2A per cent, being 
allowed for^cash, but the payment is not extended be- 
yond one month fronathe day of sale. It appears that 
large quantities of tusks .which have been from time to 
time shed by wild elephants are found buried in the 
deserts of Arabia^ These are bought up principally on 
account of «the pasha of Egypt, and then transmitted 
to England for sale. Some of the teeth imported in the 
Ripon were of class, and in an advanced state of 
decay, such as it must have taken centuries to produce. — 
Hampshire Independent. 

HINTS TO IirSllANIiS. 

Do not jest with your wife upon a subject in which 
there is danger of wounding her feelings. Reiiicniber 
that she treasures every word you utter, though jBu 
may never think of it Do not reproach your 

wife with a personal defect, for if she has sensibility, 
you inflict a wound diflicufl to heal. — Do not treat your 
wife with inattention in company ; it touches her pride 
— and she will not respect you more or love you better 
for it. — Do not upbraid your wife in the presence of a 
ihirdr person. The sen.se of your disregard for her feel- 
ings will prevent her from acknowledging her fault. — 
Do not often invite your friends to jaunt, and leave 
your wife at home. She might suspect that you esteemed 
others inor^ companionable than herself. — If you would 
h^e a pleasant Jiome and cheerful wife, pass your 
emings under your own roof. — Do not 
silflft in your own house, and remarkalire for your 
'socilbility elsewhere.—Ileinember tffat your wife has as 
much need/of recreatm(^ as yourself, and devote a por- 
tioM at least of your leisure hours to such society and 
amusements as she g|^qay join. By doing so, you will 
secure her smiles and inorcat|! her affection. 
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I EX PERI M ENTS IN EEECTRO-IVIOLOGY. 
Bi'.i.ii:r is an iiitolU'ctunl (Mjiicossiuii not always ngrec.^ 
ahli' t(j self- love. To ]>rof(.\ss disLoIiof. oorivoys an 
iioprcssion of suporior ktjowinujncss. Tliori‘ is, therc*- 
: fore*, a (U'lil of scc'j^ticisin wliioli lins scarcely am*^ 
root luit vanity. W(‘ sec the operation of these feeVmjrs 
in the clisenssions 'wliich occasionally tak(‘ i>lac** in 
1 1 social circles re^ardinu' such ])robat ionary sciences as 
j, niesmcrism. A\'Iu*m a rcspcctaldc jicrsoa avows his 
U I v'lief, tin* rest. look tni him w'itli a kind of pity. 11(* 

■ is lliou^lu ‘ jirei'n' -a lerril)h‘ sti<rina in Enulaud. ITis 
: Tieiuiiir >urs, w)io had r(*^n«rdcd him as an equal heft )ro, 
now leel Ihemsolves his superiors. He, on the other 
; hand, feels it to lu' somewhat hard tliat tlic. aecideiital 
ji r<’iu:ontre of sometliinj.*' which he was constrained t(» 

; l^clicvc should subject him to tliis contcrniUiious treat- 
j metd, w itii IK.) alternative Imt that of a coucealmcnt of 
' lii.s coin iri ion.s. la t liim not, ))o\vcvcr, 1)0 too K*ady i 
Ui ('om plain, for x-ry ])rohal>ly, before this rencontre, 
I, he was as sceptical as an}', as resolved acainst yiehlin*; 
ji to any testimony on tlie subject, aiH as serenely coin- 
Ij p:i.'ision:ite towards thos(^ who ^H‘re so unlucky a.< to 
I; h.ave liad tlieir scej)li(*isin removetl. 
i ; J am i;oinf.t to make an inj^ennon.s eonfessiop, wliieh J 
; fear w ill eaiise man\ to turn away w ith disdaiit from 
j this ]>ai»er: so be it 1 mi^ht haw* so acted myself 
- lliree weeks a>ro. 'Du* conteic.pt of tbe reader will give 
i me l<-ss pain Ilian (lie rellcctiou tliat I have so often 
i*N])resscd ni} self w ith rm \mreasoniug seoplieism re- 
: garding w Imt I now' helieve. Bui to my recital. 

I 1 yvas lately invited to the house of a friend, in order 
i t'l witness some private experiments in wlial is called 
i • cleetro-biology.’ 'Phe ex]>erimontalist w as an Amevi- 
I < an geiitleimm named Darliiig, wdio for some mon’hs 
j bad been giving lectures on tlie subject in various towns 
jj tliroughout Seotlainl. •! had lifard of some, extnior- 
|| dinary feats, a.s they may In* cal!e<l, wliieli la* had per- 
: ' lin-med at the mansion of the ICarl »)f liglintoim iu 
; Ayrshire ' such {la tlie arvesling of a gentleman's hand 
j as lie was raising a glass of w ine to his' lips, and the 
j fixing of a gentleman to his seat, or llu* causing him to 
up from it under the sense of its being on firA 
A (iia"sg(hV s])ai)er a.^suied us tliat lie Had on several 
occasions thrown a lAimher of persvtns into a )>eeu!iRir 
condition, in which he fixed the^u in a Inii^l-iii-haud 
circle, so fast, tliat they could not separate -con viuc».*d 
them tliat tiny w’cre at a feast, thajithey w^ere under a 
heavy shower of rain, tliat Alley w'cru droVning, that 
tlie audienee was laughing at Iheni, with the effect of 
drawing from them all the demonstrations of feeling 
snitable to the various situations or conditions in 
wliicli they helievtxl themselves to be. Tliese wci'o 


results so eiitirOfy beyond the range, of ordinary oxpe- | 
riepx'i that anything seemed prcl(‘rable to belief. There | 
Avaj> deception .somewhere — eollnsion — false •re])orting. j 
'Pile beholders A^’eTe a set of ninnies, wdio had not* ^ 
looked sliarplv^ (‘iiongh into the procedure of tUc exi>e- 
rimentalist, or tliey would have dc'teeted thc' trick; «aml 
so forth. A fi u'lid wliom 1 aeeoinpaniod had precisely 
the same oninions, and he wvis under less restraint 
ivxiiressing them, lie ojicnly professed his resolution to 
let tlie exjieriuieut he made ujion himself, in tlie hope 
of deTiioiistrating th(' fallacy of tlie wdiolc* matter. 

The comjiany assianbled was coinjxised of jiersons of 
both s(*\es. gmierally of tin* upiier ranks of soeiedy. Most 
of them had been present at public demonstralions by 
Dr Darling, but these had not been very satisfactor}’. 
Ttwms thought that a compaii}- of persons well knoivii to 
«‘ae)i ether, and whost* recognised resjieetahility jihiced 
them above susjfieion, would siiptily ])a,i Lents (jualilied 
better to test tlie verity of tlu lecturer’s protessfons. 

I \\i' sat down, about tidrty in numlx'r, in a large 
draw iiig-rooiii, and eight or nine jiersons, including two 
ladies, eame forwmrd as subjeets. The lecturer ij^sposed 
tlu ‘111 in a row on chairs, and gave each a small disk, 
comjioscd of zinc, with a s])ot of cropper in thc centre^ 
on wdiieli he dkeeded them to kt‘ep their eyes fixed for | 
a quarter of an hour or so, in wliieh time it wamld be ! 
aseertaiiicd wlietlier any ot' them were to jirovc' sns- J 
eeptihle or not. ]\li*an\vhile silence; was enjoined. My ■ 
friend, w ho Jiad seated himself amongst flu* rest, with i 
the disk in the jialni (>f liis hand, east me a wuiggish 
look before fixing liimself in the projier attitude^, as ! 
much as to say. Now' you shall see tiris Imnihiig 
exjiosc'd. 1 rc'solM’d, for niy o\mi iiarl, to watch ever} - ; 
thing that Avas done w ilh the greatest care, in the ho))e i 
of detecting the Irkl- on which J theoretically pre- | 
sinned the wJiole alfair rested. It was soon to appear i 
that trick on the jiart of tlie leidurer was ontiredy out j 
of the (luestioii, and that all depended on tlur fidelity of ; 
liis patients. ' 

At the end of a quarter of hodr P)r Darling went 
softly up to the row- of subjeets, and .i few words 
to each in succession, npparen^^i#^ order to ascertain ' 
the^cond^tion in wliich they /ere. It soon appeared 
tliat Jioth yujies w'cre iu a fai'mirahle slate, but that all ; 
If ^hc gcuitlemeu but one* w en; mmfPeeted. Tliesc 1 1 
aeecfi-dhigly retired, tnid took their seats amongst the. |! 
Jest of the cumpau}'. WJiat wa.s m\' sui’iirise to find i i 
that the one geutlemiiii w ho appeared susceptible w'ns i I 
my friend! The experimentalist wuis awnire of liis i 
pr(;vipus scejitieisni, and of course felt the greater ! 
pleasure having succeeded with liim. He gentlylaid 
his hands over the* eyes o^ my friend, and said t<» him, 
‘Now you cjvhiiot o])eii Ihom/ A hearty effort 
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to be iriatlc, Irat in vain. TJRVlecturcr then said, ‘ 
you eaxi open tii(?ra;’ and opened-: tlieni accordingly. 
1 question if he cm* had occasion to oixni them wider. 
We coiimiunic'utcd looka^ teltifying our common sense 
ol'surpriaeS We were, in fact. throwtV out — he on finding 
Inmsclf become all at once flie sulyect of suspicion to 
me and others — and I at finding myself called upon to 
watch one who hud hitherto ht'en my assxjKuate in the 
efibrt at detection. My friend was now requested to 
hold out his liand% hud palm to pahn. Dr Darling, 
after a fi-w passes, and pinching the fingers sha^ly 
together, said briskly, ‘Now you ciiu’t separate them.\ 
My friend tried in vain to take them asunder, till, on a 
nod and a word from the (*xpcTiiin.ntalist, he did at 
length draw them apart. 9 After a few passes along the 
! limbs, my friend was told that he was fixed to liis 
I chair. He strained himsidf to rise, ^ using the most 
i violent muscnlar eflbrts ; hut all in vain, till he received 
I permission. He afterwards acknowledged to me that 
1 he liad felt as if bound down to Ids seat by ropes. A 
I 'touch on the lips imposed an involuntary dumbness on 
I my friend. Not till told that he might ii6w speak, could 
he uttt r a word. He was then told tluit he had forgotten 
his name. He nevertheless pronounced it. The experi- 
mentalist perl'ormcd a few fiirllior manij)ulations, and 
sif?(l cmi>hatically, ‘ A’e//* you ('an’i tell me your name!’ 

! Sure CTiotigh the word had vanished ! Our jxatient 
i looked up with a blank ex|)r(‘.«sion, and then a stare of’ 
puzzlement, wliich I should vainly i-ndeavour to de- 
BCribe. Me finally east a IfOwiKlered and pleading gaze 
upon his taseinator, who calmly smiled and podded, as 
if to undo the spell, wlieu out came tlie missing vocable, 
apparently to the no small relief of tlie patient. He 
was after this fixed to the gTOund .standing. Sway as 
lie tnigbt in all directions, not a foot could he move. 
Dr Darling also liold np bis ffire-fing.r, anfl can.sing 
tiiy friend to toneb it, fold him that be could liot draw 
it away. He accordingly coal*! not. Then, this spell 
being undone, the lecuirer held up Ids fore-tinger, and 
told rny friend be could not toneh it. He tried, darling 
bis finjier first on*oiKi side, tlien on another — ab.no, 
below, in all directions but tlie right (Uie. lu* si sort, 
my friend had become, from a 'Ud sceptic and deri*ler, 
a perfect victim. He withdrew from the field uitiudy 
discomfited. It appeared that he liail never been a.sleej), ; 
but continued thruugbout to possess Ids usual couscious- 
iiess. He load rejtlly done all be could to resi.st the 
i-ommands nf^the operator; Imt i>oW(.r liad gone from 
j liim. He had been ahsolutcly couqMdled in each ease 
I to .ai^mdt . 

; d’Ut* cx]x*rinjcntalist now turiu'd 0/ one of the ladies; 

I and IJiTC a very interesting series of plieiioineria was 
I jn'i-sruted. 'J'lio lady, 1 may .say ])y w ay of preface, is an 
imimate friend of m)*own. She is a tall, elegMiit jhtsoii, 
ill M Jilt two years marri('fl, and the motluT of one infinit. 
Hit figure is of that roumled kind which indicates an 
infusion of the lynqdialic n.-mperament. When found 
to V>e in the suitalde state, I olj.served that her face w'as 
sliglitly Hushed, and her eyes had jm eml>aiTasH(‘d 
/‘Xprt ssion ; but she bore no otbei' signs of being in an 
(^xtraorffinary conAitiuii^ Her, ftjo, the leidurcr fixed 
to her .seat, and to the floor, aud to his owm finger. He 
caused her vtiice b - . *’^sert Ikt; be made her forget lier 
name; jiassed, in shjk . througli a repetitioLn of ilie 
]>rincipal experiments *^^cb liad be(*n already practised 
witli my friend. Then lie proceeded to sfmfi*.! of agfia- 
renlly a higher kind. Ho told the lady that she was^Suf; 
and sad to all appimrauce slie was. He told her slu; 
must laugh; and she laughed accordingly — heartily 
and long, not stopping till she was bid. 8hc was now 
seated in the mbiclle of the fltxir, so that every gesture 
and procreeding could Ite fujcurately 8i*on. The lecturer 
s^d to her, ‘Here is a miniature of your husband,* 
and seemed to idace something intJicr hand.** She totik 
article, imd l(K)ke<f at itVitlijUU iuU'restcd j 
expression, tlicn pnx^eedi'd to suspend it to a chain 


containing similar trifles which hung round her neck, 
concluding the affair with the gratified look wdiioli a 
young woman might bo expeetdA to exhibit on having a 
pretty miniature of one slie Joved iiresented to her. '.fiie 
innocent grace showm in the whole of this fietitious 
proceeding drew forth cxiuitly that kind of admiration 
froKi the company which would ho heslowcd on a piece 
**:)f exquisitely -natural dieting in a tlicatrc. 1 susi)eid, 
however, it was ‘a grace beyond the reach of arl;.’ Dr 
Darling hpw ventured on a trying expcriinciit. He batlc 
th'e lady look at her husband, who, to our ajipreben- 
§jou, sat smiling at her. He told her that her lord and 
master had taken a great dislike to hen She seemed 
arrested with a sudden sorrow, gazed painfully at her 
husband, and then wo saw Ikt eyes slowly fill with 
tears, 'riiia deception was quickly niidonc, but only 
to be followed by one not nmcb less distressing to the j 
patient. She was told that the company \ver(‘ enjoying | 
themselves at her expense: they were all laugliing .it ! 
.lien SbcMassuincd a proud expression, rose up nuijes- | 
tically, and looked round and round the room with an | 
air of eontemi>tuous defiance. Un this fi'cling bi.ing ,j 
banished from lier mind, she sat down again, d’lu : 
lecturer, pointing along the floor. s:iid, ‘ ’^'oii are fond of ; 
flowers — here i.s a fine llower-gardt-n iK toro you - you 
see beautiful beds of ro.ses */ and be atlded the names !' 
of olber favourites of llu" J-higli.'^h gaideii. 'I’lie lady j ; 
looked, .and gradually began to assume a pleasid ’i 
expression, siub as she might bav(‘ manifested if led j | 
into tlie iireciiU'ts of a Cliatswortli or a Kew. She j 
became fully convinced that she s:r,v a floner- garden. ! 
allhongb, a.s she af'terwarvis told ns, she never ceiised I 
to l>o aware of tlie find that slie was silting in a room, i 
Then Dr Darling afieeled to ]>liick llowors and liaiid | 
them to her. She look them, smelt them, and arranged j 
tlu-m in lier bosom with tlie same graceful >simplieity ' 
wbieb liad l)een manifesjed in stringing tlie miuialure. i 
‘’.rhis is a water-lily,' lu- saiil : ■Miiell it.’ S!ie said, | 
‘'i’lu! water-lily lias 110 .-nuvll bin nevL-rlhek ss went i 
through the gc.stiire of jmlting it to la t nose, wlu'u we I 
remarked that the ?*xp.n'ssi.ui of countenanee was suit- 
able to the fact of the iiiodoroiisness, ’! he lecturer jj 
then told her to look at the fine s^ui^et (Nve look- |i 

iug through eUsleni vindows at a heavy gray sky;; e 
she beliefd :i line sunset aceordiiigly. 'flu-n he eon- y 
vinced her that..3be saw a line park, ami lliroe gi iitde- i; 
Mien walking- in it. ‘And here,’ he said, Hs a nice ! 
horse; cc\;ivie and liave a ride ujion it.' Slu' moved to j| 
tlie middle of the lioor, with tlu- look' of om- approaeli- > | 
ing a horse. She stnjked llie ideal palfrey, and took ;j 
the bridle reins from Dr Darling’s band. He slightly !i 
raised her by tin* waist, ami told lier she was now 
mounted. She liieii went tlirough tlie geslnres a|ipro- 
priate In riding — got, ffito a rajfid movement h-.nil 
forward — suddenly clasp .-d her cap at the hack of la r ■ 
lieafl, which slie felt falling off — and finally stojiped. a ; 
little exhausted witli the exercise, and allowed herself | 
to be in iniaginatioTi lifteii iiff iqioii tlu' grouM-k 
FiAally, after slie laid been reseated, Dr l,)arliiig juit a ; 
tumbler of water into ber band, and desin-d la r to | 
taste that fine ixter. She tasteil, and admitted that it 1 
was beer. ]!^i!xt lie convinced ber Ibat it was milk ; 
then it ^'as wafer^ with animalcules driving pcll-niell i 
jihrough it. TI14* air of impli<»it belief in all llic.se cast s 
Was perfectly accordant with tlie jucsuimjWM 

mtciitional ajcting by the luglust ude]Ucou]d li.ave 
b^n truer to our** conceptions of w liat w'as jiropcr on 
each occaiftion. t 

®Tlie other lady, who was younger, and unmarriv-d, 
was next placed un a sofa. 'I'he lecturer held her 
hands for a^few^miautes, hxikiiig into her face ; lie then 
touclied her eyebrow's, and made a few' other trilling 
manipulations. It quickly ap|X!arcd tluit she had 
becqjfne as obedient to the xmlithni of tlu; hx turer as 
the first dady had been. On being told that she was 
Slid, she assumed the aspect of a Niobe, forming tin; 



CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


finest pos&il)l(^ study for tlw-t character. She was then 
told that her father, >i|h()' was in the room, was in ^rpeat 
afiliction. She gazed fearfully at him for a minute, 
and clasping her hands wildly, threw liersclf back in a 
passion of tears. The experimentalist hastened in pity 
to relieve licrfroin her distress. She smiled witlf wonder 
at the strange delusion under W'hii^i she had *lK^ey. 
She was tlien told that the company were liiughing ^at 
her. Slio looked round fiercely, panted with suppressed 
rage, uttered some exclamations!^ and twitting .dier 
handkerchief like a rope hetwoeii her hands, plui^ked 
at tlio two ends, as if she would have torn it astfiuiiLT-. 
Jn iier the ^Tiission of wonmhwl self-esteem was more 
violent than in* the other lady, wdiich affordfid the 
lecturer occasion to r'anark that the demonstrations 
are nawc or less peculiar in every case, according tej 
tilt' natiu’al charact-or of the individual. On the whole, 
then' was a somewhat alarming degree of Busceptihility • 
on th(‘ part of this subject, and at the remiest of her 
father the experiments were discontinuJli. I wfts 
assured, nevertheless, that no one had ever been known 
to he iniured even in the slightest degree by rmtler- 
geing these processes. 

Wliile the partj' was siihseqncntly at Inpcli, I had a 
conference with my frien<l, as Avell as with tla* tw*o 
female jiatiimts, in order — I ni'cd not say to te.st the 
rt'ality of all these demonstrations, for tlndr reality was 
Ix/yond a question — hut to learn yhat the p.atients liad 
f'll. vv}iil(‘ subjected to (lie lecturer’s will. It appcrv'cd 
that (h('iv ncvi'r had, in any case, been any faihire of 
enn I a iusncss. Tliey iv iiow w here tiny were, and ly i 
wh all tiny were surrounded. Tliey were fidly appro- ! 
hensivi' of the wish of Dr Darling to suliject them to I 
liis will, and anxious to def'at him in bis design, my | 
friend particularly so. lint their physical powers 
proved treacherniis to their desiri', and tlicy were com- 
])el)e 1 to obey anoiluT w'ill. than their own. A'«a last 
- xpcriuu'ut, I re(]uest(‘d the operator to try if he could I 
arn St the hand of the married lady in lifting a glass of! 
w ine to luu' li]is. lie fairly stopped it ih mid air. 
'I’his was twenty minutes after leaving the room in 
w liii'li the experiments had taken jilace. I afterwanls j 
li arned that she felt drowsy for a day of tw'o after our i 
sninrv ; and perhaps during all that time tjie lecturer | 
mi, gilt have n-estahlislu'd Ins power over her will, 
wilbout going tlirongli any such preliminary process 
as ilie gazing upon the disk. 

lleing no longer a .see]itic on this siils^ct, I am 
tli'^jiosed to show, if possihhx tlj/it#<ithers may safely 
MhandoM (he same posi(ion, AVhat, after all, is (he 
plienonieuuii iirofe.ssetlly ('fleeted? No more than a. 
]>iay iii>on the human w ill, llaye w e not heard all otir 
lives of peiqiU; being set a-yawning hy a. wag who 
ni( rely began yawning in their view ? Have we not 
heard Of nnui who w'cre forced to iinilat(' ('very ge.stnre 
of sumo tine in their ('ompaiiy ? Have w'e not all heard 
of tiu' h'.ngUsh ofiicer in the Siwen Year.^’ AYar, whom 
his Companions eould 'converse with in his sleep, and 
.'(aivincc of anything? Tljoy evt'ii conducted fiim 
l loough the w'liole jiroeess of a duel, till the idinil. firing 
of the pistols awnikened him hv its fa^ieiod noise.* 
\^’c are also fanviruvr w itlv manias for daneing, wliich 
took possession of large circles of jicople (^ring the 
midille iig(‘S, and w hich ^clearly pre.si^pose some pos- 
Hiiut condition, in which tlu’ human wdll loses its nsn,U i 
tbrev' and tension. Iq the diseases oj hysteria, epilcj^y, 1 
and catalepsy, there are iilienomeiui quite as extr.ior- j 
diiiary aiul wonderful as those <t)f so-called^ * ehx'tro- 
liiology/ and indeed, to all appearance much allied to 
them, the only peculiarity here baling, tbiit, under a. 
slight access (if stupor, artifiifiiiUy brov^glit 6n, they can 
be produced at; will in a hetUthv i)erson. It therefore 
apiiears to b(‘ not very reasonable to treat’ these expe- 
rinienta with a determined incredulity. I bavejbeeii 

* Abororomby on tho Intclloctual I^ow'crs; 5th edition, p, 278. 


tratified to find a more rational spirit in a pbilosoplKT 
of the highest reputation — tho present president of the 
British Associat'jpn, Sir J)avi(^l Brewster. In a letter 
written to a newspaper aTtcr* some expcrh^iciits which 
he hfid witnesstHi, lie stys — ‘The geiitlAieii present 
wore the Duke of Argyle, Mr CallMiidcr of Draigfortli, 
Colonel iGore Brown of the 21st Fusiliers, Professor 
Gregory, imd myself; and I Ixdieve they were .all as 
convinced as J wuis that the phenomena which we wit- 
nessed were real phehomena, and*hs well established as 
aity other facts vi physical scien^(J. The process by 

• which the opcn-Jitor iiroduces tlicm — the mode by which 
that process .mts upon the mind of tlio patient — and 
the refereHce of^he idieriomcna to some general l.aw’^ in 
the constitution of man — n^liy remain long unknown ; 
but it is not difficult to sec in the recent* discoveries of 
M. Dubois Rejwnond and M. Nlaltencxu, and in tlic law s 

« which recmhite the relative intensity of tlu' ('xlernril 
t#fi .hiteriuil impressions of tlie nerves of sensation, 
some-not very indistinct indications of (hat reinarkaWii 
process by wj^ich minds of pi'culiar sensibility are tem- 
porarily plan'd under the dominion of])hysical hifluences 
developed and directed by some living agent.’* 

Perhaps tJu're would be less inf'redulity in n'g/ird to 
those 'wonders if their real ojiaractcr wt're stt-adily cmi- 
tcmpJati'd.* Then' is a gre.'it distinction, I would 
to he draw'n Ix twx'C'ii such jilieiiomeii.'i and (•eidain ko- 
called jiKxlcrn miraclos. Al'Jien a man tells me that 
a. picture of a 'wounded p('rs(ai lias bled at th(' painted 
wounds, I readily fin*! ass lin'd that he speaks of a pliy- 
sieal impossibiiit}", and that the api)eaninces, if any, 
liave been produced by trick. But Avlien I .'lui toid 
that one person has established a iX'CiilJar control over, 
another, J sec nothing like an impossibility, because 
j ll'.e alb'ged facts app(‘ar in some relation, altbougii an 
! ob?c\ire oim, to iihenonu'ua aln'ady roc^fgnised. 'I'lun'O 
I would also he more candour towards such |)lienomena 
kas art! here described, if men w^t-re studious of trulli 
al*me. But some nu'ii feel (hat they cannot alllffd to 
iiu'ur the charge of a too readv tViitl'i in novelties. 
'Phey have medical or scit'ntilic rejuitatioiis to he. 
nurseJt, and wliicli they must save from any risk of 
damage. Some men qnalifit'd to serve science wdll take 
11(1 step wliieli ovonld tend to confer a glory upon one of 
j Avhosc? doings in .scienci! they are jealous or eontemp- 
tiious. Th(! lovers of truth for its owm sake are a feiv, 
and thc'v are not ah\ ays 'ivilling to tak'c* th»' martyrdom 
.'dtoiidiug a pri()rity ()f .'U'kiiowir'dgment. •Thus all such 
discoveriers /is tla'sii li/ive their ]X'riod of struggle, with 
tlio wdiole hand of good re|Mi(:/itions emhatlled. against 
them. They may he (xai soled, howw(*r — w hoii tITey at 
leiigtli triumxib, it will Tie iiol; liU'rely /idmitted liy for- 
mer oxipiments, but (/s.sc/'tcf/, that all this was pc'rloctly 
'W(‘U known long ago.f 

TUB POKTLANM) PRISON. 

At the extreme south-west corner of the county of 
J )or§('t, there is^at the present moment being silently 
worked out a jirobk'm wdiieh lias perplexed some of 
the greatest statesmen, and {.lirieved some of ,the most 
enlightened pliilaiithropisls of tins C(juntry. The pro- 
blem is not, MVliat shall avc ch|^ 5 ^th cair convicts?’ 
hut, * Cr»i we so ineasim*, theiy punishineiit, that while 

* jusi*!(;(! sliall be satisfied and yiine I'xpiatcd, the criini- 
j naja tbemheives may be r(?t!lainu'd to society without 
I ?>ci^ a burden on the state ? ’ 

iTie island of Portland, in whicli 'this intoresting ex- 
l>erimeut is iJt present on trial, presents some singular 
natural features. An immense mass of stone, upwards 
of eight miles in circuinfeieiuje* has been thrown up 
to, in some places, a lujight of 490 feet. IJixm this 

VI ^ 

* Edlnbii^ith Evoning^oiirant, Dec. 28, 1850. 

f AVo doem it rigid tto say ^at tho above articli! jiro(?(Hjvlte 
such a source a* to leave no kind of doubt regarding the of 

the narration.— Ed. 
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rock have existed for a long pbriod a peculiar race 
people, whose chief employment h\is ,lx*en that of 
‘ hewers tA.' stone/ and who, though .distant only four 
miles from a faslii(^nable ■A'atering-phK’.e, have ever 
pix‘served tA^ character of a hardy, diieducated, retired 
class of men, wlio have never iuarried out of their 
island. Tliis strange table-land’ is connected with 
Weymouth by the Chesil bench. Eor a distance of 
fully ten milt\s this beach, composed (if myriads of 
pebbles, extends; forming an unbroken* line of spray 
and foam to that extent whenever the'’w'aters of 
Atlantic lash its shores. 'I'lio island* is said to produce 
n large quantity of wild urrow^-root, and the little bird 
called tlie wlieat-car, in great abuiKifnice. Its duni- 


a system of row^ards and epcouragements to convicts, 
wdiich, if tliey arc not as li.vdencd as ’the stone 
they 'work uiion, cannot but stimulate them to industry 
and good conduct. Respecting the Combined, Sepa- 
rate, and Associated Systc'ms, tlie intelligent governor 
of tb(^ (^tablishnient, Captain Wliitly, observes, ‘ When 
in their cells, strict sihmee is enforced ujion the pri- 
Sxiners ; b^it during tlie hours of labour (w liic^h is 
aNvays carried on under tlie immediate superintendeiiee 
of ((the pyii^qu otlicoijii), they are allmvi'd to eonversc; to 
sut;h an extent as not to interrupt the progress of their 
W'/irk. Tljc effect of maintaining this greater dt'gree of 
restraint, wdiile aetnally ■within tlie prist/a walls, is to 
t-auseUbe eonviets to proceed wdtliout ,im willingness fo 


nutive race of sheep is liigt’dy prized by the goiirmauds their daily labour, as ndieving them from the irksonn'- 
of the adjoining \vatering-place. 1 ness of separation, of which they have had so nmeli 

file Portlanders continued very (pijetly to pursue ^'experience during the ))revions ]>robiiiionarv jieriod of 
their oemipation of quaiTving, until the commeiiee-,! their sentenees. The frequent ri'ciirrenei' ot' fids 
rnent of the great broakw'ator at Cherbourg excited the restraint acts also as a wdiolesoine idieek on llie natiir.il 
fipprchensibns of those who had Intlierto relied on our Umdeiic}’' (€ Die labour outside the walls to relax strict 
naval supremiiey. bears ol invasion led to the idea of' prison discipline.’ 


It might hefeari'd that Du* Associated System would 
I render nugatory the effects of the previous se|;)arate 
' eonliiiemeiit, but (to say^ nothing of tiu* total impossi- 
bility of e.irrving out any other syst< !n ujion such 
; works as the Portland Preakwater) it must be home 
in mind tliat Du* jirisoiu-rs are not eonlined together in 
^ yards, or left to spend their time in i<ileiiess, hut an* 
actively and stividily k(*])t at work iji tlie ojkd air and 
i iiC daylight, under tlie wiitchful supervision of Die 


constriit;ling a breakivatcr to protect Die shijijiing of 
Weymouth ; Imt tliougli long agitated, the project diil 
not assume a practical form till very recent times. It 
was so late as May 1817 that the hill for the eori- 
^tiction of a breakw’attT feeeiv^ed the rOyaUisseut. It 
is probable that the idea of making I’ortland a. recep- 
tacle for convicts did not (H-eur to the government 
until the applicability of convict labour became appa- 
rent ; when, the jieculiar isolated siiu.ition of Port- ..-r,..., 

lain], its desolate asjK'et, its contiguity to a military : prison officers. Tlu‘ appalling vices that have lirought 
depot, added to the loudly -expressed dislike of the ; condemnation on the Assix’iated Sy.*:!**!!! have liceii t*m- 
colonies to the re<?eptiou ot coiniets, and the .suspen- : phatieally ‘ d(*(.*ds of darkness.’ I'lnl upon tliis jKiinl a 
Sion of traiusportatioii for a jieriod. ovving to the w-aut cajinpetent authority has. even while we are writing, 
of demand for convict labour — combined to lead the . spoken out in words of most significant import. * I 
govominent to the design ot making Portland a large ' could not have iK'licvcd.’ says tlx* Onlinarv of Newgate, 
convict establishment, and of ix'rforming Du* great in his Kopiirt for 1 (•(luld n«)t liave'hi lieved,' had 

national work in hand hy conviet labour. Accord- ; J not w itnessed its rc*sult«, how viry important an (‘ffeet 
summer of 1817, Lieutenant-colonel dehb,*: is produced in jirisou disciidine l»v the mere iiitrodiic- 
surveyor-general of prisons, was directed to prepare 1 tion of As a matter, not of luxury to the pri- 

tj[ie necys.sary plan.^ and in N<)vember 1818 an estab- j soners, but of sujiervising inlluence, its effects ar(* most 
lishracut capable of receiving 800 prison(“r.s wjis t/pmed striking. 1 have nferfi'd to the improved hahits aiid 
at Portland. On the 2.)th of duly in the following i riiamii rs of eonviets by merelv' keejiitig tlumi at light 
year, the first stone of the break'water was laid hy his ' and easy work ^ but this effect is less a])p,'irent than 
Royal llighne.s.s Prince Allicrt. ; the altcrjftion now visilde in tlie .sleeping wards of 

It wdll now be necessary to take a brief ghimre at tiu* ; transjiorts, rememlH ring what it used to lie when they 
mode in which transportation is at jiresent carried out. > slv'jit in darkr^is, and wluit m.'iv now 1 h* seen ujuler 
Probably many of onr readers are already awan,* that a ■ Die iK iiefieial influeuei* of light. ’ If one-filtietli jiart of 
convict is now .subjected to three di.stinet stage.s of j w hat h;is fiecn toldme by convicts s(*ntenced to imjiri- 
punishment. The first i.s passed in st’parate confine- j sonment in the limks he true (and 1 admit and allow 
meiikin Millhiink, Peiilonville, or one ot the jails fitted j for the doubtful nature of such testimony), tiu* trans- 
for the reception of convicts ; Die second is to he passed • port warvls r»f Newgate w ere, at their worst eoiulition, 
at Portland where practiculile, or at one of the dock- | palaces of light comjiared with the dark designs and 
yards : and tlie third stage i.s to lie undergone in tin(j | deeds of tliosi* dis.solute4.an(l lost men when tliev were 
of the colonics, with a ticket of leave. No sooner is a 1 shut up in dfirhuss of mi^d and hudy: 
pri.soner made acquainted with the punishment awarded | We come now^ to the sy.stem of rewards arul encou- 
for his offence, than the law humanely places in his j ragements. The old saying, ‘One, per.son may lead a 
hands the 3>ower of commutation. The longcjst period ! hors* to the water, kut twtmVf cannot fon t* him to 
of doteiitioii in separate confiiicmciit is eighteen moutlis; ; drink.’ wa.s felt in all its force when the {issiHuated 
but tjhis term the prisoner may by gooll conduct riiate- i labour sy.sien) was commeniu'd. Upon the treadw hei*! 
irially shorten, aiidcin soijie cases convicts seuleuc(‘d to ^ tiu* most obstinate work, and at tiu* aemistomed 
only seven years’ trans}K)rtH,ti()ri mny^ avoid aItogv*ther | rate ; but in ojum-air work there i.s no stiiimUiting 


the second stjige, arid be pa.ssed from Mill bank or Peii- 
tonville direct to tlt&cfJ^jiies. Here, again, in tins second 
stajfe the convict has mb lot placed very much ak*his 
owm disposal. A prisonct under sentence; uf eij^itcen 
3'ears’ traiisjiortation would, under ordinary circtfint 
stances, be iletained six and a- half years, wfiich ttrin, 
by good conduct, he iniglit reduce to t}ir;*e years ; and 
even a ‘life’ convict may obtain, by exemplary beha- 
viour, the ixnnparative freedom of a ti(;ket of leave, 
after undergoing a year's probation, and serving six 
years on public works. f 
The distinctive features of the t^cipline of thi? Port- 
^nd^riflon are— ‘ a combinifDon ok associated labour 
reparation by means of cells iffc night aiui 


jiowor beyond a convict’s owuifri'C will. To crente Dii.s 
stimulant^ a (,;Hrefid record Ls jeept in a ‘ conduct biKik ‘ 
the prisoner’.'f bidiaviour; and he is providc'd with a 
oLlgeT whieh'is worn upon the arm, and sJffftX'd 
minth. By mcani of n few figures and a single letler, 
it expresses — the lengtli of transportation, the linn* 
sjieiit in prison, and vvhether the conduct has Ixxm goiul 
or bad. To a i)risoiK*r not entirely irreclaimalile, 
the mere exhibition of badge among bis fellows 
e^Jinnot lx? withoftt its effects. If it record a continued 
exjurse of gopd conduct, the W'i‘arer may lx* fiupjxised to 
feel an honourable pride in displaying it; while, if it 
chroRicle misconduct, Diere are few' wdio could exhibit 
it withoiA some feeling of shame. Tlic sj’^steni, wc are 
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told, worlflR well, and ewn ill -conducted prisoners 
c*vinc(‘ ii desire to rcgiAii a lost goixl-conduct mark. | 
But the most stimnlatint^ regidation is the division 
of the prisoners into clasJbs, witli a direct inducement 
in money. The Lords of tlic Adininilty having allowed 
the sum of Is. i)er wet?k for the work of cach*convict 
employed on tlie breakwater, the cfutvict, after iSeing 
thoroughly impressed with the fact that, us !i, felon, lie 
has no r/am to any part of his earnings, is advised that, 
as an incentive to imhistry, he receive, if a fij^t- 
class man, Od. yxT week ; if a second-class man, (id g; if 
a third-class n)iin, 4d. ; and tliat, in addition, a griftuHy 
of from iid. fo (Id. iHT week will be; allowed for * extra 
exerti<m.’ 'I’lio Total allowance to a prisoner is fdaced 
to his credit, and forwarded to the governor of the 
colony to which lie is sent, to he applied for his lienefit 
as that fvuthoritv sliall think fit. Under this humane 


ttepenses, L.19,80^0; .value of labour, L.15,000. The 
estimated niiimber of convicts is 840 ; but allowances 
must be made fr|r sick, &c. It is eomiiute*! that, in 
1849, the value the laTbouT actually performed was 
over L.lfi ik*t convict. Ifl the |)resent es'jj^iates, their 
value is put at L.18 i>er man. It does not appear, 
thereforef that the government will ever realise a profit 
by convict labour ; nor does it seem desirable that it 
slipuld do so. (Jompared, liowever, with the remuno- 
rative system yf former times, tliC adv^intagos are too 
manifest to he insisted on. 

Connected witli this is a qucsJion of a somewhat 
serious nature — ‘How will the system be carried out 
wdieu the hreak^’ater is completed? Other liarbours 
of refuge and government x^orks may be required, but 
'where xvill be found a loca/t’ so favourable as Portland? ' 
To thi.s it may i>c answtaed, that the xvorks at I’ortland 


system, therefore, a prisoner, besides the power ()f j will ')f necessity last st‘veral years ; and that, when they 

' * ’ ’ “-'1 ' ajMji finished, the coiiviets may be employed in quarrying 

and preparing stone for the many government work^s 
that will alwi^vs be in hand. And if it is olijected that 
the employment of eonviet labour is a discouragement 
and injustice to the honest artizan, it may he urged 
that the labour superseded liy the eiivjiloynvont of eon- 
vi(!t3 at l*ortland is of a flifiicult and even diingerous 
character, •ami that it is hut poorly roinimeral^^ 
Surely it is wiser and more eeonomioal, if eonvii^t 
labour must interfere with free labour, that it sliould 
supersede laborious and badly-paid (‘inployments here, 
rather than he sent almiad to flood nammerative ami 
pleas.'int ocenjiations in our colonies. 

If xve might venture it suggestion, we would advise 
the eon vt‘rsion into single colls of the Associated rooms, 
of wliich there are two, provided with lifly harmnocks 
a piece. 

It xvoulcl be superfluous to comimmt upon tlie evident 
improvement which the lmmat\e and inereiful system 
observed at Tortland effects in our convict discipline. 
hVen ill our own day, thi* hulks and tlie eonviet-ward 
were described as the nearest approach to a ‘ hell upon 
eartli.’ S]K‘aking of the recent^ visit of tl^ Hoiiie 
Secretary to the l*o»tiaml prison, a gentleman who 
holds a high oflicaal position remarked to the writer 
of this artick— ‘I remember tlie time wlien it was 
jiositively dangerous to go among convicts. Now 
tliey are so changed, that xaiu may go in among the 
gangs, and reeeivi‘ such civility that you can hardly 
believe you are in the (’ompanv of ('oiwicted felons!’ 
If tlie ’ etleet of tlie mnv system xvere merely a better 
behaviour on the convicts’ part while in coiifiiiement, 
tliat alone — the fearful scenes in our old jails iMm'iii- 
hered — would he "worth obtaining ; hut tluTc is every 
reason to believe that while reelainiing, and even 
( Tiristianising the present generation of felons, wa* are 
\)laeiiig a check upon demoralisation that will produce a 
healthy infliu'uce liereafter. 


shortening liis sentenee, is enabled by industry and 
good conduct to amass a fund xvhich, with ?be aid of •a 
ticket of leave, may })la(‘e liim in a situation of compa- 
rative iiideiieiideiu-e. In (a rtain cases the government 
adds the farther indueerneiit of half the jiassagc money 
of wives and families wishing to join the eonviet in the 
colonies. • 

With all this care for the reclamation of tlie coiivict, 
there still exist tlie dangers of an overdone philan- 
thropy. The reproacli has been but too truly cast upon 
imr prison reformers, that they have made the sitiui^on 
of a folon profiTuble to that of an independent labourer, 
or oi the iiviiiate of a workhouse. Too often he is 
fi ll and lodgeil better than the inuiier, to whom the 
only stiiiiulaiit olleretl is the rendering of his lot Jis 
uncomfortable as ])Ossible. It eaiinot be denied that 
there is mneh of truth in the assertion, that a felon is 
In ttiT treated than a pauper, for under no circum- 
slances is a inmiey regard offered to the latVr, no 
m.'dtcr hoxv industrious or weD-coiidiieted he may he. , 
'rile objection cannot entirely be removi'd, hut in order 
to meet it in some measure, it ps luvvid^d that jiri- 
soners of tlu.' first and .second clas.s may he removed 
to ih(‘ lowest class for miscondhet; that prisoners who 
habitually niislxliave tliemsi'lves are liable to he sent 
back to sejiarate confiiieiueiit, or to be ren^ivc-d to tlie 
horrors of a yuaial setlK inent ; and that, after an unin- 
terrupted course of good eoiidiiet in this country, tliey 
may still, for ill eonduet on thevoyag(‘ or at the colony, 
forfeit all the indulgences of a ticket of louve, and 
s* nt hack again to peii.’il disi'ipline. 

'rile daily routiru* observeil at Portland is as follows: 
'file ])risoner.s rise in summer at five o'clock, in 
winter half an hour later ; and wlu-ii the 'weather and 
the seaRon ixTinit, work until eight o'clock. Prayers 
are .said immediately Ixdbre Tireukfiist, xvhii’h occupies 
half an hour. Labour is thcA resumed until the dinner 
hour, twelve o'i*Uxk ; and again until supiier-tmie, 
which varies with the sea.son, from four to six o’clock. 
After this they attondVveiiing prayer, aiul hear a daily 
hictuia*, retiring to rest at eight o’(d<x*k at all sea.‘<ons 
of the year. Each jirisoiKT attends the day-sehool 
half a day in iMveh week, and the evening school in 
turn. 'J’he scholars are divided into txvelvo elasse.s. 

‘ Kaeh class i.s opened by singing a hymn, jjifter which 
a eqlleet is repeated by* one of the masters; and then 
a c!..ipu*r. in, the Bible is read, verse by verse, by (be 


„ THE L*AST OF THE FIDDLERS. 

A YILI.AGK TAI.y, * 

B Y B K K T H O 1. U A IJ K R B C U.* 

Tnr: midnight sileiiec of the is "broken by nn- 

nsual ckitteriiig sounds — a hojxicomcs gal lojiping along 
at’^ic top of ins speed, liis Jfder crying aloud, ‘ Fire — ' 


prisoners.’ The fi^st hour is passed in writ'mg,jlhe^liy. ! IkTpifho! Fire! ’ Away he rides .straight to tlie 
scH'ond in reading liistory or geography, and tlu^ re- ; chjirch, and presently the alarm-ljcdl is heard pealing 
■ “ ^ ' ' ■ from the 8teepK\ 


inaining hour in vird I'orc (luestions on ariijimetic, 

'JTie wliole- eonelude.s with the singing of a hymn And 
a blessing. '» 

A question of some importance to ,^he jiblitieo-econo- 
m is t will be, ‘ Does the labour of the convicts defray 
the cost of tlieir maintenance?' In a new establish- 
ment like Porthuid it is almost impossible at ];|re.scut 
to separate the preliminary^ from the annual expenses. 
The estimates for tho present year (1850 1) were — 


It is no e^sy matter to arou.se tlu^ liarvest folks, after 
a hard day’s work, from their first sound sleep : tluu'C 
they lie, stretched as unconsciously as the corn in tlie 
fields 'Which they have reaped in the sweat of their 
brow. But wake the^lmust — there is no help for it. 
The stalfle-boys aJe the first on the alert— every one 

•_ I ^ ^ 

^ . 

* CoiumuuioiiUHl iu tbo present form liy a friend of Auoi bacb. 



anxious to win the reward whic^i, Jime out of niind, liaf 
been given to the person who, on ocfiasv>n of a fire, is 
the first fo reacli the engine-house witli harnessed 
horses. Here and thcre*a Kght is at a cottage 
lattice— a wVdow is opened-|-the men come running 
out oi doors with their coats half drawn on, or in their 
shirt sleeves. The villagers all collect about the market- 
house, and tlie cry is heard on all sides, ‘Where is it ? 
Where’s the fire ? ’ , , 

‘ In Eibingen.’ « 

Question and answer were alike ui^ne^ded, for in tl^o 
diatancQ, behind thd dark pine-forest, the whole sky 
was illumined witli a hriglit-rtd glow', hi the stillness of 
the liiglit, like the glow of the setting flm ; w’hile every 
now and then a shower of Rparks rose into the air, as if 
shot out from ?i blast-furnace. % 

The niglit was still ai^ calm, and stars shone 
peacefully on the silent erirth. 

The horses are speedily put to the fire-engine, tlie 
bjuckets plriced in a row, a couple of torches lighted, 
and the torch-bearers stand ready on eithe^r side holding 
on to therengine, which is instantly covered with men. 

‘ Quick ! out w ith another pair of liorsea ! two can’t 
draw such a load ! ’ — ‘ Jiow'n w ith tlie ton-hes ! ’ — ‘ No, 
no; they’re all right — *tis ^lie old w'ay !— ‘ Drive otf 
/(j^leaven’s sake — quick ! ’ • 

Such-like exclamations resounded on all sides. Let 
us follow the crow'd. 

The engine, with its heavy load, now' rolls out of the 
village, and through the iieaot'ful fields and meadow's : 
the fruit-trees by the roiul-side .seem to dance past in 
the flickering light ; and soon tlie crowd burry, helter- 
skelter, through the forest. The birds are awakened 
from sleep, and fly about in afiriglit, and cun scarcely 
finti their way back to their warm nests. The forest 
is at length pfissed, and down below, in the valb-y, lies 
the hamlet, brightly illumined as at noon-day, w hile 
shrieks aud the alami-bell are lie 9 rd, as if the flames 
had found a vou?e. « 

!ik;e! what is yoiuler white, ghost-like form, in a 
fluttering dress, on* the skirts of the forc.st ? The 
wheels creak, and rattle along the stony roacl—uo 
sounds can be distinguished in tne (jonfusioii. Away I 
help ! away ! 

Tlic folks were now seen flying from the village with 
their gCKxls and chattels — c;hildrcn in their bare shirts 
and with naked feet — carrying off bods and chairs, pots 
and pans. the fire spread so fearfully, or is this 

all the cffcH^t of fright ? 

‘ Where’s the fire ? ’ 

‘ At*'IIans the Fiddler’s.’ 

And the driver lashed his horses, and every man 
seemed to press ibrward wdth inen^ased ardour to fly to 
the succour. 

Ah they approached the spot, it was clearly iini>os- 
sihle to save tlic hunung cottage ; and all efi'orts were 
therefore directed to prevent the flames extending to 
the adjoining houses. Just then everybody W'ii.s busksd 
ill trj'ing to save a horse and tw'o cow s (i'rorn the sited ; 
but th3 animals, terrified by the fire, w'ould not quit 
the spot, until their Jyes were bandaged, and they were 
driven out by fyree. 

‘ Where’s old the cry on all sides. 

‘ Burnt in his bed to ai^rtainty,’ said some. •^Others 
declared that he had escaji^d. Nobody knew' Bic truth. 

The old fid^lJer had neither child nor kftisfolk, asbd , 
yet all tlie peiquie g^ved for him ; and those ivho liul 
come from the villages round about n*proached the 
inhabit not having looked after th6 fate of the 
poor fellow. Presently it was reported that he had 
betjn set!n in I}rba!i the smith’d bam ; another said that 
he was sitting uji in the chundi crying and moaning — 
tlie first time he hatn>een there frithout his fidjlle. But 
neither in the bam nor in the rfiunSbt^was old Huns to 
be^lMSW, and again it was deefered tliat W had been 
burnt to de^th in his bouse, and that his groans had 


actually been hoard ; but, itrwas added, all too late to 
save him, for the flames had f’ready burst tlirough 
the roof, and the glass of the windows was sent flying 
across the road. * 

The day wOxS just bc'ginning to dawn when all 
danger bf the fire spreading was past ; and leaving tlie 
smoifldering ruift#i, the folks from a distance set out 
their return home. 

*A strange apparition w^as now seen coming down 
tin* moquMvn-sidef as if out of the gray mists of' 
moaning. Li a cart drawn by two oxen sat a hagganl 
figuA, dressed in his bare 'sliirt, and his shoukk'rs 
wrapped in a horse-cloth. The morning breeze jilaycd 
in thd’ long white locks of tlie old fnan, whose wan 
features w'cre framed, as it were, by a slioTt, bristly, 
snow-w'hite beard. In his hands he clutc:hed a fiddle 
aud fiddle-stick. It w'as old Ilans the village fiddler. 

1 Some of' the lads had found liini at the edge of the 
forest, on the spot where w'e had caught a glimpse of j 
Mm, lookiife like a ghostly apparition, as w'e rattled I ' 
past w'ith the engine. Tlierc he w^as found .standing in | 
his shirt, and holding his fiddle in both Ids hands i 
pressiid tightly to Ids breast. I 

As they drew neiir the village, he tool: his fiddle aiul , 
playtfd Ids favourite waltz, i'.verv eye was turned (;n | 
tlie strange-looki ng man, aud all weleoined his return, | 
as if he liad risen from the grave, 

‘Give 1110 a drink !’ he exclaimed to the fti'st person 
whp iiekl out a hand to him. ‘J’lU burnt up >\,itli 
thirst ! * 

A glass of water was brought him. 

‘Bah!’ criccl the old man; ‘’tvven: a sin t<- qiiemlj 
such a thirst as mine witli water : bring me some 
wine! Or has the horrid red cock drunk np all my 
Avine too ? ’ 

And again lie fell to fiddling lustily, until they 
arrived at the spot of the lire. He got down from the 
PI cart, and entered a neigh bour’.s (‘Ottage. All tlie folks i 
pressed up to the old fidiUer, tendering words of com- | 
fort, and i/roinising^tliiit they ■would all help him to ; 
rebuild ld.s cottage. ^ j 

‘No, no!’ repUcHl lTfin.s ; ‘’tis all Avell. 1 have no j 
homo — I’m one of the cuckoo tribe that luis no n sting- , 

1 dace of iti^ own,* and only now and then slips into the , 
.swallow’s nest. For the short time 1 have to live, 1 ; 
shall have noy1h>uble in fiiuliug quarters av hero ver 1 i 
' go. 1 can now elimb u}) into a tree agodn, and look ; 
down ii])()if the Avorld in AAliich I liavc no longer any- j 
thing to call my own. Ay, ay, ’tvvas Avrong in me j 
ever to have bud anything of my own except my pro- j 
cious little fiddle lien,* !’ 

No objection Ava.s raised to the reasoning of the 
strange ol<l man, and theji-ountry-folks from a dist.'ineo ^ 
w'cut their Avay? Iioine Avith the satisfaction of knowing 
that the old "fiddler -was* still aliv'C imd w'oll. lbm.s 
properly iKdongwl to the whole country round alxmt : 
his loss would have liec^i a i>ubUc one : much as if the 
old Ijnden-tree on the Landeck Ilill close l>y had Ix-en 
thrown down unexpectedly in the night. 

Hans was aa merry as a grig when Caspar the smitli 
gave him an fcld sliirt, the carpenter Josepli a pair of 
breeches — and so on. ‘Well, to be sure, folks may 
now say tlmt I carry the wliole village mi my Iwick ! ’ 
said he ; and he glive to eatdi article of dre.ss the iuime 
of the donor. • ‘A coat indeed like this, AvliicJi -fi frtPhd 
has^worn nicely sr^oolh for one,* fits to a T. I was 
never at nw case in a new coat ; and you know I ustnl 
alwjpys to 4o to the chtfrch, and rub the sleeves in the 
wax that dropped from the holy tapers, to make them 
csomfortable yid fit fhr wear. But tins time I’m saveal 
the trouble, and Fm for afl the world like a new-lxirn 
babe who is fitted with clothes witliout measuring. Ay, 
ay, you may faugh ; but ’tis a fact — ^I’m new l>om.’ 

Anils in truth it quite seemed so with the old man : 
the wild merriment of former years, which had slum- 
bered for a while, all burst out anew. 
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A fellow just now cntewd who had been active in ^fe, huatess, if you’ll ^da^ice a turn with me, I’ll stop 
extiiiguishing the fire,%nd having his hand in the work, my fiddlestick^for* a whole hour.’ 
had bcxm at the same time no less actively engaged in Tlio musician jumped olf the table, AW the by- 
qucncldng a certain internal fire — and in truth, as was standers ptcssed hoste|ls, till at length she consented 
idaintobeseen, more than was needed. Onseemghim, ^to dance. She clasped iier partner tigh^, round tho 
the old fiddler cried out, •By Jove, how 1 eAvy the waist, whilst he kept liold of liis fiddle, drawing from it 
fellow's jollity ! ’ All the folks laugh»fl ; but prcs^ntl.j sounds n«ver before heard ; and in this comical mamior, 
tile merriment was interrupted by tlie entrafice of the playing and dancing, they performed tlieir evolu lions in 
magistrate with his notary, come to inve^^gate the lli^ circle of spectators ; and at length, with a, brilliant 
cause of the fire, and take an invenfory of the damage, scraiie of his bow, ho concluded, embraced the liostc'ss, 
Old Hans oiienly confessed his fault. He had^the artel gave her I bquncing kiss, receiving in return a no 
t)dd poculiarij^ of carrying about him, in all his poAiots, less hearty box on tiie ear. Bdtii were given and 
a little box or liicifer matches, in order never to be at a taken in fun and good temper. 

loss wlien ho woifitcd to light his pipe. Whenever any Eroni tliat tiitie i'onvard the fiddler was domiciled 
one called on him, and wiicrevcr lie went, his fingers uiidiT llie shade of the ‘ Susi.’ There bo nestled bim- 


werc almost nruionsciously jdaying with the inatclics. 
Often and often Ik^ Avas heard to exclaim, ‘ ProA^okiug 


self «xuietl y, and whentw^r any miuTyrnaking was going 
on ill ilie covD^try ronnd-abont, Hans was surt'> to be 


enough ! that these matches -should come into fashion < there, witii liis fiddle ; l)ut ho always Teturnr-.d home 
just as I am going ofi* the stage. Look! a light in the tifelaiiy ; anti there Avas not a village nor n, iioust*, far 
tAvvnkling of an eye ! Only to tliink of all t?le time Ttc and wide, around, in wliicdi tivoro Avas mdre dancinj^', 
lost in th(' course of my life in striking a light Avitli the than in the l^istelry of tiie iiortly landlady of the ‘ Sun.’ 
old Hint and sterL— days, Aveeks, ay, years!’ Tho fiddler oomported himself in tho hoiiscA ns if lie 

The fire had, to fill appearances, originated with tliis belonged to it; ho serred the gnosts (never taking 
(iii)d’s j)lay of t])o old man, and the magistrate said any jiart in out-of-doors work), entertiuned tlie cus- 
I A\ ith regret tliat he must inflict tho h^gal penalty for turners as they (.Iropped it], plaved a hand at cards 
I his careh'ssness. ‘IIoAvcAaT, at all events ’tis avcI I ’ tis occasionaity, and avus never at a loss in iiraisiii^i^^ 
I no Avorse,’ he add('d ; ‘ yon are in trutii the last of the fresli tap. ‘ We’ve just opened a new cask of wine — 

! fiddlers; in our dull, ])k»dding times, you arc a relic of only taste, and say if tlierc’s not music in wine, and 
I t!»e p'ist — of a merry, careless age. ’Twould lam*, Ig’eii something divine!’ Toueliing every! liing that con- 
i a yv! vous tiling if you had eonio to such a miserable corned tho lioiiseJiold, lu? invariably used tho aulbori- 
, eu ’ ' iative and familiar wc : — ‘ We liavo a oellar fit for a 

I ■ Look' yr, your Avorsliip, I ought to have* boon a king ;’ ‘ Our liouse lies in every one’s Avay and so 
liarsnii,’ sjiid Hans; ‘and T should have preached to forth. 

1 the folks after this fashion : — “ Don’t set too much Hans and his fiddle, as a matter of course, w'oro at 


■ Look' ye, your Avorship, I ought to have boon a king ;’ ‘ Our liouse lies in every one’s Avay and so 
liarsnii,’ sjiid Hans; ‘and T should have preached to forth. 

the folks after this fashion : — “ Don’t set too much Hans and his fiddle, as a matter of course, w'oro at 
store on life, and it can’t luirt you; look on eX'erythiiig every vilijige-gathering and festivity ; and the ])oople 
as tboUrry, mid tlion you’ll be clcA^erer than all the of tlie country round-about could never dissociate In 
ri :L If the Avorld Avas alAvays merry — if foWes did j their thoughts the ‘Sun’ inn and Hans the fiddler. 


as tboUrry, mid then you’ll be clcA^erer than all the j of the country round-about could never dissociate In 
ri :L If the Avorld Avas alAvays merry — if foWes did their thoughts the ‘Sun’ inn and Hans the fiddler, 
nothing but Avork and dance, there would be n^^iieed* But jiossibly the hostess considered the matter in i 

of schoohuasters — no need of learning to Avrite and difi'erent light. At the conclusion of tho harvt-st 

v('iid--no parsons — and (by yoiv worshili’s pardon) merrymaking she took heart and said — ‘Hans, 
no magistrates. The whole Av<^rld is a big fiddle — the must-know I’ve a liking for yoil; you pay, for what || 

striagB are tuned — Fortune plays upon them ; but some you cat ; but wouldn’t you like for once to try Imng j| 

one is wanted to Ik', constantly screwii^ up the strings ; under anoMier roof? What say you?’ 
and this is a job for the parson and magistra^ie. There’s Hans protested tliat he w^as avoU enough off in his 
nothing lait turning and screwing, and turning and present quarters, and that he fc:lt no disiiositioii to 
scraping, and the dance never begins.” ’ neglect the old proverb of ‘ Let well alone.’ Tlie hiiid- 

Tlic fiddler’s tongue Aveiit nriniug on in this waj'^, lady was silent, 
until his Avor.siiip at length took a friendly Ifave of him. AVoeks wamt over, and at leiigth she*l)egan again — 
Wf sliall, lioAvever, remain, and tell the reader some- ‘ Hans, you wamldii’t do anything to injure me?’ 
tiling of tlie history of this strange character. ‘ Not for the Avorld !’ 

It is now nearly thirty years since the old man first ‘Look yc — ’ti.s only on aceoimt t)f the folks here- 

made his ap|K!m:ance in tlie village, just at the time abouts. I AA’ould not iiotlier you, but you knoAv there’s 


scraping, and the dance never begins.” ’ neglect the old proverb of ‘ Let well alone.’ Tlie hiiid- 

Tlic fiddler’s tongue Aveiit nriniug on in this waj'^, lady was silent, 
until his Avor.siiip at length took a friendly Ifave of him. AVoeks wamt over, and at leiigth she*l)egan again — 
Wf sliall, lioAvever, remain, and tell the reader some- ‘ Hans, you wamldii’t do anything to injure me?’ 
tiling of tlie liistory of this strange cliaracter. ‘ Not for tiie Avorld !’ 

It is now nearly thirty years since the old man first ‘Look yc — ’ti.s only on aceoimt of the folks here- 

made his ap|K!m:ance in tlie village, just at the time abouts. I AA’ould not iiotlier you, but you know- there’s 

Avlien the iicav church was cojisecrated. AAlien he first a talk You can come back again after a month 

came among the villagers, li^phayed for tliree days and or two, and you’ll he sure to find my door open to you.’ 
tlirce niglits almost incessantly the maddest twines. ‘Nay, nay, I’ll not go away, and tlien I shall not 
Superstitious folks muttered one to another that it Avant to co^e back.’ 

must be Old Nick hiipself wh(> could druAv such spirit ‘No joking, Hans— I’m in earnest — you must go.’ 
and life from the instrument, as never to let any one ‘ AATel], there’s one Avay to force me ; go up into ray 
have rest or quiet any more than he seemed to require roetn, pack mr tilings into a bundU*, and throw them 
it himself. During the whole of this time he scarcely into tho road ’: otherwise I iiromise you I’ll no4 budge 
utu a morsel, and only drank — but in ’jotent draughts from the spot.’ » » 


— during the x>auses. Often it seemed as if he did not ‘You’re a doAvnriglit good-for-notli^g fellow, and 
stir a finger, but mer^dy laid the fiddlestick on the that’s the truth ; but what do Avith you ? ’ 

strings, and magic sounds instantly Vame out of them, ^‘MaJrymc!’ . 

AA'hile the* fiddlo-boAv hopiied up and dow'n of itself. ’The ajiswcr to this was fjnothi 


sinngs, anu magic sounus lusuiniiy 'came out infiu, irimry luu; . 

AA'hile the* fiddlo-boAv hopiied up and dow'n of itself. ’The ajiswcr to this was fjnother box on the ear ; but 

Hey-day! there was a merryn>aking and pieje of^ this time ft w^as acbnmistercd miiclimore gently than at 
work ill the largo dancing-room of tho ‘Sun.’ (>nce. tl^p dance. As soon as the landlady’s back w^as turned, 
during a pause, the hostess, ^ buxom, pcV'tly wi<jow, Hans took his fiddle ami struck up a lively tune, 
erh‘d out, ‘Hold hard, fiddler; do stop— tho cattle are From tiiSc to time the hostess of the ‘Sun’ rixuirred 
all quarrelling with you, apd wilf starve:^ if you don’t to the subject of Hans’s removal, urging him to go ; 
let tho lads and girls go homo and fe*d them. If you’A''e but Ids answer was alway s ready— alw^ays the same — 
no pity on us folks, do for goodness’ sake stop your ‘ Marr^ me ! * 

fiddling for the sake of the poor dumb creatures.’ One day in conA’crsiwiion she told him that the police 

‘Just so !’ cried the fiddler: ‘here you can Jce how would be sure spoh to jiiterterc and forbid liis , remain- 
man is the noblest animal on the faco of* the earth; ing longer, jis ho had nd proper eertifleate ; and forth, 
man alone can dance — ay, dance in couples. Hark Hans answered not a wonl, but cocking Iqs hat know- 
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inijly Oil the loft side, he whistfcd ja merry tune, and sef. chuokled at the thought (jfs he expreBsed <t) that lie 
out for the castle of the count, disfank a few miles. I was eating himself up, and drrfning tlio glass to the 
I The Yilh^ at that time belonged to the Count von / last drop, y 

S . r * t. / * HanSf luoreorcr,' was noY^pormitted again to play to / 

That evening, as the lancj^dy was standing by the*' the children under the village oak on a summer even- 
kitchen fire, her cheeks glowing with the reflection ing. 'Aus he lived quite % new life ; and liis former 
from the hearth, llans entered, and without xioving a (^>irit scenuxi ii» some measure to return. In the 
muscle of his face, handed to her a paper, and said, summer, wliep tl\e Imilding of the now schoolhouse 
* Look ye, there’s our nuirriagc - license ; the count was comm^inced, old Hans was rivettod to the spot as 
dispenses with puhlisiiing the bans. This is Friday — if 1>y mj^iC*^ there^he sat upon the timbers, or on a 
I Sunday is our wedding-day !* , «» pilerof stones, watching the digging and hammering 

j ‘ What do you sa^% you saucy fellow? I hope* wfthSixtMi attention. Early in the mornpig, Avhen tlio 

I * Ilolh), Mr Stdioohimster ! ’ interrupted linns, as he huilders went to their work, they always found Hiins 
I saw that worthy functionary passing nlie window just iilreailj^ on the Ri)Ot. At hreakfast and noon, when the 
i at that instant. * Do s!hp in here, and read this men stoptkH^l work to take their meals, M'hicli m «*?(? 

I pajHjr.* • ^ hrought them by their wives and ehiMren, old Hans 

J Hans held tlie landhuly tight by thc#arm, while the found himself seattxl in the midst of tlio circle, and 
; schoolmaster road document, and at tlie conclusion ' playal to them as they ate and talked. Many of the 
I tendered his congratvdations and good Avishes. villagers cjuie and joined the party ; and the whoUi 

i ^ MVell, w^ll — Avith all my heart!’ said the landlady one continued scene of merriment. Hans olriu 
1 at length. ‘ Since ’tis to he so, to tell ^lio truth I’ve said that never Ixfore knew Ids own importance, lor j j 
I long luuha liking for yon, Hans; bvit ’twas only on he seemed to ix^ wanted evervAvhere — whether folks 


account of tlie prate and gossip ’ 

} ‘ Sunday morning then ? * 

, ‘ Ay, ay— you rogue.* , | 

I r merry scene was that, when tin tlie* following | 


danced or rested, his fiddle -had its part to play : and j 
music could turn the thiimcst ])ota to - broth into a j 
savoifry feast. i 

But an unforeseen misfiudiine aAvaiterl our friend 


Sunday morning Hans the Fiddler — or, to give him his Ilans, of whiidi the worthy magistrate, notw ithstaiuling 
proper style, Johann Gruhenmiillcr — paraded to chnrch his kiii'ln(*ss to the ohi man, was unintentionally the 


by the side of his betrothed, fiddling the Avixlding- 


11 is worshij) came one day. ju'compaiued hy a 


march, partly for his self-gratification, ])artly to give young man, avJio had all the look of a gcivins: the hitter 
the ceremony a certain solemn hilarity. For a short stood for some minutes, with his arms fohled, gazing 
space he deposited his instrument on the baptismal .at 1 Ians, av ho was busy fiddling to tlie workpeople at 
font ; but the ceremony being ended, he shouldered it tlieir dinm r. 


again, struck up an unusually brisk tvuu^, and played 


‘Tliere .stands tlh.‘ hist of the fiddliTS of M’hom I 


so rruiTvcllously, that the folks were fairly dying with 1 told yon,’ said the magistrate; 'I want you to paint 


laughter. 


j him — ho is the only relic of old tinn -s whom viv have 


Ever since that time Hans resided in the village, and left.’ « 
that is as much as to say that mirth and jollity alxide • 'J'he artist complied. At first old Hans resisted the 
there. For some years iiast, however, Hans w’as oft«i operation stoutly, hut lu; Ava.? at length w'on over hy 
subject to fits of dejection, for the authorities had the jiersuasfon of his.AA'orship, and allowed tlie artist to 
deerecd Jliat there should l»e no more dancing wijli.mt take his likeness. AVh't^i tremhling impatience lie sat 
the spetnal permission of the magistrates. Trumpe ts before liie easel, wanting every instant to jump up and 
and other w'ind-iustrumeiits supplanted the •fiddle, and see v\ hat the iqan Avas about. Hut tills tlic artist 
our friend Hans could no longer play his merry jigs, would not allow, anil promised to show' him the jiicturii 
except to the children under the old oak-tree, until hi.s Avbeii it wan fiuislicd. Day after day old Hans had to 
reverence, in tlie exercise of his clorical powej's, forbade sit to the artist Sn this state of w'oiidcr and susik'iisc, 
even this amusement, as pi'c,judicial to sound school and Avhen at n(x)M he playtxl to the workmen at thilr 


dis<ni>liiie. 


meals, his ttmes were slow and lioavy, and had lost all 


Hans lost his Avife just three years ago, A\ith whom their former vivaenty and spirit, 
he liad lived in uninterrupted harmony. Brightly and At length the picture was finished, and Hans Avas 
joyously as he hail looked on life at the outset of liis allowed to six; himself on canvas. At the first glanct* 
career, its dost? seemed often cloudetl, sad, and burthen- he started b{u;k in atfright, crying out like one mad, 
some, more than lie Avas hiiii.self aAvare. * A man ought * Douner and Blitz ! — the, rascal has stolen me ! ’ 
not to grow so old ! ’ he often rei)oatcxl — an expression From that day forAvariJ, when the artist had gone 
Avhich escaped from a long train of thought that was away, and taken the picture Avith him. old Han.s aaus 
passing uiiconsciously in the old man’s niind, in AA'hich quite ehangt«l: tie vi'ent about the vilhigis talking to 
he acknowledged to himself that young limbs and tlie him.self, and was often ^leard to ^nutter, ‘Naihslupto 
vigour of youth pro|x?rly Ixsloriged to the careless life the yall I — stolen ! Hans has his eyes ojKm day ami 
of a wandering musician. * The hay doty's not groAw a.s night, hxjking down from the wall — never bleeps, nor 


sweet fts it did thirty years ago!’ lie stoutly mam- 


eats, nor drinks. Stolen! — the thief!’ Seldom could a 
sensible word |>e drawn from him ; hut hi^ playeil the 


The new viHige magistrate, avIio had a pixmliarly wildest tunes on his fiddle, and every now' and then 


kind fexrling towaiA«idd Hans, set about devising would stop mud laugh, exclaimiipt, as if gazing at some- 
means of securing him ntom w'ant for the res If of his thing, ‘Ha, ha! y^u old fellow tliere, nailed uji to the 
(lays, llie sum (no inconitderahle on<^) for w'jiich itfie wall, with yoitr fiddle; you can’t play— yon Are the 
house Avas insured in the flre-oflSk;c w^as li^' law' n«t (.wro^g one — herehe^its!’ 

payable in full until another house should be built ^n On one (x^casion the spirit of the old man hurst out 
its place. It tliat the parish ha<l for a long agajp : it wiis the day Vhen the guily-deckixl fir bush 

time lx‘cu Uml^g out for a spot on whiefl to erect a was stuck upon the finished gable of the new school- 
new schorf^ttse in the village, and nt the suggestion house.* The^ carpeifters and masons came, dressed in 
of the wiM^Iiy magistrate the authorities now Wught their Sunday clotlkjs, preceded by a band of music, to 
fVoi; 2 | the ground on which his cottage had stood, fetch ‘the master.’ The old fiddler, Hans, Avas the 
W|1m that remained upon iti But the old man did Aadiole day long in high spirits ~ brisk and gay us in liis 
&t wiejfe to be paid any .sum ^owilf and an^miuity licst yfnrs. lie sang, drank, and played till late into 

wife iBatfled on him instead, amply suflocicnli to provide 

for all his \vants. This plan quite took his fancy ; he ♦ Tula custom Is prettily related In Ancrbacli's sUiry of • ?vo.* 
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tlio iiiglitf and in the inoming he was found, witli his 

flddle-bow in liis haUli, dead in ins bed 

Many of the villagt^rs fancy, in tlie stillness of the 
h night, when the clo('k strikes twelve, that they ISbar a 
sound in the schoolhousc, like iho sweetest tones of a 
fiddle. Some say that it is old Hans’s instrument, 
whiedi lie bequeathed to the sehoojhouse, and Vlmdi 
plays by itself. Othc.Ts declare that the thnes whitfli 
Hans played into the wood and stones, when the house 
■ wjis buildiiijr, come out of them again in tyjn^ght, ♦ Be 
i this as it may, the children are taught in all the^*ncw 
i rational molliods of instruction, in a building wilich is 
' still haunted by the ghost of the Last Fiddler. 


I 

• COTTON— OLD AND NEW TIMES. 

i A TKOPOSAL lias lately iK-eii made, with perfect gravity^ 
and in a rcspectahlc quarter, to supersede the machinery 
; ii.scd ill the flax and cotton nianufac.turo, Und to rev<'rt 
: to tlie good old plans of spinning and weaving by hand 
— the object of the proposal iM-iug, as is alleged, to 
iiiid employment for the poor. According to this notion, 
we iniist go back to a primitive .state of tilings. Every 
village is to have its IV w well-paid haiidliKiin w^cavers ; 
in every cottngi* we are to liear the agreeable sound <d‘ 
tlu‘ sjunning-wluM l ; by all wliich the world is to lx* 

1 ^ imule very eonifortabh', and j»ovcrty is to be lianished 
I oiii of iloors. We assure our readers that this is no 
j jolo A certain elas.s of patriots consider that: factory 
I liii/our is ruining the country, and they kindly ami 
I heartily ailvis(‘ such measures to avert the final calus- 
1 : trojihe. 

I ; It would ajtpear that the last prejudice whit.’h a man 
1 ; resigns is a belief in the Golden Age. The most diffi- 
i eidi tiling to iearn is the fact that the world is miprov- 
y illg^ Our reeollecti<ui .stretches so far back a.s to re- 
i; memVier tlii- era of Inmdiooms ; we lived •for years in 
r the hiidst of them; and yet we cannot distinctly say 
that they wen;* very iiowerful as engines of social happi- 
ness. At the beginning of the presejit C'entury, cotton 
iind linen weaving were well-jiaid crafts, perltajis the very 
! he.-it going; and it is quite true that weavers lived well, 
and iliat some of them .saved money, and were credit - 

I i able members of society. But it i.s likewijje consistent 
Ij with our recollection that at tliat very period of tc.\- 
;! tile ]»rosperity there were liosts of mendicants who 

I I begged from d<x)r to door, highway robberies inmi- 
I ! merable, and the style of living among the humbler 
i ; c'lassi's generally anything hni refined or comfortable, 
i! If this he true ns a goiiqr«l picture of affairs, the 
i’ Golden Age must retreat to an earlier epixli ; ,4nd it 
I would servo little purpose to bring back a state of tilings 

I wdiicli clearly failed* in its p’Vesumed object. Let it 
, he granted that liaiidloom 'workers w ere not overpaid, 

; ! \t surely needs no logic to prove that their wage's were 
I ! a tax on the community, and if wo can^lo w ithout this 
fijiecies of taxation, so mueli the better ; because more 
money is left at our di|ipo.sal for other tilings. We may 
lalncnt that a class of w orkers shouli^ have been n'dueed 
to poverty * but it would surely he unreasonable to 
n\stoi (; an e.xi)euflivo apeeics of lafx>ur that can per- 
fornuKl for us at tlic most insignificant cost l^y inanimate 
materials. As has been sagaciously obscrvctl by Mr 
Burton in his ‘ I*olitical Economy* — ‘ w hile the broken- 
down handlooTU-woaver bc5ieves th.tt he is doomed to 
labour more than other men, and obtain less, the real j 
calamity of his lot is, that he has never known wdiat 
true labour is ; for if we really and seriously compare 
it with other efibrts of human iK'ings around us, it i.s an 



^buse of words to call flie jerking of a stick from side 
to side, with ^ fcfV other uniform motions, by the name 
of labour. A m^hinc does it, and a machibc ought to 
doit: men werc\nade fi higher) more intricate, more ii 
daring tasks/ ^ II 

From this moral point of view let us proceed to see 
what is The actual difference between the produce by 
hand and iiy machinery. In the great handloom days, 
elery weaver required to be /issisted by a female 
'finder of wi?ft ; but if this increased the quantity of 
employment, it also raised the ta^ on our pockets. A 
clover man, so aided, could weave two pieces of fine 
sbirting, each twenty-four yards in length, in six days. 

A hid, assisted by a girl m fourteen years of age, by 
superiuteiuliiig power-loom.s, can now weave about 
twenty-four jiToees of the same kind of cloth. Here are 
ve times the product', and of course so much greater 
chriiinoss tliat tlie public receives a vast»benefit from 
the cliange.^ Had power-looms, therefore, never l>ecn 
invented, is it not probable that cotton cloth would now 
have been as liigli-priced as silk, and beyond the roiu’h 
of the liiimider classes? Weaving by hand, liowever, 
would hi^ve been of easiei* accoiriplislmient than h/i^- 
spinning. In a cotton factory, with a steam -cngincT?!* 
lot) ]iorse-pow(‘f, there are .50,000 spindles, wliicli are 
superintended by about 750 per.son.s. The quantity of 
yarn for weaving proiluced by this mechanism in a 
day would exteiul (J2,.500 miles in length — being as 
miu'h a.s would require the labour of 200,000 persons 
w'itb the common vSjiinning-wheel. We believe there 
are now' upwards of 2000 such cotton mills in the 
United Kingrlorn, giving motion to at least 20,000,000 
•:>f spimlles — the whole doing the w ork of 400,000,000 
of persons, if estimated by the power of hand-labour. 

^ Now altliough steam is, lor the most part, tlie 
moving agency of this vast manufacture, it is not to 
be i^ssiuued that there is not a*prodigious »moun<; of 
cintdiiyinont for w'orkin’s of both sexes. Five or six 
3 'eai*s ago the numlK'r of iXTsons, young and old, em- 
ployed in stunning, w'oaving, bleaidiing. and other pro- 
cesses in jireparing cotton cloth, ainouuted to .542,000 
— a number, we should fahi'V, considerably beyond 
wli.it were einployotl in the Gohlon Ag^of jmrely hand- 
labour and customer-w ork. But ns, besides these, large 
numbers are inoidentully engaged in lielping on the 
niamifacture—sueh as shippers, merchants, ifiachino- 
makers, and tradesmen — the sum-total amounts to mil- 
lions. It w'us calculated that in the payment of W'ages 
to the above 542,000 persons, thirteen millions of pounds 
were dispensed every year. To talk of the advantages 
of hand-labour in the face of tliis fact ! And, as there 
are otlier thirteen millions paid away among proprie- 
tmss. ('apitali^its, engineers, coal-masters, and others 
connected with tlie manufacture^ it w ill be seen that a 
.system so jiroducti ve must Have Avidely-diffifsive efieets. 
Adding L.l 0,000,000 ns the cost of tke raw' material, 
it wro^Jld appear that the t(.Ar'v?llue of cotton goods 
manufactured in the Unit'd Kingdom amounts to 
^.8(>,00^,<i00 per niiuum. Kather more than two-thirds 
this amount, or L,2r»,000,000, are said to he exjxirted, 
leaving about a third fiir liome consumption. Dixluct- 
ing L. 10,0(50,000, as the cost of raw' material, from the 
L.2(j,0(X),000 of exports, it is evident that the national 
gain, so far us export is concerned, is the sum of 
L.16,000,000 every yc;ar. I^et it now for a moment be 
coiiside|K*d w'hat^w'ouid Ijc the consequences if this 
profit fronj the'exterrjil trade w^ro cut off. Werc#w'e 
to exterminate all tlie cotton-milks, and go baclc U> the 
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much-loved Golden Age, whorf, by the agency of the^^ alarm lies in the possibility of a stoppage# or great 
spinning-wheel and the loom, tlidre n^erp produced a’ shortcoming, in the import of ra|v material, on which 
bare sufficiency of linen sliirts for the homo population, the vast structure of the cotton-manufacture is estab- 
it is clear that, besides sll ^ther inybnvenieiices and lishe#. Sucii has been the odtance of tliis manufacture, 
losses, we should be losing sixteen millions of money that latterly the quantity of raw cotton introduced 
in the form of annual exports. How tliis deficiency is has fallefi considerably below the demand. Sui)ply lias 
to be compensated nobody has ventured to .explain, been decreasing, consumption has been increas- 
Exports are but a reflex of imports. For t^ie sixteen AH'tlie cotton that Egypt, the West Indies, and 

millions of cotton articles sold to foreigners, money, some other countries can send, has sunk into iiisigni- 
or money’s worth, is returned. And so with all othrr ficiaiice. /Jut; great lelianco has centered in the United 
articles. The total of our exports, pixjfcy nearly ajl Stat'^s, from wliich there were imported in the year 
manufactures, was in? 1849 estimated Vt L.63, 000, 000 ; emlin|,' September 1850 not less than 1,100,771 bales; 
and tlierc^ were of course imports of one kind or other and as other European countries dniw'' their civief 
to the same amo\int. Wines, teas, sugars, silks, and siipplioo from the same source, it becomes a delicate 
other foreign ,arti(*les that ^minister to the wants of a question liow far the States will be able to meet the 
refined people, not to speak of hard casli, were, directly growing demand. A deficient crop 8i)reads gerioral 
or indirectly, obtained in exchange ; and^if tlic nation, consternation. We observe it stated that the diini- 
fbllowiug tlie crotchet of orators and novelists, chose mshed crop of the past year raistHl the market ])rice of 
to revert to processes of hand laboiir sufficient only for raw cotton to England alone by the sum of at h‘;ist 
home-suppl>'^ it would need at the same time to make L.1, 500, 000, •'which is equivalent to 75 per cent, of rise 
uf; its mind to coarse diet, mean attire, much misery, on previous i)rices. 8uch enhancements in the cost 
and probajdy universal disorganization. of tlie material strain the resources of tlie innnu- | 

One might laugh at the ignorance, blit it is not easy to facturer, limit the production, and dainago general i 
cxcHse the ingratitude, which atTecds to disjiaragc this commerce. Wiat step should be taken to prevent | 

stupendous manufacture; for if the cotton -mill and sliortcwinings Uke this, or of a still more serious ; 

pqjpjr-loonv had never IkhTii invented, this# country, nature, is the question of the day. The supj)ly of 
fimited in its field of agricultural produce, could never cotton from America is i]n(loul)tedly precarious. We. , 
liave found means to sustain itself tllroiigh the mar- fear not interruj)tions from war. What excites uneasi- | 
velloua struggles which ushered in the present century, ness is the social condition of tlie south. TIkj cotton j 
and by which it still sustains it.s credit. The cotton plant is cultivated entirely by the fori'ed labour of I 
manufiicture may indeed be said to luive become a slaves, and, \sitli the example of a failure in the free i 
main prop of England’s greatness; and in this light we labour of the West Indian negroes, it may be shrewdly j 
w^ould consider the fiietory-worker, toiling in olKscurity, guessed that emancipation in tlie soutliern states : 
to l>c a highly iisefiil and estimable inembor of .«:ocicty. of America 'would act unj)leasa!itly on the cotton 

But how great should be our reverenee for the few in- market. There is, indoetl, no immwliatt* llkcliliood of 

dividuals by wliosc Ingenuity the niaiiufacturc came the aboUtion of American slavery — and the i’act on its 
originally into shape! Future times will do the me- own mqrits is anything bub a subject of gTaiulation — 
jnory of those men justice, when tlie glittering but i)ut assuredly tlie day will come wlicn this ilismal j 
barren pageantry of destroyers sluill Ixj forgotten. ^ .system will lerruiiiate. A sudden eonjuncturo of cir- j 
If the early history of the cotton manuftmture was cunistances miglit in.stantly shatter it in picccfs. j 

signalised by some suiprising efforts of genius, its Icter On these, as well us on other prudential '. rounds, it 
pi'o*^ess tias developc;d a not loss remarkable degree of behoves those who are concerned in tlie public welfares 
spirit in matters of social concern. It is almost trite to look a-liead ; yet, strangely enough, the question nf 
to oljserve that the great public moveinent.s of recent a supply of cottofi has never been treated as a thing 
years have either originated in, or been actively pro- of vital moihent, except by the fc^v who ari> m(.»re 
moted by, the ‘ men of Manchester,’ Casting our eyes directly affected ?; Very much to their credit, a handful 
back a few coiiturics, -we perceive that the iirincipal of nu n in Manchester have occupied themselves with 
figurants in lii^tory 'wen.Miidividuals high in rank; so the subject, ..and gone the Icngtli of commissioning a , 
mu(di so. tliat the names of commoners engaged in person to inquire into the possibility of procuring siiffi- i 
trading pursuits arc scarcely heard of. Thing.s arc cient supplies of raw cotton from lndi:i. The result of ! 
now wandVu'fulJy reversed. Jlank rarely takes a lead the investigation will be looked for with intcTCst. it is 
in anything inoinentoiis ; and the movements of the ineanwhile gratifying to know, that in the iimvly-set-np I 
day n^eeive their imrpose and direction from cotton- free black republic, Liberia, on the coast of Africa, tbcri' ■ 
spinntTS. The doctrine of a free intercourse among is every prospect of raisitfg cotton as good as that of j 
nations might still have been a dry theory, slumbering the United States, providfivl capital be employed in | 
in the pages of the juditical economist, but for the tlie enterprise. Samples submitted to the Manclicstcr j 
practical ‘go-ahead’ expostulations of the cotton trade. ChamlxT of Commerce have, we understand, Ix'cn 
From the same cx^ntro of mental energy there seems rcix)iteil as suitable for^v large department of munii- 
likcly to come forth the only scheme of national eduga- fac!tu/es. In some parts of Australia also, cotton of a 
tioii wlqch can be practically adopted among a people good quality may be cultivated. Considering tlui ! 
diiuded by ^ religious •Jiffertmecs. And wliilc vfo now (;ritical nature of the circumstances, liow much more 
write, a pbin for the establishment of public librarie.s, worthy and rational it would be to work out the 
accessible withofit all, receives important signi- problem of |j. future supply of this essential product, 

ficance from the spirit Ut which it is caught up«in the than to direct the%popular encri?y into p()lcmi(.'al dis- 
cotton metropolis. y • cussions, wliieh. tend only to unprofitable discord! 

Beared from small beginnings, and cjoiiAutrtecl b^ ^ Let no man flatter himself with the notion that tlie 
men of matchless energy, the cotton manufacture, by tide fef cotton manufacture can be rolled hack. Wo 
its very greatness, is a matter of serious solicitudS, could not rcyert to the cpinning-wheel and handloom, 
Not Lancasliire and Lanarkshire alone, the ii.ore imme- eveif if it were desirable. Millions are to be provided 
diatc theatre of its operations, look on its continuance with food, and obligistions of vast amount to l?e Uqui- 
with anxiety ; but any derangement in its progress, by dated, only by^^supuprting the mighty fiibric of factory 
diiturbing trade, sends a startling throb tlirough the labour. Dismal that England is everlastingly to 
of the whole empire. Everi one feels the acimoni- ‘pirouette on its great toe’— better return to aw age 


^ry pulsation. Some persons almge tkat they entertain of simuJicity. Impossible, dear, well-meanmg medi®- 
§0098 ^ account of the unwaiike cdnditjpn of the vallsts ! There is no standing still, and no going back. 
eoftstsTof Engiaad. A much more serious ground of Our individual and national necessities, our very inborn 
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aspiration*, compel us to •keep inoving onward. The 
Englishman’s hopes a%c mortgaged. He stands or falls 
hy — cotton I ^ W. C. 

f ; 

BAB AND BILLY.* 

Lv these days of locomotive enginpe it has b(X;ome 
something rare to travel by n stage-coach ; y&t in a 
j’cinote districts of England these Old-tkshio^d veliicJes 
may still be seen, pending the completion vt aft artetial 
system of railways. The fossil remains of both ^car- 
riages and horses may possibly amuse and indke^to 
aiiti(iuarian i\;search our descendants in tlie fourth or 
liftli generation^ who will scarcely believe that their 
clumsy forefathers were content to travel at the rate of 
])()(jr (‘ight miles per hour. I hapiiened lately to iJass 
tlirougli an agricultural district of England in one of 
those aiitiqiiated nuichiues, and as we stopped to clumge. 
horses in a snjiall country town, a i>retty, rosy, w^cll- 
(h-essed young woman came out of the im? and asktd 
llu‘ t'oacliman if there was a seat. 

‘ All full outside, missus, Tuit tlicre’s one inside jdacc.* 
And opening the door, our future lellow- passenger 
stepped lightly in. 

Our party before consisted, besides myself, of jin old 
gontleinan and liis wile, u quiet, benevolent-looking 
pair, who, as tluw told me, had left tlieir shop in 
Ma.nclu%ster under their son’s care, in order to take a 
inontirs holiday, and visit their married daughter in 
i)ie <*()untry, whose tliree yuimgcr cliildren they \iad 
uevi yet seen, d iidging from the huge light-looking 

icel carefully plaaxl between tlieui, and iroiu whose j 
scanty j»Mper eovi^ring peeped out the furry mane of 
H wi»odeu horse, the briglit yelloAv leathern arm of a 
wax-doll, a portion of a painted velvet ball, and sniidiy 
gear of a like luiture, to say notliing of a round 
s«;lid package on the old lady’s lap, labelled Erorii i 

Kiehards, Cunloctioucr to her Majesty’ — arguing, 
say, from those phenomena, there scorned little doubt 
that the arrival of grandpapa and grandmnmma wmuld 
be joyfully hailed by their juvenile desccudaiits. 

Having accepted a i)incli*of snuT from the old | 
gontlennm’s silver box, and exchanged with both my 
comi)aTiions a few of those originifl meteorological 
ohsv'rvations which, form the orthodox intrVhndion to 
every English conversation, wc hecame quite good 
friends, and had just entered deeply into a discussion 
ofi the corn-laws, wlicn tarifls, tixod duties, ^id sliding- 
seales were ]>anislu‘d from our though ts hy the entrance 
of the fourth traveller. 

A j(»yons- looking creature she was: twenty -three 
\ears old, live years married, and tlie mother of three 
cliiUlrcn, as, in rejily to the kind matronly inqiiiries of 
the old lady, she soon inforJhed us. The elderly pair 
bi'gaii after a time to conveiSe with her as freely as if 
hhe were their own Margaret, and her little ones the 
three unknown grandchildroiu for whosi^ benefit the 
toy-aiul-cake trades A.lancltt‘Bter had received sucli 
<K'cith-d encouragement. Not seeing, I suppose,* any- 
thing very awful in my gray hidr, wrinkled cheeks, 
and siK'etaclcs, our young compmiion chatted away 
gaily, and told us how’' auxkms yhe wii^ to reach her 
home, whioli she had left for a day or twm,in order to 
make some necessary thirchasos in tVe town. 

* I’m. afrajd the dairy is going on badly,’ slie said, 

‘ and then my master must be louely; and tlie 
little things, I daresay, are calling out for mamma.* 
Now,’ she continued, as we passinl a miji^xtone, ‘ in 
half an hour we shall reach tlio cross-roads, where 
Bober t said he would meet me w'th the children ; and 
old Neptune, the watchdog, and ptyy Bifb, I’ll answer 
tor it, will be there too.* 

I ‘ And who is Bab?’ I asked with a smile. 


* This is an (ulaptatiou, or rather mvturalisation, from the 
French. 


I ‘ Ah, sir, if you only^saw her !— -the most beautiful j 
mare you evy bbherd. Her skin is so sleek, her eyes I 
are so bright, and she is as intelligent as\iny of us ! 
here!’ \ I * .» i 

Seeing us smile, our y^ung friend blushed, and con- ' 

I tinned — ‘ Well, witliout comparing brutes with, human 
beings, Lmay say that I love Bab, because I brought 
her up, and fed her with my own hand, ever since she 
was foaled, f was almost a cliild then, and she used to 
follow me about mother’s house just like a dog. \Wicn 
I#narricd, father made her a i)rc3ent to me, and I used 
to ride her to chufeh and market. •I might do anything . 
I pleased with her: a word'foom me was sufKcient to 
guide her without using either whii) or bridle ; but to 
every one else slic was as ftricky as a kitten, and as 
vicious as a mule. My husband was ^uite afraid of 
her, and, to say the truth, she did not show him the 
slightest consideration. In process of time it pleased 
JJftmdence to send us a little boy, and almost before he 
coultl walk, Bab ]>ecame his constant playfollow. Tlie 
little monkey used to tease tier in every way — imll hdr 
fet lotks, and ^strike her with his little wliip; a,thing she 
would not enthire even from me. Wlieii lie was creeping 
ix5tw"ocn her hoofs, or rolling with lier on the litter, sho 
used to treat him as gently^ and take as mucli care not 
to Imrfc bin, as 1 could possibly do myself. He iised.’;^ 
go with her into the fields, climb on li(‘r back, and play 
with her tlic livelong day ; in short, there never was a 
more attached pair of friends. It has been just tlie 
same with the two little ghls who oanic after our boy,’ 

‘ And 1 daresay,’ remarked the ohl gentleman, a,s he 
tapped hi.s snutf-box, ‘ that Bab Avill bo equally kind to 
the little boys and girls that are yet to come?’ 

'J'lie haiqiy young motlier blushed again, and tlicn 
with a smile which showed her pearly toetli," she said, 
addressing the old lady — ‘Would you like, iiui’aiii, to 
hear about Bab and her colt?’ 

‘ So, then, Bab is a motlier : ’ 

^ ‘ Oh yc.s; she lias the funnie.sl, nicest little foal that 
can be : the ehihlrcm call liiin Billy. Every day regu- 
larly at dinner-time lie and his* mother mi^ke tl^pir 
appoliranco at the wdndow', and wait there with their 
nostrils touching the glass, and their bright eyes fixed 
on us, until we give them their dessert of potatoes and 
bread. One Jay about a fortnight since they did not come 
as usual. I was ju.«t remarking their fibsence to my 
husband, wdien wo were startled hy a sound of furious 
gallojiping, and tlie next moment in boiyided the mare 
througli the oiien door ! Her coat was all rough, and 
her eyes wild, her body wms covered with sweat, and 
her mouth with foam, wdiile lier s]cndei^liml:)S*t«;anbled 
ooii^mlsively. vSlie came up close to mej and uttered a j 
moat piteous neigh. ‘‘ Ah. Bobert ! ” crieil I, some- I 
thing nmst have happened Billy ! ” “ Perhaps so,” said ' 
he : “ I’ll go ask the men if any of them knOAV wliere 
he is.” Poor Bab gave another nt'igli, and walked 
towards tlfe door, still keeping her head turned towards 
me. SvHiing that I did not follow her, she came hack, 
seized the skij;t of my dross with lier teeth, and drew 
me on. I immfHliately follow'ed her, and she vsent on 
rapidly across tlie fields, looking llju'k now ijnd then to 
asoertain that I was following. My husband and one of 
the labourers cimie after us; ^if ter walking about 

lialf a wuile, we came to a deep iiond, surrounded by a 
sHijpery sloping bank. IJown this poor Billy had 
f|lien, aA(> now lay senseless in the water. The soft 
b|nk was quite cut up by the lioofs of the mare w liile 
making vain efforts to save her foal. It was w'hen she 
found this impracticable that poor Bab liad recourse 
to us ; aud now we all set to work to rescue Billy. 

1 It was no easy mutter to draw^ out his body ; but 
I my husband knowing — ^kind soul! — ^how much ! loved 
i the two animals, used|every possible exertion, anti at 
1 length "Aronght the unlucky foal to land. But there 
I lie lay w^hout breath or motion, aud wo ’thought 
1 him dead. However, Bobert and tliree men who canio 
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to his assistance msod Bilfy l^ctwecn them, 
carried him home. Bah followed closely with 

her head fiown, snuffing at the foal every moment, 
pushing him gently ,witk lidr iiosc,/ind moaning so 
piteously, that I could not l%lp weepuig myself. As 
soon as wo reached the kitchen I washed Billy in 
warm water, wrapped him up in blankets, aivl caused 
him to be rublaid all over ; while my husband gently 
poured some warm wine down his tliror^t. Suddenly 
the animal gave a skght start, opened his eyes, a/d 
breathed ; his mother darUd to him, scf' as almost |o 
upset my husband, Sind laid her lieAd caressingly on 
his neck, with just such a look of joy as a liuinan being 
would give. She then drew back, as though satisfied 
to leave him to our care.*) But it was when he stotai 
up, and walked towards her, that it was wonderful to 
see poor Bab. , Slie regularly wept ! ^ assure you I 

saw tears falling from her eyes — real tears as large as 
that ! ’ said the little woman, holding up the rosy tip 
of her forefifiger. 

• Just then ive came to a place wliere four roads met : 
the coacli drew up, and our fellow- travelU^r exclaimed, 
‘There’s liol)ert and the children ! ' In an instant she 
was on the roarJ, embracing her husband, a fine hand- 
some young farmer, an<l filling six little outstretched 
Ippds, as rosy and chubby u*s her own, witli tays, cakes, 
and comfits. A flue old dog stood by Avelcoming bis 
mistress after the fashion of his kind, and waiting 
patiently until it should come to his turn to be noticeil. 
As tlie last parcel was taken from the boot, a noise of , 
gallopping was heard : and wdiile the coiudi was rapiilly 
driving off, the old gentleman and lady and ni 3 self saw 
a mare and a foal rushing with all jiossible ileinonstra- 
tion of joy towards our jjretty fellow-traveller. 


‘FLirNKEV; 

In the middle ages the duties of servants were* )»er- 
fonned by the young aspirants of chivalry. 'Fhe ])age 
became the squire of the chainlxjr, then erf* the table, 
Uien of the wine-eellac, then of the jiantry, tluai of the 
stable, aifd so on, till at length he was develoj>e.d*into 
the squire of the body, or squire of honour, from 
which the next step was to 1< iiigbthotMl, These 
employments of squireluxxl tarnisfied ludther gentility 
nor manliness ; for the young men, wlio, Ik sides 
carving the meat and eonipounding the drinks, waited 
at tabic like tlie mcMlerii lackey, danced afterwards 
with the noble ladies pn?sent, ainl out of doors vit*d 
with each other in leaping uijon horseback, clothed 
in aTnv>uv from head to foot, without touching the 
stirrup. In like manner neither th<' name nor the 
office of varlet (valet) was disdained by the very highest, 
and thus we read of a prince of the Eastern empire 
who was styled the Varlet of Constantinople. This 
noble ancestry may have hail soiiie influence uik)ii the 
character an<l fortunes of the continental nnin-servaiit 
to this diiy ; for on the continent both the usages and 
abuses of chivalry sur^dved longer than in England — 
merginjy gratlually^ without being wholly lo.st, in the 
ndw manners of the f>eoplg. There is, in Ciet, little or 
no harshness obsen'able there in tlie line of distinction 
between emjdoj^'rs an^mplo) ed ; and the stiff, frozen 
hauteur of an Englisnraaster is always sure tg draw 
from the Frenchman a stare of wonder, just as it does 
from the American a roar <Jf laughter. % * ^ 

Tliis haughtiness would l )0 a fair subject for the 
satirist, but it is so likewise for the sober moralist. It 

f iit^offithe natural relationship Ikj tween man and man. 
t sunders the connection which is tlie cement of 
society, and which enables the good qualities of one 
class to run into and permeate another. It deprives 
tlie servant of all hope of rising m the cBtiniation of his 
employer Ixjyoud his own degra^, ai^ thus foires him 
to jodk 4ovrnwards insteiul of i^^wards for Aistinetion. 
ii'hqtufhntrates flunkeydoin in an antagoiiiltkMil com- 


, muhity, imitating in a vulgar way the vicoa, foibles, 
vanities, tyrannies, and haughtMiesscs of the higher 
states. 

The affectation, hauteur, Ijieanness, and rapacity of 
a certain portion of English servants w'c sot down in 
great pdrt to the account of tlie masters ; but to sup- 
pose that thc.se qfv^litics distinguish them as a class, or 
(Sstinguislf them in a greater degree than they do the 
employersi^themselvdis, is an absurdity wliieh can onl\" 

^ pane for ^hCkSakc oft the joke. The opposite qiifilitios 
are puite as common in the body ; and there are even 
soiwe^imong us who can discern worth and talent of 
no ordiiKary kind beneath tlie party-coloufed coat. Of 
such jiersons w'jis the high Tory, Sir Wliliiu* Scott. He 
made the acquaintance, we naneuiber, of a servant who 
was on a tour in Scotland with his master, and was so 
much struck with the character of tlie man — who, l>}' 
♦the way, was wholly illiterate — that their iiitercom- 
niunion did not cease at the departure of tlie travellers. 
\\ij have oifrselves seen a letter from the great novelist 
to this flunkey, informing him, in terms of fun and sar- 
casm, of his elevation to the baroiietey. In coursi* of 
time this nmn, like many of his corniKHirs, exchanged 
the service of an individual for that of the public, and 
stoiMlcat his own bar in l.<ondoTi, ivitli a white apron 
round liini, doling out tbnie-lialfpenH\^-ivorth.s of gin 
to all corners. VViiile in this situation, we brought liini 
into contact with Lord Brougham, as an ex-ll unkey 
quali/ied to give certain information on trading matters, 
which I'.is lordship desired to obtain ; w'hen the ex- 
Chanceilor of (ireat Britain received him not only witli 
cordiality, but distinction, and after a long conversa- 
tion, by no means eoiifliied to business, invited him 
w^annly to call on him as ofti n as hi* found it c<mvi‘^ 
iiiiait. 

But it is needless to .select individuals either h)i' 
praise pr censure, iiverybody knows that the class 
of male domestic servants itaii furnish (*x:implcs of 
iioiiesty, fidelity, and other virtues, as ivell as of the 
opiKisite vices. What w’c object to is the part taken 
by a jiortion of the press in giving still greater 
harshnes.s than already Vxists to the line itf distinc- 
I tion lH‘tv.('en the employiTs iuul the cmployeii. ‘ (iivo 
a dog a bad namf,’ says the jiroverh, ‘and liang him.’ 
M.akc scrvalhts feel that they are an outcast raci*, say 
we, ami they w ill very soon deserve to be hangeil. iNow 
this, w^e think, hiis done to some e.\tent by the late 
most oflensi^^e prftietiei*of employing the w ord • flunkey ’ 
as tyjiical of all that i.s mean, servile, and base. 

That the deserving memlKTS of that class of men 
whose fortunes have thrown them upon the kind of 
industry in question — a kind demandeil as inqierativel v 
as any other by the present form of Kocic>ty — feel 
keenly the taunts tu whifth they are subjected, there 
can lx* no dould. In evicknee of the fact, we rei»iint 
tlic following from a fiKitman, as it aj>peared 

recently in the Tim fa : — 

* Many articles bavin J appoariffi in your jmjier un- 
der tfie tenn “ Flunkeyann,” all depreeiatorv^ of ]»oor 
I flunkeys, may I be allowixi to claim a fair and impartial 
I bearing on the other side? I am a footnmii, a liverieil 
flunkey, a panl^K^red menial — terms wliieh omi Chris- 
tian employs to another, simply iKHiause he is, hy the 
Almighty dfkpensej of all thingsf placed, in his w isdom, 
lower in life thqn the other. Not yet having segii aby 
defence of servants, may I tru.st to your candour ami 
^oui^*nero8ity to iiikurt this humble ajiology for a set 
of men coustrained b> circumstanees to earn tlu ir ! 
living by sA'vitude ? The present cry seems to he to ■ 
lower their v'ages. J will state simply a few broail 
facts. I am aikfootnian in a fiimily in which 1 have lived 
thirteen year?. My master deerns my servieiis w^orth 
24 guinm a year. The question is, is this too much ? 

I will jtrike the average of expenditn^^ I am very 
economical, it is considered. 1 And for w'a.shing I pay 
near L.fl a year; siuies, L.4, 10s.; tea and sugar, 
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L.2, 13s. wearing appaipl, say L.4, 43.; for books 
— 1 am a reader — I aijow myself L.l^ 7s. You will see 
this amounts to L.I8, 7s. each year. I include nothing 
for amuseraent of any kin^, but say 13a. yearly. I thus 
account for L.19 yearly, leaving L.C for savings. One 
or two other things deserve, 1 think, a sligliV notice. 
What is the character rt^quired 6f» a mechanic or 
labourer ? None. What of a servaAt ? Is*he honoaf, 
sober, steady, religious, chjanly, active, industrious, an 
early riser ? Is he married ? Wo Jo to tli^'ioor fellow 
wlio does not answer yes to this category of*requ«sts, 
save the last ! The ans>ver is, Your character dt^if pot 
suit ; you w’lll not do for me. Again : docs a servant 
forget liiinself for once only, and g(it tipsy? — he is^uined 
for life. Ill a word, sir, a tliorougli servant must be 
seller, steady, hone.st, and single ; he must never marry, 
must never be absent from bis duties, must attend to 
Ills master in sickness or in liealth, mu.st be reviled, and 
never reply, must be yoimg, able, good-tempered, and 
willing, and think himself overpaid if at till' year’s epd 
he lias os. to imt in his pocket. In old age or sickness 
be may go to the workhouse, the only asylum open. In 
youth he has plenty of the best, and can get one service 
when he leaves another, if his ehanu'ter is good ; but 
w'hen youth deserts him, and age and sickness crci^p on, 
w hat refuge is there for him ? No one wdll have him. 
lie. is too old for service*, that is his answ'er. In service; 
he is trnstiHl wdlh valuable articles eif every descriiition ; 
and in what stiite of life', wlu'tlu'r servant or artizan, 
surely lie v ho is plaeu'd in .situations of trmst dese:VvTS 
a trifle more of recompense than is sufficient to pay his 
\v,iy ,'i'id no more ?’ 

'l iiis is sensible enongli so far as it goes, but it dercs 
not go far enough. If tlie wages of this irUiintive Jeain 
were double* err treble the sum lu' me;ntions, it wemld be 
a jiroed' of his having all the more; merit. Wages and 
value ii'Viust theinselvc's to eaeli otlu'r by a hnv that 
laughs ;it iii''kiiames; and if .John reecives fifty ^;uiiu*as i 
a yt ar from his master, it is sinijily because there are* 
no ertlier servic;es of the kind as good as hi§ comeatahle 
at wliat is called in the- jnarke't a >rwcr figure. Servants 
evho are master.s of their busini'ss are not eoinmou ; and 
tliose wdio are civil, sc)ht*r, sharp, untiring, and worthy 
of utdiomuled trust, are fur from innumeTabk*. If there 
weu’e* a strike of those dome'stie weirkinen th»>ughemt the 
kingdom, it w^ruld lx; felt like a streike of partial para- 
lysis. No aiuemnt erf wages would fill their places. Yeru 
eoiild not rig a jury- John in a tweh emonth. A\'e woubl 
eeruusel tiie lotteT-writing ferotmen to give the laughers 
a dose erf ]»olitie’al eeonermvg and make them grin in 
that way. Tliey might then try tlmm at defiuitiems and 
analogies, anel carrying the w^ar Iroldly into the enemy’s 
quarters, elisphiy the word Flunkey like a baimcr 
Ix'fore theiii. « 

Who is a flunkey? demands our Jerlin belligerent. 
The soldieT, who .sells himself, body aiul soul, to thodr'l]- 
S' rgoant ; wdio .'»taiids up to be shot at, or runs aw'ay, 
just as lie is orde-red % w lio ciiti* throats wdieii he is able., 
at the W'ord erf command, for lower wages than aiv Irish 
liilrourer ruts e'orn ; and whi> values the limbs be may 
len\ e on the field at no more than price of w ell- 
fashioned timber. ^ 

Who is a fhinkey ? The saihw who, for his mi.serabU* 
nie.ss of pottage, submi^,s to a peiTX'tual vojtigc of trans- 
jK^rteition, living as in a prison — only, quoth Dr Jolm- 
son, witli Worse company — sleeping in the darkest, 
narrowest, and filthiest of dungejons, and consi^intlji 
liable to find himself, on awaking, in contjict with 
Hueh * strange Ixxifellows* as focks, sbarkt^, aiiel |< in- 

JK'StS. 

Who is a flunkey ? Th§ i)olitiT'ian w^io yokes liini- 
8clf, w ith Iris e'yes ojK'ir, to the cark)f a party, liciping 
to eirag it along 

‘ Thorough muck thorough mire,* ^ 
however oflensive and suflbcatiiig ; wlio bawds himself 


hoarse in honour of thc<Nleek idol wlio holds the reins ; 
frho never shrinks from Ids share of the ancient eggs 
and docompo^d cabbages with which the pveession is 
greeted by the Mval par|y;^nd wliO at length drops 
and dies in the midst of f\\s ta.sk" without ever having 
known what it was to live the life or think the tlioughts 
of a freeman. 

Who IS a flunkey ? The fashioidst who binds him- 
self, hand and foot, soul and body, in coiiventionalitii s 
which dei*rivb liim of all power of thought or action, 
sA'e at the Mrqrulse of others ;* whose dress, move- 
luents, look, msfnners, habits, affections, emotions, 
passions, are all matter of tyrannical prescription ; 
and yet who is f'aiii of bis fetters, and feels an insane 
terror at tire idea of divesting luin.self of them for an 
instant. 

WJio is a flunkey? 'The hireling author, who wu-ites 
what he does‘*not lielieve, who flatters tastes he dc- 
wlio panilers to iijipetites he abhors, who turns 
tlUj SriiTcd press into :i source of dishonest gain ; and 
yt;t W’liosc higliest reward is a crust, a garret, i>n 
obscure death, and an nndi.slingnislied grave. 

From such tiersons — and they arc only a f^*\v among 
a iiiinierous class — respectalrle. servants would do well 
to keep aloof, except in the w ay of their business ; but 
3 'e to w'lu 4 ^ii the name wc ^i-ave .so often mentioned^ is 
strictly due, if ye .should ni(*i‘t in the liighways of 
with an indiviilual cxliibifirig such characteristie.s as 
tbe.se, turn not aw'ay from liim w'C lxjso(;cli you. 
(live Jrim, for tlx; .sake of your iiiiitual .sympathy, such 
countenaiiee as you can : lake him Iry the hand — it 
will in)t be cleaner tlian your own — and slmke it 
w'armly a.n<l greasily, for he is a Flunkey and a 
brotlier ! 


A TWFIA'EMONTII IN" CALCOTTA. 

.lEWF.LS — nA.MrN MOV — THE I'.TirRrH — HJNllOC) KKt*TlVAl. — TIIK 
eoUTO'.SS KALI — HlJRim ANT— t M>IAN SHEK UV -C OniiLBR, 

A^hjiust 2'2d. — Some pretty silver filigree ornaments 
were brought to me to-day from tljc 3*arseo wOiose ladies 
lhad vi.silcd — 1 did not know’ he was a client. » It is^iot 
a bad thing to be a lawyer’s wife. A pair of diamond 
cal'- rings came not long ago from some one — not hand- 
some ones, yet 'of value. Jutber tlu'V don't imderstaml 
the cutting of their stone.s, or tliose I have seen are in 
general inferior speei mens, for the jewels W'orn by the 
natives do not look .so well a.s jew(;ls look at lioinc, | 
although .‘>ome of tliem arc of a very lai^e size. Rings : 
are what the geiitienieii mo.st afleet. 'i!4ie ladies like 
their bangles and strings of pearhs, often di,seoloimxi. 
Diamonds and emeralds ajipear to be the most fashion- 
able stones. One rarset; inereliant I know w’ears a 
single ]X'ar-shai>ed pearl in one ear the size of a large 
bean, lie has never yet heoii able to matcli it, so the 
otlier e;ir is unadorned. 

We were still occupied with niy very pretty silver 
ornaments when llninun Roy w’lvs aiinouueed. lie 
dix*s not improve upon acquaintanee. Ills position is 
iiu^t*cd a vei’y unpleasant one. lie has returned to 
take no idnee among his coiuitymeii, for tlu'^ deny 
his claim of succession to bis patron, he Iraving been 
too lowly born to be by their laws t*ligyjlc for adoption 
by a njaii of such high caste. And Iflio European society 
arc greatly iudispo.sed to receive liim among tlienv 
Fr^judi»iC| on all sides :ire arrayeil against this innova- 
lon. We must lia^ e lived, sot*n life, and reflected upon 
existing circiuustances in India before at all becoming 
able to coQiprehend the tUvision of ranks, the insur- 
mountable barriers so contumaciously preserved be- 
tw’ecn them, and the courage, and talent, and tact it 
, would require to make even an approach to a inort; 
friendly mixture. Tliis will hardly be efil'cted by 
liamun Koy, who is pliefl or laughed at according to 
the feeungs of tlfosc llio all join in condcnijiiug ^an 
ill-concert^ experiment. 
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28 — We had a i>leasant rlvle this ereningr with oiu' the Earth, or the Creativ 0 <!Deity. The rieJi Hindoos 
friend the chaplain, whose just of^ what is to open their houses in honour of)l»her for three nights, 
done, andi what at present can only bo done, in the and they spend a great deal of money in illuminating 
scliome all good men particularly of Ws profession must their residences, and decoi^iting them with mirrors, 
have at heart, always raises i||y mind for the time above pictures, and fine hangings. Their rooms are crowded 
more frivolous objects. Improvement is so slow a work I by the ^ower Europeans, and everybody else wlio cares 
A little care of the European population would not he to sm what mayhe seen of the manners of the natives, 
amiss, if only as a lioginning at the right en(l,,of the great Xll make'a point of attending this sort of affair oiieo 
labour of Christianising the heathen. ^Thc chaplain after first arriving in the country. There are hired 
mentioned that ther^ was a much larger communit^f of daticers,^ sV ^)rU-playcrs, and jugglers; and all is con-, 
the lower orders of our countrymen Ifere than mgst du^ed most decorously while any European lady 
people allow themselves to be aware bf: he has seldom rewisl’ns ; afterwards the dances are, I understand, of 
less than three marriages a W(H?k to celebrate, reckon- a description we could not witness. Some persons 
ing all classes. Wlio would have thovght this ? Hirths think «tliis a sufiicient cause to deter finy woman from 
and burials in proportioi^ Full occupation, in short, appearing at any part of these performances, though 
for an earnest, pastor. due respect lias always been paid to propriety during 

Septemher Is/.— -How many partridges will fidl to-day their stay. Others object to attend an idolatrous fes- 
in England? We mark our time here oy the cold, the tival on religious grounds. 

liot, and the rainy seasons, and h}*’ the sessions and the I can’t make out what form of jirayer the Hindoos 
holidays. Muring this iircsont cooler weather w^e have ailopt tow.frds tlu'ir three deities, for tlicre ajipears to 
been on the Sunday afternoons attending a course of he no doiilit that tliey worship three in one — that is to 
sermons in the Scotch kirk. They hfrvc extremely say, the attributes of the Creation, the sustaining or 
interested us. The jireacher seems honest, zealous, the Preserving Erajrgj^ ami the Destroying Power. The 
fearless ; very clear and very concise. Wc all agree idols which represent these three deities, or these three 
in liis doctrines, and we admire his st^'le of delivery : attrilputes of one deity, seem to be only used to ccnivey 

further wc cannot go. *Tliero is sornetliMig so cold, some sort of image to tlie senses, as was done in the 

formal, in that long prayer, said for us :uid not Avitii , early Christian church, where statues and paintings 
us, and so little reverence in the manner of the service, were cmplo.y(‘<l to stimulate devotional exercise-s, the 
that it do<?s not touch ray heart like our own beautiful result of wivioli contrivance has been in both cases to 
Much of this may he habit. Presbyterian maieriaiise the spirit and the truth, at least among the 
friends quarrel vdth our service, so full of rejHditions, ignorant. Tlie llindoiAS periodically treat the rcsem- 

and it is a pity that our church persists in giving ns hlance of their mother earth with a singular style 


four separate services in one ; the consequence involves 
repetition, and always prodiic(*s weariness. But the 
Presbyterians do no Ixjtter. Thev make their one 


of devotion, for as soon ns all the eeremouies of her 
festival are over they fling liev image into the (..hiiiges. 
These liolidays are as much e njoyed hy us as liy ilie 


service quite as long as our four, and certainly fill it natives. The absence t»f the latter from tlie ^ ariuus 
equally with these repetitions they so much condemn j ofticcs,e^vhere they lili the suhordinate stations, releases 
ill U.S, in the face of that coinmand which tells iis not ,the principals, and Calcutta becomes empty. The 
to ^uso them vainly as the heathen,’ and gives us j^l great resource at this time is the river, l^arties hire 
wo want to say in a few comprehensive words, the boats, ami fill them with hams, beer, champagne, and 
beautiful simplicity ®f which "we destroy by our vain otlier Anglo-Indian fuxuries, and think it pleasure, in 
anipUliciTtions. * tlie damp heat of the latft r rains, to enjov these dainties 

The overland mail came in to-day, and wc had Ruch in all tic eramiied disi'omfort of a bogli(‘). 
a bumlle of lottcfrs! How true mat blessed saying, Oct. \st . — Poof little Edward has lK*en ratlier unwell 


which w'C must he as far from home as this to fi'd the agahi , lie is a very defloate child, too tall lor his age a 
full force of— ‘As cold water to a thirsty soul, so Is gieat deal — drawn up beyond his strength in this tmer- 
goorl news from a far country!’ In the P^ast the value vating climate. all vish that his imdher (>ould he 
of t}\G cold water so increases the signification of this jirevailed o» to send both him and Jiis brother lionu'. 
text. Your letter was halm and sunshine -no c/ond I 8ho really runs tlie cliance of losing thi^ child by keep- 
should say here--at anyratc all that was delightful; ing him here ; his uncle, tlie sick partner, is feeling the 
(jcorgofs was a Idank! He Iiad used had ink, and not a cliange of season very mm-h tw. They all dineil here 


word was legible ! 

lOth. — The weather is again very oppressive, and so 


this evening, and we thought him looking wretched. 
The only one who drK'sn’t sw? tliis is Ids wife, which 


'we are told it will continue for this the last month of seems extraordinary ; bill I understand it is quitii 
the rainy season. We watch for the phowers now very common for those most fhterested to lie the last to 
anxiously, and a day of rain is rapturously welcomeil, take alarm. 


the air licing always (;ooler for a short time aftcrward.s. 4///.— We spent this day in the fort, in tin; prettiest 
We get up by candlelight, and ride for a shorPtime in house of all the many pretty ones we visit in. Hio 
the mornings, being determined to do ouj best to rqjjist vicwYroin Uie ilrawing-ropin wdndows is rc'ally heauti- 
the approaching unhealthy season ; the next six weeks ful. There is the river, with its shipping and its hauls ; 
are said to he the mant trjjng time of all tlie year to part of the to\vn comes very well into tlu' landscapi' ; 
European constitutions. Every day we hear of young and the garden lielonging to the fort, with all its war- 
meri arriving ffomj^ie up-couiitry stations to go home like adonupents, is an interesting as w'ell as ;m un- 
ou sick leave — imprudent, or 1 believe I may«ratlicr common forogrouml. We spent* part* of the moridng,in 
say ignorant, young men, unacquainted Vith the Igws looking over tlie arsenal, wliere all is in sucli 
of their own nature ; and so, for want of thfu|tht, pr%- ^rfect order as to add very much indeed to the t‘flect; 


, ^rfect order as to add very much indeed to the efiect; 

paring for themselves an c^ly death, or years of broken ilj*^ ftores are very complete, and in very large quan- 
health. The ^ydaum is studded with their white titles. An|ongst othe? things is the most ixiwerl’ul 
tents, poor many not having left •themselves inaj^et I ever saw used. We found the artillery auar- 


the means to pay for better lodgings. 


ters very pleasant, i^though we had to undergo the 


22<l-^We were invited to a nautch to-day — an enter- shock of the eVening gun at^ur oars at sunset. 

pn occasion of the Dirgah Poojah— • ] OM.— Drove this cooler evening to the Kali Oliaut, 
curiousy was, aftettall^ but a stupid affair, the place of the black spirit, from whence the name 


K ,Sjiiud^ Arthur, who hw been prevailefl on to Calcuttjji'. Kali is a she-devil, of the most malignant 
I did not feel incliifed to brayf rather a nature; this is her temple, and here her votaries resort 


ht. This Dirgah Poojah is the festival of every part of India, in the hope of propitiating 
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her favouj. Wo went thqfo along a back road, through 
I a little bazaar, whenj) numbers of the images of this 
fiend are displayed for sale ; and on reaching the temple, 
were met by fewer prieste than are usually in attend- 
ance on similar places of worship. We wore late on 
purpose, as we wished the sacrifices to bo ovQp before 
wo came, not inclining to wade threjugh the bl(|od of 
the victims. All traces of this unl)leasant ceremor^ 
had therefore been washed away. This is a daily 
t.'isk, for every evening an anini^l is slyjightercc^ at 
the tlireshold of this temple, sjicred to tiie goddess of 
Destruction. Her imago was concealed by a seisin or 
curtain, whj 4 .',h w^as withdrawn to disclose !l stone 
scarcely hewn -jnto any sort of shape, illumim^ted by 
one rude lantern. A red silk drapery covered this 
deformed mass, from out of which were thrust four 
brazen arms, two on Csach side, one of the lower arms 
holding a murdorous-lgoking knife. That part of the 
figure which is meant to represent the countenance is 
rearfidly uncouth and hideous, lik(j noting in nature. 
J I has tlin^e one being in the middle of the fore- 
head. I never hit so thoroughly ashamed of humanity. 
To imagino tliis object worsliippcd, beared, adored, not 
l)y a foAv ignorant savages, but by thousands of civi- 
lised ]) 0 (>plc! Tlio Brahmin wlio showed it, ho^-ever, 
ojH'id y ridiculed the profession by wlvioh lie was con- 
tent to live, lie seemed extremely anxious to aj)j)ear 
to advantage to <iis, by diselaiming any eoniioction with 
tins tcmjde, assuring us lie was engagVKl in the sc^rviee 
of some other. Tic also told us that any money we 
ga' v svithin lliesc walls would he shared among the 
jiT'' ‘ s of Kali ; he tlu rcforo hoped W'c should remember 
liiin out.Nide, and give him some lielp towairds the sup- 
jjort of his wife and c])ildreii, adding, tluit all the mul- 
titude w ()rshipj)ing here must pay a pieo a-piece for 
Irave t o ]u*ostrat:e theulseVvc^s at tlio feet of their goddess, 
lie was a. clover man this Brahmin, slirewd enough to 
jday nifiuy parts. The crowal around was vth-y dis- 
■ Misting, eomjKvsed of most of the objects in Calcutta* 
liic delbrnuxl, tlio diseased, all anxious to ^-xhibit their 
miseries for iiicc. Tiiis is an liuMau custom, not wit li- 
on i its emuialors elsc'wheiv, • 

— This night wo have had the rehearsal of 
our long-pre])ariMg concert. The jierformers exerted 
tlu'insolvcs t(» the utmost, and seeintHi to g*ive satisfac- 
liiMi to the ro\r of judge^s who were sitting to dete(!t 
errf'is. Jh'ally one could have no idea it would have 
beon possilile to collect .so many amateurs, vocal and 
instnimeutal, so much above par. We all did justiix* 
ain rwards to a gay supper at two round t.ables, and 
the* o\ eiiing being very cool, the thermometer down to 
degrees, after a <lay of rain in good earucst, wo 
were tpiite able to enjoy the whole entertainment. 

— A hurricaiu‘ — tree* blowo down, mat huts 
scatlen'd about, l)oats in pi>iril, si dps hardly .secure, for 
tlie Sandheads are very dangerous. This gale is 
looked upon us a pretty sure fororunntT of the ccld 
w leather. 'J\*u or a tlozen yeirs ago, when the way to 
keep the Euro]H‘au constitution in hcaltli in this ts'ying 
climate was not .so w ell understoo<l as it is now , people 
usr l to assemble round a grwit trei^on the Mydaum, 
upon the loth of this month of OctrilHT, to congra- 
tulate each other on liaving survived the siekly season; 
and tlu'U they rcckoi*c*d up the myncs oi* tho.se they 
mtssed — often a imdancholy list. We must allow some- 
tliing for the more healthy results of modern imi>rove- 
ment8“-tJuTe is so much less marsh and so mucii lesj> 
jungle around Calcutta now tlpm there wa.s then; but 
the habits of society have changed for thv^ liettentoo, 
tliough there is still much to done yet in that 
res[)cet liere as elsewhere i At tlie counts to-day half 
tlie i>huie was flooded, the water hfiviug poured dovm 
in a w ay that quite defied ail preparations for its 
exit. 

22(1 — People going home every day — youdg men 
hurrying ofl* by the overland route, and families taking 


their more quiet hut ipuch more lengthy passage by 
'fcea. Wc are in* the. midst of farewell visits and fare- 
well dinners,%ind sales of effects, just as it was at the 
time we landed, ^nd a weeks after, and as it will 
be till the cold wtmther eiAs. ^Phe* scxiiety of a watering- 
place is not more fluctuating, for besides this yearly 
draft from our ranks, a perpetual change is alw^ays 
going orf— so many sent away, one after the other, to 
the ujvper* provinces, others brought down from the 
o»t-stations to the presidency. The going home is 
rjther a sa<l^ affair, involving s6mc painful partings, 
uXilcss tlie life l^wo bo over, and the farewell is for 
good. When it is for health, or for the sake of taking 
off the childrcm there are too many regrets left be- 
hind. 

29 f//.-— There i.s an enchanting American here just 
now, a young New-York man, who has come out to see 
the w'orld in one of tlie ice-ships. He has taught Cary 
me to drink sherry-cobblers. You wmuld have 
laSgijed to have seen us, straw' in hand, merrily imbib- 
ing Die cooling restorative just before setting forth m 
onr evening 4 lriv(?. I have improved upon tliis hint, for 
you know^ 1 don’t like those strong wines in any shape. 
1 have got the khansomaun to arrange witli the con- 
feijtionor to li.avc a lemon ice ready for mo as we jiass 
I to the Copr.se ; and I havi? w) doubt that the practice will 
! soon become general, though as yet wx* are rather quiz/^ 
about it. Ice is a fine tonic, anrl most certainly wc 
have felt invigorated by the small glass wx take of it at 
Ihi.s hour. AVe enjoy our drive doubly, and we make 
a far better dinner on ridurniiig home than w e used to 
do. AA’^oiit it be amusing to see the long file of eai*- 
riages, each stopping regularly before this little shop — 
tlie languid inmates just rousing sufficiently to receive 
the freezing wxUrome, and driving off again, idl actually 
I alive after such a perfect refn^shment ? This ivillcxmiCf 
1 I am certain; wc Iiave made some jiroselytes already. 
Our straws will be to us wdiat the, pipe is to the Iliudoo ; 
but 1 doubt wdiethcr wx shall ever make use of them in 
^;ively. At present the gaiety of onr ])arty rather 
scandalises tlu; uninitiated. Evep hkhviuxl laughs. 


WAUXING TO AMKllICAN ISIVlIGltAXTS. 

A warning, \vhich, for the public benefit, we repeat, 
has been given to intending American immigrants by a 
correspondent of the ‘Times,* writing from New York. 
The warning is to avoid falling into the haiid.s, or being 
influenced by the advice, of certain jiarfies who waylay 
the immigrant. At New York, where these wretches 
pursue their dishonest and evil practices, ‘ they are gene- 
rally styled “runners,” but falsely style themselves 
“ licensed runners,” and are numerously employed by 
the proprietors of lodging-houses and forw'arding-ofiices 
to go on board immigrant ships on arrival, W'here they 
entice the passengers to accompany them on shore, wdien 
they arc tuniiMl over to the tender mercies of the prin- 
cipals in this nefarious trade. Every inducement is held 
out for detaining them, and every impediment put in 
way of their departure for the country as long as 
their monej^ lasts. lV’’heii this can be del.'iyed na longer, 
they are “ forwarded,’* as if# is tcBued, in t^ie direction 
they wish to travel. If their means are ample, they are 
furnished with a ticket to take theyi the whole distance 
at an lapparcntly low cost, but in reality at double or 
tjejile the price for which they could themselves have 
yirchasAlit. If, on the contrary, they have been swindled 
out of nearly all thei*> slender resources, a ticket is pro- 
vided, ,which they are told will take them the entire 
distance, biit which, in process of time, they find to their 
sorrow only takes them far enough to get them out of 
the way, and prevent the possibility of their return. The 
sysfem is as complete as it is wicked. It extends even 
to the employment of agents, who are sent over to he 
fellow- passengers ^dur. Jig the voyage; the fiends who 
control these arrangenjents laake enormous gmns, (yid 
pay enorm^s wages to their “runners/’ but take care at 
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tbc 6<ame time to put it out of t^e power of their Tictims 
to obtain or even to seek legal j-edijess. No class of 
immigrants suffer so much from such het^rtless robbers 


froseen into one black solid mass, wliich, when thawed, 
renewed all their energies ; i^ndew frozen 8o*harda8 to 
bound from the floor like a pea,' were revived by tlie 


as the British^ while their nuiubcr precludes the possi- 
bility of giving theiiH thrft wf-riiing «ter arrival here. 


pea,' were revived by tlie 


bility of giving theiiH th<ft Warning rflFter arrival here, 
which could so easiW be bestowed at the time of embarka- 
‘ tion in i^ngland. They could there be cautioned against 
the perils that await them, and the snares wliich will 
be laid to entrap them even before lauding, irhey could 
also be told that their own countrymen hpre have most 
charitably provided piotection for them from these rcl»- 
bers, and that an institution exists whicVwas express^ 
founded for their beneflt. This insfitution is known 
as The British Protective Emigrant Board. It was 
established in 1844 by the St George’* Society of New 
York, well known as the ildest benevolent society in 
this city, and as comprising among its very numerous 
members the most distinguished of her Majesty’s subjects 
here. The solo object in Tiew is, to m'stow the best 
advice, accompanied by every infornmtion rcquii-ed by 
newly-arriveii immigrants, and otherwise to aid and assist 
them as far as possible. If they wish to remain in the 
city, respectable euiployment is found for tl cm at wages 
proportionate to their competency ; if destined for agri- 
culture, prompt and suitable conveyances are found, 
oven to the most distant sections, at proper prices and 
by the most direct route84 These, and many other 
•l^ficcs of a most important nature, are perfecfly gratui- 
tous on the part of the society. Its ofices are easily 
found and always accessible, 'i'he high respectability of 
its luerubers, and the fact of her Majesty’s consul being 
one of the most prominent, is a suffleient guarantee that 
implicit confidence may be placed in it ; and whoever 
contributes to make it known in Eiigland among those 
of his countrymen who are emigrating to this city, will j 
render them an incalculable service ; flu* with tlie ex- 
ception of The Irish I’rotective Society, The British 
Protective Emigrant Board, at No. 88 Greenwich Street, 
is the only one where they will And disiiiterestcd ad- 
visers,* 

* SI-VGULAK MKSALLIANCK.* * 

A descendant of the hero of the anecdote which ap- 
peared with the above title in No. 8oC of this Journafl has 
written to us to correct some of the details given by our 
contributor. The most important r> these relates to the 
marriage settlement, which it seefris was not made hfore^ 
but after the ceremony — a circumstance exhibiting true 
nobility of spirit on the part of Sturgeon. The fact of 
the marriage had made him master of L. 30 , 00 () ; but he 
proposed to his wife’s uncle, Lord Mansfield, that L. 2 . 5,000 
of this sum should be settled on Lady Henrietta, and the 
reniaindei;ou himself and their issue: which was acconi- 
ingly <h>nc. It may likewise be mentioned that Mr 
Sturgeon, on his return from the continent, did not re- 
sume the humble occupations of the farm, hut resided 
for the rest of liis life with one of his daughters, who 
had married into an old and respectable family in the 
county Wicklow. 

RESUSCITATION OF FROZEN FISH. 

* It may be worthy of notice,’ says Sir John Eran|^lin 
in his Jfirst Overland Journey to the Polar Seas, * that 
the fish froze as theycivere token out of the nets, and in 
a short time became a solid mass of ice : and by a blow 
or two of the Iftitch^t were easily split open, when the 
intestines might be removed in one lump. If this 
completely frozen state they were thawc<l before the fiia?, 
they recovered their animation. This w'as yfiiticullirlv 
the case with the carp ; and wc h|kd occasion to obserro 
it repeatedly, as Dr Richardson occupied himself in ciAi- 
mining the structure of the different species^pf fish, and 
wae always in the w'inter under the necessity of thawing 
them. We have seen a carp recover so far as to leap 
about with much vigour after it had been frozeir for, 
thirty:^8ix hours.’ Hjlr HcArne, Mr Ellis, and other 
trav^liers in the icy regions, al6#7nention the power of 
qf the lower aimuals tolendffre intense cold— 
j^P^uitoea mid others of the iusc^ tribe being frequently 


fire ; so were frozen leeches, frogs, and snails. — Zoologist. 

. * TO A WINTKIl WIND. 

• * 

ftbuD wind; strong wind, blowing from the mountains, 
Fresh wind, free wind, sweeping o’er the sea, 

Pow forth vials |ike torrents from air-fountains, 
lAnughts of life to me ! ’ f 

•* ^ ^ ^ 

Clear wind, cold wind, like a Northoni gian^ ; , 

Stara brightly threading all thy cloud-4' riven’ hair, 
Thrilling the blank night with a voice defiant, 

I will meet thee there ! 

Wild wind, bold wind, like a strong-armed angel, 

Clasp me round — kiss me witlf thy kisses divine ! 
Breathe in my dulled heart tliy secret sweet evangel — 
^\Iine, ana only mine ! 

Fierce wind, mad wind, howling through the nations, 
Kiicw’stthou how Icapeth that heart as thou swcop’st l»y, 
Ah ! thou wouldst jiause a w’hile in a gentle patience, 
Likw a human sigh. 

Sharp wind, keen wind, i)iercing as word-arrows. 

Empty thy quiverful ! jjass on ! winit is’t to thee 
Though in some burning eyes life’s whole bright circle 
•narrows 
To one misery ? 

T^oud wind, strong wind, stay tlmu in tbc mountains ! 

Fresh w’ind, free wind, trouble not the sea ! 

Of lay thy freezing hand ij])on my heart’s wihl fountains, 
That 1 hear not thee ! 


• FAUMlNi; INroNSU-lENUlKS. 

Railway Ualgos are neatly trimmed and snmually cul- 
tivated, lijtc a crop of Vurnips, and they are thus remlered 
effective as well as neat *,# but fann hedges, diverging at 
right angles from these, have never caught the ]deasant 
infection. "J'hey still exhibit their huge, irregular, and 
ungainly prsportions ; shading and robbing the land, for 
the mere puri)08c of growing bushes to stop the gaps 
caused by their Hijitrimnied and neglected condition. 
Farniers dig theixi^ardens two feet deep, but oidy plougli 
their land fl"ve inches. They take especial care of their 
nag horses in a good w'arm stable, but expose their fann 
horecs and cattle to all weathers. They deny the utility 
of drainage in strong tenacious clays, but dare not dig an 
underground etdlar in sncli soils, because the water would 
get in. They waste their ^quid manure, but huy^Pfeiio 
from Peru to repair the loss ; and some practical men, 
w'ho are in ecstasies with tllb urine of the sheepfold, havt? 
been known seriously to doubt the benefit of liquid 
manure. But, it iiiay be asked, * VV’herc is the capital 
to come from for all thJise improt'cmcnts ? ’ 'i'he reply 
will fle, ‘ Where does tlm eapital come from to make rail- 
ways and docks, to build steain -vessels, to erect a wIh)Ic 
town of new squares and streets, and to carry out every 
other useful amf profitable undertaking t’ — Paper read by 
Mr Mcchi at the (^)ckty of Arts, 


Never let it bo forgotten that there is scarcely a single 
nionfi action of a single man, of w'hich other men can 
have such knowledge «n its ultimate grounds, its sur- 
roufiding incidents, and the real determining causes of 
its merits, as to warrtnt their pronouncing a conclusive 
judgment upoHr it.— Qwarfer/3^ Review, 

FubUshod by W. dt It. Chambkhs, Hiffh Btruet, Edinburgh. Alsu 
sold bFl>. Cmambbus, 20.Argyle Btreet, Olasgow ; W. 8 . Ohr, 
Amen^t'omer, l^ondon ; and J. M^Glahhan.^O iqipcr Baekvllle 
Btreet, Dublin.— Printed by W. & U. Chamubus, Kdinburgli. 
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M A T K R I A U V R O S V I*: R I T Y. 

Ir is ji very i-ominoii rcnuirk tliat poverty lays nuMi 
ojK'U to Umiptation, and kvids, Ly a kind (»f iKHKissit}^ 
to vice and crime. Every day wc see instances of 
])cciiniary distress betruyinj^ persons of hitherto irre- 
]>ro!ichable cliaraetor into airts of dishonesty ; and il' mx* 
hear of a nispeetable individual fallitij^^ into intemperate 
Ijahits, it gives us no surprise when avc learn at the 
same time that this has been owing to a reverse of 
fortune, and conseexuent uneasiness of mind. Indecfl 
the (.'(Uinection between material circnmstajiees and 
moral «'liaracter is too obvious to be misunderstood; 
ami 'et it receives a wonderfully small share of tlie 
utloiuion of philanthro])ists. Religion and virtue Ixnng 
tlie sole tilings needful, must be inculcated, it is eon- 
si' leri.'d, in season and out of season ; tbe good seed 
nmst be sown everywhere — by the wayside, in stony 
places and among tliorna, as well as in jirepared gfonnd; 
and if iui abundant harvest is not reaped throughout, 
the blame is thrown not upon the ignorirtice of the 
Imshandman, not ui)on times, and seasons, and soils, 
hut upon the convenient though somewhat vague ab- 
straction termed ‘ tlie perverseness of human nature.’ 

Human nature, however, is not exceediiigiy perverse 
in tlie higher, mitldlc, and Iowxt midille ranks of 
society', 'riiero w'e find, generally speaking, at least so 
far as external aiiiKMrance is eonceiiied, soinp tolerable 
observance of the laws of (lo<l and man. Tlie cliurch 
missionary d(K^8 not fancy himself called iii>on to enter 
tlie abodes of competence and ease, for there his visit 
w ould not unfre(|ueutly interrupt the family in blessing 
the meal or in preparing f:#r church. His field is 
among Ihe'xxJti^) the destitute*, the unemployed — the 
p/^rrerse par excellence — and there lie is struck wdth 
horror at the scones of mingled i)rofligaey and squalor 
that meet his view, lij vain Ins glad tiiliiigs resound 
througli the miserable apartment ; tlie riches of heaven, 
he discovers, have no attraction in the^yes of tenqioral 
destitution ; and the message of peace awgikens no echo 
in hearts at war w ith society and with themselves. 

If we take wider ground for the inquirv, w^e have 
the came result. What was the aspect o^ tliia country 
three of four ywiTs ago? With credit and currency 
dv rangod — with crow'ds of unemployed labourers fiOiid- 
ing th(’ highw^ays — ^with provisicus at fainirg prices — 
with overflowing w’orkhouses*— wdth xwrts choked up 
with importations of hunger, iK^gary, and diseavse 
from Ireland -wduit was the state of >morality ? How 
stood the statistics of crime ? Wt re the people purified 
by their sufferings ? Did the destitute * die, like the 
wolf, in silence ?’ 

I Moral degradation kept piuie with material suffering. 


There is a rcirftirknhlc symriathy between poorhouses 
aj^; prisons, which are always st*!-:!! to flourish and decay 
togetivLT. Their pojmlation is like a fluiiT; wdth some 
dceji connecting channel, and in both it rises and subsidies 
by the same law% and constantly maintains the same 
level. At the period alluded to, the poorhouses and 
prisons Avore both at liigh flood ; a facd wdiich Avas Axry 
simsihly fejt in the incroaso of the assessments. The 
Highlanders and th(‘ Irish starved, for thej^ could 
lie s.aid to live, iqMin national eharity. The lower 
classes, generally, Avere ill clad, anil, what seems a 
necessnry eonserpienee, they Avere dirty and ill cared 
for. Jndividnal distress reacted nxion the shops, that 
of the shojis upon their solvent eustoniers, and the 
whole upmi the mnnufaetures of the country. Dis- 
charged factory workers, and imemiiloyed servants, 
male and female, sw elled the ranks of destitution, and, 
;»s a natural consequi uee, of vice ; modest theft skulking 
ill every corner, and unblushing ])rostitiition Avalking 
rtiy streets at noonday. Tlien were heard scrcaths, 
curses, and Avild laughter from the of the famine- 

hauut^ed city. Then men, Avonum, afid ehildreii t^rouehiKl 
togetlier like ivild lieasts in cellars and garrets. . Then 
drmikejuiess stood in iflace of fulness, and the sense 
of hiiiiger, cold* and shame Avas lost in drink. And at 
last came fever and disease, to riot at avHI on constitu- 
tions too Aveak an<l too (•ontaminated for resistance. 
In that day the statists detected a great^ diminution in 
the mimher of Aveddiiigs, but the missing figures Av'ere 
found ill the column of funerals. 

The political phenomena of the time were d?iiuilly 
distn*ssing. The poor looked Avith greedy eyes upon the 
possessions of the rich, and questioned the soundness of 
a title they did not comprehend. It Avas the employers, 
they held, wlio Avi're in fault, since through them had 
come the sentence of starvation. They looked only to 
the liaud w hich had dealt the blow, not to the necessity 
by A'i^iich that l:Aud was guided; their vicAV w^as hounded 
l>y proximate (anises ; and there w'ere not wanting bet- 
ter- informed persons Avho look advantage? of their 
ignorance to embitter the blind animosity of their feel- 
ings. freedom became the Avatchw^ird of unreasoning 
hniijjer ; the cry of* blood Avhich »hriek(;d along the con- : 
tiiyjiit AvaS schwd in our island ; and if there had been 
nio middle ranks, no class of employers, to rise up as a 
InifAvark in the hour of danger, the country Avould only 
have had to t’hoosc betw een anarchy and military laAv. 

This state of things no longer exists. Material pro- 
! 3 j)erity once more reigns in England ; and it is curious 
to, remark the sympathetic rise of the people, moral, 
political, ^and even, religious. The diange has btx'ii 
so gradual, jnir advanci from one step to anoflier LvI 
I natural, that wo arc hardly sensible of the progress Ave 




liavG made; hut if an observtfr, who in disgust or con- 
sternation had retired across tlie •Atlantic, were now fo 
rctuni, h% would be stnu'k with astonftjliment at the 
altered aspect of the coiiiitry. Tlieyprisons and work- 
houses are at the ellb ; the {lops are in full business ; 
their customers are prosperous the people generally 
are well clad and clean ; manufactures flourish ; the 
redundant population of tlic cellars and garrets have 
vanislied ; drunkenness is confined to its ordinary 
limits ; and the streets are coinparatiTfely free fitom 
vice and crime. You cannot mistake *1116 pervadmg 
air of comfort. Tlie children are l«!)ld and gay; ftie 
young wonien of the serving class neat, and in good 
condition ; the young men healthy a^l robust. Fever 
comes, as usual ; but, closed by vigorous constitu- 
tions and hopeful hearts, lie is disupiKjiuted of half his 
prey. The occupation of the demagogue is gone, and 
his organs of the press are sinking ofte by one from 
mere attenvmtion. His heretofore audience arc too 
busy to listen ; and food of all kinds being wondrously 
eheap, they are too full to be dissatisfied. The churches 
are move crowded — an mifailing accoftipaniment of 
growing worth and respectability. The very cab -horses 
look sleek and substantial ; and no woiider, since their 
day’s work can now purchase nearly a doulile quantity 
of grain. • # 

^Is it not a strange thing that tlic climiniition of vice 
and crime, as well ns disease, the spread of i>atriotism, 
and the advancement of morality and religion — at least 
of churcli-going aiul external reverence for sacred things 
—should depend in any degrt'e upon mere n)at(‘rial pro- { 
sperity? Yet this is- undoubtedly the case, and to an 
extent noticeable not only in statistical returns, but in 
the gvmeral aspect of society. The diflcrenee between j 
tlio two iMitiods refeiTod to is obvious to tlie most super- j 
ficial observer, if Jiis attention is once fairly aroused ; j 
and our in'cserit purpose is simply to point to vvliat is j 
a curious and highly suggestive fact. No one, however, i 
wl* is acquainted witli the general tendency of these 1 
pages, will siisi(g:<jt us of the ah.sard materialism of i 
regarding worldly poosperiiy and virtue as cause and 
otfect : V^c merely hi tend to carry out into a svidtT 
aiiplication tlie axiom never controvertetl in individual 
cases — that destiUitiou is not nic ely an evil in itself, 
but, by reason of its liesetting temptations, tlje parent 
of those evils which it is the province of political xdiilo- 
sophy to detuit and to combat. The evils arising out 
of worldly prosperit}' are of another kind : they 
deteriorate the individual character without in the 
same degree affecting the social constitution ; and tlu‘y 
are to.he^connteracded in a special manner by the iiiflu- 
(uice of religion and morality, operating on compara- 
tively informed and intellectual natures. 

I'his material prosperity, be it observed, does not 
aflbet the permanent, hut the fluctualiiig stock, of 
dei)ravity. The former exists as usual, and, .as usual, 
lias a tendency, like certain noxious gases, to gravitate 
downwards, and choke up tlie lowx’r doptli.s of society. 
And this is not fin ungenerous idea, hut a truth for 
which^we ought to lie thankful to I’ro\^dence, siiu^e it 
shows us how to (Siire tjje evil wc should otherwise 
only depfore. The fluctuating stock of depraAity, 
however- -affetfted by every change in national pro- 
sperity — must be aealt wdth differently. Thc^ indivi- 
• duals who fall into vice and crime in consequences of 
want of employmeat, are not more ignoraijt*thaii ftjr- 
merly; they are simply poorer* Heslitution is wuh^* 
them depravity ; and it is the fluctuation, not the 
permanence of evil in the luiman chanuiicr, wdiich is 
dangerous to society and to governments— just as it is 
ah inundation which sweeps landmarks away, and not 
the lipgtnent volume of waters. This destitution M 
with as a material, not as a moral fa(;t— as 
■ai^myg which education williiot a^nend or etillghten- 

t^es4 It was the care of governments to 


provide against the fluctuations of matcria^prosperity, 
by storing up corn in seasons of flenty, to l>e distributed 
to tlie people in seasons of scarcity. But this w ould 
answer no good purpose iji the present age of the 
world : the indolence of the Highlanders, we all know, 
was increased by the eleemosynary support they 
recently receiveti ; and in the hill districts of Ireland, 
\he people, undcf the same fostering care, continued to 
starve — manufacturing the government grain into 
poteen. •If wante of employment is the evil, it is 
enfployment that Aiould he provided ; if potatoes fail,^ 
foy* distance, and their cultivation produce no result, 
some other spcjcies of industry should 1#.* suhstitutc^d. 
Tliis .idea lies on the surface, and is#?is old as desti- 
tution itself; yet Mr Carlyle’s proposal to set the 
people to cultivate tlie waste lands was received as 
something original. Tlie cause of this con Id only ho, 
that the iiroposiil w'ljs made in language a little diflqront 
from that of ordinary mortals, and aec'omiianied by the 
^artling }Wovision, that those who obstinately refus(‘d 
to work sliouhi be slaughtered without mercy. But 
the idea its(*lf w^as not new' ; ami, if properly worked 
out, it pcrluqis contains tlie germ of a panacea which 
Avould put sometliing like a safe limit to tlie fluctua- j 
tion.%of material prosperity. j 

This i.s a. subject, however, into which w c do not mean j 
to enter. Onr present purpose is auswcretl in drawing ; 
attention to a not very obscure, but Ivitberto little I 
notieeil fact, that inihlie morals, w itliin the limits we ! 
hul'e laid down, are strongly infiut'nced by material | 
cause's. Till this is fully understooil, .and the energies 
of governments and ])liilanthropists are directeil to the | 
tangible evil, the great work of national education; i 
oven when fairly eominenc('d, will not he followed by i 
the solid results we have been aecustoine<l to aiitiia- | 
pate. ! 

T II E C 11 1 L D C ( .) M M O D ( ) li hh 

Aftiui a l*ng eontincntnl ramhh*, I Avas glad to have 
the prospect of getting home again ; hut an embargo 
Avas l:ii<l upon me at IJoulogne. It Mcav great guns 
from tie' opposite side of the Channel. 'I'Ik* geniics of ! 
yMbion Aias not just then in the mood for rec eiving ; 
visits, or Welcoming the return of {ibsentees ; and so ■ 
the steam-packet lay fretting in the harbour, ami 
rubbing her .sidafjjpC'evishly against the ]>i('r ; while lu'r ; 
intending passengers \vcn\ distributed among tlie liotids | 
and hoanling-houses, venting their diseontent on the ' 
good things of the table d’hote, and mounting every ' 
now' and tlieii to the garret to throw n scowling look to ; 
w'indward. | 

•For my part I had been tossed about the world too i 
long, and Immped too liafd against its rocks and snugs, > 
to think much of a littleVompulsory tranquillity. On i 
the .second day I rtither liked it. It Avas aimising to i 
AA'atch tho characters of iny companions stealing out : 
from Iji^neath the veil ‘of conventionalism ; and it Avas ; 
hetlhr than amusing to hetamic actually acqiuiinUiI | 
Avilh one or two of them, a,s if we W'ere iinii;ed men and | 
Avonien, and not the mere automata of society, 'faking i 
them in the nfli.s.s, however, a good deal of the distinc- ■ 
lion ohscrj'ahio among tliem depemk'd on the mere ; 
circumstance of •Jige. \\’e oltl gentlemen sat coolly i 
sipjung our wine after dinner, rarely allgding. in con- 
versation to our present dilemma; wldle the greiii 
han^lB, after a wdiirl round the billiard-table, drank 
their glH8| of l>raudy«<uid wat(jr with v(?heinonce, ainl 
paAfted unaiiimous vote *pf ciuisure on the captain for 
ftis broach of faith aitd umwulor-like timidity. 

* This is i^castyit I ’ sait^ I, smiling at one of tlicso 
outbreaks, which occurred late at night one always j 
meets something out of the way in travelling.' 

‘ / gever do,’ replied the gentleman I had addressed ; 

‘I find the human character everywhere the same. | 
You may witness the same kind of absurdity among | 
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raw lads iike these everywlay at home ; and it is only 
your own iinaginatioil that dings upon it Jiere a different 
colour. I wish I could see something strange 1’ 

‘ Perhaps, my dear siiff said I blandly, ‘ you never 
look ? Por my part I never fail to meet with some- 
thing strange, if I have only the opportunity of^xajnin- 
ing. C/ome, let us go out into the /treet, and > sh^l 
undertake to prove it. Let us peep under the first 
veil or the first slouched hat we meet, and I pledge 
myself that, on due inquiry, we sliall ligi^upon atale 
as odd or as wild as faiuiy ever framed. A bottib of 
wine upon it ?’ ^ • 

‘ Done ! ’ v 

‘ Done, thciN but bold, what’s tlmt?’ • 

‘ IvO paquebot va i)artir ii minuitl’ 

‘ JlinTa!’ criid the young men. ‘The storm is not 
down a single breath, and it is pittdi dark ! The cap- 
taiivs a trump after nil!* 

’’I’hoi there wore hurrying stc'ps, and si animing doors, 
and flitting hglits through the whole housed, then baity 
roekonings, find jingling eoiiis, and hows, and slirugs, 
and figlits with tlie sh'eves of greateoats ; and finally, 
stitf moving figures nmnimied in hrioadcloth ; and grim 
fares, lialf-visildc between the cravat and cap; and 
slender forms, l)onnet(‘d, yet sha])eless, clinging tn stout 
arms, as we all floated out into the night. 

‘ Tlie diet is deserted,’ said my friend, ‘ pro loco ct 
ti'uipore.’ 

‘ Ordy the venno ehangod to sliipboartl,’ gasped T 
agaiiist the wind. ‘ Ih‘meml)er tlie first man, woman, 
01 ' ciiild that attracts our attention on deck I’ And so 
A\’e i-Lirted, losing one another, and ourselves lost in the 
nn>t('ady (u‘owd. 

vosst'l liiul clean'd tlu^ harbour before T mot with 
my friend in the darkiufsB and eonfusion (»f the mid- 
niglit (leek ; and wlu'ii wo wi'rc' thrown together, it was 
wit)) s)U'li c'in])liasis that w’e both came down. JYo fell, ' 
lnov('\a r, upon a Inmdle of something eomparativel)^ ! 
soft - soiiK'thiiig that stirred and winced at the eontaet ’ 
— .something that gave a kov cry in tiirt'C several 
eadcnt'cs, as if it had tliree voices*. It gave us, in laet, 
some confu.sed idea of rnass'of heads, legs, arms, and 
other aj>p\irteuan(.-es of the human body; but the whole 
Mi)s shrouded in a sort of woolly covering, the nature' of 
which the darkness of the night and the rolling of the 
.ship rendered it impossible to ascertain. I thought to 
my.self for a moment that tliis was just the tiling for 
my ijoasted demonstration ; hut no phik^sophy could 
lv«'ep the deck under such circumstances; and when my 
liiend and 1 liad gatlu'red ourselves up, wc made the 
! te.yt of our way — and it was no easy task — to the, eahiii, 
and i;rept into our berths. As 1 lay there in compara- 
tive coziness, my tlioughts reverted to that bundle of 
lifc, compo.sed in all prolai^ility of de<'k imssengers, I 
exposed to the cold riiglit*-wlnd and the dreneiung 
spray ; hut I soon fell asleep, my sympathy mergin^^ as 
my faculties heeame more (lijii in a grateful sense of 
pcrsouHl comfort. * * 

As the morning advanced, thcAvind moderated, "test i- 
fving to the weather-wisdom of our captain; and my 
fi tend and I getting ni) liotjjnes, m<^. once more upon 
llio cle(’k. 'Phe himdle of life was still i^iore, just with- 
out the sacred line which deck and steerage passejigers 
must not cro.98 ; and We saw that if was composed ot 
huTiiuq flgqres, Inuldled together without distinction, 
under coarse and tattered cloaks. 

‘ 'rhese pbrsons,’ atiid I dictatoriiiUy, pointing totVienr 
w ith my cane, * liave a story, )Hk 1 a stran^je one ; and 
by and by vra shall get at it.’ • 

‘ 'Hie common story of the podr,’ replied my friend : 
‘a story of hardship, perhaps of hui:jprer;*hut why don’t 
they wake tip ?’ 

This question seemed to have occurred to some of 
the other jiassengers, and nil loqketl with a,^sort of 
languid curiosity, as they passetl, at the breathing 
bundle of rags. After a time, some motion was ob- 


served honeath the tafrered cloaks, and at length a 
nead emergec^from their folds ; a head that might liave 
been either a woman’s ^or a little girl’s, so oM it was in 
expression, and t;o younw ir^size, find soflnt'ss. It wcis 
a little girl’s, as was pro Jed by the shoulders tliat fol- 
lowed—thin, slight, childish ; hut so intelligent was tlie 
look shc;^cast around, so full of care and anxiety, that 
she seemed to have the burthen of a whole family on 
her hack. AJ'ter ascertaining by that look, as it seemed, 
vjiat her present iKisition was, af>d bestowing a slight, 
sl'ccpiug glaift'o upon the bystanders, the sliip, and the 
gloomy .sky, slu,^ withdrew her thoughts from these 
extraneous matters, and wdth a gentle hand, anc^some 
whisperi'd Avortk, extracted from his bed of rags a 
sniall, pale, little hoy. Th% hoy woke up in a sort of 
fright, hut the moment his eyes rested, oh his sister’s 
face — for she v^'as his sister, that Avas clear — he aa^os 
calm and satisned. No smiles aa'cto exchanged, such as 
have befitted their age ; no remark on the novel 
ctiAnyn stances of their situation. Tlie hiiy looked at 
nothing hut the girl ; and the girl smoothed his hair 
Avdth her fhfger.s, arranged his threadhare dress, and 
breathing on Ids hands, iiolished them witli her sleeve. 
This girl, though hearing the marks of premature age, 
could not in reality have been more than eleven, and 
the hoy was probably four‘s oars younger. ' 

A larger figure aams still invisible, except in the ind?^ 
finite outline of the cloak, and my friend and I indulged 
in sonic Avhispered speeiilationsas toAvhat it might turn 
out. 

‘ The elder sister doubtless,’ said he, Aiith one of his 
cold smiles ; * a ])rctty and disconsolate young woman, 
the heroine of your intended iomaiu:e, and tire AA’imicr 
of my bottle of wine !’ 

‘ Have patience,’ saitl I, ‘ liavc patience iftt I had not 
much my.si.']f. 1 Avishetl the young woman Av^onld awake, 
and I earnestly hoped — .1 contess the fact — thiit slie 
might proA'e to he as pretty as i Avas sure she Avas dis- 
i^onsolate. You may suppose, Iheri'fore, that it was Willi 
some anxiety I at leiigtlv saw the cloak stir, and with 
s(nuc surprise I Indield oiiK^Tge ivmii it one of the most 
ordihaiy and commonplace of all the. daughters of Eve. 
She Avas obviously the mother of tlie tw'o children, hut 
althougli endoAved with all her natural faculties, quite 
as helpless and dependent as the little hoy. She. held 
out her hand to the little girl, avIio kissed it aflec- 
tionately in the dutiful morning fashion of Fathei'land ; 
and then dropping with tliat action the nuunier of the 
child, resumed, as if from habit, the autiiority and 
duties of the parent. She jirrangcd her moiher’s hair 
and dre.'is as slie had done tliose of her brother, dictated 
to her the place and posture in AA'hich she Avas to sit, 
and passed a full half hour — I cannot noAv tell Iioav — 
in quiet hut incessant activity. 

Time passed on ; the other paeseiigevs had all break- 
fasted ; but no one liaxl seen the Bolitary family eat. 
Tavo or thro? of its remarked the circumstance to each 
Ollier, and suggested the propriety of our doing some- 
thing. . But Avliat to do Avas the (piestion, for although 
poor, liiey Avere obviously not beggars. I at, length 
ventured to offer a lascuit to the iittle hoy. He looked 
at it, and then at his sister, but did not stir.’ The pro- 
ceeding, apparently, was irontrary^to their notions of 
etiqueite; ami I presented the biscuit to the mother 
‘ for her little son.’ Hhe took it mechanically — indif* 
i|‘rently^|i8 if it was a. thing sIjo had no concern in, 
mid handed it to the girl. The little girl bowed 
gfavely, muttered some w'ords in German, apparently 
of thanks, tand dividing the biscuit among them, in 
three unequal portions, of which she kept the smallest 
to herself, tliey all began to eat with some eagerness. 

* ‘ Hunger I ’ said my friend — ‘ I told you: nothing else.’ 

* Wo shall see;’ bntvt could not think of my theory 
just thfn. The /ami W, it appeared, w^ere starving ; 
they had midertaken iho little voyage without prepn- 
ratiou of any kind in fooil, extra clothing, or money; 
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and under eucli circumstances, tbc^ sat calmly, quietly^ and would not Jay out our^ money, we wef'c always 
without uttering a single comidaint. In % few inimites sure to get soinethiug given us to^Jat.* 
a more substantial breakfast was before them ; and it ‘Then you money ?’ 

was amusing to seethe rt^olifcss witlf which the little ‘Oh yes, to be surd’ tn5U the little girl gave a 
girl commodorev accepted thelprovidential windfall, as cunning twinkle of her eye. ‘ We could not get mother 
if it had been something she expected, although igno- away, ybu know, without money — could we, mother?’ 
rant of the quarter whence it should come,^nd the i^ttii% her on t]i6. back like one fondling a child, 
business - like gravity with which she proceeded to ‘ Such was the story of the little commodore— a story 
arrange it on their joint laps, and distribuf e the shares, w^hich was listenotl to not only 'by m v fnend and iny- 

Nothing escaped heri her sharp look was on evetr self^^but ^y"Vit leastm score of other persons, some of 

detail ; if a fold of her mother’s cloak was out of ord<J, whom will no doubt be pleased to sec it here rc'pro- 
sbe stopped her till she had set it right ; and wdien her ducedf A collection was made for the travellers, whose 
brotlier coughed as he swallowed some tea, she raised his boasted funds hod lK*en exheusted at B-lulogue ; but 
face, and patted him on the back. I a^l.nir€Ml that little wdiat became of tliem afterwards I nevei^^new'. AYhen 
creature with licr w^an fac^ and quick eyes, and tliin w'c rc^iclied London, I saw them walk up the landing- 
fragile shoulders; hut she had no attention to Ix'stow^ place — w'holly unencumbered with baggage, poor 
on any one but the family committed to Jier charge. things!— the mother and the little boy clinging on 
‘ This is comical,’ said my Iriend ; * 1 w’oiulcr wdiat either side to the commodore ; and so, like the shadow'y 
they are. Thit they have done luvakfast; see l)ow figures in the ‘ I’ilgrim’s Progress,’ ‘they i)assed on 

carefully tlie little girl i)iits away tlu? fragments i Let their w'ay, a?ld I saw them no more.’ 

us now ask them for what you call their •* story,” and Por iny ow n part, my theory Ijad gone much farther 
get them. to relate the romantic circumstances which tlian I had thought of carrying it. My friend Jiinisclf 
liave iruUiccd theiii to emigrate to London, to join some was not more surpnsed than 1 by the story of the little 
of their relatives in the business of selling matches or girl; and, like the Witch of Kndor, when tier pretended 


grinding organs ! ’ incanta,tionR w^ere answ'ertxl ]>y the actual a])parition 

We first tried the mother, hut she, in addition to of the propliet, I was stu]>ified by my ow n success. 

being of a singularly taciturn indiflerent disposition, ’ " 

spoke nothing but German. Tlio little hoy answered 

onl}’^ with a negative or affirmative. The commodore ^ ^ A M E It I C A N F I L F. 

of the party, however, knew’ some words of French, The files of Amcrii^aii ncw spjipcrs rweived in 
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ot the party, however, knew some words oi breneh. The files of Amcrii^aii ncwspjipcrs rweived in tliis 
and sonic of English, atirl >vc were able to understand country durinir tlic month of December alw’ays contain 
Avhat she told us with no more difficulty than nn)sc matter of more than usual interest and iinportancr-. 
from the oddity ot the circumstances. The following q'hc sc.^siou of Gungrcs.s begins about the end ot’ 
is the diaiopie that took place between us, wnth her autumn, and the first document laid before it is ‘ il)c 
polyglott plfrt translatc<l into conimou English. president’s message.’ 'riiis message is acenmpanied 

‘ Where are you from, my little lass? ^ by reports from tlie beads of each department of the 

‘ Is it me, sir ? Oh, I am from Xew’ York.’ goviTiiment, in which ain])le i)ifi)rmatiou is conveved 

. ‘ From New York! AVluit were you doing there?’ not only regarding tlic iK)litical stati' and relations of 
‘ Keeping my father’s room, sir : tie is a journeyman.; the conntr^^ hut also regarding its social progress. 

‘ And what brings you to Europe ? ’ Tliese arc fer the most jiart published in I'xtenso in 

‘^My father ^Fcnt me to bring over motlier.’ ^ the editions of the New York paiX'rs. specially prepared 

‘Sent 7/0?//’ / for circulation in Europb; and, from tliein, and from 

‘ Yes, sir; and because my brotl^er could not be left sonu* other sources resorted to for the sake of I'ompari- 
the room all day when my lather was out at work, 1 sim, we propose to collect a few statements of the social 
ak him wdth me.’ jirogrcss or the citizems of the great republic during 

‘ What ! and you two little children crossed the ocean the 3 ^ear ending 3i>t!i J line 1 H50. To that dat(‘ all the 
fetch your iiiothor?’ reports are made Sip, and as the sums w’e shall have to 

‘ Oil that is nothing : the ship brouglit u.s — we did not mention are in American money, w’e may premise tliat 


took him w ith me.’ 

‘ What! and you two little children crossed the ocean 
to fetch your luothor ? ’ 

‘ Oil that is nothing : the sliip brouglit u.s — we did not 


come. It was wmrse when w’C landed in Jxmdon ; for there are about five dollars in one iKnind sterling, 
there were so many people tlicre, and so many houses, There are f<*w of the institutions of a country that 
it was jufft as if we liad to find our wa^ , without a sliip, liavc a greater influence on the social progrcss'of its 


through the waves of the sea.’ 

‘ And what were you to do in London ? 


inhabitants than the post-office. Whether as regards 
friendship, love, or trade, the rapid and clieap inter- 


on a stej) and ate it.’ Here niy friend suddenly usqd 
his handkerchief, and coughed vigorously^* •but 
young girl went on without minding the iuterruption; 


ofliee at the .same t^rae w^as about half a million, thougb 
its arrangements wore so defective, lliat, oiily six yeaivs 
iKjfore, the first coach in whiirli the mails had lieeii 
%onvtycd left London for Hristol. But in 1800 tli(‘ 


‘ Our cQuutrynmn gave us a whole handful of copjifcr numlx*r of mst-oflices ingihe United Statc.s had increased 
mey, and a paper to the captain of the skip. It was to in IT125 to 6077, in 1840 to 13,4f)8, and in 1850 


money, and a ^per to the captain of the skip. It was to 9^3, in 
late before we got there, and we were so tired that I to 18,417. 


^25 to 6077, in 1840 to 13,408, and in 1850 
The exte#t of tlie post routes has increased 


could hardly get my brother along. But the captain from 20,817 miles in 1800,«to 103,208 miles in 1860; 
wasjp good ns to let ns sleep on the deck.* , i or, in other words, if all the roads on which the mails 

f>four mother was in Germany. How did you get travel were stretched out in one continuous line, they 
* f a ^ would Ko nearly seven times round the globe. But the 

,JiEOjl^®wc walked — but not a^vnys. Sometimes we — — - — - — — — 

jgOt a dost in a wagon ; and when we were very hungry, * Hio writer is in ©amwt ; this in a true Btoiy,— E d. 


‘I was to go to a countryman of ours, wdio wtuiIiI change of correspondence 'makes people not on I v wiser 
find me a passage to France. But iioboily we met in and richer, but uuikcs Kiem love and rcsj/ect each 
the street knew him, and nobody could uiidcrslaiul other more. Tlie extension of the iKistal arrangements 
what place it was I asked for ; and if we hod not met in the Ihiited Slates is one of the most remarkahlc 
a little German boy wdth an organ, I do not know features in Die history of tluil; reidarkablc countr 3 ^ Jn 
wluit wc should have done. But somelxKly always J71.KN*or about foiirtecai vears after tlic tleclaration of 
comes in time— Gwl sends him. Father lold us that.’ independence, tlie number of post-offu:es w as only 75, 
And the little Gccmaii^ boy took you to your conn- and the extent of the roads on whicli the mails ‘were 
trymau?’ carried 1875 ffiiles, the revenue of the department 

‘Y'es, and mffre than that ! He bought some bread being 37,335 dollars. The revenue of the English post- 
with a penny as we went along, and w e all sa^ down office at the .same t^rae w as about half a million, though 
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aggi^effate ^number of inilfs travelled on tJiese roads in the week ending 2fst Eebruarj, the number was 
every year by coiiveyinccs with the mails is 46,541,423; ihout seven million^ and a quarter. St Valentine 
a distance greater than between the earth and the doubtless was the cause of the gi’eat increase in that 
planet Mars, and which^a single locomotive engine, February week; but allowing for this, it may safely 
travelling at the rate of 500 miles every fl^y, could not he said that four times jmore letters pass through our 
travtTSo in less than two centuries and a-half 1 The post-office thtm through that of the Uuited States, 
number of new offiees opened during jthe last year was The q^sual decennial riumbering of the people was 
1970, and the number given up in Consequence of till made in tl^ United States in 1850, but, from the great 
opening of the new was 309. During the same time extent of territory, all the returns have not yet eoiiie 
233 postmasters died, 2600 rcisigr^ed, an^J; 1^44 viere iij and no complete statementfi have therefore been 
removed. If this be a fair example of annual altera- plblishod. Indeed the superintendent of the census, 

' tions, the postmasters of tlie United States be Mr Kennedy, hafl on 1st December received returns 

changed (‘vco^ four years. Some of the removals from only 967 out of the 2890 districts into whicli the 
a])pciir to liaA^Sbeen foi* misconduct, as the heatl of the States bail been#tlivided. However, the information is 
department states that ‘ with few exceptions, the post- complete as regards some* places. Tlie following are 
masters have iierformed their duties with fidelity and | conqdete returns of four states: — • 

promptness.’ The postmasters arc paid a commis- | ^ 

sion, amounting on some description of postal matter , , % , i . . .or. 

to 50 per cent., and amoug tluan they divided during ' ’ no /’re- " 

the v‘ar l,r, 4!), a7C dollars. Tho co.t of^ransportw 

tho maiUwaa 2,724,pfid^ Arkama7.“ ' Ifllt.Vm; - ‘ 97;.574 

ot the department -^including nearly 30,000 dollars for ’ . ’ , 

wrapping-paper, 72,000 for advertising, 357,935 for ! Thus while the increase in South Carolina has only 
clerks to postmasters -raised the entire expenditure to ; been at about the same rate as in England, the other 
5.212,953 dollars. The revenue exceeded this sum by ; two older states have increased twice as fast; and 
3-10,018 dollars, about one-sixth of that revenue being ’ young Arkansas, witli alioift tliree liuiidred miles of tl^e 
derived from tlu? postage on newspapers and pamphlets. : great and fertile valley of the Mississipi>i on its western 
It is a curious and noteworthy fact, tliat while the | frontier, has more tlian doubh'd its population in ton 
extent of the ]) 0 .st routes and the amount of eonveyanee i years. More than half the population of South Oaro- 


144,13.0 
904,665 - 

639, 099 
193,796 - 


105,722 
• • 737,700 
555,232 
. 97,574 


It is a curious and noteworthy fact, tliat while the 
extent of the ])o.st routes and the amount of eonveyanee 


them have inereasiKl aV)OUt 30 per cent, since "l!s38, i lina are slave.s, wlio have increased much faster during 


llu' cost of transmission during the same time has 
about 14 per cent. 9'his is doubtless in a 
gn-at measure to b(‘ attributed to the formation of rail- 
ways. in 1828 there were f.»ily tliree miles of railway 
in the States; in 1838 there w('re 16UO; and in 1848 
I lu re were 6117, and about 1<)0() uiik-.s more cither 
partially oiien or in course of const rue.lion. 

In our country the ])ost-oflieo pays better than in^ 


the liisi ten )'ears than the freemen, as the following 
statement will show : — 


257,117 

290,115 


Inon\a.so. 
23,263 
- 60,599 


'riiis increase in the free population is about the same 
as that of the south-western .counties of England, oni* 


America. f<jr, after defraying the- cost of management : l^raeiug Wills, Dorset, Devon, Somerset, and Cornwall, | 
ami other charges, there was left, during the ye.'ir end- | while the increase of the slaves is ns rapid as the ! 
! ing* 5lh January 1856, a snr])lu.s <*)f L.840,787 out of a inereaae in the counties of Lanea^ster and Chester ;,the 
gross revenue of Jj.2,213,1 49. » But here we pay about 1 forn/er group of eountie.s increasing, with one excep- 
three-quarlers of n million (‘A'cry year for the packet | tion, at a slower, and the latter at a faster rate than any 
service, which is charged against the Aditiiralty ; but ; others in England. In Arkansas the number of slaves 
even <ledvieting the wliole of this large suil, which in is now nearly one-fourth of the freemen ; but in J83() 

: itself is (-qiial to two-thirds of the entire ex|x*iiditiire not one-sixth were slaves. In the white population we 
i of I he L'nited States’ office, the profit i.s greater on the find that ditrerenee in the proportion of the s<ext*s tliat 
® British otii(‘e. Again, we can send a Jetter from | always marks a newh -.settled territory. Thus, in an 
I Southampton to Thurso, a di.stimee of 660 miles, fur , old eouiitry like Britain, the number of females always 
■ a penn\-, and a neAvspaper for nothing; Init in America exceeds that of male.s ; but in Arkansas the number of 
; the eharge w<>uld l)e fivepenee (ten eeiits)fov the letter, ; the former is 76,701, and of the latter 82,217,’ an excess 
I and a halfpenny for tlie newspaper. But the post- : of nearly onc-tiftli. Of the slaves 876, or about one- 
master proposes an arrangement whieli will make the : tiflietli part of the whole, are more than sixty years of 
rates in tlie two eountrie.s ilearly the .same. He sug- | age. In this state there Avere produc*ed last year, from 
gt‘.st« a uniform inland rate ofi each letter of throe cents ; 1519,229 acres of land, Gt;,942 bales of eotton, and from 
when prepaid, and live cents when not, and on each i 436,891 acres nearly ten millions of bushels of wliotil, 
newspaper of one cent. 'I'his i.s not exactly so low as : oats, and IiuHan eoni. The increase in Ma.ssaehusetts 
'penny postage,’ but It i.s not'*tar IroiU it, and it is to i during the last years has been equal to the increase 
be hoped that Congress will adopt tlie suggeltion. I dnyug the tae/i/'y from 1820 to 1840, and greater than 
Ited lie tions in eharge were made iu 1846, the effect of j at any pericsl since 1776. It is estimated that the 
wlneli was to reihice tlie revenue diifin^^ that year by ! population of Georgia wdll* reach a millign (600,000 ! 
800,006 dollars, Init to increase it in ISiRl by more th.in Avhites, and 400,000 blacks), being an increase of about 
a million and a quarter of dollars over 1845. Similar 40 jht cent., and that Maine will aJioAv a population of 
r(*suUs iiniv bo antieipirted from anoilier reduction, and ; 612,(KM), or* an increase of 22 per cent, 
tliat such \ reduction may be safely made, may be in- i •Bui the increase in many of the towns is much more 
ferred not only from this statement, but from the ; p|riking.* •Mihvaukee, in Wisconsin, at the mouth of a 
example of tlic iK).st-offiee of this country, whcif f be | river that flow's into Lake Mieliigan, had in 1840 a 
receipts fell from J/.2,522,495 in 1839 to L.471,000 in | jjlBimlation of only 1712, but in 1850 the number avus 
1840; but rose in 1849 to 1..2,213,149. The ^tal item- ! 20,026 ! lAiffido, the great port on Lake Erie, near the 
her of hdters tliat passed througUthe American offices i Falls of Niagara, lias increased during the ten years 
in 18.50 is not stated, but in the yeiu' eiuJing 30th Juno ; from 18,213 to 42,266; Chicago, in Illinois, from 4479 
1847 it was estimated at alxmt sixty millions, in 1848 i^to 28,261); and St Louis, on the Mississippi, has iii- 
iit sixty-five, and in 1850 the number may be roughly creased nearly 500 per cent., from 16,000 to about 
statwl at alioiit eighty millioiis. In one AA^ek in . 80,000.# Ciiicinnr^i, tl|^ ‘Queen of the West,’ has now 
January 1850, more tliaii six .millions and a -half of j a populatiqp of 1 16,10;#, or about tAvo and a-half tiiilbfi 
letters Avere delivered in Great Britain and Ireland; and | the number she had in 1840; Now York, it is gupposed, 
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I will show an increASO of 200,006 oii a population which of vessels at sea is 3G, and of these two are wigagod in ' 
in 1840 was 212,284. Boston has uicreas^l from 93,885 a survey of the Pacific coast; cUke is a war-steaiiierj 
to 138, TSS*; Waslhhgtou,' the capital of the republic, cruising on the lakes above Niagara, and the remainder 
from 18,213 to 43,266; •Lowell, the Manchester of are employed in six Bquadr«»ns: one in the Mediter- 
America, from 20,981 to 32,9l4 ; and^ Baltimore from raiiean; another in the East India and China seas; one 
80,625 in 1880 to 169,125. In the last-named city in the Atlantic, off the coast of Africa, engag^ed in the 
there are 3124 slaves, and the number of ^welling- |uppfie8Sion of tlvp slave-trade; another in the same 
houses actually occupied is 25,006. Our grc*at towns ocean from Newfoundland to the mouth of the Amazon 
here do not increase so fast. London aipl Edinburgh river; a third. Atlantic squadron off the coast of South 
have not doubled in more than thirty years ; Manch#- America^, i5kd another in the Pacific. The secretary 
ter has taken more than twenty, though Vdvcrpool a|d repots with betjoming pride that ‘it is a source of liigli 
Glasgow were doubled in less than twenty. grartifl^atioii that wherever our flag has been displayed 

Let us now turn to some tables of the value of a national vessel, it has received the.^'spect due to 
American industry. Our brethren <ure doubtless a the national character, and that our interests and coin- 
hard-working race — -wlieth^i in hunting, fishing, tilling inerce in every sea liave been secure and prosi)orous 
tlie gi-ound, or Uianufacturing. The fruits of their hi- under its protection.’ A great thing to say for sucli a 
dustry are usually classed under four l^eads — the sea, small navy certainly ; but not to be wondered at, ivlu/n 
the forest, agrieultvire, and manufactures. Tlic state- it is known that the aggregate tonnage of vessels in thii 
ment now before us does not tell the total value of all American merchnnt service is three millions, and tlie 


these, but merely of that portion exported to foreign 
countries. I’he productions of the sea were valued at 
L’s, of which about live-sixths w 


2,824,818- doUar 


number of*'* hardy mariners ’ 180,000, sources from 
wliieh, in the event of a war, a formidable navy could 


cre ob- speedily be made. 


tained*from whales, priucipally the sperm whale, in Like its navy, the army of the United States is very 
the shape of oii and whalebone. More than 250,000 small: tVic number of oflieers and men, as estahlisheil 
dollars’ worth of sperm candles W’cre exported. I'lve by lu^, is 12,326, and the number fit for duty is esti- 
V^mainiiig sixth consisted of ‘ dried, .snnlked, and mated at only" about 8000 — about two-tliirihs of whiim 
pickled fish.’ The value of tliese exj)orts in 1847 was are in Texas, New Mexico, California, and ()r(*g()n. No 
nearly 3,500,000 dollars ; and in 1848 it did not reach nation ever depended on ‘moral power’ for proto(‘tinn 
2,000,000, the decrease being almost cutirely^ in the to tiueh an extent as the people of the Ujiited Stati .s. 
productions of the sperm whale. Prom the forests of The numb(*rof pensioners is 19,758, hut it i.s supposed 
the United States were exj)orted last year produce to tli;»t many of these are dead. Tlieir annual ca)St is 
the valiKMjt 7,442,503 dojllars, ill the sliape of skins and about a millkm and a-lialf of dollars. U he Mexican 
furs, pot and pearl ashes, tar, pitch, rosin, :iiid turjien- wjir phjced 1456 w iduw s ::ii l urpljans on tlie penvion- 
tine, timber, and manufactures of wood. Tlie value of list, it is W'eii worlh v.hile to bring ju-oiniiiciitly i:ito 
the cotton luaniiftK^tures exported was about 4,756,000 j view the smallno.ss of the i'oree deemed neces.sary for 
dollars; of iron nearly 2,000,000; and of all other maim- the safety of America and the pretservation of interijiil 
faetured articles about 6,500,000 dollars. The.'‘«o ligures, p'eacc, it is eminently snggi'stive for liriLain, and 
great as tlioy may ap;)car b}- themselves, are small »eertainly to a very different issue from that advoi :ikd 
when compared with our own country. The value •f by Sir Prancis Head. Tlie subject of surveys is eon- 
thc cotton inaiuifaeturcs exported from Great Britain stantly i*ecifrring. Qiw is tmw in jmigri'ss to ('slabli.sh 
and Ireland in 1649 f’as nearly L.27,000,000 stei'Jing; the boundary between the S.ates and Mexico; another 
and of Iron nearly twenty times the value of that ( of tie- Vacifio coast; and a third is ncommornh'd of 
ported from the United States. J -at it is in the exports the eomitry bi4wtM:‘n the M.ississipi»i and the P:ieifi(‘, so 
of agricultural produce that the; grent re.'>ources of as to detei;muu‘ which would lie llw- most fawunihle 
America are nio.st conspicuous. This produce is more line for a great highway right across tlie Ana riean 


than three-foiirtlifi of tlie whole, and its value for 1850 continent. 

was 108,459,760 dollars. Of this amount the sliare of 

cotton is about 72,000,000; of corn, about 15,500,000; 
of leaf tobacco, nearly 10,000,iK)0 ; and of pork, bacon, 
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&c. 7.500,1)00; while only about 100, OoO dollars’ wortli ; Tiir: reader must suppose it to be tlie dull time of the 
of potiftoes, and 25,000 of apples, Avero exported — the j London year. Lomloii is, in fact, gone out of town, 
value of the potatoes being 7000 dollars legs than the | all but thosli unfortunates who, lacking tlie sinews of 


value of the ice, wliich has lately been largely exported | locomution — siirplii.s ciislij— have nothing to go with, 
from America. The effect of California is sliown by I and therefore nowhere to go. 'Phe we.st end st;mds in 
an increase of more than 1,000,000 of dollars in the ! stately silence; the tall rows of lordly residences blink 
value of the gold and silver specie exported, the amount ! darkly at each other tlirougli closed w indow -si i utters ; 
being in 1849, 956,874, and 2,046,679 in 1850. Alto- j the broad jiavements, glittering in the autumn smi, 
gether, the value of tlie exports of tlie United States | yiehl, not an echo save to riie plodrling footfall of tlie 


gether, the value of tlie exports of tlie United States 
w^as, ill our money, about L.25,000,0{kJ ; while *the 
value ftf tlie exports of Griiat llritaiii and Ireland in 
1849 w'as L.58,000,of)0. What an idea does thi.s give* 
of the rapid progress of our brethren over the Atlantic I 
Their republic is Scarcely three-quarters of a centurv 


milkman or the pot-boy. 


Irhng footfall of the 


‘No trampling of horses, no rumbling of wheels. 
No noise oh the pavement of gehtlcinen’s heels,’ 


Their republic is Scarcely three-quarters of a century disturbs tin; cogitations of the dreamy porter, wlio, 
old, and yet their foreign trade is nearly G*qual*to the having forsaken ftis eavcm of buckram in the balJ, 
liulf of that of the mother country ; and dopbtle»*it ruminates eozily hy tin; kitchen fire u];on the tv <> 
will not be long before that trade becomes e^eii greatA* chines w Inch are insejiarable in his catalogue of liuman 
than our own. It is a trade also much more in t^e vicissitude.'s— the sea-side and board-wages, 
necessaries than the luxuries of life: in cotton as rai- 'Vyith absence of •fashion in the west the tra<les- 
ment, and cora as food. man’s function in tlie cast correspondingly declines. In 

,11ie fltoetary to the navy presents an interesting the Strand business* has run aground, and desperate 
r^rir. Comparatively it is a very little navy : only, attempts are •making to get it afloat again. Holborn 
ships, and al^t 9000 officers, men, and boys, is liipiied, and stands at its frtmt door, rubbing its 
^here are 339 sailing and 16B steam - vessolj in the brows, and pulling melancholy faces. Cheapsich; is 
Bjjtish aPavy. Of the 65 vesslls, s'lven are sliip.s of now eheaiHJr than ever, and strains with agonizing 
titp line ; of these four are out of comritission, and puffs to swell the canvas of traffic, and get the bark of 
thmi aie usyd merely as receiving ships. The number commerce agaiii under weigh. The less-frequented 


OHAMBEllS’S EDINBUROJI JOURNAL. 


resorts of trade arc still worse off: in the second and 
third-rate \horougliftfes the forlorn dealers are at tlieir 
wits’ end. They publish desperate announcements, 
and cry aloud through th^‘ press, though in less candid 
phrase : ‘ Take iny goods, oh take my goods, at any 
price you will — twenty, thirty, forty, fifty i^r cent, 
under prime cost— no matter what the fearful 8a<^rifice 
— ruin me, or ruin my creditors, bttt grant me youf 
custom, or 1 die.’ It is all of no use. The crowds 
.tliat Imrry past are of the wrong sort — money- secl^rs, 
not money-spenders: retail trade *is at i'fe Bist g^sp. 
Tliere is nothing for it but a ‘Rig,’ and a Rij' is 
resolved upom ^ 

Some fine^oniiiig Higgins the broker, tcllyig the 
hoy to take charge of the shop during his absence, jams 
liis crumpled beavtT over his unkempt locks, and I 
thrusting his hands into Ids brcoclies’ pockets, strolls j 
(Jilt in a mood half melancholy, half savage, and looks j 
in upon Wiggins the house-agent. 

‘ IIoM" are ?/«//, Wiggins,’ says he, ‘ aii(\how’s busi- 
ness witli yodiV* * 

‘!No call to ask anybody tiiat there <iuestion these 
lit re times, Mr Higgins,’ says Wiggins ; ‘ most dreadful 
slack it is siire/y. Anything up?’ 

‘ Wliy, there is sumiimt in the wdud — Icastw^ays if 
\ oii’re agreeahlc, else 1 ’spose it aint no go.’ 

‘ The ohl dodgt‘ I exited ? ’ 

‘ Wliy, not ’xactly; I seen Crossbar, and Pops, and 
Daubins, and IJrittle last night, and all on us come to 
a non plan. We means to have the llig complete* this 
time U^astways if you’re agreeable, as I said afore.’ 

' Vv ell, I shan’t binder business, if you mean busi- 
ne .-s ; so let's hear?’ 

‘ Well. then, liarn't you got a wilhir to let in St 
di)!m’s Wood ?’ 

‘To be Bur(‘ T have ; what then?’ 

‘ lliirift it got stables in the hack as opens in a 
ni<io/e?’ » 

Til Mi’s just it ; wliat more?’ • 

‘Wliy. then, the ijuestioii is, will you, let us have 
that there will/ir for a few Meeks, and what’s your 
terms?’ , 

As Wiggins Ims taken an oath against hindering 
husiness of any sort, and as the proprietor of the villa 
ill rispiisition is an old lady at present relrenching in 
the sou til of France, it may be easily imagiiied tiiat 
th(M e are no insunnouiitalile impediments to the con- 
elusion of the bargain. Higgins having settled thus 
laueli, and obtained the key of the premfses, proceeds 
to eall upon his coadjutors in the Rig to ]>hiy tlieir 
several ]iarl.s. Crossbar is an ironmonger, cutler, and 
liardwan inan, and semis in fenders, fire-itoiis, kitchen- 
wan'. tmtlery, and bronze ornaments, &c. v^c. Higgins 
hiinsrtf carpets the rooms with set:oiid-haiid Brussels, 
and crow ds eveiy cbamber.v' itli a ])lethora of showy 
furniture — taking good care tt) prevent the ingn ss of 
too much light by a full deptli of cornice, and aluiii- 
daiice of damask drajMery to tU.' wiiidotvs. Brittle, W'ho 
is a ohinfinuni, inundates the cuplioards and sidekoardf^ 
with a flood of china and glass, made expressly for sale 
bv luiction, or for emigrants’ Pops, who is a 

liavvnbroker in a large way of Imsines.^^ (‘ontrihuti?3 the 
linen, an oxiiljernut quantity of w iiich is gtaierally one 
of the oharaotcristics pf the Rig Sale. Ik* hai»pens to 
have^i Iiand, on the present occasfon^ .a good stock of 
plate of aft descriptions, run out at old silv(M' price, 
marked with an engraved crest, and the initials A^F. li 
I'ilKM-gucs, candelabras, tea and coffee services, sp(it)ns. 
and forks, witli salvers and waiters to mutch, ali are 
pax'ked ofl* to the Mvillar;’ and a goodly allow the}" 
make, sjireiul forth upon^ Higgins’s telescope dining- 
tables, Jlaubins, who is *a [licturif-doaler in Wardoiiri 
Street, lakes tlie measure of die walls, and fills every 
available space witli some H^xquisite gem of art,* maiiu- 
facitured in Bromptou or Newman Street iltarce a 
twelvemontli since, but figuring in tlie catalogue of the 


Rig Sale as the ‘choicest productions of the Italian, 
Spanish, Flemish, and English schools.’ 

‘ In three day^s the house is stuffed full fyim top to 
bottom witli everything that the most pampered sel- 
fishness could suggest, of wealth’ procure, all brought 
in under cover of the niglit, through the stables in the 
back, to jirevent the suspicion of observant neighbours. 
Now-' appears a pompous advertisement in the daily 
papers, amfoiincing the choice effwts (among which are 
included a tlmURand ounces of plate, and an unequalled 
collection of jabinet gems of art) of the Honourable 
ifiigustiis Fitz-Fyghaway, deceased, wliose imimpeacli- 
ablc judgment, and liberal expenditure in amassing 
tlienv arc, it is added, wt.U known in the world of 
fashion. The aiictioneer, if not a. member of the Rig, 
as is froqueiitly the case, is*at most a man of third-rate 
respectability in his profession, and reteives a stated 
sum for his day's labour, in lieu of a per-centage on the 
amnvunt sold, which is generally eharged. A large-type 
^^rto catalogue is industriously circulated in the 
neighbourhood, and a few^ arc despatched to Brighton, 
Hastings, ai^l other marine resorts, whence the senders 
frequently receive commissions to purchase a*t the sah?, 
at an exaggerated price, articles -which had lain fur 
years in their sliops unsold. 

At length tlie day of sale has arrived. Fathoms of 
stair-c;arpetiiig, studded with jilacards, hang traili.>g 
from the w indoivs from an early hour in the morning, 
as an indication to a ll (^miceniod that tlie day of business 
has dawned. The auctioneer on the jiresont occasion 
is IMr Siiuflins of Seven Dials. Klevatwl on a chair 
jdaced on one end of tlie long dining-tables in the front 
parlour, the folding-doors of wdiich have been removed 
from their binges to tliijiw the Avholc floor into one, 
the dark -muzzled orator, first treating tiic assembled 
public 10 a, full view of liis Blucher-booted heels through 
the legs of the little talile in front of him, imqmrcs to 
o]K‘n the husiness. But before n'citing bis address, 
let us take a brief glance at the comimny. lliggin:s, 
Dauliiiis, Oros.sl)ar, l^ops, aiul Brittle, occupy five? 
chairs in the first row', immediately under the eye of 
the.aiKdioneor at his k;ft. Wiggins, and an agem or 
two besides, are stationed at the otluT end of the 
room; so that the assembly of hond-Jitk bidders are 
enclosed between them. Seated on c'liairs originally 
placed in rows, but now' jostled in cbaraeteristic c6n- 
fiision, arc thirty or forty respectable persona of both 
sex(*s, Avlio have come ivith the praisew’orthy intention 
of jirofiting by the decease of the Honourable Augustus 
Fitz-FUgliaway. Upon the sofas, ranged on cither 
side of tlie long tables in fi'ont of the auctioneer, are 
a .still more select party, avIiosc fashionable ffarb and 
demeanonr liave arousi'd the w^atchful politeness of 
the auctioneer’s clerk, wlio has escorted them to seats 
at tlic table. Lounging aliout the doorway, and chat- 
tering occasionally Avith Wiggins, or one of liis gang 
of touters, are some half-dozen fiiruiturc'-brokers of the 
neighbourliood, not come with the view of purchasing — 
the Rig is as palpable to them as the sea is to a sailor 
— but induciUKl by curiosity to see how it Avill go off, 
or to caloulate the chance of nrofit from a” similar ' 
oxi»oriment on their OAvn ac^'oimt. 

But tlie A'oice of Snufflns in alt is wow lieard above 
the murmur of conversation. * NbAv, then, gentlemen, 
yondt^ at ’that end of the room, silcm.'e, ifyow please : 
Avt* are, agoing to begin. Silence, let me beg, if ^ou 
filcasG (three ban(:fs ivith his hammer). Ladies and gentle- 
i»eii, these here ’hefiectsof the Horrible Augustus Fitz- 
FligliaAA'ay, i.s, I ’s})ose, perfeckly w^cll known to yon, 
seein’ the' time they’ve abin on view. Many on you, 

I have no doubt (llic rascal), avIio was hintiinate with 
that celebrated person afore he deceased hisself, now 
reckonizes for the last time many a moniment of his 
indispmisiblo taste ani liexpensive disposition.’ (Here 
the orator nttent[»ts !o draAV up his riglvt leg to tlie 
usual sittflig-pusture, and iij so doing raises one side 
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of the little table, and upaets hv? inkstnnd, tiio contents 
of which trickle down in a stream upon the head 
his clerk, who is occupied for tlie ntjxk'half hour in 
conveying ^t by means of his middle finger to the back 
of his waistcoat.) ‘»ut,*ladu»s and gentlemen, there 
aiiit no reason that this should bo the last time that 
your eyes should look on what’s here. Every blessed 
lot on it is to be sold for just whot you chooses to 
give for it : there aint no reserve, and no* favour. I 
needn't say that tliis is an hopportunity asf don]t happen 
every day, and aint Kkely to conic agaiji in a hu^llj^ 
All i know is, that I should think if a good hundred 
pounds in my jiockct if I could be a buyer to-day 
instead of a seller. These here remarks said and done, 
we will, if yo« please, proceed to the fifst lot.’ 

With that up goes a w^den rocking-liorsc, which 
had been in Higgins’s garret for the last tliree years ; 
and after gallopping up from ten shillingsrto three pound 
ten, is knocked down to Miss Clementina Botherbeau — 
a spinster o{ fifty-four, who has not a relation in the 
world under the age of twenty, but who would have it 
as a relic of the Hon. A. F. i'., whom sht^has an idea 
she must-have known and admired, tliough she cannot 
exactly recall Ids image to her mind. 

As the lots ar?; successively put up, tlu‘y are started 
at moderate sums by the dk^intorested wortlik-s in tlie 
fi-ont row of chairs ; helped onwards towards the figure 
at which they stand doomed in the auctioneer’s cata- 
logue by the clique at tlie other end of llic room ; and, 
the limits agreed on once passed, are left to the coni- 
p<‘titionof tin; public, who are nut in the secret. Those 
which cannot by any means lie pushed uji to the price 
fixed, arc bought in by their sevo'raf owners, or tlieir 
agents, to be removed at tlK^taid of the sale Miack to 
the place from Mdience they came.’ 'I’lie commissions 
arc managed in a summary manner. 'Hie lots are rapidly 
run up to the jirice the absent principal will give ; if 
they fetch inon*, they goto the person Vddding more ; if 
tliey are knoeked down to the commissioned agent, 
who is often the owner, he gets for the articles tin; 
price at which tliey are sold ; plus the commission, 
whkdi, by a somewhat anomalous regulation, is gene- 
rally a per-ccnta.ge upon the amount paid for the lots. 

But let us listen again to Sn-itfins. The furniture, 
we will suppose, is all sold, and the pictures eome next. 
Half-a-dozen time-tinted connoisseurs have entered the 
room within the last quarter of an hour, and found scats 
near the table, the ladies having departivl. 

Snujfitis lotjuitur. The first work of Iiart, ladies and 
gentlemen, which I shall submit to your attention, is a 
reg’lar Jie:j-quiz-it jim of Ten-years, a real shoved-over 
(mcaniifg to say as the catalogue properly 

exprcss(;s it. i/m give to understand private that it 
was bought by the Horrible A. F.F. agin Louis-.Phili]>pe, 
at the grcjit sale in l*aris ns come off nine year ago. 
What do you .say for this unparalleled prixluction of 
Ten-years ? Fifty guineas, shall 1 say, ladies and gen- 
tlemen? I beg your pardon, geritleinon — gentlemen 
only — the lailies is all gone — bless their liberal arts ! — 
we shall have them again to-morrow, wken the plAU*, 
and th(» linen, and the cheyny comes on. Wlnit shall 1 
say, gentleincn, for iJie 8i<?rlativc* Ten-years"^ Forty 
giiineas, shall I j^ay ? 

A Voice, Two poAids. 

* Two jxmnds did you say? Very well, 'thanV you, 
sir ; anything to begin with — Two jKmnds.* ^ * 

Danhins, 'I’liree pounds. * •- 

Wigifins. 'i'hree ten. » 

Daubins nods. ^ 

Smffins. Four pounds. 

An Old Gentknuin, Five jwunds. ('The settled price ; 
a desid silence.) 

CUntleman. Let me see the picture — {Takes 
^^ttaclesy and p^ers at it close^) — Guineas. 

Five guineas; sellini at^ve — dearJ cheap 

atlfty. * • 


The picture is ultimately knocked down at ten guineas 
to the first real bidder, haviiijif betyi painted ftom a print 
under Daubins’s direction six months before, at a cost 
of not more than fort}' shillings. Hiul it l>een the 
picture it jiretendcfl to bt*, ft would have fettdied at a 
genuine^ sale, or at the * knock-out’ which customarily 
follows a genuine sale, at least from two to tliree liun- 
ired ^Kmnds. Tfie Teniers is succeeded by a llobhima, 
that l)y a Gorregio, that by a Wilson, and that again by 
a Murillo, imd wi on till the catalogue is gone throiigli, 
theve befeig^ot one^pecimen in the whole batcli which 
woiWd answer any end better than that of showing tlie 
totid ^>ant of judgment or knowledge art in tlie 
pundiascr. /■ 

The* confederates are well jilcaaed with the result of 
the first day’s exploits. Daubins and Higgins are in 
liigh spirits. Crossbar shows liis metal by proposing 
an extcnipora neons supper on the premises, and a jolli- 
fication is got up in the kitchen. Pops, whose profit is 
yet in por8i|j‘ctive, is not quite so elate, and takes care 
to* be temperate in liis libation.s, that tlie morrow nia}- 
not find him ulf his guard. Brittle, too, remains sober 
! as a judge, and comiiaivs notes witli Pops, and tlh'v 
I arrange plans of mutual co-operation for the; morrow. 
Daubins and Higgins g(*t ‘drunk on the premises,’ to 
the great scandal of the other three, and especially of 
C’rossbar, who, l)eing jiroof against any quantity of 
‘heavy,* wonders what such tellows can be made of. 
An adiiioiiition from the ))olieeiuaii, wlio is attracted to 
thediouse l>y tlieir noise, at length reminds the party 
that they are in a dilterent region from P»roker Row ; 
and after ‘ one glass more.’ or rather one more ‘ pull 'at 
the pewter-pot (for Brittle is too good a judge to allow 
his glass to be iiaule use of), they break ui>, and lietake 
themselves to tln-ir several homes. 

'riie second day's sale is e\en as the first, and still 
more produetivi*. 'Pile experienced SnutUns had not 
miscaki^ihited the ‘liberal arts' of the ladies. 'Phe 
*ehina and glass, the linen and the plati- of the Honour- 
able Augustus Fitz-Flighaway becomes a perfect rage 
among the iiousekeepers of the neighliourlKKHl. *As 
every lady,’ says the presiding orator, ‘ is by nater a 
judge of these ere Imrtieles, tliere aint no luf-i^ssity for 
any remarks about ’em on iny pai t. I puts ’em ii]> 
and kiKM-k* ’em down : you, ladies, giv('S what you 
likes for ’em. and has ’em. That’s llie long and the 
short of it.’ VVijiil tliis elegant exordium the business 
of tlie day coiliinences. Untler the patronage of the 
fair it goes*on prosperously and w'eli. Pops’s seeoiul- 
haml linen brings liim almost the price of new; the 
jdate upon which he lent a fraction under five .shillings 
an ounce, rqns up to seven or eight, or even more. 
Now ami then a lot is bouglit by a gentleman, and even 
a few art? Ixnight in by thmowners, but tlie bulk of the 
articles find female purelg^sers, and either go to swell 
the list of bargains for whicli the buyers have no mor- 
tal use, or iKMiig subjected to M’ear ami tear, to provt* 
the fallacious judginenUof the «xcited bidders. The 
‘real •china’ of Brittle, wlih'h all came overland fVom 
the home iH)tterie.s, is bouglit up as a rarity; and tlie 
glass — w'hich ) he kept at all must l>e kept cool, as the 
ceremony of tenpjxTing lias been omitted in its mami- 
facture — is an object of strong eompetitioii among tlu' 
fair liousehoiftler.s, it being just one thing of -which 
no lady that M'CjOvSryct lieard of was known to jpbsiX'ss 
enough. 

# Tlu* effects of the supixjsititious diiceased lionourable 
are at length all diHjKised of, to the no small dekx'tutkm 
of tVe eonohctors of th?. Rig. A profit, varying from 
twenty to fifty jxt cent., has Ixien rcalistMl liy eimh of 
them, and the^ all uiiiuiimoysly declare that this time 
jit was a ‘decent and no mistake.’ But it is m»t 
always that the Rig runs so prosperous a course. 
'J’liough ofteit highly productive, it is yet looked upon 
as a dei|:)crate measure. Hometinu's, if the promoters 
are in bad odour among their brethren of the trade, an 
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nngry rival or an excluded would-bc participator will 
expose tluf trick bcfc^e luflf-a-dozen lots are sold, and 
lie has either to be*hril)ed to silence, or the thing 
beconies a failure. The Eig occasionally fails too from 
M^ant of judgment in tholelection of a projicr .locality 
for the experiment ; not unfrcquently less than ten per 
cent, of the lots are sold to real bidders ; and in some 
instances, for whieli we could voiicfl, the atnoifnt (£ 
goods soiil has not paid the iiuotionecr’s charge for 
stilling, to say nothing of other unavoidable expenses. 

Sometimes the Rig is only pf^tial — t‘ha(» is, jl is 
conilned to otic or two r<x)ms, or to a certain spec|^\s of 
goods. In these cases it is curious to witness fier- 
plexLty of tiiCN^hrokcTs who haj^Tcn not to l)c in the 
secret. 'J'liat tlie Eig is being worked they kndw well 
enough frt)in certain unmistakahlc symptoms ; that 
the w'hole is not a Rig Iht'y also know, from the number 
of knoekers-out who are present, and they never ven- 
ture upon a bidding until the desired information is 
obtained. Sometimes the lirst-floor fro^t is a Rig; 
somotiiiifs the two-pair back. Frequently the jdatc^is 
riggetl ; more frequently the i)k*tiires. The watchful 
observer at a sale may deletd the Rig portion of it from 
the demeanour of the regular buyers during its erourse. 
No sooner does tlie disposal of tlie Rig jilaiit commence, 
than the whole fraternity of rlealors contcmpthously 
aj»d nianifesLly ignore it altogt'tlier, those |>ersoiM»lly 
intere.sled only exe(*plc(l, and tlie lots are left to the 
competition of tlie unsuspecting public, whose couragii 
rt‘eeives an occasional fillip from the owners of* tlie 
propifiiy or tlu ir agents ; and it is not till the last Rig 
l<»t i- kiKxiked down, tliat tlie men of business conde- 
senid to bestow a glance at the auctioneer, or to listen 
to his repeated calls for silence, as tlu^ noise from their 
gossijq)iug groups interrupts his proceedings. 

It is hardly in'eessary to state that from nvspectahle 
ain't ioiu ers, men of character and integrity, tlie Rig 
receives no eountenanee. If, indeed, the ehoicn eolloe- 
tinus of valuables of f^verv description, galliered together 
by men of w(‘.al(b ainl taste, ivbo hav(‘ devoted their 
lives to the task, wc're allowed ito lie tahipered witii 
and adultorateil by the addition oi‘ any t.rumiiery from 
the stoeks of ignorant and jieeulant dealers, the public 
uonid liaye no guarantee for the genuineness of any- 
tliing they bought. The Rig is horn of .^agnation of 
trade, ainl di(‘s a natural death when (!oimneree becomes 
brisk, and the demand for things saleable returns to its 
aeeustomed lev'el. 


SV I\ir ATIIETIC SNAJE COMPASS. 
IlKKEioroiii: there ha.s been a limit to tlic security 
and rapidity of mental inteiYourse both between indi- 
viduals and nations. Th» most tender epistles, the 
most important dcspatchctaf must needs be subject 
to the danger-s and cai»riees of the wdnds and w.,ves ; 
nor can the electric telegraph l>ear our messages 
beyond the eonfines*of our illand liome, fur hitherto, 
at least, its attempts to tind u pathway in the mighty 
tieep have proved an utter, faili^re, Tlie longings 
thus expressed for au instantaneous^ communication 
of thought with distant countries, and wliich have 
hitherto )xh.‘u baffled and disu|>pointe<l, aT>» now, how- 
ev’vr, on the eve of liemg realised h^ a di.scovery wliicli 
will c!iable»us, in a momcMii of lime, fo span the great 
globe itself by our inmost thought, and to whisper ^ 
in .sileiu^e to the li.stening ear of our friend at CiHcaitta 
or New Zealand I • ^ # 

vBut liy wluit mighty ngt'uey will this instantuncou.s 
cominunication be efTeeted?’ • 

‘ By u snail.’ • # • ^ 

‘ By u snail I Incredible ! Impossible I ’ 

‘Incredible, if you will, but not impossible; for it 
is to the snail that this mission of tliought-biaring is 
assif^ied; and the vast coinmuuity of siiailJiood wdll 


doubtless fulfd their olflpc with a becoming sense of its 
unportanc(‘.’ , 

Let us nowfattcTupt to unravel this my.stcry. 

About eight or nine years ago it was tiiscovered, 
almost simultaneously, Ijy afl American and a French- 
man (Messrs Bint and Behoit), that certain snails, after 
having once entered into affinity with each other, were 
endued with the remarkable faculty of remaining per- 
manently liiider a mutual .sympathetic influence, which 
was not desiroyed, nor even weakened, by the most 
prolonged intervention of time or spiu;e. This electric 
.sj|mi«ithy waR not always dual in its nature, for it 
wuis found to exfst with eiinal intensity among wdiole 
families of snails whose early lives had been passed 
within the san% paternal lioh*. It w^as discovered, 
moreover, by our philosopFlers that this sympathy is 
strengthened and directed by jilacing tlft^ sympathising 
snails en rajport with (we use the terms without 
prol’essing to understand their ineiining) the magnetic, 
fiSlliieral, arul adaniic fluid, wliich may.be effected by 
bringing them under certain conditions ^leeessary to 
the maintenunce of tins threefold .sympathy. In order 
to obtain these results, therii has been invented by 
these gi'iitlemen a. portable .apparatus, called a Pasila- 
linic Sympathetic Compass, liy whose aid they obtain 
instantaneously, and at y^lmtever distance the sym- 
patlietk* Snails may he plactui, a st'iisihle iiioveinentTr 
desigriated by them ;in ‘escargotic commotion,’ and wlik.li 
is immifested every time that tin* parted sympathetic 
snails are excited liy the apjnoac h of other sympathetic 
snails which are in affinity both with them and witli 
each oilier; even in like manner as tlie electric com- 
motion manife8t.s itself to tlie experimentalist eaeli time 
that h(i approaelies with his linger a body wdiich has 
previ(m.sly been eleetriik d. 

But how can this .^ymiiatb}' be mutually manifested 
when the snails are placed at a great distance from each 
• otVierV This is the next point to be ascortained. Well, 
it Would appear from tlu‘ statements of our twai philos.o- 
pliev.s, tliat when these lender creatures are torn asunder 
by llic relentless hand of fate, there flows forth from 
one to the other a sort of fliiivl, oi*\vhich the earth the I 
eouduetor, and whieh unfolds itself, so to speak, like I 
tlie almost invisible tlir(‘!ul of a spider or a silk-wairni, i 
only with this difference — that the escargotic ffuid is 
quite invisible, and that it passes througii space with 
the rapidity of lightning. It is by means of this fluid 
that is excited and eommimicatcHl the escargotic eom- 
inoiioii, w hieh is instaiitaiieously transmitted from one 
bidoved snail to tlie otlier, even though their liabitation.s 
be fixed on opjiosite sides of tlie globe. In order to 
establish tlii.s communication, however, it suffices not 
to a w'^a ken escargotic sympathy: there must also exist 
an harmonic* sympathy between the individuals wdio 
desire to correspond ; and this hurmouic syinpatliy is 
obtained by animal magnetism, and by intermingling 
the synipatlietic escargotic* fluid with the mineral and 
adainic magnetic fluid under the influence of the gal- 
vanic mineral fluid. 

This is nol the place to inquire what analogy there 
may naturally exist among these dillerenb fluids. » 
Suffice it to say, tliat the ntcessify for their interfusion 
is the chief fact of the discovery, aii^ without wdiich 
the whole system must fall to the »groTind. In a word, 
the ciftirc System of this novel coniuiiinication may be 
sfakl to^rest as. a basis upon the medium of galvano- , 
hiagmtic-Jfiintral-animah adainic-si/tupa iJa/. 

^ There remains now to be aseertained by what sort of 
apparatus this e.seargotic eommotion is obtained, and 
what mcaiTs are adopted to render thiJ commotion sub- 
servient to the transmission of thought. The pasilalinic- 
I sympathetic compass consi.sts of a square wooden box, 
within w’hicli is jilaijed a galvanic battery wdiok' metallic 
platos, instead of beini,^ placed above one another, as in 
the vtiftaio piki.sf are arranged in series, aiul^^ fixed in 
grooves, nwde for thJt iJurposc in a cii'cular wooffen 
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plate, which revolves round its^xis of iron. In place 
of metallic disks, Messrs Biat and Benoit liave substL 
tuted circular troughs or cups of zinc, ench one lined 
with linen Vhich has been previously steeped in a solu- 
tion of stilphate of cbppdr, the lining being kept fixed 
by a plate of topper which is* rivetted to the cup. At 
the bottom of each trough is fixed, by a certain com- 
position, known only to the inventors, a living snail, 
wiiich imbibes in tliis metallic solitude a due portion of 
galvanic influence, to be subsequently combined with 
the electric influence*, whicli is developed when the 
wheel is set in motion, bearing along it captm 
snails which have been fixed around it in their cells. 

The box wherein is enclosed this moveiihle battery 
may be made of any form or snbstanc^ u'hatcver ; but 
a close covering is iibsohifldy essential, as the snails 
must not be exposed to atmospheric influence. More- 
over, each of the gidvanic trouglis inus# be furnished 
with a spring, 'whose pressure w'ill reveal the bscargotic 
movement oj the being wliieh dwells within. It will be 
readily apprehended that in order to tlic fornuition of a 
corresponding apparatus, two of these srviil-prisoning 
instruments will lie necessary ; the corresixmcling cups 
of each containing snails whicli have a reciprocal nfli- 
nity, so that the e.scargotic commotion may be trans- 
mitted from one precise i)^»int of the battep' to the 
same precise point of the other battery in tiie duplicate 
compass. 

One more particular remains to be noticed. Messrs 
Biat and Benoit have afflxc'd to the wlieels of tliose two 
instruments, and close to each of the sympathetic 
springs, corresponding letters, ’^vliieli form a sort of 
alphalxitic and sympathetic dials, by mciTns of wdiich 
tlie communication of thought is eflected easily and 
instantaneously to any place, J)owever distant ; llie 
escargotic commotion iridicaling m tlic corresponding 
dial tiiose letters ivhicli one person desires to transmit 
to the otlier. 

In order to effect tiie communication, notldng more 
is required than for the two correspondents to place 
tiiemselves before these two instruments at the same 
lioiu', and to be in the necessary condition of harmonic 
sympathy, so that they may, without the intervention 
of steam-packets or electric telegraphs, and without 
any eye resting upon them save the sympathising * 
glance of their friendly snails, unfold the inmost secret 
of tlieir hearts. 

In the article from whence the above details liavc 
becui drawn, the writer, M. Jules Allix, goes on to 
describe his interview^ with M. Benoit, one of the 
inventors ,of this marvellous sympathetic compass, 
wlio, deiirous to satisfy him fully witli regard to the 
truth of the discovery, invited liim to be present during 
one of his correspondences with Mr Biat in America. 
Accordingly, M, Jules Allix bent liis steps with an 
anxious and beating heart to the rarisian dwelling 
wliere his doubts were to be resolved and his curiosity 
satisfied. Tiie philosopher in America havitig been 
warned of their intention, they stood before the magic 
compass. M. Jules Allix not being in a<’ state of iMr- 
moiiic sympathy with the correspondents, it was 
arranged tliat M. Benoit sfiiould convey any word or 
sentence he desiijed to express. The magnitude of the un- 
dertaking overwhelifted him w ith aw e, and hi^ mi^d w as 
filled witli reverence for the venerable pliilosoidier whq. 
at the other side of the Atlantic, awaited his nessrf^e* 
The only word he could Utter was ‘ Biat ! ’ Sf. Benoit, 
with a sympathising Snail in his hand, touched one «f 
the captives in a trough : it moved ! Tile Iq+ter B wa.s 
noted down. Afiother was then touchtnl, and miother, 
and another, The name of B I A T was <x)mpok‘d and 
t^ansinitted to tlic American sage. In a few moments e 
an escargotic motion became once more visible on the 
and letter after letter was imted down, until these 
wopis deciphered, ‘ Cest bieh* C & '). One 

iSther brief sentenoes pasm betVeen thexui 


'Which fully satisfied M. Allix as to the retdity of the 
discoveiy j but we are obliged common iionestj” to 
confbss that some slight inaccuracies occurred in the 
spelling, not suflBicient, however, to render the words 
unintelligible ; and considering that the snails have but 
recently, begun their education, we think it is but fair 
to ni§,ke some allowance for them. Meantime, w ho 
bill deny that Uio invention of Messrs Biat and 
Benoit exceeds both in wonder and in iniportance all 
the^ diseovei;Jes' of Galvani, of Volta, and of Mesmer ? 
Its vigenfiy *BO liunAle and so simple ! — its I’csults so 
magnifleent and so complex ! Henceforth, where will 
be \h#*boudoir, or where the council elmmixT, which 
shall pot possess its pasilalinic sym^mthetic com- 
pass ? There w’ill doubtless be some of massive 
construction and classic form, intended for our puldic 
offices, from whence they may in a moment of time 
transmit to the most distant parts of the globe the 
cloqvient outpourings of our orators, or llie sage d(*- 
cisions of oyr statesmen ! Nor shali they require to 
be translated into other languages, for a part of the 
invention, whicli has not yet been named, consists in a 
pasilalinic (cr nui versa 1) alphabet, wliondiy a language 
shall be formed, familiar alilre to nil iicople, and 
tongues, and nations. Again, there will be pasilalinic 
sympatlietic compasses made in tlie form and about 
the size of watches, whereon may Ito lavished llie 
exquisite taste of our fashionable jt‘weller.s, and eon- 
tmning snail.s no Jargx*r tlian a jiin's liead, whosi* 
tranftparent delicacy and sensitive tenderness will make 
them ndiuirably adapted for a lady’s amanviensis. It 
is not improbable that these elegant and useful com- 
pas.sos may sbortly bi' scH*n apjxmded by a ebain to tlie 
W'aista of our modish ladies, in lion of the cluitelaine.s 
whicli have so recently bei'ii in fashion ; and llie al>so- 
lute neeessit}^ of adhering rigorously to tlie inonu nt 
fixed for their coiTesjiondence is a point 'wliich will be 
duly ai^ireciated by oiir moralists, as te nding to gone- 
late habits of imnctuality and order in the ‘ /vcco/ .s7 ,u.’ 

It was, wq arc inlbrmed, by the merest aeeidiuit that 
Mes.srs Biat and Benoit diseoverc'd the abidingly syin- 
pathetie property inlieiwit in snails ; and tiny have 
ascortaiie'd, by a long series of e.xperiinents, tint others 
I of the crustaceoiis Bjareies x>esHess the same faculty of 
•numifcsting'diis sympathetic eoiimiution, althoiigb nmie 
of them olier sucli advantages as a medium of coin- 
I muiiication as tlie snail, iiartly bt‘causc of the 

i intensity of its 8>mii>athy, and iiartJy beeanse it can 
exist nearly tvveh'e months without fooil, as also beeaust' 
of its extreme facility to become fixed within tlie gal- 
vanic trougli, and its universal citi>.cnsliip throngbont 
the whole world. 

We have no doubt tliat our numerous readei.s 
wdll liail with entliushistiei* delight the important dis- 
covery whicli we have now imparted to ihein; l>ut wi 
inu.st not part without addressing to tliem a word of 
cuiitiqn. Do not, we pray you, imagine that after 
liaving read tlie preeedii^ slight ftiul imperfect sketch, 
you aTc able to construct a iiasilalinic sympathetic 
compass. Tlie inventorg, while inqi.'irtiiig to the public; 
so much of their discovery as to enable intelligent | 
jieople to judgf of its possibility, liave reserved to j 
themselves the hidden secret of its success, w’ithout a 
knowledge dl’ wiiicp tlie curious rinquirer might vainly 
wander on in. tliis mysterious field of investigation. 
Even in the very outset of tlie irupiiry, iiinumerable 
Aifflcultiea occur ; for as all men are not able to priMluce 
the phenomena of magpetic somnanilmlisin, even so 
ail^Kails (l(/not i>osses6 in themselves this iiermaneiit 
symimthetic fluid ; nyr cun tlie very best of them lie 
available for t^ie compass wphoiit being subjected to a 
■peculiar influemie, >^ncli has purjiosely been kept seen;t 
by the discoverers. 

We are induced to give tliis warning, les.s from 1 
a reg:arCi to the sole and inalienable right of Messrs 
Bi^t and Benoit to the whole tribe of sympatlietic 
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snails, in i luitever quartor of tlio globe they may be simple majesty of wliiclf still thrills the heart of all 
found, than from a sUrt of liking for the snails them- \lho' o>^e honmge to the name of our country—* Eng- 
'solvos, U’liich mokes us unwilling that they should be land exi>ects^ery man to do his duty.’ Wlien the 
persecuted with experimoiits by mere tyros in science, fight began, our young lieutenai^t did his duty gal- 
Lct them be tortured, if you will, by such great nien hmtly ; the ‘ angel opportunity ’ was lacking for any 
ns Messrs Biat and Benoit, who martyrise them ^)nly in very memorable achievement, but in that scene of 
the cause of intcUect and humanity ; Jmt we must»pro-^ unrivalle4 valour and exertion, tlia eye of the great 
lest against the doctrine of free trade in scioticc, at commander, marked the conduct of the gallant little 
least so far as snails are coucerncjd. For ourselves, we cutter, and lie noticed it to * Hardy.’ Had he lived, 
have, since becoming acquainted with the .nqblu des- the fortune of tlie young offleqf would have been 
tinies of these sluggish creatm-es, begun to rerfird- assured; but the life which theh * set in bloody glory ’ 
them with respectful interest; and we found ou^ilwcs, bme with it the Xopos of many a brave mariner ^iuto 


mem wiin respectiui interest; anti we found oury'fvcK, bote with it the Xopos of many a brave mariner ^iuto 
a day or two ^go, peeping into the leafy rccessds of an the dim oblivion !’ 

ivy bush, and wondering what would be the fostunes It is well kntniu that the fleet which achieved this 
of a loving family wdio were closely grouped together victory Iiad, during the suciteediTig night and day, to 
in that dark retreat ! contend with the fury of the eleiiieiits; many ships 

AVe therefore once more jjray our readers to remcm- dismasted in the battle, all sluittered, and in numerous 


in that dark retreat ! contend with the fury of the eleineiits; many ships 

AVe therefore once more jjray our readers to remcm- dismasted in the battle, all sluittered, and in numerous 
ber that it is far easier to convey their thoughts all ciises without ifn anelior to let go. It was wdiilst the 
over the w^orld by means of a pasihilinic sympatlietic was still raging that Lord ColUngwood made 

eoinjuiss, than to solve the many mystcricj^nvolved vi a to the cutter to send a b®at for lhc‘ 

its coiiBtruction. despatches wdiich w'ere to he eonvoyt«l to England. The 

— office intended for her commander was a favour, as the 

FIVE MINUTES TOO LATE harbinger of such intelligence wnis certain of promo- 

, ' , tion ; but, ,'ilas ! our young lieutenant, engrossed by the 

‘ not the occasion ; by the foroiodt take ^ present scene, and excited by the recent march of 
TbU mm. ,,o^«T-tUo tuMc- -^^^1 of tho Aamlte, nua 

Lest a more moment’s putting Oil filiould make ‘x i I'u ^ i <■ ■ 

MiBdmn... almost as heavy as a cri.ne ! • ’.“V’ bec" /lyinir li ve ininulc's liotoro It was reported 

to Jnm. I/ieu he hurried to obey tlic mandate — too 
V'k have just el()sed a volunie of ‘Wordsw'orth’s rooms,’ Jatc ! Another had seen the summons, and preceded 
and the motto WT have quoted, and the sonnet following Jiim, deeming that the state of the cutter must be 


it, recalled certain memories which have proved sugges- 


of lier coinmander’s dida^ 


As her boat 


tive of our present .sulijeet. Five nimutes too late! alongside thi‘ Eirn/alus, that of his successful 

\Aliat an awful meaning is conveved bv tlie last tw^o I may so style him pushed oil, and the 

words of that briof sontwioe to the duldroii of ti.i.o, {■^‘‘jbangod K«.otings IVmr Y— at that 


officers exchanged grcfetings. I’oor Y at that 

, . , 11.11 1 x- 1 1 vnoment bade farewell to the tiood-tide ol his fortunes ! 

ovorwhoiu cm-n.osta.icos i.i,ddcat;,).avo sue), tcarlul and ycgrctlod that 

liowor. Ihoy ciuyuro bofore our itioutal vision a , lio Imd not arrived in time, f’i'iiiK bim tbo only charge 
spectral array of cousequenccs from which we ^)nnk : Uemaining in his power to bestow'— duplicates of the 
gjiosts of vain hopes, of disajipointed exi)ectation.s, j desp.-jtches — and Avith th(‘se he took his liomew’ard 
of love elos(*d in death, move in^ ghastly* procession, j ciurse : hut the lost five minutes had wrecked his 
and but for egrtain recollections of a more enlivening j bopos. llis predecessor arrived siafely, received pro- 
nature — (for sometimes comedy blends even with the «od is now, or was very recently, an admifal, 

,k-o,.«st tragedy in this kak-idnscono world of ours!) I “f obtiuned only a sword in 


dee[)est tragedy in this kaleiditseope w'orld of ours ! j 
- w'c should erase our title, and choose ano*iier theme. 


commemoratioij of Ins bravi'ry ; and at the close of tlie 
Avar, w as thrown aside, Avith many a gallant comrade, to 


Let it not alarm the reader, hoAAH’A'or, by the apparent ^\'aste tlie remaindtu* of liis life in oblivion and neglect. 
Ihrciit it holds out of a homily upon tile evils of pro- liie disappointment of his hopes •affected liim deeply; 
erastination. \Ve mean to bestow no such,tc<l ions ness the more so as his family increased, and his means of 
upon his Avorsliip, deeming th.at the ‘ goldeii-lipped ’ supporting and i)roviding for them AA'cre small. AVhat 
saint himself would prove powcrlesa to exorcise that i)rofoim(l regret darkened tlie visiim of Trafalgar Avhen 
most pertinacious of demons wlieii he haa once taken it recurred to the old officer’s memory ! He Afas;somc- 
l)osscssion of any human soul. No ; avo intend sluiply times heard to say, Avith a playful mockery of lii.s oAvn 
to give a fcAv instances of the singular, fatal, or ill-fortune, ‘that he had grown in-ematurely bald from 
ludlerons efleets which the lols or delay of livcMnmute.s the number of young men v. ho had trailed over his 
has caused, leaving Words w'l^’th's motto to point the head E but there Avas a pathos in the very jest. By a 
moral of our gossipi)ing. marvellous eoincidence, Ins life was closed, as its pro- 

'J'he first, and one of the most painful of these our .sjxccts had beihi blighted, by the fatal five minutes too 
‘ modern instanees,’ very il^cently related to us by late. He aa'us euij;iged to dine Avith an old brother- 
tlie son of him Avhosc ibrtunes were changed, and flflally ofllecr — one avIio hated to be kept Availing for^iis dimicr 
his fate sixiled, by the unheeded llittmg of those few, — add by soui^ accident, it w'as five minutes aft^er the 
sanrU of tijnc, and wdjosc family are stnl sullerers from appointed time when he lefj his^iouse to proceed fo 
this ai>parent trifle. The momentous five minutes to his Amphytrion’s. In his anxiety to redeem the lost 
Avhieli Avc allude Averc a portion of one of the most glo time, he hurried up the hill he aa'us cpmjt'lled to ascend 
rioiis periods that ever dial or hour-glass mift'ked — that at a i^ce Jittlc befitting his age and infirmities — 
in A<*liich theJlVafalgar victory AVas Avon, jwid Nelson lost, foy he suflfbred from a (xwnplaint of the heart — readied- 
Among’ the*gallaut fleet w hich on that day roused the tljp *dimiag-foom ‘ again five minutes too late,’ as ho 
echoes of the hills of Spain, was a certain citter’ rt'marked himself, in allusion to the unseen signal, was 
coinniaiided by a young lieutenant, who, i>ossessing taken ill from tlie exertion, carried home, and died, 
no naval interest, hoiied for advancement'^ only from ‘The tide *iof life as well as of fortune had for him 
his own gallantry and good comli§L!t ; and little doubt ‘ passed the flood ! ’ 

Avas there that either woul4 prove lacking in liis ca*se. Tlio colours of this kaleidoscope vision are of the 
Memories of the fair wife and deift* babe whose for- tlarkest and saddest : let us shake the instrument anil 
tunes were, in the expressiA'c language bf the East, vary the combinations, and lo an Indian bungalow 
‘bound up in the bundle of his Ufe,* awoke OA'cry rises be^ire us scald’d o) a mountain height ; and many 
energy of his nature, and gave (for liim) a houblc busy forms ^ire moving^ear and about it, for tHe lady 
and inspiring meaning to tliat celebrated signal, the Who dwells there is anout to join a party of friends 


join a party of friends 
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travellmg t<) the island preeMeiicy beloM'. Her hus- 
band’s regiment has been recently hurried to tlie seft 
of wttr, and she cah no longer dwell upofl the wide and 
pleasant plains of th^ Dt^an ; moreover, the monsoon 
is entlod, i^ud the hot winds, of the season are begin- 
ning to* penetrate the screens. And now the ayah 
hastens her lady’s preparation’s, by the information 
that the jjarty of travellers are waiting in their palan- 
quins witliout ; hut the * Ma’am Sahib ’ is a confirmed 
procrastinator, and so much has Ixk'ii left till this last 
moment iuiprei)ared and undone, that she cannot o^y 
the summons. The (dimate is not favoiirabUvto patienfe ; 
besides, tliqi*e is a * tide ’ to be caught at the next hun~ 
dn\ and ?>, imwcrbially, will wait for one ; therefore, 
with, some few apologies, tl^‘ party moved on, expressing 
thc‘ir assurance that Mrs T-i — would soon overtake 
them. She vras of the same opinion, and bore their 
desertion very phi losopl deal ly, insistiifg even oh not 
detaining a gentleman of the group, ■who w'ould fain 
have waited her leisure. As she entered her ])alan- 
quin, she observcid to her ayah — the only servant >vho 
accompanied her — that slui had hc^en, * nfter all, only 
five minutes too late.’ The ‘ God’s image carved in 
ebony,’ as Fiillt*r calls the dark sisterhood of our rmre, 
showed her ivory t(‘cth good-humouredly in assent, 
and retired to take pos.scs.^ion of her own egjiveyance, 

•in wdiich slu‘ was ordered to follow' closely tliat of her 
mistress, deeming the loss <;f time of as little moment 
as the lady did. The hamals tluai liegaii their labours, 
and the first portion of the descent was aeliieved 
pleasantly and safely. Seated in her eofiin-like car- I the clear music apimnichod Ijci*. A Highland regiment 

riage, Mrs T looked forth on a scene of almost j was on its night march hack to the Tresidene}', ami 

unrivalled beauty, evhry turn of the mountain path- | either its approach had heen jKTCcivcd hy the rol*lu:rs 
way varying its cliaracter and incrca.sing its loveliness. I who had e.seai>ed the tig(*r, ami thus xu’cvenic'd their 
Revived by the recent heavy rains, the tro(‘s and hca*l»- | return to their victim, or their superstitious terror at 
age woiHi a gr(‘en as vivid asif they were never scorched ‘ the jungle tyrant kept them from tlie spot. In a 
hy the burning kisses of an Lasteni sim ; gay wild- j few niimites some of the Highland oUicers were Ixside 
fiower.s pe(.‘pe«i out from the long gra.s.s of llic jungle; the p.afanquin, listening indigJiantly to the lady’s story, 
and tiny w'aterfalls danced and eporUid dow n the Kami oirering lier evtay assistajice in their ])0^^•^•l■. Sije 
inoLintains’ side.s to their own liquid music : the traiif]) wa.s a goo<l, horse woman, and llie adjutant rc-sigiud his 
of the bearers, tlie qionotonous chant into which they steed to her. Her j^ovels and money, found scattered 
ocensionaliy broke, even the shrill cry of the green on the road, were eollcftcd and giv(‘n in charge to a 
parrot, Juul all a charm for the fair lady traveller ; and ! Highlander, and she was (.scorUd in safety hy the 
she forgot the ‘ five minutes too iaU* ’ wdiich had sepa- i gallant T dh to tlm bunder, from w hciuH* she eouM 
rated licr from her companions, and the? fact tliat there j embark jfoi Ilonibay. If anything could cure proems - 


jungle, and made an expres^vc sign at the Ijack of his 
own throat. She saw that it wouli be vain to refuse, and 
delivered the small box she had with her and her money. 
They received it siUmtly ; an^, sitting down in her sight, 
coolly examined and divided their spoil. Then came a 
fearfhU pause. They' looked towards the palanquin; 

I tliey.were evidei^tly consulting as to what they should 
I no with her. Ndver could she afterwards Ibrget the 
feeling wdth which her gaze encountered Hiosc terrible 
blgck eyek 1 fhe ^ony of suspense w'as more than 
. sho could * bear ; and as they rose simult aneously, 
shf* juiried h(?r face in her hands, and in a short, 
ahnoSt -w'ordloss prayer, commended bg: soul to her 
Creatpr. At the same instant n frigliKul roar, echoed 
by' a thrilling scream, or rather yell, burst on li(?r ear. 
She looked up, and beheld her foe.s scattered on )dl 
sides, pursued by' a tiger, to whose remorseless tliiist 
one had evidently fiili(?n a prey, for faint from tlie 
distance came u cry of mortal agony'. She w as sav(.‘d ! 
’Hie five minutes they had loitered over tlieir spoil hud, 
through the mercy' of a good I’rovidencc, made crime 
too late to bo 1‘onsiimmated. She sat there alone, 
Avondcrfully presen'ed, hut still in an liwfiil situation 
for a female, since niglit w'as gathering round her, and 
the l^dr of the wild beast so near! Her heart heat 
ainlibly, wdien suddeifiy the stillness w'as broken hy a 
familiar and bleSvSed sound; ‘ Auld Lang-syne,’ played 
on lier native bagiapcs, stoh? on tlie .sil(?n(:e ot‘ tlu‘ 
evening, and, relieved from a weight of terror —from 
thc^fear of death itself — she she<i large heavy tears a* 


was still no appearance of rgoining them. The latter 
recollection had, hoAwever, occurred to her bearers, and 
gradually, though their burthen marked it not, they' 
slackened tlieir iiace, and held hnv conference among 
themselves. The ayali’s palanquin w’ius far liehiiid, the 
trav(illers wdio preci?J(?d them far before ; the road was 
solitary, the jungle det'p and secret as the grave ; the 
lady know'll to be? rich in jewels, if not in gold and 
rupees. 

Evening was closing in: day fades rapidly in the 
East, and the brief twilight is as solemn as it is soft 
and short. The liamala’ stejis fell slow er and slow er ; 
and at last a vague fear aw'oke in the lady’s mind, to 
which lh0»gradually-decpeiiiug gloofh addecl force. She 
was imaginative, and slic fancied the pjxdty w'atei^get.s 
grew larger, and foamed, and tcKik a s]jectral form, like 
the mischievous uncle of • Undine,’ and that the dark 
figures of the •relay of hamals, ruiiiiing by the side of 
the paliuiquin, grJw taller, and more fiendish-looking: 
.she began to ‘ see their visage’ less ‘in tlieir min*l’ than 
in its natural colour and swart ugliness, ui^l bitlefty 
repented havm|Ej|wi five minutes too late.** A regrft, 
alas I foo suddenly her jialanquin was «et 

upon f1 eight shadowy fomis gathered 

* glittering eyes and looks from 

_ i^^flilirank, while one in brief phrase desired 
yjplirehim hqr jewel-case and her nioney. Th%| 
was not inWnriy granted. The Scotsw'oman 
rageous, and represent^ to her false guides that 
neitlier rob nor injitfe a ^omau of *ner race 
l^piunity . In answer, one ftUow points to tlic deep 



t illation, the effects of such a ‘ five nuiuite.s too lute' 
miglit be ex]x?ctiPjJrto jieri’orm it; but, as w'o have said, 
we have no faivn in even so severe a remedy', and w e 

doubt if iirbtty' Mrs T lias ever pul her bonnet on 

the quicker since her adventure on tlie Kamlallah 
Ghauts. 

And now’, looking liack into our very early' childhood, 
we can see a neat, quiet-looking old lady, on whose 
fate our ominous title laid as important a result. She 
was the widow' of a me4’diunt-ship captain, who had 
left her a comfortable iiideiH'ndenee, and tlu? cure of a 
boy' nephew — his only' sister’s son — a fine lad destined 
fo^ tlie sea. Tlie pair lived in a|i old* fashioned house? 
in oac of tlie old, narrow, dull, but respectable streets 
of Uorisea, and were introduced to our notice by tlic 
necessity of iiiiplyiiig to Mrs Martin, or, as slie (jailed 
herself, hire for the eharu(;tcT of a servant. 

Inquiries touching tlw damsers capabilities had been 
made by lifter, but the reply w as by no means as clear 
as could be des^irefl; for the old lady was a very ‘ qqi.?en 
of the dictionary,’ and played so despotically willi 
twords, and the letters which form them, tliat the only 
'part of her reply at all intelligible to my mother w'us 
a ^ndly-oKpressed hd|)e that ‘Susan Olding would 
shoot her I* We supposed slie meant suit ; hut to make 
assurance doubly surb, mamma called on her, and took 
U8 childrea ^ith Aier, It was about Chri.stnias-tiine, 
and we rememlier distinctly how nice and cosy w'c 
thought the <luaint-lookiiig old parlour into w'hich we 
were aishered. The fireplace was formed of Dutch 
tiles, commemorative of a whole Bible biography' : a 



CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. m l 


large closctf with glasi doow, cxliibitecl to our clultliuh 
peeping a quantity of valuable old china. Uliere was a 
barpsicliord — the only one we ever saw — open in the 
room. Round the walls ^lung pieces of embroidery 
framed, the subjects being taken from the * Faerie 
Queen;* and above each shone the glittering ^leaves 
and scarlet berries of a holly sprigs* A bright •fire, 
blazed on the hearth ; and by the side of it, in an 
imposing- looking firm-cliair, sat the mistress of tlie 
dwelling knitting— a pretty woman*cven in-tuVanciAg 
years, with a kind happy expression of countcnaijbe, 
that one would have felt grieved to see ovTrshaj^wed 
T)y a care. ^ 

From that tihie wc became acquaintances of •good 
Mrs Martin. She met us in our walks; .sometimes 
took us into lu?r liouse to give us a piece of seed- 
cake and a glass of home-made wine ; and finally, 
invited us occasionally to drink tea with her. We 
enjoyed tlioac evenings exceedingly ; she was so kind, 
and good-natured, and so ri'ady to cuter Ihto all oit 
games, in which wc hud also a blithe comrade in the 
noting man her nephew, who luul just returned from 
sea. He would play with us till wc were tired, and 
then seating us round the blazing fire, would entertain 
us, Othello-like, with his adventures, and those of his 
messmates, till wc held our breath to listen. A very 
line seaman-like youth was Harry Darling the mid- 
shipman, and very proud his aunt was of him. In truth 
sh<* liad good cause? to rt\joice in her fitrection for hpii, 
as the incident wc have to relate will prove. When 
Ilany (jTvSt went to sea, his adopted mother felt, as she 
ex pressed it, ‘very (iismdute* (desolate?) in her deserted 
liouse, and sought relief from her {inxionsthouglits by fre- 
cimaUing oftener tlie tea-tables of her neighbours, among 
whom her clieerful lempi'r, to say notliiiig of tier com- 
fortable income ami bo.sjutalit}’, made her very popular. 
y\t the house of one of the most intimate of her go.«sips, 
tile worthy widow was in the haliit of mev?ting, and of 
luiiig partner at whist, with a tall gentleman wearing 
a moustuelui, tind distinguished liy the title wf ‘ Count.’ 
iNow if Mrs Martin had a weakness, it was her love for 
‘ great peoi>le,* as she phrasetl it ; many of M’hose privi- 
leges wore the e.sj>eeial obj<*ets of her en^'y, esjieeially 
the mournful one of a funereal exliibition of heraldic 
honours. She always regretted that she hnA not been 
able to hang out ‘ a hatchet ’ for her poor dear departed 
Mai7o///. !N()w, ns she never dreamed, dear guileless old 
body, of any one assuming a dignity not justly apper- 
taining to them, and liad no conception of the exact 
standard of national rank^ a foreign count witli a 
nioiistaelie like? a Life Guardsman was as imposing a 
])<*vsoiiage in her estimation as an ancient English 
‘ Thane, ’ and she treated his countship with all possible 
i'es|>cct and attention, eonsiifiTing it a high honour 
wlieii he favourtnl her neat* dwelling with u visit, 
and drank tea out of her best china. She always 
called him ‘my lord,’ and ‘your lordship,’ and sym- j 
j ]iatbiscd deeply in tlib cruel tevt'rsos to which the 
Iv'volutiou bad subjected him, never wcaryinj^ of 
hearing descriptions of his ‘cluUoe,’ jmd of his hotel 
in I’aris, tliough it long continued a mystery to her 
how a nobleman with such a fortunfc could have 
liked to keep a a d/iflieiilty she at Just solved by 

aseribing it to foreign nwnnera. But^he cpdut became 
daily* more ’intimate at her bouse, telling her long 
stories 6ver*the winter fire, or while partaking of the 
men! she called, in eompliment to him, her ‘petty soiijjey i 
and gradually the usual consec^penccs of such story- 
telling ensued. The unfortunate noble propolJkxl to Mrs 
Martin, and, quite fluttered and dsjfsdcd by the honour, 
the w'wlow consented to Ixjqpme Madame cla Comtesse. 
His lady-love’s assent once obtained, tbo Frenchman 
was eager for the immediate celebration of their nup- 
tials ; but Mrs Martin insisted on waiting till her dear 
Horry came homo fi’om sea, his ship being '*daily 
expected. Tbo bridegroom slirugged an tmwiUing , 

assent, and consoled himlelf by dining occasionally, as 
will as drinking tea, with his lady-love. 

At length the battery and guard-ship g^uns bf Ports- 
mouth greeted the' expe(5ted frigats, and the next day 
Harry Darling embraced his aunt, and learned from 
her with much surprise, and a little vexation, that she 
iwas about to marry ‘a member of the French House 
of Lords!’ .The boy had already seen enough of the 
world to take, a very different view of the proposed 
exaltation, and to have serious fiiars for his kinswo- 
nuTh’s IiMiqnncsl in a union with one whom he, at first 
sight, pronounced bin adveHturer ; but on hinting his 
suspicions to her, the good lady for the first time grew' 
angry with him, ifccribing his observations to a selfish 
regard for his own Interest, And Harry finding remon- 
strance vain, w'as fain to yield a sad oonsent to be 
present at the c^emony^ in a Aveek’s time. 

Avedding-dny arrived. Tlie ci'remony was to be 
at ii little village cliurch at some distance, 
and carriages destined to convey the ViHdal party 

w'crc ordered at an early^ hour. The bride, handsomely 
attired, and tlfc bridegroom in the dignity of an entire 
new suit, were waiting, attended by their friends, in 
the parlour wo liave descril)ed, for the appearance of 
Harry>^, who bad been unable to get lc.4ve till the (‘vent- 
ful moriiirtg, but had proimscHl to be there in time. ^ 
There is nothing more calculated to throw a gloom " 
over persons assembled for sornelbstive or momentous 
<K*casiou, than the havijig to wait for an expected guest. 
The gossijis as,scinbl(*d in JIrs Martin’s room had met 
with gay’' smiles and pleasant congratulations, but as 
minute after minute stole UAvay, and no Harry Darling 
appeared, the conversation sank into .silence, and the 
comp.'iny looki’d grave and tired, 'j’he c^ount became 
impatient, and urged hi.s lietrothed not to delay longer, 
as circiiuistauces miglit have oianirred to prevent * Mon- 
sioiir Darling’ from leaving bis ship; hut the widow 
^was not to be i)ersuaded. She loved Harry with all 
the warmth of her afl'cetionate nature. She had never 
known him break bis promise ; if he did not come, he 
inust, ‘ she was sure, be ill, or bi' might even have 
fallen* overboard, and could the count think Ikt such 
an inliumari monster as to go to be married while the 
dear child’s fate^Avas doubtful?’ 'The gentleman iritcr- 
ually Avished ‘ the dear eliild’ at the boltom of Spithead, 
but he dared not disputt? the Avill of hivS despotic Avddow, 
and they waited auotlier quarter hf an hour, aa'Iigu, to 
the joy t)f all, the missing Harry sprang across the 
threshold, releavsing the ‘ Avedding guests’ from their 
thnildom TO a namt'less kind of discomfort, and Jiis 
aunt Iroiii Jier nervous fears. • , 

With all speed the party then di'ove off, and pro- 
, eeeded at a brisk pace to the village church ; but even 
as the tall spire, ro.se in sight m1)ovo the leafy elms, the 
clock struck the hour of noon. The bridal party 
exclianged looks : after twidA e, it is not possible to be 
marru*d iu England a\ itbout a special licence. But the 
briile’s attendant sugg(.‘sted that as it could not be 
more than five minutes {ifter tin? time, the rector 
miglft: lx* indl^ced to overlook the rule, and, they 
alighted and entered tlie clyirch.» Oidy'^ the sexton 
Avas vi.sible, in the act of closing the doors.* He told 
them iliat the liev. Mr Bunbury , ^aftef Avaiting for 
tlieiu tiy norm, had just ridden ofi' to attend a clerical 
nxyting at some distance?; but that cA^en had he been • 
at^Jme, k jvould have been quite impossible, for liini 
have pm'formed tlie ceremony after the appointed 
hoLtr, They Avero therefore compelled to return un- 
married, umbHarry rei’oived a, gentle chiding fVorii his 
aunt for the confusion *hc had occasioned, which, Iioav- 
CA^er, he asserted was not his fault, but that of the first 
lieutenant, Avho had detained him. To atone in some 
measure for tlie disappointment to her friends, Mrs 
Martin iyvited theqji allito dine with her at six, and to 
accompany her on a similar expedition on the nlbrrowm, 
The iiivitation was acc^ted, and the count forgot his 

■ ^ ' * 
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(Jiaap^intment oyer a plate of turtle-soup, an(l indulged 
in delightful anticipations' of the ^ext^moruing whi^ 
was to r««der*iiim 

‘ Mohatch 0 ^ all he sun^eyed.* 

Alas, there is many a slip between tKc cup and the 
lip 1 A five minutes too late is no such trifling matter. 
It was oven while wit and champagne w.ere at their 
height, that a knock at the street do(y disturbed the 
jovial company, aiyi was followed by the announco- 
ment of ‘a lady who wished to speakfwith MonsJ^ur 
di Fiorville.’ Mrs Martin, eager please the man 
she delighted to honour, brule the servant usher the 
lady in, and a scene of confusion followed wliich may 
rather be imagined thani described. It -was no less a 
personage th^n the Madame FierAdllc licrself— the true 
and living wife of the deceitful Urver — wdio had at 
length, as she informed tliem, bc'en^uble to dispose 
advantageously of her husinciss as a viodisle, and had 
folUwed Itir husband to ICnghnid, trusting she should 
. find him established, according to his intention, as a 
hairdresser in the g(K)d town of Fortsea* On reju’hing 
his lodgings, however — for she had, after, some ditti- 
^ culty, succeeded in tracing him — she learned from the 
misti’esa of the house that he ha(l taken to himself the 
title of his former master— he had been vatet to Count 

' F , — and an English wife, and she had come to the 

home of the latter to exaf:t justice or revenge. ‘ The 
count’ was no match for his vehement and enraged 
w’ife, and could not deny tin* authenticity of the testi- 
monials of the truth of her statement, which slje pro- 
duced. lie was hurried, at rather uncivil stx^erl, from 
the house by the enraged Harry Darling, and was 
followed thenc^e hy the angry and garrulous Frcnch- 
'womau; while Mrs Martin had a gentle liysteric — 
nothing could greatly disturb the eqiiaiiirnity of her 
temper — and sinking on her nepliew^'s shoulder, mur- 
mured in broken sobs her thanks to rrovideni'e, aud,^ 
under Froddence, to liim, ‘ that from being five mhm^es 
too late she had escaped being made an aceompliee in 
the crime of burglary ! ’ 

*Wc must turn fi’om Mrs Mar</n< 7 — her love pa^segea 
and her blunders — to an inckh ;t in which the words 
of our motto were most pathetically and fatally exem- 
plified — 

* A racment’s putting off has made 
Mischance as heavy as a crime.* 

Tlie actors, or rather .sufferers, of the story wctc a twin 
brother and sister, orphans, and dependent on the l>ouiity 
of a waf kinswoman, wlio, being of the Romish persua- 
sion, had ediicatcfi tlie girl in the doctrines of her own 
faith, although, in compliance with the dying wish of 
hqr widowed sister, the boy w%as suffered to retain that 
of his country and his father. But this difference of 
creeds proved the cause of no diminution of affection 
iMStwecn tlie children, whose love for eacli other equalled 
or surpassed those loves wdiieh Scripture and poetry 
have made immortal. They were ei^er to he seen hand 
in higid ; the one had no pleasure t!i8 other diA not 
partake ; tlieir playthings, books, thoughts, joys, and 
infantine sorrows were shared invariably ; and as the 
boy was eduditet^at home, they were never separated 
till John hati attamed his seventeenth y<iar, when his 
•aunt’s interest procured him a cadetship, and hj was 
obliged to leave Mary in order to join his^-dlgimcnt^ 
India. It was a terrible separation in those days, when ^ 
the sulneoted elements * yoked to man’s iron car ’ fijul 
not, aela ihe present day, nearly ftilflllo4 the modest 
wii# of I^iiyden’s lovers, and 

, . ‘ AumhUateii time and space I * * 

K lidns were heartbroken at the idea of parting j 
ohn eonsoled his sister bji the^romise o{ sending 
soon as he had an Itjdian homejo offer her ; 
pleased ^tbat it might be soon, no matter 


how humble that homo might be I * Aiidriio assented 
to all her wishes, and pledged his word never to miss 
an opportunity of writing to her. 

Letters fi'om the Bast wefe then few and far between ; 
and when received, brought in their very date a painful 
reminder of the time that had elapsed since the beloved 
hand hod traeetj them, and a fear of all that might 
have clianccd since their old news w’’as written. But 
they w ore the chief comfort of Mary Murray — 

* * If h^n seas bStween them broad had rolled,’ 

anS days after the arrival of one, her step would 
fall nilire lightly, and her voice take a happier tone. 
After the departure of licr nephew, Mrs^Jermyn removed 
with lier niece to France. Her means were straitened, 
and she could live more economically on the continent ; 
and there, after the lapse of some few years, she died, 
leaving Mary Murray all her little property, and 
advising licr to join her brother in India as .soon as she 
fonvenionffy could, hut to remain as boarder in a con- 
vent till arrangojiKints to that effect conUl be made. 
The poor girl obeyed the wdshes of her last and only 
friend, and iKJcamc for a time the inmate of a cloister ; 
but her thoughts and wishes all tended to IIk; East, 
and»shc longed for the arrival of her luother’s next ' 
letter — the answer to that in which she liad made him 
aware of her loss, and (»f her wdsli to go to him. The 
mail arrived : lliere was no letter kir l/rr, Init it brought 
nmvs of an cngagciTUjnt in which Joliii Mnrniy'.s n*gi- 
ment had fought hrav'clj^ .and snflered mncli. His name 
was not in the list of killed or wonmled, but he a as- 
reported ‘missing,’ probably a prisom*!* to the enemy, or 
drow'ncd in the river, on the hanks of which tVio cordest 
had taken place. The grief of her, wdio had no oilier tie 
of love in -the w’orld, may l.>t‘ imagined ; it ('oul<l seareely 
he described. Nevertheless she w’as young, and the 
young are generally sanguine. Almost without Ikm- 
being con.scious of it, she still cherished a liope that he 
might he restored to her; hut months rolled on, and 
brought nt tidings. Then it was that, wiek at lu art, 
and weary won of tlio luipe tliat was so eonstantl}^ 
disappointed, her thoughts turned to the cloister as a 
refuge from her lonely sorrow, She liad no oliji'ct of 
interest b^'oiid the w alls ; the nuns w ore kind and good ; 
the duties*of the convent such as she loved to fulfil. 
She took tlio veil, and at tlie eufl of the year's 

novitiate, th0i^iKu.^k. The service of final dedication 
had heguw, when a stranger arrived at the convent 
gate, and requested to see Miss Murray on husiiie.':s 
of imporpince. Ho was desired by the porten‘s.s to 
wait till tlie (-eremony, whicli )»a«l commenced aliout 
five minute.s previously, was ended ; and ignorant of 
the name of the nun who was making her profession, he 
of course consented to tlif* rt^quest. In about an hour's 
time, a young figure?, roRed in black, arul veiled, .stood 
at the grate to ask his hiisines.s witli her. He uttered 
an exeiainatioii of alarm and consteniation whi n he 
perceived Miss MurraJ- in the tlress of a nun. Tlxm 
recovering himself, informed her, as cautiously as- 
his suriirise permitted, tliat he had come from lier 
brother, who had been made prisoner, and was now^ 
restored to IiS regiment, after having endured nnich, 
and metwdth a numlicr of adventures, of which a letter 
he then offered her wmuld giv8 her a full account. It 
ought, he tuikfiowUdged, to have been delivered a day 
or two earlier, but he had been much engaged since his 
I arrs^al in Paris, and had forgotten it till that niornhig, 
when, ashamed and sorry for his neglect, he had pro- 
ceeded at an early liour to the couv(jnt. Mary Murray 
heard him with a |»ale cheek anil quivering lip, and 
as she took the letter fVoimhis liand, mnmmrcd, ‘ You 
came five minutes too late, sir I and to that lost time 
my brother’s happiness and mine have been sacrificed. 

I am jb nun now— as dead to him as if the ^ave had 
closea above me!’ Tlie young messenger was over- 
whelmed with regret as vain as it was agonizing. Miss 
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Murray kjudly endeavouijpd to console him, but on 
horat'lf tlic blow fell tieavily. ’She was never seen to 
sinile from that clay ; and in less than a year after, tho 
nuns of St Agnes follow^ tlieir young sister to the 
gnivo. Most fitly might tho beautiful epitaph in the 
cliurcih of the Santa Croce have been graven benoatli 

the holy sign her tombstone bore i 

• * 
^ Ne la plaignez pas ! Si vous saviez 
Combi en de poines co tombeau I’a epargne !* 

The brother grieved deeply fo^ a wliiJo, 1[)utitho 
stream of tlie world bore him onwards, and its wflftprs 
are tho true Lethe for ordinary and even extraorfinary 
sorrow. He married, and yesars afterwards relj^imed 
to England with his wife and family; and tJien the 
nuanory of his sister Mary returned vividly and pain- 
fully to liis mind, and, as a warning to his children, he 
told them the story of her enduring affection, and of 
the fatal Jive minutes too hie I 
— ^ »- 

CREDTIHLITY OF THE STORY OF HUGH 
OF LINCOLN. 

Thk story of Hugh of Lincoln is vroW known from its 
!)i‘ing the tlK ine of a popular ballad, a version of Arhich 
was published by Percy in his ‘ Ueliquos.’ It reirro- 
senls a Christian bov, nani(*(l Hugh, as inveigled by 
means of an apph^ into tho house of a Jew, and as 
t!u‘r(‘ coiulucted to a secret apartmemt, and put to 
death. It then goes on to rc'latc the anxiety of the 
moll III in seeking for her son, and the miraeviloiis 
('ireiiMe?tiuico of liis detailing the fact and manner of 
lus jnurder from the bottom of a well, into which he | 
ljud l)(?on thrown : — 

* Wieii bells were rung and mass was sung, 

And every lady wcnit hanie ; 

Then ilka lady had her young son, ^ 

lint Lady Helen had nano. 

She rowed her mantle her about, , 

And .sair, sair gan she wecj* ; 

And she ran to the .lew’s/astle, 

When all wore fist asleep. 

“ jMy bonny t-Vir Hugh, m}’^ pretty Sir Hugh, 

I pray thee to me speak * 

“ Oh, lady, run to the deep dr.aw-wcll, 

Gin ye your son wad seek ! ” 

Lady Helen ran to the deep draw-'well,* 

Arid knelt upon her knee — 

“My horniy Sir Hugh, an ye he here, 

1 pray thee speak to me.” 

“ The lead is wondrous heavy, mother, 

I'he well is wondrousjdeep, 

A keen pen-knife sticks in 1113 ’^ heart, 

A word 1 dow'ua speak. 

“ Oae harne, gae hame, my mother dear, 

1 Fetch me my ^iiiding-sneet, ^ 

And at the hack o* merry Lincoln, 

It’s there we tw'a sail meet.” * ^ 

'Hie Fnglisb chronicler, Mcitthow Paijis, relates in 
his History of England tlic story on wliich tlK^ ballad 
is foundt'd with great circiirnstaiUhyity, irfulcr date 
1 ^.’iOj.wliich was during his own lifetime.. He narrates 
how the views of Lincoln stole a Cliristian bciy of eight 
y< ars of age, in order to make h^m the subject a 
inoek crucifixion, by way of burlesquing the Passion of 
our Saviour. He was beaten, fcrmvncxl wiiii thorBS, 
and nailed to a cross, after which thw mode him drink 
gall, and finally put an end to his sufferings by piercing 
liim with a lance. Thereafter baling talcon out the 
intestines, to serve in some magieul rites, they threw 
tho body into a pit. Tim mother traced tlie hoy to the 
house of a particular Jew, where the body was flund. 
Tho Jew was brought before Lord John (rf Lexington, 


and, on promise of his life, confessed the faets as above 
8 |ated. The corpse was meanwhile buried honourably 
in Lincoln cathedral. In conseciuence of tlici accusa- 
tions of the Jew against his brethren, ninety-one were 
seized and conveyed to the Tower of London, where 
eighteen of them were soon after hanged. The accuser 
was himself put to death by order ()f the king. 

There cannot be the slightest doubt tliat this story 
has some foundation in fact. It was verified so fur iu 
1790, by the discovery of the bodjr of Hugh of Lincoln 
in The tomb always pointed out as his in the cathedral. 
Tlfe skeleton of male child, three feet three inches 
long, and with appearances as if the bowels hiid not 
been buried alo.Bg with the body, was there found 
wrapped in lead. The testimony of a contemporary 
historian is powerful evidence. Nor shpuld we over- 
look the deep inn>rcssioii which the tale has made on 
tho public mirJW. It is noticed by every chronicler 
sbgi^ Matthew's time, and has been canonized in a 
beauiatul poem of the fourteentli century, the* ‘Prioress’s 
Talc’ in Chaucer. Not long ago, additional proof of 
the Avide cele>rity of the circumstances was afforded by 
the discovery of an Anglo-Norman ballad relating them 
in the Bibliotlicque Royale of Paris. 

Dr Abraham Hume has recently collected all the 
particular^coiuiected willi thb story, including copies of 
the various ballads, and the arxrounts of the clironiclcrs, 
and lias proceeded to deliberate on the credibility of the 
alleged guilt of tlu^ Jews. Tie argues on the unlike- 
lihood of the Jews introducing a mock crucifixion into 
their old established ritual, and on their having no 
tendency to the use of inagicnl ceremonies. Suppose 
we had lx‘eii ourselves present ut Lincoln when tho 
body of tlie child Avas found. We should have seen 
only an infuriated mob dragging a Jew out of liis bouse 
on su>])icioii of nmrdi'V, and a gentleman subjecting 
him to an irregular trial, in the course of Avhioh the 
jdleged ciiljArit made a monstrous confession, in accord- 
’ance AAith vulgar xu-ejudices, iu order to save his own 
litK Religious antipathy Avent baud iu hand with a 
loA'C of the wealth of tlic Jews, V) cause their being 
.sulrjt;ated to all kinds of oppression and injustice, afid , 
thus there is all possible reason for suspecting that 
this affair of the boy of Lincoln Avas only the taking 
advantage of some trivial casualty to Avreak out xiojau- 
lar vengeance upon tliis unhaxqiy tribe. 

The strongest argument iu favour of this view of 
the story is the fact, that the Joavs of a country now 
in a condition analogous to that of England in tho 
thirteenth ccntuiy were subjected in our own time to 
a scries of viudicqive outrages of tfie same natnire, and 
oil account of charges x>cricctly groundless. ‘In the 
3 ^car ] 8 T(), in consequenco of the sudden disappearance 
of a iiriest called Tliomaso, the ancient prejudice Avas 
revived at Damascus : and before a. inopcr judicial 
examination of the facts could be made, two or three 
rlews, Avho Avoiiid liaA'c been import.iut Avitiiesses in the 
case, were put to death. A severe persecution then 
commenced; tho popular fury Avas excited not only 
there; but in ortu r parts of the Turkish empire and 
a variety of tortures v^ cro inflierted^ wliich are haiApily 
unknown in all the countrieif of modern Christendom. 
In the very same year similar ^cts AverO'*performed at 
Rhodes nne^ tlie intelligent and luSnane throughout 
sdl Euroiie and America were moved by the accoimts. 
Mr* (noAv# Sir) Moses Montefiorc of London was 
^dcJbrmined lo visit the localities, and to procure, if 
po?|ible, a cessation of the sufferings of his pepxJe. 
His bretbron#in this and the neighhouring countries of 
Europe cheerfiiUy deputed to him the expression of 
then' sentiments ; he was also fortified by the authority 
e#id protection of tho British government, and attended 

• Sir Hugh of Lincoln ; or on Examination of a Curious Tradi- 
tion resporiinfj; tho Jo *s, Avlth a Notice of tho Popular Poetry 
Connect^ with it. lly the Rfw. Abraham Hume, LL.u. London 
J. H. Bmith. liA9. Pp. 54. I 
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hy the good wishes of all Chftstian people. Previous 
to Ilia departure, a great meeting was held at the Egyp- 
tian Ilallf London, Arliich Dr Loewe Sonsidcrs “ the 
moat glorious evidence of intelligence and religious 
toleration that is to be met 'with in the annals of man- 
kind.’* On the arrival of Sir Moses^ at Damascus, an 
investigation was made into the eirciimstauccs, the 
result of which was a comphte acquittal of the Jewish 
prisoners. They were liberated on the 2 let of August 
1841. Similar rosuUs took place at Rhddes, the pasha 
of whicli was deijosed.’ • * 

In short, there is no good reason that can bo shdwn 
against our forming the conclusion, that the story 
regarding the death of the boy llug]^ took its rise in 
l)opuhir superstition, and js merely an example of the 
dismal eftec'ts^f ignorance and bigotry in an age when 
law was irregularly administered. 


MVSTERIOUS miEAKlXO 01' A VASL. 

The ingenious Charles Peach, the Cornwall naturalist, 
whose papers at the British Association h^ve often been 
referred to in the journals, is Jiow professionally settled 
at Peterhead in the north of Scotland, where, as formerly, 
he employs his spare time in researches in the lower 
fields of marine life. He lately obtained a gowdie 
(gemmous diagonet), and this, together with a small 
hve-bearded blenny, he put into a large crystal vase, 
which was suspended from the ceiling of his parlour, 
near the window. The fish had done very well for seve- 
ral days, when their life was brought to a close by a 
curious accident. To (juote from a letter of Mr Peach ; 
— ‘ One night, about eleven o’clock, my two girls, my 
two oldest boys, iny wife and myself, were about to go to 
bed, when some odd story which Imd made us laugh in 
Coniw'all w*as recalled to mind, and the recollection so 
tickled us that we all fell again into a hearty laugh. 
The fish, which were of a quiet disposition, and usually 
rested at the bottom, immediately became much excited, 
and we observed them darting furiously backwards and < 
forwards. My son William wont towards the wiridow^to 
see what was the matter, when bang went the vase, and 
doiprn came the fish •and salt water upon the fioqr. A 
•pretty rush it caused amongst us : of course the fish lost 
their lives. When the hustle .ts over, the question 
arose, “ How happened this 1 ” We had eyerv reason to 
believe the vase |>erfectly sound. I believe it wa*? caustMl 
by our laugh being hearty, and all in one note, and that 
the note which the vase would vibrate to; the vase being 
thin, the vibration had been too strong for it. 'fhe fish j 
had evidently been acted on by the jarring of the walls 

of their frail tenement.’ 

• 

PfiEPB I?rrO THE LITEUAltV CHICLES OF I.OXDON. 


The society of the literary world of London is conducted 
after this wise : — There are certain ]>cr8on8, for the most 
part authors, editors, or artists, but with the addition 
of a few who can only pride themselves upon being the 
patrons of literature and art — who hold periodical assem- 
blies of the notables. Some appoint a certain evening 
in every week during the season, a general invitation to 
which is given to the favoured; others arg monthly j and 
others, again, at no regular intervals. At these gatiier- 
ings the amusement ares conversation and music only, 
and the entertainment is uno.stentatiou8 and inexpensive, 
consisting of tea atd coffee, wine or negus, handed about 
in the course of the evening, and sandwiclfcs, cake, and 
' wine at eleven o'clock. Suppers are prohibited by^cfsm- 
mon consent, for costliness would speedily *jfht an ^id I 
to society too agreeable to be sacrificed to fashion. The^ 
company meets usually between eight and nine, find 
always parts at midnight. I believe thatathese are the 
only social circles in London in which inexpensiveness 
of entertainment |s the rule, and hence, perhaps, it is 
that they ^ frequent, the most social, and 

thd most agreeable. At these parties there is always 
ih and singular coni^regation of characters. 

focugnised test of adimssioB is talent If any 
^^inarkablc for any tllent, no mitter what his 




station in life, bore he welg)nio. The ques^^on always 
asked in the literary circles of Loidon is not, as in other 
circles, * What is he I* but ‘ Who is he P Authors, artists, 
editors, musicians, 8cientific|. men, actors, and singers, 
male and female, are grouped together indiscriminately ; 
and peqrs, baronets, knights, lawyers, doctors, booksellers, 
uprin^rs — rprovided they possess this qualification of being 
Siuthors, artists, or musicians, or bo renowned as the 
patrons of literature, art, or music — hero meet together 
in^temporary Social equality, but regulated by so much 
goqj seiACyMhat it Abes not lead to familiarity elsewhere.' 
ThJ rooms in which these assemblies are held vary in 
sizb a^l splendour, fmm the vast and magnificent saloons 
of the nobleman, to the plain and humble drawing-rooiit 
of an hiifashionable street. But both are enjoyed equally, 
nor docs there appear to be a preference. 1 have seen 
the modest residence of 1^1 rs Loudon in I'orchcster 
Terrace tilled with persons as famous as are to bo found 
in the mansion of Sir T. N. Talfourd in Russell Square. 
The truth is, that the visitors of this class go to see and 
seen, to*talk and be talked to ; fi>r the pleasure of 
meeting persoTjsi, and not for show, or to eat and drbtk, 
as at the ‘ball and supper’ which is the established 
formula of entertainment with the other circles of lyondon 
society. But other objects of interest are not omitted. 
Therg is always good music, vocal ai»d instrumental, 
because some of the distinguished vocalists of the time 
are always among the assoinbly, and alw'ays ready to 
assist in the mutual entertainment. Artists are invited 
to brii»g their portfolios with them ; the newest books, 
engravings, ami illustrated works lie upon the tables. (Jf 
conversation there is* no lack. Among the hnUitues of 
this society there are some eminent talkers, who always 
gather round them a knot of attentive listeners ; and if 
the rooms are large, you will see several of these circles 
dotted about, each irnlicatiug some personage of note for 
its centre . — Thv Critic. 


I ‘ Nt:VKIl C0M1« TJIE BEArTIlTL AGAIN !’ 

I -'Vide * HnrrWrationf,' Part I'iriit. 

• HY BALDER CAMPUELL. 

On ! the cruel words tha| have been spoken — 

* Never comes the beautiful again !* 

Credit i»ot the saying: still unbroken 
Is the ple(%e which nature’s tongue hath spoken 
With an earnest eloquence to men. 

Beauty ne’er d^jlrteth ! Beauty dwellctli 
Wherever loveful eyes look out for her — 

'Where the woods glisten and the wild deer bclleth, 
Where mystic echo ’mid hill-grottos dw'elleth, 

irhere rills rush through deep glens, her footsteps stir. 
Where gem -like stars are sparkling in the heavens, 

And fragrant flowers arc springing from the earth*— 
Where sunny morns are bsight, and golden evens 
Shed many -tinted clouds #erosB the heavens, 

Beauty, in changeful glory, wanders forth ! 

W’^here sea-i'waves, to the summer sunslune daiming, 
Receive white-pin ion#d birds U^on their breast — , 

Or Miere mad tempest, o’er the deep advancing, 

Ushers forked lightning, that in rapid dancing 
CuHs, snake-like, o’er each tumbling billow ’s crest ; 

Where genius^ookoth forth, with high endenvour,' 

From rngntal casements on the peopled world, 

Beauty may aye he seen — * R joy for ever’ — 

To him who stseks her with a high endeavour, 

Love’s Ipyal banners in his hand unfurleiT.* 

Met may shut out thB bright and glorious vision 
By hatq^ul arts and ictioiis, and the sway 
OAhoughts unnatural; but no hard decisiofi 
Of minds penurious #oU us of the vision 
Which beisuty s^eds across her lorer#* way ! 
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MATRIMONY MADE EASY. 

"I’ln-. prison t is an ngc of true wonders, qjid for that 
reason it is likewise aiuage of impudent deceptions: it 
is an ajxe of extraordinary knowledge, and therefore of 
ma rvel ions ignorance : an age of daring sc(‘pticism, and 
! conseqiu'ntly of l)lind credulity. Notliing is too dilii- 
I cult for ingenuity to aecoinplfeh ; and hollow pr!?teii- 
i sioii may therefore go as for as it pleases. If the once 
i famous seveii-league hoots toil after ns in vain upon 
tlie road ; if w(^ in l^dinhurgli converse this evening 
I witli a friend in l/ondon, and, in compliance with tiis 
invitation, go and breakfast with liim to-morrow inorn- 
I ing i!! riccawlilly — why not trust in the cars that hear 
I the grass grow, or in any of the other marvels of what, 
in tile days of our youtliful inexperience, ive called 
roinanee? The true and the false are so much jumbled 
togetlier, and n'seuible caeh other so closely, that it is I 
I no wonder we cannot tell the dilierence. If ont pro- 
I fi s.-oi' of the healing art is able to amputate a limb 
! without c.'iusing the slightest pain, are ive tc^ disbelieve 
! another wdio pretends merely to dissolve a bunion on 
the foot f'>r*thirtocnpcncc-halfp**nny ? 

Allliongh inipossiliilities, however, have become com- 
monphue facts, and notliing remains ridiculous but 
ridicule, there are. some pretensions which >vould pmzzle 
a modi ri) owl ; ami one of these ivc shall now take tin* 
i liherly ol“ examining, more especia’ly since a brother 
: foniributur was disappointed on a former occasion in 
uhiaiiiing the advertised recij>e.'*' "We are not to he 
moved from the performance of tliis duty by the fact — 
ultliough w't!; mention it here as a matter of justice — 
that the profc.ssor in question (they are all professors) 
has liberally dropped the odd* half^|)enny, and charges 
nb'^jprc than Jthirteenix^iice — which is twopence lefi 
than Sir Jdhn Falstall ’s share in th(‘ rol)lx*ry committed 
hy Pistol. Giving liinxfdue cre(Ut for this moderation, 
u’o proceed to say that our professor's arcauuni is 
desc'nl)ed in the lieiiding of liis advertisement — ^ 

MAI UIMONV MAOn EASY, OR IlOW TO Wyj A LOVKII ; 

and that this is no presuming title for an annouuee- 
ment which promises, liir the moderjjte suih we have 
meiitwiiied, ^ihiin directions to enable ladies or gentle- 
men to will the devoted aflections of as many of the 
i)j»])osite sex as their hearts may de.sirc.’ might be 
supposed that there is something Bluebeai^dish and 
uuconsciona'lile in this offer ; but wc must recollec^t tlTat 
a recipe, if worth, anything, does n3t lose its virtue for 
being once nsed. The same proces# whicli acts upon 
one set of ilevoted aflections w'ill of course serve for any 
numlier of scores or tliousands that may bt> coveted hy 

Jt* Sec ‘ A Lost Brcnch of Uon^donco,’ in No. mp. 


the liberal heai^ which has parted with thirteenpence 
fbjyhc purpijse. 

of the process, we are told that it is pcrff^tly simple, 
but captivating and enthralling to a remarkable de- 
gree. * Uiidei* its influence anybody and everybody 
may be married ‘ irrespective of age, appearance, or 
position’ — that is, however old, ugly, poor, or mciui ; 
they may be married too, i^ they so will, even to the 
most ticklb or cold-hearted; ‘and last, though not 
li‘ast,* the process may he gone through ‘ with such 
ease and delicacy that detection is iinpossihle.' Setting 
the science of tlic thing aside, there can bo nothing, we 
think, more finely poetical tlniii this conception ; and 
ciTtainly nothing more consolatory to tliafc sensitive 
timidity which shrinks from aiming at the love it 
would die to obtain. How many men there be, how 
many women, wlio carry with them tlirongh years a 
secret i>refen‘iiee, which is tlie one fact in their his- 
tory, and which is buried with them in their grave ! If 
•these men, if these w'omen, could only come Ijy such a 
thirteen - penny w orth ! Many, too, feel an attraction 
that might seem magical for an utter stranger. They 
faiiC 3 "- tliey recognise features their eyes never loolfoil | 
upon iji this world before ; and they take refuge from j 
the thrilling uncertainties that haunt them in the j 
dream of a former state of existence w liich has trans- 
mitted ite sympatliies, and even its shadowj’’ memories 
to the present. These anonymous phantoms have been 
alluded to by a poet, but more in their material than 
ps^'ehulogical character : — 

• 

‘ One of those forma that flit by us when we ■ 

Are young, and fix our eyes on every face ; 

And oh ! the lovelinesB at times we see, 

The momentary gliding, the soft grace. 

The youth, the bloom, the beauty, which agree 
In many a nitmeless being we retrace, 

Whose course ami home w^e know not, nor shall know— 

Like the lost Pleiad, seen no more below !’ 

* ■ * 

Now, if we could oiiK^ follow siyh shapes to Their 
sublunar}’' abode — if w'c eoifld onlv^ aw'akcfi in their 
bosom the s^uupathy that burns in pursuit w^c could 
tuily m>^kc /ho recognition mutual, and nnew tlie 
iiilvrcommunion which has perhaps been suspended 
i^fori a thotlMind j^ears — would not that be wortli 
thirteenpence ? 

itut how^ Jo realise an object like tliis? Speak, 
diunb professor ! and 

* A round unvarnished tale deliver 
?)f your whole course of love : what drugs, what charms. 
What conjuration, and what mighty magic’ 

you emi^oy ,to bring about such admirable rt/iilts 
I Or is it not more jiroSable that our profes.sor is a 
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philosopher whij works * iip(^ the mind through its 
every-day feedings, and is only dififerent from ot^r 
men hy the art with wliich he employs Isommon agents 
to bring about a n^rv^lous object? Is it not to him- 
the father of Hermia speaks ? — 

f Thou* thou, Lysander, thou hast given her rhymes^ * 
And interchanged Jove-tokens witli my child : 

Thou hast by moonlight at her window sung, 

With feigning voice, verses of feigning love j 

And stolen the ^4jpression of her fan^y 

With bracelets of thy hair, rings, ^auds, conceits,# 
Knacks, trifles, nosegays, sweetmeats — mebengers 

Of strong prevailrnent in unhardeimd youth ! * 

IVe feel, however, thatfwe arc perhaps trifling with 
hearts which* cannot bear siicli rough handling— that 
we are sending through the entire cc^muiiity a thrill 
of expectation wliich it is our destiny to disappoint. 
Let us say, then, without tampering further with so 
delicate a subject, that the Prolessor of Matrimony is 

But stay : we shall first niention«what he does. 

He does not furnish a love-powder, or a talisman, or a 
perfume, or a sal^ e, or a potion, or a phial of vaiiour, 
or a sealed packet of electricity. All he gives for your 
money is two superficial inches of pamphlet* containing 
little more than one of our columns of letter-press j and 
worth, therefore, in vulgar money, tVie fractional pwt 
of a farthing. And in this jiamphlet, we are ashamed 
to sa)', there is nothing mysterious, nothing magical, 
nothing even poetical. Here is a j»ortion of the pro- 
logue Generally speaking, both sexes arc desirous 

of entering the matrimonial state ; but, considering the 
hundreds of thousands who wear out a lonely and 
miserable existence as old maids and bachelors, it 
becomes quite evident that there is sometliing wrong 
in the existing state of society which debars so many 
respectable persons from marital felicity; and the* 
cause, as well ns tbo remedy, for all these disax»poibt- 
inents I undertake to point out. It appears to me 
tliat b(.)th ladies and gentlemen seal their own misery 
by an <)V(;rdiie deference to the cold formalities of 
society, and sacrifice their prospects of happiness, as 
well as usefulness, in a social point of view', at the 
shrine of etiquette.' 

■\\Tiat, then, docs the professor propose? ’That we 
should all ask one anotlier without ccreinuuy? That 
w'c should institute a j>erj;>etual leap year, available 
in its privileges both for men and women ? No 
such thjng: he offers to do all the courting himself 
for tile entire bachelorhood and spinsierliootl of the 
nation, tmd to manage the ])roce88 in such a ^ style 
of fascination’ that ‘none can resi.st its influence!’ 
His theory is, that evciiydiody wants to lie marriefl, 
and that nothing more is requisite than an intro- 
duction. This intro<luction he proposes to obtain 
by advertisement, if .specially niquested ; but in most 
cases it will be unnecessary to ha^'e recourse to such 
an expedient, he having begun bu-sincss with rf very 
larg# stock of ladies and gentlemen on hand. From 
his omission, however, tf) say wdiy he does not marry 
these ladies and gentlemen to one another, and likewise 
to declare, in ah exposition which pryfesses to be 
. candour itself, by what means he proposes to procure 
husbands and wives for age, ugliness, j)§vert^, and 
vulgarity of station, gives one a sort of qualm a8*h# 
reads, and almost induces a suspicion that idle profoEsor 
is — saving your sentimentality — a humbiig • 

, Beyond the advertisement, however, there is notliing 
new in the j)laa ; and neither is there anything flagitious 
in it, if we except, the ‘Captivating and enthrallini^* 
on false pretexts of an unlimited number of tliirteen- 
p^ces. A matrimonial agency is no novelty even in 
^JSiyand.. It is just such a s^enA as woulif naturaliy 
' ,p!w|ent itself to the imaginatifris of a pj€ad, reserv^^ 

• * • J 

and yet impassioned peopje ; just such ^ scheme ns 
would be fi^n upon by them t(| soothe 

‘The nympholepsy of some fond despair;’ 

and yet just such a scheme as in practice they would 
turn 1 ^ 5 ^ with a sensitive flush. Yes ; a matrimonial 
agepey is wanted, but it wo^ do in England ; and the 
‘ reason it wont A) is, that it 11 wanted. The same pride 
and reserve that make it a desideratum in theory, are 
f%tal to its succcM in experiment. 

iThe fla^e is diflfCTcnt in France, and so are the social 
cl^aracter and manners of the people. In good society 
therdl^when a love-match takes place at all, it is tlic 
resulf of some comparatively rare coincidence. The 
choice of tlic parents and that of the young people 
happen to coincide : and if it tuniod out otherwise, in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the lady would 
3 *ield to duty— which in this instance, as in numerous 
others, means custom. In the hundredtli ease — that of 
disobedient — the misconduct of the daughter would 
not only be looked ujxin by» her acquaintances ns * 
unfilial, but indelicate ; and it is not uncommon for a 
Frenchwoman to boast, that although, if loft to lier 
own inclinations, she would liave made quite a difll'- 
rent^choice, still she had been too w'cll l)roiight up to 
refuse the happy niauiier friends recommended. In 
the midst of rnarrisiges like these, in wliicli Love, liow - 
ever welcome he may be. merely drops in accidimtally 
when ho comes at all, it is not suriirising to find the 
Ifrench Hymen opening a sTioj) upon the Boulevards 
for providing husbands and w ives to order. There is 
in Paris at least one great establishmcmt of the kind, 
w'here candidates for matrimonial honours may cf>m- 
pare their qufdifications with those of numerous others 
of the opposite sex — all registered in a business- 
like way — and make their election accordingly. We 
do not know' wlielhor the agents peribrm their spirit- 
ing ift such a ‘style of fascination ’ that tlu* result is 
always fortunate ; but at ajiyrate, if disappointcil in 
one quarhp*, tbo aspirant may have recjourso to another ; 
juid at hist, no doubt, a true adjustment of (‘laims and 
qualifications takes pl;jce, and lus iK'rsevcraoce is re- 
warded. The whole phui, in fact, is fonndtxi on the 
approximation to equality' in the numbers of the two 
sexes, and on that sympathetic relationship between 
them which is decdai«d in the philosophical saying - 

Fon RVICRV Bll-tV lOCKBV TflKRK ISAS SILLY A JKN.SY. 

A matnmonial agency is likowdse well adapted to 
the French character, from the remnrkalile gravity r»f 
the i>eople. We do not speak at random. Gravity, or 
the power of kcx’ping one’s countenance, is a striking 
cliaracteristic of the French. An KiigUshman is set, 
into a roar l»y the tho«sand ordinary circumstances 
of life which a Frenchman views with irnpiTturbuble 
decorum. Compare, for instance, the inhuman ccstacies 
into which the former is throwm by the spt'ctacle of an 
honest man chasing lis hat oit a windy day, witii the 
p]«;id satisfaction with which the. latter looks on at 
tl|| same escax>ade. Who does not feel that in Loudon 
the matrimonial office w'ould be snrroundiHl by a 
crowd of curious st)ectators, who would hail the 
entrance and exit of BU])po8cd candidates with chcer.s, 
jU)e8, and^augbl|}r ? In Paris-t-we speak by the card — 
that would the least-noticed port of the streoi : the 

passers-by, even of the lowest classes, ^ould refrain 
fro|i turning their heads; and it would not be till 
they wer9 some doon^ beyond that n silent twipkle of 
tlk3 eye,^)r at most a quiet smile, would show tl^at 
they were not ii^nsible to the associations of the 
spot. In ][^ndon, agaiiL the dM^diclato would have 
a strong misgiflng tlmi he was doing something 
ridiculous. On reaching the agent’s cimneery with 
the name, he would, like the Accusing Spirit, blush 
as Mb gave it in; and he would fla his eyes with 
jealous aeruUny ppon tlie Becording Angel as he wrote 

' a 


it down, tVinking that hei^jnust be laughJlng at himi^ 
his sleeve. This fUnAionary, pn his part, would betray 
his consciousness of the suspicion being only natural 
by the pains he would talie to dispel it ; and the result 
of the interview might possibly be, that the thirteen- 
pence just within his grasp would be ravish#! away 
trom it, himself playing to the enc^ the part ctf thrt 
recorder of Uncle Toby’s transgressibn, who ‘ droppea 
a tear upon the word, and blotted it out for ever.’ In 
I’aris there would be neither thej^uspicipn^nor *hc 
retility of ridicule. The fair customer would entei*the 
marriage shop with that inelFable air of business \^ich 
a Frenchwoman has in all her transactions ; anilrtiaving 
finished the affair for tlie time — receiving with graceful 
acknowledgments any conipliracntary politeness that 
might ])e elicited by the (xicasion — she would emerge 
into tli(‘ street, looking round her with the aspect of 
one Avho has gone through a great duty with tact, 
judgiiu nt, and d(‘cision. 

I'lie suecess \vhi<di is said to have attenfled our 
fV'ssor’s H[)e(ailation is not the success of a inatrimonial 
agt;nt, but merely of an advertising cheat. The credu- 
lity Avhich could swallow so palpable a bait is, as wc 
have remarked, a distinguishing characteristic of this 
age of Avonders. The mysterituis and unknown, frhich 
in our own time have giA' 0 ]i fortli so many admirable 
things, are an inexlianstihlo mine for the charlatan and 
imjAostor. A^erv ret^ently a gentleman, for the purpose 
of deciding It bet, inserted a single advertisement in 
the .firnes, offering, in return for Imlf a giiiiicfi, to s*end 
the ap pi leant a recipe for the cure of pimples and 
diseob rations on the face. This single advertisement 
prcKluced forty half giJiueas (whicli were handed to a 
mcilical charity), and the lucky patients received in 
ndurn a fcjrnmla from a medical Ixxdc knoAvii to all 
practitioners. Tlie same success, and for the same 
reason, atU'nds CA’cry well-advertised (puu^k medicine. 
'Die iMir(di!isers are aAvare that the composition efr such 
dings must he known to all (dicmists avIio think it 
worth their while to analyse them ; and they are aAA'arc 
tlnit if tliey really possessed the konderful properties 
(dainiKi for them, the Avhole •medical IkkIv Avouhl be 
comtK'ting for tlieir possession. Hut such considerations 
l>ave no weight with determined credulity. Tlie edu- 
cated doct()rs do not proi)Otfo to Avork miPacles Avdth 
their drugs; and the quack dcK’tor's AA-^ord, therefore, 
like tliat of his brother in mystery the Ghost, is taken 
‘ fur a thousand pound.’ , 

I’ O 10 T S L A U II E A T E. 

SoMJ-: imcorlaiuty still appears to prevail ns to the 
precise origin of tlie designation ‘INx*! Laureate,’ as 
apiiHed to an oflleer in the ^lousehold of the English 
monarchs. Tlicre is not, lfoA\'ever, any reasonable j 
doubt that. Avlint may he said to constitute the essence 
of tlie appointment — p,iiyinctit.s j^n money and wine for 
e.'ctolling the deeds and virtues of royalty — dates froiin at 
lea.^t as far hack as the reign of Henry HI., or that the 
primary title of the gentleman so retained and honoureil 
was that of Versifleator Kegis, or kiiig's>Anwsifier. Mr 
Gifford, indetHl, tells ua in Ins preface to Ih'n Jonsoivs 
AA orks, that till the }i«tent of Clmiles ’conferring 
upoir^.tli 4 t^uthor an annual p(»i8ion of one hundrcil 
jKJUuds auda tierce of Canary wine, there hail been no 
regular appointment of a court laureate. ‘Hithyto,’^ 
he observes, * the laurel appeari^ to have been a. mere 
title tulopted at pleasure by those who wertf employed 
to write for the ooiut, but confining no privileges, 
004 establishing Oitiilaim t(\a salary.’ Tliere is a mis- 
statement of fact and a confusion if inference in this 
passage, surprising from so well-informed and m ute a 
writer. Tlie title, P<K*ta Laureatus, had a precise sig- 
niffoation and a distinct origin, although not alv^nys a 
loyal ostc, and could not with any pn^riety have been 




assumed by any persol ‘ employed W^writo ‘ for the 
<|ourt.' That the parents were not ^ made with the 
perfect exactitude wliich in these days niarliS disburse- 
ments fropi tlie Queen’s £xcl%equi»r, is true enough,^ not 
only wiUi regard to tliis particular office, but every 
other in the earlier royal households; but that the 
salaries of the king’s versifiers were from time to time 
ordered to be regularly paid, there can he no question. 
A few words, before attempting to thread our AA^ay 
through the liaze wliich shrouds ^e authors whom the 
Plantjigencts *md Tudors delighcbd to honour, upon 
tl'jfe signification af the term ‘ Laureate,’ as applied to 
poets, versifiers, or rhetoricians, may he acceptable, 
and will place matter in a sufficiently clear light. 

Mr Thomas Warton, a -lomparatively modern lau- 
reate, and the historian of an art for wlvcli he himself 
possessed but slight faculty or poAver, is at iiains to 
sltw^ tiiat students at the English universities, Oxford 
csfjfepUy, Avho graduated in grammar, Avhich included 
rhetoric and versification, AA^ere croAvned AA^th a wreath 
of laurel, and that the king’s laureate aa'us at first 
simply ‘ a gi^cluated rhetorician in the serAuco of the 
court.’ The examples wdiidi he gives sufficiently 
prove, hcAA'CA'cr, that a faculty for poetry, or rather 
that whicli at the time passed for it at tlie iiniv'ersities, 
AA'as genoa-ally essimtial td the acquirement of tlie 
‘hays.’ Ill 1170, ,Iohn Watson, a .student in grammar, 
W'as awarded tlio Avreath on condition of writing one 
hundrcfl Latin verses in praise of the university, or a 
Latin comedy. liichard Smyth and Maurice Byrche- 
shsAA*^ AA'ore also ‘crowned,’ after each liad composed one 
hundred Latin h(‘xanictcrs to the glory of Oxford. An 
additional stipulation Avitli IlyrcheshaAv was, tliat neither 
Ovid’s ‘Art of Love’ nor the elegies of Pamphilus should 
be studied in his auditory. Otlier instances could be 
easily adduced ; and there is, besiiles, no question that 
tlie custom of croAvning successful graduates aa'Os much 
more common in the universities of Fram;e and Ger- 
many than in those of England. The formula used 
tlie ehan(!c*llors of the iiniversity of Strasbourg on 
these otuaisions is ver}' emphatic: — ‘I create you, 
placed in a idiair of state, crowned with laurel llncl 
iA'y, and Avearing a ring of gold, and the same do pro- 
nouru'C poet.s lauVeate, in the name of the Fatlier, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ Tlie croAvning of 
IVtrareh in 1311, luid of Tasso in 1504, by the senate 
of Koine, Avill at once recur to the reader’s mind, and 
Avill, in conjunction with Avhat has been previously 
stated, justily the conclusion that the ‘laurel’ could 
not. as Mr Gifiord pretends, be assumed at pleasure 
before the reign of Charles 1. ; and that a Atirf^ffer in 
the service of the early English kings, if not ‘croAviied’ 
by the soA'ereign, OAved liis title, of laureate to having 
received the wreath from some oilier eompetent autho- 
rity. In course of time custom gave the title, as of 
course, to the jiorson nominated to the office by the 
monarch ; hut originally there can be little doubt that 
unless duly ‘ laurelled,’ the king’s versifier Avas simply 
‘ Versificator Kegis.' This explanation reconciles many 
apparent conti^adictions in the notices scattere(\ here 
and there with regard to tjie a«#ual holders of th(‘ 
royal laureatoship. 

llie first king’s poet or versifier, Avhd is knowm to 
have he^n pnid a yearly salary from the royal exchequer 
wqs one Henry de Avranches. He lived in the reign 
ofjdenry*l|I., and by precepts, dated 1241) and 1251, 
the king’s treasurer aauis ordered to pay the said Master 
HAiry one hundred shillings yearly. Tliere AA^ere, 
however, previous recognised adulators of the English 
monarchs : one Walo iianegyrised Henry I. ; and Easton, 
whom Bale styles ‘Laureatus apud Oxoniensis,’ did 
Ihe same for llicimnl I.’s crusade ; but the essenliality 
of a court laureatesliip — that of a fixed income paid 
for the |xprc8s piypose of having the king’s praises 
duly chanteilj^in prose o;i verso — is first strictly provabk?^ 
ill the case of Henry Vie Avranches. Tlie butt of 


116 


CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. • 


Canary wine aleo have haf! its origin in this reign, 
altliough the gift in this iiistarfco wa^ conferred o#i 
* Richard, Hhe royal harper,* to whom his majesty 
ordered * a pipe of wine and forty shillings’ to be given. 
Beatrice, the harper’s wife— ^ ‘ Jongleresse,* or ^ gong- 
Icresse,’ who, it is conjectured, accompanied her hus- 
band’s harping by pantomimic action — was also ordered 
a pipe of wine, but no money. Henry de Avranches, 
w^c find, had the misfortune, in some of his productions, 
to wound the deli<^e susceptibilities of the Cornish 
people, by imputing to tlicm roughnesrf and rusticUy 
‘of manners. This was felt to be altogether propostermis 
and abominable ; and a native of the calumniated county 
— one Michael Blaiinpayne, w ho, if we may judge by 
the scrap of Latinity left m, had as rough and fluent u 
tongue as suck a servi<‘e. could require — was employed 
to return the insult in kind. The retaUatory verses — 
recited before Hugh, abbot of 'Westinnister, Hugh de 
Mortimer, official of the archbishop of Canterbury, tl»e 
bishop eleef of Winohester, and tlie bishop of K<K!bester 
-contain a charming description of the corjKirality of 
the first salaried king’s poet. Master Henry de 
Avranches is therein declared to have the leg of a 
goat, the thigh of a. sparrow, tlie side of a bfiar, the 
nose of a wlielp (tlie pug Variety is perhaps meant), 
the tooth and cheek of a mule, tlie foreliead^of a hog, 
and the head of a bull, .'ind, inoreorer, to be all ov(*r of 
the colour of a Moor. History is silent with resiK'ct 
to the continuators of the loyal line of jHiets until we 
arrive at tlie reign of Kdward IV., wdien? we alight 
upon the name of one John Kay, tlie author of a prose 
tninslation of a Latin poem on the siege of Kluales. 
John Kfl-y, in his address to the king, subseiibes him- 
self Miys humble poete laureate.’ This i.s the first 
instance in which the name of pwt laureate is known 
to have been used by tlie king’s > ersifier.s. 

A few retrospective words wdll here he necessary with 
respect to Chaucer, who lived, we "wish we could say 
flourished, in the previous reigns of Edwiird III., liichard 
I II., and Henry IV., inasmuch as it is sometimes a.sserted 
I that the father of English poetry w as one of the near 
suebessors to the title and honours of Henry dc Avran- 
ches. The facts wiiich Iiave given i faint colour to this 
assumption are these; — In Edward’s reign, and during 
the life of his patron, John of Gaunt, Chaucer was 
allowed a pitcher of wine pr*r d.\vfrom the king’s stores. 
He fell subsequently, a.s w'c all know', from liis attacli- 
ment to the Lancastcrian cause, into iieril and disgrace ; 
and this moderate dolium was stopped. Kichard ap- 
pears to liave relented, as we find he was allow'cd 


a yearly tun of wne. Hoiiry I V. (Bolingbroke) con- 
tinued thi.s donation, and added forty marks yearly. 
In neither of the ‘doequets’ or ‘iirecepts’ ordering 
these gifts is there a syllabic that affords any ground 
for supposing that they were to be paid for in lau- 
datory odes or addresses. Then there is the iiositive 
testimony of Skelton •> and it is, moreover, idle to 
assume, that a poet who receives tlio bounty of a 
monarch must necessarily be a *poet laureate’ in the 
conveptional use of the term. Were*this so, there 
would be many lauceates in the present day besides 
Alfred Tennyson. Mr ftoiithey, to lx; sure, in his 
natural anxiefy g<?in tlie list of questionable cele- 
brities with a great name, claims, in kis ^4^^annen 
Triutnphale’ (1814), that of Edmund Sjienacr for #io 
better reason — * • ^ 

‘ In happy hour doth he receive ^ 
The laurel, meed of famous bards of yore. 

Which Dryden and ^vincr Spenser oore.* 

quite true that Queen Elizabeth bestowed a 
oC fifty pounds a year upon the author of th# 
Queen hut the {latent (1500) which anthurisiHl 
atit contains not a syllable ‘jbout the Jaureate- 
moreover, in Spenser’s tiiue^ w& appro- 
yfitW by two very di#.Tent perrons— Charles 


Edw'ards and Samuel Danssl. Neither tli© name of 
GcoffVey Chaucer nor that of Edmund Spenser has, 
wc may be satisfied, the slightest claim to be placed 
in the list of laureates. # 

Reverting to the x>artially-asccrtaincd order of suc- 
cession following Edw'ard IV.’s John Kay, one Andrew 
^Bernard, an Augustine monk, was, we find, Henry 
Vn.’s laureate. Tlis salary was at first a very meagre 
one — only ‘ ten marks a year, till he can obtain some- 
thitig better.* Tlv he eagerly did, being appointed 
preceptor and historiographer to Prince Henry, lie 
wTole^n address on the marriage of the king’s daugh- 
ter, another to Henry VIII. on his auspicious tenth 
year, another on his thirteenth year, and a iiew-yeiii’s 
gift for 1515. 

Next on tlie roll comes John Skelton. Ho was 
rector of Diss in Norfolk, and appears t«) have been of 
somew'hat doubtful morality. He got himself into 
trouble by ‘buffooneries’ in the pul[)it, and writing 
satirical brtfiads against the mendicants. Eor these 
vagaries, and also, it was said, ‘for having been guilty 
of certain crimes, (is most poets o/t,’ Nykke, bishop of 
Norwdcli, rebuked and finally .suspended him. Th(? 
alleged crimes (‘ttfisistcd, according to Delafield, in his 
beingi married ; l^’iiUer says, in koe])iMg a coiicuhine. 
The laureate’s saucy v'it was after wanis levelled at 
Cardinal Wolsey ; and the unfortunate rbymster, hotly 
pursued by the great man’s retainers, w iis oliliged to 
run for it. Jaickily, he succeeded in reacifing Westmin- 
ster Ablx‘ 3 ', where the abbot, Islip, affordtid him sanc- 
tuary and kind treatment till his death. He w as buried 
in the adjoining, eliurch of St Margaret’s. 

Richard Edw^ards, a native of Somersetshire, came 
after Skelton. He is statwl in the patents to have, been 
‘ Laureate Poet, I’lav er, Musician, and Bullboii,’ to the 
queens Mary and lUizabeth ; and lie w as, there is no 
question, the delight of those monarchs’ courts and 
ladies of honour. He is the w riter of *The Paradise of 
llaiiity Devices.’ 

TJie nexUof tlie ‘ famous bards of yore.’ as Mr Soutlu y 
styles tliein, was f^amuel Daniel. ’This gentleman 
appears to have been equal to the salary taiiy, the 
laureate work having bf*en done by Ben doiison— not, 
liow'over, without rewuird. This latter is the first erni' 
nent narmf on the list; hut the fiunc of its possessor 
is tuniisluHi, not h^htened, by tlie court flatterii’S he 
strung together. « diaries I., ivliiKst Daniel still lived 
(16.30), with much kindly con.sideratioii lor the then 
aged and ailing man, granttMi him .an annuity of one 
hundred pound.s, and a tierce of Canary wine uuniially. 
This patent it was which ^Ir Gifford, in his anxiety 
to diseounect Jonson from i>reeeding kings’ XHX'tH, 
regards as the first creation of a regular ortliodox lau- 
reate. Tlie jiosition is Clearly untenabh?. Had Mr 
Gifford said tliat JuiisoiP was tlie first tolerably w'ell- 
paid laureate, he w ould have Ixxm muc# nearer the 
tnith. Daniel waw so aimo}^^! at the affront, as lie 
construed it, put upon*hini, tluft luj at once withdrew 
froifi court, and soon afterw^ards died, it was sai<l, of 
chagrin. His rival and successor did not long survive 
him. 

‘Rare Ben fonson* was succeeded by D’Avenant, the 
scandal-remitcd son of SShakspeore, and certainly a fierci* 
royalist, and patigitec of the Huke’s Theatre, in Lin- 
coln’s Inn. He attempU*fl a revival oj^ tbeaffieals 
during the reign of the I’uritans, and only escax>ed tlie 
^vcn|»anco of the fanatics of the period through tlie 
kindly intervention qf Milton. His reputation w'as 
much higher as a player than as a lioet — a distinction 
which does not neaf^ssarily supposes very exalted his- 
trionic talenk as * Gondibirt,’ a kind of domestic epic, 
and the least fbrgdlten of his pieces, ftilly testifies. 

D’Avenant died in 1608, and on the I8th 6f August 
1670 John Dryden was invested with the court laurel. 
Beinff also royal historiographer, his income from the 
two offices reached tw'o Imndred a year, bcslde;i the 
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‘ Canary.* iTlie patent setofortli that the lauroateship 
was bestowed on ‘ Jolm Dryden, M. A., in consideration 
of his many acceptable services theretofore done to his 
present majesty, and for an observation of his learning 
and eminent abilities, and his great skill and elegant 
stylo, bptli in verse and prose.* Servility to worldly 
greatness was Dryden’s strongly-marked characteristic ; j 
but the lievolution overthrew the cllief altars before 
which he had burned sucli lavisli incense, dispossessed 
him of his offices, and turned his (gfcnius to ^lanlifcr, 
liealthier tlienies. • 

The next laureate was Nahum Tate, of whom ft* is 
enough to say tliat he assisted his two immedkilKe pre- 
decessors in maltreating Sliakspeare. Howe, ^lintly 
known in these days as tlie author of the ‘Fair 
renitent,’ and one or two similar dramas, suticeeded 
to Tate; and Howe in his turn yielded tlie laurel to 
the Heverend Laurence Eusden. lie, in his turn, 
shuffled oir tlie stage ; wlieu entered Colley Cibber, 
tlie hero of tlie ‘ Dunciad,’ and a persdhage whose 
name, from various causes, seems more intimately 
associated with the lauroateshix) tliaii any other. 
Cibber’s ‘ Odes,’ like Ids plays, are thoroughly unread- 
able; and yet the discriminating ‘Town’ considered 
him for some time to be a very pretty fellow the 
dramatic line. So suldimely, stolidly unconscious was 
Cibber himself of his own incapacity, that the sharp 
arrows of Hope's stinging sarcasm had no more eflect 
on him tlian needle-points would on the liide of a 
rliinui'eros. Mr Cibber was a player as widl as i>A;t ; 
but on attaining the laurel, he retired from his luo- 
I’ession, and died in old age, and M'orldly i>rosperity and 
consideration. 

AVillinm Whitehead, a person of very humble birth — 
he wau the son of a baker of (’ambridge — succeeded to 
the tarnished wreath. 11(* possessed considerable 1*113011- 
ing fiicility, had published some trifling poems, and 
been noticed byHojie; but lie owed his appoifltment 
far more to tlie intlueiiee of the I^arls of .Jerstty and ' 
JIarcourt, with 'whose sons he had travelled several 
years on the continent in the cupahitv' of tutor, than to 
any reputation he had ac^qiiired for verse-making. He 
had already received, whilst yet in Ital\% ‘two genteel 
patent places, usually united: namel.v, the seendaryshij) 
and the rc*gistrarship of the Order of the Bath.’ 'riie 
minister, after rc'ceiving fnan (iray a pc*remptor3’ re- 
fusal to accept the ‘ lionour,’ conferred the office upon 
Wliiteliead. When the oder ivas made the author 
of the ‘Elegy in a Count 1*3’^ Church3*ard,’ it ivas inti- 
mati-d that tlie customai*}’ ‘ work’ would not with him 
l»e rigorously insisted uiKjn. Whitehead, on the con- 
trar3', was informed that a full measure of odes, ad- 
ilresses, elcelera, w'ould lie ex|K*ctcd. This Mason, who 
had ubso b(!en a candidate foi'the vacant office, thought 
hard iii>on his friend \Vlntvl*ad, whose sueccsSs in th<* 
matter of the laureatesliij) he ai)pear.s to have readily 
forgiven. !Mason also ‘ wondeml’ at the stipulation — 

‘ tieorge II. being kiufw 11 to liAve no taste tor pwti*}".’ 
‘I'lii* wonder,’ ix'rtinently reinark.s the late Thdmas 
Caiiiiibidl, ‘ is (juite misx»lacod. If the king had pos- 
sessed a taste for poetr}^, lie would have abolished the 
laureate odi‘s.* > 

The utmost I'fforts of Mr Whitehead w'cn* impotent 
to dispel the inodoroiw reputation ^diioh Uihber liad 
broufghtj^jon birthday odes ; and it - was riot long 
before a sufrni of ridicule and abuse burst upon himself 
— poitially, at least, justified by the laboured hyper^ 
boles uixui the suxK^rlniinan virtues of the inonarcu and 
his fiunily which he put forth. ‘It was lainentt^le,’ 
quietly remarks Gray, in allusi\m to the supixiscdly 
vindictive motives of the ^iters u}*' whom Whitehead 
w'as assailed — ‘it was lamentable t'And iMsings capable 
of envying a poet lanreato.’ Whitehead bore it all 
pretty well till assaik^d by the coarse Invective and 
nierciless sarcasm of Cliurehill, w'ho tore the lailreate’s 
reputation so thoroughly to shreds — ^to very tat teis — 


that Garrick refused to*aecept liis ‘^Si^to Scotland* 
e^ceiit on condition that its author’s Aame should he 
concealed; anS ‘Variety,* a tale, could only he pub- 
lished with a chance of succ'iss hy adopting the same 
precaution. It was, however, as true then as it is now, 
that an author can only be permanently written down 
by himself; and Camplxjll, whilst blaming Churchill’s 
violence, admits* in substance the justice of his critical 
strictures. 

Thomas Wartoii, the historian of English poctr3% 
succeeded WHtehcad. Dr Johns?Jii, according to Mr 
Melt’s report, oiJtje said that ‘Warton w’as the only 
man of genius he knew without a heart.’ If poetical 
geniu.s be here ^leaiit, the learned lexicographer was 
clearly wrong in imputing ^ to the laureate ; and we 
may therefore, in charity, incline to the, hope that ho 
was equally in error as to his ‘want of heart.’ Mr 
Tha|tos Wartdh was not, however-, deficient in the 
chiff accomplishinont observable in those ‘ famous bards 
of yore* — he laid 011 his meaningless, sickening adu- 
lation wdth a trowel. 

Henry Jan.^s Pye is the last of thewTeathed brother- 
hood till we arrive at t)ur own time. In this free coun- 
tr3% although compelled to support the laureate, no one 
is obliged by law to reiul his odes ; and we are not 
therefore »afiaid to confess that w'o are blissfully 
ignorant of Henr}’^ James Pye. 

In 181 .- 1 , Mr Robert Southey’s acceptance of the 
laureateshii) was . held h}-^ that emiuent and facile 
w'riter’s numerous admirers to have restored the office 
to respectahilitA', if not to digiiit3". Many, too, there 
were who blamed him for stoojniig, us tliej' thought, 
from his status as a iioet to pick up so slight a tiling — 
slight, that is, apart from the pension uniithe Canary, 
which good wine, h3' the w*a3% Mr Soutlic}' excliangetl 
for tw^mty-seven pounds yearly — as the iaiirel wreath. 

We. cannot tliink there was aity <‘ondescensioii in the 
matter, inasmuch as Mr Southey occupied no very 
lofty position as a poet ; although possessing varied 
tillcnts of a high order, fine and cultivated taste, and 
even niui’h jioetic feeling. The, laureate labours of 
Jonson and Dryden shed no lustre upon the brotker- 
hood ; and neither, it will be admitted, have the loyal 
odes of Mr 8 ouflu\y been more successful. Tht? sub- 
ject does not apx>ear to he a jiropitious one: no one, 
with the evcr-recurring exception of Shakspearc, has 
greatl3' succeeded at it ; and it may, w^e think, be 
doubted if 

‘ Tlie fiir vestal, throned by the west,’ 

would have been druAvn in such glittering rainbow 
colours, if the j)assage in the ‘ jMidsummor Night’s Tlreani ’ 
liad Ixx-n done to on! or. The general failure perhaps in 
some degree arises from the cause suggested by Waller 
to King Cluirles, in excuse of the greater force and 
Ix^auty of his panegyric upon Cromwell, when com- 
paroii with that on his majest}*, ‘ that poets succeeded 
Ixjst ill fiction ’ — or Jinar3^ ones at least, wiio arc perhaps 
oppressed and w'cighed dowm by the grandeur and glory 
they would celebrate. Mi* Southey’s first ode is a case I 
in point. Not a line of the ‘ Carman 'rriumphale 'Jound I 
an echo or left a remembraheo in the luit/oiial heart, 
l»rofoundl\" stirred as it was by' the ev.iiits w’liich the 
ode clj^*oni^les. The funeral sonj on the untimely 
death of the Princess Charlotte is the best of Mr 
iyiAliey’* laureate compositions ; and this is but faint 
praise. Of the ‘Vision of Judgment’ it is impossible 
tt# speak except in terms df strong censure. How 
a man of Mr Southey's usually correct tastt^ discip- 
lined imagination, luid generous sympathies, could 
have||iveii such a piece to the w'orld, is in very truth 
» perfectly astounding. 

At Mr Southey’s death, the laurel crown devolved 
upon the already whitened l&iws of William Words- 
worth. ^ hiu? done its work upon the ka^d ^ 
llydal Mourn, and the |xlo he composed on the (xjcasion^" 
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(if the instalirfjfSb^ Gilbert as Chaiicellor of 

Cambridge Urav^sitif; was consequentlj^ unworthy <ft’ 


his genih^ Requiescat in pace ! 

Ilius briofly liav# we* glanced through the by no 
means brilliant roll of known kings’ or laureate poets. 
Let Tis Wcapitulatc them in their ordey of appointment * 
Henry de Avranches, John Kay, Andrew Bernard, 
John Skelton, Richard Edwards, Samtiel Daniel, Ben 
Jonson, William DArenant, John Dryden, Nahum 
Tate, Nicholas Ro^ Laurence Eusden, Colley Cibber, 
William Whitcheaii; Thomas Warton, 'Hemy Jai]|e8 
Pye, Robert Southey, William Wordsworth. 

To these names must .now be added that of Alfred 
Tennyson. That in his day the laurtl wreath may be 
entwined and illumined 1^' the bowers and light of 
true poesy, must be every man’s earnest hoiw',; but 
however this may b(', we are quite s^re he will not 
offend the Queen’s good sense, or shock the serious, 
honest loyalty of her subjects, by repetitions of the 
grotesque e'kaggerations and extravagant conceits in- 
dulged in by the gri‘at majority of his^ predecessors 
— sen^ile platitudes, which insulted the sovereigns to 
whom they were addressed, and rendered the very 
natne of poet laureate contemptible and ridiculous. 

5 ^ 

CONEESSIONS OF AN ATTORNEY. 

JAKE ECCLEfi. 

The criminal business of the office was, during the 
first three or four years of our partnership, entirely 
superintended by Mr Flint ; he being more an fait, 
from early prac'tice, than myself in the art and mystery 
of prosecuting juid defVaiding felons, and I was thus 
happily relifved of duties whicli, in the days when 
George III. was king, were fnHiiiently very oppres- 
sive and revolting. The criminal practitioner dwelt 
in an atmosphere tainted alike vrilh cruelty and 
crime, and piUsating alternately -with merciless dc'crees 
of death, and the shrieks and wailings of sentenc^tl 
guilt. And not always guilt I There exist many 
records of proofs, insontcstable, but obtaiiUHl too late, 
of Innocence hanng been legally strangled on tlie 
gallows in other cases than that of Eliza 'Fenning. 
How could it be otherwise wdtli a criminal code 
crowded in every line with ixmalties of death, nothing 
but — deatli ? Juster, wiser times have dawnc4 upon 
us, in wliich truer notions pi'cvail of what man owes 
to luau, even when sitting in jiidgruc'iit on trans- 
gressors ; and tliis owe, let us not forget, to the 
exertions of a band of men ■who, unflcteiTcd by the 
sneers of*the reputedly wise and practical men of the 
world, and the taunts of ‘ influential ’ iicwsi^apcrs, ! 
persisted in teaching that the rights of ])roiK'rty could 
be more firmly cemented than by the shtalding of 
blooti — law, justice, i>ersonal security more effectually 
vindicated than by the gallows. Let me confess that 
I al.so was, for many years, amongst the mockers, and 
sincerely held such * theorists ’ and ‘dreamers’ as Sir 
Samuel Rrmiilly and liis fellow -workert^ in utter I’on- 
tempU Not so my partner Mr Flint. Constantly 
iti tlife presence of ofiminid judges and juries, he had 
less confidence in the unerring verity of their decisions j 
than persons Ifss timiliar with them, or who see them 
only through the medium of new8paiM?r§. Nothing 
tiOuM exceed his distress of mind if, in cases in wjjieh 
he was prosecuting attorney, a convict died tersistiuu 
in his innocence, or without a full confession of guilt. 
And to such a pitch did this morbidJy-sensitive feolmg 
^ length arrive, that he all at once refund to under- 
lie, or in any way meddle witli, criminal prosemtions, 
and they were consequently turned over to oiffhead 
clerk, with occasional assistance from me if there* 
happ^l^ to be a press ^ business of the sort. Mr 
E tomMI ij however, retained a monofudy of thQ^efencei, 
hen, from some temuorary caq^e or other, 
pened to be otherwise Agaged, when they fell 


to me. One of these I am •liboi^ to relate? the result 
of which, whatever other impression it produced, 
thoroughly cured me — as it riiay the reader — of any 
pro^naity to sneer or laugh •ht criminal-law reformers 
and denouncers of the {^ows. 

One*forcDOon, during the absciibe of Mr Flint in 
^ViltSliire, a MVs Margaret Davies called Stt the 
0180*0, in appai’ently great distress of mind. This 
lady, I must pre'mise, was an old, or at all events an 
elderly naaiden, of^dme four-aud-forty years of age— 
I h^ve heard a very intimate female friend of hers 
say sli^^ould never see fifty again, but this was si)ite 
— and^wssesSed of considerable house property in 
rathcif poor localitii‘s. She found abtmdant employ- 
ment for energies which might otherwise have tunicil 
to cards and scandal, in collecting her weekly, monthly, 
and quarterly rents, and in promoting, or fancying she 
did, the religious and moral welfare of her tenants. 
Very barefaced, I well knew, were the impositions 
pftictised upon her cl^ 2 dulou^ good-nature in money 
matters, and I strongly suspected the s[)iritual and 
moral promises and performances of her motley tenantry 
exhibited as muerh discrepancy as tliosc pertaining to 
rent. Still, deceived or cheated as she might bo, good 
Mrs •Davies never w^earied in wdiat sl»e concoivt*(l 
to be welldoing, and was over r(‘ady to jxmr balm 
and oil into the ■wounds of the sufferer, howe>‘or self- 
inflicted or deserved. 

‘JVluit is the matter now?* I asked a.s .soon as tlu* 
good lady was seated, and had untie<l and loosened 
her lK)imet, and throwTi back her shawl, fast walking 
having heated her prcxligiouRly. ‘Nothing worse tlian 
transportation is, 1 hope, likely to befall any of tliosi.' 
iuterestingf clients of yours ?’ 

‘ You an) a hard-hearted man, ^Ir Sliarp,’ ropliwl 
Mrs Davies between a smile and a cry ; * but being 
.a luw 3 g.*r, that is of course natural, and, as I am not 
,herc to consult you as a ChrivStian, of no con.se<jU(aice.’ 

‘ Comi>lim('iitcir3S Mrs Davies ; but jiray go on.’ 

‘You knfiw Jane JCccles, one of my tenants in Bank 
Buildings: the embruidre.ss who adopted her si.ster’s 
orphan child ?’ * 

‘ 1 remember hername. She obtained, if I recolU'ct 
riglitly, a yalanco of wages for her due to tlu* (‘hild's 
father, a mate, who died at sea. W'ell, wliat lias 
Ijefalleii her ?’ 

‘ A terrible aticusation has been preferrcMl again>l 
her,’ rejojjifcd Mrs Davies ; * l>ut ar» for a moment 
Ijelieving it, that is quite out of the question. Jane 
Eccle.s,’ continued the warm-hearted lady, at the same 
time extraeting a crumpled newspaper from the mis- 
cellan(.*ous contents of her relieule — ‘Jane I^eeles works 
iuu’d from morning till n'^rht, keeps herself to herself; 
her little nephew and her rooms are always as clean 
and nice as a new pin ; alie atteruls chureli regularly ; 
and pays her rent punctually to the day. This di.n- 
graceful storj^, therefore^* she add^d, placjug the journal 
in ii^y hands, ‘ cannot bo true.’ 

I glanced over tlie police news: ‘Uttering forged 
Bank-of-Engiand notes, knowing them to l>c 
I exclaimed, * 'Jhe devil I’ 

‘There’s no occasion to l)e sptirting tliat name out 
so loudly, »Mr Sharp,’ said Mrs Davies with some 
asperity, ‘ cspc 9 ialfy in a lawyer’s office. People ha\ e 
betm wrongfblly accu^ V)cfore to-day, I sufilJfi&e r 
^ I was intent on tlie report, and not answering, she 
contllued, ‘1 heard nothing of it till I read the sliame- 
ful aecouq/; in tl.e paper half mi hour agone. The 
poof slandered girl was, I daresay, afraid or ashamed 
to send fbr me.* ♦ 

‘This appears bo a \f;ry bad case, Mrs Davies,’ 
I said at lengtii. ‘ Three forged ten-pound notes 
changed in one day at dillerent shops eacdi time, under 
the pijjj'tenee of pureliasing articles of small amount, 
and another ten-{x>und note found in her pocket 1 All 
that has, 1 must say, a very ugly look*' 
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* I don’t tare,* excla^ed^Mrs Davies quite fiercely, bowed and her face covered withilie^iiEmds, she 1^4 
‘if it looks as ugly^s sin, or if the wole Bank of l-^jen seated for several minutes Jin silence. * 
England was foimd in her pocket! I know Jane thoughts are Confused now, but to-morrow <i[ shall be 


Eccles well: she mtrsedTnne last spring through the more composed; better ablo»to decide if- 
fever ; and I would be upon my oath that the whol^ I mean, of this unliappy business.* 
story, ftom beginning to end, is an invention** of the I thought it better to comply without remonstrance, I 
devil, or something worse.* « • J and at once took my leave. | 

‘Jane Eccles,’! persisted, ‘appeals to have been Wlien I returned the next afternoon, the governor of 


-to talk, 


unable or unwilling to give the slightest explanation the prison informed me that the brother of my client, 
as to how she became possessed of j^e spufiops noifcs. James Eccles, quite a dashing gentleman, had had a 
Who is this brother of hers, “ of such highly respect- long interview^with her. He had Heft about two hours 
able appearance,** accoidihg to the report, who "was hdJbre, with the hjtention, he said, of calling upon me. 
j)ermitted a private interview with her previo'Jf to the I was conducted to the room where my conferences 
examination ?’ % with the prisoner usually took place. In a lew minutes 

‘She lias no brother that I have ever heard of,’ said she appeared, much fliislietk and excited, it seemed to 


Mrs Davies. ‘ It must be a mistake of tlie papers.* 


be alternately with trcinblitfg joy and hppe, and doubt 


‘ TiiJit is not likely. You observed of course that she and nervous fear, 
was fully c^oiiimittcd — and no wonder !’ I saftl, ‘ I trust you are now ready to give 

Mrs Davies’s faith in the young woman’s integrity unreserved confident^*, witboxxt wdiieh, be 

was not to be shaken by any evidence Ifcive that ai assured* that any reasonable hope of a suticessful issue 
her own bodily eyes, and I agi*eed to sec Jane Eccles from the peril in which you rtre involved is out of the 
on the morrow, and make the best arrangements for question.’ ■* 

the defence — at Mrs Davies’s charge — which the cir- The varying emotions I hav('. noticed were dearly 
cuinstances and the short time I should have for traceable as they swept 6ver her tell-tale countenance 
preparation — the Old Bailey session would be or» in a during the minute or so that elapsed before slie spoke. 
iVnv days — permitted. The matter so far settled, Mrs * TeU :tic candidly, sir,’ she said at last, ‘ whether, 
Margaret hurried ofl' to see what had become of little if I owned to you that tiie notes were given to me by 


Henry , the prisoner’s nephew. 


a — a j>erson, xvhom I cannot, if T would, produce, to 


I visited Jane J^lccles the next day in Newgate, purchase various articles at different shops, and return. 
She ^\■as a well-grown young woman of about two or him — the person I mean — the change ; and that I 
thr(‘e-aii> 1-twenty — not exactly pretty perhaps, but made oath this was done by me in all inaocenee of 
very \\ q\[ looking. Her brown hair was plainly worn, heart, as the God of heaven and earth truly knows 
without a cap, iuid the expression of her face was, I it was, it would avail me?’ 

thought, one of sweetness and iiumiUty, contradicted ‘I^ot in the least,* I replied, angry at’ sneh trifling, 
in some degree by rather harsh lines about th<5 mouth, ‘ How can you ask such a question ? We must Jind 
denoting strong will and purpose. As a x>rnof of the, tlie person Avho, you intimate, h.as deceived you, and I 
I'vistf'nee of this last characteristic, I may here mention 1 placed your life in peril ; and if that can be proved, 
iliat when Iter first overweening confidence hud yielded^ hang him instead of you. I speak plainly, Miss Eccles,’ 
to doubt, she, although dotiiigly fond of her nephew^,* 1 added in a milder tone; ‘perhaps you niay think 
at tins time about eight years of age, fijmly refused iftifeelingly, but there is no further time for playing 
to see him, ‘in order,’ she once* said to me, and the with this dangerous matter. T^-niorrow a true bill 
I bought hrouglit a deadly pallor to her face — ‘in order will be foimd against yon, and your trial inay4heu 
(liiit, should tlie worst befall, her memory might*not come on immediately. If you are careless for yourself,' 
Ik* involiiutarily connected in iiis mind ivith images you ought to hdve some thought for the sufierings of 
of dungeons, aud disgrace, and shame. Jiuie Eccles your exeidlent friend Mrs Davies; for your uephei\', 
had ivo<ive<l wliat is caihfd in tlie country ‘a good soon i>crhap.s to be left frierKlle.ss and destitute.’ 
schooling,’ and the books Mrs Davies had lent her she H)h spare me— spare ino!’ sobbed the uiilmxipy young 
had eagerly jH-Tuseil. She was therefore Jo a certain woman, sinking nervelessly into a seat. ‘Have pity 


extent a culliv.iti'd person ; and her speech and man- 
ners were mild, gentle, and, so to sjieak, religious. I 
generally found, when 1 visited lier, a Bible or praycr- 


upon me, wretched, bewildered as I am!’ Tears relieved 
lier, and after a wliile, slie .said, ‘It is useless, sir, to 
prolong this interview. I could not, I solenml^^ assure 


l)ook in her hand. This, however, i'roru my exjierionce, you, if I would, tell yon ivhere to search for or find the 
eompariitively .slight tliough it was, did not much person of whom I spoke. And,’ she added, whilst the 
impress me in her favoiirA-devotioiuvl sentiment so lines aboiit her month of whitdi 1 have spoken grew 
easily, for a brief time, asstlmed, being in nine sue*’ distinct and rigid, ‘ 1 would not if I could. What indeed 
cases out of ten a hyiioeritical deceit. Still she, iqiou would it, as I Juive been told and believe, avail, bu^ 
the AvhoJo, made a decidetUy favourable impression on to cause tlie death of two deceived innocent persons 
me, and I no longer mucli 'Vondored at tlie bigotry instead of one ? Besides,’ she continued, trying to 
of unbelief intmifested by Mrs Davies in beluilf oT her speak with firmness, and repress the sliudder which 
eppaiT‘ntly ainuible and grateful prot(5gce. crept over abd shook her as with ague — * ^siil<ifi„^ 

But beyond the moral doubt thus suggi'sted of the -whatever the verdict, the peual^ij" will not, cannot; I 
pri.souiT’s guilt, my interviews with liA utterly failed am sure, I knoiv, he— be*— — 

to extract anything from her in rebutment of the I understood her plainly enough, ^Ith^ugh her rcsolu- 
ehiirge upon which she wa-s abou^ to be arraigm^d. tion fijlcd to sustain her througli the sentence. , 

At "ffiniWhc persisted in asserting that *the prosecution , ‘^Whoistliis brother, James Eccles he calls liimself, 
was bused upon manifest error ; that the impounde(J yb\\ saw- at the police-office, aiid who lias twice 

notes, iusteiul of being forged, were genuine Baj^k-oi- been here, I understand— once to-dny ?’ 

England pa^^r. It was some time before I sueeeedtMl in -•A quick start revealed the emotion with wliich she 
convincing her that tins hope, to which shd so eaglJrly, heard the Question, and her dilated eyes rested iq>on 
desperately clung, was ii fallacicgis one. I did so at me for a moment with eager scrutiny. She siieedily 
last ; and either, thought J, os I mark{i<.l her varying recovered her presence of mind, and with her eyes 
iHilour lind faltering voices * eithev*you arc a coiisum- ■ again fixed on the fliKir, stud in a quivering voice, 
inato iictress, or else the victim of some frightful * My brother! Yes— as you say — my brotlier.’ 
delusion or conspiracy.’ ‘ Mrs Davies f^iys you have no brother V I sharply 

‘I will see you, if you pleast?, to-morrow,’ sne said, rqjolnea. % . * . a«« 

looking up fVom the chair upon which, -with her licad ‘ Good Mrs Davie:n^ she replied in a tone scarcely 
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above a whiJi^yJaifel without Raising her head, * does 
not know all o^ , . . 

A subt^uge'waSyH was confident, contealed in the^ 
words I but after again and again urging her to confide 
in me, and finding wamifig and persuasion alike use* 
less, 1 withdrew discomfited and angry ; and witliai as 
much cphcerned and grieved as baffl(^ and indignant. 
On going out, I arranged with the governor that the 
‘brother,* if he again made his appearance, should be 
detained, Imigri, malgre\ till my arrival. Our pre- 
caution was too la^: he did not reappear; and so 
little notice had any one taken of his person, tliattfto 
advertise a description of him with^a reward for liis 
appreliension was hopeless. 

A true bill was found, and two ffoiirs afterwtmls 
Jane Eccles was placed in file dock. Tlio trial did not 
last rnore thah twenty minutes, at the end of which, 
an unhesitating verdict of guilty was4 returne<l, and 
she was duly sentenced to he hanged by the nock till 
she was dead. We had retained the ablest counsel 
practising in the court, but, with no tangible defence, 
their efibrts were merely thrown away. • Upon being 
asked what she liad to say why the sentence of tlie 
law should not be carried into efiect, she rciicated lior 
previous statement — that the notes had been given her 
to cliange by a person in wliom she reposed t^e utmost 
confidence ; and that she had not the slightest thought 
of’ evil or fraud in what she did. That person, how- 
ever, she repeated once more, could not he produced. 
Her assertions only excited a derisive smile ; and all 
necessary forms having been gone through, she was 
removed from the bar. 

The unhappy woman bore the ordeal through which 
she had just passed with much firmness. Once only, 
whilst sentence was being passed, her liigh- strung 
resolution appeared to falter and give way. 1 was 
watching her intfmlly, and I observed that she sud- 
denly directed a piercing look tow'ards a distant part 
of the crowded court. In a moment her eye lighteiK^d, 
the expression of extreme liorror which had momentlf 
darkened her countenance passed away, and her i»ar- 
tial ^‘omposiire roturfied. I had instinctively, as it 
were, followed her glance, and tlir.ught I detected a 
tall man enveloped in a cloak engaged in dumb 
momentary communication with her. I jumj»ed up 
from my seat, and hasttmed as quiekly as I could 
through the thronged to the spot, and looked 

eagerly around, but the man, whosoever he might be, 
was gone. 

Tlie next act in this sad drama was the decision of 
the Privy Council upon the recorder’s report. It 
came, ^veral were reprieved, but amongst ihein was 
not Jane Eccles. She and nine otliers were to perish 
at eight o’clock on the following morning. 

The anxiety and w'orry inseparable from tins most un- 
happy affmr, which, from Mr iriint’s pn)tracted absence, 

had exclusively to bear, fairly knocked me up, and 
on the evening. of the day on which the decision of the 
council was received, I went to bed much earlier than 
usual, and really ill. Sleep I could nat, and I r/as 
• iuifijngk restlessly about, vainly endeavouring to banish 
from my mind the ifioomj’ and terrible images con- 
nected with thg wretched girl and her swiftly-coming 
fate, when a quid# tap sounded on the door, and a 
servant’s voice announced that one of the clcrlSs had 
brought a letter which the superscription dii^ictedstft 
be read lyithout a moment’s delay. I sprflng out of 
bod, snatched the l^ter, and eagerly ran it over. ^ 
was from the Newgate chaplain, a vojy worthy, 
hfimane gentleman, and stated that, on hearing the 
result of the delib^tions of the IMvy Council, all 
the previous stoicism and fortitude exhibited by Jane 
hid completely given way, and she haJ aban- 
dmilH^self to the wildest terror and despair. As 
could, speak cf>herently,%lie implofjd the 
or with frantic earnestnerf to send Hr me. As 


this was not only quite use]|«8 in the opinion of that 
official, but against the rules, thef)ri8oncr’s request was 
not complied with. \The chaplain, however, thinking 
it might be as welt that I ihould know of her desire 
^ see me, had of his own accord sent me this note. 
Ho thqjight that possibly the sherifft would permit 
^ne \o have a brief interview with the condemned 
prisoner in the nwniing, if I arrived sufficiently early ; 
and altliough it could avail nothing as regarded lior 
fatg in tliis work^ still it might perhaps calm the 
frighlf'd^'iwmlt 01 emotion by which she was at i»re- 
seiit* tossed and shaken, and enable her to meet the 
inevitffhje liour with fortitude and resignation. 

It w^ia useless to return to bed after receiving such 
a communication, and I forthwith dressed myself, 
determined to sit up and read, if I could, till the liour 
at which 1 might liope to lie admitted to llie jail should 
strike. Slowly and heavily the dark night limped 
away, and as the first ray.s of the cold wintry dav n 
reached the» earth, I sallied forth. A ilense, brutal 
crowd were already assembled in front of the pi-ison, 
and hundreds of wt'U-drossed sight-sp(.‘rs occupied the 
opposite windows, morbidly eagtT for the rising of the 
curtain upon the mournful trngtidy about to be einu'.ted, 
I obtiyned admission. without much difficulty, hut, till 
tlie arrival of the sheriff^’, no conference with the eoii- 
dcnincd prisoners could Ik? possibly pi?rmitled. Those 
important functionaries happened on this morning to 
arrive unu.sually late, and 1 paced up and down the 
pav^l corridor in a fever of impatience and anxiety. 
They were at Inst announced, hut lx>fbre I could, in the 
hurry and confusion, obtain speech of either of them, 
the dismal bell tolled out, anti I felt with a “huddor 
that it was no longer possible tt) elfect my olijeet. 

I ‘ Perhaps it is lietter so,’ oliserved the revereiul tbiip- 
i lain ill a whisiKT. ‘ She has been more composed for 
the la.st two or three hours, and is now, I trust, in a 
lietter itVame of mind for death.’ I turned, sick at 
iicart, to leave the place, and in my agitation missing 
the right Wj^y, came directly in view of the terrililo 
procession, .lane Eceies saw ire, utul a territlc sereiiiu, 
followetl by frantic heartrending apjK'als to rue to save 
her^burst with convulsive effort from her white quiver- 
ing lips. Never will the horror of that moment jiiiss 
from my reiuernbrance. 1 staggered luick, as if every 
spasinoilic word sj^ck me like a blow ; and then, 
directed by one q^he turnkeys, sped in an oppo.siie 
direction as fast as luy trembling limbs could carry 
mo — the shifeks of the wTetchud victim, the tolling of 
the dreadful l>eU, and the obs<?eiie jeers and mocks of 
j the foul crowd through which I had to force my w ay, 
evoking a confused tumult of disgust and liorror in my 
brain, w'hich, if long continued, WHUiltl have driven me 
mad. On reaching home, it w’as bled freely, an<l got to 
iHid, Tins treatment, I have no doubt, i>reveuted a 
violent access of fever; for, as it was, .'several days 
Xiassed before I could lie safely permitted to re-engage 
in business. • • 

On*revisiting the office, a fragment of a letter w'ritten 
by Jane E/ccles a few hours jirevious to her death, ami 
evidently addressed to Mrs Davies, was placcni by Mr 
Flint, w'ho had ^y thi.s time returned, In^fore me. " 'I'lie 
following is an exact copy of it, with the exception 
that the iniervals^wliidi I hav^ marked willi dots, 

were filled with erasurtis and blots, ^d ^lat 

evei^^ word seemed to have been traced fiy a hand 
witten with palsy : — 

^ *VnOM MV 'lynATtt’PLACH, MUMffhl. 

‘Qbar Madam — N o, tieloved friend, motlior let me 

call you Oh land, gentle mother, I am to die 

..... to lie killed in a fei^ Ijours by mrucl men ! — 1, so 
^oung, so unpAparod for death, and yet guiltless I Oli 
never doubt tliat I am guiltless the ofTence for whicli 

they will liave the heart to hang me Noliody, 

they say, can save me now; yet if 1 Could see the 
lawyer ..... I have been deceived, cruelly deeeivotl, 
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madam— bijoyed up by lyyig hopes, till just now the where I found him in augry altorcltio^/^th the pale 

thunder burst, and l^oh God 1 As they spoke, affrighted chaplain. / n 

the fearful chapter in the Testament came bodily U had never^seen Justin Arnoly before ; this I was 
before me— the rending jof tlie vail in twain, the convinced of the instant I sa^ hi^ ; but he know, and 

terrible darkness, and the opened graves! I did greeted me instantly by name. Ilis swarthy, excited 

not write for this, but my brain aches and dazzles features were flushed and angry, and after briefly 

It is too late— to6 late, they all tell me! ./^h, iff f thanking me for complying with his wishes, he added 

tliCBO dreadful laws were not so swift, I might yet— in a violent, rapid tone, * This good man has been 

but no ; he clearly proved to mo how useless I teasing me. lie says, and truly, that I have defied 

must not think of that It ifO>f my nepliew.jof God by my life; and now he wishes me to mock that 

your Henry, child of my afTections, that I womTl sp^ak. inscrutable Beyig, on the eve of disfiith, by words with- 
Oh, would that I But liark ! — they are corjj[ng ou|i sense, meaning, or truth ! ’ 

..... The day has dawned to mo ihtjj^ay of * ‘No, no, no!’ ejaculated the reverend gentleman. ‘1 


judgment! 


exhorted you to^ true repentance, to pciice, charity, 
to’ 


Tliis incoherent scrawl only confirmed my previous ‘True repentance, peace, charity 1 ’ ^broke in the 
suspicions, but it was useless to dwell further on the prisoner m itii a scornful burst : ‘ when my heart is full 
incliincholy subject. The great axe had fallen, and of and bitterness, and despair! Give me time 

whether justly or unjustly, would, I feared, as in many, foi^^s repentance whicli you say is so needful — time 
very many other cases, never he (dearly r^ertained p to lurei)ack long since banished hope, and peace, and 
this' world. I was mistaken. Another case of ‘ uttering faith! Boh! — you hut flout me with words without 
foi-ged Bank -of- England notes, knowing them to be meaning. I.iam unfit, you say, for the presence of 
forged,’ which came under our cognisance a it>w months men, but quite lit for that of God, before whom you 
ai’terwards, rcivived tlie fuling memory of Jane Eccles's arc about to arrogantly cast me ! Be it so : my deeds 
('arly doom, and cleared up every obscurity conij^'cted upon my head! It is at least not iny fault tliat I am 
" ith it. hurled tojudgment before the Eternal Judge himself 

'file oflTendcr in this new case was a tall, dark-coin- commanded my presence there ! ’ 
plcxioued, liandsome man, of about thirty years of age, ‘ He may be unworthy to live,’ munnured the scared 
ol' tlic iiarm^ Justin Arnold. His lady mother, whose chaplain, * but oh how utterly unfit to die ! ’ 
re il name I shall conceal under that of Barton, retaihed ‘ TJiat is true,’ rejoined Justin Arnold wdth undlrni- 
u.s for Ik r son’s defence, and from her and other sources nished vehemence. ‘Those, if you wull, arc words 


V e IvMvned the following particulars ; — 


of truth and sense: go yon and preacli tlmm to the 


J ustin Arnold was the lady’s son by a former mar- makers and executioners of ICnglish law. In the niean- 
riage. Mrs Barton, a still splendid Aeoman, had, in time I would speak privately Arith this gentleman.’ 
s(r(r<)nd nuptials, espoused a very An'eaUhy person, and The reverend pastor, Avith a mute gesture of cora- 
frorn lime to time had covertly supplied .lustiii Arnold’s passion, sorroAv, and regret, Avas about to leave the cell, 
extravagance. Thi.s, however, from the Avild course Avlion lu; Avas stayed by the prisoner, Avho exclabned, 
the young man pursued, could not be for evCr con- ‘Now' I think of it, you had better, sir, n^main. The 
tinned, and aft(T many Avarnings, the supplies Ai'cre statement 1 am about to make cannot, for the sake 
stoinK'd. Incapable of reformation, Justin, Arnold, in o^ the victim’s reimtation, and for licr friends* sake, 
order to obtain the means of (.linsipation, connected have too many Avitnesses. You Jjoth remember Jane 
liimself Avitli li cleverly - organized band of swindlers Ecclcs?’ A broken exclamation from both oi» us 
and iV)rgers, Avho so adroitly managed their nefarious answ'crcd him, and lie quickly added — ‘Ah, you 
business,, tliat, till bis capture, they had contrived to already guess tlKi truth, I see. Well, I do not wonder 
keep thoin.selves clear of the hiAV — tla^ inSi,*rior tools you should start and turn pale. It icws a cruel, shanie- 
and du})(*s Imving liecn aloiu' caught in its fatal iiie.shes. less deed — a dastardly murder if there w'as CA^er one. 
The (lelcnee, under these eircumstanccs necessarily a In as few Avords as possible*, so you interrupt me not, 
rliflicult, almost impossible one, was undertaken by Air I Avill relate wj share in the atrocious business.’ 
Flint, and conducted by him Avith his accustomed skill He spoke rapidly, and once or tAvice during the brief 
and i nergy. recital tlie moistened eye and husky voice betrayed 

I took a very slight interest in tlie matter, and heard emotions Avhich his pride w'ould have conceal(kl. 
very little concerning it till its judicial conclusion by ‘Jane and I w'ere b<>rn in Hertfordsliire, Avithin a 
the conviction of the offender, and his condemnation to short distance of each other, I knew her fronva ciiild. 
deal In The decision on thofec(3rder*s report aa^us this She was bc‘tter off then, 1 Avorse than wc subsequently 
time commuineated to the authorities of NcAvgate on became — she by her father’s bankruptcy, I by my 


Saturday, so that the batch orden^d for cxeciution, 


, by Mr% Barton's Avealthy marriage. She was 


amongst Avhom A^ as ,Iiistiu Arnold, would not be alamt nineteen, I twenty-four, Andum I left the country 
hanged till tlie florid ly monii ig. Bather late in the for London. That she loved mo Avith all the fervour 
cvi uing a note oru'C more reached me from the chap- of a trusting woman I aa'cII knew; and 1 had, too, for 
Iain of the iirison. .lustiu Arnold wishes! to sec nu* — sonn? time known that she must be either honmir.^ ||^y 
///<», nuc Mr Flint. He hsul something of importance to AAmoed or not at all. That witlij^mo was out of the 
communicate, he said, relative to a ikt’ou in whom 1 question, and, as I told you, 1 came about that time to 
had once felt great iiitercist. It flashesd mwoss me that Loudon. You can, I daresay, iniamne ilie rest. We 
this Justin might he thv ‘ brother ’ ol JancICccles, and Ai ere — Jau(l iny friends I mean — .*it a Joss for agents 
J deteri im ned to see him. I immediately sought out to disiAose of our wares, and at the same time pressed* 
one of the^heriffs, and obtained an order empowering foj thoneji. I met Jane Ecclcs by accident. Gen teed, 


me to see the prisoner on tlie afternoon of the morrow 
(Sunday). " 

1 found that tlie convict had Expressed groat anx’^ty 


to disiAose of our wares, and at the same time pressed* 
fof thoneji. I met Jane Ecclcs by accident. Genteel, 
or graceful iddress and Avinning manners, she was just 
fitied for our purpose. I feigned reawakened love, 
proffered meiriage, and a home across the Atlantic, as 


lest I should decline to sec him. My hoped-for visit soon as certain trifling but troublesome affairs AA-hich 
Avas the only matter which apiieared to occupy the momently harassed mo Ai erc arranged. She believed 
mind or excitcj the care 8f the inockiflg, desi>crate me. I got her to change a considerahle number of 
young man ; even the oiirly and shameful termination notes under various pretexts, but that they were forged 
of his OAvn life on the morrow ho seemed to be utterly' she had not and could not have the remotest suspicion. 
reckh*ss of. TIuis prepared, I was the less siupriscil You knj|^ the catffstremhe. After her apprelieiasiQu [ ^ 
at the scene Avhich awaited inp in the prisoner’s cell, 1 visited fins 'Jh’ison as liyr brother, and buoyed her up 


to the la^t whyiUivions of cettaiii pai-don and release, homy has hitherto had it «11 it| own wa^ ; and the 
whatever the fvcr^t, through *the influence of n^y shoeing condition into which it nas brought us, shows 
wealthy iither*iii-lSr, of our immedia& union alter- that its principles must be strangely inadequate or 
wards, and tranquil kmerican home. It is needless to, unsound. Tlie miseries of tke great mass of the people 
say more. ShC trusted me, and I sacrificed her — les^l — their inability to find work, or to obtain, in retpn 
flagrant instances of a like nature occur every day.l for sudh work as can be performed ip reasonable time 


And now, gentlemen, I would fain be alone.' 


Remorseless villain ! ' I could not help exclaiming aiid necessaries i 


under my breath as he moved away. 


eliai»hiin — ‘ let me tell you tliat it was not tlie solemn 
words of the judge the otlier day, but her pale, reproacli- 
ful image, standing suddenly Iniside rfie in the doek, 


pallet, and ■we silently witlidrcw. 


Iiand #by ordiiiary^tfength, a sufficiency of the comforts 


-may all be traced to one source 


-competition instead of combination. The antagonistic 


He turned quickly back, and looking me in the face, aifii reg;gnerative fcinciplc wdiich must be intrt)duced, 
without the slighter anger, said, ‘ An eijccrable Villain is association. Let workmen associate with one another, 
if you like — not a reinorsclefes one 1# Her death alftio inadjad of competing with one another, and tliere will 
sits near, and trouhlos, my to all else hardened eon- be w'oht and wages enough for all. Competition is a 
seience. And let me teU you, revercncVjir,’ he continued, cruel wid uncliristian system ; association breathes the 
resuming liis fornier bittsrmess as he addressed the very spirit of our divine Muusier.’ 


The Review combats, we tliink successfully, the idea 
that political economy has liad its oAvn wa}", or any 
sensible influence in determining the present arrange- 


just as she looked when I passed my last deception on ments. Notoriously, this science is only gradually 
her, that (ta^iscd the tremor and affright, complacently ei'forcing dictates in the national councils, and 
attributed by that grave functioiuiry to his own sepul- much is constantly done and enacted in its despit*', 
clu-al eloquence. After all, her death cafiiiot be cxclu- But this is a minor point. The question is as to 
sively laid to niy charge. Those who tried her would eonipeiition, whatever may he its j)resent sanctions, 
not believe her story, and yet it wi\s true as death. According to Mr Thornton Hunt, a leader in the ncA' 
Had they not hecn so confident iu their owm unerring achot^ — the theory of tlie Division of IOm])Ioyment.s is 
■^visdom, they might liave doomed tier to soifiC punish- tliat lliercby, tl)rougl) economy of time and (exercise of 
ment short of the scafibld, and could now have retrieved skill, the amount of produce Avill he inc)'cascd. ‘ But,’ 
their error. But I am w(?ary, and Avould, I rei)eat, be he, ‘Avhat do Ave find to be the fact? The fact 

alone. Farewell !’ He tlircAv himself on the rude tlia^ the gross amount of produce is not proportionably 


increased ; that to many of the dividers of hiboAir it is 


A paper cmlwdying Justin Arnold’s declaration was not iiuTeased at all ; and that the return of jn'oflnce 
forwarded to the secretary of state, and duly ajcknoAv- for labour is in no respect apportioneil to exenieii. I 
ledged, accx^mpanied by an official expression of mild find the plain ami direct ground of lids in vaui of' 
regret that it had not been made in time to save the concert. It is plain tliat if any given mimlx r (.>f incii 
life of Jane Fccle.s. No further not-'‘e was taken of combine, and divide employments, they con make tla ir 
the matter, and the rcfcord of the young woman's judi- labour much more productive, if there is sbnio concert 
cial sacrifice still doubtless encuinbers the archives of betAveen them as to the distribution of their labour ; 
the Home Office, forming, with nuiDCTOus others (J' like but if there is not that concert, the chances an', that 
cliarad^ter, the dark, sanguine background’ upon Avluch some of them will he Avorking in duplicate— ])r -dvicing 
the achievements of the great and good men Avho haVc glut; othef-s working at things not wanted; others 
so successfully purged the old Draco code that no'v a doing about tlie right thing; and a flnv hitting on 
fUiflo vestige only of the old barbarism rcumins, something very valuah>o. And when they ' onie to 

out in bright relief and changeless lustre. divide their produce by the principle of trading ex- 

cltange — a fair share will go to those who have clone 

■COMFElllION AM) tU-Ui EHA IIU.N. in explicate ; iiothins to those who liave 

A LAiioE portion of the public is quite unaware of the Avorkc'd, howevcf noncstl y. uselessly ; and an act:u- 
uew aspect which socialistic ideas are taking in Kng- mulation oS sevenil bharcs to him who lias hit iijum the 
land, and of the great extent of reception which tluy most precious soinething. Precisely a description of 
have met with in the community. No longer left in our unorganizeil labtiur.’ Mr Hunt goes on to conduit 
the haqdif of Mr Owen, with his eternal fallacy of man tluA pre-sumption that competition increases prodiuUion 
being purely the creature of circumstances, these ideas more than co-operation would. ‘In the first phii.'c,’ he 
are hoav patronised by clergymen of the Church of says, * it is quite clear that the greatest amount f)f jiro- 
England, by learned professors and clever men of duce AV'ould Ik^ obtained *by tlio ln'st distribution of 
letters; if, on the one hand, they are still connected labour, which cannot {fossibly be olitairied Avithout 
with the subversion of xiroiHTty and marriage, they arc concert: secondly^ comijetition draws labour from the 
on the other invested with all the charms of a glowing least l emuiicrativc to the most rcipuncrative ; but 
philanthropy, and even identified with Chri.stianity those which by no meafis “pay'^best, according to the 
itself. The Leader (weekly new-spaper) is recognised trading exchange, are among those Avbicli art? most 
organ of tliis new form of an*' old idea, and certain and profitable for society : comiietition, therc- 
We have of late sect various equally able pamjihlets, fore, disturbs tlie rigdit distribution of lalKiur.’ 
and even *a strikingly eloquent and original novel What says ^he Ifoview in ansAver ? ‘ Stripped of 

(AiWi Z3c/i:e),‘*dev^ited to the sanie cau.se. So impor- needless v^biage, Mr Hunt’s idea seems to be this- • 
taut is the matter become, that the Edinkurtjlmlievkw that labour .would-be both raort^ productive and better 
lias at length deemed it entitled to notice. The^Ii^t rewarded were' the number of labourers in wwih’ .iPpart- 
number contaius a remarkably vigorous distfussion gif jnent exactly proiiortioned to the need which the world 
the subject, ‘in the sobered and modified form which it iias tf the produce of that department ; were tlierc just 

has noAv assumed.’ • the right number of tailors, shoemakers, blaiik smiths, 

The position taken by the new SocialistSi is assumed carpenters,* graziers, and corn-growers; and were tliis 
to be this; — ‘ Society ii altogether out of joint. Its “just right numbei ” ascertained beforehand. We 
anomalies its disfifj^cd aspects, its glaring inc^uali- may grant likn h]||| position. But how cun this viUil 
IdiBS, thfe sufferings of the most numerous portion of iv l>oint be ascertained beforehand? How can it be 
. arftips^&strotts, indefensible, and yearly increasing ; ascertained at all, except by free competition, wbicli 
, m^^^alliatlves, mere slow improi^^ents, n^re gra- will bring ua the need^ knowledge, by sboAving 

'ftbelfora^ will not lupet its wants ; T’t must us which branches of industry are most, and whicli 
be merely furbiined up. PolitlJul eco- least remunerative—ti^Js, which branches of industry 

. I V 
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tH fewtsty and wfi^h tkimost labourerB in proportion 
to tiik demand Jfbr their, produce ? If any kind of labour 
does not pay, this is a sim that it is not wanted, and 
will be abandoned ; If any one pays ill, this is a proof 
that there are too many labourers employed in it, or, 
as Mr Hunt expresses it, that they are “ working in 
duplicate.” Mr Hunt would ascertaiiy all this, not by 
expcricncic, but h priori^ “ by concert.” Has ho ever 
troubled himself to consider by what machinery, this 
preliminary concert can be managed#* How the lequiA' 
ments of the world for this or that article can be jjis- 
covered, otherwise than by making it, and seeing if tfie 
world will buy it? Would ho have comnmteeB — 
lioards of jn udhoimmis — to decide when an additional 
I tailor, or a stroro of fresh bricklayers are wanted, 

! and to forbid the existem^e of such till the want is 

I ( learly made nianifost? No doubt s«)trie dim idea of 

^ 111 is sort was in his mind when he ijonned the passage 

we have quoted. Hut all this lias been tru^ages since, 

■ i and^ even now in parti.al operation in imny parts df 
! I the (‘ontinerit. This was the basis of the guilds of old. 

I’lu; incorjioratt'd trad( smen liad a monopoly of tl oir 
; NK't.'ial branch of industry; tliey decided bow many 
livurcntices eaf;h man should lx; allowed to edutrate; 
liew ninny masters should lie admitted yearly iiit?> the 
onfrnlcniity ; if the demand for coats, or watches, or 
: furniture was slack, they restricted tlufii nuruberH ; if, 
ou thv* contrary, society napiired these articles, or any 
• !hrrs. in incroased quantities, they, after a eun.skkr- 
' I . iilo v idnMicenicnt of ])ric.c, gTaciously permitted a mo- 
jl ili'v.iif 'unli iplication of the needful liandicraftsmen. 

! ; Wh' pi’esunie lliis is the system which Mr Hunt would 
f vatro lnc'c; for between aseertaining the number of 
l ihoiircrs nxiuired in ( a(.*h department by 8 ome method 
: j ortiiiskind, or by tlie results of free comi>etition, we 
; can (!is(s-ru no lliird alternativo. Is he, then, prc])ared 
!j t-; t :!:e the (‘onsequeiices of such a rcgidating p^wer ? 

I .Vnd is lie aware that the system was only enabled to 
I a^ifk in f. inner days, and cnnild only work now, by 
I such stiTii restrietions on mnrriugii^ and imfltiplicatiou 
as tho operativ'e classes would Kiorcely revolt from? 

I .And thnt if tliey would subiiiit*t:o such restrictions, the 
; ( uin]H.tition system would work at least as well a> any 

I oilier ? ^ 

‘Concert, then, as an oiiponent to or suhstitute fo. 

I eiinqn tition, in solving the jiroblem of the wisest distri- 
I liiition ul' lahour, is eitluT a cJiimera or a tyranny. So 
j :ij»i)lieil, it deh-gates to a lew nnai sitting in*coininittoe 
j lliv drehion as to llie miniber of workmen r, -.aired in 
I <M;‘h dcjnrtment, and the riglit of warning all ( t.her.s olf 
I I he groniid ; while it exjiects from tliese nien .a wisdom 
fiiiil oiniiiscienee wdiich neither .individtiaJ.s nor corpo- 
rations could by possibility p(^sscs.s'.’ 

'flic Keview proceeds to consider those various asso- 
ciative c’oncerns wiiich we lately had niider notice in 
lliis Journal. It sees in them, as we divl, nothing con- 
trary to the somidest jiriiieiple^ of political economy. 
'riieV are merely Jarg * copartnerships. They reqqire, 
according to the n*viewer, ‘tvlmt i.s wanting hi theo- 
re-lic - K'ialism’ — a viastcrs hand} and ‘ ns long as this 
is all(e\ed, submitt»'d to, welf-clioseii, ai^d w’ell-paid — 
in proportion^ that iV, an the existinij urraiKjenicntn arc 
ttp/iro.rimaicd to — SO lon^ the institutions tViW do well.’ 
\\a h ero d issent a little irom tlio K'vftwx^r. Wo think 
theax^ nmhr^rooni to fear that a cxuisidorablo share of 
Iht' d’recting iKiwer may, in time at least, bo perniitteds 
to the entire body of memliere. If so, it w'ouh*?^ bt.^ 
better for a man" to imike equal return^ from a 
co-operative concern, betiauso he will have the snfis- 
'hctioii of being partially a niastA¥ besides, in which 
fVx'ling we believe there resides a jporaliforce of im- 
menso importance to the workbig-man. This, how- 
ever, lemains to be proved by experiment. 

The reviewer thou liclds — ‘These enterprises |vado 
tlio whole difficulty. How is it that the Sweating 
System, with all its alleged cruelties aad oppressions, 


is possible ? Why to tt^e slop-selirs able to get the 
'oilcratives so (tompletely in their lowcis— to fix their 
wages, and to dictate terras? Wh^ is it that^he jour- 
ileymcn tailors are so powerless tllat they must accept 
jny wages that are offered to them ? Clearly because 
lliey are more numerous than the demand requires. 
j)oes Mr Kingsley suppose tliat if the 23,000 tailors in 
London wore to be suddenly reduced to ISjQOO—tlie 
coat.s and trousers required by society remaining the 
same — the slop-sellers could compel them to work for 
tliem if they dill not wish, or to work at all, except in 
localities of their » own choosing, and on their owni 
terms ? Poos he not perceive that, in the event of such 
an occurrence, it<iw‘oiild be the men and not the mas- 
ters wlio Avould dictate ternfs ? Is it not abundantly 
olu'ioiis that thf 3 misery and slavery o? the London 
tailor*: imJ nC(*dj[ew’ouieii arise prmarUy from fhe clotli- 
of the metropolis being inadequate to keep 
so hfUih.v in full and constant cmiiloymeiit ? Now, have 
these .j.s.sociations — wdiicli they are told %ill rescue 
them — the slightest tendency either to augment the 
demand for clothes or to diminish tlie numbers of the 
clothing artisans? If not, liow can they effect any 
purpose except that of ameliorating the condition of 
the few who become memljers of them ? 

“Oh! dut” (they reply) “avc purpose in time to 
organize all the tailors in the mctro}>olis into similar 
associatiou.s.” Vctv avcU ; follow out your proce.ss, 
and sec whore it Avili lead. The fact you have to meet 
is this ; there are 23,000 tailors in existence, with full 
and constant ivork only for J 5,‘)i)0 ; as you continue 
your benevolent organizations, you wall in the end have 
associated tliese l.i>,000, and si*cuml to them a comfort- 
able and continuous subsi.stencc. What will then have 
hecomc of the renkh -d 8000? AVill you east them out 
to starve? W you support tliern by a cliaritable 
contribution from the eaniiiigs of tlie employed? Do 
,you suppose they will not com]>eto Avith you,., and, 
rather than earn nothing, work at lower wages than 
you assign yourselves ? Do you not perceive that the 
ntunist your organization of labou? ean save for di^ri- 
bn( i«>ii among the mass of artizans, is the profits of the 
ntidd/cnicn, Avhicli^’‘uu conceive to be so enormous — nay, 
only the difference between these protits and the salary 
you pay to your various managers and superintendents, 
Aviio staud to you in the jilaeo of the middlemen ? .A»d 
have you taken the trouble to ask yourselves tliosc 
simple que.stioiis before you announced your sclieme as 
: a great panacea — an infidlible Avay to salvation? ’ 

TJie great merit of the associations is assumed to lx?, 
that they Avill extinguish competition. The ’reviewer 
shoAvs that tliey arc competing Adtli eat:h other in 
Tiiris, and that tlie language of many of them in this 
eountry is simply that of competition. He says, 'If 
all the tailors in London w'cre cn\bodied to-morroAv into 
a number of dfQbrent associations, it is certain that 
these associations Avoukl compete Avith one another, 
exactly as iiulividuiUs Avoukl do, because there w‘Ould 
be too many associations (to the supposed extent of 
8000 men) for the Avork required. “True,” replies 'Rtf™' 
Kingsley ; “ but our w‘ork aaiII incomplete till xve 
IniA'c blended all these associations into ojiovast gujljL 
Competition Avill then bo out of tliU> quei^dll! Yes ! " 
but it will l)l‘ replaced by monopoly ; and avc all know . 
Avl«it» moiippoly in(‘ans — artificial prices, a restricted 
I mUrkot, a* f igantic job, a final aiid inevitable smash ! 
I'o^um up the whole : the advocates of association as 
a euro for cojnpetitioii are caught betAvetm two horns 
of a dilctnma, Avhich half Mr Kingsley’s sagacity, if 
unitixl with a less vmd fancy and a leas copions voca- 
i^ulary, would, from tlic firsts have enabled him to fore- 
see in case you have many associations^ you retain 
all the evils of competition ; in case you merge them 
all into ^e, you encounter all the evils of monopoly. 
We de» Socialists) to escapo flrom this dilemma"' 
except ^ assuming a rcbodelling of human naturp by 
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divine or and when this rmodeU 

ling hwt he^ a^iet^cK oil systsms'will begins indlfferei^^ 
for die evUs of SI swt^ins will he mped aSay* 

IV^T Thornton Hwit has repli^ to this formidable 
article* but disappoints us by not giving enough of bia 
attention to those leading arguments. The pith om 
what he says in answer to the passages which we have' 
quoted lies in what follows ; — ‘ My fundamental position 
is this — the first thing for us to consider is the well- 
being, in body and feeling, of the living creatures wdio 
are bom to the eartfi ; and we must coi^ider that sub- 
stantial wellbeing in hotly and b^art before “%he 
advancement of tlie nation,” whieli generally means 
the luxury and dignity of particular, classes ; or “ the 
advancement of commert^,” which means the multi- 
plication of gpods, many of them not at all iicfcessary. 
An Englishman on his piece of land is able to provide 
for himself, mate, and progeny, as ^e st'e in other 
quarters of the glolKi. When his industry pvmluces 
its fruits, Inc has a right to retain tliose fruits until the 
equivalent be rendered to him ; and 'wliilo artificial 
la>vs debar an Englishman from standing on his land, 
using his hands upon it, aiwl grasping tlie fruits in his 
own fist, society is bound to jirovide liiin with the 
equivalent — the opportunity of obtaining subsistence 
by labour. If the effect of advancement ia the con- 
dition of the nation and of crommerce is to make the 
larger numlxjr of Englishmen less comfortable in hotly 
and mind than they would lx? in a ruder state of societ 3 % 
there are those— and I am one — who will go to the 
displaced Englishman, and tell him tluit he had better 
combine with the multitude of Ivis fellows to alter that 
sort of advancement, and bring hack things to fmula- 
mcntal rights. Read wliat Tliorntoii has said as to 
the practical deterioration in the coiuliiion of the 
English labourer. AUhougli it may Ik? true that he 
has now a better supply of broatlcloth, knives and 
forks, and such non-essential articles, they have very^ 
little bearing upon substantial liappiuess. But furtlicr, * 
if the advancement of the nation liad been guided ^>y 
a more accurate apd onlighteiKsl view^ of the laws 
wlidi regulate production, and call forth the genius 
of tlie people by placing them in e best circumstances 
— althuugli I am no disciple of tlu? doctrine (^f exte- 
rior circumstances,” which you cond(.*mii — 1 contend 
that our advancement should liuve Ix^en greater, more 
s<^nd, and more stable in its results. In j)ointing to 
concert in labour as the complement of the division of 
employments, you forgt*t that I am iKjintiiig out a 
principle; and that in eliminating that ijrinciple, 1 was 
no rooroi Ixiund to describe all tlie institutions that 
might hereafter arise from it, than Adam Smitli w as 
bound, in analysing the division of employments, to 
describe the Factory System as it actually exlst.s 
amongst us. I have contended that we must sternly 
avert our ideas from system-making, and bring them 
back to an examination of primriples ; and I maintain 
not only that the principle of concert is the true com- 
plement to a division of employments, hut tlmt it is 
jypgp^y in operation unavoidably' -as dictate! the 
j^glSneration of w<p*k in a factory, the institution of 
commercitfi exchanges, o? “ bourses,” like? those which 
. rxssrigerj ' Jju ^iWery^pital ; it has dictated, imi>erft?ctly 
enough, the constmction of that railway s^ stegi wdiich 
is too vast to be ofiectod in any but a very trivial 
degree by the ruder principle of com]K?tit^«, If Ipis 
suggested those demands for official agricultural sta- 
tistics which have been ma<le in parliament ; and if is 
the very principle of a sound poor-law, which ought to 
be ail engine for ttansferrii^ surplus employment from 
one branch of Mu|txy to another.” ’ 

W^e have little Soom to discuss these great ques^ 
certainly see competition attended with an 
apphUing llli^lay of high-Btrui:^ S|^fishneH 8 ^ it is 
Jm look unmoved on the hord^ wQ^h it is 

iijfo ill-reirmncrfl|E!d eui- 


ployments. But con we !x 3 sure- that thte evils are 
avoidable ? We much fear that those who think they 
are, proceed upon a too favourable estimate of liuman 
nature. When we see thi* sanguinary scramble for 
existence which gcies on amongst the lower animals, 
should* we be much surprised to find that man is a 
competing animal also, each individual seeking for the 
means of gratitying his selfhood, under only those 
restraints wdiich reason and custom impose ? Associa- 
ti§n, w^ can seej^s capable of being carried much 
fartiier tlmn it has yet been carried, and with gotxl 
cffi!‘tB; but w'e cannot convince ourselves that it is 
cnpabl^v of cntirt?ly extinguishing competition, ex(,*(?pt 
through the exercise of a tyranny w hieli would be the 
last and wwst of all social evils. On the other hand, 
great as are tlie suflerings in the low'ost fields of 
industi-y, they are capable of an indefinite reduction 
under measures of a clearly practical nature. Working- 
men would be little exposed to such a dire state as that 
the swGl?iiiig tailors if they could maintiiin any 
degree of independence — such as intelligeuce, tempe- 
rance, and a little hoard in the savings’ bank can 
confer. They would in tliat ease comprehend tlie 
nature :ind tlie projier remedies of tlie (?vi]s in ques- 
tion ^ they would see when it w^as necessary to shift 
their hx'ality. or change their occupation, and they 
would have the moans of doing so. It is wonderful 
what a power the W'orkiug- people of this country 
niiglit ]>ecome, W'orc? they to take, to the extent of 
their ability, the same advantage as the middle chisses 
of the ordinary recognised means of julvaneing thein- 
selvi‘s in tlie social scale. A right amhitioii and 
self-respect is one of their greatest w'ants. We have, 
however, the comfort of thinking that intelligcnee and 
the associated virtues are riqndly .advaneing anmngst 
them. Here is a real, eertiiin good. If grand social 
revolutions are in time to come, these minor advaiiees 
will nf)t be an ohsiaeli‘ in their w ay. 

Victims of science. 

Theuk is a proverb wlikh fe.ays, ‘Bidder is ilie enemy 
of well.’ rerhaps wc may go further, and say, that 
•Well sometimes makes u.s regret had.’ 

You wcXild have confes.sc<l the truth of lliis latti-r 
axiom if you hiul ^. now n, as I did, an excellent young 
man named JloPiiCe Castillet, w ho had been giftotl ly 
Provideneq wdth gcxul health, powiidid intelleid. an 
amiable disposition, and many other perleelions. aeeom- 
punied by one single draw]>jw‘k. lie had a disiortctl 
spine and cnxiktKl limbs, tlie eonsciousness of which 
defects preveiitwl him trum rushing into tin* gaiity 
ami vain dissipation whieli so often ensnare ^■outh. 
Forsaking the fiow’cTv pftths of love and pleasure, he 
steadily pursued the rough, up-hill road of diligent per- 
severing study, lie wTOUght w ith anh>iir, and alie;i*ly 
success cTowmod his edforts. Douhtlc!' > hitter regn ts 
sometirnoH troubled hi#hour^ of solitary study, but he 
wiu^ amply' consoled by the prospect of iortune and 
well-earned fame? which lay before him. So he always 
appeared in society ammhle and clu-erful, enlivening 
the social circA* with the sallies of his w it and genius. 
He used sometimes to say, laughing — ‘ Fair ladies 
m<x;k me, f>ut I wadi take niy rvveage by oliligiug tlu ni 
to atlmire.’ ' ^ 

One day a surgeon of high repute met Horace, and 
^saitUo him— ‘ I can repair the wrong which nature has 
done you: profit by ^he late discoveries of scieiiee, 
an 4 be at the same time a great and a luindsome man.’ 
Horace consented. 4 During some months he retired 
from society^ and wlien h^* rcapiieared, his most inti- 
mate fHends eouliTscavcely recognise him. * Yes,’ said 
he, ‘it is I myself; this tall, straight, well-made nuin 
is your friend Horace Castillet, Iteliold the minu.?le 
wliictf aoieqce has wrought I l 1 iis nietiunorphosis has 
cost mo cruel suffering. For mouths I lay stretched 


A 
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on a 8 pecic 3 of rack,|and tndurcd the tortures of a 
prisoner in tho Inquisition. But 1 bore them all, and 
here I am, a new creature. Now, gay comrades, lead 
me whither you will; let%io taste the pleasures of 
the world without any longer haVing to fear its raillery.* 
If the name of Horace Castillet is unspoken Among 
those of great men, if it is now sunk in oblivion, shall 
we not blame for this the science which he so much 
lauded ? Deeply did the ardent young man drink of 
tliis world's iKjisoned springs^ Farevn?ll to stndjr, faiiil, 
and glory! ^sop i)crhap8 might never have c^- 
povsed his Fables had orthopedia been invented in ms 
time. Horace Castillet lost not only his talcntlf but a 
large legacy destined for him by an uncle, in order to 
make him amends for his natural defects. His uncU^ 
seeing him no longer deformed in body and upright in 
mind, chose another heir. After having spent the best 
years of his life in idleness and dissipation, Horace is 
now poor, hopeless, and miserable. lie said lately to 
one ^ his tew remaining friends—* I ignorar.t 
of the treasure I possessed. I have acted like the 
traveller who should throw away his projicrty in order 
to ^^'^llk more lightly across a plain I ’ 

The siirget^n had another deformed patient, a very 
clever-working mechanic, wliose talents made hinf’rich 
jind liappy. When lie was porfcxitly cured, and alxmt 
to return to liis workshop, the conscrijitioii seized liiiii, 
finding him fit to serve the state. He w'as scut to 
Africa, an<l perislu?fl there in battle. , 

A gentleman wlio had tlie reputation of being an 
original thinker, couM not siteak without a painful 
stutter ; a skilful ojicrator restored to him the IVee use 
of his tongue, and the wc'rld, to its astonishment, dis- 
(?ov( red tliat lie was little liettcr than a fool, Ilcsi- 
tation liail given a sort of originality to liis discourse. 
He hiul time to ndleM before he spoke. Stopping 
short in tho middle of a sentence liad occasioimlly a ' 
happy clTcct, ami a half-spoken word seemed to imply 
far more than it expressed. But when the flow of 
his l.inguage was no longer restrained, h^ began to 
listen to his own commonplat:e ileclamation with a 
comiflacency which iissurodly •was not shared by his 
auditors. 

(hie fine day a jioor blind man was seated on the 
I’ont-Uoyal in raris, waiting for alms. The passers-by 
were liestowing their money lilierally, when a handsome 
carriage stopped ncsir the mendicant, and a celebrated 
oculist stepped out. lie went up to the Wind man, 
examined liis eyeballs, and said — ‘Come with me; I 
will restore your siglit.’ The tn-ggar obeyed ; the opera- 
tion was 8uci;essfiil ; and the joiurnals of the day were 
filled with praise.s of tlie doctor’s skill and philantliropy. 
The ex-hlind man subsisted for some time on a small 
sum of money w hich his benefactor hail given liim; and 
wh(*n it was sjH iit, he returned to his fonucr post on 
the I’ont-Iloyal. Scarcely, however, luid he resumed 
his usual appeal, wlicn a i>olicomaii laid his hand 
on him, and ordered liiin to dftsist, on pain of being j 
taken up. ] 

* You mistake,’ said the iiiendicatit, pnxlueing a 
paper ; ‘ here is my legal license to beg, granted by the 
magistrates.* ’ 

‘ Stuff!’ cried the official ; * this li(\m«e is /or a bfhul 
man, and you s(x*m td enjoy excellent sight.* Our 
hero, llrti>spair, ran to the ot'ulist’s house, intending 
Ut seek cnmiKuisatioii for the doubtful benefit con-, 
fcmnl on him; but the man of science hail gourj on 
a tour through Ciermany, and Iho aggrieved ]>atient j 
found himself comi)elU>d to adopt the liani alternaflve 
4' working for his support, and nWuidoning the easy 
dfe of a professed lieggar. • ^ 

Some years since there appeared 'on tlie boards of a 
Parisian theatre an excellent and niucli-ap][>lauded 
comic actor named Samuel. Like many a wdso^man 
before him, he fell deeply in love with a beautiflu girl, 
and wrote to offer her his hand, heart, and his yearly 


salary of 8000 francs. A flat refusal yas returned. Poor 
Srfnuel riy«tlle<|his coArade, the hcM tragedian of tho 
company, in his dolorous expressi^s of despair; but 
\then, after a time, his cxci^m<mt cooled down, he 
'fespatched a friend, a trusty envoy, with a commission 
/o try and soften the hard-hearted beauty. Alas, it 
was in vain ! 

‘ She does not like you,’ said the candid ambassador : 

* she says you are ugly ; that your eyes frighten her ; 
and, besides, she is about to be married to a young 
man whom she 4 ovcs.* 

T^esh exclamati<vi8 of despair from Samuel. 

‘ Come,’ said his friend, after musing for a while, * if 
this marriage bc,s as I suspect, all a sham, you may 
have her yet.* 

‘Explain yourself?’ » 

‘You know that, not to mince the matter, you have ! 
a squint?’ I 


a squint ? ’ 

*1 krt\'W^ it.* 

‘ Science will remove that defect by ai! easy and 
almost ptdnlcss operation.’ No sooner said than done. 
Samuel underVent the oi)eratioii for strabismus, and 
it succeeded perfectly. His eyes were now straight 
and handsome; hut the marriage, after all, W'as no 
sham — the lady became aiiotlier’s, and poor Smnuel 
was forcce? to seek for consolation in tJie exercise of 
his profession. He was to appear in his best cha- 
racter : the curtain rose', and loud hissing saluted him. 

‘ Samuel I ’ ‘Where is Samuel ? * * We w'ant Samuel ! ’ 
w'as vticiferatcd by ))it and gallery. 

Wien silence w as partly restored, the actor advanced 
to the footliglits and said — * Here I am, gentlemen : I 
am Samuel ! * 

‘Outw’ilh the impostor!* was the cry, and such a 
tumult arose, that the unlucky actor was forced to fly 
from the stage. He had lost the grotesque expression, 
the comic mask, which used to set the house in a roar : 
^he coull no longer a])pcar in his favourite characters. 
The* operation for strabismus had changed his destiny : 
he* was unfitted for tragedy, and wms forced, after a 
time, to take the most insignilicanb parts, wdiich barely 
alforded liiin a scanty sulisistence. ‘.Let well aloiicf is 
a wise admonition; ‘ Let had alone* may sometimes bo 
a wiser.* 

A TWELVEMONTH IN CALCUTTA. ' 

I.01>«IN«S— AlOSqUITO RTftATAOKM— n-OATING IIORHORS OK THK 
OAflOKS— D<JMiiSTirS AND DOAIKSTIC WaTTKHS— fluTA.VR: OAJl- 
DKN8. 

November 7 t.h. — The gentlemen arc all playing cricket 
just HOW'. Tlierc is a regular cricket -club, ana several 
good players. And dinners and evening parties are 
gohig forward again with renewed vigour. ICither at 
home or abroad there is company for ever, and gene- 
rally the ‘parties are vorj' pleasant, owing to almost 
everybody being *80 wtU aequaiiitcd. (3ne Avould hardly 
think such a game as cricket suited to this latitude, 
but it seems to be alw ays in fashion here during the 
cold yeather, >^hich, by the way, is much of the tem- 
perature of our summers ; and nobody ever eomphtJWT^ 
of any disagreeable effects ifroiif such vyry active 
exercise. 

V 6 th. — All the pins of the fort arc firing tJllb U'S'^T 
salute tai thts arrival of a newr great man, landing at 
thie j^ioment amid a crowd of gazers, who will accom- 
I prJhy him fb»bc sworn into his office — a ceremony never 
one moment delayed, salary cominencing from that 
poiit; of time. The hotels being full, tliis burra sahib 
hiis to take k lodging ! Fancy an old Indian reading 
this — Lodgings to let — in Calcutta ! And very good 

f nes too; ftiniished lodgings, or board and lodging, 
ere, where some few^ ^'ears ago there was not even a 
hotel. Times are much changed since those palmy 
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days of «rhon, live as one vrom^ 

fortunw! Now it ii alwfty# ewy 

to get «IRM^ TlHie hb8pitaU#dopr hpa ther^ 
Cote to 1)6 vit dooa not stand opiEm in tb^e 

sight ofidL * • I 

r*rhe mosquitoes have begun to bita again, a e™ 
aocom^^aiaimeiit of the temperate weather. They are not 
pa as they were last year> and as their habit 

is ip liixiiriate upon the new arrivals, we hope that by 
suid by they wUi take very little notice of us. We find 
laudanum allay the irritation better ^an any other 
remedy we have tried; also 1 h^ve made mysiljLf a 
muslin bag, into which I put my feet. It is kept wide 
at the bottom by a frame of bainbt^ slipt into it, and 
sewed firmly to the musl|n. The upper or loose end of 
the bag has ^a string run through the hem, and this 1 
draw dose round my knees. I thus sit most comfort- 
ably at any occupation, for the feet anft ankles are whiit 
these torments i)rincipally aim at ; and for the protec- 
tion of the rest of my person, since 1 left off the 
punkah, I keep a feather fan on the table beside me, 
which I wave occasionally. In this guiikj I am writing 
now, free from any annoyance. 

— A great deal of canvassing is going on atmut 
the secretarysliip to the Asiatic Society — an institu- 
tion said to have done much in the cause of science of 
late, a spirit of investigation having l>een roused in 
many departments. We can suppose mental occupa- 
tions more suited to warm climates than active exer- 
cises, and yet it is not so. The juind bi^comes very 
et^y fatigued within the tropics if the physical 
powers be not constantly ex:erUHl, and the h^dy suflers 
accordingly, and reacts upon the l>rain ; also a good 
deal of nourlslunent is mnjessary to preserve both in 
health. At first I thought the quantity people ate 
here quite disproportioned to the exercise they were 
able to take, for I did not make due allowam^e for tlie 
waste, which is very great. Pulse and fruit may suit 
the Brahmin race, but undoubtedly our' constitution! 
require meat, bread, beer, and wine. A series of enter- 
tainments have of, course begun to the new man — 
dinners principally — there hemg no lady with liini. 
A very good season for coUecti ig crow'ds, ns it really 
is veiy chilly. 

— ^I don't* like the Course by the river-8id<^at 
this season^ — received such a shock there this morrung 
with a sight which is too common on the Gauges and 
all its branches, though I had been lucky enough not 
to meet with it before. I did not see it from the Course 
exactly, but I shall always fancy I can, because the 
river flows so near it. Mr Black’s sick partner has 
determined on going home ; and before quite deciding 
in which ship to trike Ids passage, he wdshefl his wife 
to look at tlie cabins. She askM me, us the idlest of 
her i^quaintancc I suppose, to go with her. -In rowing 
from ^ ghaut to the vessel, our boat passed close to 
^e heked dead body of a man, which, having struck 
agalnsi some object in the bed of the streai^ had been 

Into a sitting position, the head bending forward 
only the legs under the water, ^ai)on which the 
Ghesl reedined. liumbfrs must have parsed and 
iephsae^ this fearim spectacle, yet no one would touch 
t of a bamboo. Our coimtiy- 

men who live at QpMen Beach, pay, a man #o be on 
the lookfout for these frightfrd appearances, and ipk 
them out of sight, iurmy tlie authority}# might#^ 
so likewise: it would he no great interference wi^^ 
^thnud superstitums f and vrhen these national sufi^- 
. Jtiltlons shock decency? irJiy not stop tlfcm as we do 
>^|inttees ? ly I only mnoni the poorer classes that this 
prevails. The rich Hindoos bum thsfr 
.'death . place among .them at . a^ 
the ' sacred river; it.thl^ore could not 
^^jMMpiilsIble :to ■ interfere with ■ a practice so^evolting 
JuHpibeUngs of a large d^s |f Bnropean Inikbitanis. 
.strange that in po case 


this varied and very numerous j^pulationsis there any 
l^ce taken of a death— hmv, or where, or 'when a 
hinnan being dies— no inquiry is ever made upon the 
subject; nor, however suddenly an individual may dis- 
appear, does any curiosity seem to be excited as to tlio 
causeiof death, or the rank the death occurs in, or of 
tha number pc^hing by pestilence — as if it were of no 
consequence wliat diseases or what dimes existed. 

22d , — We are all busy helping the preparations for 
the voj^e of oug fricnd|^ With four cliildrcn, and a' 
perhaps five months* voyage, a large stock of linen is 
requisite ; and Mary is no great manager, otherviso 
she m^ht have been getting forward all this time, for 
it hae of late been plain to everybody that the change 
was imperative. I believe she would not allow herself 
to think so. Wo are therefore in rather a hustle, these 
ayahs and dirjies are so very slow. Mrs Freeman — 
who, hy the by, Inis heard no more of her mate — has 
undertaken the nursery wardrobes, and we arc all con- 
sent to wr^il under her. She is very methodic?], and , 
very managing tCK), cutting down old dresses into neat 
frocks, and turanging the trays in the largo trunks, so 
as to have everything at hand week by week as she 
wdll require them. Her character is a good answer to 
thei^avillers about race. She is but one remove from 
a Hindoo, and >vas five years old before her soUlier- 
fathor took her to England. 8he hardly fcc'ls the heat, 
tliiinks to her hall-Indiiin constitution'; while she lias 
lK‘cn educated out of the indolent ways of her mother’s 
land. 

24M.— By diligent attention to the moonsliic, I 
have mastered so ranch of the easy language in 
gtmenil use hen*, as to give every necessary order, 
indiH'd to triuTsirat all oniinary business ; for he lias 
given me hints for these puiposes fully as valuahie 
as tlie words required. The first thing to do in all 
cases is to attract the attciition of these idle or indifie- 
rent *cK>atnres, by calling out pretty shar]ily to tlie 
one addressed, ‘ A ttend I * — after tliat the order is lietter 
comprcheikded. The servants, in their eagerness when 
first roused, are a* little apt to run on a little too 
quickly, and so do something nnncaicssary or i*von 
inconvenient — at anyrate to propose to do it. They 
must he stopped with a short ‘ Listen ! ' whicli nlwievs 
recalls tfiem to their simple dut}' of oliedience. 
My usual drivofOapw is to Mary’s liouse, soon to he 
mine, for we Mve settled to take it. A little adili- 
tion to what we at present ji-ty for the chaiTdM’rs 
alone secures tfic liouse and the chambers within 
it; and the ftirniture it no very detwlly affair here, 
and will alwuy.s sell agjun for very little less than 
it cost. The greatest confusion at presctit reigns in 
that once pleasant abode, in spite of the care of Mrs 
Freeman, who has cousefi'ted, very w isoly, to acconi])any 
the party home. Marylias dctcrinim*<l against encum- 
bering hersedf with those bah*s of embroidery, muslins, 
cachemires, ivory, &c. in which such Hums are so con- 
stantly invested by people ictu'Vning fnmi India. She 
merely takes wiiat she hR.s hy licr, and she confines 
her purchases to such additions to her stock as the 
long voyage renders indisj)cnsable. 'lira real fact i.s, 
that all the riftistic* prixluctions of India can be bought 
as cheap jp London aa here ; shawls certainly dieaper ; 
the only cxcopti<>li may be je^ds, an<l gold and silver 
manu^tures, which are contraband, not w v j f ll llowcd 
to go through the custonihouse at all, duty or no duty : 

' th(^ are broken upon the spot, and can only enter the 
country smuggled. Beople put treasures of this kind 
la* their pockets, for I Wlevo the jierscm is never 
searched. KdwarA is very anxioue to send home 
treasures of ^another kind with her sick husbmid and 
Maiyl Ho U to prevail on Mr Black and 

Helen ^ part with their little bOys-r« their little delicate 
b^i^'lrhose voyage homo under such afibetionate care, 
and mb their cousins and Freeman? wot^d^ b^ 
happy one-r-« more comfortable arrangfunent fbr the 
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parents tlinti any oth^ likely to cast up. Poor Helen 1 
she grows deadly paSb whenever the subject is mo- 
tioned. But Mr Black seems to approve of the plan : 
we therefore suppene it 'yill he carried out. These 
dreadful family separations are the drawbacks to Lidian 
life, wjiich can otherwise be made very enjoyable. 


as shows tlds kind of foreign timljer might he hatu- 
ralised ^^th advantage. There yas a great variety 
of palm-trees,'* some, of them of Juncommo^ beauty, 
mongst them that particular eptcies from whose pith 
ago is manufactured. An immense plantain we also 
bserved, four tinies the ordinary size ; a splendid 


2Gth , — The first oljject that met my eyes to-daj^was 'duster of bamboos ; and a banyan, the glory of the 
a piece of long cloth, the next was twJpieces of muslin, gardens. We compared tliis wonderfhl specimen with 
presents from a successful client. The tliird sight was the wild clump we had wandered under at Seratapore, 
two state howdahs, which woiSire^t to Stewart the flotudshing there in all the luxuriant carelessness of 
coachmaker*8 to admire. They are intendledr for ^he nature. HerCj,art had much assisted to produce this 
bocks of two elephants, going as a present to the piiQjlia finsr tree ; it had had early cultivation, every branch 
of Egypt. Mr Stewart’s premises are very jine, and watched, cherislierl, guarded. It is a curious, nay, a 
his factory carried on apparently in the best manner, wondrous thing, to walk among these living pillars, 
The howdahs are really handsome, very tastefully got each standing clear apart, supporting at their several 
np, but with a square flat roof, supported by light distances the massive and wide-sprekding branches, 
pillars. I should myself have preferred them more in from which they originally depended, and then to look 
tlie Indian fashion; but probably English style may up Aud see tht? enormous growth overhead. A very 


he prefcTred at Grand Cciiro. The elephants are to be siAlPlav creeping plant next attracted us, hardly 
shippji-tl in a day or two, and we have glrrMy acceptcfl rising >tbovc six inches froni its root, ^ quest of 


I an invitation to view what is represented as a curious something to hang itself on, the dry-looking horizontal 
! proct'ss. stretching stem marked in knots and knobs, giving it 

j| 29<A. — The elephants* departure still uncertain, so, the appearance of a chain. The one we were examining 
‘ to beguile the time,’ we went yesterday to visit the hmi fastened itself on a cotton- tree, romid which it 
Botanic Gardens, which 1 liave long had a deswe to was twisted most strangely. Another tree had its 
sec. We drove to the ghaut, nearly opposite tlie roots mos*!}^ all above ground, like bunches of dahlia 


Bislmp’s College, where we took boat and crossed over, 
as wc intended examining that building in the first 


roots. One would suppose that such slight hold of 
tlie earth as such sort of fibres must have, would give 


instance. It is handsome outside, and has a fine library the tree little chance against a north-wester; but wo 
and a pretty chapel ; but we did not see it to ad\1in- found that tlicy are seldom or never blown down, 
tage, as it happens to be under repair. From tliis Stiine kinds of largo shrubs had tlieir bark studded 
jdace li. is a pleasant walk to the gardens, under shade with strong thorns, sharp as the points on old armour, 
the whole way along tiie bank of the river. ])r It botli Burjwised and grieved me to find how very 
Wallick, wlio had sent his own boat for us, now ordered little we all generally comprehend of the productions 
his tozijon to follow our small party ; and once or twice of beautiful nature — nature so various and so pro- 


I— the onl}' lady— was glad to take advantage of it, digal, and of snch consequence to us to 1)C imderstood. 

as this was a very long walk for an Indian. The I don’t mean the scientific liistories and arrango- 

loujon is a sort of chair — a seat set on tM'o pole#-and I meats of the learned, and all the technicalities of the 

carried by two men palkee fasliion. I wonder these ^trade of knowledge iii its tjiousaud departments ; 


carried by two men palkee fasliion. I won 
Botanic Gardens are not mori) resorted to.? At this I finly moan the contemplation of the wonders by 
time of year a sauiitet here is charming, a delightful which wc are surrounded, tlie oji^ning of our eyes to 
cliarige from that eternal Cour,se ; and the crossing is sec. and of our oars to hear, and of our tongues to of 
so easy, so quick an ojicration, as to be more an agree- the subjects of intiTcst we untliiukingly live amongst, 
able variety tlum an impeHliment. The shortness of to which the attention of the young is too seldom 
the ovenings must* be the' real drawback^ darkness directed, and the ovei'-labouring lives of the more 
falling down so suddenly, that the return might be advanced in age. prevents their turning their minds. A 
inconvenient. People do occfisionRlly make pic-nic fan-shaiied plant of some size attracted me, composed 
parti(\s here in the cool weather. Of coui'jje we could of long reedy leaves all diverging from a centre. These 
not the whole, nor even tlie Jialf qf these extensive leaves are the treasures of tlie desert, for they contain 
grounds on this our first visit : they extend for three imre water, elaborated mtliin the plant itself, not drawn 
miles down the river : I am not certain of their average from any reservoir for preserving the dew* or rain, 
breiulth. As much variety as was possible to eflect Break a puncture of one of these long leave.s, and the 
on such a deail level has been (contrived, the wocwling pure element readily flows. It has lieen often analysed, 


being luhnirably managed bf hide or to increase the 
licanty of the Ilungly. 


and not a particle of veget«able or any other matter has 
ever liecn found in it. Then we came to the pitcher- 


\Ve enUTcd through a plantation of young teak, plant, named frtvn the form of its flower, which has a 
ma< le for scientific x>”n^8e8 merely, as it is not real lid opening to receive all moisture, and closing on the 
a tree suited to the t^ii or climate, or ever suiqioscd precious drops ; then to a shrub with curious leaves all 
to reaidi its proper |KTfeidion on this side of litdia. doubled up, sown together actually, with threads drawn 
Wo next cjuno upon some fine lissixis — a graceful from'a neighbifuring cotton hush by the long 
trtH.\ and very thriving. Beyond was a plot of little bird, wliieli thus forms its p^qty nest. I could go 
sugar-i aTies; and then we approachid* Dr Wnllick’s on for nn hour describing Al vro saiv. This wa.s a 
liouse, surrounded by shrubbery, ami liKiking on the morning of thorough enjoyment to bpth ‘ ■----thi 

ri ver. Very fmv floweos will fiouxisla hcKudiouts ; but Deceij^hcr — The preparations for the voyage are 
to maili^. amends, the flowtisring shrubs of exceciling rapidly advancing, and disappointments in their progx^ss 
beauty, and in great profusion and variety. We w^eat b<|pA soristuly to annoy us, for the time of departure has 
on to the nursery to see, amongst other things, sey»rai^ been fixed for to-morrow' week. Wo are a little hurried, 
boxes of plants packed ready foy England, going nome boeauso poor Helen has consented to part with her 
in tlie same ship with the sick part ner. Tliey are wry children, and there is a good deal to he done for them, 
^geuiously shaped like an ordinari^ cottage, with panes To retaiil us, wo have had a ISIussulman holiday, when 
of glass in the roof and si<%8. They water the plants no work could be got from that sect. A Hindoo ditto 
well when they set them in the cilkth Within; and 1 ^tto. The diijio is quite belund-hond alter all sorts 
suppose a sufljcicnt i^uaii^ty of air is contained, for no of promises, and the dliobee is just as bad. Mary is 
car© is taken of tliem during tli© vo;y^age, and they not nearly ready, mid she has a great deal to do that 
generally arrive in good pri^servarion, A mali^any- no one jlse can dolor herrr-bills to pay, ifiany oMliem, 
tree was pointed out to nio as a fine specimen— so fine, not CQw in ;Nischarge^ to ^te fbr all the servants ; 
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be 1ll^*^her quicki^ of obsettatipn, her kin^noss of 
heait, her easy cheerful Irish maimer, mako up for 
her indolence in business matters, and render her most 
agre^ble as a compafldon. • ^ 

[ COirmTION OF THE HUAUILEST CLASS OF LAKOUREHS. 

As things now stand, it ci^not be doulbted that the daily 
corporeal laboui^hich is the lot of this class of men sup- 
plies that kind of occupation which is most suited to their 
capacity, and which is, consequently, m«*e productive of 
happiDess than any other would be. I even question if 
the diminution of the period of daily labour, when exces- 
sive, as in many cases it doubtless is, would add to their 
happ^ast. Unable for the most jmrt to^read books of 
snstraction or amusement with understanding or profit ; 
igueiant of all the sciences even in their very rudiments ; 
Ua instructed in any art that has relation to the higher 
faculties'; with the imagination, and the fancy, and all the 
other ministers of taste unawakened from tftcir sleep ; 
unacqumnted even with most of the little arts having 
relation to their own domestic state ; nay, unskilled in 
the very games which might innocently fill up a vacant 
houiT-whut could they do with more leisure ? Alas, 1 
fear*we have an answer in what w'e all see around us 
in the proceedings which too generally characterise the 
haunts most frequented by them during the intervals of 
their weekly labour by day ; in their evenings ; and even 
in their Sundays and other holidays ! Is such a state of 
things as this to iMt for ever t Is it even to last long ! 

I l^Ue^'e not; owiainly not long, according to the mea- 
sure by which we mete out time in relation to momentous 
changes in man’s condition on earth ; once faitly assailed,^ 
it must gradually vanish before that proffrcsn which has 
never yet ceased, in wrae degree or other, to aniitiate and 
adimnce the race, and which, like material bodies in 
iiiouon, will gain force as it proceeos. When this jjcriod 
arrives, labour will then take its just place and degree 
among the acknowledged elements of happiness; and 
the business of the world will be carried on, even in its 
lowest forms, not by unthinking, unreasoning, unenjoying 
machines in human form, hut by men worthy of the name, 
men with minds as capable of labour as their bodies, and 
having the means and opportunity of exercising the one 
as wwl as the other in that active, earnest, but temperate 
manuea^ i^hich seems to hare been ordained as the best ^ 
manner for man in all his relations. The means whereby 
this happy change is to be brought about, os far as our feeble 
powBW can foresee, seem to lie mainly^ in tbe general cuU 
^ vii^n of men’s minds — in other words, in the imparting 
of lo^owlcdge to all those capable of receiving it.-- From a 
Lcctil/re mMappiiim m itt Felafiotts to Work and Know- 
isl Jmn Fothet, M. !>., Fkpkian to her Majesty^s 
Motu^ioid* London: Smith, I'^ldcr, & Co. Id50. ^ 

THE HtACK ART OF AriHCA. 

is the insect most to be 
account of its severe bite, but 
b^^'xTIw so dA^ructive to live stock as well as dead, 
and so to get When once th^ bate found 

ihiur way iu!U> yptir li(mtso, or any other part of^ymr 
premises. They are mueh than o«r* full-si Ad | 

cn[HUct; have strong, lar^ front forceps, which inliict a 
ierore pinch : and are tCiy |>owcrful in iheir bodily 
Artlohs, as well as fydft ip ;*heir moTemcAs, They are 
Icrvieeable in that is, in elesriiig your 


^ Wdjll nqtTeave i Testige. Only, when you receive a 
ym 'lofldfrv^ivoU: to, ybur poultiy, 
liythliig you may hat4 of a oo^fuable 
them t# Odme pl^e of^urity, 
tb gnikrrupt 4iem in their 


marehi or in anyway interfere irtth their^ but allow 
them free In^ss and egress, sunbrtng them to depart 
when they please. For they come' in such armies, that to 
annihilate them is Out ox the question, and prudence 
advises, not to provoke them to repri8als.~</’oole;’s Zi/c in 
SierratZeonei 


SONp OF THE NAUTILUS. 

^ FAIRY I am oTthe boundless sea, 

Moie^ltthe thaif my mates of the greenwood tree ; 
it dance on the waves to the incnuaid’s song, 

!^nd ^0 breath of a zephyr bears me along. 

I spread my small sail on the tropical wave, 

Where the fiery sunbeams in ocean bathe ; 

And 1 moor by some isle known only to me — 

An oasis green in that far lone sea. 

In silence I glide in the shadowy night. 

Or rest whj^re a star makes an island of light, 

• Or chtise fiie pale moonbeaiiis that glide on the t»/'*»iy, 
Which still, as 1 follow, seem further away. 

No music’s to me like the dash of the sea, 

No harmony ever so wild and so free ; 

Aqd I steer my light bark witliout compass or helm — 
My oar for my sceptre, the main for my realm. 

E. M. M. 


REASONS FOR KF.r.riNG THE TEKTIl CLEAN. 

At a meeting of the American Academy, December 
a paper Was read by Dr H. J. llow<iitch, on the 
animal unci vegetable parasites iufostin?; the teeth, with 
the effects of differeut agents in causing their removal 
and destruction. Microscopical examinations had been 
made of the matter deposited on the tccih and gums of 
more than forty individuals, selected from all classes of 
society, in every variety of bodily condition; and in nearly 
every «:ase animal and vegetable ])arasites in great nurn> 
bers had been discovered. Of the animal parasites there 
were three or four species, and of t!ic vegetable one or 
two. In fact the only persons whose mouths were found 
to be completely free from them cleansed their teeth four 
times daily, using soan once. One or two oi' tiicsc indi< 
viduals also passed a thread between the teeth to cleanse 
them more effectually. In all cases the number of 
parasites wm grea^ in proportion to the neglect of 
cleanliness. '^,^|Wrect of the application of varitm'i 
agents was also fiollced. Tobat'co juice and smoke did 
not impaiia their vitality in the least. The same wuh 
also true of the chlorine tooth-wash, of pulverised bark, 
of soda, ammonia, and various other popular detergents. 
The application of soap, however, appeared to destrr»y 
them instantly. We may hence infer that this is the 
best and most proper specific for cleansing the teeth. 
In all cases where it lifts been tried, it receives un- 
qualified comineDdation. ' It may aho he pnq>er to add, 
uiat none but the purest white sonp, free from all dis- 
colorations, should be used. — Ameiican Annual oj’ ISckn- 
lifie J^iscovery, t • 
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THE CRYSTAL PALACE. 

‘ Of cwirse you have seen tlie Crystal Pala^ ? * 

I have had that (luestion asked me an indefinite 
nuiulxjr of times — during solemn quadrilles; in de- 
scondmg stnircases at dinner-parties ; amidst tlie dreari- 
ness of mofning calls. It was always answered with a 
savage abrupt ‘ No ! ’ I miglit have added — i)erhap8 I 
did sometimes, lK*iiig a very straiglitforward sort of in- 
dividual — that five shillings is a considerable lightener 
of the purse of a poor author to whom a day’s holi- 
day is l‘re(iucntly a day’s loss. So it chanced that I 
had nev( r seen either the inside or outside of the 
Oystal I’alace. 

‘ Come, you slmlf go,’ said a friend who has been to 
me tlie provider of many a harmless recreation — ‘ you 
shall go witli us, under the escort of one of the Execu- 
tive Committee ; so you will Imve everything exph^ne<l, 
and, moreover, there is nothing to pay!* 

'I’his last argument was irresistible. We fraternity 
of the pen think the public, for wbosc pleasure yra 
work evernKm\ owes iis some pjeasures in return ; go 
w(^ never scruple about u ‘ free admission.’ Accordingly 
1 went. Entering Hyde Park by the gate at Apslcy 
House, we drove along the road to the left, and at 
length in a rather slieltered situation, opposite the 
row of mansions ealled Kensington Gore, we came 
ntwn th(‘ (jbjeet of our scareli. The Crystal Palace, 
with iis huge transept, stood before us. 

Evrn now ilie whole iieighbourluKHl is like a fair, 
liefore the entrance — ii very imposing entrance — is 
a throng of carriages, hired eahs, i*onYeiiience8 of all 
sorts. Wei and dreary thougft the day is, numlxTS of 
llmt class the* newspnjiers de.scribe as ‘well-dressed 
sjioctators’ are walking hIkhiI ; some with u wide- 
awake, Bstonied countrj^ look ; |ome glancing with a 
Cockney’s quick eye, that takes all in with the greatest 
j>ossihle celerity — he has no time to lose in sight- 
seeing. Already one or two catalogue-stdiers are 
visible, harbingers of the coming race. <*rhey attack 
with — ‘ Full description of the 03 *stal-rahi(;e, inside 
and out: you’ll wjmt iff sadly, gentftfmen— o/i/y six- 
lH’nce!’*S)ne of these pamphlets — rather a poor allair 
— was of I'oursc purelinsiHl. 

Tlu‘ entrance is in thtr southern extremity of th<» 
transept Here wo had admittiuice, and at a single 
glance able to realise not only < jio vastnoss of the 
. vFucturo., hut Us excecsdiiig B 4 ^ine 8 s; for a| the w hole 
iiiinopy and iniieli of the sides is tnihsparent, there is 
no shadow. We letrl as if in the open wr. Right 
before us, in the transept, are left several lofty t'jiHJs, 
leafless and disconsolate in asxHMJt, waiting to be 
clothed in verdure by the reviving Avtmntli of spring. 


time of otir visit, the wdiole area w^as a scene of 
bus® “^ carpentering was going on in all directions; 
a smith’s forge and bellows were in full action ; and 
wagons laden ^with timber were drawn by teams of 
horses along the centre and still unl>oarded thorough- 
fare. 

‘ Now', when you have admired siifficiently, I will 
l>egin to CKplain,’ said our kindest and most good- 
humoured of ciceroni. ‘ To commence at the floor : 
this boarding, you sen*, is placed three feet above the 
ground, and has interstices l>e tween the jdanks, both 
for ventilation, and in order that the dust may be swept 
through. Fancy tlie dust shaken from tlie feet of our 
myriad visitors ! I should not w’oncler if it filled the 
wiiole three fiet beneath the floor. Next as to the 
iron pillars : they arc all hollow\ Every drop of rain 
that falls on our roof of glass— inclined slightly for 
the purpose — is conveyed at once through them to the 
sewerage lieneath the floor.’ 

‘^ut suppose there came a summer hail-storm?’ 
said w’c, looking at the immense surface of glass, ex- 
posed apparently w'ithout any defence to the fur^> of 
the elements. 

‘It is not supp'osed that hail -storms would injure 
the edifice ; the glazed roof being placed at such an 
angle as will strike off any hail that may fall. 1 con- 
fess I am more afraid of the effects of high gales, 
w'hieh, if striking full on the broad surface prcswited 
to them, might commit serious havoc. Fortunately, 
the edifice is not in a particularly exposed ai^ation. 
But come : let me show' you the wings.’ * 

We went, w'iilking iunidst a multitude of workmen 
and visitors, who were then, for the last w'eek, admitted. 
There must have been thousands of people in the place, 
and yet they onl/si^tnned to meet us at intervals — soli- 
tary groups wandering about. They w'cre mere atoms 
in the vastness of the. Falacc. * 

‘ Tlfl?se are athuirablc siKJcimens of the class of 
lish workmen ! ’ said my cousin, as 3 ve passed^ one after 
another, singly or in twos or threes, the artizaiis whose 
expert hands carried out the plans > of tfie-eiever^r' 
heads in* the •nation. Tliey w'crc all decently -clad, 
horjt‘s^loolmig men, many of them w iUi much intelli- 
in tndir fiu;es. All were busy; scarce one of 
I theii stox>ping to glance ai-pund at us. 

‘Tlicy w'orl#in perfect silence,’ said Mr ; ‘they 

are not allowetl to answer a single question. We give 
them good wages, and have little or no trouble with 
tfieni.’ 

*Yct there are about three thotifand, as I under- 
stand ? What on ilinount of good must be dou^ by 
such a wm % must tnereby bo distributed among 
their claw 1 I'hcre will l>e no 10th of April. Cl|*irtism 
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here — our Exliibiticsn of *61 is better than a revolu- 
tion.’ . * i ‘ a i 

‘And How late do^they work? — what a strange scene 
this must be after dusk ^ said I, taking the piqturesqtfe 
instead of the political side of the question. • I 

^I'or a long time the labour went on by night as wefl| 
as day. I have seen as many as twenty-five hundred 
workmen here, each working by torchlight or fire-light. 
The eflect was indescribably grand.’ 

' ‘It must have been, indeed. But have you no pre- 
cautions against fire?’ • 

‘ As yet, none, except the SerpenHnc close at htnd, 
and extreme care taken to avoid danger. Still it is a 
want, and a great one. A conflagration here would be 
a fearful thing.’ ^ 

We had n6w reached the staircase leading to one of 
the galleries: ‘Tliey somewhat spoil ^lie effect of tlie 
whole, and were not at first intended; until we found the 
space applied for by exhibitors increase so enonnously. 
We then erected these two galleries, extending, one on 
either side, down the whole length of Jlic wings. If 
you walk on to the extreme end you w'lll see how the 
I)erspective of tlie vista dwindles almost into notliing.* 
It did indeed. It was like looking down an immense 
street, as far as the eye could reach. The precise dis- 
tance, Mr told us, was 1851 feet; a whimsical 

memorial of the year in which tlie work was executed. 

* See ! we are perpetually mindful of our trees,* said 
ho, pointing out one 'whose great trunk penetrated 
through tlie gallery, and was encircled by a small 
railing to prevent injury. ‘ Certainly, I think the 
great attraction and novelty of the building is in its 
iittlo forests.- Look ! there are two— one at each end 
of the wings. They will bo inaile into refreshment- 
tents, where the ladies can sit and eat their kes under 
trees.* 

‘ Very acceptable ; and who furnishes rofrcslimcnts ? 
The Commission ?’ « 

‘ No : government couldn’t exa<!tly turn pastrycook 
for the nation. We shall let tlie office to some private 
cou£?ctioner, though under many stringent rules. Wo 
have received several oflers alrea ly — one to the extent 
of ten thousand pounds — but have not decided.’ 

‘ What a delicious place for a public pic-nic \ ’ said 
one of us. ‘A whole family party might come and 
spend a day here, dining in the refreslmient-tent under 
the trees. How very nice !* 

‘ Not exactly, supposing it to be a J uly day, under 
this glass roof. Tlie reflection of heat and light would 
be such ihat we should be first dazzled blind, and then 
broileiT alive. * How will you counteract tliat, Mr 

‘ There will bo matting spread over the roof. And, 
then, only look at the contrivances tor ventilation ! ’ 
These were large zinc plates, arranged something like 
the ventilators used in windows, or at the tops of rail- 
way carriages. One series of them admitted fresh air 
contumely, the other emitted the foul atmosphere. 
Nn^ ng could be more perfect. We 'walked albng to 
the further end of^he gallery, admiring the extreme 
regularit/ of its every portion, down to the graceful 
iissmJAUigiifi^ protected the edge. And being 

now nearer to the roof, we could see tha| wlmt at first 
seemed flat, was in fact raised in vandyked furrows. 
The infinitude fif panes of glass was perfectly be^ljer- 
ing. So was the boarding of the floor and galleries. T# 
construct them, what pine»forestB must liavc faMen ! 
What numbers of laden ^ps must hav(» brought them 
hitlier I 

‘ They hay% i[iideed,* said Mr . ‘ We have 

received mat^&ds from every portion of the worlfi. 
Still the greatestiand mqst valuable portion of wood 
has coxne-i^m the Baltic. And tl^ most curious thing 
is, tfetat eveiy plank, every kith used, exaAly coire- 
spoiids in sise. They are ajl cut axra fasftoned by 
inadfiiM# ^ as to be precisely similar, fven to a 


hairbreadth of length, or to tfif bored hffic of a nail. 
The best of our macliincry has now ceatod 'working, 
but I can still show you some.* 

He took us to a portiorf of the 'wings where there 
was a steam-engine — more properly, a locomotive 
brou^t to a stand-stiU— in operation, by which several 
most ingenious i^ontrivaUoes were worked. One was a 
machine for cutting the small laths required in the 
iijner part of the roof. Four circular-saws were placed, 
one aUeach conifer of a frame; and the long laths' 
be^g passed over them, were subdivided into exactly 
equal portions. Those Avere afterwards transferred to 
a mjiAine for painting them; or rather they were 
mad^ to paint themselves, being merely passed under 
a framework, in wliich was fixed a succession of 
brushes — the whole operation being the work of two 
seconds. Whole stacks of these ncwJy-paiiited laths 
Avere ranged about, conveying some faint idea of the 
enormous ^pantities required. 

• ‘But this, to my tliinkiiig, is the most curioui?^T?vcn-^ 
tion of all (and every one of them has been invented 
expres&ly for our purposes in this building). Do you 
see that long spout for drainage — not ungraceful in 
shape, is it ? It has a ledge to rest ujion, and nail- 
lioles all boixxl. AVell ; it AV'ont a iiiiTt' log into a 
cylinder, was draAvn slowly through, and came out 
Avhat it is! Wo arc rather clever folk here, arti we 

not ?* and Mi* smiled a gratified smile, JoJin 

Biill was not ashamed of himself! 

‘ There go some Sappers and Miners ! * said my cousin, 
as half-a-dozen of them passed, their red-coats glitter- 
ing among the homely-clad civilian workmen. ‘These 
men have been very ustdul. All our surveying and 
planning lias been done by tliem.’ 

At this moment our attention Avas drawn to Mr 
Paxton, the magician of this Aladdin’s palace. Neiir 
him ctood Owen Jones, Avho, as evi'ryhody knows, has 
become the decorator of the structure. A discussion 
AA'as goin^ forward respecting tlie colouring of the 
pillars and the iroii interhieings of the roof. St‘vcral 
parts wenj painted cliyersely as examplcB ; and avo all 
agit^ed that the happiest anti least - staring combina- 
tions were — buff, light blue, and white. There camiot 
l»e a doubt that llie colouring will vfistly inqirove the ! 
effect ; and ilio world ought to be much obliged to Mr 
Jones for tlio;&te he has brouglit to l>car ou the 
Ciystal IJilace. 

‘ I tliiiiK you have now seen all I can sIioav you,’ oli- 
serAX‘d our kind conductor, rh avo paused once more at 
the entrance of the transept in a state of eon.si<lcral)le 
iiitiguo. Yet we had only traversed the length of one 
gallery, and never Ikxu to the end of the building at 
all, 

‘Ileally this will be an aAvful Kxhihition to visit ! AVo 
ladies can never aecomiilish it, unless you establish 
some means of hxiomotion — goat-carriages, or a little 
line of railway laid altmg the principal aisles ! * 

Mr laugliingly shook liis head. ‘ No, my good 

madam, you must really be obliged to walk — a little 
every day, and the more days you take to see it, the 
better for th» Exhibition, you know. However, wc shall 
publish a map,, so as to guide the public through this 
labyrintlf to the^iortioii thcy«may individually Avish to 
examine.* ' ^ 

* But, oh — the walking! Couldn’t you provide us 
with some harmless locomotive — a velocipede, for 
in&ance?* , 

•Our Executive friend could not resist a fit of laughter. 
‘That reminds said he, ‘ of a comical incident 
wluch is immortalised jn our business memoranda. 
Wlien we roquesObd contributions from different towns 
of various ^ciinens of msnufactures or inventions to 
he (^ibitod here, the Dover people, after long delibera- 
tioif decided that the only thing they hail to send was 
— a velocipede! It was the latest invention — twenty 
yealn back. The to^n had produced nothing since ! * 
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W<i all laughed h^^rtily at the expense of poor old 
Dover; and my wicked cousin proposed that govern- 
ment should accept the contribution, on condition that 
the mayor of Dover shouW ride through the Exhibition : 
on his velocipede I 

‘ But that is notliing to the eccentric data have ; 

on our books,' Mr continued, j ‘ We keep an 

account of the greatest number of every article re- 
ceived. What do you think heads the list? Patchwork 
counterpanes 1 * -i • % 

‘ Great honour to our English fingers too ! WiJ are 
quite proud of our sex,’ the ladies answered ; and then 
we inquired concerning the foreign corrcspond^^ice that 
the Commission must liavc on hand. * 

‘ It is of course enonnous. Some incidents of it are, 
as niigJit bo (expected, amusing in the extreme. We 
get tlio oddest applications sometimes, chiefly from 
iil)road : they come couched in every language under 
heaven. We liavo several interpretcyu^ijjy^nany clerks, 
we keep in durance there.’ * 

lie showed us a line of wooden erections like sentry- 
boxes, but enclosed, and liglited only from‘ above. 

‘ There they work, and cannot B(‘e anything of what is 
going on. A (“apital j)lan, is it not ? And there, said 
he, re-entering the hall, which wt now saw was flanked 
on ('ither side by \ariou.s eommodious apartments — 

‘ there is th(i Board-room of the Iloyal Commission, and 
also our own Board-room. You nuisi, liowever, con- 
tent yourself with an outside view of both, as herej^ny 
influ- nee clr)sos.’ 

It had indeed been a most kindl}' and instructive 
influence, and given us iiitinite i)li-‘asure. As wc stood 
once more at tVic entraiu'e-hall, and looked down the 
nuiguificreiit vi.sta, we thought what a world-renowned 
siglit it would be next Miiy! And somebody said — 
(you may be sure it was a woman!) — that our Queen 

1 ought th(Mi to )h* the happiest lady alive: happ^% not 
: only in her kingdom and people — the only ]>eopio in 
j the worhl wlut could succeed in such a work ns this — 
but ill lier own royal spouse, perhaps the sole prince 
in JCiirojK^ who could have planned and guided it. 

‘You may say good-by to tfie Crystal Pahice: the 
public cjuinot be lulmitted again until May'-day,’ was 

Mr ’s adieu. * But, then, it will bo ,^omcthing 

worth looking at, 1 suspect.’ 

— — ■ 

and with half-closed eyes, like vultures reposing after 

repast. Thqiy were rude links between the^et unsub- 
|dued tribes and the half-savage pioneers of the white 
[men. 

As soon as the canoe touched the edge of the wharf, 
the tlireo men disembarked, and directed their steps 
towards a tavern. By their tall statpre, pale com- 
plexion, and long black hair, they were at once recog- 
nised as Canadians, and were soon surrounded by an 
inquisitive cr?}wd, eager to impart or receive news, 
^j^e thronged tile har-rooiii, wliile others blocked up 
tho doorway ; ai^l before many minutes had ptissed, it 
was known till over the whvf that the three voyageurs 
were a father and his two sons, forced by the introduc- 
tion of steamboats on the waters of the Mississippi to 
i^Uulon their occupation as cruisers or raftsmen, and 
had therefore come to squat in the, .forest, some 
fifty or sixty miles from the village, beyond the re- 
motest habitations. 

Wliile this very important in a locality to 

which there came but little, ivas circulating, the Cana- 
dians clinked glasses, and drank wdth every one who 
offered thdm rum ; so that by the time tlicj^ thought of 
resuming their course, tlieir heavy quiet look liad given 
place to one of animation. 

* Father,* at last said the eldest, stretching his long 
and brawny arms, ‘let us go. The air of the river is 
better for us tliaii that of tins tavern, where my head 
begins to turn round.’ 

‘In our time,’ replied the senior, speaking to tlie 
old Creoles who stood near, yellowed by the sun and 
whitened by age — ‘ in our time it took more thap that 
to dim the eye of a St LawrenctJ voyageur and rising 
•from his seat he, with his two .sons, faithful to their 
oil habit, marcbed in single file down to the boat. 

As they approached, an Indian, was examining the 
cuinoc with great attention. The Canadians had p^ked 
their long rifles, their axes, powder-horns, and utensils, 
securely between the seats. Such a disiilay of wealtli 
bewildered the savage : his weapon was nothing hut a 
patched fowling-piece, full twenty years old ; and he 
stood leaning from tlie wliarf, gazing on the precious 
objects with that intensity of conteniplatiou not to be 
realised by civilised men. 

‘Take care,’ cried the youngest of the threx^; ‘make 
room for us to get on board.’ As he sjxike, Iffs elder 
brother, who was close behind, juished the Indian 
rudely with a blow on the slioukk*r. The Bed Skin 
lost his balance ; a mingled cry of alarm and anger 
broke from him ; and to avoid falling flat on the water, 
he plunged ifi head foremost. His dog leaped after 
him, as though to seek his master at tlio bottom. A 
few moments later, the savage reappeared on the bank, 
soiledpwith mud, while the water streaming acrossjj^e., 
red and blue paint on his fact^ made a grotesque 
chequerw'ork of the colourefl stripes. HiO dripping 
plight excited a general burst of laughter, ^ 
yelled idth (Relight; the boys threw stones; and the 
curs of '\ho village, barlfing furiousl}^, rushed to tlie 
attack, Indian and his dog were compelled to a 

ishmeftil flight, and disappeared in the forest, which 
at y Bhort ^stance surroimded the village. On the 
summit of an eminence overlooking the river, the 
native patted his dog, and dried himself by rolling in 
the thick grass. Presently he saw the canoe at a 
distance up the stream, and while he gazed it passed 
slowly from his sight behind the overhanging trees. 
After the first burst of merriment had subsided, there 
were soxn^ in the vidagq|Who shrugg^ their shouSders 
and blanJed tlv> Canadian. 

Meant^e the voyageufs, excited by their liba^ons of 

-> 

THE BEAK-SKIK . 

Oni: day early in the year 182 -, the inhal»itant.s of 
N — . the iiio.st westerly village on lied Uiver, saw a 
large canoe ascending the stream. It contained three 
men. who rowed as those accustomed to long voyages 
on the rivers, striking the wnlcr in time and mca.sure 
v ith their short paddles, and steeruig straight fr *ai 
one ptdiit to another without following the capricious 
windings of tlie shore., ’riie siyi had just risen, and 
the landscape tvas covered with the gay verdure, of 
spring, which so rapidly withers under the scorching 
sun of summer. On that morning a greater number 
than usual of the population were assembled on the 
wharf; the letters and newspapers hrougljt by the 
jiost the evening before* were being ^stributed ; and 
the planters of the neighbourhood, seated on wooden 
benches in front of their stores, under the shade of 
flowering acacias, chattotl with one another while 
smoking their cigars. Groups ot^ negroes were unload- 
ing the heavy wagons, which thre^ or four yoke of 
oxen had dragged from the interior of Mepco, and, as 
usual, accompanying their labour wifft shouts and cries, 
as though in torment. Here and there were to be seen 
a few Indianii who had come in to sell the prodr»c of 
their hunting, and now that the market was over, Uiey 
lay lazily crouched in the shadow of the houBOS, alien t, 
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nun, rowed with redoubled vigour, ns though com- 
peting for a prize at a regattii. notation af^r 
plantation* was passed in the swift course, as they 
went farther and farther* to the west. In time, how-^ 
ever, they felt hungry; and as they pulled towanis aT 
wooded island, intending to cook their slices of dried' 
meat tinder the shade of the trees, a voice cried from 
the shore, ‘ Capoe, ahoy ! ’ 

At tins unexpected salute tlie rou'crs raised their 
heads, remaining motionless with the paddles in their 
hands. * 

■ ‘Is tliat you, Pere Eaustin?’ agujiii calkxl the siijpe 
voice. A 

Hearing liimself accosted by njime,ithe ohl Canauian 
leaned forward in the diiiiction of the spt^akcr. His 
sons pointed chit to him a planter seated at the edge* of 
the water with a telescope in ins haij^d, and making 
signs to them to approach. On nearing the shore 
Faustin recognised an old coinpimion, a trader from 
the low country, with whom he had often navigated. 
Such met^tings were not extraordinary at a time when 
the Frencli Creoles wen? gradually 8pr??adiiig tliem- 
selves over the fertile soil of the upper regions. Tlic 
planter welcomed the new -cornel's with cordial shakes 
of the hand, and invited them to repose a wliilc at his 
dwelling. In tlic centre of his extensive e^tate stood 
the wooden house roofed with cypress shingles, from 
whicli a walk led to the river, w here, at the landing- 
place, lay moored an assemblage of canoc^a and large 
flat-bottomed boats used for tlie transport of cotton; 
and near by the negro lints w'cre grouped under shelter 
I of plane-trees and sycumores. 

Faustin turned a deaf ear to the persuasions of the 
planter, wbo oflered liiiii a iKirtion of Ids land : the 
Canadian had made uj) his min'l to a life in the free 
wild Jorest, and waa not to ho turned from Ids purpose. 
I^resently a dinner of venison-steaks smoked before 
them; and drawing their knives from their sheaths,, 
the three Canadians sat down to the repast. So nnjeh 
was their attention absorbed by eating, that not one 
spoke or lifted his eyes from the plate — gn^atly to the 
a-sttS^ishment of the young negro attendants, to whom 
the rapid disapxiearancc of the viands was a novelty. 
Towards the close of the meal, the daughter of the 
planter entered, and at a sign from her father, 
brought a flask of clierry brandy, 'wldch she placed 
before the guests. Observing their rude manners, she 
endeavourwi, partly out of curiosity and s[>ortivenes8, 
to draw a few w'ords from them, and asked if they wxtc 
going far,? 

‘ That depends,’ replied the old man, * on wdierc the 
plantations end. We are for the fonjst, w'e are.’ 

‘ It seems you have deer alxait lierc 'i ' said Antoine, 
the elder son, abruptly thrusting to the centre of the 
table the dish from which he had just taken the last 
slice of venison. ‘ Are there bears idso ?* 

‘Bears?’ reidicd the young girl, crossing her arms 
and assuming a tone at once demure and ironical — 
‘bear s ? Some pass by now and then.’ , i 

.""'fhe point of this response was quite lost on the tall 
youth to Avhom it %'as uidressed. After a moment, 
JtlgjjjJanter^newed his offer of land, and drew a 
picture oil 'lire on% plantation; on hearing which the 
old Canadian tosseii his head, Antoine cAirlcd his lip, 
and Etienne, the youngest, bcuit down liis eyes, « % 

The planter understood the refusal, aftef the tlfl’cc!|> 
rose to depart. They were soon on the river a^in, 
and after rowing till nightfall, eneanipej on the l3ink. 
Tlie nM day tlitiy resiimed their route: one after 
auo^r the plantations liad been left behind ; the 
alli^tors began to show themselves more frequent og 
tl^ shores ; the troops of turkeys strutting about 
the trees scarcely heeded tlie noise of the : 


4^8 ; and large flights of pairots filled the air 
^ their discordant cries, ^t tkesf^ndiAtions of 
^ess distuiAlBd solitude tht voyageurs kf:w that tohlscliiu. 


their journey drew to n closij; they limdcd, and 
crossing the flat alluvial plain which borders the 
stream, selected a hill covered with sassafras as the 
site of their habitation. It w^as half way between 
Red River and the Sabine; a little turbulent w^ater 
. which ‘separates Ix)uisiana from Texas, Their * log- 
housa w^as speedily raised, and when completed the 
isolated family rejoiced in their freedom ; as the father 
said, ‘ they had elbow-room for hunting.* 

^riie cjjage indeed wa.s their sole pleasure; cultivation 
of the ground, except for a small crop of maize and a 
few plants of tobacco, formed no part of their pursuits. 
Yet wdtii all their love of solitude, the voyageurs were ! 
not iirociisible to the attraction of pleasures of another ! 
sort. Etienne could phiy on the violin, and before 
long he had found lii.s way to a Creole village at a few 
miles’ distance, wliere he w’^as always welcome, and 
became the hero of all the merry-makings. When 
he ap{>earo(|. was ahandoned, and even the 

siesta was ilftlxrujited for a country-dance. ^ 
These recreations were not at all to Antoine’s tSs'te : 
he w'as fascinated by a hunter’s life. The young girls 
of tlie village were astonished that he never left the 
forest to join in their pastimes. Some set him down 
a.s pfoud and sulky, others declared liiin to be jealous 
of his brother’s triiiini>li.s. 

‘Mon gar(;on,’ said Ids father nt times, ‘you do wrong 
to play tin; suvage. By and by, when you want to 
ni.-yry, you will repent of it. Look at Etienne — all 
the girls are over head and ears in love with hiin.‘ 
Antoine made no answ'cr, and continued to hunt as 
heretofore. 

Shortly afterw'ards they were obliged to take a trip 

to K , to repleidsh their exhau.sted stores ; the eve 

of the departure, Antoine killed a huek, and placLnl it 
in the canoe. ‘It is for the planter and Id.s daughter,’ 
he .sajjl aloud as he wrapped the animal in jadm-leavos; 
‘they recoivoil us kindly at our arrival, and we cannot 
pas.s by their dcjor without sto]>ping to thunk lliein.’ | 
‘Well thought of, my hoy!’ njoined tlie old man. 
‘Ah, tliey are brave’ people, generous, willing to oldige. i 
Fonnerl}', that was the way travellers wnix received | 
all along the rivers; hut now — one flnds none but I 
Yaiikws, and they give nothing fur nothing, not even j 
a glass of*water.’ | 

The jiniseiit #^ganie w'as duly accepted ; the tliree i 
; voyageurs prefiared iinmc‘diale!y to continue their j 
route, in«order to show that their visit was disin- ! 
terestesl. ’Jiie planteJT, to assure liimst'lf of a pro- 
longed visit /)n their return, ])roposed to retain I 
Antoine as a hostage, supporting h'm argument wiili 
tlic inforniation that the pigeons were arriving in 
countless nuratiers froi^ tlie north, and the lakes 
were covered with dneks. 

* Antoine is a gruKl marksman,’ he added ; *I should 
like to commence my winter shooting in hi.s comjiany ; 
so leave him with me.’ 

‘^grewl,’ replied Ftlustin, aSd pushed ofl’ from the 
shore, on which hi.s dflcst son remained standing like 
a bird caught in a trap. 

‘ Now, Monsieur Antoine, you are our prisoner,’ said 
Marie gaily ;* ‘ the canoe is really gone ; so take my 
advice, ai^l come in to dinner.* 

’llic next iporiftng the planfe.r wjfs early a-foot, rifle 
on shoulder; Antoine, accoutrtid as a scoul, wiili 
bullock’e-horn powder-flask slung at Ids side, deer-skin 
gailprs, and short frock of gray flannel, was w^ailing 
for him in the yard.* ’liicy were already on the way, 
an& planning their proceedings, when Marie, inounti'd 
on a small black Mexican liorse, came up at a gallop. 

‘Ell, papa,* called, ‘wait for mo. I wish to 
make one of the party. Go where you will I shall 
follow you]*' 

‘4n that case, good-by to hunting T murmured 
Antoine, as he leant on the long rifle, miicJi readied 
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* Shall I»be in th^way, then, Moneieur Antoine?* 
asked the young .girl. 

‘ I don’t say that,’ replied the tall Canadian ; * we can 
take a walk round the cdtton -Helds, along the beaten 
patlis, where we shall perhaps get a few snakes and 
sparrows.’ » 

After some further remarks, Marie gave uft her 
intention, and with her father’s asstmt set off for a 
gallop through the forest. The autumn drew to a 
close; the October rains had fiHed the ,lajce.s iftid 
ponds ; in which the caimans, about to fall into their 
winter sleep, came to the surfat;e from time to Tune 
to breatlie the mild air of the last warm dnjij^ of the 
season. The trees were dyed with gorgeous* tints, 
such as can be seen only in American w'oods at the 
fall of the year ; and the maiden sped onwards under 
their darksome shadow, regardless of fear. After 
riding several miles, she perceived that the region 
became more rugged and wild, and sought to retnu;c 
her s^eps. It is not easy to lincrtffSW^way in tke 
: she wandered some time witbont being able 
to extri(;atc herself from the thickets which,' so pic- 
turesque shortly befort*, now began to frighten her. 

In this perplexity the young girl sloml still, alarmed 
and trembling, listening anxiously, hoping and tbuiing 
at tlu* same time to hear some noise; then again she 
put llie pony in motion, at iirst at a walk, and presently 
at full galloj). The rejjort of tirearms at a distance 
indicated the quarter in whieli she would find tlie 
hunters. After a quarter of an hour’s sharp ruling, 
she discovered a broad lake, fenced in by thorny 
luLshea, and covered with reeds. Clouds of ducks 
were settling in all direelions upon tlie water, from 
whieli, a moment afier, a rifle shot made tlicm rise 

1 and wheel in alarm in the air, first on one side then 
j on the other, as tlie sjiortsinen fired alternately from 
j either shore cd' tlie lake. Antoine was standing up to 

I his kiurs in the water, loading and firing wJTli the 
; i»ersev<‘niii(‘e of a soldier in front of tlie enemy. Marie 

• j watelied liim for a few moments, wliile recovering from 
!' her alarm ; at length, advancing frhm heliind the Imsh, 
h she si>oke in a faint voice — ‘ ^Vonsieur Antoine, where 
j 1 is my father ? ’ 

I I ‘ Yonder, at the other side : don’t you hear his 

1 j double-barrel sounding like a cracker?’ replittl Antoine, 

! i as he again aimed at the ducks. 

1 Marie had lost all her courage • ^ I have missed my 
' way,' she rejoined, *and dare venture no farfjicr by my- 
self. Pray lead me to my lather. J am frightened in this 
forest, and want to join my fatlier. J lun .so tired that 
; if yon will not go witli me, I cannot go a .step farther.* 

' 'I'lie impassible (’anadian uneockod Ids rifle, and 

! atiiiroacliing the young Creole said, ‘This way : come!’ 

and stepix'd Inistily forwards.^ 
ji ‘Wait a moment,’ cried ^larie ; ‘not so fast — my 

; head swims! Oh, mon Dieu! — 1 can’t see; I shall 
fall.’ 

* Seat yourself licriV answe1*ed Antoine, as.si.sting 

her to dismount: ‘hen*, umler the tree. ’Tis only a 
little Aveakness caiistnl hy four hurry aiul alarm. Who 
would have thought you would follow us to the lake? 
Women are always the same: they triTiible before a 
spider, and yet brave real danger.’ Wiily speaking 
thus ho sx»rinkled the ^maiden’s faCfc with Avater, and 
conteirqdaUxl her with ' much solicitude," Me Avas on 
ids knees in front of lier, gazing so fixeilly that the^ 
passage of a deer would lu^t liave diverted his a^u ii- 
tion ; hut as soon as Marie op(*iwd her eyes, he .started 
to his tVx^t with the words, ‘& 0 Av, mademoiselle, let* us 
go to your father.’ % 

He took the bridle, and Iq^l the Ai'ay, treading doAvn 
the uhtftucles in Iris route Avith tlfb step of a giant. 
After skirting the lake for some time, he pbiced him- 
self Iwhind the pony. ‘ Wliat, Marie, you byre ? ’ 
exclaimed Inc jdanter on seeing his daughter. 

‘ Oh, father, I d(*scrve your ^reproof,’ she replied, 

‘but first thank Monsieur Antoine: to guide me he 
Mt the best station a’ hunter could have chosen ;’ and 
A^iile she narrated to her parent what had ^lassed, the 
^!auadian, greatly embarrassed, busied himself with 
Ithe lock of his rifle. Presently when they preiiarcd 
to return homewards, Marie could not refrain from 
embracing her father, and crying Avitli deep emotion — 

‘ Where should I bo now if I had not found y ou ? ’ 

‘ Lost, lost for ever !* rejoined the planter. * He who 
goes astray in the forest is soon seized with vertigo. 

He Ai'andcrs Icng at hazard, yet scarcely changes his 
pl|ce; he repeat^ liis own footsteps, and hampers 
h^self in a labyrinth from whieli he cannot escape. 
Pawgue disables* liiin, his brain Avhirls, and desiiair 
seizes him at last.’ (% 

The canoe did not return until th« second day: 
Antoine found the time less tedious than he Avould 
l^gy^c believed, ’*and showed no ill-wfill to the young 
Avho.se imprudence had sjAGiled the succtsss of his 
duck shooting. From this time he paid frequent visits 
to his friends ; the idaiiter liked the tjreedom and sim- 
Iilicity of his* manners, and often spoke of liim to his 
daughter as one well able to assist in the management 
of tlie e.state. 

As the season advanced, hcar-li tin ting liecamo a 
favourite ^lastime for the three Canadians. In their 
excursions, liowever, they found gaini^ less abundant 
than formerly : it seemed that an invisible hand was 
at work, yet no one ever crossed their jiatli. ‘ There 
must he an Indian proAvling about tlie neighbourhood,’ 
old Fanstin Avoiild say at times ; ‘ hut Indians are like 
fo.xes, it is of no use to look for them too near the 
hen-roost.* 

‘I’ll wager my name that I find him!’ ansAvered 
Antoine. ‘ I’ll find him before the Aviiiter iwS over, and 

Avc shall see Avliether he or I Avill have to pitch tent 
clseAvhere.’ 

A feAv days later, Antoine, accompanied by his 
brother, set out for the Sabine. They had diseoAXTcd 
tlA; tracks of a huge bear, and as winter had set in, 
the animal liad doubtless withdraAvn to his lair. Tlieir 
AA'ay hiA" througli a marsh to a small elevatiou-i<^iicli 
rose like an island in the muildy soil. As they came 
near, Antoine' signed to his brother to remain still, ! 
Avhilc he craAvletl forward on his liaiuls and knee.s. j 
liising all at once, lie said in alow tone, ‘ Some mischief 
has fallen out here — I see a dead man !’ 

‘Of what colour?’ asked Etienne. ‘PtMiaps it is a 
rumiAA'ay negro avIio dietl there.’ 

‘ No, there is a ilog creeiiing off into the bushes 
Avithoiit harking : it is an Indian’s dog. Tliosfcjinimals 
are as sulky as their masters: tliey don’t bark, hut 
they bite.’ 

The two hrotliers had conic close to the human form, 
which inspired them with a feeling of dread as it lay 
Avithout motiqn. Thrusting tlie hranehes aside, Antoine 
saAv a bottle lying on the ground containing a slnall 
quantity of rum; he showed it to liis hrotluT. ‘I 
uiuk^fstand,’ he said ; ‘ it is some fool of a savage who 
lias hid liimself licre to drink at his ease. After-micli 
a dose he will sUnqi long enough 'nithout Ava^ing.’ 

Etienne softly nnroUed the lx*ar-skin in Aviiich the 
Indian had Avrapjied himself. ‘ Ah,Jia !’ 
hunt is»OA'C/; wc w'ill take the skin, and it is ours 
siye^ enough, since it comes from the hear we were 
tracking, it Avill pay for some of the game which 

this iioacher has robbed us of. Hark liow the felloAv 
snipes 1 Poor simpleton ! after all we do him a favour, 
for he’ll walAi the sooner with the cold. He has two 
blue lines across his chin — ah, I recognise him noAv! 
^’Tis lie Avhom you made take a dive the day avc stopiied 
at the village. I’ll lay a Avager that his dog slunk off 
because he reniGuilicred us.’ 

While he Sjioke, Jlie two brothers, lifting the Indian 
by the |fead heelil) took away the skin. ‘IToav*,’ 

i rcsumeil the ^ refresli his nnimu- 

. . > . - - — - 


» J 
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nition, I shall pour what remains of the rum among ; 
his powder — it jwiU add to its strength.* ^ | 

‘ And I Will Bpil^e his rifle,* rejoined Antoine. | 

He took up the piece, und thrusting a strong thornt*! 
into the touch-hole^ broke it off in such a way os to* 
prevent its being drawn out again. This done, the 1 
two hunters retraced their steps, persuaded that, after 
such a lesson, the Indian would sliift his quarters. 
On reaching home they , gave the skin to their father, 
and thought no more of the adventure. 

In the following spring, violent fevers broke out 
over the whole country. As the fier^ heat of sumt^r 
came on, the inhabitants left the shores of the t£zt 
for the high ground of the interior^j To ad(i to^the 
general alarm, a report waf • spread that the Camanches 
were over-rutming Texas, and advancing to tlio fron- 
tier. The militia were kept under arms, and all who 
were able prepared themselves for the threatened 
invasion^ Faustin and his two sons were on the alert ; 
but the old man, weakened by fever, had lost liis 
ancient courage. Possessed by a vague terror, he 
insisted on leaving the house for a hidiiijf-placc in the 
forest. The young men humoured liini : tlirowing tlie 
bear-skin over his shoulders they departed, Antoine 
going first as a scout, while the old man followed, 
leaning on Etienne’s shoulder. After walking for an 
hour, the elder proposed to Ills father to encamp on 
an island in the river, while he went down to the 
planter’s to leam the state of affairs, and if necessary, 
seek for aid. The canoe was drav n from its place of 
concealment, Faustm and his 3’oungcr son atepi>ed in, 
and a few strokes of the paddles brought them to 
their temporary refuge. ' 

As Antoine turned awajr to commence his journey, 
a sudden cry, a sinister whoop, arrested his steps. lie 
listened: it was repeated. Rifle in hand he plunged 
into a thicket, and hastened to the spot wliere he had 
last seen the canoe ; but remembering that his father , 
and brother had reached the island, lie again turned 
to his task, and after walking some hours, arrived at 
the planter’s summel residence. Marie smiled as tlie 
I Canaan told his tale, and to reassure him, read a 
letter, from which it appeared that the rumoured 
inroad was no more than a panic, 

* I don’t know whether all is quiet down the river,’ 
answered Antoine, ‘but I do know that I heard an 
Indian yell this morning.’ 

‘Or a frightened screech owl,’ retorted the 3'oung 
Creole ; and begged the Canadian to stay with them 
for a few days. Antoine excused himself on accomit 
of his fiitiier’s illness, and betook himself once more 
to the forest, and cautiously but hastily returned to 
whence he liad set out. 

It was night: a profound silence reigned in the 
slumbering woods. When opposite the islet in the 
river, Antoine gave the signal agr(X‘d on, but no 
answer came. Surprised and alarmed, he searched 
for the canoe : it ivas gone. Probably Etieiinti liad 
reconducted his father to the house. Notwithstaading 
his f&tigue, he ran thither, eager to clear up the painful 
mystery j a* sad spdCtacli awaited him. Nothing of 
was visible except a few half-burnt logs : 

It W Wen destroyed by fire. At the sight of this 
catastrophe, the Caniwilian, overcome with'anxfbty, fell 
on his knees and Wept like a child. What had bet owe 
of those w^hom he sought ? Did they yet life? Instd&d < 
of commencing a pursuit^ which the darkness wo^ld 
render useless while increasing the dangcg, he thought 
it better to Kjtum once more to the planter’s. When 
he stood at the door worn out by his forced marches, 
by hunger and inquietude, Marie was almost startled# 
into a swoon ; while her father seeing tlie Canadian 
hagpkrd and bewildert^d, and his face bathed with tears, 
tfi^Qiwcely less agitated. In^ead| however, ^f prof- 
v^ consolations, he mMe Ant^c ii»o some 
raaeslmieB^ to recruit hia wastid strength. three 


hours,* he added, ‘ we will start on, horseback, with four 
faithful blacks in company, and, please God, wo will 
And the missing ones.’ 

At daybreak they were ouefoot. First they explored 
the vicinity of the devastated cabin, questioning all 
whom tliey met, but no one had seen dr heard anything 
alarming. The fridians had not shovm themselves in 
that quarter more than elSdwhere, and there was not 
a woman or child who had not recovered from the j 
pahic o^;tluj previo«is days. 

* Hut I heard their yells,’ replied Antoine ; * they have 
burnt our hut, and murdered my father.’ The listeners 
shook ti^eir heads, and said to themselves, ‘The tall 
Canadtim has lost his wits I ’ 

While the party continued tlieir search, the elder 
Fnustiu and his son Etienne were retreating liefore an 
enemy, who, for twent^'-four hours, had pursued them 
with frightful whoopings ; uow behind them, then on 
one hand, prese^J^ on the other burst forth the impla- 
cable cries, •jluo lugitives, scarcely cognisant o^^ieir 
route, had traverseil the distance lietweeii lied liiVer 
and the Sabine, the younger supporting the tottering 
steals of his father, who, from the effects of fever, 
shivered under the heavy liear-skin. , At li‘iigth, over- 
comd' by disease and fatigue, the old ,inn]i said with a 
feeble voice — ‘Mon gar^on, do see them? ’ 

‘No, father, but I hear them still !’ 

‘In numlHjrs — are tlieynot? Oh, if Aijtoin(3 were 
Mitb could then set our backs against a tree and 

wait for them with a firm front ! ’ 

‘ Yes, father, they are numerous. WliiOiover ^vt\y 
we go, there we hear them howling : they are seattered 
about the forest in pursuit of tliose who flee as we !’ 

Tlicn the two looked at each other without s]>caking, 
each shocked to see the other’s dejeedion. Tlie tliouglit 
of turning to the settlements for help ntfvcr oeeurred to 
them • t&?y Indievod that, like their om 11. every liut 
^ and liiantation had been pill.'igetl and burnt. Vet they 
were not forgotten: Antoine was making every effort 
for their relief. After searching a loiig time in vain, 

I he at last entertained a painful hope tiiat his father 
and brother would ha\*e taken ut* a position in tlie 
marsh where, some montlis l>efore, tliuy had found the 
sleeping Indian. The difficulties ol‘ the route made 
the joiini^ slow ^d irksome ; at the borders of tin* 
swamp they we|;»^bliged to dismount and leave their 
horses to the negroes. Antoine strode from right to 
left, cxainihing the clumps of rushes, trying tlie depth 
of the shaking mud, eager to And the track. Sudtlenly 
he stood still. . 

‘ Do j'Oii hear tliat ?’ he asked in a low tone to the 
planter, who foUow'ed close Ixdiind. 

The latter listened. ‘-It is the cry of an Indian,’ 
he answered ; ‘ let us e^iill up the blacks.’ 

The hoarse yells were repeated. ‘This wn}*,’ said 
Antoine; ‘they are right u-head of us. (Jhjiere is the 
trail ! Follow — oh mj^poor fattier I ’ 

Tilley hastened towards the sound, which now came 
more distinctly to their ear.^ The Canadian was about 
to fire when the cries ceased, and they heard a noise 
among the leaves, as of a bird suddenly taking iving. 
Antoine crept towards the little mound, which he bad 
not forgotipii ; oli^at once his^rifle fell from his hand, 
and he rushed forwards to a man lying flat and motion- 
less on the grass. This time it was not a sleep'er but 
la corpse — the corpse of his father! A little lioyoud 
lay Kticnne, grasping the roots that projected from the 
soi]^ and seeing to coflccal himself in the bushes. IIc^ 
scarcely breathed, and turned Ids haggard looks on hi.s 
brother, Ivhom ho ifo longer recognised. 

‘ It is I,* whispei^d Antfliue, bringing his mouth close 
to the fUfi^tiye’s ear—* it is I ; don’t l»e afraid. Wlicre 
are they ? ’ 

‘ Hrre,’ answered Etienne, pointing all round, * there, 
everywhere! Father’s dead from fever, hunger, and 
fear ; and I am quite worn out.* 
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* You ar^ not wounded, Etienno ? They did not fire? * 

‘ No, no ; I brougm our rifles as far as tliis. There ' 
they are under the grass. I only saw one — only one ! 

ho who You know, Antoine ? Ho was here just 

now, but I could not stir. He pushed our father’s 
body aside with his foot, Antoine, and carrietl away 
the boar-skin.’ 

The young Canadian survived th'ft incident flut a 
few days. He died with the conviction that the 
Indians had over-run the countrj^ and till his last 
moment ftincied that he still heara tlie tdVrAle cries 
which, during a day and a niglit, had kept him/and 
his father in a state of incessant alarm. So jperisned 
the old voyageur and his son, victims of a rds^ which 
tlieir fears prevented their suspecting. After paying 
the last mournful duties to the dead, Antoine sought 
an asylum at the plantation. Tlio log-house which he 
had helped to build was now destroyed ; besides, the 
forest no longer aflbrded him pleasure — it brought back 
to liis^miud the most painful recollcJWl!^»ii^ He appeared 
to^liave renounced himling altogether, and wandered 
all day uj) and down' the (melosurcs, dressed in his 
Sunday garments, and wearing a band of black crape 
round his gray felt-hat. He remained thus a whole 
month in inaction ; Altirio and her father, respecting 
their guest’s sorrow, spoke to him not oftener than he 
seemed to desire. What wore his plans ? No one 
knew. 

‘Mon ami,’ at length said tlic planter, ‘wlien you 
iirst (’aine to this part of the country 1 offered yfiu a 
part r»f my land. Tainful events have shown that my 
eouiisel might have hecn good. You are now alone in 
tile world — stay witli ns.’ Antoine shook his head. 

‘ Hut wlioro will you go ?’ continued the planter. 

‘ Yonder I ’ answered the Canadian, pointing to the 
west. ‘ I ]nu.st live in tlie woods — 1 sliall die here.’ 

‘Surely you wdll not leave u.s?’ interrupted Marie, 

‘ My failier loves you so well, it would be ungrateful on 
your part.’ ' 

Aiiloine lowered hi.s eyes, wiped away.a tear, and 
looked at the young girl witli an Inexpressible tender- 
ness : then rising, ho said with an altered voice, ‘I 
nuist find liiin — I must revenge them ! ’ He disappeared : 
and from that time was never hoard of again ! 


WHAT A HEALTH COMMITTEE CAN DO. 
Two Eeports lattdy published by the Health Committee 
of tlie Town Council of Liverpool, referring to the year 
show in a very .striking manner tlic improvement 
that can be produced in the sanitary condition of a 
t<)wu that posses.ses a ‘health act,’ and energetic men 
to carry into efleet its provi.iious. In no tovrn in Eng- 
land was there more necessity than in Liverpool for 
tin- adoption of measures to render it healthy. Inquiries 
m:ide some years ago, wlieii puldic attention was first 
fiireihly drawn to the* subject,'* showed tliat wlillq the 
average ago of all persons dying in the huge, over- 
grown, and, it might Ik* suiiposwl, very unhealthy 
mctroi>olis, was 20 A years, tlie averag/j age at death 
in Liveq)Ool, a town not one-sixth the size of London, 
built in a heiiUhy locality, and cxposcKl the fresh 
sea breeze, was only 1 7 years. Again, in Leeds, the 
great smoky manufacturing capital of Yorkshire, J 
out of every 30 of the i)opulation died every yeir^ In 
Bristol, -whose commercial gibatness Liverpool ^ had 
eclipsed, it was 1 in 32; in ‘ever-toiling’ Manchester, 
j 1 in 20 ; and in Liverpool^ T in ^8. Peopte did not 
require to search long to And outathe causes of this. 
Defective sew^erage, the occuimtion of cellars, and the 
excessive density of the population, were very ojjplana- 
tory facts : to many of the worst localities it was found 
that the visits of scavengers weye few and far between ; 


and indeed the cleaning of some courts where human 
beings were densely crowded together, was in a grea^ 
ijAeasuro left ih the action of heavy rain! the town 
^council at length obtained e, ‘health act’ with impor- 
tant provisions ; a staff* of officers, medical, engineering, 
and others, were engaged; and the cleansing of the 
Augean stable began. 

It was liigh time- Scarcely had a beginning been 
made when famine and fever foil hea-vily on Ireland, 
and Liverpool^ was inundated with thousands of sick 
ai^ starving peoj)lo from the sister country. Into 
old unhealthy cellars which the sanitary act had 
cl^ed, the livinji tide of want and disease flowed ; the 
streets were thi’ongcd wi^h gaunt spectres mutely 
imploring assistance ; and many of those who had to 
minister to th® spiritual and bodily wants of the suf- 
caught fever and died. At one time it was 
estimated that there wore a hundred thousand Irish 
paupers, men, women, and children, in the town ! Bad 
as things we?e, they would have been nmcli worse had 
there been no sanitary act and no healtli committee. 
Scarcely line! Liverpool recovered from this sad inflic- 
tion whep it w^as ovcmiii by cholera, whose ravages 
wore doubtless moderated by the measures taken under 
the sanitary act. It may therefore be said, that it was 
not till last year tliat tlio full influoneo of that act 
could be estimated. 

The population is now supiiosed to be 370,000 ; the 
deaths during 1850 wc?re 10,123, or about 1 in every 
301 of the population — a rate of mortality as low as 
that ascertained in 1843 to be the average in Leeds. 
Tlie mortality in Liverpool during the year of the 
cholera was 1 in 21, and it is supposed by the medical 
officer that the decided improvement last year is i;i 
some measure caused by the cholera, ‘which carried 
off many of the inhabitants whose deaths would other- 
wise have swelled the mortality. • But tlie influence of 
th!.s latter cause is loss than might be supposedf^s not 
less than thyct*- fourths of the deaths from cholera 
occurred among persons of middle age, who do not in 
ordinary yenrs furin.sli more than one -third of the 
entire mortality.’ The deaths in 1843 were 17,040; 
and even after deducting the deaths from cholera, the 
number in 1843 was greater by .1824 than in 1850. In 
fat‘.t, at no period of which autlieiitic records have 
been kept, has the mortality of Liverpool, as compared 
with its population, been so low as in 1850. The 
weather may iierhaps have liad some influenc(j on this 
result, for the mean temperature of the atmospliere 
during the year was 43 V degrees, being about one- 
eighth of a degree lower than that of the previous 
three years, and U degn^e below that of 1846. The 
temperature never rose above 8 1 , and never fell below 
24 degrees. The past was a much drier ycai^than 
the previous four, for rain* fell *on 151 days in 1850, 
and the average of the four prece^liug -y,v^iys, jujas 184 
days. * * 

In every largo to-wn some quarters arc^ more healthy 
Aan otlihi^. The districts inhabited by the wealthy, 
wlio can afford spacious houses, with good ventilation 
and facilitiqs lor cleanliness, &c. are always those in 
wliicli the least number of deaths in proportion occur. 
They are the districts for which sanitary bills are 
scarcely necessary : the inhabitants are both able and 
willing to pay due attention to all measures conducive 
to health. It is i>pt, therefore, in the wealthy portions 
of Liy&rpool tliat tifc beneficial results of sBWttn-y* 
measufes are so striking as in the poorer parts of the 
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; town. When tho health act came into force, the num- 
ber pf yearly deaths in the formpr was 1 to every 41 
inhabitantf, and in 1850 the .mortality if as nearly tlfe 
same, or 1 in 42 j but in^ tlie latter, where it was for-| 
naerly, on an average., 1 in 27, and in some years so 
low as 1 in 14 ; it was in 1850, 1 in 30. Tliis is a most 
iintereiiting fact, as it not only proves beyond dispute 
that the moHality of a district may be greatly lessened 
by proper attention to sanitary measures, but shows at 
the sanie time that the Health Committ^ are acting in 
the spirit of all true reformers, by improving upwar^; 
and that a sanitary bill is not, as some x>oople Bupp^:t, 
a ‘ rod in the hands of the ricli,* but i%on the contrtft^y, 

* a staff for the protection of the poor.* 

Of the totalmumber of deaths more tlian lialf (5777) 
were under 15 years of age, wlierca% in the seven 
years ending 1844, the number was nearly two-lhirds. 
The bad prf-eminence acquired by Inveriiool arose 
from the great mortality among its poor and yoimg 
inhabitants ; and these facts show in a strit.ing manner, 
^at, during the last year, no doubt in a great degree 
in consequence of sanitary measures, the poorer dis- 
tricts have become more hoalthi^ and a smaller number 
of the juvenile population have died. Tliere is still, 
however, great room for improvement, as a glance at 
some of the causes of death will show. The number 
of violent deaths, wdiich in many cases arise from 
passion and carelessness, were 401, or l>etw'ecn 4 
and 5 per cent, of the whole. Tliirty-two of these 
were cliildron overlain in bed by their parents ; 8 men 
and 6 w’omcn killed by excessive drinking; 57 per- 
sons were drowmed; 6 accidentally poisoned; and 17 
committed suicide — 12 of whom hung themselves, 3 
took }>oison, 1 cut his throat, and I chose to drown 
himself. There were 2 cases of wulful murder, 11 of 
manslaughter, and 1 of excusable homicide. It is pef- 
haps not too much to#say that Uie greater part of tlic.^e 
lives, ^ud of the remaining number lost by accuh*nt, 
would have been saved by the exercise of greater self- 
control, and more care and attention. Nor is it at all 
unUkely, that of the 152 persons killed aecideii tally in 
Liverpool in 1850, not one w^ould liavc liis life insured, 
so that many must have left families unprovided for, 
who miglit have been placed far above the reacdi of 
want by a timely attention to this paramount duty\ 
There ara few subjects of which the working-classes of 
this country are so regardless as life insurance, and 
yet there is none in which a labouring man with a 
family is so much interested, llie deaths from zymatic, 
or acute contagious diseases, were 2042 (alxmt ouo- 
fourtli of tlic wljole), and included 407 cases of typlius, 
336 of hooping-cough, 227 of measles, 240 of scarlatina, 
112 of 8mall-x>ox, 110 of croup, and 74 of erysipelas. 

Anether fact is well worthy of note — that one in 
every twelves of tho8<^wh« died was a pauper in the 
work house. _Q f the entire population of England ainl 
WfdesTabout one ill every twenty was a pqpper on the 
1 St July 1850. The expense of pauperism in*Inver- 
pool is enormous. Nor, when its proximity te IreftnA 
is considered, is this wonderful. Tlie fevSr of 1847 
and 1848, brought to Liverpool by Irish poor, caustd 
700 orphans and 350 widows to l)e thrawn on the 
parish; and that fever, with the long train of disasters 
whidi followed it, cost the* ratepayers L.70,000. Of 
the deaths, less than half (4229) were females; and 
of the violent^ deaths, more than two- thirds w'ere 
males, is quite in hayraony wdtli otlicr laws 

jfoh to prevail in tjie Proportion ^>f the 
[ twro.iOXi^S. A greater number of boys 4tian « girls 


are horn every year ; but a greater number^ of females 
than of males are always ibuntf in any old settled 
country. The explanation of this apparent incon- 
sistency is found in the fa^;t, that more males than 
females die every year — ansing, doubtless, from the 
greater number of accidents to wdiich tho former arc 
exposed, and the greater amount of severe labour they 
have*to perform. | This law is so well established, that 
several insurance companies charge less for female 
th^n male* lives. 

To rrtufn, howler, to the subject in haml. The 
Kep^^rt to the Health Committee from the In8i)octor 
of Nuisances contains, curiously enough, a return of 
the nu^iAer of cattle slauglitered, and of course eaten 
in Liveriwol during 1850. Nearly a quarter of a 
million (248,903) of four-logged animals met ‘ violent 
deaths ’ for tlie benefit of the people of Liverpool during 
the past year. This would give two animals to every 
throe human beings ; a very fair 8up])ly ns times go 
of butcher classifiention of the qumlrupcds 

wis as follows : — Beasts (oxen, &c.),' 35,299 ; cStlwes, 
17,304; sheep, 103,509; lambs, 11,742; and pigs, 
21,249. This nuinlxT is greater tlian in 1849 by 
15,305 heads of cattle. AVe cannot but regard this 
increase as a sign of increased heaitli, since the healtliy 
alw’ay.s eat more than tlie sick. 

Let ns look at a few* of the nuisances wdiich this 
active officer and liis assistants have to inspect and put 
down. ‘ Everylxxly knows that pixds of stagnant 
wat€r are very imhoaltby. lii 1849, tiie inspector had 
to give notice to the propri(‘tors to remove 731 of such 
pools, and last j'car he had to deal w ith only 277 of 
such cases. Again; in 1849, foul ami offensive water 
from wells, v'cc. liad collected beneath the fl(X)rs of 405 
cellars, to the injury of health, but in 1850 tlie numVxT 
W'as only 150. The total number of notices issued to 
remedy nuisances, to ckan.se unhealthy (hvellings, to 
repair •water-spouts, aiul n'lnedy other miscellaneous 
•defects, w*as 0903 ; ami of the persons to wliom noti(;c 
w'as thus g^yen, only 78 failed to remedy the evil, and 
had to be comi>elled,«by being brought before a magis- 
trate. The iiumlxT of,liuu.ses found in a liithy and ; 
imvidiolesome condition in 1849 wn.s 3003; ami in 
1850, only 2914. The total number of inspeeiions j 
m.'ide of cqurts, and streets, and the houses in them } 
was, during the year, more than 70,000. But : 
even in spite ill this, there are people so p(X)r, ' 
or so wethjj^d to old ways, that they cannot lx* pro- j 
veiitefl from living and sleeping in condemned cellars, j 
and during the year tlie numlxT of such cellars found i 
reoccupied w'us* 1043 ; the inmates of 1200 quietly ! 
vacated them on receiving notice, but against the 1 
remainder it w'a.s necessary to appeal to the Jaw,’ | 

Such facts suggest imAiy rejections. H(*re is a 
great town that has long been notorioiis for unhealtlii- 
ness, so much improvtxi in the course of five years by : 

I the operation of a sanitary bill, whose provisions have i 
I bc5cn carried into force •sometimt-s against the w'ill of } 
those whom it w’as most to benellt, and under pc‘(ni- 
liarly a^lverse circumstHiices, that its rate of inortality 
ha.s been reduced from 1 in 28 to 1 in 30, and ! 
though its population is rapidly increasing, yet the 
number of deaths lias diminishexi. If siicli result.s can 
1x5 produced in n» great inoassire by tlie judicious 
carrying out of the provisions of an act of parliament, 
is it not possible to pnxluce an equally conspicuoim 
Jlnprovement in the moral health of a towMi by pro- 
visio]^ for education?^ Is an ignorant child less a 
nuisfincc than a pool of stagnant water, or is it more 
necessary ^to see that a parent keeps a clean house 
than that he gives odneatijn to his children ? \\k)uld 
•tliercj IxJ more cnieHy in fining a man for not sending 
his boys and ■ girls to school tlian for living in an 
unhealthy cellar ? Society, in whose name all these 
tliings^nre done, is even more intcre.stt*d in tin* moral 
than the pliysical health of its niembers ; and if an 
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act of parUament, '^U framed and administered, can 
diminish tiie number of deaths in Liverpool, why 
should tliere be any hesitation in applying to similar 
force to the promotion of yie education of the people ? 

SCENE AT FONTAINEBLE A’U. 

In tlie autumn of 1804, the court was yit FontaineUlcau. 
Tlie Consukte had but recently merged in the Empire, 
with the consent of all the orders of the state. 'Pie 
senate by a decree had declared th(f First Q)ri%ul to be 
Emperor of the French ; and the people, to whonV the 
question of succession had been deferred, had, by a 
majority of tlir(;e millions to three thousand^ (Jecided 
that the imperial dignity should be hereditary in his 
family. History, as Alison observes wdien recording 
tlie fact, affords no instance of a nation having so 
unanimously taken refuge from the ills of agitation 
and anarchy under the cold shade of despotism. 

A now order of things liaving jil;p;|^Hiced, all, as 
inqy Easily he imagined, was in a state of transfor- 
mation and change in the composition of the court, 
as Avell as in tlie arrangements of tlie imperial liouse- 
hold. Under llie repuhlican regime, a gre.at degree 
of siniiilieity had iire^ ailed in the aiipointments the 
various departments of the slate, as well as in the 
domestic economy of family (drcles : it could not, 
however, be callcHl unpretending ; there Avas a certain 
atrectation in it, .evidi ntly assiuned with a view to 
eontrast, even in minute particulars, tlie systenl of 
the r,*])ul)li(! with that of the old monarchy — the plain- 
ness of the one with the profiisoness of tlie other. But 
this was not fated to last long : it had already been 
giving way under the Consulate, and was now disap- 
l»earing altogether in accordance with the views of tlie 
new inontircii. Titles and dignities were to be re.storcd; 
court formalities and eeremoiiiiils Avere Vieing revived, 
and new ones instituted. The old nobility, sprun;^ from 
the feudal system, and dating, as some of them did, 
from the Crusades, having Ikhu swept avjuiy by the 
PCAMlutiiinary storm, tlieir jihu es Avere to be supplied, 
as sui^porters of tlie throne, by a neAv race of men. 
During thi.s period of transition and change, the 
movement at llie chateau was uru’easing. Arrivals 
ami departures were taking place almost e^erj" hour, 
to Avhi(‘li very different degrees of imjiortunee were 
attached. One arriA'al, lioAVTwer, was spoken of as 
having a more tlian ordinary inte rest : it was that of 
the dignitary who, as it Avas tlien understood, aa’us to 
place the iiiiiierial erown on tlie brow of the ncAv sove- 
reign. * To recall/ observes Alison, Drt ^iapoleon aa’HS 
anxious to do on every occasion the memory of 
Clmrlemagne, the first French J^^m}KTor of the Avest, 
the Tope had l»een invited, ’.*ith an urgency Avhieh it 
u ould not have bei n prudent to resist, to be present 
at the consixrration, and had accordingly crossed the 
Aljis for the juirposo. 

Whatever may have tbocn thcjA iCAvs wliicli originally 
prompted the invitation — Avlicther it was to play a mere 
set^ondary part in a court pageant, or a leading one, 
as the public at llrst supposed — or wliether all sucli 
notions were swept aAvay by some ncAV deluge of ideas, 
as Chfiteaubriaud somowliere says — * It is noAv pretty 
clear that tlie presence vf tla-* poiitilS at thi? ceremony 
AA'as a minor consideration, and that the real motive 
Avas that Avliich came out in tlieir intcrvicAv, as Avill 
apjjcar in tho scHiuel.’ Be this as it may, it was evi-* 
(lent to all that tho Emix^ror aAA;jiited his (xuning *fvith 
iiiiliatience ; and Avlien lik approach was aimouiiccd — 
tliough prepanitions had liceii carefully made for their 
first meeting — the arrangements A*ire such as to giA’^e 
it the air of an mpnfvn, *It wat on tho road at 
some distance from Fontainebleau that tho Eirqieror 
met thcClVipe : the potentate aligl it ed from his horse, 
llie i>(>ntitr from his travelling cluiise, and a ?oach 
being at liniid, as if aiiciden tally, tliey astrended its 


steps at tbo same moment from opposite ^ides, so that 
precedence was neither taken nor given.. How Italian 
Hie artifi(?e I • ' • 

I They had not ridden long, together when Bonaparte, 
quitting the coach, got on horseback, and returned to 
tlie chMcau at a gallop, and witli scarcely an attendant. 
The drum beat to arms, the guard turned out, but 
before they had time to fall in and salute, he had 
alighted, and was mounting the steps of the vestibule. 

It was alAvays so with him ; he gave such vivacity 
to all his movements, such energy to all his actions, 
tli^t speed seemed a necessary condition of his exist- 
ejrie. Still so natural was it to him, that it did not 
weir the sembla^icc of hurry. Scarcely had the beat 
of tlie drum been heard at^the gate, before the clatter 
of his heels resounded in the hall, as .the flash of a 
cannon precedes the report. 

This time, liftwevcr, he seemed fitful and cA^cn agi- 
On entering the saloon, he iiaced it like one 
Avho - waited with impatience. Having ^ken a few 
turns from one end to the other, he moved to a Avindow, 
and began beating a march with his fingers on the 
window-frame. The rolling of a carriage was lioard 
in tlic court, he ceased to lieat, and after a short pause 
stamped on the floor, as if impatient at seeing some- 
tliing doiAe too slowly; then stepping hastily to the 
door, opened it — it was for the Pope. 

Pius VH. entered alone ; Bonaparte closed the door 
after him. Tlie Pope was tall, but stooped someAvhat ; 
Ills countenance, elongated anil salloAv, wore an expres- 
sion of suffering, which seemed to have been induced 
upon a habitual tone of elevation and courtesy. His 
03'es Avere black and large, and on his lips, Avhich Avere 
slightly opened, played a smile indicative at once of 
urbanity and beiievoleiiec. He Aiore on his head a 
AA'hiti* calotte or liead piece, partially covering his hair, 
Avhich was naturally black, but noAV blended with some 
silver loi'ks ; on his shoulders he hail a lianiail, or cape 
*of red velvet, and bis long robe reached to hi.s feet. 
Tkosc who have seen his portrait by Laurence, though 
taken ten or eleven years later, A^ill recognise at once 
the correctness of this description. As he cutqijwl the 
room lie moved slowly, Avith a calm and measured 
step like that of an aged female ; and having taken his 
seat in an arm-idiair, he turiiecl his eyes tOAvards the 
floor, and seemed to Avait forAvliat the other Italian was 
going to say. 

Bonaparte, as all know, iv^as short in stature, being 
below tlie middle lieiglit ; but in all other respects he 
Avas, at the period here referred to, very different 
ill iiersoiial appearance from what he becayie sub- 
sequently. Far from , having that fulness Avliich 
approached to corpulence — that sallow puffiness of 
check which verged on the unhealthy — or that heavi- 
ness of limb, or general obesity, which threatened 
inlirmity — liqwas slender in frame, but firm and Avell 
proportioned ; yet there Avas something which indicated 
premature Avear, by hardship in the field and toil in 
the cabinet ; be was quick and nervous in every 
movement, rapii.1 and almost convulsive in his gestures 
AAdicn excited. Still ho couli^ bc.q^it any time graceful 
in attitude and elegant in iiiamier. Eveli then he 
stooped a little, so that liis shoulderffinelincd foiwanls, 
which {j^ve ^^oincthing of flatness to liis eliest. His 
face was thin and elongated ; but Avhat a forehead I 
eye# What beauty in the contour of his intel- 
livtual vivSago ! In repose, its lialiitual expression was 
reflective and concentrated, Avith a strong tinge of 
melancholy. '• 

Bonaparte ceased not to pace the room after the 
Pope hod entered. After a Avhilc, altering liis curA^e 
liomeAvhat, and liaving taken a turn round the chair, 
as if making a reconnaissance^ he stopped short, anil 
resumed the thread ^of the conversation whicli liad been 
commenced in the carrfiige, and abruptly broken 

‘ I rciieat, ‘^oly fathjr, I am not an esprit foi% 
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nor do I lik^ vord-spinnets or Idea-mongora. I assnro 
yon, that in spite my old republicans I will go to 
mass/ r ' f 

These words ho tossed towards the Pope, as if hei 
were giving him a dash of the incense box ; then paused 
to observe their effect. He seemed to imagine that, 
after the impieties of the republican regime, such an 
avowal ought to produce a decided effect. 

Pius, however, remained unmoved ; he continued as 
before to look steadily downwards, and pressing firmly 
with his hands the eagle-heads that tipj^d the arms of 
his chair, seemed, in thus assuming the fixity of a 


his chair, seemed, in thus assuming the fixity of a 
statue, to say, must submit to listen to nil the pro»t)^ 
tilings which it may please him to sa^ to me/ ( 
SiSjing tliis, Bonaparte tyok a turn round the room, 
and another r^und the chair, which stood in the middle 
of it, appearing but little satisfied with his adversary, 
and stUl less with himself for the tontf of levity with 
which he -had resumed the conversation. He at once 
changed hisi manner, and began to speak more com- 
posedly, still continuing to pace the room. As he 
passed to and fro, he glanced at tlie mirrors whicli 
ornamented the walls^ and reflected tluj grave visage of 
the pontiff, eyeing him now and tlien in profile, never 
in front, to avoid appearing anxious as to tlie impres- 
sion his words may make. • 

‘ One thing I must say, lioly fatlier, hangs heavily 
upon me : it is that you seem to consent to tlie coro- 
nation by constraint, as you did fonnerly to the 
concordat. As you sit there before me, you have 
the air of a martyr, and assume an attitude of resig- 
nation, fl.s if you were making an offering of your 
sorrow's up to Heaven. But surely you are not a 
prisoner; such is not your position in any sense : grand 
Dicu ! you are free as air.' 

Pius smiled, and looked him fall in tlie face. Tie 
seemed to feel how enormous was the exigence of that 
despotic character, which requires — and all such natures 
do the like — not only obedience, hut submission, abso-' 
lute submission, and that, too, w'cnring the air ‘of 
devotion to their will. 

continued Bonaparte with increasing energy, 

* you are free, perfectly free : you may return to Eome; 
the road is open to you ; no one detains you/ 

Pius sighed, slightly raised Ids right hand, and 
looked upwards '^vithout uttering a word ; then slowly 
inclining liis head downwards, seemed to look atten- 
tively at a golden cross which liung from his neck. 
Bonaparte continued speaking, but his steps became 
slow, and at the same time he gave a marked degree 
of mildu^s to his tone, and of courtesy to his expres- 
sion. 

‘ Holy father,* said he, ‘ if the gravity of your cha- 
racter did not forliid me, I would say that you are 
somewhat ungrateful. You do not seem to retain n 
sufficient recollection of the services which Prance has 
rendered to you. If I am not much mistaken the 
Conclave of Venice, which elected you, appeared to 
have taken its inspiration from my Italian campaign, 
ipid from some words which I let fall with regard to 
you. It qannot be ftiid that Austria behaved well to 
you ,* far from it ; and I was really sorry for it. If my 
memdly does no> deceive me, you w'erc obliged to 
return to Rome by sea, as you could not Ifave ventured 
to cross the Austrian territories.’ ^ ^ 

He stopped short, as if waiting for a repl^r from iis 
silent guest. Pius, however, but slightly inclined his 
head, and then sunk back into a sort of gpatby, wflich 
seemed iuconsiisli^ft with even listening ; whilst Bona- 
parte, putting itis foot on the rim of a stool, pushed it 
near the chgir, and thus continued — / It was, 

good a Catholic that such an incident gave 

me pii|^ f m #ough I liave never had time to study 
ktove great confidence An the power of the 
has a prodigious vitality. Voltaire did it 


Silt has a prodigious vitality. Voltaire did it 
in his time, big; 1 shalHet loose upon 


him some unfrocked oratorians : youll he pleased, if I 
mistake not, at the result. Now see, you and I may 
do many things in common by and by, If you wisli it.’ 
Then with an air at once ju^nile and careless, he con- 
tinued — ‘For my part I do not see — ^I am weary of 
conjecUiring— what objection you can have to establish 
your see in Paris, as it formerly was in Avignon. I 
will cede to youltho palace of the Tuileries : I seldom 
occupy it. You will find there your apartments pre- 
pared for you, as rd Monte Cavallo. Ho you not see, 
padre, tfiat Paris is the real capital of the world ? As 
for.kie, I shall do whatever you desire. You will find 
in me more docility than people give mo credit for. 
Provided that war and politics, with their fatigues, be 
left to me, you may settle the church as you please : I 
shall be a soldier at your orders. Ho hut consider 
what effect it would have, and how brilliimt it would 
be, were we to hold our councils as Constantino and 
Charlemagne did in their time! I should merely open 
apd close « ing the keys of tlie world in your 

hands. As with the sword I came, tlie sword I sliowld 
retain, and with it the privilege of bringing it back for 
your benediction after every victory achieved by our 
arms.* And in saying these words ho sligldly bowed. 

Piws, who up to tliat moment had remained motion- 
less as a statue, slowly raiseil his head, smiled pensively, 
and drawing a dec'p sigh, breathed out one by one the 
syllables of the word, ‘ Cofn-iuf -di-an-ie!* 

I Hie word was scarcely half out,- when Bonaparte 
ma3e a bound on the floor like a wounded leopard. A 
towering passion seized him ; he became yellow with 
ire. He hit his lips almost to bleeding as he strode to 
the cud of the room. He no longer paced round in 
circles; he went straight from end to end witliout 
uttering a word, stamping witli liis feet as he swept 
along, and making the room resound as lie stnick the 
floor with Ins spurred lieels. Evciy'thing around him 
seemdfi to vibrate ; the vt ry curtains waved like trees 
in a storm. At length tlu^ pent-up rage found vent, 
and hurst ^ortli like a homb-sliell which explodes ; — 

‘ Comedian, say yofi ? All, ha I I am he that will 
I play you comedies to make you weep like women and 
! children. Comedian, indeed ! But you arc greatly 
i mistaken if you think you can play otf on me, with 
I impunity,* your cool -blooded insolence. Comedian! 

I Where is my the|^e, pray, and what ? ’Tis the world, 

' and the part whlHw I play \fi that of ma.ytor and author ; 
wliilst for actors I have the whole of you — x^opes, kings, 
and iX'Ople ; and the cord by wdiicdi I movt^ you all is — 
fear! Comedian, say you? But he who would dare 
to hiss me or applaud should be made of different stuff 
from you, Signor Chiaramonti! Know' you not well 
that you w ould still lx; merely a poor cure hut for me, 
and that if I did not wesfr a stTious air when I snluti; 
you, France would laugh to scorn yourself and your ! 
tiara? Hireo or four years ago, who would pronoumre 
aloud the name of the founder of your systi'm ? Tra}^, 
then, who would have 8i>okcn of tlie Pope? Comedian, 
eh f Sire, ye take footing ratlier quickly amongst us. 
And 80 , forsooth, you are in ill humour with me Ixicause 
1 am not dolt enough to sign aw'ay the liberties of the 
Gallican chui^h, as Louis MV. did. But I am not to 
be dujxd ixi that fashion. In my grasp I hold you ; by 
a nod I make ypif flit from north to south, from east to 
west, like so many puppets. And now, when it suits 
^me to make-believe that 1 count you for something, 
meiigly Ix'cause you represent nn antiquated idea which 
I wish to revive, you have not the wit to 8(;e my drift, 
or%ffect not to perceive it. Seeing, then, that I must 
speak out my wlwle mind, and put the matter just 
under your nose, m ordee that you may see it — more 
particularly as you seem to think yourself indispensable 
to me, and lift up your head in consequence, as you 
draii# yourself in your old dame’s rolx‘ — Til have you 
to know that such airs do not in the least impose on 
me ; and if you jicrsist in that course, I’ll deal with your 
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robe as Cliftrles Xll^id with that of the grand vizier — 
I’ll rend it for you with a dash of my spur 1 * 

He ceased. Throughout this tirade Pius maintained 
the same immobility of attitude, tho same calm on his 
visage. At its close, however, he just looked up, 
smiled with something of bitterness, and sighud as he 
slowly articulated the word, ‘ Tra-je-di-an-te ! ’ „ 

Bonaparte at that moment was at the further end of 
the room, leaning on the chimney-piece. Suddenly 
starting at the word, and turnings round,, l\js whble 
person seemed to dilate, and his features to oxpan|i as 
passion rose within him. His look becaino fixed,^and 
his eyes flared ; then with the swiftness of an arrow he 
rushed towards the old man, as if witli some fsil pur- 
pose. But he stopped short, snatched from the table a 
porcelain vase, dashed it to pieces against the andirons, 
ami stamped on its fragments as they flew along the 
floor! Tlien pausing for an instant, as if to catch 
breath, he flung himself on a seat imiUtor exhaustion. 
It wovfcld be difficult to say which wffftS^uore awful »- 
Jii.f sudden outburst of rage, or his immobility and 
eik*n(!e after it. 

nil some minutes tlie storm seemed gradually to 
subside, and a ealm to siicc(‘ed. llis look and bearing 
changed ; sometlii?ig of depression seemed to stea’over 
him ; Ilia voice became deep and melancholy, and the 
first syllables nliich he uttered .showed this Proteus 
recalled to himself, ami tamed Viy two words. ‘ Hap- 
less existence!’ he exclaimed; tlien pausing, set-pied 
to muse, and after a while continued — * ’Tis hut too 
true ; comedian or tragedian, all for me is an affair of 
acting and costume; so it has been hitherto, and siudi 
it is likely to continue. TIovv fatiguing and how potty 
it is to pose — always to pose, in profile for this party, 
ill full face for Hint, according to their notions! To 
guess at the iinagininsrs of drivellers, and seem to he 
what they think one ought to be. To study how' to 
place tluMn hetw’ceii hope and fear — dazzle thci^ "with 
the prestige of names and d,islJnicos, of dates and bul- 
letins— be the master of all, and not know»w’hat to do 
witli them ; and after all tins to be’ as wear}^ as 1 am — 
’fis too bad! Tb(‘ moment I sH down’ — be crossed his 
h‘gs, and leaned back in his chair — ‘ennui seizes me. 
To he oldigcd to hunt for three days in yonder forest 
would tlirow me into a mortal languor. Activity is 
to mo a necessity ; I must keep moving myself, and 
make others move, but 111 ho hanged if I know whither. 
You see, then, I disclose my inmost thoughts to you. 
Plans 1 have enough and to spare for the lives of a 
score of emperors. I make one ever^ morning, and 
another every evening; my imagination wuMiries not; 
but before some three or four of my plans could be 
carried out, 1 should Ik! use^ up body and mind : our 
little lamp of life Inirns not long lieforc it begins to 
flicker. And now, to speak with entire frankness, \m 

I sure that tlie world -would be happier even if all my 
plans wore put in exec^ution ? It would certainly be a 
somcw’hat finer thing than it* is, for a magnificent 
uniformity W’ould reign throughout it. 1 am not a 
phiiosoidier ; and in the aflair of common sense, I am 
bound to oivn that the Plorcntlnc secretary Avas a 
moster^to us all. I am no proficient in fhoories: with 
iho reflection precedes decision, and exocutu>|i instantly 
follows : the shortness tfi’ life forbids*^ ns to stand still. 
When I shall have passed away, there will be oom- 
mcvits enough on iny actions to exalt me if I succeed, ^ 
to disparage me if I fail. Paradoxes arc already ^fc - 
they are never wanting in Fr^tneo — but I shall &tiU 
them to silence while I live ; and when I am gonb — 
no matter. My object is to euccc^d ; for that I have 
some capacity. My Iliad I ^mpo^p in action ; every 
day adds an episode.’ 

As he spoke these latter words he rose from his seat 
w-ith a liglit clastic movement, and scorned alto 3 ethcr 
another person. AVhen relieved from tho turmoil of 
passion, he became gay, che^rfrl^ and at tlie same time 

unaffected and natural. He made no effort to pose, 
nor did ho seek to exalt and idealise himself, as he did 
afterwards in* the conversations at St feleiia, to meet 
^somo philosopliic conception, >or to fill up the portrait 
of himself which he desired to bequeath to posterity. 
He was far from an 3 rthing of this sort: in simple 
reality, he was himself, as it were, turned inside out. 
After a slight pause he advanced a step or two towards 
the Pope, who had not moved, and smiling with an 
expression half-serious, half-ironical, proceeded in a new 
vein, in whicluwere blended something of the elevated 
ai^ the petty, of the pompous and the trivial, as was 
oSln his usage — all the time speaking with the volu- 
biliiy so often ex^liibitcd by tliis most versatile genius. 

‘Birth is everything: those who appear on this 
w'orld’s stage poor and friendless have a desperate 
struggle to maintain. According to the quality of 
tWr minds thc^ turn to action or to self-destruction, 
wfeu they have resolution to set to work, as I liave 
done,'* they often play the winning game. A man must 
live ; he must conquer a position, and make for himself 
an abiding-plYce. I have made mine as a cannon ball 
does ; so much the w'orse for tliose who stood in my 
way.* Some are content witli little, others never have 
enough: men eat according to their appetites, and I 
have a laij^e one. Mark me, Avlien I was at Toulon, I 
had not the price of .i pair of epaulettes ; but instead of 
them I had on my shoulders my mother, and I know 
.not how niiiny brothers. All these are now tolerably 
well provided for ; and as to Josephine, who, it was 
said, married m(* from pity, we are about to crown her 
in the very teeth of Kaguedeaii, Ikt notary, who once 
told her that I liad lost my commission and my^ sword, 
and was not worth a ducat ; and faith he was not far 
wrong! But now, whnt is it that rises up in perspec- 
tive before me? An imperial mantle and a crow'n. 
'fo mo what arc such things? — a costume, a mere 
^actor’s costume. I shall wear them for the occasion, 
thill’s enough ; then resuming my military frock, I’ll 
gift on horseback. On lior.seback said 1? — yes, and 
perh;i])S for life ; but scarcely sKall I have taken up 
my new position when I shall run the risk q|U)eiiig 
])ushed otl' my pedestal. Is that a state to be envied ? 
There arc but two classes of men — those who have 
something, and those who have nothing. Tho first 
take their rest, the others remain awake. As I per- 
ceived this when starting in tlie race of life, I hav(‘ 
reached the goal thus early. I know of btit two men 
who attained it after lia^dng set out at the age of forty, 
.and they wore Cromwell and Kousseau. 11 ad tlie one 
; had but a farm, and the other a few hundred Ibiiics and 
a domestic, tliey would neither have commanded, 
preached, nor written. There are various sorts of artists 
— in building, in forms, in colours, in phrases. I am 
an artist in battles ; I had executed eighteen of what 
are called victories before the age of thirty-five. I 
have a riglit to be paid for my work, and if paid with 
a throne, it cannot be called dear. [But, after all, a 
throfte, what is it ? Two or three boards fashioned in 
tliis fonn or in that, and nailed together, with a strip 
of red velvet to cover them* Bjt itself it js nothing : 
’tis tho man who sits u]X)n it that makes its force. f] 
Still, throne or no throne, I shall fallow my vocation : 
you shail set? some more of my doings. You shall see 

■> As of isiiicli truth may bo cited Moreau and his 

army, Pichegru and his set, the Due D’Enghien— all the havoc ho 
bat^made when preluding to tlio Empire. 

t The passage between brackets is not given by P© Vigny ; I 
heard it in anotlier version. Clifitoaubriand makes him say the 
Barn© thing towards tho cltws© of his career, when throne find all 
were going to pieces. I hoard it cited as port of his last speech to 
•the senate, which was very remarkable. The first speech of tho 
Emperor, us regent, was called ihv uanache speech, from tho strange 
use he made of tho w ord in applying it ^ Cambac^rds. Bonii - 
parto's conversation often presented this sort of Jumble. Ho ubimI 
to call Joseph and Mum * c |is rois de thdtiitr© he compare VUus-* • 
to King POg, himself to King Storic, dtc. In his boutades 

thoro was no end of that sortipf thing. 

’ ■ V ■ 
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all dynasties^ date from mine, “ parvenu” though I be; 
and elected, jes^ elected like j’^ourself, and chosen from 
the crowds Oii that point, at nil events, %c may shal^ 
hands/ ♦ 

. So saying, he advanced and held out liis hand. The 
Pope did not decline the courtesy ; but there was an 
evident constraint in his mamier as he almost trem< 
blingly reached to him the tips of his fingers. He 
seetned^ndcr the influence of a complex tide of emotion. 
He was moved somewhat, perhaps, by the tone of bon- 
homie that pervaded the latter reraark%. and by the 
frankness of the advantie which concluded them ; Wut 
the dominant feeling was evidently ^f a sombre c«, 
arising from a reflection on bis own ^x>sition, and ^111 
more on that of so many Christian communities aban- 
doned to the (Vlprice^ of seldshness and hazard. 

Tliese movements of the inner man did not escape 
the scrutinising glance of Bonaparte*, a light and 
shadow passed rapidly across liis face. He had carried 
one point — the coronation was taiiitly conceded ; the 
r6st may be left to time. It was evident tluit, though 
not entirely without alloy, the feeling of satisfaction 
was uppermost as he strode from the room with all the 
brusquerie witli which he had entered it.* 

LUCKY JACK. 

Jack had sen'ed liis master seven years : then he said 
to him — ‘Master, my time is out. Now I should like, 
to go home to my mother. Give me my wtiges.’ 

The master answereni — ‘You have served me truly 
and well : as the service, so shall the rew ard be.’ 

With these* w'ords he gave him a bag of heavy silver 
money that was as big as Jack’s head. Jtmk took out 
his pocket-handkerchief, wrapped the hag up in it, put 
it upon his shoulder, and set out on the road home. 
As he went along thus, always putting one leg before 
the other, a man came in sight, who trottcnl by brisk 
and fresh upon a spirited horse. 

‘ Ah r said Jack aloud, ‘ wliat a beautiful tiling ridiag 
is I There he sits, as if he were in a chair ; stumbles 
over stone, saves nis shoes, and gets to the end of 
his journey he doesn’t know how^ ! 

TTie rider, who had heard him, called out — ‘ Well, 
Jack, why then do you trudge afoot ? ’ 

‘ Ah I because I must carry home this bag. It is 
real silver; but I can’t hold my head up for it, and it 
. galls me on the shoulder.’ 

‘1 tell you what,’ said the rider, stopxung; ‘we will 
exchange, I give you my horse, and you give me your 
bag.’ ^ • 

‘ With* all my heart ! ’ said Jack ; ‘ hut I warn you it 
will lie a deal of tniuhlc to you,’ 

The rider jumped off^ took the hag, and heljxjd Jack 
to mount. Then he put the reins into his hand, and 
said — ‘ Now-, when you want to go very fast, you must 
cluck with your tongue, arid call out “ Hupp, hupp 
Jack was in a state of great joy os lie sat on the 
horse, and rode along so bold and free. After a little 
while he thought he would go faster, and he heg^n to 
cluck with his tongi^ and to call out ‘hupp, hupp!* 
The horse dpon this starteS suddenly off at a brisk trot, 
and before Jack W|8 aware of it, he w^aa thrown off, and 
lyiTig in a ditch which separated the fiekls fjoni the 
high road. The horse would have run away had npt a 
countryman stopped it, who came along the joad drf^i jg 
a cow before him. Jack scrambled up, and stood on 
his legs. But he was vexed, and said to the country- 
man, ‘Riding is but a aony joke, especially if you get 
hold of such a jade as this, that kicks and throws you 
ofl^ so that you wellnigh break your neck. I will 
never get on its back again. That’s the best of yoiir^ 
co wt can walk along behind lier at your ease ; and 

jtttstonisls for thin IntcrehtiDg have boon taken in 

Alfred do Vigny's vonime entitleil, * BervltuUe et 
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besides that, you have milk, an^’ butter, find cheese 
eveiy day for certain. What would I give if I had a 
cow^ r 

' ‘Well,’ said the peasant, as it would he a great 
favour to you, I’ll give you the cow for the horse.* 

*Tack»ngreod to it with a thousand thanks ; and the 
countryman threw himself on the horse, and rwle 
hastily aw^ay. ^ 

Jack drove his cow peacefully before him, and con- 
gratulated himself, on his lucky bargain. He said to 
himplf, ' Now, if I have only a bit of bread — and cer- 
taivVy I shall never be in want of that — I can, as often 
as ever L iilcasi^, have butter and cheese to cat with it ; 
if I aiivuiirsty, I milk my cow and drink milk: heart! 
what more do you want?’ When he came to an inn 
he stopiied, and with great joy ate clean up all the 
bread he had fur dinner anil siij)pcr, and called for 
a glass of beer, which he paid for with Ids last few 
farthings. "IJ^t^^e continued his journey, driving his 
ci^iv towards 4!SP*ntiage where his mother livcd.^ But 
as the mid-ihiy drew on the heat became more oppres- 
sive, and Jack found himself on a heath which would 
last him for an hour's walk. He got so hot that Bs 
tongue clove to the roof of his mouth for tliirst. ‘ The 
thim^is easily to be reinedui:d,’ thought .Tack ; ‘ now, 1 
will milk my cow, and refresh myself with tlio drink.’ 
He fasteneil her to a dead tree, and tried to milk her, 
but notwithstanding all his trouble not a single drop 
would come. As he set about it very aw kwai-dly, the 
impatient animal at last gave him such a kick on tiie 
head with one of her hind-legs that he fell back on tlie 
ground, and for some time did not know' at all where 
he w'as. Fortunately, just then a butcher came along 
who had a young pig lying in his wheelbarrow'. 

‘Hallo! what’s the matter lu;re?’ said he, helping 
jHior Jack to rise. Jack told him all that had hup- 
|K*nctl. ’I’he butcher handed him his flask and said, 
‘Ther?, take a drop and cheer up. You will lu^ver got 
‘ any milk from the cow :* it is an old lK*ast, at the l>est 
only fit forrfhe plough or the slaughter-house. ' 

‘Alas, alas!’ saidMack, stroking the hair dow’ii over 
his head, ‘who would liave thought it? It is certainly 
a goexi thing when one e.'in kill a beast for the use of 
the family : wbat meat it gives ! But I don’t euro 
much fomiw’s flesh ; it isn’t juicy enough for me. All, 
if one could havt^ a young i>lgl that has a different 
flavour, and ovCrifi'iid alK>ve thiTo’s 8aus:igi‘.s ! ’ 

‘ Hairk y 4 ‘. Jack!’ said the butcher; ‘for your saJie 
I'll let you have the jiig for the cow'.’ 

! ‘Gotl rew'anl you for your friendship!’ said Jaek, 
and he handed \lie cow' over to ivim. Ihe young pig 
w'as untksl from tlio hamnv, and the cord with wliicli 
t it W'as Ixmiid given into his hand. 

[ Jack went on his way, find thought how everything 
luip|»one«l according to his wishes ; and liow, if any mis- 
fortune occurred, some gixxl thing innnediately made 
amends for it. As he w as dw'elling upon these thoughts, 
a young fellow (^ame tp to hifti, currying a lx*nutiful 
white goose under his arm. They said gixxl-day to one 
another, and .lack l>cgan to talk alxait his good-Iuek, 
and how he had alw'ays maile such an advantageous 
exchange. IKs eomxumion said he was taking his 
goose to a christening feast. ‘Just lift it up*hy th» 
wings,’ continued he, ‘ and see 4u)w heavy she is. She 
has ht!t*a cminmed for eight w'cxiks, and he w ho eats her 
must wijKj the fat from both sides of his mouth I ’ 

* ‘ Y(‘s,* said Jiick, liolding her up in one liaiul, ‘ she 
weiji^s her weigld ; InU niy pig is not so bad.’ 

In the meantime the man lookoil alxmt him sus- 
piciously, ij-nd shook lus heiul. ‘ I tell you i^hat,’ ho 
begit^ ‘it is not an quit^right with that pig. In l)ie 
village through wMlch I have passed, a pig belonging 
to the mayor lias just been stolen. I fear — 1 fear | 
you have it there by the ro|H*. It w'oiild lx* a bad 
day’s work if you were found with it ; at the least you 
w'oulcl be? lockixl up in^the black liole.’ 
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Poor Jafik was td^flod. ‘Ah,’ said he, ‘help me 
out of this scrape ! you know the parts here better than 
I do : take my pig there, and leave me your goose ! * 

‘ It’s a great risk for mef answered the man ; ‘ but I 
will not be the cause of your getting into misfortune.’ 

So he took the rope in his hand, and drove flie pig 
along Ji by-way ; while our good Jack, Released from his 
anxiety, went on towards home with the goose under 
his arm. ‘If I consider rightly,* said he to himself,^* 1 
have still the best of the bargain : first the gotjd roast ; 
then the quantity of fat that will drip from it; And 
Anally, the beautiful white feathers, which I will Rave 
my pillow stuffed with, tijx)!! which I sliall sl^p with- | 
out rocking. What a pleasure there will ^ A)r my 
mother ! * 

As he was passing through the last village, there 
stood a seissor-grindcr with his harrow, ringing to his 
burring work. Jack stood still and watched him, and 
at last went up to him and said, ^ggnnposc you get 
on veity well, as you are so jolly at yourgrinding? * • 

^Yes,’ answered the grinder, ‘ iny handicraft is founded 
on amine of gold. Your true grinder is a man who, 
ns often ns he puts his hand in his pocket, And.s money 
in it. But wlK*re did you buy that line goose? * 

‘ I didn’t buy it ; 1 changed it for my pig.* * 

‘ And the pig ? * 

‘ I got that for my cow.’ 

‘ And the cov’ ? ’ 

‘ I got that in exchange for my horse.* • 

‘ And the horse ?* 

1 ‘ 1 L;avc a hag of silver money as big as my bead for 

I tliai.’ 

‘ And the bag of silver money ?’ 

* Ob, tliat was my wages for seven years’ service.* 

‘ You always knew bow to help yourself,’ said the 
grinder. ‘ But if you coidd now so manage as to bear 
money jingling ii\ y(»ur pocket whenever you i^ioved, 
you would have made j'our fortune.’ 

‘ IIow is that to be done? ’.said Jack. 

‘ Yoti must 1x! a grinder, like mi; : for tha*t you want 
notliing but a whetstone — everything else comes of 
itself. There, I have one ; it a little damaged, but 
you shall give me in return for it nothing exc(‘i)t your 
goose. What do you say to tiuit ?’ 

‘How can you ask inc?’ said Jack. ‘I sfiall surely 
lie one of the happiest men on earth. If I have money 
as often as I put my liand in ni} pocket, what need I 
care fur?’ With which he held out the gooj?e to him. 

* Now,’ said the grinder, lifting up a heavy com- 
mon stone from the Held which lay iu**ir liim — ‘there, 
you liave a proj>er stone to iK'gin with, which will iK^ar 

! a good blow : 3’ou can hammer your old nails straight 
uiMui it. Take it, and be eat^Tul of it !’ 

Jack put the stone on his slumldor, and went on with 
a cheerful heart. His eyes glistened with joj^ and he 
said to himself—* All my wishes are fiilAlled, just as if I 
[ were a SQnday-child.”% But nt^v, as he had been upon 
Iiis legs sincti break of da\% lie began to feel tired ^ be 
was also worried by hunger, for he had eaten uj) aU liis 
provisions at one meal, in joy at the cow he had i>iir- 
chased. At last ho could only get on w^th great diAi- 
eulty, and was ohUgcnl to rest every moment. The 
[ stone pressiMl heavily op him, and J^e couW not help 
thinking what a good thing it would be if just now bo 
were not ' obligetl to carry it. Like a snail, he came 
cn«wling into a Acid to rest and refresh himself with jn 
drink ofy'ivsh water; and that lie might not injure 
[ the stone while he was sitting Aown, ho laid it e:jre- 
fully lx!side him on the eilge of tlie well. Tlien he 
turned round to draw some water but, as lie turned, 
he imshcd accidentally against the ^oiic, and it plunged 
into the well. When Jack with Ills own eyes had seen 
it sink to. the bottom, he sprang up in joy— then kn(*lt 


down and thanked God, with tears in his eyes, that he 
had shown liiiji this rfiercy also, and had delivered hitn 
fn>m the stone so easily, which was the dnly thing 
wanting to his happiness. ‘ There is no man under the 
sun so happy as I am i* cried he; and so with a light 
heart, and free from all burden; ho now bounded on 
till he was at home with his mother. * 


* It is a popular belief in fi ormany that punnons born on a Snud.iy 
Bucctxxl iu ull tlKy andcrtJilcu ; also, that tliay arc ablo to sco gho.sts. 


THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON. 

» Febrnmy 1951. 

I ^AVE nothing especially remarkable to lead off with, 
untss you will accept as sucih the fact that Lord John 
Ru‘^jeU lias again»eommunieatcd to tlie President of the 
Royal Society his intention hf setting aside L.IOOO for 
the promotion of science, and encouragemiJnt of its inves- 
tigators. A sin^lar sum was, as you know, granted last 
and apportioned by the Council of tlie F.R.S.’s, 
aa ♦o.them seemed meet. By and by, j^ou will have 
the particulars and results. Wliilc on the* one side tlie 
society may qlace this to the score of their advantages, 
on the other they have sustainc;d a loss, not easy tp be 
supplied, iu the decease of their late president, the 
Marquis of Northamiitoii. He was a nobleman of the 
riglit staqip ; of reAned tastes and elevated acquire- 
ments : one who, in the powers and privileges of rank, 
never lost his genuine kindliness of nature. His soird€.s^ 
of which he gave four in the season during a long series 
of 3x*ars, were renowned for tlie large and varied 
assemblage of talent, learning, and philosophy which 
they invariably attracted. Tlieir having been men- 
tioned more tlian once in your Journal may well 
excuse ni}^ taking up a few lines with tliis passing 
notice of the deceased nobleman. 

Now, in deftiuU of the marvclIou.s, you must just 
content yourself — if you can — with such gatherings as 
i 1 send you. If you would only allow us, poor chroni- 
\ clers of progress, to invent a discovery now and tj^en, 

I w'c. might give you a trimensual surprise, the eAects of 
I which would keep you up to the suiierlative degree of 
I astonishment from one quarter-da^ to another. I could 
; tell you something about a method for growing meat 
j directly from, the ground without the intermediate 
process of converting grass and turnips into sheep and 
oxen, that v^ould make you wish you were 3’oung again, 

! to live through a period when no man slioulil write 
I impmusus after his name. But I refrain, lest you 
should have misgivings as to the more sober facts and 
incidents which it ina^' fall to my lot to relate. So, to 
pr(K!ced. , 

Our talk of late has been rather miscellaneous ; no 
one topic thrusting itself into especial prominence. 
Accounts from the arctic seas, by w'ay of Behring’s 
Straits, though negative as to Franklin, arc positive! 
concerning one of Captain CoLlinson’s ships : she had 
worked her well to the eastward before the winter 
frosts set in, and if the exiieditious by way of Lancas- 
ter Sound made such advmice as is hoped, it is within 
the limits of possibility that walking parties from the 
vessels in either direction raaj' liave met and com- 
mimieated. U'lie hoiH*s of ftiidiiij? any of lii^fmssing 
adventurers still alive axe now c.xtremely slender ; but 
i this is a point on wliicli nothing cai? be known till the 
! close of\hc coming summer. Ilesides this, tliere is a 
I budinet oLdomestic subjeetts iu which it is not easy to 
I separate tlni? social from tlie iiolitical — repeal of taxes, 
for^instiuice, model lodging-houses, SmitUAeld aWition, 
Anancial reform, multiplicatitui of the police, outlying 
army corps (not corpses), and the impending census — 
any one of which Ajrill aAord material for cogitation to 
•tliose able to excogitate wheat from the chaA' Fortune 
stmd they be not like the grains that Shakspeore talk.s 
about, which, when found, were not worth the trouble 
of tiie search. » I ^ 

* This ploco is*Tomowhat 9|itorA from tho Gorman of Grimm. 
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There is an item current not uninteresting to pro- 
viders of literature — namely, a hew printing macl^e, 
the work bf a man at Providence, Rhode Island. Tnc 
paper, instead of being (aid on in separate sheets, is 
wound in a huge roll, of thousands of yai^, if desired ; 
and after passing under and over the printing cylinders, 
is cut off in sheets, and folded at the rate of 20,000 an 
hour by the solo operation of the machinery. The 
press, it is said, docs everything except put on the 
rolls of paper, and carry away the finished sheetsj and 
this part of the work can be pcrformedrby one pahr of 
bands. Another American inventV>n is also tal^d 
about : Professor Page, wliose investigations I ijfe- 
tioiied in my las^ now states : ‘ I hate just competed 
a grand experiment with ^ hugo iron bar and helix, 
with the following results: — The bar, weighing 632 
pounds, placed within the helix, is ma^e to start up in 
the coil, and vibrate in the iii]>without visible support. 
It requires a force of 508 poiuids additional to its own 
weight to piill it out of the helix, so that it is equiva- 
lent to lifting a bar in the helix of 1040 p^punds weight. 
After this it would seem quite easy to sustain masses 
of iron weigliing many tons. The full time required 
to charge tliis magnet, and raise the galvanic current 
to its maximum, is two seconds. Nine-teiy;hs of the 
charge is attained in one second.* Let steam-workers 
look to it — a power which may seme day be formidalde, 
is growing into strength and activity. 

Beyond the Atlantic, however, is not thes only region 
of ingenuity : the envelope machine, of whidi I told you 
some time ago.as having been oxliibited at Birmingham, 
so simple in principle, and rapid in execution — the folds 
being laid by a bhist of air — is now fully at work in 
the establishment of one of our cliief City stationers. 
Tw^enty thousand envelopes arc tossed off daily with 
the greatest ease, and cheapness is not to be the only 
acceptable result of celerity in production. Then, 
loolilng across the Channel, we find Monsieur Paye, the* 
astronomer, entertaining the Acade'mie with an * appa- 
ratus for sounding at great depths * — a scheme of far 
greater utility than ^'o\dd apiMjar at first sight. Those 
who Ifilre read accounts of voya<.‘,es of discovery, vrill 
remember how much time and labour have b(^en occu- 
pied in taking soundings in mid-ocean ; one hundred 
men being sometimes engaged for half a day in hauling 
up the line and weight j and in certain cases, where 
delay was prejudicial, the whole lias lieen abandoned at 
considerable loss. M. Faye proposes to use a cylinder 
of sheet-iron or copper which will * measure the vertical 
depth-, defennine the rate and direction of ouirents, 
supposing these elements known for the surfiice, the 
temperature of the water at tlic bottom, or at different 
depths, and bring up water from different depths in 
order to the study of its composition.’ ‘ The instru- 
ment,’ he observes, ‘ provides for the resolution of tliese 
questions. No cord is needed, it being unnecessary 
that the crew should exliaust their strength in hauling 
up ; for it ascends of itself, either after having touched 
the bottom, or after descending to a depth deterAined 
beforeJiand. It brills up all the requisite indications 
of the vbt^iJcal space gone through, also of the amount 
and direction of t^e horizontal space; and if lost by 
accident, the Idss^in no case will exceed 40(^ or 500 
francs.* 

The proposed cyliftder, of whichever mjta), istojie 
about three feet in height and four inches diameter, and 
filled with a liquid sp^aflcally lighter than water, t A 
small orifice in the lower end admits of due balance 
taking place between the inner and outer pressure. 
Two cannon-balls, attached by cords to two movable 
pins, serve to 4jiiik it^ and no sooner does it strike the* 
bottom, thafi Ihe pins are released, the weights remain 
cylinder rises to tlie surfrifcc in conse- 
liNiiM levity. By iieafis of a simple wheel- 

is known,4ihe weights nsty be detached 
at ij^ 1^ as Bjircl^f as at the l^ttom. The 


horizontal movement is to bo verified by plibing a mark 
at the spot where the cylinder plunged, and observing 
the distance at which it rises ; and in this particular also 
the amount for different dbptlis may be ascertained. 
For bringing up water, a small bucket is attached, in- 
verted? and with cocks open during the descent; but as 
soon as the weights flEill off, the cocks close, the bucket 
turns over, and comes up with its contents. Besides 
these pnrposesi it is ob\dou8 that, by attaching self- 
re^stering thennometors, the temperature at any depth 
may lie known. Such an instrument as this will be 
entmently useful to navigators ; and now that the phy- 
sical co|:»dition of the earth is so much an object of 
study? ai^ easy means of soundiiig the depths of the 
ocean will be of not less utility to the natural plii- 
lo8o|>her. 

Next, I may tell you that Becquorel has been making 
‘researches into the causes of the disengagement of 
electricity in — a subject which, as you know, has 

engaged attention in several quarters. Wartifiauqof 
Lausanne has worked out some imi>ortant conclusions, 
which support those of tlie Freiicli philosopher. 1'hc 
latter states, as the result of his labours, ‘ that in tlie 
act pf vegetation the earth receives continually an 
excess of positive electricity, the parenchyma and part 
of the lignum an excess of uegalive electricity, wliich 
is transmitted to the air by the exhalation of the watery 
\apours. 

‘<rhe leaves behave In the samd way as the paren- 
ch>ana of the bark — namely, that the sap which circu- 
lates in their tissues is negative with respect to the 
fluids, the medulla, and the earth, and positive with 
regard to tlie cambium. 

‘ There is no room to doubt tbnt clieniical actions arci 
the primary causes of the electrical cilects observed in 
vegetables. 

* Tlie opposite elcctrioal states of plants and of the 
earth lead to the lielief that by reason of the po>vor of 1 
vegetation ^on several part s of the globe, tliey should \ 
exercise a certain influence on the electrical jilieno- 
mena of the utmosi)herc.’ Thus you will perceive, 
from these brief particulars, that the question is one 
wliich embraces a wide range, comprehending some 
phenomen| of botany and meteorology, rich in their 
promise of discovery. It is one that we shall hear 
more of befort^ hMg. 

Writing tlic terms meteorology and botau}’ reminds 
me of tw o or three scraps of talk therewith connected. 
One is, that according to Mr Glaisher, the tempt^rature 
of the last quarter of 1850 was higher tlian that of the 
I>rc*vious 79 years. The same three months w^ere more 
than usually foggy, there liaving been (59 days on 
which more or less fog prevailed. Another, that the 
climate of New Zealand has changed for the better 
since the earthquake of last year — that is as regards 
agriculture and general convenience; but as regards 
health it is worse; for (riughs, cslds, and fevers — wliich 
pri<5r to the convulsion were extremely rare — are now 
widely prevalent. * Tho tliird is, that Mthough AiVicaii 
teak has long been used for naval purposes in our 
dockyards, oir lH>tanisJ;8 have been unable to deter- 
mine to what family it belongc-d, as no leaves or flowers, 
the dlstinfhushing signs, had» been brought to this 
country. Lately, however, at tlio instance of Bir W. 
Hooker, a gentleman at Sierra Leone, to wliich colony 
fthe wood is conveyed in logs, has sent over some of the 
fruii^as well as flowery and by means of theSfe the tree 
is »ow classed among the cuphorbiacea. A cubic foot 
of the wood welgh^from 60 to 70 pounds, being from 
20 to 30 pounds heavier a similar bulk of Indian 
teak or British oala 

M* Ciias. M&ne, of the Acad^mie, has been making 
sonie rather remarkable experiments * on tlie influence 
of gyf sum (sulphate of lime) in vegetation.* He filled 
two zinc boxes with ^he gypsum, and sowed gross in 
the one and wheat in the other. Ihe plants grew 
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luxuriantly, but instt\d of ripening, gradually withered. 
He then filled the same cases ^th a mixture, half 
gypsum, half argillaceous earth ; the result of the 
sowing was more favourable, but not equal to that 
obtained from ordinary soil. The experiment was next 
varied by filling the boxes with common maniire, and 
covering it with a thin layer, about half an inch, of 
g 3 rpsum, and putting in the seeds as before. ‘ At the 
end of two weeks,’ says M. Mfene, ‘the plants l^ad 
become developed with an astonishing gso^th, and 
arrived at perfect maturity and extraordinary beauty.’ 
One day, as ho was examining them, ho chanc(?(> to 
spill a small quantity of cldorhydric acid hjo one of 
the boxes ; an effervescence took place, whic^ set him 
thinking of cause and effect, the result of ^hich was 
that he used no more of the sulphate of lime, but 
sowed the seeds in humus, and watered them with solu- 
tions of sulphuric, cldorhydric, azotic, and acetic acids, 
of sulphates of iron, potass, and nja^gsia. of chloride 
of manganese, and azotate and j)hospliat<^ of soda. The 
grass grew in perfection, and in the liquid drainage 
from the bottom of the cases ammpniacal salts were 
found in a fixed state, or at least not volatile in ordi- 
nary temperatures, i’rom all of wliich the cxi)cri- 
menter infers ‘ that plaster (gypsum) in itself lias no 
fecundating power, and alone, cannot .serve as a ferti- 
liser. That it has no properties useful to agriculture, 
except insomuclj as it is combined wit]i ammoniacal 
substances, in which case there is a double decomposi- 
tion, :ind the ammonia is, as it were, stored up (emma- 
for the requirements of the plant; and that 
mi x salt which retains arnmoiua in a form not volatile 
at ordinary tomi>eratures, may be substituted for the 
jtlaster. 

‘ These experiinonts,’ continues M. ^lene, < were made 
in my grouiulH at Vuugirard on a small scale, and all 
succeeded. There now remains but to make tl|t> trial 
on a greater serde ; and I hope this y(?ar to show to the , 
admiration of i)ronionaders. at Vaugirard more than 
one field whoso vegetation shall active •and extra- 
ordinary, thanks to each one of the salts above men- 
tioned.’ • 

Tlie Acad(5mie have recently made a distribution of 
l)rizes : out of the fund set apart lor essays on the 
rendering iiisidubrious arts or trades les# injurious, 
/)«)() francs each were awarded to Messrs Mallet and 
Cavaillon, ‘lor their processes for the imrification of 
gas foi' burning;’ and 1000 IVaitCs to M. Htlrteaux for 
liisS work on the diseases produced by the manipulation 
of t(d»ucco. Another thousand were gi'^n for improve- 
ments in the manufacture of artificial limbs. Of prizes 
in i>rospect, the gold medal, worth 3000 francs, is 
oflered for a ‘ Study of the l#ws of the distribution of 
foj-sil organized bodies in the different, sedimentary 
strata, following the order of the 8uperi)osition ; and 
HU examination of the nature of the ndations -which 
exist Ixitween the present and yie former state of the 
organic kingdom.* ‘ Comparative embryology ’ is U) be 
tile subject of another prize; tliere are two or three in 
laathematics, and one in which the author is *To e.stab- 
lish the e<tuations of tlxe general mo\j5ments of the 
atmosidiere, having regard to the rotation of the earth, 
the calorific action of ^the sun, anc^ to thes attractive 
tbrees of the sun and moon.* This for 1854. Then 
besides all these there is an extraordinary prize of 
frillies for 1853, ‘ For the best work or memoir on tbai 
most advantageous omployment of steam in the pyqiel- 
ling of ships, imd on the system of mechanism ^nd 
fixing, of stowage and armament, to be ixrefcrrcd for 
this class of constructions.* jSolW work,* and solid 
rewards here for somebody.'^ ^ 

Frojeclors are still tormenting the Academicians with 
plans for aerostation. M. Arago has given a reply to 
these gentlemen wloich may suit scltemers in otheuPparts 
of the world* Ho states that, some sixty years ago, a 
M. Mousnicr, of the school of Metz, wrote a treatise 


on the subject, whicli has never been printed. ‘ There 
nught be,* he^ds, ‘ some benefit in publishing it, were 
ir but to prove to those who fancy they havc^liscovered 
mew means of aerial locomotion, that, whatever of 
plausible or rflasonable may be found in their ideas, was 
perfectly known, explained and appreciated in the last 
century.* 

Apropos of Ar%o : lio is still working on to com- 
pletion with his researches in photometry, for wliich, as 
I told you a month or two since, the Royal Society 
av>ai'Sed liim itheir Romford Medal. The celebrated 
Fihachmaii has acjknowlcdged the honour in a letter to 
thA secretaries, which will well bear reproduction. ‘ My 
agv^ he writes, ‘ uiy bad health, the deplorable state of 
my' eyes, and the part I was obliged to take in the 
events of which my country was thc» tht^atre after 
February 24, 1348, had led me to suppose that I had 

f ben'd on that pexiod of life wherein noiliing can pro- 
co a lively impression. Your letter lias undeceived 
me. ‘ The news that the Royal Society have been 
lileased to award to me the Rumford Medal, has filled 
me with joy.' Pray be the interpreter of my unalter- 
able gratitude to our honourable confreres ; say to 
them, especially, that their indulgence will make mo 
redouble jiy ollbrts, so that those of my labours wliich 
remain to be published may not be unworthy the 
fiivour of which I have been the object.’ 


.. DOMINIQUE CIMAROSA. 
DoMiNiquE CiMAiiosA was the son of a shoemaker in 
Naples, and his father hound him aj>prentice to a baker. 
It was the custom for the citizens to knead their own 
(lough, and send it to be baked in the public ovens; part 
of Dominique’s duty, therefore, coiisiKted in going round 
to the different houses, and fetching their unbaked bread 
to his master’s oven. Among their customers was the 
celebrated singer JoBoph Aprlle; and the boy, in whom a 
love for music had early developed itseli^ used to stand 
ii» the porch listening with rapture to the singer’s morn- 
ing practice. Sometimes he was entranced as totally 
to forget the business which had brought him there, and 
thus incurred his master’s just displeasure. Aprile was 
in the habit of giving lessons to a little girl of ten years 
old, named T<3r<36ina Ballante. It happened frequently 
that this child, while passing in and out, perceived the 
baker’s boy standing motionless, plunged in his musical 
trance. One day the pretty little blushing hidyTentured 
to address him. 

‘ What are you doing there, standmg in the corner 2* 

*■ Listening to the beautiful singing, signorinj^.— ^ 

‘ Do you love music 2 ’ 

* Oh yes ! ’ 

‘ Do you understand it 2 * 

‘ Oh no ! my father is too poor to have me taught.’ 

* Could you not be taught in the Conservatorio 2 ’ 

‘ To get ui«there requires the interest of a patron, and 
I have none.* 

* But if my master, if Signor Aprilo would do it ’ 

* l^e would make me the happiest being in the world ! 

But it is more than I could expect’ 

‘ Have you a voice 2 Can jjou akig 1* 

‘ Yes, signorina; I try sometimes to iniitatethe songs 
I hear.’. » 

‘ Thcji yom would be very glad to sing like Signor 
Aprile 2 ’ 

irfle boy jpeplied only by an expressive look, and the 
fair little girl tripped away. Next morning she repeatecl 
th^ dialogue to her teacher, and obtained permission to 
introduce Defininique into his apartment the next time 
he should come for the bread. Tho kind little patroness 
failed not to do se. After a few preliminary questions, 
^Aprile desired the boy to try his voice; and he obeyed by 
singing a celebrated comic song of the day, which he .had 
casually picked up. The tone and expression were given 
with such perfectllb, |hat Aprile was enchanted«£^^ 
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Tliere he prei^ttted his musical studies with the utmost 
success; and with the prospect of •weU-eanwd fame and 
fortune before his eyes, he married the pretty T^r6sin|« 
whose uhildish kiiidtieBB, natny years before, h^ been the^ 
comnsencement of his prosperi ty. Their ^ppiness, ho w- 
eyerA..WM but of short duration: his wife med soon alter 
th^ man^e, leaving him one son. 

)^0M G reached the age of4hirty.eight he had 

compost upwards of sixty standard works, besides a 
quantity of fugitive music. Afterwards he produced his 
* 11 Matrimonio Segreto;’ the^ffoct prG^,'\^d 
by which, at its first renresentation in Vienua, was sqoh 
that the Emperor Leopold, after havirfg given a splen^d 
supper to the actors and musicians of the orchestra, c^- 
manded them t^e same evening to^ recommence fthe 
entertainment; and he is saM to have enjoyed the second 
representation ^quite as much as the first. In 1801 
Cimarosa died at Venice in his forty-first^jear. 


• PKOQRESS OF TEMPERAKCK. 

The diminution in the consumption of intoxicating 
I liquors during the last fifteen years, is on* of the most 
I encouraging circumstances of the' time. The details are 
stated at large in the ^ Scottish Temperaned League Re- 
gister and Abstain era’ Almanac for 1851,* from which we 
take the following figures, contrasting the consdmptiou of 
wholesome and unwholesome drinks in 1836 and 1850 — 


i first and last year of the tenii 

lbs. 

185a Coffbo, * . 

34 , 431,074 ^ 

Tea, . . 

50.034,688 

Coooa, 

3,2.’«,372 

87,689,134 

1886. (loffeo, . . . 

23,596,046 

Tea, . . . 

36,574,004 

Cocoa, 

1,084,170 


eo,053,m 

Actual incTeaEc, 

26,735,914 

Clallons. 

183^. Rum, . . 

.3,416,966 

Foreign and Colonial Spii its, 

1,848,740 

British Spirits, 

24,710,208 

Boer, . « . 

587.880,360 

^ Wine, ... 

6.420,342 

— 623,776,616 

1850. Rum, 

3.044,758 

Foreign and Colonial Sidrits, 

2,224,709 

Britisli Spirits, 

22,962,012 

Beer, 

Wine, 

548,772,616 

6,247,689 

583,251,684 

Actual decrease. 

. 40,624,932 


althouirli. the population has iacreosed iip>vards of four millions 
smoelo^.^ 

The effect of the increase of the population on the real 
proportion of the drinks consumed in 1836 and 1850 
respectively, is given as follows Had the population 
of 1849-50 drank, of coffee, tea, and cocoa, the same 
quantity per bead as the population of 1835-6 did, the 
increase in the consumption of these articles would have 
been only ten millions of pounds, trhereas i( bas been 
nearly twenty-seven uiUlions .of pounds, or considerably 
more than one-third ; and had the population of I8A-50 
win% and beer, the same quantity per 
head asiirl^populatiou of 1835-6 did, the increase in the 
consumption of th^ articles would have been one hun- 
dred millions of ; whereas there hag l)ee[i a de- 

crease of forty millions five hundred thousand gallons' - 
showing the aCtudl difference, taking the isicreafo ^f 
population into acopunt, to 1^ upwards of Jne hundred 
hnd forty lailliQiiS five hundred thousand gallon8,«or 
more than a fifth part of the entire quanMty consumed 
in 1836.* We eongmtulaie the country on these delight-* 
fuL facts, w;hiih swe worth all the ‘glorious victcries* of 
the last < 

> “ RO MORS CORKS. 

Thei e- ^ doubt some quacluryJn the corn -doctor*# 
but theie is inore ignorami. f ^ the benefit both 
of Mm AQdfh^^ patients, we wUl now dMose a secret 

. : '4 


which wdll relieve humanity from ^ load of ^nisery, not 
the less difficult to bear that it is un pitied or ridiculous. 
The cause of corns, apd likewise of the torture they occa- 
sion, is simply friction ; and do lessen friction you have 
only to use your toe as you do in like circumstances a 
coach-wdieel — lubricate it with some oily substancev The 
best pnd cleanliest thing to use is a little sweet oil, rubbed 
upon the affected part (after the corn is carefully pared) 
with the tip of the finger, which should be done on getting 
u^Win the iuorning,^id just before stepping into bed at 
night, hk ^a few days the pain will diminish, and in a 
few^^ays more it will cease, when the nightly application ! 
may be discontinued. The writer of this paragraph suf- 
fered fjo§. these horrible excrescences for years. ll«f tried 
all sorts OK infallible tilings, and sabmitted to the muni- 

E ulations of the corn-doctor ; but all in vain : the more 
e tried to banish them, the more they wouldn’t go ; or 
if they did go (which happened once or twice under the 
strong prevailmeut of caustic), they were always sure to 
return with tejjjUk^j^cnora. Since he tried the oil, some 
nffinths ago, he nas had no pain, and is able to thke^as 
much exercise as he chooses. Through the influence of 
this mild persuasive, one of the most iniquitous of his 
corns has already taken itself off entirely ; the others he 
still pares at rare intervals ; but Buffering no inconvenience 
w'hatiSver from them, he has not thought it necessary to 
have recourse to caustic — which sometiiues, if not very 
carefully used, ami vinegar and water applied at once 
to the toe, causes almost as nvuch smart as the actual 
canary. 


P II I L I P, M Y K I N G ! 

* Who bean upon his bahy brow the round and top of eoveroignty,* 

Look at me with thy large brown eyes, 

Philip, my King ! 

For round thee the purple shadow lies 
f)# babyhood’s regal dignities. 

^ Lay on my neck thy tiny hand 
^ invisible* sceptre laden; 

I am thine, Kstlifir, to command 
Till thou ehalt find thy queen-handmaiden, 

Philip, iny*King ! 

Oh, tlm day when thou goest a-wooing, 

Phil^, my King ! 

When those i’^utiful lips are suing, 

And, some gentle faLean’s bars undoing, 

I’hou (foHt enter, love-crown’d, and there 
Bitteat all glorified ! — Rule kindly, 

Tenderly, over thy kingdom fair, 

For we that love, ah I wc love so blindly, 

‘ . Philip, niy King. 

I gaze from tby sweet mouth up to thy brow, 

Philip, my King ; 

Ay, there lies the spirit, all sleeping now, 

That may rise like a giant, and make men bow 
^As to One Ood-throA>d Umidst his peers. 

My Saul, than brethren higher and fairer, 

^ liCt me behold thee in coming years I 
Yet thy head needeth a circlet rarer, 

Philip, luy King ! 

A wreath, notR>f gold, but pulm. One day, 

PhUip, tny King, 

I Thou too must tread, atv we tread, a way 
, • Thorny, and bitter, and cold, and gray : 

; wlebels within thee. and foes without 

[ • Will snatch at tny crown. But go on, glorious, 

I Martyr, yet nmnarch ! till angels shout 
I , Ai Ihou sHt’n at the feet of God victorious, 

I ‘ Philsp theming ! * 

^ FuUii^ad IQT 4B. CeAMsiewB, High Street. Rdhiburgh. Also 
iold% D* AMB*Rs, *0 AlwteStreet, Olaagow j W. 8. Own, 

Amen corner, London ; and J. Jd*GLASHAM,50 Urmer SaokylUo 
Street, BubUn.-d^Uited J>y W. A R. CeANsaas, Irainburgh. 
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WILLIAM COWPEH AND LADY AUSTEN, 

AN IMAGINARY DIAIi^LA.. 

• 

rmdy Austen. Nay, have pity on your lungs, Mr Cowj>er. 
You will provoke them to ^hellion, or weary them into 
exhaustion, by so raucli reading aloud. Shut.up George 
Herbert, and improvise a little verse or chatty prose 
of your own. 

William Coivper. Such pity on iiiy vocal organa as 
your tendemesa invokes would be but obtained at the 
expense of my entire comfort. Body, soul, and spirit 
would all suffer while those puffing and blowing agi- 
iMtora, tlie lungs, were enjoying a needless respite. To 
read George Ilcrbert aloud — if to you it be not grievous, 
is safe to me; for it partly merges my gloomy self 
in liis saintly thoughts, and delays that return of full 
coriseiousness which shows me how weak and useless I 
am. But perhaps 1 have really tired you vrith rny 
favourite minstrel. If so, wc siiall insure recreation 
by exchanging him for another of the brotherho(Kl of 
bards ; or better still, go you to the harpsichord, SisUrr 
Anne, and discourse most eloqucnl music. The poor 
instrument is out of tune, 1 Mlow. But how much 
more so am II You can at least eoax it into runs and 
variations ; it wiH answer you with sprightlv allegro as 
well as pensive adagio. But 1 contribute one key only 
— the minor; and even in that you must catch acci- 
dental flats that have no busintfuid^hero. • 

L. A, To tlie harpsichord anon, Mr Cowper. Wc 
have not done with reading and talking yet. I have 
every respect for the ‘ divine Herbert,* es^iecially as 
read by a living poet ; so do not suppose my interrup- 
tion was the cry of weariness.# But I might appreciate 
him better were you to enliven his text with occasional 
comments and criticisms of j'our own. 

C. Ask it not I My truest comment would l>e that 
personal dejection wliicB the heuB’t only, the lips never, 
can express. I love Herbert, because his verses are so 
unfeigncdly those of ajian acquainted with sorrow — a 
man who has not merely hailed sorrow c^s she passed 
by his porch, but who has received her into his house, 
and intreated her as his^iiest, and conversed with her 
at morning, and noon, and the night season. 

L. A. All which may possibly make him an unfit 
companion to your own mornings, noons, and nights ; 
for such I believe he not unfrequiiitly is. ^ 

C. There are times, dear Anna, when this is ttie 
(‘ase ; and at such times, to remove tiiiu front me, and 
to forbid my ixiVusing him, wonib^ be ^ne of the cruellest 
of cruel kindnesses. My own melaucholy is far deeper 
than his ; and in his expression of ^eject^ feelings and 
their consi^quences 1 find a sympathy SQ<ilhes 

me into positive gratitude and copgiparatiye p^e. 


• Price 1 Jcf. 


L. A. Critically speaking, do you not consider him an I 
riiabrupt and rugged writer — so quaint as^to he obscure, 
mid not quite free firom the semblance of afebetation? 

C, Like thp majority of his contemporaries, he in- 
dulged in fancies and conceits, from all taste for which 
! we are separated, not only by a century and a-lialf of 
years, but also by the revolutionary standard set up by 
I the Pope .Xjhool, and more recently by Dr Johnson and 
his imitators. A reader of the present day, accustomed ! 
to the French polish of the ‘ Rape of the Lock,* and to I 
the severe stateliness of ‘Irene,’ or of ‘London : a Poem,* 
is naturally apt to stumble at the uneven ground trodden 
by Klizal>etlian and succeeding poets. The latter are 
quite in the shade of neglect at present ; but so full are 
they of vital strength and luxuriant beauty, that it 
requires no prophet, nor son of a prophet, to predict 
their restoration before long to the warmth and daylight 
of public interest. 

^ L. A. 1 fancy the obscurities and conceits of Hei’- 
1 bert will delay hvi sliare in the fulfilment of your pro- 
ph^ljtjy to a very late stage of the amende hojiorable. 

C. Ilis audience is alwiiys likefy to be of the ‘ fit 
though few* kind. But with them he must be an espe- 
cial darling. Nor can any heart open to emotion at 
all resist Ihe sweetness which his stanzas so profusely 
exhale. Look at tlie verse I was reading when you 
stopped me : — 

* At first thou gavest me milk and sweetnesses; 

I had mjs*wish and way: 

My days were strewed with flowers and hapifjgess^ 
There was no month but May: 

But with my years sorrow did twist and grow, 

And made a party unawares for wo.* . ^ 

If you arc more offended by the rhythm, and rhyme, 
and curidhs diction of such lines, than charmed by their 
hearty fireshness, you are a more captious critic than I 
care to encounter or hope to convert. 

L. A. Pray go on: I shall learn to delight injger- 
bert when- once his beauties •are %irly illufi?i!fStedDy 
the lectures of such a professor of poetry. I am all 
attention * 

C. And yet were so mistrustful of the professor’s 
luiigslfive ftilputcs ‘ since I Like a true mistress of the 
*art of manoeuvre (iti its most amiable phase, I allow), 
you^have flattered me into the commission of 

some extempore prose, and are now intent on involving 
mo deeper and deoiier still. But my amour propre 
Iiaving bc«n gratified in your mode, now claims its own 
method of indulgence. I must be wilfUi and peremp- 
toiy, thei^fo^e, even^with Lady A.liston. Shall I r ead 
Milton, or will you 0dy ^n the h^wp^chord ? *"*** 

X I lova tesee yo^p€Temp|ory; it exdtes , 



CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


and then your blood more freely, and your eye 
laughs wit|i meaning. Only call \ne not* Lady Austen 
-T-that reminds me of your awful reserve and magni- 
ficent politeness vrtien we^rst became acquainted. 

C. A dgy to be marked wiib a wliite stone in my 
experienpe. Yet it is humiliating to remember, that 
1 had seen you from the window, and urged Mary 
to invite you to tea, so appalled was I at your arrival, 
so apprehensive at meeting a stranger, that it required 
the united appeals of our household to induce me to 
face you. Things soon altered for the^tter. i'Kll 
you Sister Anno note, > 

Z. A. re/fierctments/ Yes, Mr Cowper; J^d 
you have immortalised me — have yousnot? — in cemiin 
lines, commencing ‘ Dear Anna,’ in which you spo^ of 
your original diffidence — ' 

‘ A transient visit intervening, 

And made almost without a meaning, 

Hardly effect of inclination. 

Much less of pleasing expectation.’ 

Not very obscure tkatf sir j which transirtit \dsit, how- 
ever^ 

‘ Produced a friendship, then began, 

That has cemented us in one.* 

O. A fHendship that has beenj and is, 2>ne of the 
choicest blessings of a life easily in need of them. Be 
yours the blessing promised to such as comfort those 
who mourn ! I cannot recopipense you ; but you shall 
be recompensed at tlie resurrection of the just. 

Z, A. Mr Cowper, shall I turn to tlie liarpsidiord now ? 
Stay. Let me cherish for a moment the bright 
vision revealed by your friendship to dark and dreary 
liouTS. The heart knoweth its own bitterness — ^but for | 
once a stranger did intermeddle therewith; a stranger 
who cast salt into that fountain of Marah, and stilled 
the agitation of its waters, till they became like the 
wraters of Siloam that go softly. Anna, Anna I if you, 
could but fathom my wo (thank God you camiot, i>ray 
Gfxi you never may ! ), you would see into the value ‘of 
every opiate, every*balm, every solace to its strange 
anguish. If 

X. A . Come, listen ! Music hatl charms to 

C. If you could pierce the darkness that may bo 
felt— (all, "was there any plague in Egypt like dia^ 
plague?)— you would Icam the Worth I attach to every 
streak of light. They whose lot is the waste howling 
wilderness learn to prize the pillar of cloud by day, and 
of fire w'hcn the sun is set. Only affliction catches the 
tnia^eaniiig and melofly’bf songs in the night. But | 
there iiSomcthing oppressive in tliat meaning, some- 1 
thing awful in that melody. I 

Z. A. A Ilona! I am impatient to exhibit my harpsi- 
chord powers. Shall it be Handel, or Haydn, or our 
own Purcell? or are you curious to hear the air that 
last electrified Ranelagh ? 

(Z Sister Anne, I feel for the moment averse to 
music, even Handers— to badinage, even yours. I am 
not i* the vein. , 

^ it. Wherefore I must scold you into it. When 
yWii1iM4j|ast dispossfi foi recreation, then is recreation 
the thing fot you. One of your noble society of poets, 
Mr Cowper, has said — 

‘ Sweet reereo^Idn barred, what doth ensue * 

But moody and melancholy, ' • * 

(Kinsman to grim i^d ^mfortless despkir); * i 
And at her heels a hugt>^ . 

Of pale diitemperatures, and foes to life ? ’ 

This is tnie doctrine, sir, though taken from the 
* Comedy of Errors ! :’ 

(7. The same poef has put on record words whiefi 
too Accurately express my own occasional feelings— 

There’s nothing In this woidd make me joy: 

Life is as tedious as a iwire^teid tdi^ 
ear ofa ^wsy m 


L, A, Yon are determined, th^i, to reftrn bitter 
for my sweet, and . dark for my light, and frown for 
smile, and sigh for simper. These tilings ought not so 
to be. A little more of this pefVersencSs on Mr Cowijcr’s 
part, and I must lecture him, in good set terms, till 
he slirifiks from Sister Anne as one of the Eumcnides. 
I shall treat him to a dose of his own * Truth,’ and 
‘ Expostulation,’ Imd 

f'. Be merciful I He is also implicated in thq * Fro- 
gress-of^iMTor.* * 

Z. A, An erring brother, who may yet be rtJclaimcd 
by judicious admmistration of * Table-Talk.’ Wliat do 
you say ^ a season with us in yonder huge, overgrown, 
Bprightiyy letropolis ? 

O, What do you say, AnabeUa, to a course of pro- 
bation ill Dante’s Purgatorio f 

. L. A. If it were brief, and insured my fitness for the 
Paradiao, I might at least give it a second thought. 

C. I should, itjg^ras, have named the Inferno instead. 

*Z. A. And frfraefed it in tlie same breath, I» lioiic. 
Even for your poetic authority, such a poetic liceilBe 
were too bad. Could you not set foot in London with- 
out draggling in the mud of its streets ? Could you not 
see life without gazing on vice ? I do not ask you to 
play b.t Bro<ike8’, nor even to see Miss Young in Han- 
nah More’s last tragedy — nor to be wedged in among 
the hoops at Banc-lagli, listening to the strains, and 
lisping the praises, of Mr Shield and Mr Hook — nor to 
spliji with atliniriiig laughter at Miss Pope’s Tilhurin.a 
on the boards of Old Drury — nor to lounge vith Dr 
Johnson in the green-room aiflid a bevy of Mi*s Clivers. 
Let me 2 >re 8 cribe for you a more moderate systtmi — 
a gentle course of tonics. I will idedge my uiq)rolc'«- 
sioual reputation on-brjicing you up, and on making 
heaven Tirigliter, as well as earth dearer, to you l»y 
the change. 

C. 1 need scarcely undertake a journey to London 
for tne sake of recreation. If I cannot secure its 
blessing from the nature qf God’s making, how shall I 
from the artificiality of man’s ? 

Z. A. Have you ifo faith in my remedies? 

0. Canst thou adiuimstcr to a mind di.sea.se(l ? 

L. A. If yours Ik) one — yes. Have I not worried 
you again and again into levity uribeconiing a grave 
didactic iS»ct? Did I not (jpnvcrt you onct^ from, a 
brooding misnritlu^c Timon of Olney into a cliuckling 
Mercutio, by thatwory of John Gilpin, whitdi you forlh- 
Vith turnad into mci.j .^erse ? Your shout-s of laughttT 
yet ring in my ears. You can laugh witli the merriest, 
if not with the j^oudest and longest ; and nevcT, I believe, 
are the thoughts of your heart nw>rc innocent than then. 

C. I am not naturally an austere man, nor do tlio 
lines in my forehead naturally settle into a frown. Aly 
conmlsiona i)roduced hy^o^ir Gilpin were involuntary 
and inevitable ; and however their extravagance might 
offend some worthy people, I do not even now (depressed 
as I am) feel tliat there was much to be ashamed of in 
those violent peals. • • 

If* A. I only wish I had another John Gilpin in my 
repository of traditions to stir you up to another 
explosion. 

C, Yon colt me a night^s rest on that occasion j for 
sleep was Jiiocked into flight by recurring fits of laugli- 
tcr ; and I came flown to bretfkfast with a ready-made 
poem on the woes of the worthy wight. I fancy Lutlier 
j would have laughed without restraint at a p(xirer joke 
them this— and be was a good man, one of the first in 
tho\ingdom of Heavwn, 

•Z. A. I wsh you would set to and indite another 
ballad ii% the same key. I will try find find you a 
subject 

’ C, You must alfio find me the spin ts. 

1. A* What poem engages you at present? 

Qi None. My strength is to Mb still. 

Z, A. Why not, fcff novelty's sake, try your Pegasus 
on tire bread ilop^ of blank T)^o^ 
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C, Bccftuse he w%uld run away to I’lder. My 
Pegasus will only amble Along the natro^ir roads hedged j 
ill by rhyme. The bellB and jingling of rhyme are part , 
of his harnessj atid so iilbd is he to the tinkle, that in 
missing it he would miss his fboting too» 
i/. A. I doubt that. He might stumble Ohee, but 
would soon recoTor hii&seli; and spurning the harness 
and the confined thoroughfare, woujU bound into the 
freedom and exult in the variety of a new career. ^ 

C. Bltmk verso demands, whatorer may. thought 
to the contrary, more toil and energy than rliyme, and 
involves infinitely greater difficulty and fatigue. Atoan 
had need be liealthy in body as well as mind who pro- 
poses to adopt it— for to sustain it successfi^y Imposes 
a heavy tax upon botji. 

Z. A. Do you apeak from experience? If so, unlock 
your desk, Mr Cowper, and read — read — read ! 

C. Sister Atmo, you know all tliat my desk 
tains. It is as empty as my brai^f blank verse. 

Z.*A. I insist upon it that sucll^acancy is discredlt- 

‘Tflile both to the wooden desk and- 

C, Tlvc wooden head. 

Z. A . Against which I mean to rap for blank verse 
till 1 am answered. Occupation and recreation are 
both eligible acquaintance for Mr Cowper ; and* I am 
persuaded tliat he may cultivate the good offices of both 
by coiiijiosing a poem mt in rhyme. His success in 
rhymes is un fait accompli. I will guarantee an equal 
triumph in blank verse. > 

(1 You are a daring speculator, Anna. And pray 
vlmt subject will insure this glorious victory? 

/. A. With you, any subject. 

C. What illimitable genius is Mr Cowper’s of Olney ! 
Iloiner miglit have failed Imd Ids epic treated of the 
afternoon nap and domestic habits of old Priam — not 
so ^Ir CowixT : Milton might have been tedious had 
he composed ten books on the manufacture, of Adam’s 
original vestments — but such tedium w'ere irn^ssihlci^ 
in Mr Cowper : Thomson njil?ht have provoked a yawn 
had his ‘ Summer Season ’ boon conlined So an exiKjsi- 
tion of colic and the sorrows of bating unripe iiears — 
but Mr CowiKJr would rentkr it fascinating to the 
boudoir as well as .to the medical gazettes. Do you 
mean all this? 

Z. A. Divide the sum of your exaggeration by a 
fraction of common sense, ami the quotient will give 
niy lueaning. Como — promise to set about the task I 
propose. n 

C. Will your importunate ladyship name the subject 
in particular a.s well as tlie task in geqeral? Give me 
a theme. 

Z. A. Ah! you relent. But don’t quibble about a 
subject ; you can write aboijJ; anything. This sofa, for 
instance. 

Heroic indeed! The * Iliad* opens with 

‘Achillea’ wrath, to Greece the direful spring 
Of woes unnuiJilwred 

the ‘^iiieid’ with ‘Arms and the Man’ who hegal the 
glorious Latins: the ‘Paradise Lost’ with 

‘ Man’s first disobedience, and the fuiit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death iutp the worid, and all bur wo.’ 

My epic must commence with the StAftUng annuncia- 
tion : ‘ I sing the Sofli,’ or some equivalent sublimity.^ 
Z. A. You agree to undertake the task? 

C. How were it possible lohg?r tO' resist the 5hpor- 
tunities of the fair? Show me, atid I would rtot. 
Agrwd, tlien— the Sofa shall be ryiy Task; nor will I 
forget to celebrate the cvenijjgwhen that. task was im-, 
posed: the sights and sound sot wHlch wo are conscious 
as we sit on this sofa, shall bC ititroduoed, that Sister. 
Anne’s share in the project may bo kept iii r^em- 
hranoe. That twan^ng horii bf the poitnian now 
crossing the bridgt', with to budget bf news good and 


bad-^^e pleasant look of those clqsed shutters and 
' ^awn curtails— tiie^crackling of the fire— the liissitig 
of that garrulous urn— the clatter of those "tea-cupS-^ 
all shall find room, If I iday sing a sofa into epic 
dignity, why not the Tea-table also? 

X. A. Ay, and introduce Dr Johnson at Ms thir- 
teenth cup, an’ it please you. Mind you begin to- 
morrow morning in good earnest ! . 

WIFE’S STRATAGEM.’ 

CfeiPTAnr MABMApuKE Smith, whom I have had the 
honour of once or twice before introducing to ' the 
refers of the «^oumal, is — ^judging from his present 
m^dane, matter-of-fact clmracter — about the last man 
oneh^^ould suspect of having been at any time of his j 
life a victim to the ‘ tender passion.* A revelation ho 
volunteered ti? two or three cronies at the club the 
Mlier evening undeceived us. The captain on this - 
Occasion, as was generally the case on the morrow of 
a too great indulgence, was somewhat dull-spirited and 
lachrymose. ^ The weather, too, was gloomy ; a melan- 
choly barrel-organ htul been droning dreadfully for 
some time beneath the windows; and, to crown all, 
Mr Tape, wlio has a quick eye for the sentimental, 
had discovered, and read aloud, a common, but sad 
story of madness and suicide in tlie evening paper. 

It is not, therefore, so surprising that tender recollec- 
tions should have revived with unusual force in the 
veteran’s memory. 

‘You would hardly believe it, Tape,’ said Captain 
Smith, after a dull pause, and emitting a sound some- 
wliat resembling a sigh, as he relighted the cigar which 
had gone out during Mr Tape’s reading — ‘ you would 
hardly believe it perhaps ; but I was wornau-witched 
once my self r 

‘ Never I exclabned the r stonished gentleman whom 
he mldresscd. ‘A man of your strength of mind, 
captain ? X can’t believe It : it’s imiiossible ! ’ 

• ‘It’s an extraordinary fact, I admit; and, to own 
the truth, 1 have never been able to account exactly 
for it myself. Fortunately, I took the disorder as I 
did the measles — young ; and neither of tliese com- 
plaints is'ai>t to be so fatal then, I’m told, as wl ion 
they pick a man up later in life. It was, however, a 
very severe attack while it lasted. A very charming 
hand at hooking a gudgeon was that delightful Coralie 
Dufour, I must say.’ 

‘ Any relation to the Monsieur and Madame Dufour 
we saw some years ago in Paris ? ' asked Tap e. , * The 
husband, I remember, was remarkably Ibiid^vjfexpress- 
ing his gratitude to you for having once wonderfully 
carried him through Ms difficulties.* 

Captain Smith looked sharply at Mr Tape^as if he 
suspected some lurking irony beneath the bland inno- 
cence of his words. Perceiving, as usual, nothing in 
the speaker’s countenance, Mr Smith — ^blowing at the 
same time a tremendous cloud to conceal a faint blush 
whgjh, to my extreme astonishment, I observed stealing 
over Ms unaccustomed features— said gravely, almost 
solemnly : ‘ You, Mr Tape, fomarried n|g!v«w*Jvtlie 
fkther of a fUmiJy, and your own experiences therefore 
in the female line must be ample jfor a lifetime ; but 
you, sis,’ cobtinped the captain patronislnglyj address- 
ing jlhother of Ms auditors, ‘arc, I believe, as yet “ uii- 
altaelied,^ in a legal sense^ and may therefbro derive 
profit as well ks instruction from an example of the 
wty In wMc|i ardent and inexperienced youtli is some- 
times entraj^ied and bamboozled by womankind. Mr 
T^e^ dbl^ me by touching the hell.’ 

The instant the captain’s order had been pbeyed, he 
cbtatnenced the narrative of his Ithre adventure, and 
fdr a time spoke with his accustomed calmness *, but 
towards the dose became so exoMingly discursive 
and Ond it was with so much difficulty we^'iire^i 

from him m&y little.purtiodlars it was essential to 
\ • • • 
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heiM-, that I have beesn compelled, from regard to breVity his seven-league booU towfirds Tl^ French 

as \v^ as strict jeeprum, to soften down yid render in wore conscpuontly more than ever on the alert, and 
ii;y own woVds some of the chief incidents of his raishapf .1^^^ pyos watched with sharpened eagerness for indi- 
Jnst previous to the M<5ntcr conipaign which wit- cations of sympathy or corruspondenco between the 
uessed tlie second siege and fall of Badajoz, Mr Smith, citizens and the advancing army. I jumped up as soon 
in the zealous exercise of his perilous vocation, entered as the scsrgeaut-inajor had disappeared, and was about 
that caty in his usual disguise of a Spanisli country- to fpUew, when the mistress of the place approached, 
man, with strict orders to keep his eyes and ears wide and said hastily, ‘ I have heard all, and if not quick, 
open, and to report as speedily as possible upon various you will be sacrificod by those French dogs : this way.* 
military details which it was desirable the British general I fallowed an ipuer apartment, wlierc she drew 
should be mtidc acquainted with. Mr Smitli, froiil^'il^ from a well-concealed recess a French’ olScer’s uniform, 
first moment the pleasaiH proixisitiori was hinted to complete. “ On wdth it 1 " she exclaimed as she left the 
him, had manifested considerable reluctance to under- room. “ I know the word and countersign." I did 
take the task; more esi)ecially as G^eral riiillip^, require Cwtc telling, you maybe sure; and in less i 
Who commanded the French garrison, had not vlry no time was togged oif beautifully in a licuteni 


him, had manifested considerable reluctance to under- room. “ I know the word and countersign." 1 did not 
take the task; more esi)ecially os G^eral riiillip^, require Cwtc telling, you maybe sure; and in less than 
Who commanded the French garrison, had not vRy no time was togged oif beautifully in a lieutenant’s 
long before been much too near catching him, to ro^aer uniform, and walking at a smart pjice tow^ards one of 
a possibly still more intimate acquahitaneo with so the gates. I was within twenty yards of the corps-de- 
sharp a practitioner at all desirable. Nevertheless, as garde, when whom should I run against but Sons-Liou- 
the service w^as urgent, and no one, it was agreed, so tenant Victor I . He stared, but cither did not for the 
couipetent ad' himself to the duty — indeed upon this mcenent recognise or else doubted the evidence ot‘ 
point Mr t^inith remarked that the most flattering his owm senses. I quickened my steps — the guar^f. 


unanimity of opinion w as exhibited by alh tlie gentle- 
men likely, should he decline* the honour, to be selected 


challenged—I gave the w'ords, “ Napoleon, Austerlitz ! " 
— pass^ on ; and as soon as a turn of the road hid me 


in Ids place — he finally consented, and in due time from view, increased my pace to a run. My horse, I 
found Idmself fairly, within the walls of the devoted slmuld have stated, had been left in sure hands at 
city. * It was an uncomfortable business,* the captain about two miles’ distance. Could I reach so far, there 
said— ‘very niueh so— and in more ways than one. It was, I felt, a chance. Unfortunately, I had not gone 
took a long timo to accomplish ; ami what w^as worse more than five or six liundrcd yards, wdien a hubbub 
than all, rations were miserably short, llic French of shouts, and inuakct-shots, in my rear amiouncod 


garrison w^ere living upon saltwl horse-flesh, and you 
may guess, thorefon*, at tlio condition of the civilians’ 


that I w^as pursued. I glanced round ; and I assure 
yon, gentlemen, I have seen in my life many pleasanter 


victualling department. Wine w'as, how'cvcr, to bo prospects than met my view — Richmond Hill, for 
had in sufficient plenty; and I used frequently to pass instance, on n fine summer day. Between twenty and 
a few hours at a place of entertainment kept by an thirty voltigeurs, hciuled by luy friend Victor, w ho had 
Aiidiilusian woman, whose bitter hatred of the French armed himself, like tl\c others, w ith a nmsket, were in 
invaders, and favourable disjXJsitiou tow'iirds the British, full pursuit; luid once, 1 w’us quite satisfied, witlnn 
were well kuow’n to me, though successfully concealed gun-shot, my business w'ould l>e very cflcctually and 
fVom Napoleon’s soldiers, many of whom — sous-offieiers 8p<^edil5' setliqd. 


cliiefly' — w'cre her customers. My chief amusement 
there w’as playing at dominoes for a few glasses. 4 


‘ ‘ I ran on with eager desperation ; and though gra- 
dually nearcxl by iny friends, gtiiiicd the hut where 1 


played when I had ^ choice with a smart, gcxMllsh- ! had left the horse hi safety. The voltigeurs were 
looking sous-lie\iteiiant of voltigeurs— a glib-umgued | tlirowm out for a few mjnutes. They knc\v, liowover, 
chap, of the sort that tell all they k'low, and something that 1 had not passed tlie thickish dumps oi In es 
oyer, with v'ery little pressing. His comrades addressed which partially concealed the cottage; jind they ex- 
him ns Victor, the only name I then kneiv him by. tended themselves in a 8emicirf!le to enclose, and thus 
He and I became very good friends, thq more readily make sure of theij^ prey. Juan. Sanchez, luckily for 
that I was content he Should generally w in. I soon himself, was not liomc ; but my horst*, ns 1 have 
reckoned Master Victor up ; but there w’as an old, stated, wuis ^afe, ami condition for n race. 1 

wiiyr grediH of a sergeant-major sometimes present, saddled, bridled, and brought him out, still conecal(Hl 
wlio ge sus picious luanner caused me frequent twinges, by the trees and hut from the Frcncb, w'hosc exulting 
One clay^^Bpccially I caught him looking at me in a shouts, as they •gradually closed upon the spot, grew 
way that sent the blood galloppiug tbrougli my veins momently louder and fiercer. The sole tlesperate 
Ukc wildfire. A look, Mr Taix?, vrliich may be very chance left w as to dasli right through them ; and 1 ilon’t 
likely followed in a few minutes afterwards by a halter, luiud telling you, gentlemi^n, that I was confoundedly 
or by half-a-dozen ballets through one’s body, is apt to frightent*d, and that but for tlie certainty of Ix-ing 
excite an unpleasant sensation.’ instantly sacri^ced without benefit of clergy, 1 should 

* I should think so. I wouldn’t be in such a predica- have surrendered at once. There was, however, no 
ment for the creation ! ’ time for shilly-ghallyinf. I U>ok another pull at the 

‘It’s a rituation that would hardly suit you, Mr saddle-girths, mounted, drove the only spur I hod time 
Tape,’ replied the veteran with a grim smile. ‘ Well, to strap on sharply into the animal’s flank, and in an 
the^pajt^aded old followed up his look with a instant broke cover ia full and near view of the expoct- 
number int^esting queries concerning my birth, ing and impotent voltigeurs; and a very brilliant 
parentage, and pigsent occupation, my answers to reception they gave me-^quite a stunner in fact I It’s 
which so operated upon him, that I fell qu^e cer- a very granfi thing^no doubt, tojxj the exclusive object 
tM when he shoqk hand^ with tn(s> and expressed of attention to twenty or thirty gallant men, but so 
himself perfectly satisfied, and saunteret^ tarclllis^' littlo selfish, gentlemen, have I been from my youtlj 
out of the plge^ that lie was gone to report his €pwards in the article of “ glory," that I assure you 1 
surmises, and would be probably back again in tsvo shouHhave been retnadtably well pleased to have had a 
twos with a file of soldiers and an order my arrest, fewscompanions — the t^ro the merrier — to share the 
He hud put me so smartly rinsphfi^h my facings, tliat monopoly which I engrossed as I came suddenly in 
although it was qui^ a ooM day ^ain, I give you si^t. ThS fiashos* reports, bullets, so/tcCs, which in 
my honour 1 perspi^ to the very tips of my fingers ^an instant gleaniedUiii wtf^ eyes, and roared and sang 


BodligO»fand might theiefoi^ be alreadl^ should start up over a a few yard^ in 


t 
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advance, ffut my doi^no-playcr Sous-Lieutenant Victor ! 
Ill an instant his musket was raised within two or 
three feet of ray face. Flash 1 — ^bang I I felt a blgw|| 
as if from a thrust of reft^hot steel ; and for a moment 
made sure that my was off. With difflcultY I kept 
my seat. The horse dashed on, and I j^as "speedily 
beyond the chance of capture or pursuit. & drew 
bridle at the first village 1 reaclieS, and f(>U.nd that 
Victor’s bullet had gone clean through both clucks. 
The marks, you see, are still plain enough.’* « 

Tills was quite true. On slightly separating the 
gray hairs of the captain’s whiskers, the places ^ere 
the ball had made its entrance and exit wei^distinctly 
visible, # * 

‘ A narrow escape,* I remarked. 

^ Yes, ratiier ; but a miss is as good as a mile. The 
effusion of blood nearly eboked me; and it was asto- 
nishing how muen wine and spirits it required to wa^^ 
the taste out of my mouth. I found,* continued^lMl'' 
Smith, ‘on arriving at heaxl - qifJrtcrs, that Oiudlul-.. 

I^odrigo had fallen as reported, and that Lord Welling- 
ton was hurrying on to storm Badajoz before the echo 
of his guns should have reached Massena or SouU in 
the fool’s paradise wlieve they were both slumbering. 

I was of course for some time on the siek-lifi^, and 
consequently only assisted at the assault of Badajoz as 
a distant spectator — a part I always preferred when 
I had a choice. It was an awftil, terrible business,’ 
added Mr Smith with unusual solemnity. ‘I arg not 
much of a philosopher that I know of, nor, except in 
stirvicc hours, particularly given to religion, but 1 
romemlx'r, wlien the roar and tumult of the fierce 
hurricane broke upon tbo calitr and silence of the 
night, and a stonn of hell-fire seemed to burst from 
and encircle the devoted city, wondering What the 
stars, W’hich were shining briglitly overhead, thought 
of the strife and din they looked so calmly down upon. 
It was gallantly done, liowever,’ the veteran adJbd in aj 
hrisker tone, * and read well in the Gazette ; and that*l 
perhaps is the chief tiling.' ' # 

‘But >vhat,’ I asked, ‘has all'this to do with the 
charming Curalie and your lo»<e-adveiiture ?’ 

‘ Everytliiug to do with it, as you will immediately 
find. I remained in Badajoz a considerable time after 
the departure of the anny, and was a inyo frequent 
visitor than ever at the iiouse of the excellent dame 
who hml so opportunely aided my escape. She was a 
kind-hearted soul with all lie»:iwii>UetivencaB ; and now 
that the Frcncli were no longer riding rough-shod over 
the city, spoke of those who were lurking al)out in 
concealment — of whom there were befieved to be not 
a few — with sorrow and compassion. At length the 
wound 1 had received at ^icutenant Victor’s hands 
was thoroughly healed, aua*I vras thinking of depar- 
ture, when the Andalusian dame introduced me in lier 
taciturn expressive way to a charming young French- 
woman, whose husband, a Spaniard, had been slain 
during the assault or ftwik of the city. The intimacy 
thus begun soon kindled on my part into an int^ise 
admiration, Coralic was gentle, artless, confl<ling as 
she was beautifhl, and moreover — os Jeannette, her 
sprigVitly, black-eyed maid informed tme in confi- 
dence — extremely rich. Here, gentlemen, was n com- 
bination of charms to whieli only a heart or stone could 
remain insensible, and mine at the time was not only 
young, but particularly sensitive and ^dcr, owing in 
some degree, I daresay, to the low diet to which I haa 
been so long confined; for nothing, in my opiniop^akes 
the sense and pluck out of a man so quickly as that. 
At all events 1 soon surrenderW aLdiscretinn, and was 
coyly accepted by tlie hlusliii^ lady, Tlw^ wtfs only 
one obstacle,’ she timidly obJHP^odf * to our happiness. 
The relatives of her late liusband, by law her guar- 
dians, were prejudiced, mercenary wretdies, anxious to 
marry her to an old hunks of a Bjpaniard> so tlmt the 
property of her late husband^ chiei^ consisting of 


precious, stones— he had been a lapidary— might hot 
pass into theshands (5f foreigners, I can scaycly believe 
It now/ added Mr Smith with great heat; ‘but if I 
didn’t swallow all this stuff like sack and sugar, I’m. a 
Dutchman 1 The thought of it, old as I am, sets my 
very blood on fire!* 

‘At length/ continued Mr Mannaduke Smith, as 
soon as he had partially recovered his equanimity — 

‘at length it was agreed, after all sorts of schemes had 
beei|^canvassed and rejetited, that the Mr widow should 
W'fimuggled dut of Badajoz as luggage in a large chest, 
vfiiich Jeannette ^nd the Andalusian landlady — I forget 
that woman’s name— undertook to have properly pre- 
psjed. The marriage ceremony was to he performed 
by^ priest at a village ab(fUt twelve English miles off, 
wit%whom Coralie undertook to contmunicate. “I 
trust,” said ^at lady, “to the honour of a British 
officer”— I had not then received my commission, but 
no matter — “that he, that you, Captain Smith, will ; | 
respect the sanctity of my concealment liill we arrive 
in the presmice of the reverend gentleman who,” slio 
mlded with a smile like a sunset, “ will, I trust, unite 
our destinies for ever.” She placed, as slic S2)oke, lier 
charming little hand in mine, and I, you will hardly 
credit it, tumbled down on my knees, and vowed to 
religiously respect the dear angel’s slightest wisli ! Mr 
Tape, for mercy’s sake, pass the wine, or the bare recol- 
lection will choke me ! ’ 

I must now, for the reasons previously stated, con- 
tinue the narrative in my own words. , 

Everything was speedily arranged for flight. Mr 
Smith found no diflioulty in procuring from tlie Spanish 
commandant an order which would enable him to pass 
his luggage through the barrier unsearched ; ' Jeannette 
was imnctual at the rendezvous, and iioiuted exultingly 
to a large chest, which she whispered contained the 
trembling Coralie. The chinks were sufficiently wide 
to admit of the requisite quantity of air; it locked 
inside, and when a kind of saihdoth was thrown loosely 
cfher it, there was nothing very unusual in its appear- 
ance. Tenderly, tremulously did the rejoicing lover 
assist the precious load into the hired biillock-oart, 
and off they started, Mr Smith and Jeannette walking 
by the side of the richly-freighted vehicle, 

Mr Smith trod on air, but tlie cart, whicli had to 
be dragged over some of the worst roads in the v^orld, 
mocked his impatience by its marvellously slow jiro- 
gress, and when tliey halted at noon to give the oxen 
water, they were stiU three good miles from their des- 
tination. -• 

‘Do you think?* said Mr Smith in a ^isper to 
Jeannette, holding up a full pint flask wliicdi he had 
just drawn from his i>ocket, and jiointing towards the 
chest — ‘ Do you think ? — Brandy and water — eh ?’ 

Jeannette nodded, and the gallant Smith gently 
aiiproached, tapped at the lid, and in a soft low whisper 
profierefl the cordial. The lid was, with the slightest 
possible delay, just sufficiently raised to admit the 
flasl^ and instantly reclosctl and locked. In about ten 
minutes the flask was returned as silently as it had 
been reticived. The enamoufed «oldier rais^it -v^-jhis 
Ups, made a profound inclination towards his concealed 
flailed, and said gently, ‘ A votre* sante', cliannantc 
Coralie^ ’ The benignant and joyous expression of Mr 
Smith’s face, as he vainly elevated the angle of the 
fiftst in e!taiDCtation of the anticipated draught, assumed 
an exceedingly puzzled and bewildered expression. He 
petred into the opaque tin vessel; pushed his little 
finger into neck to remove the Itiose cork or other 
sul^tauce that impetled tlie genial flow ; then shook it, 
and listened curiously for a splash or gurgle^ Not a 
sound! Coralie had drained it to the last drop! Mr 
^ ^ith looked with comical earnestness at Jeiuinette, 
who boirat into a oLun<x>ntPOlla^le laughter. _ 

tliiadome is thirsty, she said, as soon as she 
;catch Bufficieir% breath ; ‘l| mUst be so hot in there.’ 
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* A full pint r 8^d tl^ captain, etill in blaulc aitonlah* 

ment, ‘ an^. strong-rrvciy ! * ‘ , 

Tbe approach of tlie carter interrupted what hfe 
fiiither might have had tS say, and in a few minutes 
the journey was resumed. The captain fell into a 
reverie W^hich was not broken tiu the cart again 
Stoppi^, The chest was then glided gently to the 
groutid : the driver, who had been lureviously paid, 
turned the heads of Ins team towards Badojor, and 
with a brief salutation departed homeward. 

Jeannette was stooping over the chelJt, converlh^ 
in a low tone with her mistress, and Captain Smiih 
surveyed ttie position in which he found hiniself with 
some astouishinent. No house, much <*.688 a churcljor 
village, was visible, ai\d nof a human being was t£ he 
seen. • i 

‘Captain Smith,* said Jeannette, approaching the 
puzzled warrior with some hesitation, ‘ a slight contre- 
temps has occurred. Tlio friends who were to have 
mot us here, mid helped to convey our precious charge 
to a place of siifoty, are not, as you perceive, arrived : 
perhaps they do not tliink it prudent to venture quite 
so far.’ 

‘It is quite apparent tlicy are not here,* observed 
Mr Smith ; ‘ but why not have proceeded in ^]ie cart?’ 

* 'What, captain I Betray your and mmlame’s secret 
to yonder Spanish boor. How you talk 1 * 

‘ Well, but my good girl, what is to be done? Will 
madainc get out and walk V * 

‘ Impossible -r impossible ! ’ ejaculated the amiable 
damsel. ‘We should be both recognised, dragged hack 
to tliat hatofhl Badajoz, and inadame would be shut 
up in a convent for life. It is but about a quarter of a 
mile,* added Jeannette, in an insinuating, caressing 
tone, ‘ and madame is not so ve/y heavy.* 

‘ The devil ! ’ exclaimed Mr Smith, taken completely 
aback, by this extraordinary iiroposal. ‘You can't 

mean that I should take that infer that chest upon 

my shoulders ! ’ 

‘ Mon Dieu ! what else ca« be done?’ replied Jeannetfe 
with pathetic eamestiiess : * unless you are determined 
to sacrifice my dear mistress — siic whom you pretended 
to so love— you liard-hearted, faithless man 1 ’ 

I^artially moved by the damsel’s tearful vehemence, 
Mr Smith reluctantly approached, and gently lifted one 
end of the chest, as an experiment. 

‘ nierc are a great many valuables there l)egideg 
madame,* said Jeannette, in reply to the captain’s look, 
‘and silver coin is, you know, very heavy.’ 

‘ At^^jxclaimed the pcn)lexcd lover. ‘ It is dcucedly 

imfortunSte — still Don’t you think,* he added 

earnestly, afte r again essaying the weight of the pre- 
cious biirtiieu, ‘ that if madame were to wrap herself 
well up in this sail-cloth, wo might reach your friend 
riip priest’s house without detection ? ’ 

*Oh, no — ^no — no I’ rejoined the girl. ‘Mon Dieu! 
how con you think of exposing madame to such 
hazard?* 

‘ How far do you say it is ? ’ asked Captain Smith, 
aft er a rather sullen pause. 

over tMb fislds yonder — half a mile per- 
haps.’ 

Mr Smith still^esitated, hut finally the tears and 
intreaties of the attendant, his regard for\hc kidy and 
her fortune, the necesrity of the position, in ^ort> 
determine him to undertake the task. <A belt v%8 
passed tightly round the chest, by means of wliich he 
could keep it on his back y after severa^nnsucceeSfhl 
efforts, the charming load was hnrly hoisted, and on 
the captMu staggered, Jeannette bringing up 

tife'rear. ; ../k/'"' « 

, , ^ ^|W|p^p|k!r'Bmith, thongh pmrspiring in every - 
ajid ^dnr as a cartou<h-box ma- 
mKgmmd emptied the onfy flask h^i^iad<--^il on under. 
SBriheh which seemed to ^|da hfe should^-1t>la4e6 to 
Ippmeor. He declares he im|t Imve iRst a ^tone of 


flesh at least before, after numerous^Vestings, be arrived, 
at tiie end of about an hour, at the door of a small 
house, which Jeannette announced to be the private 
residence of the priest. The^oor was quickly opened 
by' a smart lad, who seemed to hava been expecting 
them ; t^e Ohest was deposited on the floor, and Jean- 
nette rinstantly vanished. The lad, witli considerate 
IntefligCnce^ handled Mr Smith a draught of wine. It 
wa^ scarcely swalloilred when the key turned in the 
lock, thc^ eager lo^'er, greatly revived by the wine, 
spranff forwaid with extended arms, and received in his 
entmniastio embrace-^whom do you think? 

< CoralK half-stifled for want of air, and nearly dead 
with frf^lu ^* suggested Mr Tape. 

‘That rascally Sous-LiQutenant Victor! half-drunk 
with brandy and water,* roared Captain Smith, wlio 
had by this time 'worketl himself injj> a state of great 
excitement. ‘At the same moment in ran Jeannette, 
and, I could hardly believe my eyes, that Jezabel Cora- 
liej" followed by half-8-dozen French voltigcurs, scueam- 
ing with laughter 1 I saw I was done,* continued Mt"' 
Smith, ♦ but not for the moment precisely how, and but 
for his comrades, ,! should have settled old and new scores 
with Master Victor very quickly. As it was, they liad 
some difficulty in getting him out of my clutches, for I 
was, as you may suppose, awfully savage. An hour or 
so afterwards, when pliilosophy, a pipe, and some very 
capital wine — tliey were not bod feUow^s those voltigeurs 
— hal exercised their soothing influence, I was infoniied 
of the exact motives and particulars of the trit.*k wliicli 
had been played me. Coralie was Victor Diifeur’s wife. 
He had been wounded at the assault of Badajoz, and 
successfully concealed in that Aiidal;isian woman’s 
house ; and as the best, perhai)s only mode of saving 
him from a Spanish prison, or worse, tlie scheme of 
wiiieh I had been the victim w^as concocted. Had not 
Dufouj w oundcdi me, they would, I was assured, have 
.thrown themselves upon my honour and generosity— 
which honour and generosity, by the by, would Jicvor 
have got (Joralie’s husband uj>on my buck, lil be 
sworn ! ’ 

‘You will forgive us, moii cher capitaino? ’ sai<l that 
lady w itli ouc of her sweetest smiles, as she handed me 
a cup of wine. * In love and war, you kiuwv, every- 
thing is 

‘ A soldier, i|^|llcmcn, is not made of adamant. I 
was, 1 confess, softened ; and by the time the parfy 
broke up, We were alt^;;rbe8t friends in the w'orld.’ 

‘And so that fat, jolly-looking Madame Dufour wo 
saw in Paris, ij the beautiful Coralie thiit Ix^wittiied 
Captain Smith ? ’ said Mr TajHJ llioughtfrilly— ‘ Well ! ’ 

‘ She was younger forty years ago, Mr Tape, than 
when you saw^ her. Bc|«itiful Coralies are rare, I 
fancy, nt her j)resent age, and very fortunately, tot), in 
my opinion,’ continued Captain Smith; ‘for what, I 
shoula like to know, would hecorae of the iwiace and 
comfort of society, if a woman of sixty could bewitch a 
man as easily as she dot’s at sixtt'en ? * 

MODEL LODGING-HOUSES FOR THE 
WORKING-CLASSES. 

DuniNO tke last few years, Ixinevolent associations 
have established •lodging -hoifces for the working- 
classes, and ‘more especially for the migratory portion 
^f tliem, in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, 
and g^er places in J^otland, with a marked degree of 
Bucc^ and palpably^ good results. We have adverted 
to ftie Bulu^Pt before ; but tlmt was at a time wlicn 
such concepts wercidn their infancy. We are now able 
to show the fruits of of several years, 

forming the strpn|(?«t' possible encouragement to the 
estiLbUsliment of model lodging-houses for the work- 
where they have not yet been 

in ^uburgh, the. lodging -houses which received 
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migratorji* labourii^ people .were formerly of a moat 
wretched character— dark, dirty, unveiitilated, afford- 
ing miserable acoommodationa, and no aeparation jof 
pure from impure ; so tliat they were at once hotlieds 
of disease and of crime. In the attempt to correct or 
mitigate these evils by the establiahinent of model 
lodging-houses, two things had to be kept in .view : 
that the accommodation to be had at the hew houses 
should he in all these respects better; and that the 
rates charged should at the sam^ time ho no higher. 
Nor was it lost sight of, tliat in order to ne of any 
extensive or permanent |enefit to the communit|r, the 
latter element — cheapness — must be obtained by eco- 
nomy of management, not by eleemosynary contribu- 
tions. Unless such establisluaents were proved to he 
self-supporting and remunerative in a pecuniary view, 
tliey could not be objects of imitation to the keepers of 
private lodging-houses. . 

A small sum (about L,200) having been rmsed 
subsyiption, the first of tlie Vioforia Lodging-hot^T 
■nki Edinburgh (and it is believed the first of the kind 
in Great Britain) was opened at No. 86 West Port in 
September 1844, At first the lower part of the house 
only, with accommodation for 18 lodgers, was fitted 
up; soon after another flat was added; and before the 
expiry of the first year, the whole accommodation whicli 
the house could afford (for G2 lodgers) was made use 
of. The rate of payment was fixed at tlirecpence per 
night (the seventh night (jrutis^ being the usual charge 
in the lowx'st class of lodging-houses), eacli l)ed being 
idlowed to contain two persons. h"or sixpence any 
lodger can obtain exclusive use of a bed. During the 
first twelve months, the average number of lodgers was 
only 12 per night, increasing very rapidly in the fol- 
lowing months to 30 ; and during the last six months 
of the second year rising to 46 per night— the total 
number of lodgers during the year having been 12,707. 
During the second year, the income derived froiudodgers 
exceeded the current expenses by L.17, which may bef 
considered fully cciuivaletrt to tlij interest on the 
original outlay in the purchase, and loss by tear and 
wear of furniture. The following, or third year, there 
was a surplus of nearly L.58, During the same year 
(in August 1847), a second model lodging-house was 
oixMied by the association at No. 116 Cow^te, capable 
of receiving 80 lodgers, in 'which, during tife first year, 
no fewer than 21,278 persons obtained accommoda- 
tion ; the result being, tha^ aj^the end ^f the year 
tlicre was a surplus of income over expenditure con- 
siderably exceeding L.lOO ; and during each of the two 
years which have since elapsed the iflirplus has been 
even greater. The success wliich had hitherto attended 
this undertaldng, and the great anxiety expressed in 
many quarters that a hoxse should be established 
where unnuirried females might find special protection, 
led to the establishment of a third Victoria Ix^ging- 
house, in No. 2 Merchant Street, for females and mar- 
ried persons — unmarried men being excluded ; in which, 
during the first year, recently elapsed, accommodation 
has k^n afforded to 9223 persons. The extent of the 
influence of these establishments will he seen iu the 
annexed table, w^hich shows the numbo| of lodgers in 
each of the houses during the past year, besides about 
2000 children, for whom no cliorge is mud^— 



; Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

In West Port House, 

18.t»3 

953 

19,605 

In Cowgate House, . . 

86,367 

... 

85,307 

In Merchant Street House, 

J.704 

7,519 


Total, giving an average 1 
of 1046 weekly, . / 

46,984 

• 

M71 

54,395 


Nothing has yet been saiitaf t^e nature of the ac-* 
commodation to be found in , l^ese houses. Without 
entering into details, vhloh ai^ heq^ imp^ they 
may be characterised as affording suffld^y vllthout 
luxury, and cleanliness with the absedute exclusion of 


all disorder^ or apparently disreputable Arsons.* In 
each of the houses ihc rooms are so numerous as to 
admit of th^ classification of lodgers.* Tlie bedsteads ^ 
are all of iron. The system of giving each lodger 
exclusive nse of a bed has nqt yet been fully carried 
but in any of these houses; butHt has been success- * 
fully practised in the Dundee Lodging-house, and has 
been to spme extent, adopted in the Edinburgh houses ; 
and its desirableness is folly admitted by those in the 
management of them. 

Each housc^s under the charge of a superintendent 
(%pon whose ^ciency much of the success of the under- 
taking has been* found to depend), and is subject to 
rej^ations framed by the committee of management, 
aiM strictly enlOTced upon|Lll lodgers ; and in very few 
cas^has difficulty been found in obtainjng compliance 
with\hem, the absolute power of exi)ulsion being suffl- , 
cient to secure obedience. ■ 

It is difficult to convey a just impression of the 
greatly -increased comfort, he^thiness, .and security 
afforded in these houses, without appearing to exagge- 
rate. Theyawill be much better understood by a visit, 
to which all interested in the matter arc invited, and 
wliich will repay the trouble. One or two things, how- 
ever, may be mentioned about thtise houses. While 
there haw been now in all some 170,000 lodgers in them, 
hardly any cases of fever, cholera, or other infectious 
diseases, have occurred, although the houses are situated 
in localities very much exposed ; and wherever there 
has been any reason to suspect such disease, the patient 
has been at once removed to the hospital ; so that in 
no single instance luis disease been known to be propa- 
gated by means of them. In tliis respect the contrast 
between them and the orilinary lodging-house? which 
they aim at improving .is very favourable. Mucli in 
tills respect is no doubt due to greater cleanliness and 
better ventilation. In reference to the security they 
afford, it may be mentioned, that the police ore in the j 
habit of directing to them any strangers or persons, 
qppecially young females, requiring protection, who may i 
be Imiuuing for lodgings ; and that, in some instances, < 
persons having died in the houses^leaving money, it lias 
been duly paid to their legal representatives. The pro- 
tection afforded to morals and character can hardly be 
overstated, and that by a measure of control and by 
n‘gulations wliich will be felt a burthen only by tlie 
disorderly or the dissolute. 

Wlien these establisliments were set up, it was not 
intended that they should come in place of private 
lodging-houtcs, but that they should te the means of 
improving them, by enforcing a liigher standard of com- 
fort, order, and cleanliness ; and by showing ttfat houses 
in aU these respects so much better condueted than the 
great proportion of private houses, would be well fre- 
quented and receive a marked preference ; while at the 
same time, even under the less economical management 
of a public committee, with a paid superintendent, they 
would be able to maintain themselves. The experi- 
ment has been eminently successful ; and there is reason 
to Isfelieve ihat the improving influence of these models j 
is now acting upon the other Jodging-houscs for the 
working-classes. It was in* the view of thf eommittoe 
to keep a register of such lodging-houses as should 
seem entitle to be recommended by them, but tliey j 
have n6t yet found this practicable. j 

. Oiie o&the ol^ts of the present pa^r is to call the | 
a!ttentiQii |6f those who may be in circumstances to 
eftalffish such institutions, to the small pecuniary 
meofis whicli are required, and to the focilities which 

* In lately looking ovor an establishment of tbe same nature 
on Glasgow Green, we lyere somewhat suipriaed, and not a little 
amused, to hear of the * comm^ial. geatimieii/„ who come to the 
house— meuilog, as wo took pains to asoeiisl^ the same 

kind of persons who fwimt ordini^ hotella This, at least, is a 
strong proof of the tollable nature dt the aooommodations.^*‘*f$Kr' 
charge in is: AUp0m||p ntgkt for exclusive use of a bed. 



mfe a0btded the experience already had in their 
mahagphent'. It liM ' &ien already . ini^tiohed, that 
t d capital hbout L.2Ck), the first of the Ediht 
burgit hoitaes was aet upf which more than repaid the 
chTrent eaepenee^ at the end of the second year. The 
* sttcedh Aberdeen lias been even ‘btiorc remarkable 
: (in this resist nearly equalling that of the Cowgate 
' hQU^) t for there, starting with the same capital,' and 
. the same nightly charge of three^nce, at the endbf the 
first year the committee had in their hands a balance 
of no less than L.32 ; the total number of lodgers 
during the year having been 12,G72. The experieiii^ 
at Dundee has l)een to the sanio effect. 

It ought to be here mentioned, tl^jt besides thj^e 
already named, two other model lodging-houses ^ a 
smaller Scale are noticed in the papers from wliicl/ihts 
abstract is prepared. One of them, with accommoda- 
tion for dfi lodgers, was established in Ifalkeith by tlie 
Duke of Buccleuch in 1848 ; and the other, capable of 
receiving 12 bdgers, at New Pitsligo in Aberdeenshire 
by Sir John Porbes of Fettercaime in March 1849. 
For the guidance of any patriotic perso.’is who may 
have it in view to set up houses on the smaller scale, it 
may be mentioned that these can hardly be made self- 
supporting unless the superintendent hare at the same 
I time a shop or some other means of income. ^ 

The following hint, how to set about the establish- 
ment of a model lodging-house, may be taken from 
the history of the Edinburgh West Fort House. Tlie 
locality being deemed a particularly desirable one, on 
atksount of the number and badness of the lodgings in 
the district, a suitable house was ibuiid, with a sufficient 
number of rooms, and wdth immediate access from tlie 
street^ and a lease of it taken for ten years, at a rent of 
L.23. It was tUorouglily cleaned from top to bottom, 
and supplied with gas and water; considerable altera- 
tions ^ing made on the lowest fiat, so as to obtain an 
ample kitchen (all their meals being cooked by the 
lodgers for themselves) and a washing-house. No 
alterations were found to be necc^ssary in the upper 
flats beyond putting^ all in good rej>air, cleauing, and 
aflbrding the means of better ventilation. Each room 
was then supplied with as mkr^' fron bedsteads, and 
su^cient bedding for each, as were tliought coiivonient, 
and w'ith chairs; very little other furniture being 
necessary. The kitchen having been supplied with all 
the necessary utensils, and alK>ve all, the services 
of a trustworthy and efficient superintendent having 
l)cen secured, the house was ready for thcjr^eption of 
lodgers j of which noticre was given by affixing a xctj 
pronnneh^«eignboa^d, on which was painted ‘ Victoria 
Lodging-Tftouse ’ — with what results has been already 
shown* 

Two hooks are kept by tlie superintendent, in one of 
which he enters, each night, the name of every lodger 
in the house*; the other being a cash-book, in which mre 
entered all the sums received and disbursed. Into 
furtheir ^planations of the details of management we 
cannot enter ; but every information will lx; given 
to any inquirers, and all possible aid afi'orded to uiose 
Wha may contemiilat^the establishment of such insti- 
tutions in Jkhef i<X!^ probably there are very 

by so much g<^, with so little harm, 
may be as l^the moderate muUiplic^tion^of such 
cstoblisbihGikts. whose use they were de- 
signed am intlui ha^i^ v^cor^allyShqir 

sense of the bfenefit ^us conferred, and the gener^ 
propriety of demeanour observed by the inmates^ is 
highly cornxfiendable. By all means let tfiiem prosper, 
until they s3^ betMiiin^ superfiuotts through their very 
..efileiencyt ' ^ 

Tldf to, however, as but a Tery 

daUbtfiM|i^^P^ immediate interest of having the 
. too strong a temptation to be out- 

*|#ii||iMPi%e minds of the Mbeif of ^ 

iiiglier mdmgee distmife^on»derafionSr 


It is difficult to induce such persoi^ to enforce in their 
houses regulations which have the effect of excluding 
the profligate and the disorderly; and much time will 
probably be required befbre Ohe salutary influence of 
the model houses shall have toorhed dpwji to so , low a 
tevel. Until then, at least, they will still be necessary. 

ITALIAN OPESA in LONDON. 

■ * - ^ Tll^ QUBEK^ THEATRE. 

The spread*’ of musical taste in the British islands is a 
greaff fact which seems to ^ only dawning on the 
liigher organs of pei'iixlical literature. One cause of 
this niaj' the state of insulation in whicli (romposers 
stand with resjicct to the professors of other arts and 
sciences ; attaining as they frequently do to tlie very 
summit of musical power in comparative ignorance (>f 
the sister branches of knowledge. The two artists, 
for instance, who in vigour and prodigality of invention 
ha^’'0 surpassed all ithers in our century, werc^Qtt 
and Rossini ; but they stood in as little relation U. - 
each other ns the Shak&peare and Uiibens of tlie age 
of James and Mary de Medicis. The ignorance of 
composers, however, may lx; matchcfl by that of the 
literati ; one distinguished member of whicJi Ixxly 
compares music to rope - dancing, while almost all 
assign it a pbun; among the imitative arts. Then; cun 
be no greater mistake than this. Music is a feeling, 
of whicli sound is only the exponent ; and it belongs 
less lo the external than the mysterious and invisible 
world. 

The time is not distant, however, when music will 
be Ix'tter undersUxxl. Already it is fully taken up 
by an aristocracy which, from various causes, maintains 
an influence upon tastes and manners unknown in the 
same body on the continent. Neither submerged by 
the people, as in France, nor converted into household 
and m Jitary officers, as in' the rest of Europe, tlie 
i^iobility and higher gentry of England are able to 
I make anything popular thfty choose to adopt heartily. 

I Their reigning passion — ino/o especially that of the 
I female aristocracy — is qt present music; and if we 
i look IwKtk a liundred years to the. unintelliHjtual fri- 
volity of .the court of George II., and the reign of Beau 
Nash and the Bath waters, it will be a<lniitU;d that 
society has Vist i^liiug by the change. Already music 
is making its tMy downwards through every chink , 
and cranny of soeie tv.yj| nd even in tlie lower-middle 
and humbler classc;s there is a ixirccptible gravitation 
to the greatest works of the greatest masters. The 
great central l^opaganda or fountain-head, however, 
is the two Italian Operas in London; and having 
upon a former occasion devotctl an article to the 
physiology of the Opera iir Italy,* it may not be unin- 
teresting to say something now of the Queen’s Tlieatre 
and its rival Covent Garden ; in the latter of which 
the Italian lyric drama has fixed itself on the boai'ds 
trodden so recently by» a Kemble and a Siddons — a 
revefiution in public taste for which mere fashion could 
never account, and the reasons for wliich we attemptcil 
to develop in the article alluded to. 

The Queen’% Tlieatre is situated at the junction of 
the Haymaxket with Pall-Mall, and, considering the 
number of* arGhUoctural abonjons in London, is n 
res^tablo edifice ; but s^n from Cockspur Street, its 

is marred by tho cisteni which stands on the 
f^f like A large trunk or ])ortmantcau on the corner 
of » 4ablc. internall5^^5t is of n horse-shoe shaiie, and ; 
is qo^idered \veU proportioned. It is of nearly the 
same sis^o as the^^^S^ of Milan and Co vent Garden, 
fall considerably short of the magni- 
^tude of llie Queen’s Theatre i 

is acousficaiiy well eonit^cted, and has the peculiar | 
property of lighting up beautifully for the ballet, in | 

V * Italian Oponi,* No. 881, I 
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which the mppeal iAprincipally to the ejre ; but there 
is no spectacle produced on the sta^ equal to the view 
from the centre of the curtain, when the eye is d irected 
to the audience on: a gain night — that of a qrowded 
drawing* room, for instance, when the six tiers of^boxcs, 
hung wkh silki beauty pf a ^London 

season, the female aristocracy wearing the feathqi's of 
the morning. • 

Between the orchestra and the pit are the stalls or 
reserved seats, all numbered, and by the spisoii*as 
well as by the night. Some years ago the pAce of such 
siutts was fifteen shillings a night ; while by subscrip- 
tion, it was tliirty guineas for sixty nights, each repre- 
sentation coming thus to only about half a^wneo, a 
saving of nearly a tliird to the Opera fVequen There 
are now two Italian Operas, and tins j)rice is raised to a 
guinea, which will enable tlic reader to form an idea of 
the progression in the taste for Italian music duri])|f, 
tlie last doz(Mi years. As regards the classes who 
queiit Abe stalls, these are mostly Icnanted by the ea|^i 
■ l•4^i^che^or8 of the aristocracy, and the opulent section 
of the middle classes ; the counting-liouses of the Citj" 
furnishing larger contingents to the stalls than either 
clmrcli, law, or mtHlicine — good incomes being rarely 
aeliieved in these until the period of marriage* and 
iniildle age. When a lawyer docs go to the Opera, it 
is usually on a Saturday night, wlien the pressure 
of the business of tlie w’eek is over. Between the stalls 
and boxes is the pit, which differs fronj that of iin 
English theatre in tlic liiglier price—varyiiig, accord^ 
ing to pressure of demand, from se\’en shillings to half 
a guinea — and in the prevalence of evening costume, 
as well as in the access to the box corridors : for 
those who receive tickets from subscribers to boxes 
usually go first iritis the pit, paying a visit to the 
liuiiily box betwecMi acts. In the days of George IV. 
dandyism, iiidignunt letters from wearers of drab 
trousers used to appear in the newspapers opa their 
being refuscnl admittance, as incorrect in evening 
costume ; and even the owner of a wliite h^t has been 
known to ex[K)stulate his way iiitw the pit ; but such 

I difilTencos have now died away% 

! '.riie boxes arc not ojK-n nt the sides, as in other 
Fniglish tljeatres, but, as in Italy, are partitioned, so as 
to secure perfect privacy of conversation; and the box 
of a lady of fashion is tlie epitome of her di^ing-rooni, 
where slie receives a few select visits. Jime subscrip- 
tion nights are Ihiesday snd ^ and the box 

on the intervening lliiirsday iiighV is the property of 
tli(? manager, on which occasion the cutertainnieiits 
are usually aliuiidant in quantity, to siAt families who 
can affonl the entertaimnent only occasionally. On 
such evenings, however, the iierfonuances are generally 
loo long, and of a too miscsllaueous and detached a 
character to jilcase the habitual frequenter, who talks 
rather contemptuously of a ‘ long 'Thursday .' The 
prices of boxes vary considerably, acCiordiiig to demand 
* — from five to twelve gMineas— ^luring May, June, and 
, July ; but they are to be hat! on much lower U^nns 
previous to Easter, for the company of artists is not 
UBUiilly completed until the close of the ItaJiim Opera 
in Varis. Tliis regularity has been much broken in 
upon since the Revolution of 1848 ^ but there can bo 
no doubt that the Baris Reason will bo henoefortii made 
to suit that of London, as Mr Lumley, the proprietor 
of tlie Queen’s Theatre, has become the lessee of the 
Italian Opera in Baris. Towards the clbse of thei 
London season boxes again fall in price,, althou^ the 
company is in full strength; bedkuse at tlie IuUct qpd 
of July and during aU August ttiwn is gradually 
thinning ; so that just before the ^mmcijicment of 
partridge - sliooting, on the September, and 

about the period of the prorogation oif parliament, a 
few representations are given at playhouse prices, 
and tlie London fashionahle seasqn is supposed to 
terminate. Thus the Italian Opet'As regulate them- 


selves by the parliaiiieajary session ; Iho 12th ^ 
August^wlrea grouse-shooting commences-^hastening 
Ike ^massacre’of the innocents,’ as the fiasty^cgislatioii 
of this part ;of. tlie year is called, and the approach of 
the Ist of September putting them out of pwn, as there 
would be no chance of carrying on the business of the 
session after that cpocln 

A large proportion of the boxes are not let to fami- 
lics, but to booksellers, who relet them to third parties. 
Tins connection of the proprietors of circulating libra- 
ries with the^Oikjra arose from subscribers handing 
o^(ir their Iwx to their bookseller to be let on niglits 
w-hen they were themselves otherwise engaged; and 
tliis was some y^irs ago a lucrati ve branch of business 
in jjhe hands oi Messrs Sgnis, Mitchell, Ebers, and 
Anen^s ; although it has latterly been siiuch divided, 
all the princijial music-sellers, and even wine-mer- 
eliants and otliA* tradesmen in the large tUoroughfures 
Jin the vicinity of the theatre, speculating largely on 
the rise and fall of Oix^ra admissions, and being, us it ' 
were, musical brokers. Eor this reason there is no 
fixity in the price of boxes and stalls, ext)rl>itant prices 
being demanded on extraordinary occasions — sueli as 
the production of an opera whicli lias had great success 
in Baris or on the continent ; or on any unusual com- 
bination Iff talent— when, for instance, a Basta and a 
Malibran appear togetliur in tluj same ojmra, as they 
did in ‘tiemii’amide,’ wlien tlie former played her great 
part of tlie Assyrian queen, and Malibran filled the 
fine contralto part of Arsacc. The visit of a foreign 
sovereign usually creates a bumper. The writer of 
this article was invited to accomi>any a family to the 
Quoem’s Tlieatre on the niglit of the Emperor of Russia’s 
visit; and the box engaged for the occasion, altlipugli 
a small one on the fourth tier, cost twelve guineas, 
i It only rcMiiains to notice the gallery, one lialf of 
which is devoted to stalls at five sliillings, and the 
other half, wdtliout stalls, h open to the public at two 
^shillings and sixpence, tlie lowest sum of admiasioii; 
aigl here may be seen the moustached foreigner, who 
enjoys anti understands what lie scj^s and liears ; or the 
country bumpkin, who must not return home without 
being able . to say that be lias Ikxmi to the Opera. 
Brobably the lieat sets him to sleep; but at all events 
be raitdy sits out tlie seiumd act, saying to his friend, 
after the conclusion of this renowned and unintelligible 
entertainment, ‘ All, you never catclios me in such a 
slow coach as that again ! ’ Those vrho ai*e in tlic pit 
get access ad iibitnm to the gallery, and the boc'k of 
the up|x?r seat is the best place in the house for liear- 
ing an overture or favourite uir, although tlie icatures 
of the singers are ttnilistinguishable. ' 

The iixpenditure of the British public oh the two 
Italian Operas is consequently very large, but the 
expenses of the establishment are# so great, that no 
lessee of tlie Queen’s Tlieatre eau be ixiiiited out who 
has made a fortune. This Temple of the Muses is 
almost us well known to the imblic by tlie huge bank- 
ruptcies of Chambers, Waters, Ebers, Monk Mason, 
and Z^aporte, as by Uie successes of Basta, Malibran, 
and Liml ; for vflien tlie expensesj^range from L.70b to 
L.1000 every time tlie curtafii rWes, it ma/ be easily 
umjerstooil that a few months of scanty receipts involve 
an adventiu*^ of small means in irretrievable debts 
and emftirrassments, and if the defalcation continue 
fo4 ^Veral seasons consecutively, it must, en^lf a 
colossal capftal, Mr Lumley, the present pioprictor, 
fori^ an exceptibn to the list I have given ; for 
lie nad the. tood fortune to get ^sse^skm of the 
Queen’s Theatre after these successive bankruptcies, 
at the expense of which the modem inor^oate appetite 
Cor Italian Opera lias been created ^ and by^ tlie sale Of 
boxes in perpetuity, he rcidised about t,90;000^ his 
capital. He has consequently bqen punctual in Jiis 
payments, .althougl^ th% estabUshi^^ of an Itatoi'^ 
Opera in Covent Garden^ supported by several of 
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the Mt 4xjsg0r8, uaque^tionnUy d^stged tb^ 
Ta][^^ of property, and involred^ l^ in » BiaTjfiljflO 
which hiA neiihr heen at peiiodw^^ 

he held Wo JiicxQoptdy^^ Italian operatic entertaih- 
meotf X«|ot > aeemed very doubtftil if, nqt^ 

wlthitoptd^ff the enormona receipta, London could 
BuppGiti We expense of two Italian Operas; but We 
lea^seahip of the I^aris Opera is a great point gained 
for Mr Lumley . On tlio otlier hand, the great progpeo- 
tiye receiptg of the coming year of E^ubition will 
asa'uredly prolong the career of./Covept Garden for 
at l^iist another season, , ' 

As regards the detail of the exposes, the principal 
items are the high salaries of indiyidu^ singers. A 
highest-class female singe];, gets abom L.SOOO fitejiing 
for a season, and a Arst-claas male singer about I^iOOO. 
The former, witli concerts and her Paris engn^^ment, 
may consequently realise a sum of between L.6000 and 
L.7000 ; but if she creates a sensation (which, however, 
seldom lastst, above a season or two), much niore, A 
prtma donna of this description keeps her carriage, lives 
in handsome apartments, has usually nil her family 
living on her, often including idle sauntering brothers ; 
but she spends her time on anything but a b^ of roses, 
fVom the constant apprehension of new candidates for 
public favour. Nothing can bo more unreasonable tlian 
the outcry against the Idgb prices given to such singers, 
tlieir remuneration being in proportion to the sums 
which they draw to the theatre. During a considerable 
period of the freshness of their voice, their want of 
musical and dramatic experience prevents their occu- 
pation of the foremost rank ; and, on the other hand, 
when in the plenitude of dmmatic poM'er, foice and 
beauty are often on the wane : so that the few years 
of heyday must pay for a laborious education, and 
X^vide to old ago. Such is the explanation given by 
singfflps when -discussing this popular fallacy, which 
puts one in n^nd of the Swiss innkettpers in the high 
Alps, wdio, When taxed with having chargc<l cixorbitant* 
prices, answer tliat whatever may be the case in Eiig- 
land, the year of th^ Ali>ine inhkeeiwr consists of only 
two months. 

‘ No gains without pains * is a law from which no 
one is exempt; neither the artist of genius, creating 
the sketch out of the rude embryo, and the picture out 
of the sketch, nor the statesman, constructing bis scheme 
of national pcjlicy tk)m grains of heterogeneous fact.. 
From this law nobody is less free than the operatic 
singer. When he has completed his elementary musi- 
cal knowledge, passed the conservatory with 6;lat, and 
gainecT success on the stage, he has to go through the 
rehearses, wliicli, of all tiresome operations, are the 
ipost tiresome : and little do those wlio see an opera 
after rehearsal know what this ordeal is. The theatre, 
piurtially lighted by open shutters, and aided by an 
unsightly gas-pipe mn up in fix)nt of the stage, pro- 
ducing neither the gladness of day nor the artificial 
brilUanoy of night; the orchestra and all the per- 
fbnmmB ha hats; bonnets, and greatcoats; and the 
business; like a crab, or the pig of the ^shman, 'going 
towards by dint g<png backwards, the musical 
director jfOpxdng now and then to recommence 
from a pluvious point ; in sliort, whoever has had the 
patience and the curiosity to sit put one opera yehearsal 
would nen^ It may be said that 

tlie br^ the silager is earned by the^weat 6f ^he 
brow ; and this ^at tot seas^ no metaphor in the case 
of Lablacbe, a nian w^ght, wearing in 

the dog^yS^ in to opto of the < dress of 

haiiy tons, with ton Ids arms , and hands covered with 
imitatto to ^wny Mde and daw^ of the 
hrptbl^ hunuinity ^ ^ 

The ; to danooTs ape prised, and receive 

to intoio^ to that .of . the bto singers, 
of her rej^tntito 

toil'll^ ftocs to to 


Male dancers ad paid Jom. Ferret 
used to receive to during' the period of bis 
vigouL But dancers ore liable to gieatcr vicissitudes 
ton singora; by a false step they may be lamed for 
Woeket or montlis ; and even to strain of a tendon may 
touceia man ito a secondary or tertiary position as a 
(toto'^^^tunate, as was to case with Perrot, if he 
has 11^ genemk^ capacity, to become ballet-master. 
The Queen's Theato has < still the monopoly of the 
ballet, <^<4ng in ^vent Garden being confined to the ' 
so-oallea dtWrrisssmeTds, which are introduced either in 
the» regular course of the business of an opera — such os 
coronations, mtoiages, and village festivals^-or to 
relibv^ to tedium between acts. In grand operas, 
sudi as Aose of Meyerbeer, tlie Queen’s Theatre can- 
not compete with Covent Garden ; hut the bullet pre- 
serves to the former a feature of attraction i^eculiarly 
iis own. 

A ballet may be characterised as a fable in dumb 
show, in which oppertunities are created for djjncing, 
and frequently for supernatural machinery. Tb^ 
French school of ballet in the last century used to 
be pastoral ; and in the days of the elder Vestris the 
ballet was confined to a few simple incidents; such tie 
may4iapx>en in a village, with its lovers’ jealousies, the 
unwillingness of a parent to give his daughter in mart 
riage, and the arrival of the generous lord of the manor, 
who fiinushes a dowry, pacifies the griping j)arent, and 
iimkes Cdin a happy bridegroom. Afterwards the 
baliut became more vjiried and romantic, with con- 
siderable changes of scenery and costume, often taken 
firom a popular talc, such as the ‘ Manon ri^^sciuit ’ 
of the Abbe Prevost, or the ‘Paul and Virginia’ of 
Bemardin 8t Pierre, the two most j>opn]ar French 
narratives of the latter half of the eighteenth century. 
The later Frencli ballets are like the modern romances 
of the French scliool, more brilliant and varied, but 
muchfmore artificial, and trusting too much to sudden 
sur|)riscs and changes. 

But thoMtention to historical accuracy of costume, 
ami the faithful representation of the architei'ture of 
I)artic'ilar periods, is iijten^sting and instructive : thus 
what the French school of ballet lias lost ijr easy and 
unconstrained development of plot, has been partly 
regained bv an apx>roxiraation to the illusion of time 
and place.VT^to i® morcj historiciil, geographieid, 
and archfieoK^^iloal learning in a modern French ballet 
than forn^prly. for insUnce, can l>o more 
striking tluin to see, ns in ‘The Girl of Ghent’ (repro- 
duced, by the by, in London by Mr Bunn with great 
ability), a scehe <*xtK‘tly taken frrom one of TtMiiers’s 
■wedding pictures, with several hundred figures in the 
exact costume and colours of the period — fVom the 
drunkard with his red * stockings and clogs, to the . 
cavalier in the splendid costume of the period, not to 
mention the dwarf piper on the beer-barrel; so that 
wc f<?el as if we looked out of a w'iudow near Antwerj) 
in the iniddleof the seventeenth centuiy. If the rehearsal 
of bn opera is a laborious business, that of a ballet is « 
still more so ; for in the former case all the x>ersons 
engaged, from the first singer at LJOO per night, down 
to the chorisf'er at ten shillings, have the requisite 
musical knowledge ; but in the case of the ballet, a 
great nurlber of» persons are employed whose busi- 
ness is merely to wear a costume and form part of a 
towd. These supernumeraries require much drilling, 
are most wretchedly paid» so tliat if they have a 
faxn%, it is A difficiij^ matter to keep soul and body 
togetuer ; and wl^e the sinto nnd dancer of the first 
ctos oft^ends in a luxurious villa, surrounded by 
©yexy conHbrt, to last stage of the supemumeraty is ^ 
to tot desci!$to*By the bard of terrible realities 
jwriib to with ‘the moping idiot 

and the madnian gay.' 

Vffe ndw pass fiSm the stage to the orchestra, which, 
rmteret sultH>rdinate in the l^lish operas of a gene- 



ration ago,%nd eYen\i those of Italy up to the middle 
of hat <3entury, itow deimnds a degree of completeaneas, 
variety, and exeellenee which forms a subject of soli- 
citude to the mana^F. iThis lias resulted from the 
great importance ^hich-the wind instruments acquired 
in the age of, Mozart, and more espedally from the 
influence which the school of Beethoven has indirectly 
hod upon the stage. Although the latttfr composed only 
one operai yet the ftdl po#^ of tlm modem orchestra 
was never developed until his 8yih|>honie8 ^gre pro- 
duced ; and it is since Meyerbeer gave up lus early 
disT>osition to imitate the Bosslnian school of meh)dy, 
end became the legitimate succosaor of Beethoven in 
his varied transitions and rich instrumental o6lauring, 
that lie has been acknowledged as the first composer 
of the operatic school, in wludx the orchestra is predo- 
minant, and has produced a revolution of powerfol 
influence in the elevation of the orchestra in the lyrip 
drama. ' * 

A fesiv yean ago the orchbstra o^hc Queen’s Thcatio 
-'^lounted to 54 performers, and it is now increased to 
-74, composed as follows; — 14 first violins ; H second 
do.; 8 tenors ; 8 violoncellos, and 8 double basses; 2 
flutes; 2 clarionets; 2 oboes ; 2 bassoons ; 4 horns; 2 
trumpets ; 4 troml>one8 ; and lastly, 4 drums. • 

The position of tlie orchestral performer is in emolu- 
ment mueli inferior to that of the singer even of the 
second or third rank ; the highest sum I ever recollect 
being paid to a musician being L.llipcr night. ^The 
rocii)ient in this case was Signor Bragonetti, certauily 
tlie greatest double boas in our generation. The 
musical director is of Course an exception. ^ Mr 
received from Mr Lumley L.IOOO for tlie season ; wliicb, 
considering his position at tlie very liead of liis profes- 
sion as an English composer, and the only one who 
e\ (T was universally popular on the continent, is not 
extravagant. This sum apart, the orchestra costs on 
iiu average somewliat more than L.lOO per night.* But 
il' the Diusiciati lias not the large income of the singer 
or dancer, he is less liable* to vicissitudes* He runs 
neither the risk of spraining his Ankle nor catching a 
chronic cold ; and long after tike age wlien singers and 
dancers arc past wofk, the musician can ply his employ- 
ment, which, occasioning a healthy excitement, conduces 
to longevity, unless when efforts arc made in which the 
organic laws of nature ai-e violateil ; auch^ in certain 
wind instruments being played by pta^is having a 
tendency to pulmonary discus^', «, 

So much for the Queen’s TJieatre; Covent Garden 
will, we hoj)o, on anotlier occasion, furnish us with a 
still more varied spectacle. 

THE OD.EOKCE, 

It is nearly a century ago since Mesmer began his 
remarkable careei, and six -and -thirty years have 
pasBod Msince ho ^s^nded iinhonoured to the grave. 
But when ridiculed anfl defruuAi by the would-be wise 
ones of his day, he is said to liave retorted by declafing 
that ere 1852 the world would be convinced of the 
genuineness of his pretensions. Tliat epoch is now at 
hand, and lo! the prophecy is coming stnie. Within 
the last few months there has been a stirring in men’s 
minds. Not a year ag», mesmerisnr was stUl laughed 
at by the vulgar, and sccAted by men of science ; and 
tlie few who in heart gave heed to it, were careful how 
they lot the quizzing public into tiieir secret. Now alf 
tills is chang^ ; since winter oopunenced, a rev^tion 
has been all but accomplished. Poor Mesmer is* no 
longer vilified as a charlatan ; he jjfi about ^ win Ids 
long-deferred laurels. ^ 

A now trath, it has been wlfhMid, has to encounter * 
three normal stages of opposition : In the first, ills 
denounced as an imposture ; In "the Becond---that is, 
^when it is beginning to force itself into ^Otico*=^it is 
cursorily cxaniined, and plausibly explained awny j in 


vtbe third, OF cut bono 9 stage, it is decried as uselesii, 
mnd hoatUe ^ religion.. And when at length it is fblly 
only under a protc^sfc thnt it has 
been pe|feetly kin>wn for agae l A.s mesmerism has 
now reaebed at all events the thiM stage of belief, it 
may prove not uninteresting to glance at its present 
aspect. 

Mesmer declared ho had discovered a cosmical (or 
world-wide) power, by means of which he eould induce 
sundry startling phenomena in his patients; but liis 
whole system Tjas regarded as a piece of daring char- 
lafanism, until lately a laborious and inquisitive Ger- 
man stumbled upibn a something somewhat similar. 
VoU Beichcnbiicjl in the course of his researches^ 
t>ec£fme aware of a certaii^ power, undreamed of by 
modAm physiologists, pervading both living beings and 
inert matter, to which he gave the arbitrary name of 
Pd. WhatoveP this was, it could he both seen and 
ffeit, though only persons of a certain (relaxed or 
irritable) temperament were capable of perceiving it. 
In the dark, such jicrsons saw dun flames of liglit 
issuing and Waving from the poles of a magnet ; and 
if a hand w^ore held up, tlie same luminous appearance 
w'as visible at the finger-tips. When lleichenb^h, to 
test the reality of this, had a powerful lens so »aoed 
that it shftuld concentrate the light of the flames (if 
flames there were) upon •a of the wall of the 

room, the patient at once saw the* light upon the wajl 
at the right place ; a nd wlieu tlie inclination of the lens 
was shifted, so as to throw the focus successively on 
different iioints, the sensitive observer never failed in 
pointing out the right spot. Ileichenbach also found 
that when slow passes were made with a strong magnet 
along the surface of tlie body, his subjects experienced 
sensations rather unpleasant than otherwise, ua of a 
light draught of air blown upon them in tlie path of 
tlie magnet. When the northward polo of a magnet 
was employed, the sensation was that of a cool draught ; 
•while the southward poli^, on the contrary, excited the 
setisation of a warm one. He Boon discovered that the 
whole body possessed these Od qq^ities, and that the 
one. side of a iiersou was polar to the other ; that is 
to say, one’s right side bears the same relation to his 
left as the negative and positive sides of a horse- shoe 
magnet; so that wiien two persons take hold of each 
other’s hands nonnalhf (left to right, and right to left), 
the , Od cuiTent passes through both persons unob- 
structetlly, but sometimes attended by uneasy sensa- 
tions. But by changing hands the circle is broken, 
and opposite currents meet; so that if the two persons 
he equal in odylic power, no effect is produced, the 
rival currents mutually reiielling each othef; but if 
unequal, a sense of inward‘s conflict ensues, wlqcli 
quickly becomes intolerable. We have ourselves expe- 
rienced tliis. 

‘ But what does all this testimony to the reality of 
the OtT force amount to?’ says the sceptic. ‘The 
sulyectivity of your evidence renders it worthless. All 
that you can say is, that you and a few others see and 
feel so-and-so; and as we, and tlie great majority, ofr 
men, see and feel nothing iff tluji kind, we must just ' 
set you down as very fanciful persons, wJio are the 
dupes of your own iinaginations.’ ^is, in truth, is 
a very <Jamaglng line, of argument, and, coupled with 
the charge ^ collusion brought against all piattbnn 
07ffu6itioiA^of mesmerism, was deemed suffUdont to 
shelve it alto^ihOr. The only obvious way of over- 
coiaing tliis Argument was by cxhibitfri^ pKi many 
seyqre^-test& cases as gradually to over^elm scep- 
ticism, by making it more astonishing that 00 many 
honest and sensible men should be deceived' by Impos- 
tor^ or duped by their fancy, than^ that the marvels 
which th^ avouched should be tim ^ 

Fortunately a nmre .speedy afid rom 

for seeptiolsih has ilt le^h been fbu^ 61^ec4lve 
proof of tuis^ ; and it 
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II in 

II himett Dt I 

literaiy^d , 

ah inyiUid lit ^ thh Rhine ; and anxibttii''4o 

wUe a#ay' ihb lon^ tedious nig’hta of winter; he reiioifed 
, the study of the higher luathematics, and 

for Hen* Caspari, professot of that 
in the gymnasium at Bqppaid. It xras on tlie 
last night of Hecemher lost that the German professor 
entered the room of his invalid pupil, and after the 
hour’s lesson was over, they entered^ into desultory 
conversation. *I am told you have written something 
on the divining-rod,’ satd Herr Caspaii, ‘and as I have 
two or three experiments possibly alpn to it, I thought 
it might not be uninteresiing for you to see them,h He 
added that, so far ns he knew, they were originid; and 
tliat; though he hud shown them to many, he haa never 
yet received any explanation of thefti. He then at- 
tached a gold ring to a silk thread, w'ound one end 
of the thimd round the first joint of his forefinger, 
and held the ring suspended above a silver spoon. 
After a few second sV quieseenco, lo anfl behold! the 
Ting began to oscillate backw ards and forwards, or to 
and frdm Herr Caspari. At tlic suggestion of the 
operator, the maid was then summon^, and directed 
to place her liand in liis unengaged one ; and forthwith 
the oscillations of |he ring* liecaine trattsverse! Herr 
Caspari next took a pea-like bit of sometlung, which he 
called schwefM'ks^ and which he said exhibited another 
motion ; wlien held suspended over cither of the fingers, 
it TOtated one way ; when held suspended over the 
thumb, it rotated in the contrary direction. The pro- 
fessor tlien took liis departure, promising to return on 
the morrow to assist in any exploratory exjxwiments 
w'hich his pupil miglit think fit to make. 

The first dark hours of the new year, which with us 
came in amid many sounds, found the invalid Mayo 
revolving in his lonely chamber what these things 
might signify- They immediately seemed to him to* 
be connected with the rtiystery of the divining-rod, and 
with Ileichenbadi’s Jl)d force ; and his first supposition 
was amply confirmed by his STibseqnont experiments. 
But Iwifore detailmg these, we must first explain 
terms. Any article, of any shape, suspended either 
by silk or cotton tliread, the other end of which is j 
wound round the nail joint of tlie forefinger or thumb, 
he calls an odometer. The thread must be long enough 
to allow tlie ring, or whatever it is, to reach to about 
half an inch from the table, ujion which you rest 
your elbow, to steady your hand. As soon as the 
ring hecoKies stationary, place under it on the table 
what sul^stances you please — these he calls Od-suhjects. 
A good arming for the odometer is gold, or a better 
still, a. small cone of shell-lac about au inch long ; the 
Ifest^^od-subjeets are gold, silver, and one’s forefinger. 
All od-subj^ts do not act equally well with each 
odometer : for instance, an odometer of dry wood 
remains stationary over gold, while it moves with 
great vivacity over glass ; and over rock-crystal shcll- 
lac acts very feebly, while a glass odometer oscillates 
bnlliahtly. We that, in our own experience, 

the tmasiTris oscillations are never so strong as the 
loii^tudinal ; doqjbtless because the former act against 
the attraction of the body, while tlie latter ae{ with it. 
The feUowIng are a few of Mayo’s experiments 

‘1 . Odofiieter (we will suppose armed with* shelf-Ilb), 
held over three sovOTeigi^besiped lhosely together to form 
the od-subj^tj the odometer suspended fom the , fere- 
finger of a person of either seX. Longitudinal 

oscillations;' ; 

expeilftienier, continuing esiperlment 1, tak^ 
with Ids or her uhenj^^ the hand of a person oH 
the|;i^po^te etx. Rei^/^T^nsverse the 
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gaged hnnd of the second patty, — Bongitudinal 

of the odometer. 

experiment 1, Mtd the longitudinal oscUla- 

tions be&g ostabh’shed; foaefc the foreinger which is en- I 
gaged in the odometer with the forefinger of your other || 
hand. * Resti/t**^Tlie oscillations become transverse. 

5. Repeat eiperiinent 1, and the longitudinal oscilla- 
tions being estabiished, bring the thumb of the same hand 
into contact with the finger implicated in the’odorneicr., 
R^sa/t^The oioillations become transverse. 

6. TKeif continuing experiment 0, let a person of the 
saniB sex take add hold your unengaged hand. Itesutl 
— The oscillations become again longitudinal. 

7. Exueriineat 1 being repeated, take and hold in your 
disengaged band two or three sovereigns. Jtesuli — The 
oscillations become transverse. , 

8. Continuing experiment 7, let a person of the same 
sex take and hold your hand Which holds the sovereigns. 
Result — Ihc oscillations become longitudinal.’ 

f The following cjfl^erimenta, with results exactly pa- 
rallel to the preceding, possess the greatest physiologicnl: - 
interest : — 

* 20. Hold the odometer ovpr the tip of the forefinger 
of yaur disengaged hand. Result-^Koiaiory motion in 
the direction of the hands of a watch. 

21. Hold the odometer over the thumb of your dis- 
engaged hand. R^su//— Rotatory motion against that of 
the hands of a w^ch. 

22. Hold up The forefinger and thumb of the dis- 
engaged hand, their points being at two and a -half 
inches apart. Hold the odometer in the centre of a line 
which would join the points of the finger and thumb. 
Remit — Oscillations transverse to the line indicated.’ 


the .experiment beipf Tifttinup;^ % person 
lx of the experimenter uheuk 


The development thus given of the few isolated and 
long-hoarded experiments of Herr Cjispari was by no 
means so simple an affair as it may seem to be. For 
soverttl days l)r Mayo w^as in doubt as to the genuiiu*- 
ncss of the results, so capricious and coutradictory 
were they^ and it was ohly when he discov»Ted that 
approaching tlie tlmmb clo.se to the otlier fingers of 
the odometer hand IihaI the same eflect as bringing 
it into contact with the odometer finger, that he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining unvarying resnlts. 

‘The iiijterest of these experiments,’ 8.ays Hr Mayo, 

‘ is unqiU'.iSi^p^jbly very considerable. They open a 
new vein of nixearch, and establish a new bond of con- 
nection betw'e('ibi.v 4 ifai|ttWal and pliysiologiiral sciene*.', 
which cannot fail to promote the mlvancement of both. 
They contributo a mass of objective and physical evi- 
dence to give support anti substantiality to the suli- 
jective results of Von Itolchenbach’s oxiKiriincnts. 
Tiiey tend to prove the existence of some universal 
force, such ns that to wPich he lias given theoretical 
shape and form, under the designation of Od. And 
such a universal force, what other ^n wo deem it to 
be than tlie long-vilipended jiifluence of Mesiner, ren- 
dered bright, and transpaient, asid imlatable, by passing 
thrinigh the filter of science ?* 

For liis other exiieriments, especially those with the 
odometer and magnetic needle, ns well as for a list of 
some other substances suitable for experimontiiig wdih, 
we must refer to the book itself. Our readers w' ill find 
the odom&er treated of in a> supplementary clinpter 
(the twelfth) to the new edl^on, just published, of Dr 
^ayo’s * l^ttcafs on the Truths contained in Popular 
[•Superstitions’— a work of the most absorbing interest, 
in wi^ch a number astonishing material and mental 
plian^ena are systematically treated], and the latest 
discoyeiii^^ of sdcl^e are made to shed light on the old 
m Vampyrism, on True Ghosts, on 
the mysteries of Amibe and Somnambulism; and 
lastly; bn 'Mesnierism, and the higher trance ^ {iheno- 
iinma of revision and clairvoyance. It is no secret 
that %ir william HamUton and Sir David Brewster 
(tiro of our most distinguished men of science) arc^ 
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wovlook fdr a acdfinig :of iliis inysteryt to0, in tte 
uew powerji whiok tUo rmatiOhe^ of the ineameriRts ar^ 
now bcgkining to dielclose ? But theib id no limili} ^ 
conjoctnro hei^* An oo^i of new and strange things 
•iimrQads out M ns, brooded over as by the clotids of 

and a^ here and there the faint light df 
nAorhJtig the haste, it reveals a prospeot that 

hiak^ the boldest hold hia breathy and the most daring 
jimagination confess its 

One word moje, and we have done* The subjects of 
the electro-biologists (so self-styled) i^e made to mes- 
meme themselves by fixing their eyes intently for adme 
time on a piece of bright metal (ilaeed in the palm 
of their hand. That the Od force ^of the metal may 
assist the result is pn)bahle; hut even the metai itself 
is by no means indispensable to the success fit the 
experiment. We ImVe heard of at least one person who 
could entrance himself by gazing fixedly on the cornice 
of his room ; and we could show how the same thing 
has been accomplished for 3000 years in India, simply 
by a steadfast concentration of tliought. But in our 
own day, and on the testimony of numerous trarellera, 
we find the fisats of the electro-biologists exactly paral- 
leled on the batijcs of the Nile. The present magicians 
of Cairo take a boy (the young, be it recollected, from 
their delicate susceptibility, are most readily aflbchxl 
by mesmeric influences), making him stoop down and 
gaze steadfastly into a little pool of ink in the hollow 
of his palm ; and after continuing thus for a little 
while, the youth is said to describe to the stranger 
any absent person or object ns he Is commanded. Nay, 
the stranger himself is sometimes snhjcc^tcd to the 
experiment ; and forthwith, on conunand, beholds 
armies, processions, &c. in the inky mirror which he 
holds in his palm. With some travellers the Cairo 
magicians are unsuccessful; hut the electro-biologists 
are liable to similar .failure — the results in both cases 
depending on the more or less susceptible organization 
of the persons experimented with. *’ 

Notk nv TMK EutTons.— Wc have ourselves some doubts Js to 
the cause of the oscillaV.ons and gyrations described in this orticlo. 
It will reiiulre ntany farther trials to demonstrate clearly that 
they are not the result of involuntary movements in the hand 
of the experimentalist. Otir readers may, however, have some 
amusement in trying over tlio ext)er{meuts, and endeavouring to 
detect; some less mysterious cause for the phenomena than Od. 

DKSEBT OF ATACAMA. 

A TRAVELLEn tlirough the highlands of Peru found 
lately in ^he Desert of Atacama the drunl remains of 
iin ligsediblage of human beings, seated in a semicircle 
as when alive, and staring into the burning waste 
bt?for© them. Tliey had not been buried here ; lift? ha«l 
not departed before they thus sat around; but hope 
was gone ; the invader was at hand ; and no escape 
being left, they had come hither to die. They still sit 
immovable in that dreary desert : dried like iimmmies 
by the effect of the hot air, they still keejj their posi- 
tion, sitting up as in solemn council, while over that 
•dread Areopagus sil^ce broods everlastiUgly. 

'liie sofSne is described by Dr Ried, In a letter from 
Talparoiso to a^friend at Ratisbon, to whom he sent 
some of 1 ^ mummies for deposition in the i^useum of 
the 2Wiei|kal-Milicralogic«l Society of that city, where 
they hoW'ife. The lf^tterls dated from dii* 
yian fbrti^s of the skirts cr the Desert^ 

of Ata(!^ut(^t, and is ai tallows % 

Ml anUOutiOed toyOtt in my last, I 4m now ort the 
^ SUerfe, the ftoital of Bolivia. Four days after 
departure f^om InWparmSo, wo reached Cobija, from 
i Iho road loads for onO onii two league 

a degree) aiphg the 'cx)asfc it then 
liM^^IpWiir^ the east Tf^ jihqfo Of^ttts of coarse 
With which 

Ofur^uAkes have dhak^ dowft from the 



overhanging cliflfe. The first n(otmtain-riinge, which 
runs parallel with the sea gt a distance of at most 
1000 paces, rises to a height of about 4000 feet. The 
way up leads through a steep ravine, the bed of an 
Uhtediliivion torrent, and in four, or four and a-half 
hpuriH we find ourselves on the plain— in the Desert 
of Atacama. 1 will not venture to give a descrip- 
tion of this waste. You may imagine, however, a vast 
undulating plain, whereon no trace of life is to beo 
sScOj ■gh^re no insect shoWs itself, where no plant 
grows, wWe the stillnefls of the grave is only broken 
by •the moaning of the wind, W;here the surface of the 
earth consists m a omcareoUB mass— out of Which salt 
and o'lltpetro, and similtur products, shine forth abun- 
dantly — where a fine dust and a glaring refraction of 
the sun’s rays make it painM to look around: and 
where, finally, here and there, as the solo proof tliat 
men had once been here, the mummies of mules, of 
horses, and of human beings, are seen dried and un- 
: f*ecompo8ed— and**yoU may have a faint pkture of 
Atacama. 

After four days’ march I came to Calnrna, a colony in 
the. midst of an immense morass, where the traveller 
gives the mules water, and allows them to rest. One 
cnifoot possibly imagine anything more dreary than this 
place. The tnarsh contains a sort of Inilrush, and a 
li<luid which has nothing in common with water, except 
that it*w liquid, and wliich it is almost impossible to 
dryik — and yet we must drink it, although it i)roduco3 
diarrheea. Tliis morass is the source of a river, which, 
nearer the const, and under the aj^pellatkn Lao, forms 
the boundary between Bolivia and Peru. If little 
channels are made in the hanks of this river, their bed 
soon becomes petrified ; and grass, bulrushes, and what- 
ever vegetation may be near, is covered with a crust 
of lime. In two days’ time I readied Cliiu-Chlu, an 
ancient Peruvian burying-plnce; and here, in an ex- 
tensfve half-moon, sit men, women, and children — from 
f)00 to COO in number — all in the same attitude, and 
gazing vae.antly before them — some fiillcn down, some 
partly coycrod wifli sand. One feels himself trans- 
pl'inted into another, world, and fancie.^ that these 
ghastly features ask, ‘ What sec'kest thou here ? ’ 

Tho common opinion is, tlmt they wx‘re buried in this 
place: nnne is, that they buried themselves. For, 
firsthi, tho^l^o place in the neighbourhood where tiioy 
coulil havC^^velt ; secondly^ many women are among 
them with th(3^i4j»fants at the bn^ast ; and thirdly, the 
similar attitude of tliem all, and tlie e.\pression of grief 
which is still ^ discernible on most of the countenances, 
prove sufficiently that they had withdrawn hither in 
despair when the Spaniards conquered and devastated 
their land. There is, moreover, on the boundary of 
this desert a place cafled Tucuman, which, in the 
language of the country, means, ‘ All is lost.* 

Day had tlie belief that if tliey died, they would he 
i remofed to a better w^orld towards the west, on which 
account there arc cookfhg utenflils found beside them full 
of^ maize. The whole scene produces a deeply melan- 
choly imprcs.siori— on me at least it had that effect. With 
this you will receive two of these dried human lieings ; 
more I cantnft send, on account of the many difficulties, 
and the g|eat expense of transport. The cases for these 
two must be senff hither froiir Valparaiso, for in Gobi j a 
there is no wocmI at all. Tlie people and the mules 
must be hired at the last-nairu^ place, and for each 
' mule I must pay from eighteen to twenty dollars. 

far from the# same place are the so - famous 
mfeteorlithes [stones supposed to have fallen from 
the airji^hich gou will receive at the same time 
with the nhumnie s. iL is my opinion that they are not 
meteorUthes, butlrtTof volcanic origin, first 
wax fotind ahdut fifty years ago. They lie on tho 
road^y vbiOh the Indians carried the Peruvian bark to 
Goptfi]^ In CMi. At first they were thought to be 
rilver; and the Indians rnade themselves, si^s of them. 





CHAMBERS’S IDINBtniGII JOURNAL. 


Tliose whic4i have no* already been collected are covci^^ 
over by the drifting sand, and one must dig in order 
to get Mt them. With little trouble, we* may convince 
'ourselves that a volcanic ctuption once took place here, 
for the direction of a distinct vein can easily be followed. 

I have my compass with me, and find that thesotstones 
contain a largo quantity of iron. The stones appq|ir in 
about 23° 30' south latitude, andbetwefcn forty-flve and 
fifty Spanish leagues distant from the coast. You will 
get too, with these, several lumps gf salt, of which* I 
here discovered six or eight enonnous veins and beds. 

At the north-east end of the coast I reached Lajswa, 
a fortress of the old Peruvians. It is. built on a tongue 
of land between the two arms of a small riv«r, and 
appears to have been the last place of refuge whither 
tlio Peruvians withdrew when pursued on all sides by 
the Spaniards. TJie style of building is exactly similar 
to that of our old German marauder fortresses — th^ 
Avails being of coarse masonry, and the small rooit^ 
holes, .:>iid hidingploces endless an* indescribable. TJo 
^'-rooin is more than eight feet square, many scarcely five; 
doors two feet in height ; windows few ki number, and 
those not larger than one’s fist ; and withal the whole 
town (a liundred or a hundred and fifty families perhaps 
may liave dwelt hero) built like one house, in Avhich the 
greater part had to pass through from ten to fifteen* 
rooms to get to their own apartment. All this, together 
Avitli the wildness of the site, tlie liigli river-hanks, 
wbicli so cover this castle of tJie Incas, that from, the 
level of the desert one is not aAvarc of its existence — 
ibnns a rcnaprkal»]o, spectacle. An old negro, who has 
lived down by the river fCr upwards of forty years, told 
mo I was tlie first white mau Avho had been there in 
tliat time. The inbabitants must haA'c died of hunger,’ 
for Ave literally stand and Avalk on skidlr and bones. 
Every liolc and comer is full of tluin. I Avas unable 
to find out the moaning of the Avord Lasana. Tlio 
language of this district is now unknown. » | 

I got' acquainted with a Bolivian officer, Avho, at i 
the command of his governinent, had undvtaken the 
journey to the frontier of Paraguay. Ilis accounts are 
v(*ry delightful, and he showed me various medicinal 
plants, as yet unknown, of which I will send you some 
l)y and ^y.^ An insect which iiiBoliAiais found in great 
quaiititi<‘8, and Avliicli instaiiily raises a blister on the 
skill like boiling Avater, is used by the j^tires as a 
remedy for sore throat ; and a iilant Avlmik*causes much j 
pain is excellent for scrofula andti^^matisin. It is 
called Jarilla (charija), and deserves to be used. Prom 
tlii.s letter it aaIII be seen that a sta}- in this desert 
alone could furnish matter for researches and observa- 
tions for a Avholc year. 

I Avill only nd<l, that through the v^ory middle of the 
desert a mountain-chain stif tches itsdf, consisting of 
naked rocks, of which I send some fragnunits. Eyery- 
whore around we see the broad and decq! beds of 
rivers, one of Avhich falls 3000 feet in the space of four 
leagues. 'Fhe granito*to the fight ami to the left is 
jiolished like marble. Everywhere arc trai^es of 'the 
gigantic eflects of Avater, but nowhere any water, neither 
any historical accounts of min. 

And now enough of Atacama. what I have 

sent arrive safely at it.s destination, and htjp to com- 
plete the picture which the pen of ff iiassing wanderer 
is too wekk to give ! 

The sensation produccil by tho eight of these mum-* 
mies is very different from that qpcperionced who^icAv- 
ing those Egyjitiau ones which wo haA e hitherto Ifren 
aoeuatomed to see. In the latter, tluyecumlMmt posture 
takes from the corpse all that might connin it in our 
minds with tho functions of body. Like our 

own dead, it lies stretishod out at its full length, tho 
hands generally crossed over tlio breast, nor doea the 
countenance retain much of a llf^-liko expression* but 
in the former the attitude reminds us at once of the time 


when the wfltm blood still circulated through the noW' 
Idry body, white tho fapo has still its distinct ^tures, 
giid in one iiisfance especially, the exprefesionlof intense 
siftfering. They do not scem eo ftir removed from out 
own present State as the embalmed mummy of Egypt.* 
by that expression of Imijan suffering, and by their, 
erect position, there still seems some link between us 
and them. Hence perhaps our painful sympathy : while, 
as we gaze on the shrunken form that ham lain thou- 
sands of years within the Pj^ramids, and is at last un- 
swathed before^our scrutinising eyes^ we feel, ‘between 
uil ^nd thee there is no connecting link j we live, and 
thy realm is death.* And it is just because these mum- 
mies of Peru do ^pt remind us of death that they pro- 
duce on us tho impression A^iich they do. There they 
sit bfffore us, inanimate anef immovable, yet associated 
by this attitude and aspect with all the phenomena of 

Tho tAvo mummies at present in the museum at 
Batisbon — of wliich. one is the lx)dy of a nmn, the other 
of a female — may thus be described The knees are 
drawn up cl»*8e to the boriy, the arms are pressed 
against the ribs, and in each instance the right ann 
foils iHitwecn the bent knees to the ground. The body 
of tlie man is of a reddish copper colour, approaching to 
broAvn ; tWat of the ivoman of a dirty brownish yellow. 
Hie nails of the fingers and toes are perfectly pre- . 
served, even the hair of both still rcmaitis, and that of 
the female is prettily braided, and at the end fastened 
w’ith a knot. The eyelids, too, are in a good state of 
preserv'ation. The heads of hotli arc bent backwards, 
as if death had overtaken tliem in tlieir present posture, ' 
and as if, too, they had had to combat with exhaustion. 
Tlic mouth of the woman is open, giving to the wliole 
face ail expression Avhicli makes it painful to dwell 
upon ; one. turns away from it as soon as possible, and 
is glad to do so. Suffering, terrible suflering, is de- 
picted on that tountcnaiice, and the last convidsive 
'efforts of nature arc distinctly visible. 

•Drllicyl, tho traveller from wliose letters the extracts 
above quoted haA'-c been taken, is birth a Scotchman. 
While still young, he w'as sCnt to the Sc’.ot(.;h monastery 
at Ilatisbon to receive his education, and since, twenty 
years, has- traversed the world in all directions, meeting 
with the strangest adventures, ' and adding greatly to 
our knoAirledge of the country and the people of the 
interior of South America. His present journey was 
undertaken in the chaxacter of inspector-general of the 
military hospitals in tho free state of Bolivia ; and it 
was while proceeding thither that these letters, dated 
from Lasana, were written. • 


PATE or THE UED MEN. 

It appears that, by ’ cceut annexations, about 124,000 
Indians have been brought under the control of the 
government; and these are so fieree in their disposition, 
and warlike in their habits, as to be the terror of the 
settlers in and around the district of Texas. They are 
well Ihounted and armed ; they steal and murder without 
remorse, and utterly disregard infantry that may be 
sent against them. The Am^ican war secretary recom- 
mends the employment of light cavQclry, which, * by pur- 
suing them their homes, and retali^iiig Severely upon 
them,’ w'lU soon teach them * to respect the property of 
tlm Thite^V The expense of conveying provisions to 
military posts in these districts is enormous : to some it 
amounts to nearly L.IO fora barrel ef pork, and 10s. 
for*a barrel of flour. Again, in Florida, old though that 
.state is; the Indians, not numbering more than a hundred 
men, are a sourco of terror and annoyance to, the whites; 
iUnditls reported that ‘so long as theytemaih in the 
state, collisions will continually occur, and Will only end 
with the extinction of the race.’ Bfthrts aie to be made 
to induce the Lidians %> emigrate, join the rest of 
their nation fufthel west, Or ‘ to ahSmdOn their wander- 
ing liftH-ia liv^kizi villageSi kid Insert to agricultural 
' A j •v.A 


purBuitB,* another report ii U recommended that the It puts on his coloured dress, niuif assiniila^cs himself 
Red Men should be concentrated in one district, wherefi once more to his beloved rocks. — -Rpv. W, Smith in 
they wouM be* . under the direct 'controK' of the fedeml 


they wouM be* . under the direct controF oi the ledemi zoologist. 

S imdnt — ^pr^yent^ fpm warring on. each other, hIm — ig — ; 

to lwra for theuiTOlTas the arta'-of civiliied Itfe--. ROUND BY KENNEDY’S MILL, 

an exeellent proposition truly, and all the more excellent , 

froth iti'advocacy in this country by an intelligexit Indian [IW a volume of * Pooms, by Allan Park Paton’ (Saunders 
iho hos asaonied the name of George Copway. and atl«y, London^^ distinguished by fancy and feeling.] 

But the poor Indians seem to be a doomed race, and The steam >ciMTiage now rushes angrily o*er 


while here and there one or two may give up their 
nomade habits, and turn civilised and industrious, the 


d'he fields where in youth’s golden years 1 have 
raxi(;e4 ; ® 


great mass seem utterly unable to subdun those propi^n- The streams where I tracked ray flag-boats are no more, 
sitieS that, there is too good reason believe, will tflti- ' Xnd the dells whore 1 lay reading ballads are changed ; 
jnately exterininate them. In the ‘report of the war But a few of the haunts of my boyhood can show 
secretary there is the following iiielaf>choly passage : — Tholb features so dear in the past,' to me still, 

* Information has been communicated to this department And one of the few, where I yet lore to go 
that, through the instrumentality and persuasion of the Of an eve, is the road round by Kennedy’s Mill — 
govenior of Minnesota and our agent stationed arnong The quiet little road round by Kennedy’s Mill, 
them, the Chippewa tribe of Indians haR been prevailed 

upon to makea treaty of peace with the Sioux, with whom When closed for the day, with a smile, were our tomes, 
they were atciwar, and who had been the aggressors; that r And wo rushed Irtth a shout from the pedi^oguc’s 
shortly after the treaty was concluded, it was broken by frown, 

tfhe Bioux, who made an unprovoked attack on the When the last game was o’er, and my friends sought 


OHppewas. As the treaty had been made at the earnest 
solicitation and almost command of the governor and the 


their homes. 

Which lay in the smoke and the dust of the town — 


agent, and the most solemn assurances had been given by And*a blithe little scholar, my bag on my back, 

, thani both to the Chippewas that if it w'as violated the , Alone I set out unto mine on the hill, 

United States would interfere to protect them and redress B© it early or late, be.thc sky bright or black, 
their wrongs, the department has been invoked to make My route was the road round by Kennedy’s Mill — 
good these pledges. It Is highly important tbat^ these The sweet winding road round by Kennedy’s Mill, 
.people should respect the authority and confide in the ^ 


promises of the agents of the government. * It is deemed Then, to gather the wilJ-flowors that studtUd its breast, 
advisable, therefore, that a small force bo sent against IM glip dow'n the glen-side so thorny anu^cep, 
the Sioux. No doubt ib entertained that the mere ap- Or cliiub some old ivy-tdad tree to its nest, 
pearance of this force among them will .suffice to inti- And have of the smootli oval treasures a peep ; 
midate them, and prevent what might otherwise be a pro- Or I’d wade up the stream, and beneath the large stones 
iracted and sanguinary war.' I’d feel for tlie sly little trout with a thrill ! 

Oh ! what w^ere the pleasures of kings on their thrones 

NEW JIIATBIIIAL TOU TAraR, To mine as I strayed round by Kcnneily’s Mill— 

M. Adolphe Roque, who has bestowed many years of, Ine silent green road round by Kennedy’s Mill? 
patient investigation on the improvement of the manu- 
facture of paper, has at length, we are informed, succeeded If the grasrfioppcr chirped f-om the hank ns I 2 >as 8 eJ, 
in adapting to that purpose the fibres of certain filaceous IM gently glide over, and hope, by my car, 
plants, especially the banana and the aloe, whereby the To find that mysterious being at last, 


proseut costly, laborious, wasteful, and patchy ‘rag’ pro- 'I’li at ne’er could be seen, and yet ever was near ; 

* cess may bo superseded by a raw material, easily procur- Or if tlie lark soared up to heaven’s bright gate, 
able ill large quail titles, and safely and economically I’d sit down and hear out his carolling shrill ; 
worked Iti to a clear, strong, and durable texture. — Lite- What careul^^.j^ dinners or scolds that might wait, 
farg Gdxette . — [With an excise duty of fourteen guineas As I listenewithis song round by Kennedy’s Mill — 
per ion on the manufactured article, any attempt to By tho bi^tMibshaded road round by Kennedy ’h 
mahe paper from the above material would in all likeli- Mill? 

hood prave as futile as has been the attempt to make 

paper froiu> straw. So Jong as the duty lasts, an exteii- The cot by the way, on whose front roses smiled, 
sion of pd^ier-making by new and precarious operations is And the tall mill itself, with Its slow-going wlieel, 

' hopeless.} Its high open doors where tlio white bags were piled, 


^HE i*TAR.Hl(;AN IN NOKWAT. 

The bird which gave me the greatest sport in Norway* 
and which 1 most frequeiitiy sought for the sake of food, 
was the ptarmigan, called by the Norwegians ‘lype.’ 
I have g^i^lly found them concealed among the gray 
lichen-rovered rocks on the summits of the Qelds, a<id so 
elpsoiy do resemble these rocks in colour, that 1 
edbid ecaroelj ever sec them on the ground ; and eoine- 

• 'il-l 1, 


The cot by the way, on whose front roses smiled, 

And the tall mill itself, with Its slow-going wlieel. 

Its high open doers where the white bags were piled, 
And its many small w indow's bedusted with meal ; 
Its dog, its gay poultry, its lamb tied above, 

Near the green lane behind that led on to the hill — 
Ah ! these w'ere the sights that 1 warmly did love, 

A.8 f strolled on the r^d round by Kennedy’s Mill — 
• The quick-turning road round by Kennedy’s Mill. 

. And so was it dear unto me when a boy 

All thoughtless of change, and of death and of care. 


tui^ *tb,n the more proctiicd eye_of my guide would And therefore !i>y heart will throb quicker with joy 
find the^ Wd he would point out the exact epot, it was in these dayS) when I wander and look round me there, 
not unta nfter * long ewutiny that I couM diitinguish Rut often dark clouds will my bVight spirit cover, 

, the bird within * d^n yards of me. FrequeutW we And feelings the saddest niy bosom will fill, 
could find' tbem fiu tjic snow itself, and ^idny a ti^ie ^hen I think on the loved voice, now silent for ever, 
has a large ctroular i^^ snow been pointed That said, ‘ Let us walk round by Kennedy’s Mill- 

out M inc where the ptarnufan hj4 bron lying and %© sweet, retired toad round by Kennedy’s Mill ! ’ 

pluAiing himself m hit chilly bed. , He is a noble bird, • ^ 

as free as air, and for the mosi part uninterrupted in his « xr o..* * ZTZ TT T 

wMe, domain’ t hi cw> »Dg< otoVAo .normod. tract, of wS ’ " «8“rc.h».ccurr.u 

Sddifsiaom routed h^ hitman teep. aiid iitill more* 

^ seldu^d E^nted by man. When the winter clothes his* 

In a garb of snoii^ % tflo atrayd **?..».* 

beautifiti Amt Cocnw, Londoa ; and I7«Mr teolcrillo 

an4 groy roew appew^ Street, DtthUm^Prmuid^by W. sell. CHAiiaaae,,l^ 
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STORY OF SILVP:U-VOIOE and her 4 
, SISTRR ZOEW 

Tjif pbf'nomonaof memory are siopfuliir objects of study. 

1 have often tbouj^ebt that a certain class of ideas and 
observations t;onld be so arran'jed as to form an orderly, 
eonnecteil ebain, one link of which would bring h-iuie 
all the others, liowever deeidy sunken in the mind. 
Hut cxperitiiice teaches me that tliis is not the case. 
During my residence iji tlu* lOast, though I kept a 
carel'ul journal of everything tliat seemed interesting 
at the time, a tliousand circunistanees came to my 
noiu'C Avliich**! did not set down; and Avlieii I lia.ve 
endeavouied to recall them, many havt; stubbornly 
nd'u.sed to aj)j)ear when wanU*d. Hut su(idej\l>, wlicii 
I least expert it, 1 now and ilien find myself irre.sist- 
ihly carried hack to old times. Forms tliat had fade<l 
into distanee — thoughts that had seemed dissolved into 
Untiling — seenes and impivs^dons w hich I had in^ain 
sought to revive — obtrude tlieinselves irresistibly on 
my notice. In general, the iinex peeled visK.int.s are 
iveleome; tlie liresidg is rendered lirigliter and more 
eheerful by them; and their |ti*esenee sends a glow* 
througlv this norlliern atniospliere which allows aiitmnii 
to sn>id on unporeeived. 

I ivas prevented last night from sleeping hj the per- 
jadual reeiiiTence in my reveries of tlie y<ilie of Lady 
Sil\ er-\’'o\ei\ 1 had forgotten her ej^.^dhiee, jas one is 

apt to forget a he.antiful thing jnnidst tlie material 
earns of tins life. Let me endeavour to *tell Imr story 
a.s simply as it was told to me. 

Hut first, liow I came to sec lier ; for I have liad that 
privilege. It. was one evenii'^ in wdnter-time, that, 
atler a jirolonged illness, 1 was taking a stroll on the 
roof of a pnlaet*-likc mansion in (kiiro. The sun had 
set /(>/■ me ; it had gone down beliind the interminable 
sea of hou.ses. But 1 eoflld still l^ee it shining on tl.ic 
forest of minarets that rose tlirongh the moist, balmy 
ir, ami on the vast dome of the inosiiiie that now 
towers above the citadel. The terriUie-roof on which I 
w as, tliough connniuided at a distanee by much more 
lofty buildingsS, was far riysed above tlie luimMe dwell- 
ings near at hand, so that 1 could look down and 
<»)>serve the movements of iny neiglibours, ' wdio w'cre 
most varied in race and eostume — Turks and Maltese. 
Arabs and Greeks, .^Vrmenians tand Copts — tt^ay 
noLliiiig of ‘ Jew s and poultry,’ which my .servant, wlTo 
brought me a piiie, added to the eiuuv^Tatioi^ 

1 pass(‘d some time in examinir^the movements of 
these various ptTsonages, who all come out upon their 
terracavs to enjoy the evening air ; and though I did not 
ohsmwe anything very characteristic, anything wifieh 
would necessarily go dowm in my journal, I was suffi- 


ciently interestei^ not to notice the flight of time, and 
f allow comxjlete darkness to gather round me wdiilst 
1 leaned over the i)arapot. Suddenly I ^as aroused 
from my contemplations by a snatch of a straitge song 
sung in the most marvellously sw'cet voice I had ever 
heard. I .started, not exactly like a guilty thing, but 
transfixed, as it w^ere, by an almost painful sliaft of 
.delight. Ulie voice sw'elled up on tlic night air, until, 
in .spite of its divine sweetness, it beeame almost a cry 
of sorrow’, and then ceased, leaving a ibrill runiiing 
through my frame lliat gradually seemed to slii'ink 
biick to my iieart, and ex[»iro there in a feeling of 
mingled joy and pain. rerhai).s the state of my health 
rendered me ijcculiarly susceptible of strong emotions : 

I am afraid I w:ept. The darknes.s, bow'tn’er, prcvcnlc<l 
this w^eakness from ladng witnessed by Ali, who (‘arne 
to announce that my dinner w'as n‘ady. I went down 
the winding staircase to the vast lonely hall, where 1 
m ujilly ale alone— the master of the house being absent 
on a journey ; but though my appetite w as that of a 
coift'alesecnt, I am sure I did not enliven tlie meal for 
niyself by my usual humorous olfeervatioiis : to the 
oftiecr, for example, that I was doubtful w hether the 
bi'ef W'as c.'ynel, or the mutton w’as donkey. Ali seemed 
rather surprised, especially when I asked him abruptly 
who it w’a.s tljut sang so sweetly in the neighbourhood. 

He did not know I My curiosity was unsatisfied ; 
but x>erh;ips 1 wciit to bed that night with a fuller 
gush of happiness at my licart than if I had heard tliis 
jirosy fellow’.s aeeoimt of tlie matter. It is a frequent 
subject of meditation with me whether or nwt I am 
constituted as other men are. Are ofliers played upon 
1 in this way by some slight occurrence ? — liy meeting 
: with a face seen before only in a dream, by a peculiar 
smile, by a gesture, by a sigh, by a voice singing in 
tlie darkness V If not, wdio Avill understand the deli- 
cious w’atcliful hours I passed that night, or the 
dmim.*^ .siwngled w'ith bright eyes, fairy forms, purple 
clouds, golden gleams, and buzzing with sweeter 
wurbliiigs than ever rolled in* a ^igbtingaluis tliroat, 
that lured me on until morning ? ^ 

Naturally, tjie first inquiries I made wore about tlic 
voice ; but I did not that day meet with any success. 
IV)1©ii*evet]lii^ approueher], I again w’cnt up to the 
terrace ; and, not to lenglhcii the story, 1 did sec, just 
as tl^ sun w’eryi dowm upon a low house not very far 
oil’, but looking into another street, a little fiury figure 
walking up and doAvn, aiuncading a child by the hand. 
A kind of instinct t(fid me that the voice was embodied 
before me; anfi presently all doubt was set at rest. 
The same silver tones n^e upon the .air ; and this time 
I roi^ognisod that tli^song was in the Greek language. 
I remained lookji^^g intently in that direction, until 
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the form failed into a mere shadow ; and then, as darky i 
ness inereascMl, seemed to multiply’ before my aching 
eyes, and a8su!l^* all sorts of fantasticaf shapes. E’vca^ 
now and then a couplet '‘or a stanza came sweeping up. 
It was evident the lady, whoever she miglit be, was not 
singing merely to amuse the child. The notes Averc 
sometimes lively, but in general sad and plaintive. I 
listened long after the last quaver htul died away, and 
was rather sulky when Ah came Avith the persev^ering 
joke that ‘ the camel Avas getting cohl.’^ 

Next day I suddenly remeinbei-cd that an old (iinbek 
jiricst had frequently invited me *to go to his house ; 
:iti(l rt'proaching myself Avith the AAunt of politeness I 
had Intlierto exhibited, f ordered donkey’’ to be 
saddled, and* started off. Tlio ride Avas only of a few 
stret’ts : it seemed to me quite a jouraey. On arriving, 
the AA^orthy papa Avas fortunately at home, and by him- 
self. He ^ as delighted AAdth my visit *5 and, after a 
small altercation Avith his servant, auex-ceded in getting 
me some coffee and a pipe. I adniir<i 1 tlie art with 
Avhich 1 Avound towai'ds my query. The old gentleman 
suspected nothing ; hut wlicn I casually asked if he 
knew AAdio it Avas among his countrymen aa’Iio sang like 
an augtd, he quickly replied, ' It must be Stiver-Voice, 
as she is calliil among the Moslem ! ’ 

I overturned my pqje on the mat in my eagerness to 
turn roAind and listen. Excelhuit old man ! instead of 
clapping his hands for the servant, lie went doAvn upon j 
his knees to I’olkHd . the scattered tol«ic<t), and replace i 
it in the howl, and silenced my excuse with as mild an 
‘ It is no matter, my son ! ’ as ever passed the lips of 
oiK? of our species. He grew Ixjfore my eyes in that 
humble posture; and when he returned. to liis seat, 
seemed fifty times as A'cneralile as Indbre. '.fhe same 


and proclaim that Avlioever would produce the girl 
should receive whatever he demanded. All Avas in 
vain. Time passed on; and the active grief of tlie 
Silver-Voice sobered dowufi^iuto steadfast mehiiicholy. 
She continued living as the dauglrter or rather as tin; 
mistr/?ss of the house, knowing no want hut tliat of her 
sister, and enchanting every one Avith the magniflcence 
of W singings imtU she reached the age of sixteen 
years. 

** ‘One day Karmdes said to her, “My child, I must 
seek a^iiisband ror thee among tlie mercliants of my 
iwple.” But she firmly refused, declaring that tliere 
could l)c 110 joy for her unless she knew tliat her sister 
was ij^jt living in wTctched thraldom in tlie liouse of 
some cruel Turk. 

“ But,” said he, “ what if death have oA’ertaken her ?" 
“We promised, as avo lay folded in each otlier's arms 
the night liefore we were imrted, to be liuppy or sorrow- 
ful together — to laugh at tlie same time, toAveep at the 
fame time — and 14 ^ one died, the other Avas never to 
cease griering. 1 remember that, us they were di agging 
Zoe away, she turned lier pjile laet;, all sparlding Avitli 
tears, toAAards me, and cried \for cverf' 

“Meaning that you Avere jiarted for ever 
‘^-No; but that wo Avorc to he faitf)fiil to our vow for 
ever. I never shall forget tlie agonizing expression of 
tluit fjice. lloAV can 1 ? I see it i-very night in my 
dreams ; and pauiful though it he, I rusii into sleep as 
eagerly to hidioid it as if I Aven; going into I'aradisc. 
No: I Avill iieA’cr marry Avliilst that face tlm’aiens to 
interpose betAveen niy husband and me.” 

“ Then this vision torments thee ? ” 

“Ah, father ! ” and she shuilden'd, and bent her bead. 
‘It Avas evident that lier mind was Aveakem’d by too 
miieh eonteinplation of one idea. 

‘Kariades yielded before a Arill stronger than liis 
own, and nothing more Avas said t.'illier about marriage 
or the lost Zoii for nearly a A ear. At tiK* end of this 


spirit would huv<‘ led him to Avush the feet of the jxxir. 

He then told me the story of Silver- VT)iee and her 

* \ lime, Silver- Voice appeared before the good old man. 
Many years ago, a Greek merdiant Avas Availing ; and said,,*' I'atber, give nu; moru'v ; I have thought of 
through the slave-market, when he beheld for sale a j n mewis by whicli I may lind ’my sisl. r Zoii.” He 
little girl, so beautiful, and yet: so sad, tiuit though he i lool<(‘d sadly at her, \^ut gave IIVt Avluit she required. 


Avas on tlie way to conclude a iiarg.'iin for fifty thousand 
ardcha of beaus, he could not prevail on Jiiimst If to pa.s.s 
indifferently on. 

“ Of what country ? ” he inquired. 

“A Candiote,” replied tlie slave-dealer. SIic avus 
from his own beloved island. 

“ How much?” 

“Five thousand piastres.” 

“ I Avill pay the price.” The bargain Avas concluded 
on the •spot. Another merchant got the Ixgins ; liut 
Kariades took home the Silver-Voice to his house. 

‘The girl followed him, silently hanging down her 
head, and refusing to answer the questions he put in 
his kind, bluff Avay. Some great sorrow evidently 
weighed ux>on her, and she refused to lie comforted. 
When, however, Kariades presented her to his wife, and 
said, “ Tliis shall lie our daughter,” the child opened 
her mouth and cried, “Wherefore, oh father, diefst thou 
not come to the sla^e-niarket one short hour before ? ” 
He asked, her meaning:, and she explained that her 
sister hiul separated from her, and sold to a 

Turk; and,” cric?d she, “I will not liv^ unless Zoe be 
brought back to my side.” Kariades smfled as he 
replied, “I went forth this day to buy boans^ «0id I 
have come back Avith a daughter. Mu^t 1 needs g#| 
and fetch another ? ” “ You must ! ” said the girl^reso- 

lutely. • 

‘From that hour forth ahe wa.s tlie queen in the 
house. I^riades returned to the slave-market, but, 
sMnge to say, could find no clue to the fate of Zdfl, 
Iflthoilgh he offered double her i»rice to the dealer. It 
believed tliat she had bought by a stranger 
passii^ through Cairo; ai^ making no stay; for 
tha fiiblic was employed to ^about the streets 



Ne.xl day she disappeared, and was not beard of IVa- 
several AA'ceks. Then she returned, consoled her adopted 
parents by lier presence for a A\liiie, and again ihqairtA’d 
without file least indication of l»ow slie em- 

ploytHl he^iimio. Nor did tluy ask her, coidideid 
that all ^he j>ron»pte(l by llait most ])o\vcrfiil 

of all I0VC.S — thoTuve of a sister supplying a motlier'.- 
plae(*. 

‘Idle trutrt AVUS, that she had hired a luimher ol' 
houses in various parts of Cairo, and vi.siteil tbem 
alteriiahdy, in order to pass the evenings singing on the 
tt*rrace. Desi>ile the faKure of the researclies iua.de l»y 
Kariades, she remained iHT.suadetl that Zoe Ava.s in 
Cairo, ami li'^qK^i that the eelioes of her magnificent 
voice mighi at lengtli go as messengers into the dcj)tirs 
of every harem, and aiake kiwwn her presence. The 
wliole city Avas by turns rendered happy by tlie Sih er- 
Voicc ; hut as it was heard now in the (citadel, mov 
near the Biskct-el-Fil, auun at the Bab Zuweileh, men 
began to thi^k strange things. It aa ^is curious, indeed, 
to hear the speculations of the gossiping Turks about 
this ubiquitous woice. I ren^anlxjr laughing mucli ol 
the Arise argminciits hy Avliieh one of them, Avlm IuhI 
heard the fable of M!emuon’s statue, demonstrated tn 
me tliat the sound came from no human organ at all, 
buj^as produced hy^the rays of the setting sun striking 
in seine pticuliar way u]»on the minarets. 

‘ A Avliole year nassed in this maimer without bringing 
imythinjlb^w ; but the beautiful patience of the fAilver- 
Voice was at lengllpiiftcr a fashion rewarded. Better 
had it been perhaps for her had her stml been watted 
away in some sad song. She aa us standing one evening, 
loii| after the sun had set, filling the air with her plain- 
tive notes, and callmg, as usual, upon hex sister ; sud- 
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denly there? rose a cry— a piercing, tehrible cry, such ' Wnate lady. But other thoughts and occupations qame 
as no mortal ever utters but when the sanctuary of fipon me, andfit was/ only by an aceiijeiit Jhat, as I 
life is invaded. At that awful sound the Silver- Voice hiJv'o said, these circumstances recurred last night to 
was struck dumb. She ftood listening like a gazelle my mind. * 

when it hears the howl of a wolf afar off upon the 

desert. The wHd fujcents seemed to hang for a nlOment •PTjmw tutw xtu'T'Ttwt^t a TirnG 

over her, and then fell into her ear, moulding, as Ahey NOTES FROM THE NETIILKLANOS. 

fell, into the words, “ My sister I ” it came to pass tub paupeii colonies, 

she could not tell ; over the parapet, along a cnunbli^g I had scarcicly finished breakfast the morning after iny 
wall, across a ruined house, she pasted as if .bj# magic, arrival at Eredericksoord, when the promised guide 
until she fell like a moonbeam through an open window, er^iered the rootn and announced himself. He had not 
and saw upon a rich couch the form of an expfrhig long to wait, for ngy expectations were lively. I was 
w oman lying. It w'as her sister Zoe. Tlio blow had about to witness the working and results of an endon- 
bceii too well aimed : it had gone to her heart; Tmd the vour to elevate ^suinaii beings in the social scales 
life-blood bubbled rapidly forth between her wliite physically, without doubt; fuorally, perhaps; if both 
fing(ir8, which she pressed to her side. One eloquent combined, then so much the better. • 
glance, in whicli eyes mingled with eyes, whilst lips Many readers^ will remember that the first quarter 

l)ung upon lips, was exchanged. There was not present century was marked by times of great 

neitlier was there need, to tell their stories in any other Sivuress and imvation to the classes immediately de- 
way. The dying woman made on^efibrt, pointed to^ pendent on trade and labour, except to tfloso dircjctly 
cradle tliat stood under a cloud of gauze curtains in a , , engaged in mt^king a profit out of the war. In common 
corner, then smiled Ji long impassioned smile of recog- with other countries, Holland felt the pinch severely : 
nition, of gratitude, and of love, seemed to w^andei* a for there pauperism threatened, as it has tlireatened in 
little hack in memory, murmured some pleasant sounds, England, to swallow up all tlie available resources of 
and was still. public andj)rivatc benevolence. Tli(? magnitude of the 

‘ Tlic Silver -Voice rose solemnly, and casting her evil induced a remedy. A society Avas instituted, 
eyes about, bchchl a man crouching in a corner weeping, composed of voluntary members in every part of the 
‘‘It is all over!” she said. “All over!” be rci)lied, kingdom, who agreed to i)ay a small weekly or annual 
looking up. Hut I will not Areary you with the swene contribution. So many thousands joined the iicav 
in wliich the wretched man, a Greek renegade, related MaatscJiappij van (Society of Hcnefiecnco), 

h’) ' he had bought Zoe — how he had loATd her, and that the trifiing amount of individual suhseriptions Avas 
made her lus wife — how they had travelled in far coun- m.'Mle up for by the biilk of the aggregate. Their 
tries — huAv lie was jealous, ever, as ho acknowledged, project was to remove the surplus mendicity from the 
Avilhoiit cause — and Iioav, in a fit of madness, ho ha(i towns to the country, and if possible make it support 
slain the motlior of his tiliild. Wlicn he had finished, itself. A most jiraiseworthy sc;heme ! Accorduigly, 
he led the bcAvildered Silver-Voice to the cradle, and land Avas purchased avIktc it could be had cheap, 
tlinisting asid(‘ the curtainp, disclosed the miniature portions of the dreary heaths lying in the imiAdnccs of 
cniMitorpart of Zoe, sleeping as if it had been billed Jlrcnthe, Overyssel, <and Friesland ; and thus a double 
into deeper slumber by its niothcT’s death-cries. Then reclamation aa ould have gone on at the same time, 
stealing towards the corpse, Avith the step of«one about Certain pans of the land Avere cleared and cultivated, 
to commit a new crime, lie snatcheTi a liasty kiss, .and trees planted, liouses built, (iattte and implements 
rushed away. What beeaino of *111111 Avas nt'vcr known, provided, and the first colonists installed. These were 
Silver- Voice perforni(*d the last duties for poor Zoi;, such families as had been most burthensome in the 
ninl t(X)k the child under her eare. Since that time parishes from Avhieh tlioy were sent ; many of them 
slie has almost always continued to live in thehou.se knew as little of agrieultiiro as they did of algebra. It 
from tlie roof of Avliicli she lieard her .sistc^;^ ciy; and was an interesting question, Avhether those who had 
tliougli ap|>areiitly rational in everytld ig else, never heretofore ranked among tlie incapables would then 
fails to go up (aicli evening and singi-tTie song she used succet'd in remoAing the first syllable from their desig- 


to sing of old, though in a more plaintive and des|)air- 


Hy their labom*, as Avas believed, they would 


ing toiu*. *If asked Avherefore she acts iit,this AAuse, her be able to repay all the outlay for their settlement, and 
reply i.^^, that she is seeking for lu*r sister Zol^ and also to afford such a rent as would reiraflurse the 
nolKHly attempts to contradict the hannless delusion, directors tor maintenance, and enable them to keep 
Several years have iioav passed aAvay since this event, tlie machinery in motion, and gradually to extend tlieir 
and the tdiild has liocoine a handsome l)oy. You may operations. Such a iirojcct upi>ears to be hoiieful as 
set? ihem both at the church to-morrow.’ well as rational; and could the managers. have borne 

I thanked the worthy papa for his story more warmly it to a suetiessfiil issue, theirs would have been the 
perhaps than he exi>ect(Hl. ^le had been a.s much pleastd honour and satisfaction of resolving a difficult problem 
by narrating as I had t)cen by listening; but he aa^is — one that in all ages has ewenpied the attention of 
not very particular about the quality of his facts, and caniesV and of enthusiastic thinkers, 
minteiitioniilly made me do ]X'uauce for the cxi’cssivc Immediately on leaving tlie tavern, I saw that what . 
|)ieasurt‘ I hail experienced liy giving me jm account seemed to me an endless aveniR h? the twjlij(^t of the 
--two hours’ long, and with equal unctidh — of a tre- previous evening, was the road Avhich runs iii a straight 


|)ieasurt‘ I hail experienced ly giving me jm account seemed to me an endless aveniR h? the twjlij(^t of the 
—two hours’ long, and with equal unctidh — of a tre- previous evening, was the road Avhich runs iii a straight 
nii'ndoiis t!ontroversy then raging as to the pris>{)cr form Une beyond the limits of the colony toWh^dder. About 
of electing tiie sub-pat riatcii of Cairo? It would have fifty yards to fhe right of this track you see one of the 
been ungrateful to interrupt tiim, although there seemed lung, ^av, gabled cottages peculiar to the district; a 
no end to his garrulity. Fortunatdy two or three jn'oiile ^hdt dSstanco farther stands its counterpart, and others 


no end to his garrulity. Fortunately two or three jn'oiile ^hdn distance farther stands its counterpart, and others 
at length came in, I compromised niy dignity as a still farther. Imagine three or fom' roads parallel, 
heretic by kissing his hand, and tscaped, to turn^er a fuftong or 4wo apart, with similar houses ranged 
tills curious story in my mmd. Next day I went fo along them, and each situated amid small and well- 
the Greek church, and saw a melancholy-looliiiig face cultivated fields of wheat, barley, potatoes, or jieas, 


through the bars of the cage-like g^lery Jj^wliicU tho a{id fianked by a garden disphaying a goodly store of 
women sit. I am quite certain irVas that of Lfuly vegetables and flowers, with jiatches of grass and wild 
Silver- Voice, hut no one whom I asked seemed to know heath -land here and there, connoted by numerous 
her. The boy did not show himself. It was my iii^’ii- paths, and bordered hy ^cs of fir, poplar, and birch— 
tion to go another Sunday, and observe more accu- giving the whole a romewhat poor and dusty appear- 
ratedy, for I really felt a deep interest in this ipifor- ance, and you haA*^ a picture of Fredericksoord. ^ 
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I^e w'entlkrat into one of the cottages. To describa 
one Is to/1e8c4be the whole, iisvthey eie «li after the 
same pattern. They are built of brick, and trf 
thatch^, with three winclows tOAnmis tlie road. There 
IB otte large room on the ground-floor, and a chamber 
above it iri the pitch of the roof. The latter descends 
suddenly behind, and being prolonged some distance 
backward, forms a low shed, partly enclosed, which 
serves as a wash-house and. scullery, and to shelter the 
turf and wood -pile, working- tools and implements, 
live stock and ftnlder. In the one I vifited, the livipg- 
room exhibited much neatness comfort : a good 
wabmt wardrobe stood agiiinst the wall ; at the opposite 
side a corner closet, well fumisheda-^nth crockery; a 
clock ticked bedweeu thc‘*‘windaw8 ; and among other 
miscellaneoiik articles on some shelves were a few 
books : these, as I was inforn^ed, art^ supplied by the 
Bible Society. One side of the flreplaee 'was fitted up 
as a iHid-closet, similar to those seen in farm -cottages 
in the rural districts of Scotland. The room overhead, 
which is reached by a hulder from the ^.ack, coiitauiecl^, 
three Bep.aratc bed-places ; so that, allowing two to a 
bed, there w'ao sleeping accommodation for a family of 
eight. Here the beams and i*aftcrs of the roof were 
white waslied, so as to give the place light and 
cheerful appcaraucc, and the wliolc house was clean 
and well-ordered. But the habit or practice of dotncstic 
cleanliness is not universal ; some of the cottages were 
unclean and untidy. Eaeli one has a garden about fifty 
yards by ten airport ioned out of the general domain, 
and these, with rare exceptions, arc properlj^ looked 
after. In some of the plots 1 saw scarlet -rmuiers care- 
fully slicked, and the rows supported by horizontal 
poles tied across them, besides peas, potatoes, beetroot, 
lettuce, carrots, &:c. The Ix'ds nearest to the liouse 
generally contained a few flowers ; pots of blooming 
plants stood in tlie windows ; and here and there a 
creeiKjr clung to the vrall, and droojK'd over the dooj. 
The cottagers work in their giirdens bcd'orc and after 
the regular duties of tlie day ; tlieir fixed hour? of 
labour arc from sis to six, with an interval of oiu‘ hour 
and a half for breakfast and di iiuer. AV^atcr is obtained 
from wells dug midway lietweeh every two liouses, and 
is met wdth at a depth of from ten to thirty feet. 

On first taking possession of their farms, the colo- 
nists are supplied with implements of husbandfy% 
seeds, fruit-trees, and a cow and pig. ISX'glect of the 
animals or the garden is punished by deprivation, 
witbholding of food, and, in extreme cases, Ijy imprison- 
ment at tlie Straf colony of Ommersebaus or Veeii- 
liuizcii ^ *but no instance of the severer punishments 
being necessary had occurred for six years jirior to my 
visit. Tlius it would appear that a provision of milk, 
butter, and bacon, is alw'ays secure to the prudent 
cottager ; and, judging Irom the bc‘ehives scattered iji 
the gardens, some among them add honey to their 
dietary. Such articles as are not produced in the 
colonics — groceries, candles, soap, crockery ware, &c. 
— can be bought at shops belonging to the rfiociety. 
There are two to supply Eredericksoortl, each managed 
by a coimxjtent perlft)ii f the pricx^s the same as in the 
large towuis. llie stile of spirits and *iiUoxicating 
drinks is dbsoliftely prohibited. 

At the bureau certain ruled ainl prinfeil tdiects were 
sliowu to me, from which I saw that an oc^c^unt is 
ot>ened with each colonist; and on thasS sheetf ar% 
entered the weekly debit and credit. IkicU individual 
is iitrnislied with six })ouuds cJf broad a^jd eighteeft kops 
(about live galj^ns) of potatoes every week — the latter 
are char^rf^f^ie cent the kop, and the bread three 
aiid cen'ts the pound. A Hutcli cent, It shot^d 
be is the fifth of a iieiiiiy. Besides these 

4. charge of twenty -four cents is made for 
and seventeen ceiiHs entered as cash paid, 
the actual w'eekly cost of each colonist to the 
Bwiety ^ is eighty cents weekly ; ^nd , sup]K)sing lie 


f earns n6t more than one florin, the twenty fonts wliicli 
[ appear on the credit side of the account go towards 
' paying rent for his house and appurtenances, and to 
tlie fund ill the spaar-banlf ' for widow's and orphans, 
and as a provision against casualties. 

Eacli farm comprises about three acres, of wdiicli . 
one-<iialf is brought under cultivation before the tiiiiant 
takes possession. As I wished to see the first jirocess 
of reclaiming the land, we w'ent to one of the outlying 
farms, wrbere hali^a-dozcri Ituls were busy digging and 
tronching. The soil is loosened to a . depth of three 
fi^tit'-that which was below is brought to the surface, 
and the upper stratum, with its thick tougJi coating 
of IiCtffli, is buried. In this condition it remains for a 
year, after wiiich it is mamired, and iilantcd with 
l>otatoes ; and in the third year, without any additional 
manure, wiieat, oats, or buckwiicat is sown, with seeds 
of wliat the Dutch call brem — our broom — or (jcimUt. 
Tlie latter remains in the jtrouiul when the grain is 
flit, and stands thftiiigh the winter and tlie fftliowiug 
year, when it is dug in as green manure, and tlie 
ground again planted with potatoes. Such is the 
rotation; one year in four lH.*ing lost for want of a 
I suflicient supply of fertilising siibstimfces. The soil 
I Inuf a yellow ochrey appearance — my conductor called 
it ijztr (jrond — iron ground. Its luirificatioii can only 
be cflected liy gmid drainage. Some oats w hkii I saw — 
the first cnij) on new huid after potatoes — were so thin 
aiiri sliort as to ai>pear scarcely worth the trouble of 
cutting. If the land were in liigb condition, produce 
might be raised for outward markets ; at present tlie 
whole vegetable crop is eoiisumeil in the colonies. 

A diligent laboure r w ill treneli and clear a i)i(‘ee ol“ ; 
ground eight yards s<iuare in a weeh, liy wliicli he ■ 
earns two florins. If, by superior skill or industry, he i 
should succeed in gaining more than tlic usual uw rage, ! 
the whole, of tire overjdus is iic^t jiaid to him, but iM ! 
piT cent, only of the amount ; the remainder is ajiplied | 
towards rent luul tlie ^ contingency fund, as above- : 
mentionc-tl. Thus he lias the oi>i>ortunity of heeoming 
a j>r*osi»crou.s and *independ(‘Mt agriiuilturist on a small i 
scale ; yet, as I was inibmied, \ cry few of the colonists : 
ch) this : the majority conti'ie., tlu‘inselve.s w ith the bare ; 
fulfilment of tlie prescribed routine. In general appear- | 
ance, allowing fur diflerences of dress, they migdit be j 
considercSiy^lu’Csenting a parallel to tlirifty English | 
labourers. i 

To n^jit'li tbi^fWd wu’ luid ascended a long, low slope, | 
which in any but a flat country would have passed 
umiotieed. ilere, liowi vcr, it was sullieieiiily elevated ' 
to comiiiaud a j»rosj>ect over the surrounding level, iiiid 
enable one to comiu’clieud the plan of the ground, i 
The property here belonging to tlie siKriely ineludes ; 
about 13,000 lUTes, on vvhieb 150 farms are estaldished 
in three difllTent localities, w itliiii half an hour’s w alk 
of each otlicr: they are Eredorieksoord, Willeinsooid, 
and WilhelminasiKird. The word ourd sigiiifu's place. 
Xl*C‘y arc situated iii*thc tfin^li provinces of Overyssel, 
Drcntlie, and EViesland, wtiieh Jienf^ unite tlieir Imuih 
daries. The total iiumljcr of coluiiisl.s at the lime of 
my visit was 2000. 

The farirft, as I have alrearly stated, are. iiitendi'd 
for famines; yet no unarriages arc allowed to lake 
idact*. If a yoftng couple fiisli to enter into malii- 
moiiy, they mu.st leave the colony; and yoimg men 
are not allowed to remain after the death of the iiaivnls, 
unless oil payment of sixty florins. According to tlie 
relations, the nuiiilxTs are recruited from withoul, 
Alt Irom wdlhin. Eamilic.s, however numerous uu»y 
lie odm^H^d froti any part of lluUaiid, in ratio with 
the occwfcuce of vacancies, or tlie ability of tbe 
society clear ntJdand, 1700 florins iicing paid with 
them on their entry by the contributing memliers in 
tlij^ districts from which they are sent ; luid in this way 
tliickly-populatcd neighlxiurhoods have been relieved 
of part of their burthen of pauperism. The deaths do 
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I not appear to be proportion with the tot^jJ iwpu- L ‘ Wliat punishments do* you mnict r • 

Intion. I could not lean) the cxnct number ; but here, ri ‘ They very seldom need punishment, and When ||ey 
' in Ftvdcricksoonlf wjuch haa 1000 inlnihitantSy iwt just keep ^hom hf to conjugate ii V(jrb/ • 
more tlian two deaths hi^ occurred since Jnnwiry, There must he something f^ood, I thought, in the 
and tliosc were of irrfiints. TJie number is greater at method or matter of the training- which fulliliecl its 
Ommerschans an(f Veenliuizen — the latter suffered from purpose by means so mild, and effected moral results 
cholera. With respect to religious observances, all tlie with so little of physical coercion, 
colonists are rcquii'ecl to attend worsljp at least dnee ITie walls of the room were hung round with maps — 

every Sabbath. The Gatholics have a meciing-house an important aid in imparting knowledges, which, as 
on the spot ; tlic Protestants go to the church At far as I have had opportunity of observing, is extremely 
Vledder. Tlicrc are churcbes for eacTi of thests efenomi- rare in village schools in England. One never secs a 
nations at the Straf colonics, besides a synagogiK^^r mai>-liawkcr iii^his country; and yet on the continent, 
Jews at Ommerschans. k and*in the United States especially, they are numerous. 

1‘ursuing our w’^alk wo came to the weaving^hojis, Ouring our conversation the master, now middle-aged, 
in wdiich eighty hoys, women, and girls were at work, told me that lie Came first to the colony a j^oor boy 
Phe former arc employed at the looms until tlie age nine years old, and went through the usual routine of 
of eighteen, wdieu they are put to liold-lahour. The work until he attained his present position. About 
materials produced are sackings, coarse woollens, tUrcG years ago hti began a. course of self-instruction in 
calicoes, and checks; llie surphis of which, after sup^ uch, and, by dint of practii;c, came in time to speak 
plying Jhe w^aiits of the colony, by a standiii"' tb -i language with much facility. Several^of the elder 
arrangement, purchased by the Jiandels-MaatHchappij scholars were also hi'ginning to leani Ereneli — a tact 
(Trade Society). And in this way the home colonies worthy of conikleration, as the acquirement wdll open 
furnish coffee and l ice bags, and negro elotliing, to the to them a world-wide literature in addition to their 
foreign colonics in Java and Guiana. Over the largest own, and so enlarge their minds with more abundant 
w'caving-sliop is the store-room, w'cll stcx'ked, aiu4 in knowledge. 

exadleiit order. On the shelves lay an abundant The loolt of llie majority of the children was iinin- 
assortmciit of garments for both sexes, of fiv'C diflerent tellectiial : the general contentedness of expression 
sizes. Jaekets, trousers, mid iietticoats of course black seemed jiassive rather than active. How w’ise is the 


you inflict ? * 


fusliau; shirts ami chemises of a very rough texture; 
and worstt’d stockings coarser than Shetland lioso. 


arrangement wdiudi rais<\s up men willing to devote 
theiiiaelves to the unvarying routine of a teacher’s 


All hough it may he urged that such elotliing will duties, whicdi endows them wdtli patience to hear w^ith 


suhservo all the literal requiriiuents of health and 
(‘omfort, still the quality indicates a low standanl. 


apathy mid inditterence ! S(>ci(‘ty, as yt‘t, does not 
appreciate them at their full wmrtli. While standing at 


espi*eially for colonists. Oiininals might be made the end of the room, with the ranks of faces liefore me, 
to submit to it until they had eariuul a better by I was struck by some four or five which did not seem 
reforming their character. Besides wearing-apiiarel, (;ast in the Bfiiiie mould as tlu' others. On inquiry, I 
bed-(‘ovorings, boots, sIuk'S, and eiqis, the store-rooui learned that they were tlie, children of the director, the 
(‘ontaiiual tiiuvare, jn'ts and kettles, iron and w^pilen eldest an intelligent lad of about fourteen. They were, 
spoons and ladles, wlieelbarrows, spad<‘.s, tubs, cliurns, he informed mo, ten in family; ‘ and wo nil come bore 
baskets, brooms, and so forth -all made at om? or other in^urn,’ he said, ‘ brothers and sisters, and stay until 
of the (!olonies; ebiefiy at the jHiiial establishments, it is time fur ns to go away to a higher school.* It 
where the iabrication of this variety of utensils and was gratifying to see tins instam'e what an English- 
implements gives oceuijation t*o some thousands of man cannot fail to observe in Holland — the approjudi- 
individiials wlio otla»*wisc would not be able to keep ableness betw eon different grades of society, 
out of luisebief. From the school w e took n h'isiirely'^ stroll through a 

Wc next went to the bakery, u h(‘n^ the g^ain growni iJantation, wliich afibrded a w'eleome slielter against 
in the .surronndiiig fields is eonvt*rte<l iiito bread, the scorching lieat. The guide w^as particularly coiii- 
Kight men are cm j Joyed : they make ^Bljoaves of municative, and talked of many subjects besides those 
twvlve ]K)unds’ weiglit eacli every day. The e<Jour is connected with liis inunediate duties. He spoke iii 
very dark, ^nid the quality extremely coarse and heavy, liigh terms of the director. ‘ Everybody praises liim,* 
It will not k(‘ep good more than a wpek. English he said ; ‘helms l>eeii hew twenty-two yeaiis, and the 
Inhourers would hardly consider it a favour to be fitted longer he stays the more is he beloved. If Ihe first 
wdlh the eolonial garinevits, and most certainly would directors had been as honest as he is, the colonics would 
tlu>y find the eating of the colonial bread a grievous have hCeii more pros[)ero\is than they are.’ 


Imriiship. I’he loaves are made of rye, sinqJy moistened 
with w:ater, and bakovl. From August to May the I 
nu‘al is mixotl with half its weight of potatoes; and 
the bread so prepared W liked better than during the 
two moutlts when it is all rye. 

After this inspection of wdiat might be termed the 


‘ AYhat is the reason,’ 1 inquired, ‘ that estal)lish- 
meuts apparently so wxJl conducted are not self-sus- 
taining V’ 

* Ah, monsieur, to give all tlic reasons one w^ould 
have to go over tlie history of Ibe place for the past 
thirty 'years ; but the chief is, that the people, when 


/dujuh/nc of the taJony, T felt desirous to observe the located on their little farms, ai^* too careless about- 
moral api>lianc(‘8 and resources, and In^^g^d to be eon- paying their rent, or doing yrtyrk onougli to pay back 
duetwl to the school. 'I'his was liohl in a detaclied the co.st of their settlement.’ ^ 


building not far from tlu’,weaving-sh(jf>s, and Slumbered 
eighty -five children of both sexes. The system of 


This was disappointing conclusion, hut I cannot 
venture A> gainsay it. I’lio director afterwards con- 


instruction is the same as that pursued in the Arnu*n ii||t^e(4it ii^a conversation that wo had together at the 
Schools — the younger scholars being partitioned <J1’ in 'Havorn, wher^ be kindly called to talk the subject over, 
an apartment by tbcmscl VOS. ^ " Fro^ this I gathered that the society would not be 

‘ 1 teach them music',’ said the* mast(*v— * thaj^, able to continue its operations were it not for an annual 
sing from notes ; and we do not. ncglcc‘t geography, grant of money from tlic govTiaimcmt. A portion, of 
griunmar, or aritluuotie.* • the sum is an 'allowance for wmrk done by the colonists ; 

^ Is there any difficulty,’ I iisV!e<L ‘^ getting the tnd, considering that the mendicancy of the country is ' 
children to attend school ? ’ kept at honest ^ in the Straf colonies, it is but tail* 

* None W’liatever. Gn the contrary, tliey are all glad that tlic state should bear a portion of the charge of 
to come; the singing, in particular^ has great atfiae- mdinteiiaiice. MueJ mttef to pay money to keep 
tious for them.’ 


e contrary, tliey are all glad that tlic state should bear a portion 
articular^ has great atfiae- maintenance. Mucl m ttef to pay 


paupers at labour,’ iian to support tlieiTi in foreed or 


vototary idleness. At the sjimo time, I regretted t^ into a condition scarcely bettor than that* of serfs in 
iin<i%hat the mu^-t^ed-of paujwr colcuiios of HoUancy the feudal ages. However, you may stay here as long 
do hot, after sb trial, pay their expens|s< as you will, six months if you like, and observe what 

wliHe. the best that can4>o said of them is, that they y^ou please, and walk about everywhere just as. it 
keep poor people alive in a deadening species of depen- suits you. And when you leave, do. not fail to go to 
deney: In short, they do not, in my opinion, offer an Ommorschans.* 


exan^lo to be followed. Pauper labour, on a great 
self-supporting scale, with a tendency to elevate the 
Character, must seek for other models. I was recom- 
mended by M. Konynenburg to see other two estab- 
lishments. ‘ If you have not time to s<^ both,* he said, 


‘ Shall I not need a letter of introduction ? ^ 

‘ iSo ; go t.o the director, and say that you have been 
h^re — that will be sui&cient. He will show you every- 
thing.’ I, , « 

A tourist out for a brief holiday is compelled to 


* at least go to Ommcrschans. There you will sed a snatch hasty glances Avhere lie would gladly have time 
more widely -developed system of 'management than for studious observation. This was riiy case, and one 
here ; the farms for the hundred fre(^ colonists who are day w«s all that I could spare for Predericksoord. 1 
settled there Jire ten or tw.elvc times larger than ours, waited till five o’(jlock, in hope that tlie temperature 
And besides, j^ou will see what we do witli the lieggars.’ would then have become more agreeable for walking. 

^ How many of that class,’ I asked, ‘ are you enter- ’J’ho old landlady, when T paid ray hill, comjiliniented 


taining at present ? ’ • 

‘At the two places, Ommerschaiis and Veenhuizen. 


me very undeservedly on my acquirements in l)ut(!)i, 
assuring me that I was the first foreign traveller slic 


4100. In 1^4 7, when prices were high, tlic number I wd seen for man.>*txa day who could make himself at 
was GOOO ; so that, judging from those barometers of all understood. This duty discharged, I once more 


pauperism, the country is now^ pretty well o0’.’ 

At the colony of Veenlniizcn there are also one hun- 
dred free families, wdio cultivate the larger fiinns, be- 


lent my, shoulders to the l^napsaek, and started for 
Meppel. 

Tlie route was not the same as that by wliich I came: 


sides the pauper e.stablishmeni and orphan bouse. The it led across tlje wddest plains my eyt's ever beheld, on 
number of inmates of the latter is 1200, the greater wliicli in many parts troops of liaymakers were busy 
part being foundlings from Amsterdam. In certain in all stiigcs of their odoriferous task. In the distance 
respects the social arrangements of the Dutch are such a dark and dreaiy-lookmg slope rose before mo: it was 
as to favour illegitimate births. Children arc received tho^same wJiicii I had crossed more to, the wcstwanl 
from the city establishments at the age of seven, are tlie day before. On those cxtc*nsive flats it is as easy 
instructed in the schools, taught a trade, and retained to deceive one’s self regarding distance as at sea, and I 
on the establishment rmtil their twentieth year, wdien was long in reaching tlie rising ground over which my 
the regulations require them to leave. During six road lay, after it seemed but half a mile further, 
weeks after tlieir departure they are maintained at the 
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they have found eiT)ploynient or not, they are droppetl ; 

no further thought is taken for them. Most of the I'lnsT Auncrnc. 

young men enter the army, which perhaps derives its city of Glasgow cannot justly b(‘ considered as 


I'lnsT AUTicrnc. 


[Tmf city of Glasgow cannot justly b(‘ considered as 


greatest number of recruits from this source; and the a sulyect of only local interest. It is the second city 
gnris go into service as domestic servants, if they caif— of this gr«at empire in point of population- -probably 
it not, they do w'CH’se. In this Avay, as it ap])c;ired in industry and its results also : the best and the worst 
^cr'^du'xM professedly so xglit to bo rcuicdied i.s tPatiji-es of our present social ei’onomy are there aecn 

^ ^ A\ 1 i. X V A , ill the most striking light. Tlie smst remarkable cir- 

I mentioned my thought to the director. ‘Wiat ^ x- ■ i 

oanwedo?’ hcrcplial; ‘we arc not omnipotent. AVe cunistimce refii)cetini? tins (trout oily i.s, liowovor, it.s 
cannot undertake to guarantee work to all who leave risevn^lirogres.s. It has advanced from aliout 


our colonies ; Ave must defer something to individual to three- hundred and eighty thousand inlialiitants 


I re.s])onsibiJity.’ 

‘ True,’ I answered ; ‘ but do you take sufRcieiit 
pains to inspire or cultivate a sxiirit of self-reliance ? 
i’aupcrisjrit, like slavery, has a deliasing influence, and 
those to wdiom it has been familiar all their lives are 
little likely to rise in the scale wdtliout guidance. You 


must oither forco thorn to do rigid, or put it out of •** "<!'> <>f intonsc ;iotmty niul 


their power to do wrong.’ 


.alive, and in w^orking condition, seems to be the first 
duty, and^this can ofcly be done Avith money. If th,at 
fails, all go(58 wrong.’ 

‘ Again t^ue,* 1 answered ; ‘ but Avhcii you consider 


that the charities of Holland are notorft)U8,«thet the niflcHl, yet comparatively sUnpJe and familiar. In those 
enormous sums which you lavish every year in li^e- <^***7®? asnoAv, there were men of learning in the Col- 
yolcnee tend mainly to fostcjr mendicancy Vnd cocfdle , jlege, and men of consequence on the Exchange; but they 
idle people into helplessness, you will perhaps allow were fewer, their peculiarities came more strongly out, 
that .^^o^c y isgjigt the supreme a^nt. cLet a gdnius and%ey were moreiftuler each other’s obserA ation. Of 
^ ^ draining the Zuydor their habits, too, many wore of a nntuKi of which we see 

- Sj^B iSndTnZE^ aT/our dSS «»at « few 

bJHMfiSLt of money.’ . * ^ anecdotes of the ch«|Facters and manners of the city m 


i thow in Belgium. There the c^nists have sunk j which they refer.] 
— ^ f A 


.since lJ>e«* beginning of the present century ! It lins 
but do you take sufReieiit now as many Irisli immigrants as it possessed of every 
ate a siiirit ot self-relianee ? of population at the beginning of the reign of 

Accordingly, the rciuiniscenees id' old 
Lt.I"w!dunft Glnsgow "Tc cxcoodiiiKly otirious; conncitiii!., 


metropolitan Imgeiicsa of population with a time when 


The reply was an admission that such an aim, even fhc place Avas comparatively a village. Here, indeed, 
if Iiracticable,' did not come, except to a limited extent, Ave must correct oursehTs, for Glasgow has not, since 
within thc^ 80 <;iety’B plana. ‘Wo have to feed as Avell early ages, been a villitlgc. It Vas in all modern times 
as refonn, said M. Konynenburg ; ‘and keeping folk a small university town, Avitb a system of mercantile 


enterjirise engrafted upon it. Thus, what we look back 
upon in its social state is fully as dignified as aiiy- 
tliing which we can trace in its present condition — dig- 


Dr SmolTfttt, who received liis early education in the endeavoured to catch the eye of their employers* Mproa. 
College of Glasgow, and was apprenticed there to a ^he following tanecdoyte, communicated m^ny y&s 
surgeon, revisited the citj^ in 1765 or 1760, and has HiAce by an old American merchant, it would appear 
given the result of his observations on it in his excel- that the foreigjn mode of salutation was then in fashion, 
lent novel of * Humpliry Clinker’ — perhaps thp most A certain tobacco lord, who had enjoyed the double 
ingenious of all his writings. According to this author honour of being at the same time Lord Provost and M.P. 
— and from Ins personal aci^uaintances^and conneeVons for the city, was familiarly known under the appella- 
lie liad the best means of infonnation — Glasgow at tion of Provost Cheeks ; and besides the peculiarity of 

period was a ‘perfect beehive in point of.iijdustry.’ visage which had gained him this sobriquet, was gifted 
The following account which he gives of one of the with an immeiise capacity of mouth, extending from < 
leading merchants will slvow tlie great extent of 6dsi- ear* to car. This ^dignitary was no small man on the 
ness carried on by a few individuals of this c^para- plainsUifies (or pavement) opposite King William's 
lively small community: — ‘I conversed,’ lie says, ‘with statue at the Cr«lss, where the walk in question was 
one Mr Glassford, wliom I take to be one of the greatest situated. He w^as compliiming one <}®'y * some 

iiiercliants in Europe. In the last war, he is said to have d — d fellow’ (swearing was then in greater repute than 
had at one time five-and-twenty ships, with their cargoes- i« now) ‘ who*liad come up to liim on the walk, and, 
his own projierty, and to have traded for above halrwill he, nill he, bussed him on both sides of the face, 
a rnillicfn sterling a year. The lasFwar was a fortunate slavering him with his filthy saliva.’ ‘M‘ I had been 
period for the commerce of Glasgow. The merchants, you,* said his friend, looking significantly at his mouth, 
considering tliat their ships bound for America, launch- ‘ I would have hitten off his head!' 


ing out at once into tlio Atlantic by the north of 
Ireland, pursued a track very little frequented b>»pri- 


Another well-known provost of Glasgow, who after- 
wards went to London, and became a most active and j 


vatcers, resolved to insure one anotlier, and saved a efficient pdliee magistrate there, was standing one day 
vc*ry considerable sum by this resolution, as few or the same pririleged ground chatting with the 
none of their ships were takcMi. You must know I have Thom, minister of Govan, a shrewd but sar - 

a national attaeluncnt to tins part of Scotland,’ &c.* castic observer, wlien a ragged little urcliin had the 

, temerity to ask his lordship for an alms. Ihe digni- 

rhe branch of commerce in which Mr Glassford and tarv renliGMl with aorowh and the hov was ninni.io- nff 


a national attaelimcnt to tins part of Scotland,’ &c.* castic observer, wlien a ragged little urcliin had the 

, temerity to ask his lordship for an alms. Ihe digni- 

r he braneli of commerce in which Mr Glassford and tary ^‘pUgmI with a growl, and th (3 hoy was running off, 
oibers realised such large fortunes w^as the tobacco wdien Mr Tliom stopiied him with, ‘Stay, laddie; let me 
trade ; at that time, and for sonic years afterwards, till see thy face: thou ’s a bit decent callant eneiigh. Here ’s 
tlic* hreaking out of the American w'ar, the great staple ^ bawbee ft** thee; ye’ll maybe bo provost of Glasgow 
of the trade of Glasgow. Tliia trade is said to have provost himself had been of Immblo origin, j 

hikovi its risf from vorv small boeimiiiiirs. aiio first . RCiUleman, before he loft Glasgow, was con- 


takou its rise from very small beginnings. Tlie first K'-miemmi, waore iie leit uiasgow, was con- 

1 , , . , . ^ .1 1 . -XT’ • . siclereu a very prectse persoi. One story of him wa^s 

mlven lire wlueU was sent from the C lyde to Vifpma J, repeatcil. Scolding a 

was, It IS reported, put under the management of the .,,ierk in his offleo one dav for some trifling bhuider, 
eaptnin of the vessel, who acted also as jupcrcargo. ha softened a little towards the close of his lecture. 
This captain w'as a shrewd man^ but totally unac- and said, ‘ Well, I believe I iiiust^forgive you for this 
(jiiainted with account.s. Being asked, on his return, time; 1 myself w^as once guilty of a mistake.’ Like 
for a statement of his management, lie said he had many this provost was very fond of gocxl 

none to giv*e ; ‘ but there were the proceeds,’ producing and li^l expressed to some one the peeuliar 

n relisli With wdiicli Iic ate his dinner from china dishes. 


at the same time a largo lior/yar (stocking) filled witli 
coin. The adventure had been successfui; and the 
parties interested in it conceiving that if an uneducated 


A bitter old laily, to whom the observation was repeatcid, 
and who knew his family widl, said, * Clieeny, quotha ; 
set him wd’ cheeiiy ! I mind his mother taking Iier 


man had done so well, one versant in figures would do dinner — and that was a lierring — aff a. peat, and when 
still bottci', sent out a second shipment of goods, with she w^ante^l anither plate, she just turned the t’ither 
an exi»erienced accountant as supercargo. This person, sidoo’t!* • 

wlien he came back to Glasgow, rendered a beautifully- The Bev. Mr Thom, whom we have just iTitroduced 


m.n(le-..nt neeount to lus eraployer8— hut there was no ^ reailcrs, seems to have had a sovereign contempt 
. lor CIVIC authorities of all kinds. A portly magistrate 


hoffffttr. 

This new branch of trade, which had been only 


having, one fine Sunday in summer, found his way to 
the parish elmrcli of Govan, overcome by the heat of 


opened up to Glasgow since the Union, gradually the weather, fell fa.st asleep during sermon. In the 
increased, and was pusked with* so much vigour as to middle of tliu discourse, a dog which liad got into 


excite the jealousy of the English merchants, who church most inopportunely set up a howl. ‘Put out 
looked on the Scotch as interlopers, and used every that dog,’ said the minister : ‘pat o\it that dog instantly 


said the minister : ‘put outtliat dog instantly 


means to crush them in the bud. At length, however, 
the perseverance of the Glasgow mercli^nts overcame 


— he ^11 wauJeen a Glasgow mafjf sf.rtfip ! ’ 

I have mwtioned tlie exclusiveness of tbd merchant- 
granilees at this jieriod; but there was one of their 


all obstacles, and that city liecarao great* emporium ! eustome^s y4io was not ’to be daunted,' and who kept 


for the tobacco trade in the kingdom. 


‘ the crown o’ the causey ’ with the best of them. This 


At a ccTtain hour of the day, the principal mcrchimts wfte d grouej nameil Robert M'Mair, a shrewd, sagacious 
to whom wo have alluded wore accustomed to assemble man, who knew his own interest well, but, in an age 
on a privilegeil walk, arr.iyeil in scarlet closOw anfl of «icc.entric cjiaractera, pursuwl his objects ina miumcr 
hnshy wigs, where they strutted about witli i/inftcl. quite his A sign-biiard above his sh<^ had tlie 

ijr J names, Robert M‘Niur and Jane Holmes (his wife), 

assnmai dignity as a sector of Vemcej^ing the characters; and aU liis business 

Rialto; and wo to the lueklesf^^pleUSUn who men •transactions, which were extenaivcy were under this 
venturofl to come betwixt the wind and their gentility 1 jj^^ny of his neighbours of that day, ho 

The master trailesmen, who were in the halut of appears to have h^ ^ taste for litigation, and w as 
j rt'ooiving their orders, were oblige, d to take their Itand occasionally beforewho ‘ fyfeteen ’ (Court of Session), 
on tlio opiK)site side of the street, from whence they One of his causey vihich hml been long depending, was 
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oiiG day cali^^d for trial, llo'hiii, as he was usually branch estahlishal here, ami afow.mla (li.sf>ljsc(l of by 
waa in court hmiBclf, but no counsel for him.1 them as a site for the lioyal Kxcluinffe. The Jtoyal 
‘ Where i^your^eounsel, Mr M^SJair?’ said the jud^. Bank's present office is situated in the pfround wliich 
*My LokV said ‘I Juive no counsel. The in days of yon? was part of Mir Cunninphuni’s garden — 

cau^ jjas been twenty-one years in court. It is now the remaining spat^c round the Boynl KxcJmngo being 
of opc, and slifould be able to take care of itself.' An fllled up by a square of very substantial shops and 
old gentleman wlio told me this story remembered warrfiouses, built by the Royal Bank Company, which 
liobiu well. ‘Tlie law-plea,’ lie said, *was at last no tfoubt that si'calthy establishment have "foiiiul a 
decided in liis favour.’ profitable investment. ‘ Ex uno discc omnes : ’ all the 

There being little comiKJtition among the grocers in old houses of the ^ilasgow pafrieians have disappeared 
^ those days, and Mr M*Nair and his spous^ Jane Holmes, from the same cause, 
living very frugally, he amassed by degrees a vj?#y Tkc great value of siu;h liouaos, oven in the times 
handsome competency. A lot of gUfUind, on wjiich he when they were built, may l»o estimatesd from the heavy 
had set his heart, having been offered for sale by public dainagose adjudged to Mr Ciiinpbcll of Shnwficld, the 
auction, he purchased it, ^nd built ^ steading on it, member of parliament for (ilasgow, whose house was 
wliieh, in honour of his better half, he called Jennfield. destroyed by a riotous mob in 1725, in consequence of 
When bis name was given in as purchaser, he was his having voted for the extension of the malt tax to 
asked as usual for his security. ‘ I hawj no security to Scotland. Tlic sum was L.dlOO, Ix^sidcs L.2f»00 for 
offer,’ said .Robin ; ‘Jean Holmes is jiot here, but here 's other damages. 

her pouch C ^at the same time throwing down an ini- JThe style of life itf. the middle classes was v®ry dif- 
mense pocket, used by the goodwives of the time, full ferent. The bulk of the inhabitants, including many 


of bank-notes, with wliich he paid for hisqjiinjhase. 


who had prospcix'd consid(‘nibly iii tlie world, divelt in 


i Robin, when he had become well-to-do in the world, flats — that is, floors of large bouses, denominated 
j took it into bis liead to give an entertainment to all such as the Trades’ Rand, Hibson's Land, and the like, 
i the raercluints with whom he had dealings. He was a In dne of these, Donald’s liand, opposite tin? ’IVon 
I g(Mxl customer, and most of them accepted flie invita- Church, Sir .John Moore, the ‘ Hero of (‘ornnna,’ first 
j lion. When dinner was served up, they found that saw the light; anil the fathers of many of the most 
' nothing liad been provided for them but herrings and distinguislied citizens wdio went? destined to make a 
i potatoes. Accustomed as they were to the good things figuyg in the world— of Sir Thomas Miinro, Kirkniaii 
of this life, we may supjiose that the guests looked Pinlay, and many others — had no better d\vclling.s. As 
[ rather blank at thi.s sorry fare; but there was no might have l)eeii expected in a rising nuTcmitile com- 
reinedy. When all of them liad been helixid, and were inunity, time was precious, and the bonis of tbo 
about to commence, Robin said, ‘Gentlemen, this is citizens general ly were ver3' early. maxim iiicul- 

tbe way in which I made my mom*y ; follow me, and I cated on the rising generation was — 
will show you how I mean to s^iend it.’ He then led ,,, , , . , , 

the way into another room, where they found an ex(X‘l- r;«rnt 

lent dinner, set out with all the delicacies of the season, i . ^ , 

and, what some of them would relish as much, Avith and tfieir fathers enforeed the rule by liieir own (‘\- 
the choicest wines which could be procured. ' ample. It is recorded that three leading iiiercbants 

About the middle of last century Glasgow Avas^a had mafic jjii appointment to meet each otlu r at five 
pleasant city of habitation, catu externally. Arkwright, o’clock on a winter morning, for the inirposc of examin- 
w'hose invent ion of*'tlic spinning -jenny has effected ing tlieir books, and strjking a balance-slicet. 'I’wo of 
such a reA'olution in the luanui'actures of the country, tlicm had met while the clock was striking, and the 
AA'as then a liarber’s apprentice. The dense v(»lame.s of third, ns the story goes, made Ids appearance with his 
smoke which, perpetually vomiting from the cotton- (small lunteni) ‘ju.st as tlie last stroke of tlic hell 

mills, gas-Avoiks, and numberless nmnufiictories, bang had chapi>it.’ jSiThc same method was jmrsued by some 
like a lowering cloud over the capital of tlie Avest of of tlie mcrclffltits till a much later |K'n<Ml in the century. 
Scotland, ixiisoning 'the air by its mephitic influence, Thu.s the ^ite Mr Garrick, one of the nio-«t .succeH.sfnl 
were theu unknown.* The atmospliere avjis as clear bankers in Sc*otland, and avIio realised an- iiiimcnse 
and bright as in a country village, 4 )t as you see it fortune by his own industry and gtHnl maii.agemf'nt, 
in some of J^lie smaller towns in Belgium, to \»diit*Ii, in regiihirly as tlTe balance-day came round - some day, 
its gablc-^nd houses, fronting the streets, Glasgow' at I think, in July — wns seen, to a very laU* jK-rifnl in bis 


this perioii Ixire no small resemblam?c. 


life, Ai'orkiiig most as«iduou.slA" at six o’f'lock in tlie 


Several of the mansipn-houses of the first-rate mcr- morning, surroundcti by bis clerks, each labouring in 
clianis of Glasgow at this period Avere built in a Ids own dfjpartmcnt to bring out tlie results. Mr 
style of sumptuous magnificence, greatly superior to Carriek’s maxim was, tliat one hour in tlie morning 
any private dwellings wliich have since been ereiJted is w^orth tw'o fn the afternoon. Tbo good effects of tlds 
In the city. They were generally surrounded wdth orderly method Avere •e.<einplified in bis own case; 
fine gardens, thus forming a‘rus in urlx*.’ The im- ‘ Carriek on the I*roinis(*H,’ irn his promis.sory bank- 
mense rise which has taken place in the valtie of notes were quaintly called, had a circulation all over 
ground in Glasgow, the niason that, one after tlie Scotland, particularly in the llighhinds, to Avbich tlicy 
other, these, fine houses iiave l)een sacrificed to the were taken li^^the drovers, and where they were greatly 
w'ants of a contiiually- increasing community. One preferred to gold or silver. The Avritcr has himself seen 
of the last which was taken down wsm khe very line notes of the Ship Bank — of •which Mr Garrick wa.s 
mansion-house in Queen Street, built by ]fir Cun- cashier and principal partner— originally issued in 1775, 
ningham of Lainshaw, a GlasgoAv inerchant^ afte* tiic and not returned for payment till nearly thirty ycMUs 
model, it is said, of a palace at Rome. JtVas latterly Afterwards— thus, at the rate of compound interest, 
purdiased by the Royal Bank of Scotland for t^eir niore^han doubling ^heir value. So much for the 

^ . ■ ' 1 proiit^f Scotch bankera at this i>eriod, 

.. .. - X . . X . . The usual hour^of dinner was two o’clock, and for 

♦ The smoktness of manufacturing towns is surely susceptible of faoUmnahfltoflrtief un bmir Utor Tea at six o’clock 
some dfiatpe of remedy. If we can attach any consequence to the. fastwonaoi^^ties ail Hour inter. ICil at m\ o ctoc k 

arrangement applied to the furnace of the tolerably' a very sociabloinnical. The best families m the 
In printing these sheete H certainly preveHtt city used’ then to meet each Other, tO cliat over the 
• HM P fy ’ y^*?**^*!:*^^*!* «°ydg»by!lc ydlfflcuUy what. Occurrences of tl|c day ; and after a hand at whist, or 
th» ooala Wo truM soofto^ sUs ^ a B«ne of cards, generally concluded with a h«>l 

imK with details os to saving of fuel, ] supper^ wliich, like tliG HUppcT of Ulc Romans, was in 
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fact tlie jirincipal mc/ii. As the streets were badly 
lighted in winter nights, n servant -girl, very trigly, 
arrayed, Jiko Bailie Nicol Jarvie’s Mattie, generally 
preceded her master, mii^trc^s, and fariiily, bearing a 
small lantern. This practice was continued to a very j 
recent period in Glasgow — indeed till the introduction | 
of gas-light made it unnecessary. The celebrated j 
Dibdin — the composer of those admirable sea^songs 
which infused so much spirit into our gallant tars 
during the last war — at liis visit tc^Glaagow about ibe 
beginning of tins century, was struck with* tfie pecu- 
liarity which I have mentioned, and introducctl U into 
the amusing fund of anecdotes with which he was 
accustomed to vary Ids musical entertain 01044^8. ‘In 
other places wlijch he had visited,’ he said, ‘when the 
company were dej)arting, the usual order to the servant 
w'as, “John, bring up the curricle,” or, “John, order 
u{) the (.‘arriage but iii Glasgow it was, “ Whaiir 'js ^ 
tlje la.s.s and tlie lantern ?” ’ 

Sni'b was the usual tempera^ mode of life of 
respectable citizens of Glasgow. But all rules are 
Ual)le to cxcepti(ms. Oiamsionally they w'ould take 
what tlicy callerl a ‘screed,’ and tiien, to Ixj sure, all 
tile rules of teniiKuance were throw-n to the w’luds. 
When a jollification luwl been resolved on, after the 
ladic.^^, if there were any in the i>arty, liad retired, the 
first tlung done by tlu* landlord w'as to lock tile’s door, 
and put tlie key in his pocket. Punch w'as then, and 
long afterw'ards, the favourite beverage; ii was, accord- 
ing to a song of the day, ‘ the liquor of life,’ and wo to 
tliv* luckless wMght who failed to do justice to the toast I 
As tlie gla-Sd went round, eonrse wit and broad humour 
laid their full swing, like Counsellor IHeydell at his 
Iiigli-jinks, till at last few of the company w'cre con- 
scious of what citlier tliemselves or their neighbours 
were ahout. It is a well-autbenticated fact, that at a 
joyous meeting of ibis kind, wdierc the Laird of Gars- 
(Miltlaii — an estate in the neigbbourbood — was pieseut, 
some one made tlie remark to the person who sat next* 
him, that ‘his neclKiur Garscjul was lixikiti" unco //os/< ’ 
(grave). ‘Deil mean him,’ said •the other, ‘to Icwik 
gasli, he has been with his Maker for the last half 
hour ! ’ ‘ And w liy didn't you speak out ? ' ‘ Ou, I didiia 
like to spoil gude company !’ was the reply. 

’J’liis occasional relaxation of manners wa.s perhaps 
never seen to a greater extent tlian in what is now 
very ]iro|KTly aeconijianied with suitable feelings of 
solemnity “U funeral. . 

1 luive often heanl the story, tliat a Dumbartonsliirc 
laird“--C(»«nectcd jx*rliaps willi Glasgow' — at the dnyie. 
given in honour of liis mother, where, atf in duty bound, 
he jiresided — delighted witli the mirth and good-Iiu- 
niour of the party, and totally forgetting the occasion 
of tlu* nieeliiig, iiroposcd as a toast — ‘May ne’er wuiur 
Im* aiuaiig us I’ 

In the seventeenth ami part of the eighteenth centu- 
ries. claret scorns to have Viecii the favourite wdne wdth the 
w ealthier Glasgow' citi/«ns, amUhose of the middle class 
who could .'ifl'ord it; aiul the only perquisite of office 
afl'ordcd to the Iu>rd Provost was a certain sum for a 
liogslu'ud of clai‘ot, that he might entertain therewith 
tlie chief citizens. After the trade to tly West Indian 
coloiiii‘s had been oiK‘nod up tO' the tk’otch merchants 
by the union of the k^igdoms, rui*-pnnclf gnwlually 
supersedetl claret and wines of every dcscrijition, and 
maintained its jdacc for miaiiy long years as the fa- 
vourite Iicvenige of Glasgow. Brydoue, the celcbrati*(f 
traveller, tells a good story of thj^ mixture. Dining one 
day with a largo party of Sicilians at AgidgCntu^wliore 
he and liis^^mglish friends had been regal<^ with the 
choicest delicacies, they were askcd^t^juiw a Ixiwl of 
punch, which the Italians had ofterrtPSnmof, but had 
never seen. The materials were at hand : a bowd was 
made, and so much approved of, that he was obliged to 
replenish the contents again and again. The Italians 
]>referr(Hl it to their own wines, of wdiich there was a 


great variety on the table. They called if Pontio, and 
(aUnding to Fontias rUate) said, ‘Pontio was a imic/T 
^better fellow* than they had ever h^ken ^lim fori’ 
‘Ilowever, af)tcr dinner’ — I give the words of the lively 
wTitcu* — ‘one of them, a reverend canon, became exces- 
sively sick, and while throwing up, he turned to me 
with a rueful countenance, and shaking his head, he 
groaned out — “Ah, Signor Capitano.sapcva seinpre clie 
Politic) era tin grande traditoi'e!” — (“I always knew 
that Pontius was a groat traitor!”)’ 

The dficepLit'e qualities of this very pheasant liquor, to 
wlpch Brydon?’s unfortunate canOn alluded, were quite 
proverbial among wtraiigers who visited Glasgow for the 
lirstjj^ic ; and it was only the ‘ anld-uscd hands,’ or, j 
itneywer 


as tn^ were usually called,.^* seasoned casks,’ wlio couhl 
stand the debauch of an evening where jumch w as the 
only tipxdc. I* remember, many years since, that a' 
.party of very fifentleinanlike officers belonging to the 
' l •llC 8 hi^c militia, tlieii quartered in . Glasgow'^, dined 
0 .10 day with a gentleman, who, as usua^ after dinner, 
niiule a bowd of puni^li. The Cheshire men were 
much ideasec^ with the beverage, but gently hinted at 
the smallness of the gla.ssc.s. ‘•V'ery well, gentlemen,’ 
said tlm, landlord, ‘ liirgi*r glasses are at your service.’ 
These w^ere ordered ; but alas for the pride of Eugland, 
not one, (ft tw^o, but several of the gallant soldiers were 
erelong laid under the table ! 

Sir John Sinclair, in liis ‘ Code of Ileal tli and Lon- 
gevity,’ published many years since, attril)utes the 
general good health and long lives of tlie Glasgow 
jieoplc to their free use of juincli, which, unlike im- 
moderate indulgence in wine, w'as never followed by 
gout, gravel, or other complaints w hich he enumerates. 
It is certaiidy remarkable that many of the votaries 
of punch lived to a good old ago ; and I reiTuanber very 
well often si'cing, wlien a lioy, an old West India 
mereliant wlio had spent tin* greater part of liis life in 
Jamaica, and who, it w^as notorious, never w‘ent sober 
' to lied ; to -whiclv, liowcver, he retired at an early hour, 
Oild ro.se betwixt four ami five o’clock next morning. 
This xiatriarcli died about tlu* venerable age of ninety. 

The reduetion on the duties on foreign wines, w'hicli 
] took ])lacc some years after the late w'ar, introduced, 
or rather extended in Glasgow, a taste for these luxuries. 
Punch gradiiall}" lu'caune unfashionable, and at longtli 
W'as all but excluded from the higlier cin‘le.s. One 
w'ealthy West India merchant, at avIiosc hospitable 
table the t/ite of the siKuety was ahvays to be found, 
coiitiuued bis devotions to the imnch-lKiwd as formerly 
to the end of his days ; and great wuis his contcmxit 
if any younger guest liint(‘d tliat punch diil not agree 
with his stomach. ‘For lii.s iiart,’ he saiif, ‘lie had 
liecn Ixirn before wore in fashioii.’ This 

geiilleiimu certainly tried a Herculean (;on.stitutiou as 
much as any man 1 ever knew. lie was engaged from 
one yearns end to the other in a eouBtaiit round of 
dinner jiarties at liome or abroad, and usually coni!hided 
the evening w'itb a hot supper, after whicli the puncli- 
bowd w'a.s always introduced. A robust frame of body, 
early *rising, and regular exereisi^^long i)n*veiited tlie 
usual elibcts of .siudi a mode ^f Vfe from being visible*’. 
But ‘non omnia possumus oiimes : ’ natunr will vindi- 
cate her rights. One evening, wliifc dealing out his 
favouritj jKilfition to a jiarty of tricnds, he was sud- 
denly seized with a vertigo (or whirfey, as it then used 
toabd calVed), and fell- in.s(‘nsible on the table. His 
frieiuls, know ing that ho would be mortally offended 
wrefB lie to find he had been interfered with, prudently 
waited till Ik? should r(*cover. He did so in about a 
quarter of an hour or tw enty minutes ; and grasping 
the punch-spoon, gave the well-known call, ‘ Put iu 
Vo'tr glasses, gentlemen !’ as if nothing had hapi)encd. 

Punch, 80 long the favourite drink of Glasgow men — 
high and low' — ro(yiVit*d its coup de graca when the 
Asiatic cholera iblt made its appearance in this 
couutryi; It wa^ ticn intertlicted by the facultj^ and 


intertlicted by the faculty, and 
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neyer 8|foce r^overed favour. ‘Stat nominis 
umbra,’ tbb name only la remembered,| and scarcely 
even that,* eilcSc^t by veterans of the old school lil^ei 
myself • 

THE READER OF THE THOUGHTS. 

In Berlin, at the end of the grand promenade * Under 
the Linden,’ between the Catholic church and the 
king’s palace, stands the well-known Cafe Belvidere. 
This is the favourite dining-plaee for students at the 
university, junior officers, briefless advocates, patientlfl8 
doctors, supernumerary diplomatists | in a word, for a 
host of 3’oung men >vhose embryo foijtune does' i-ot in 
the least prevent them fro^n enjoying a good dinner, 
while it effectually denies them a dear one. 

In front of the cafe', wliich is entered by a broad 
flight of stone steps, is a garden surrrffinded by sum- 
mer-houses. In one of these were lounging, on a fine 
summer afternoon some ten years ago, two young 
men, habitual fro<pienters of the cafe. I’he younger 
of the two was evidently of the imiver8it5^. None but 
a student would have worn those long, light-brown, 
curling locks which streamed over his shouWers, or 
tliat bciird and moustache of any thing but ‘ formal cut,’ 
whoso extent seemed only limited by its powers of 
vegetation. Nevertheless, the German student at Berlin 
is no longer the wild apparition of Bonn or Heidelberg. 
The s('ornfiil glance and lialf-s oppressed grin of the 
dand^” of the capital may, on his first arrival, provoke 
Iiis untamed, almost savage spirit of dcflajico to more 
than optical reprisals ; but the Bursche ends by sub- 
niittiiig to public opinion. If ho do turn down the 
collar of his shirt, the linen is at anjTate of unobjec- 
tionable colour : if liis hair be some quarter of a yard 
longer tliiui is customarj', no one can deny that it 
is often coinlxKl, brushed, as\d even oiled and curleil, 
with considerable attention. In fact he begins to 
eriiergc from the natural Bedouin and smoko -becri- 
Ibrm into the so-called civilised state. His hands-e- 
red with exercise in# scrambling over mountains, gym- 
nasticising, and fencing; brow^ ied by exposure to the 
sun of the valley and the wind of the forests — are 
cunningly disguised in Parisian gloves, manufactured in 
the Friedrich- Strassc ; Ins white, sky-blue, or crimson 
cap, denoting the illegal Landsmansehaft or club to 
which he belongs, is replaced b}' a well-brushed gos- 
samer ; the rusty velvet .shooting-coat, so remarkably 
sliort in the skirts, gives way to an ortho<lox surtout ; 
and instead of a rapi(?r or a sabre under his ann, may 
l)e seen a^gWd or silver-hea<le(l Avbalelx)ne instrument, 
neither dangerous nor useful to any mortal man, and 
which cannot be too soon lost, to save its proxjrictor 
the nnnt»cessaiy lalxnir of carrying it. Such also, 
outwardly considered, was the student of our sketch ; 
but bis pale, thoughtful countenance, and dark, dreamy 
T)luc eyes, implied a lofty and imaginative soul ; wliile 
his fine mouth bctr.*iyed in its sombre curves suffer- 
ings of more than momentary origin. , 

His companion, off the otlicr lianrl, was a little, dark, 
lively man of some tWrt^k years of age, in tlie costume 
of the Royaf Guards. Balancing his sahre between his 
knees, he beat whit is vulgarly and iuexi>licably termed 
the ‘ devil’s tatoo’ on the rustic table bef<»*e li^u. while 
cliscoursing with apparent indifference, but real ytger- 
nesa, in an undertono to bis companion . N ot with standftg 
the gay smile that played round his trimly-mousbichcd 
lips, an almost imperceptible spasmodic pontractioft of 
his brows confh^, as it were, the general expression of 
his features, whicli were delicate without being har- 
monibus, and hindsome without conveying much idea| 
of dignity, As he spoke, the studept occasionally 
an equally assumed nonchalance. After 
4' few words, however, lhli| old r^ctive look 
its empire over his coAtenanco ; and the 
on of his riglit hknd, bimediln the bosom of 


liis surtout, indicated an internal agitation, which would 
i otherwise have escaped the penetration of the keenest 
« observer. 

But the eyes ■which rested a^upon the two young men 
■were those of no ordinary critic. > He was seated in 
the oi)posite summer-house, at a distance of some dozen 
yardi^ Resting a forehead, darkened by locks of iron 
gray, upon hi^ M^ist, he seemed to shade his eyes from 
thq light with Ids hand ; while, in fact, regarding with 
deep attention the foces of the student and the officer 
before hW. In a few minutes he rose, after having 
writWin hastily some lines with a pencil in a red 
morocco-covered note-book. Placing a broad-brimmed 
hat resftiibling a Spanish sombrero on his head, and 
smoothing down the skirts of a strait- single-hreastwl 
frock-coat, green in colour, and antique in cut, he strode 
leisurely across the garden, tore out the leaf on whit;h 
he had written from his red morocco note-book, threw 
it with a slight, but stately inclination to the student 
ii|tf)n the table at whfeh ho was seated, and disappeared 
through the door leading to the Linden, without utter- 
ing a word in explanation, or seeming to notice the 
surprise of the two friends at his eccentric conduct. 

They cauglit but one glimpse of a severe and deeply - 
mark*ed countenance, surmounting a tall, thin, muscular 
figure, and ho was gone. 

‘What is it, baron ?’ cried the officer iinpatioiitl)^ 

‘ I can infonn you better when I am m}'aelf more 
bnlig^itcned,’ replied the student, .poring intently over 
the dim and mysterious ciphers, 

‘ Road it aloud, if it be no secret,* said the captain. 

‘ Certainly,’ replied liis friend. ‘ as soon as I can 
nmko out three words consecutively.’ 

‘ It is difficult to decipher, then 

‘Very. Perhaps you will suc(*ee«l better than T 
in making out the mctining of the scrawl, ’.rake it,’ 
and the student Imiulrd the stranger’s manuscript to 
his cofnpanion. 

The ctaptain regarded it with a look* that changed 
r.aj)idly from mere idle curiosity to intense ang(M\ 
With a flushed face find sparkling eyt* lie ro-se abruptly, 
overturning his chair iuithe act, aiul (lenmmled fiercely, 

‘ Which way did he go? Where is the. scoun.lrei ?’ 

‘ He i>as8ed through tliat door,’ replied the student, 
p^iinting witli Ids finger in the direction alhulcd to. 

The captair^arted tlirouglithe portal. The strangt r 
was still visible. lie was, however, at a considerai>K‘ 
distance, and about to step into a fiacre. The captain 
shouted to him to stop, accornpan^drig this retj^uest with 
an insulting reflection on tlie courage of the stranger. 
Tlie latter saw the captain’s gestures, if lie could not 
at the distance hear his words. He raised his hat with 
sarcastic politeness, and onten'd the vehiide, which soon 
l)orc him out of reach of tlie infuriated captain’s tlirents 
of Tongeance, 

‘ W/io is he?* said the captain, r(?timung to lii.s im- 
passable friend, still seated in tlie 8unimer-hou.se, jiikI 
occupied in lighting a Ifing meeft^diaum. 

* I do not know,’ said the student, 

‘ Dhl you never see him before ? ’ 

‘ Never replied the young baron Boinowliat ah- j 
stractedly. • 

‘ Let UB inquire in the cafe',* said the captain. ‘ I am 
detemiineil to discover Ins flame at all costs and 
hazards.* 

^ ‘ You forget that you have not yet exidained to mo 
the cause of your unusual excitement. At any rate 
read tke paper to ino, ®r let me try again if I can niukc 
it<fiitflyselt’ . 

‘I hav^^st its in my conftision,* sidd tlie captain. 
ho8itating!yl%Wii‘’rg a quick, scnitinisiiig glance at his 
friend, whoso calm look seemed to give convincing proof 
of his ignorance as to the contents of the strange 


missive. 

‘ Ki>---yQu have it chunpled up in yoiir hand,’ said 
the student with a smile. 
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‘ Donnef Wetter! so I havo ! ’ exclaimed the captain, 
reddening. ‘ What a curious thing it is when the mind 
is absent or the nerves excited! Blitz noch einmal!' 
(one more flash of lightnihg !) ‘ I have hunted for my 

nightcap when it was on my head all the while before 
now!’ • 

‘ Nothing commoner,’ said the student, seemii^ not 
to notice the captain’s embarrassment? * Give me the * 
paper ; I am curious to know what roused your bilc^ so 
terribly.* 9 , .a 

‘ Here it is. Ila! ha! you will bo amused at its 
absurdity,’ • • 

The student took tlie mystic document. lie was far 
too good a deciplujrer of notes taken at colleg(?k>cturcs, 
in heterogeneous short-hands, old manuscripts of the dark ' 
ages, and other curious specimens of caligraphy, to have ' 
been really puzzled by tlie writing of the stranger, j 
wliudi, though sulflciently indistinct, and evidently 
production of a foreigner, was nevertheless far froni i 
illegibk;, even to a less practisedpeye. Consequentiy, 
lie w^as jilnjndy perfectly in possession of the contents 
of tlic paj^er. Notwithstanding which fact, he pro- 
ceeded to read aloud slowly, and with apparent effort — 
observing meanwhile, witliout seeming to observe, its 
t‘(Teet upon bis friend — the stranger’s note, thus* con- 
ceived and worded: — 

‘ llERii Stuj>iosc 8 — Cassandra prophesied in vain, 
and Troy fell. She -was wise, and they called her mad. 
What 1 reveal to you, unerring science teaches. « ! 

' lleware of the man beside you.! lie is a traitor, and 
hi counsels are delusions ! Ilis lightest hint may be a 
snar(', and his most friendly oiler of service a deadly 
injury I 

‘ Wiser than the Trojans, bo warned in time by 

A He A TUCK OF TUK THOUGHTS.* 

‘ Did you evt'r road such monstrous and iiui>eriinopt 
iiuiis'Tise ? ’ (?rie(l the captain. 

' yur rnliiff! (oidy 1)0 calm); it is merely entrying 
a praT'tical joke a little too far,* replied the student, 
laugliiiig. ‘ The i<lea of your betraying nie-^giving me 
delusive couufH'ls — injuring me b/ pretended services! 
It is preposterous !’ # 

* A reader of the tliouglits indeed!’ said the captain, 
delighted at his frieiufs careless confidonce. ‘ Wliy, 
wliat were we thlTiking of, and talking of, both of us? 
!Mere Ijagatellcs ! ’ 

‘ Merc hagatellos!’ repeated tlie baron, 

‘ A casual discussion aliout ti pretty girk’ resinned 
the captain, ‘ A fine occasion, tTuly, for all tlie Ma- 
ehiavelian* plottings this old conjurer jrould feign to 
have read in my heart! He did well to run away, or 1 
would liave made liiui swallow ItIs words, in the literal 
hoiise, i)ax)er ami all. lie shall do it yet, if ever 1 catcii 
liiin!’ 

* ^hiu may catch a ’rartar,* thought the student ns he 
nu ntally compared the tall figure of the stranger with 
that of tlie. irate little captain, and added aloud — ‘I 
shall always laugh wheit I thinlcof this droll adventure. 
Hy thi^ way, 1 have a lecture to attend at four, and my 

"atch only gives me five minutes to reach llio univer- 
'’ity ; an revoir!* 

^ An revoir!' reiilied the captain; ai^l the student 
enl(‘r(‘d the cafe to seek his nor tfolio^ without which no 
German student enters A IcCTure-room. 

As ho went out he mot the landlord ; and after 
dt'seribing tlic stranger, aemandecl wdicther his nanu^ 
wais known at the c‘afe. 

‘ Oil yes,* replied the landlord f* he dines here j,lmoat 
every day, generally at a late hour, and has gpiffd flis- 
cusaions witti the Herr Doctor Matthtsius W^strei^ken, 
who is, as you know, professor ex^^MiilllCy * of the 
philosophic fiixiulty at the university.* 


* That i«, suiKmumorary wsUioub a*e<J salary, and livinK on 
Uopo, liioraturo, and the chance of Hubscribers to his coum't* of 
lectures. 


*Wlio is he, then?^ rejoined the student. *I am 
intereste^d in |iakmg his acquaintance.* 

I < Why, they say, Herr Baron, that he is a'^ntleman 
from Scotland ; and tliat, as u physiognomist, ho beats 
somebody whose name I cannot at the moment * 

‘Lavat^jr, perhaps ?’ suggested the student. 

‘Yes, that*s the name,* said the landlord — ‘beats 
Lavatcr hollow. That’s it! And Ids name is Herr 
; that ’s the name as near as I can pronounce it.’ 

‘Tliank you,’ said the student, as lie hastened off to 
his lecture, wejl resolved not to despise the warning of 
tfig stranger, and to dine after the lecture on the 
morrow. He evtAi caught himself reflecting on the 
curi^jlP ways iii^ which nature writes her secrets on 
material forms during a discourse by a great transcen- 
dental tranacendentalist, which amply demonstrated that 
everything and* notliirig were identical; and that black 
jjand white wer(?orily the same idea at bottom, rendered 
^Kitradictory by the absolute unity of their elementary 
principles. The student, who was at lea|t as great a 
metaphysician as his master, lay awake all night pon- 
dering over the astounding fact, that a strange Scotch- 
man should discover at a glance what all his profound 
analyses of human nature, and tlie primitive elements 
of thought, had left liim utterly blind to. 

AVi thin* three days after his eyes had been thus 
oxiened he knew all. 'flie captain’s vague iiiuendoes 
and dark hints as to the j>ast and present conduct of 
the Gelicim-Rath’s (secret state-counsellor’s) daughter 
w'cre all exiilaiiied. His eagerness to dissuade the 
baron from ruining liimself by marrying an extrava- 
gant, and, whatever report might say, portionless bride, 
were fully accounted for. *i*hc captain liad made the 
attempt to suiiplant liim, after having, as he believed, 
hopeles.sly embroiled the student with his mistress. 
The young lieiress, forewarned of his perfidy, hud 
rejected the otft^r with suppri?s.sed contempt ; and Hugo 
Baron von Reielienhcim was betrotlied to the object of 
' his long-cherished dreams, and subsequently popular 
pi)om. 

AVithin three months he had 4ken his degree, and 
invitiHi the strange professor of physiognomy to his 
w'edding. Whether the captain ever made the professor 
eat his written words, as threatened, wo never heard. 
But as the physiognomist in question was our intimate 
friend, and never mentioned the circumstance, wo sus- 
pect tlie valiant guardsman of not having kept his jiro- 
misc to the letter. 


G A S - L I G II T — 1 T 6 IN V E N T OliB^ AN D 
IMFROVEKS. 

We believe that the daily applications of science to 
economic luirposos wouhl excite a greater degree of 
interest, a*id attract the attention of a larger portion 
of the community, if the natuvo and history of such 
discoveries weio more familiarly known. In this 
romajk we Jo not r(*fer to disi'overics in science, 
properly so siieaking ; these require, to be appre- 
ciated, a certain acquaintance » with the subject to 
winch they htiong, wiiicli is perhaps oiilj' possc.ssed 
by those who Jiave seriously eiigago(i in its study. To 
the purjjly' itientific investigator, tlie attainment of 
knowiedge is the aim, and the discofery of a new fact 
oi^ifncijilejs his rmvard. Siicli men are the pioneers 
in the march towards physical irap’*ovement, though 
they may be themselves unconscious of their mission ; 
and tiio facts^ wiiich they are the means pf bringing to 
light, while they possess a special value in as far as 
^they contribute to the extension of knowledge for its 
own sake, have also a special interest for those w'ho 
devote tliemselves to such acquireinehts. It is not in 
this light, howcvei^ tl>at wo regard them at present. 
Apart fVom tlie sjleial importance to which we have 
I alluded, the fiic^ If science are often fraught with 
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valua]|)lc applications to tho useful arts, wliicJi may not ever, methods liave been devised, by the joint labours 
happen to be followed out to tliis end by the cultivator ^of the chemist and practical engineer, to remove noiirly 
of science alone > the economic powers wllich they con- : all its noxious and disagreeable qualities; and now 
tain fire often left to l)e drained into ser^dee by more the whole apparatus for inakwg gas and the mode of, 
practical men, who arc usually stimulated to the task, its purification seem to be so perfect in well-constructed 
as well perhaps for their own profit as for the benefit gas-wonlcs, that it is doubtful whether much remains 
of the public. to be done cither in simplifying the processes or im- 

Jt is a common saying that great discoveries are proving the quality of the proiluct/m7« co«/. 
often made gnulually, the progress of knowledge lead- The follo^’ing is a brief and general statement of the 
ing slowly but surely towards them; and the remark process hy which tjie best coal-giis is made: — Camid 
is peculiarly applicable to many of the useful arts, or piirrot!*-c6al is quickly shovelled into a rod-hot cylui- 
A happy arrangement is often attained at last, der ,,qf iron or clay, and the mouth of the vyliudiT 
so nmcli by the laliours of one individual, as by a being closotl by an appropriate lid, the vapours whicli 
succession of inventors, to whom it is diffiS^Jt to instantly.. .arise from the coal are carried away by a 
apportion tlie credit which ea(‘h mfty justly ciaim. wide tube which passes from the cylinder into a series 
'i’o illustrate yiese views, and with the hope of ex- of vessels, whore the mixed product is cooled, and loses 
(dtiiig the interest of our readers in a subject of con- much condensible matter: thu.s partially purified, 
siderablc social importance, wc pr<j^os4 to lay before the gas still contains sulphureous, and t)tlier vapour.s, 
them a short account of the history of gas-making, to which, if allowcnl to remain, would give it a very 
wluch our owp attention has rec^eutly been directed, by nayseous smell, and t|iniisli paint and nietaHic sqrfuce.s 
a process which promises to be. a valuable contribution wherever it was burnt*. To remove these impurities, it 
towards the cheap production and aii extended use of is subjected, in some gas-works, to diluto sulphuri(! 
this useful article. acid, which separates ammonia; but it is mainly puri- 

j The first notice of the artificial jiroduetion of an lied by quicklime, contained in a series of ve.s.sels, 
i inflammable air from coal is to Ix) found in a letter tlirough wliieli it is made to i).‘iss; and being thus cleared 
! from the Jlcv. Dr John Clayton of Kildare to^tlie lion, frrmi all sulphureous gases, itlloAvson to the gasometer, 
i Kohert Boyle, who died in the year 1091. In this where it is .storefl for use. 

( letter, pubfialied in the ‘ IMiilosophical Transact ion.s ’ I’he change from all the older modes of ilhiminat ion 
; for 1799, he states that he distilled coal in a close to the eniployinent of coal-gas was certainly a very 
. vessel, and obtained abundance of gas, wbieh lie col- rtHiiarkable one, whether we look tc» the novelty of the 
I lected in bladders, and afterward.s burnt for the aiiui.se- < methodortolhebrilliancy and economy of the light ; yet 
I mont of his friends. Other experimenters, among whom it has only stimulated to the soareh for iKdter methods 
I Bishop Watson is consjncuous (‘Chemical Essays’), land greater economy, and few arts have produced so 
' ■ confinncxl Dr Clayton’s discovery ; and the jiropcrtle.s of many inventUuis in so sliort a time, or UmI to so great 
coal-gas, and the method of pretiaring it, thus became an expenditure in patent.^. It wa.s a very natural step 
well known to chemists. from tlie production of gas from coal to attempt to 

The idea of ai^pl^ung this air for purposes of illumi- make it from oil, and it wius not long before oil-gjis 
nation seems to have first oceiirrtHl to ]^lr Murd<Kdi — ajipcaird to eomiietc with the other. Tin? advantages 


an engineer residing at lledrutli in Cornwall.* la tlio 
year 1 792 he commenced a series of experiments on 
the gases obtained by the action of heat npon eouT, 
wood, peat, and otfler uiflammable substances, and 
actually prepared coal-gas on a scale snfflcieatly large 
to light up his own house and office. Five years after, 
while living at Cumnock in Ayrshire, he again erected 
a eoal-gas apparatus. In 1798 he was engaged to put 
up his apparatus at the juanufactory of Messrs Boulton 
and Watt, Soho, near Birinijighfun, where he continued 
to experiment, with occasional internjption.s, until the 
year 1802. It dot^s not appear, however, th.at much 
attention vtos cxcitwl by these first efforts at ga.s- 
ligliting, (*xcept among a very few scientific individuals, 
until the general illumination at the IVaee of Amiens 
afiroviled opjiortunity for a more luiblie di.splay. On 
this oec^asion the front of the manufactory wa.s brilliantly 
lighted up by the new' method, and it at once attracted 
the wonder and luliniratiou of every one who saw it. 

‘ All Birmingham poured forth to view the siiectiude ; 
and strangers carried to every part of the country an 
account of wliat they had seen. It was spread hbout 
every w'here hy the ne^'spapers ; easy modes of making 
gas were dascrihed ; and coal was distilUnl in tulwicco- 
X>i}>cs at the firesi<^ all over the kingdom.’ 

By the exertions of a Mr Winsor, a q^mipany was 
formed for supplying London with gas ; but it tfiruggled 
for many years with the difficulties at onc^ of iAiiK- 
perience and public prejudice, and was a cliuse of loss 
to many individuals. This is the less to bc^ wondqfed 
at, as the coal-g^ first produced w'as nof in a state of 
great purify : It was injurious to many articles of 

in shops, and it laid 
a vcry:;fpagreeable smell. In course of time, how*^ 


waa ft iisitlve of SootlinA There Is a good full-* 
of bim in Uio halls of iholtoyal Society of £<Ua< 


•claimed for tlie new gas were the siinpli(‘ity of its pre- 
p.aration, foj; no purifiei's vrova required ; it could have 
MO noxious qualities v.ot equally pertaiiiiug to uil-hirnps 
or caudles; it gave; a more brilliant light, and took 
longer time to burn, than an equal bulk of loal-gas. 
All these merits, however, though justly behuigiiig to 
it, have not enabled it to compete witli the superior 
ec.’onoiny of progenitor, and oil -gas may be n<7W 
considert-d in disuse. 

w hich have Ix^eii spoken of, w lu'lher from 
coal or oil, are not simple or uneompouudeil airs : they 
lM)th consist of an air calKxl hydrogen in covihinatioii 
Avith charcoal. When pure hydrogi n is Imnusl, it gives 
a very feeble light ; but if a small jMirtiou of an incoin- 
bustible substanee he held in its tlarne, sueli as a jiiece. 
of thin iilatinuni ware, the wire liceome.s lieated to 
wUitenc-ss, and is .strongly luininon.s : it i.s said to bo 
incandescent. In a (iouinion gas flame the charcoal is 
separatetl from the hydrogen t>efore it is coii-sunu d ; and 
thus losing its gHseousJ'orm, it*exists for ah instant in 
tlie condition of mimilo .solid particles susixmded in the 
flame. This fact, flrst explaineil by Sir Humphry 
Davy, can Ik» made apparent l»y the intrmJuetion ot‘ the 
edge of a whit^ plate into the burning gas. If the plate 
Ikj thrust into the lowest part of the jet where the flame 
is blue, it frill no| bo stained,, lxH.*aufle the charcoal i.'^ 
still in tlie gaseous state; but if it !)(• raised to the 
middle of the flame, where the light is hrilliant, it i.s 
fUstantly cxiatcd with charcoal. In aecordance with 
these facta, it is seen that heated pari idea of charcoal 
are* tli^jSource/ of ligh\ emitted from eoal-gas; and as 
the lunUi^sity of incandescent Ixxlies is greater as 
the heat ilWnre iittense, au increase of light should be 
obtained by^ncii^ng the temperature of a flame by 
more rapid combustion — an object wlvicb is in so far 
ofiTected in the Argand and other imiiroved burners. 

A#early as alx)ut the Ix^ginning of the present cen- 
tury, Dr Thomas Young in I^ndon, and Dr Ure in 



,1 


• • 


ClIAMBimS^S EDINBUBOII JOURNATj. 


173 


Glasgow (1800), introduced a jet of. oxygen (tlic great 
supporter of exunbustion) into the interior of the flame 
of a lamp, and thereby jjjrodiicod a more rapid com- 
bustion and an increase oi light. 

In 1838 and 1839 patents were taken by Mr G. Gur- 
ney for a similar method of burning an Argand oTl-lamp, 
and also fur coal-gas. This light, commt)nly attrjbulotl 
to him, takes its panic from his residence in Cornwall, 
and is called the Bude Light. Mr Gurney also im- 
proved the London coal-gas for his^lamp, by juissing it 
through a vessel of naphtha, a vjpiorisablc substance 
abounding in charcoal; and he fliially obtained cTllglit 
of so great brilliancy, that for llanies of ctpial size it 
was twelve times more luiiiinous than prdiThiry gas. 

Unfortunately, the Biide light is troublesome to 
manage, and expensive ; and though it has been tried 
by the Trinity Board with a view to its introduction in 
lighthouses, and Avas used for some time to light cemdensed into’ a liquid, and the improved gas cannot 


otlicr. Next to tJie first experiments by wliich co^l-gas 
was brought illto notice, we regard this era in ^lie history 
gas-making as the most interesting,* and will there- 
fore plead no excuse for nilrrating a iiumhor of its 
inventions. They may bo regarded in four difterent 
groups — namely, those in Avhich coal-^as is sought to 
be improved by the addition of carboniferous vapours ; 
where the water gases arc treated in the same way ; 
where inferior gases are produced at the same time 
Avith the A'apour of tar anil resin ; and finally, where 
the Avater gasi^s are brought into conUwtj at a red heat, 
w?th the vapours forming from tar, resins, or oils. 
Mr G^ney’s mefhod of improving the I^oiidou eo.'ll- 
gas the BmV hiiriier is an example of the first ; 
and had the union of the g,ls with the naphtlia vapour 
been i>ermanent, the feat would have? been aeeom- 
plished. But^ th« naphtha a apour is lialile to be 


the House of Ctmimous, we believe that it has been 
abandfmed in both cases, and itif expense is likcly*to 
piA'vent it from being ever gonorally adopted. 

The principle of an incandescent solid body licing 
lla* main source of the luminosity of flame, is beauti- 
fully apparent in another intense liglit, obtainqd by 
directing a stream of mixed oxygen and hydrogen ga.ses 
upon lime or clay. It Avas first noticeil by Dr IJare 
of Uliiladelphia, avIio used clay as tlie incandescent sub- 
stance; but liineAvas subsequently employed at the sug- 
gest i«)n of Mr Gurney, and it is now usually callcxl the 
Liitie-hall Light. Tiie flame of the mixed gases which 
‘ontain no solid matter is scarcely visible; but the 
heal is intense, and the lime at so high a temperature 
is almost too brilliant for the eye to look upon. It 
has Ixicn proj)oseil to use the lime-ball as a miniature 
sun, Avhere one- poAverful lamp might supersede a great 
numlHTof ordinary lights; Imt it is not easily managed, 
and, like the Jlude light, it is exi)ensive. 

Of lati* years exiierimenters in gas-nmkinjjf have 
mainly directed their attention towards new methods 
for [U'oeurijig it at a elieaper rate than its present cost. 
And tlie easy luejuiration of hydrogen gas from Avater, 
long known to eiiemists, has •especially pointed to it 
as a basis for tlicir operations. Water, wliieli is a 
cuniiKJund of two gases — oxygen and hydrogen — is 
deeoni]H)sed at a red heat both by iron and charcoal. 
If steam, for instance, he forced tlirotigh a mass t»f 
red-hot iron filings, its oxsgen is retained by the 
iron, and its hydrogen, Avhieh is an inllaittinahle gas, 
passes olfby itself, if, again, steam be passed through 
a quantity of red-hot elmreoal or coke, jt is equally tle- 
eoiuposi'd ; Imt in this case its oxygen is not retained ; 
it forms gaseous ctunpounds with the ehareoal, Avhich 
come over along with the liydrogen. In both cases 
the resulting gases will burn — but they give a very 
feelde light. In fact the tnifcr ns avc may 

call them, cannot give much light, from their de- 
licieney in charcoal, Avliieh Ave have alrcjuly shoAvn 
to be the great source of li|;ht in ordinary flame. 
On the other liand, there arc many substances of no 
great value Avhicli, avIiom lieated, al>ound in Aupours 
lieli in eliarcoal — such are coal-tar, miplitha, resin, 
turpentine, iJle. — but tlicy xlepoait a gi'^hit quantity of 
ilieir charcoal Avheii (*xposed to a .jjdeeon loosing lem- 
perature, and cannot profitably Converteil into gas. 
Now if the water or other gases deficient in eliarcoal, 
and the tar or resin vapours holdiMg it in exces;'', coiibj 
be ('(Uiibined togi-ther, the probability is givat tbai they 
Avould produce a gas of good iMumimiting poA'^jr, anil 
at a cheaper rate also than it can be inan^ctifred 
frotn coal. » / 


some reason to doubt the facility ofsolving it; yet he 
is aware tliat otherAAise improbable unions do take 
jilace AAdicn bodies meet each other in. what m>|y be 
(•ailed a nascent condition. And it is possible so to 
present the water gases and the rc‘sin vai>ours to eacli 


he passed through any great length of pipe. A patent 
Avas taken for a similar plan, however, ^in 184-, Avitli 
Avhat siKicess wo are not acquainted. In the second 
group we may rank a process by M . J obard, which he 
invented in 1833, and laid before the Iloyal Academy 
of Brussels, avIio rejiorted fiivourably on. it in tlie 
])eginiiin" of 1834. It appears to have consisted in 
the iirodiiction of gases from water, which Averc simply 
passiKl through liquid naphtha, so ns *to take up a 
portion of its vapour. In 1845 Mr J. Coiistalfie 
obtained a patent for producing gas by tlirowing steam 
upon anthra(;itc coal at a red heat, and afterAvards 
passing the mixed gas, Avith a certain portion of com- 
mon air, tlirough turpentine, to improve its luminosity. 
Tlic same jiroeess, avc believe, or a. very similar one, 
was reproiluced A^ery lately in America, and liad for a 
short time a eonsi tolerable notoriety in the public* prints. 
In all these cases the gases sought to be improved can 
only obtain a meelianical mixture of the vapours which 
increase their light ; and as even the best coal or oil 
gases soon deteriorate Avhen kept, it is not to be 
A'peeted that .such condensible vajunirs as those of 
naphtha or turpentine should remain with the gases 
which have imbibed Avith them, especially if the 
temperature is loAvcred. The third group includes 
a i>rocess patented by Mr Gobold in 1838, in which 
he produced gas fit for illumination by distilling peat 
saturatcnl Avith ciad-tar ; and a patent i)roce.ss by J. C. 
Kobertson in 1848, in Avhieh he proposes to distil a 
mixture of resin, saivdust, and some alkaline matters, 
passes the vapours over red-liot surlac‘es, and there liy 
produces, among other prcMlucts, a gas fit for illumina- 
tiou. Ill the last group avo include a seeonTl j)roeess by 
^1. Jobard, Avhich ho appears to have invented scion 
after his experiments in 1S33. He caused the gases 
formed by passing steam upon red-hot coke to come 
in contact Avith the A^apours arising from resinous 
substance^ in a heated cylinder ; liis inveiitioii Avas 
sold by him for 10,000 fraues to an individual in I'aris, 
Avho passed it ofl* as his own, and imt only received for 
it g<^d mv'dals from the Society of Encouragement 
ami the Academy of Industry, hut Ava.s in 1839 about 
to obtain the cross of the li»gi(/li of Honour, when the 
fraud was diseovea>0. 

In 1839 a patent was granted in* England to M. do 
val Maoino fiir a process essentially, if not aelually, tlie 
sambas Joburd’s. The apparatus of this patent eon- 
siltea iii*t^rec upright cylinders filkxl with coke in 
small pieces, and brought to a bright red heat ; water 
win alloA^^eci^to droj) into one of them, coid-tar into 
another, and the products from both were brought 
into contact in the third, from Avhich the gas was led ofl* 


Viewing this problem tlicoretic^jgpill^’lieiuist has iin -pipes. The quantity of water introduced, compared 

^ - -1 ^ - -1 * 1 ... I thc tHT, Avus imule a matter of calculation, but in 

praetk^ it Avas regulated by the Avorkman suixjrin- 
tending the pi'oces.‘| vflio had a small burner as a tost 
of the quality of 4is product, and could increase or 
diminish the qfiiiliity of either ingredient according 
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to its indica^ons. Practically and economically tMs 
method has proved a failurei owing to c^bonlc acid in/ 
the water gasesj and sulphurous vapours, given dut hy'* 
the coke-^which greatly Injured the illuminating power 
— and more espesially from the tar in the second retort 
producing so rapid an incrustation around the coke, as 
speedily to destroy its decomposing power, and prevent 
till egress of gas through it. In 1845 a patent was taken 
by Mr J . Munioch for a method of bringing the gases 
lirom water decomposed by coke in contact %ritb the I 
products distilling from coal and coal-tar, and tliereby 
producing an improved gas ; and nuother very ingenioha 
]>roccs8, for ti similar end, was patenlod by Mr wroU in 
1848. Ill 1847 Mr Stephen White of MancheRtGr^V.'ok a 
patent for what he calls rhydro- carbon gas; and in 
1841), secured by another patent various improvementa 
* in the manufacture of this and otli^r gases for illumi- 
nating and heating xmrposes. His process differs fixim 
that of Jobard and Val-de-Marino iirhicipally in his 
substituting wood-charcoal and iron turnings for coke, 
and in a very improved form of apparatus. Mr White 
decomposers the carbonic acid in tlic ^"water ga,m‘s 
by causing them to pass through red-hot iron turn- 
ings, previous to their contact with the resin vapours. 
Water is made to drop into the top of a njd-liot nj)- 
right cylinder, the upper part of w'hieh is filled wdth 
w^ood charcoal, and the lower part with scrap iron or 
iron turnings ; the water is decomposed by the charcoal 
before it meets the iron through which the newly-fornuul 
gases must also pass to arrive at tlic exit-pii>e ; tliey 
art' then conveyed into a horizontal cylinder, also at a 
red heat, in which tliey meet wdth tlie carboniferous 
vapours arising from the decomposition of a small 
stream of melted resin or coal-tar, and (it is asserted) 
combine with them so us to fonn, a permanent and 
highly-luminoiiB gas. We liave not ourselves seen or 
examined this gas, but we know it to he tlic oiiinion of 
individuals who have done so, and are aiipareutly coin- 
IHL'tcnt to decide the question, that ,an actual union is 
('ffeijted, and its applicability to all puriioses oi ilhiuA.- 
iiation in which coatgas could be used is no longer a 
matter of si>eciilatiun or »^pinioii, but of fact. The 
towns of Southport in Lancasliire, and lluthin in 
Wales, are lighted up by it; and it has been for soinc 
time ill use in a large factory in ManebcBtcr, and in 
several private establishments in difleri'iit places. 

I^ie main superiority of this kind of gas over that 
which is produced from <;oal is its greater cheapness. 
One hundredweight of resin, 'wliich may Ix) lx)iight, 
including an estimate for carriage, for three or four 
shillings, is^said to iirodnee not less than from 1800 to 
2000 feet of gas, yielding at the same time a residual 
oil equal to half the value of the resin ; and the other 
materials, exclusive of the cost of fuel for heating the 
apparatus, may lie liad for a few i>cncc. One indi- 
vidual, who lights up a large hotel in Harrowgate with 
this gas, states that he fills his gasometer, containing 
1100 cubic feet, at a cost of thirteen pence for the 
gas -yielding materials — a price far below that for 
which he could get the same amount of gas from coals. 
In addition to its gr6ate^ cheapmess, this gas is also 
estimated coi^etent judg(^s to.be suiierior to the 
liest coal-gas in orilJiancy as w c'll as durability ; and 
it possesses several great advantages ovcir coil, winch 
will render it especially desirable for private qpt^- 
lishments — nafnely, the smaller bulk laVid easier 
maniigemcnt of the apparatuk, as well as its freedom 
frmn the offensive smells so charactorktic of a c^al- 
gaa manufactory. In conclusion, we may observe 
8iai we havg made particular mention of Mr Wiite’s 
f^paratus, in connection with what appears to lie at 
#eat improvement in gas-making, because we believe 
that it ^udiibits thei>rinciplereduc^ at last to a simple 
^and ^ efficient working condf^oi ; kiid we have the 
pleasure in lending our aiiistatice to its pub- 
this reason, that while interested in 


every invention which promises to minis/ter to tho 
‘ wants, or to increase the comfort of tho community, 
we regard the cheaper production of light not only in 
this view, but as a powerful ftid towards the moral and 
intellectual improvement of the industrious classes. 

a , 

AN ESCAPE -FROM SLAVF>RY IN AMERICA. 
WccLiAM and Ellon Craft were reared in Georgia, xiiid- 
living nrnr eacli other at Macon, they became in time 
man and wife. Their lot as slaves was not of the wortU 
kiiitl, but they nevertheless formed an ardent wish to 
escaiK) from their bondage — an object in w'hieh they 
were at^fast successful. We for our own part know' no- 
thing of the couple beyond what they themselves relate. 

[ Their narration, liowcver, involves such singular adven- 
tures, and forms so curious a contrjist w ith the ordinary 
usages of a ci vilised country, that we are indneed to give 
it n pla<?e in these pages. 

William, who is a^olack jiinn, liad been appri'iiticcd i 
to a cal>inetraaker, and in this occupation he in time, 
became a source of considerable ijrofit to In's OAvner — 
not less, he says, than L.45 a year. It was Irom 
gain.s made by In'mself in over-work tlnit lie. realised 
the means of making his escape. Ellon, wlio is neaiiy 
Avhito, belonged to a tyramiieal lady, Avho, being an- 
noyed at finding her often mistaki'ii for a child of the 
family, gave her, when she was (deven years old, as a 
Aved(5ing-gift to lier daughter. In the care of that lady 
she w'as better treated ; but she nevertheless longed 
for freetlom. Wlieni'ver she find William met after 
their marriage, they eoiitrived and discussed phuis of 
escape. At length, in 1848, they resolved on the inge- 
nious expedient of disguising Ellen as a white young 
gentleman, while William should act as liis servant, or 
rather slave. Hy cautious degrees they jirocured tlu; 
neecis^ary ariicles, buying oi\e at one. place, and another 
at another. Ellen then asked leave to go to see a si(.‘k 
aunt, and, after much intfcaty, reeifived the necessary I 
])ermi.S9ion.' Williaip, with mueli dilfuailty, obtained a I 
siiiiilar permission to accompany liisw'itt' ; and they lost i 
no time in avMling tlicmselves of tlu^ lilx'rty granted, 
tliat they might exti'iid it to a |)oiut little tliought of 
by the master and mistress. William cut off bis Avife’s 
hair, and j»^vided her wdtli a pair of green sxK*ctacles. 
There wttts' one difficulty \Adiich for a while juizzled : 
them : this Avas, that at the railway-ofUees, <^0. they j 
might be ‘asked to wTite their nanu’s, and neither of j 
them e.ould rcml a letter, much less Avrite npo. So it i 
was fixed that Ellen should pass for a A'ery sickly young | 
gentleman suffering from iuflannnatory rheunuitisin, | 
Avhich required the right hand to lie kej/t lAoultieed. I 

This ignorance of iieing able to read, on more than | 
one occasion nearly lietrayod Ellen. Once a very kind- 
hearted gentleman, pitying her delicacy, presciited lier 
with a receipt for rheumatism, for Avliich she tbanke«l 
him politely, and, fold jpg it cui;pfully up. put it in Inr 
pocket, lest, in pretending to read it, she might hold it j 
ujiside dowm. i 

They first travelled to SaA^annnh, and then took tlic 
steamboat to Charleston in Soutli Carolina. On arriv- 
ing there thejr wt'iit to the first hotel. William t(x>k 
care to secure a gyod room for his master, and to pro- 
vide two hot poultices for the rlieuinatic hand and face. 
These, however, wore not used till the j>oor invalid had 
ijried to get sbrnerest ; the faithful slave then wont to 
blacken the master’s boots, and to perform all the usual 
necess^ services; alter which, dinner being served, 
the with all honour was seated nt tlie guest- 

table, luitStl^ted Vith the Ijcst viand's, while tho slave 
was sent with a rusty knife and forlc 

and broken plate to get a few rough scraps. These, 
however, suited him as well as daintier fare, for appe- 
tite him at the moment, and he returned to tlie 

side of Wfi master, who soon finished the repast, and, 
leaning on his slave for support, retumed to tho steamer. 


When tli«y readied the office, the master aisked for trade of cabinotmaking, and Ellen to 'w^rk with her 
tickets for liimself and servant to Philadelphia. The J needle. ^ 

clerk requested him to write his name, to whidi he I ^ In this way they ihaintained themselves ihspectably, 
rc'plied by pointing to his\)oultieed arm, and requesting jind procured a little education, so as to enable them 
the clerk to write the name. He declined, saying such to read and write. They hod formed pleasant plans 
was not his dutyj but the difficulty was met* by the for the whiter <5f 1850 and 1851, of working in the day, 
ciiptain of the steamer oflTering to do it, and Al^lliam and going to evcning-sclKXils to obtain what they so 


Johnston’s name was entered on the bhoks. 

On arriving at Wilmington, tliey took the railwyiy. 


much prized— a little more learning — when the fugitive- 
slave law came into oiieration ; and on the -^ry first 


and travelled through Virginia. Petersburg an evening tlujy attended the school, the warmnt was 

old gentleman Avitli two nice daughters got fnto the car issued for their apprehension, and the slave-oatchers 
along with the master. The old gentleinan soon e»ttrcd Weg-o abroad in Poston. William Craft lost no time in 
into conversation, find expressing much sympathy with placinn^his helovii*! Ellen in a situation of concealment, 
the poor young man on his had hcjiltli, invitel liim to and.^ he hoijed. sfifcty, and then he left her, thinking 


recline on the couch (which in the American railway 
cars strctclR'S across oiu* end of the saloon-like apart- 


at the time he would never her again ; for although 
lie had resolved never to go hack to .shivery again, he 


iiiciil), and also to take off his hoots. These attentions | fully couterapllited that he should die in the attempts 
were BU(rer(‘d, in the hope that further conversation to resist his cantors. The excitement and agitation of 
would be’ avoided. The interesting young gentlema^T the three or four days’ limit in Boston were extreme; 
seemed to excite niueli syinpath|> in the young ladkis, Init William and Ellen uftiinately succeeded in getting 
wiio ivere overheard expressing their interest in warm on board a British vessel, while the ki<lnapi)ers were 


terms : tlicy handed liim refreshments, and vied witli 
i;ach other in attentions till they reached Hiclimond, 
Virginia, wliere tlie old gentleman and liis daughters 
left the train, hut not before warmly inviting^tlieir 


at New York.' . 

'I'liey arrived Mboiit three months sincti in Livoriiool, 
wJiere, for the first time, tliey set foot on really free 
soil. 'J’iiey are described as very interesting and intel- 


fellow-passeiiger to visit thorn wdicrievcr lie went that ligeut poisons. Ellen is a gentle, refined-looking yourij 
u'ay again. creature of twenty-four years, as fair as most of her 

'I’lie fugitives iiroceeded in the same way, with many British sisters, and in mental qualifications their equal 
terrors excited by tlie various incidents of the ^road, too. AVilliam is very dark, hut of a reflective, intcl- 


I'Ul in safety, to Eredrickshurgh, Ihencc to W^ashington, ligent coimtcnaiiee, and of manly and dignified deport 
and tlieiu'c to Baltimore, which phice they reached on inent. 

tlie tliird day after leaving J\Iacon. Hero a grcjit 

(laiifccr awaitod tliciu. The slave was accosted, and L ] ]} R A U Y C 0 R 'SY B R S. 

asked Mdierc he tvas KOuig- -lie said he heloiiscd to a 

sick young goutlcman, and was going to l'hiladcli>hia. J>'‘"pcsou <f iMwjkler.— An ancient writer has remarked 


Thev were tlicn informed that no negro was allowed to ier the laugh in 

Iiass from the slave into the five states, between wlneli f'"*™!-. According to this singular observer, man 
this was the lioundary, witliout a eertifleate to’vm.ve A, woman in L, the devout woman m I. the 

(hat all w as right, and tluit they must go to the ollieo ““>'‘7"”^" mO. and the old woman m U. \Ve 

lo he examined. The elerk asked the nTas'sir, ‘Is this ‘‘'“•t “‘f., TT'f 

V 4 0 ’ 4 1*11 !• 1 • 4 i .• .souMiled like the Italian A, or like that Ifctier m the 

, m r servant to winch he replied m the aflu-maUv^^ word father, which is the sound gtveu to this keystone 
•l\ell, then said the clerk, ‘it is against oitr rules to k„„„iedge in almost all languages but our own. Wo 
a »w any slav’os lo pass unless wc have security that ^ reader fond of a llugh to ascertain how 

all IS right \ oil must get some gentleman who knows the as?ertion of the eccentric author is borne out iu 
>ou to certify that you ha>o a right to take this fellow mauly Ha, /m, ha! and the feminine titter, so full 
wilhyou. lliciiuiaterreplicd, with more energy than of malice, //c, he, he! The vowel I might also seen 


,\oii lo ccunj in.n ^ou na>c a rigni lo lUKc in^s leiiow mauly Ha, /m, ha! and the feminine titter, so full 
wilh you. llieiiuiaterreplicd, with more energy than of malice. He, he, he! The vowel I might also seem 
could hiivc been expected frori a pepon of such ilelicate to express the more devout laugh, partaking rather of the 
appearance, ‘ that he had bouglit ticktsts iuoC-harleston languid than the gay and hearty //a, ha, ha! 

lo take both to .I’lnladelifiiia ; that lie knew several Plow well, too, the O sounds the merriment of the honest 
.gOMlleniefl tluTc, but that he did no^ know it was countryman, whose gaiety arises more from astonishment 
necessary to l.iring them along with liim to certity that than from any lively perception of the ridicivlous. Sonic 
he was master of Ids own slave.’ ‘Well,’ said the village wdt has been repeating for the hundfedth time 
chwk. ‘you must utay here then, as it is against our some wondertul talc, or performing some practical joke, 


rules to let you yiass.’ But in the end, after some 
minutes’ delibonition iind consultatioil, he .‘'•lid — ‘ 1 


and out bursts the boisslerous llo, ho, ho! Lastly, the 
poor old lady, forced to economise her hrcatli, finds the 


don’t know’ what to do about it ; but he is a sick young fifth vow^l laore kind to her infirmities, and gives utter- 


fellow, and I suppose J must tell the conductor to let 
him and his slave go fin.’ So*thc two fugitives, with 


ance to her feeble mirth iu an asthmatic lieu, heu, lieu! 
An Italian astronomer, Damascene, published in 16C2 


tvejyidation wliich can scarcely conceived, but •w'ith pamphlet of six sheets, printed at Orleans, in which 
thunkfuliicss of heart, rtJsuuied their seats in the train, infferent temperaincnts of men and women are nidi- 
mid entered the free state-s. *•. 


and being satiaflod aa to iWeharaetcr of one for the 

coloured iieople, be repwred to it with Ins wearied bu^ aljihabcts of 

tlmnkful wite, who coneiirred with lum in tlmilung tbu NoaU : and even dwells at some lei'i 


turn iua’ 11, siULii'n. .. 1 • v i* t 

Here tlie coloured man had to be pwled from his 'Vf. a?"®!®* melaujsholic dispo- 

iiiaster, and to tideo his seat iu thejKigro eiy, where he ’’''“’““i. j'Vf’ “ 

imide inquiries as to Mpilg-hous« in rlilmlelpliia, >S,®,^5Sfl6cSodofroy Henselius. in his ‘ Synopsis 
.ind being satisflcd as to th» character of one for the y • 4, . published at Nuremberg so late as 

coloured iioople, he repaired to it with Ins wearied bu^ ahihabcts of Adam, Enoch, and 

thankful wite, who concurred witli lum in tlmilung the at some lei'gth on the language 

effort well repaid by their bemjffree ; and tlu^gh not by th® angels. Another author, Andrew Kempe. 

a penny almost was left them, they consideren^e Ifiird maintains that God sjioke to our first parents in Swedish, ’ 
savings of all their previous lives wqU spent securing that Adam replied in Dutch ; and, as if to confirm 
the blessed boon of liberty. TlLjuiniC their case , ^the ^ncient reputation of the French for gallantry, he 
known to the lodging-house keelrer, who introduced declares that the seri>ent tempted Eve in French, 
them to several friendis, who tliought it best for them Peotiliaritie^ in Authors . — The French historian, 
to remove to Bo.ston, where their safety wiis less liable Mezerai, wrote* onljf by candle-light, even in the day- 
to be endangered. Accordingly they repaired to that time, and in the middle of summer. He never fafied to 
<-‘lty, whore they settled down, William to pursue his conduct his visitori to the door with a caudle iu his 


CHAMBERS’S EDSSBUllGlI JOURISrAL. 


haml 5 and whenever he wrote, a bottle of wine was 
al wa^'s placed on the table., A^’anllas, caii<^tnpoi*aiy with 
Mezeral, wlote only at daylight; and pretended that' nJll 
his knowledge had been a^iuircd in conveiMation, whicii 
might perhat^ account for the fabulous atateiiients to be 
met with in his works, "rhis rouiantic historian boasted 
that’ he never dined out once during thirty-four years; 
and he disiiilieriled a Jiephew because he knew not how to 
spell, ^le celebrated French jurisconsult Cujas always 
wrote Jik studied while stretched out on a carpet with 
his bookfl arobvid him. Magliabccchi, a learned Italian of 
the seventeenth century, passed all his lil^ in the midtjb 
of Looks. His meals were, most frugj[il, and a few e^s, 
with a little bread and water, his ordinary fo<^ His 
usual bed was the chair he sat in ; atfd, surrouno^d by 
his books, his thoughts wef6 wholly absorbed in study. 

^ The only being^s he appeared to take an, interest in were 
his spiders ; and he would often cry out |o those visitors 
whose curiosity appeared to him imprudent, to take care 
and not injure his spiders. It was to this celebrated 
librarian that*a Cardinal Norls wrote, * tliat he was more 
obliged to him for having directed his studies than to 
the |>ope for making him a cardinal.’ 

learned h^fant, — Among the numerous infant pl**)- 
digitis and examples of precocious learning, the most 
remarkable on record was Cliristian Henry/^einocken, 
horn in Lubeck in 17*21. It is related that ten months 
this extraordinary infant was acquainted wifcti geography, 
as well as ancient and modern history; and when only 
two years and a half old, ho could s[>oak with fluency 
the French and Latin languages. He was taken to Den- 
mark in his fourth year, where he harangued the king 
and royal family. Jlis body was delicate and iiifinii, 
and he was averse to every kind of food but his nurse’s 
milk, lie died in 17-M, in the fourth year of his age; 
and his death is stated d;u. Jtave been so edifying, as to 
have astonished those who Iwihtdd it still more than 
the wonderful knowledge he displayed during his brief 
existence. 


‘mark IS AMIJAIID nisi .NKL.' * 

In an article with \he above title, in No. 3(iS of this 
.Toiirnal, the invention of the blockmakiiig nuichinery 
in Portsmouth dockyard is attributed to Ikuntd. Weaic 
new assured, however, that many of the most money- 
saving machines subservient to the manufacture of blocks 
were invented t>y General Jlenthaiu,* and were actually in 
use in that dockyard before the year 1002, in which 
Ilirunel first presented himself to the generul. It W'as 
not by the friendly offices of citiicr Lord or f.ady Spencer 
that ISrunePs part of that machinery was introduced. My 
General Mputharu’s advice it was proposed to the Admi- 
ralty in MIU2, during Lord St Vincent’s naval adminis- 
iration ; and through his recommendaiion, both private 
and official, it was adopted. The remuneration to Brunei 
was not L.20,000, but L.1 C,(j21, Hs. lOd., being the precise 
amount of a year’s savings Tna<le by manuftvciurlng blocks 
and blockmaker’s wares on government account, instead 
of obtaining them, as theretofore, by contract. 

■ • 
SENTIMENT. 

rcncouul^red to-da/'in ^ ravine some tliree miles’ dis- 
tant, among the |mld-washcrs, a woman from Han Jose. 
She was at work vmh a large wooden bowl, by the side of 
a stream. biMiked her how long she had b^eri i^ere, and 
how much gold she averaged a day. She replied, * Jhree 
weeks and .an (Hin<M! Her reply remindfd rue ofwi 
nneddote of the Utf Jgdge , who met a girl return- 
ing from asked her, * Mow demi did you lind 

the streaH^^Pp^fiid you get for your butter H * Up 
rkd|iiinep«nce,Vwa8 the reply. ‘Ah I ’said 
liinii^lf,^ ‘ ShO is the girl for mo ; uo words^ 
turned back, proposed, ahd was accepted, and 
d the next week. And a more happy couple the 
[j^al bonds never united; damp neve^ 

ed-r^ttl nty was steady and po Im. Ye who 

e ofT apa on for sevou years, ai^ m o^ 


capsized, take a lesson of the judge, that ' up to the ktiee 
^and ninepence’ is worth all the love-letters and melan- 
choly rhymes ever penned. — American 
• •> . 

, SONGS IN THE NIGHT. 

TIIK TEMPLE IN DAKENESS. 

l>AUKNi<:ss broods upon the temple, 

• Glooms along the lonely aisles, 

oFills up hR the orient window, • 

^ ^ Whence, like little children’s wiles, 

*’ Shadows — purple, azure, golden — 

Broke upon the floor in siniles. 

From the great heart of the organ 
Bursts no voice of chant or psalm; 

Ail the air, by music-pulscs 

Stirred no more, floats deathly calm ; 

And no precious incense ricking, 

^ Falls, like^ood men’s prayers, in baliii. 

Not a sound of living footstep 
Kchoos on the marble floor; 

Not a sigh of stranger pas.siug 
Pierces through the closed door. 

• Quenched the light upon the altai : 

IV’herc the priest stood, none stands more. 

Lord, why hast thou left thy icii>j)Ie 
Hci>rnc(l of man, disowne»l by thee i 

* K.'vthcr let thy rigiit hand crusJi it, 

None its ilesolnfion sec! 

List — ‘ He wlio the temple builded 
Doth his will there. Let it be 1' 

A LKjllT IN THE TEMft.i:, 

Lo, a light within the tcjiqdc ! 

Whence it comctli no man knows; 

^ Marred the doors: the night black windows 
Siantl apart in soltnnn rows. 

All without seem8,gloom ctertial, 

*Vct the gjimmtr comes and goes — 

As if silent-footed angels 

'J’hrough the dim aisles wainlcrcd fair, 

Only seen amid the dailiUt'H.s 
> By the glory in their hair. 

Tilhjfflk the forsaken altar 
Iwy all met, and praised God Ihere ! 

>iow the light grows!- fuller, dearer ! 

Hark, the organ ’gins to sound, 

Faint, like broken spirit crying 
Unto Heaven from the ground ; 

While the chorus of the angd.i 
Mingles everywhere around ! 

Lo, the altar shines all railiant, 

Though no mortal priest there stands, 

And no earthly congregation 
Worships with upltlicd hands : 

Yet They gatlfer, slow Rnd saint like, 

In innumerable bands ! 

And the chant celestial rises 
Where the human prayers have cc'a.<!ed ; 

No t#ar* sacrifice is olFereil, 

(For all^Tiguish is appeared. 

Through us night of desolation, 

To His templ#eomc8— the Priest ! 


DECISION. 

should not be done by halves; if it be right, do ! 


Thi should not be done by halves; if it be right 
it Iwldiy^f it be wrong, leave it undone. Every day is 
a litkle liTl ^and oift: whole life is but a day repeated. — 
Bishop 
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^ rBICE l^rf. 


M SWEETS THE CROSSING.* 

Sosiii time ago there was a little Ij^y intrcHhiced to one 
of the poliecr offices in Loiulon, as a witness of some 
ofVen<;e, who astonished the magistrate and the au- 
dieuec by the lietrayal of a degree of ignorance hardly 
eoneeivable. If he had been the child of an Australian 
savage, and now fur the first thne brouglit into con- 
tact with civilised men, he could not have been more 
utterly destitute of knowledge either of the things of 
this life, or of the hopes of tliiit which is to ciuiie. 
iViiil tlie wivIcIumI hoy sec^Hcd to feel his degrada- 
lif'ti; for it was with a gloomy look and a sullen 
voice he gave in his perpetual ‘No!’ to the interroga- 
toric's that were intended to aseertaiii wdiether he pos- 
sessed the common intelligence of a human heing. Rut 
there v as at length one question put — ‘ How do you 
get your living?’ — which roused him from his stupor; 
and suddenly rai.sing his head, and looking boldly R)uik 1 
him into the eyes that were fixed upon his, he answered 
in a clear voice, ‘I sweeps the crossing !’ Mo did not 
kno\v hfuijijrto read or write ; he did not know that false- 
hood w'as less commendable than truth; he did not 
know that there was a God ; he did not know that 
there was a future state — 

‘ My j>o()r l.)oy,* said the magistrate in a voice of 
wonder ami compassion, ‘what do you know?’ 

‘ 1 knows liow to sweep the crossing ! ’ Ami straight- 
way tlie boy ft'lt as if there M'as some link betwwii liis 
cpiestioners and hinnself, as if he was not -wholly an 
outcast from tlie social system, as if he had a place and 
a position in tlie world, and as if he had a right to, be 
in it. 

I'liis is a true interpretation of the boy’s hx)k and 
tone; and we venture to affirm tliat a corresponding 
change took place in the estimate formed of him by the 
bystanders. Tlieir codipassioR* remained, Imt their 
contempt was gone. 'I’liey unconsciously admitted his 
claims. Tliey regarded him as one of themselvt's, only 
more hardly treated by fortune ; and lo^ a.s his post 
was in the general system, they knew that it Indongcd 
to it as well as their own. They fSfciented* his igno- 
rance ; they execrated the neglect with which he h;ul 
been treated by his natural guardians ; hut neverthe- 
less they respected that boy as having somettiing to do 
in the community, and os knowiil^^ how to do it. - ^ 

The idea wc are trying to bring out will be y^ipre- 
hended with painful distinctness by * tho§ a> tflio have 
had the misfortune to 1x3 thrown iiilMHf^Orary want 
of employment. Such persons will easily call to mind 
that their uneasy tliouglits about the future tt'currod 
only at intervals, while their permanent state (>f mind 
was conii>osGd of a feeling of isolation Jind inslgnifi- 


. jpancc. Aharrief was between them and their employed 
^JSijk'thren ; they had no part in the general business ; 
tbeir x>resencc was an interrui>tion and a roiiroach ; and 


they stole alonp tlie street like criminals and castaways. 
They made way, witli a feeling of unconscious respect, 
for the porter staggering along under his load. They 
stood aside to let the living current pass, with their 
thouglitful* eyes, determined step, and preoccupied 
minds. For themselves they WHTe nothing — worse 
than nothing ; they were an exception to the rule, a 
discord in the harmony — a blot, an excess, a superfluity : 
they had not a crossing to sweep in all the highways 
of the wide -world 1 

There is auotlier class who might seem to be in a 
very different ])osition : tliose w’ho are idle from choice, 
or from want of energy. WC consider their lot 

we find so nuiiiy aiialogi(*s between them and the com- 
pulsory idler, tliat wc almost, come to the conclusion 
tliat want of eniployineiit is no negative, hut a xiositive 
substantive thing, whose properties are only slightly 
nlbdified by tlie character of the subaects on which 
they act. They belong to the chtss who are said to 
be born wdtli a silver spoon in tlicir mouths — a self- 
aetiiig' spoon, which fills the mouth witliout troubling 
the liand. It might seem, jit first vie-w, tliat such per- 
sons had nothing to do but to sit still and submit 
patiently to the comforts and luxuries of life; but if 
we examine them a little closer,. we find them amenable 
to tlie same law of work as their fellows, and subject 
to the smne penalties for its contravention.^ The boy 
of this class studies as hard, and leanis as* much at 
school as any otlier boy ; and wdien. lie arrives at man- 
hood lie seeks out a crossing for himself, and applies 
himself to it as energetically as if his bread depended 
on his industry. Some of these voluntary workers are 
farmers, some magistrates, some statesmen, some one 
thing, HOint< another; each prides himself on a parti- 
cular Hnc; and all yoke themselves quietly, and as a 
matter of course, in the great harness of the com- 
monwealth. Tlieir money purchases anything but rest ; 
their independence is no independenc® of toil ; and for 
the one u venuii of anxiety in their case closed, a hundred 
others are open wdiich their humbler brethren know 
,nol^iii^ ub^. 

If auch persons resemble the workers Of the otlier 
clasibs, 80 doatlie optional idlers of all reBemble each 
otlier. The difference is merely conventional ; the real 
char^ter is the same. Ignorance, stupidRyJ and 
Atgtwry, are only superficially different in and a 

palace ; and in both they draw down the contemiit of 
the world. If the fileness is mere /indoles 
escapes temptation tirough want eff sensibility, and the 
indMdnsJ is onljLnlgatively virtuous because he has 


-'-^r '' -T^rvrr- . ' " ' 

, ' ..1. J: .* ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • . . ■ .. ■ . 

kloqfih to bo vicious, then he peflse®^ in 
hyrhai&v&c etntion ho tnsty be, ^pith 

The ranlf 0^ may excite the adthitntidn of t^e 

ju^Wthe t&g^ cA another mOy be looked itixh 

1 bnt in both cases the 

^ weis;i^ be he lord or be^g^t is a complete nonentity, 
dj^hdly B^ men of aU stations trained 

boyhood to work in some way or other ; and 
the optional idlers ore the Pariahs and outcasts of their 
^ass, But with women the case is for the most part 
diffe^nt ; and this, we venture to sunnisc, is the true 
reason why tlie stigma of frivolity attaches in a poch- 
liar manner to the st?x. A womaiPof the loKsr rank 
is rarely frivolous, because work is cor^ulsory wlvl,\her j 
while in the liiglicr rankr it is only a comparatively 
small numberew^ho, yielding to a natural taste, choose 
their own crossings, whether in art, needlework, music, 
housekeeping, economy, or any other d^artment. Sudi 
trbmen, however common the taste may be, have a 
definite place in society — there is no mistake about 
them ; and their (^nnion is always listen6d tb with 
respect on their owm subject. They aref not liable to 
be passetl over vrithout notice, or to be grouped in 
classes, or spoken of as abstractions. ^ Who is that?’ 
said one of the women-workers w hose crossing is litera- 
ture, addressing us at an evening party— * I never 
know one young lady from another : they seem to me 
to he all sets of ringlets!’ 

It is both unscriptural and unreasonable to suppose, 
as is very commonly done, that the law of work was 
intended as a iKjnaJty upon laihui Adam. Adam, 
when this law came into operation, was no longer in 
Eden, but a denizen of this stubborn earth, w'hich, hko 
the angel at Pinicl, yields its blessing only on com- 
pulsion. The i»cnal sentc*irce was exile ; and work w^as 
aticortled, not indely as a means of rendering the exile 
tolerable, but of turning the wilderness into a garden, 
typical of the lost paradise. Man w'as indeed to earn 
llis bread by the sweat <of‘ liis brow, and w'onian to bring 
forth in sorrow. In both, endurance jmd energy w’ele 
necessary, yet in beth, the result was joy and exulta- 
tion. Wc do not live in th- i w’orld by bread alone, 
neither are children the only sources of sola< 5 p and 
deliglit ; but in awy way in wliicli laudable perseverance 
is shown, in which toil is cheerfully borne, in wdiich 
pain is proudly endured, the sentence of the Lord of 
the Ganlen is fiillilled. Idleness in tins point of view^ 
is sin, and tlie usages of sin is moral death ; it is a 
breach of the divine law, and the ofTenilcr is punished 
even in our present life by the forfeiture of the respect 

1 of his fellp^-men. 

To this x>oint we confine ourselves here. To obtain 
the respect of the world, we must fill i>roperly our 
place as links in tlie social chain ; we must work, and 
wmrk with purpose and intelligence. Set a merchant 
to dig the earth with a spade, and see what kind of job 
he will make of Ms husbandry ! Set a rustic laljourcr 
to the business of the countbtig-house, and mark with 
w'liat a wild stare he will look at its simple impleinents 
.of iisdujBtry I Each of tliese men, however, is perfect in 
Ms own ^partinenlh he knows how to sweep Ms 
crossittg, and he does it; and the one is as necessary as 
the other to the work of society, and as resx>ectabie in 
Ms degree. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s* 

It is an Md sejdng, and deserves more att^snyon 
than it usually receives, that if a thing isi^ortb doing i 
at all, H is worth doing welL We may be dissatisfied 
with our preseiit iniriiloyment; we may consider ^at 
we are fit better; we may long to try 

some hut while waiting for 

; 40|;{K}rgi|K it, let xis by all means do wha# i 

lirje jiH very best of our ability. It Is an 

1''. rtdmlwBBbing for a man to and do some one 

^ M It Mves htifi clim^ee in Iiimsclf, 

; M for him the cotifideile M Others. How- 

Ms |a»8itioih 

efforts In the world, he has an inward satisfaction to 
the last. lie looks hack upon no wasted years, no 
abused po^rs. When death approaohos^ ho feels that 
he has hvod — tliat, in so far^ as work is concerned, he 
has fulfilled the law; and in turning away from the 
tilings <of time to address himself to that new prospect 
which opens out like a gleam of light amid clouds and 
darknessj lip thahks God that, to the best of his strength, 
an'd of his skill, and of his opportunities, he has swejifc 
Mscros^\gl c L. B. 

REMINISCENCES OF AN ATTORNEY. 

• ‘ EVnRY MAN ms OWN LAWYER.’ 

A SMAKXEB trader, a keener appreciator of the tenden- 
cies to a rise or fall in colonial produce — sugars more 
especially — than John Linden, of Mimdrig Lane, it 
would have bei'n difficult to point out in the wide 
city of London, lie was not so immensely rieli as 
many others engaged in the same mercliant-tialTic as 
himself; nothing at all like it, indeed, for 1 doubt that 
he could at any time have lieeii esteemed worth more 
than from eighty to ninety thousand ixinnds ; but liis i 
transactions, although Umited in extent wdien comi>ared : 
with tliose of the mammoth colonial houses, almost ; 
always returned more or less of ju’ofit ; Hie n^sult of 

Ms remarkable keenness and s.agaeity in scentijig hnr- | 
ricanea, black insurrections, and einaiiei])atiou ])ilh, 
wliilot yet inapiireciable, or deemed afar off, by b .vs 
sensitive oTgaiiizntions. i|\t least to tlfis wcmderful 
prescience of future' sugar- value did Mr Linden biinself ! 
attribute his rise in the world, and groilua! ineiease in 1 
rotundity, riches, and respc'ctability. Tlris eonstant 
success engendered, as it is tcK) ajit to do, inordinate 
egotism, conceit, st;!!'- esteem, vanity. U'lioro was ' 
scarcely a social, governmental, or l eononiieal problem ' 
which he did not believe Mmself capalilc of solving as , 
eusiljf* as he could eat his dinner w'hen hungry. Coin- | 
mon-sense busincss-hiibits — his fiivonrilc jdiraso — ho ■ 
believed ttydx! quite sufficient for tlie ciuei<huion of the ; 
most difficult question in law, physic, or lilvinity. The 
science of law, osixicially, lie held to be an alphabet ; 
which any man — (Jf i*oi union sense and lui^int'ss habits 
—could as easily master as he could count five on bis 
fingers ; and^herc was no end to his ridicule of tlie 
men with Itwse-hair head-dresses, and their quirks, 
quiddils, cases, tenures, and such -like devil’s lingo. ! 
Lawyers, According to liim, were a set of thorough 
humbugs and impostors, who gained fheir^ living by 
false pretenccr— that of aflbrding ailvice and counsel, 
which every sane man could better ifiuler liimself. He 
was unmistakably mad upon tins subject, and he car- 
ried his insane theory into practice. He dn w his own 
leases, examine<l the titles of some house-proi>erty lio 
purdiased, and set his hand and seal to the final deeds, j 
guided only by Ms own common -sense spectacles, j 
Once he bid, at the Aiudion Mart, as Mgh usfifty-threi' j 
thousand iionnds for the Ilulhiford estate, Hereford- ; 
shire ; and had he not been outbidden by young ralliscr, j 
son of tho then recently - deceased eminent distiller, ! 
who was eager to obtain the proiKxty, w'ith a view to a i 
seat in parliament which its possession Avas said to ; 
almost insure — lgp» would, I had not at the time tlio | 
lightest doubt, have completed the purchase, without 1 
fi>r a moment dreaming of submitting the vender’s title i 
sto the scrutiny of a professional adviser. Mr Linden, 

I should mention, h^ been for some time desirous of , 
rraigimig Ms busiiidls in Mincing Lane to his son, 1 
T^mo^Linden, the only child born to him by his 
long-sincl dec^^l wife, and of letiring, an cstated 
sqilirearcb, cum,, or sme dignitaie, as tlio 

case might be, of a country lilb; and this disposition 
had of late been much quickened by daily-increasing 
appiehcnsionB of nc^o emancipation and revolutionary 
Mteiference with (fifferentiol duties— changes whicli, 
in emijttnction with others of similar character, would 

; 





Hnothfr I ani tredlbly iufpmed th^re wont be 

a shillii^g in the pound.* ^ 

And so tt turned out. The great oornnrm had be^( 
iusolYent for years ; and after speculating desperately^ 
and to a frightful extent, with a view to recover them- 
selves, had failed to an enormous amount — their assets, 
comparatively speaking, proving to be niL y 
/ The ruin spread around, chiefly on account of the vast 
quantity of accommotlation-paper they had afloat, was 
terrible ; but upon no one did the blow fall with greater 
severity than on young Linden and his prorais^ wife. 
His fatlicr ordered liiin to instantly 'brealc off ^all 
fiequfuntance with Miss Arnold; an^. on the fi^n, who 
was deeply sittachcd to her, iKTomptorily refusing to do 
so, Linden senior threatened to tuni^ihn out of tfoora, 
and ultimately disinherit aim. Angry, indignant, and 
in love, 'riiomas Linden did -a very rush and foolish 
tiling: he persuaded Catherine Arnold ito consent to 'a 
private marriage, arguing that if the indissoluble knot 
were once fairly tied, his hither would, as a matter of 
coiirse — ^lie being an only child — become rcconcilcHl to 
what he could no longer hoi>e to pnn ent flrr remedy. 

The ira]>riulent young man deceived both lumscif 
and her who triiste^l in las pleasing jdausibilities. Ten 
ininutcs after he had disclosed the marriage to his 
father, he Avas turned, almost jienniless, out *'of doors ; 
and the exasxierated and inexorable old man refused to 
listen to any representation in his favour, by whom- 
soever proffered, and finally, even to {lermit the mention 
of his name in his hearing. 

‘It’s of no use,’ said Mr Flint, on returning for the 
last time from a mission undertaken to extort, if pos- 
sible, some provision against absolute starvation for the 
newly- wcdtled couple. * He is as cold and hard as ada- 
. mant, and I think, if jwssible, even more of a tiger than 
lK‘fore. He will be here presently to gi\c instructions 
for his will,*’ 

‘ His will ! Surely he will draw that up liiinself after 
his own common-sense, business fashion ? ’ 

*He w'ould unquestionably have done so a short tin)^ 
since ; but some events that have lately oe-curred have 
considerably shaken flis estimate of liis own infallibility, 
and he is, moreover, determined, he says, that lliere 
shall be no mistake as to effectually disinheriting his 
son. He has made two or three heavy losses, and his 
mind is altogether in a very c<ankcrod, distenqxired 
state.’ 

Mr Linden called, as he had promised to do, and gave 
us tlic written hfcads of a will winch he desired -to have 
at once formally draAA'n up. lly this instrument lie 
devised HoUnford cstiite, and all other i>roperty, i 
real and personal, of which lie might die po-ssessed, to i 
certain cliaritable institutions, in var^dng proportions, 
])ayahle as soon after liis death as the property could 
be turned into money. ‘Tlie statute of mortmaiiAoes 
not give me much uneasiness,’ remarked the vindictive 
old man with a bitter smile. ‘1 shall last sometime 
yet. I would have left it all to you, Flint,’ he added, 
‘only tliat I knew you would defeat my purjiose by 
' giving it back to tliat disobedient, ungrateful, w’orth- 
kiss boy.* 

‘ Do leavq it to me, rejoined Mr Flint with grave 
empluwis, * and I i^mise you foitlifully this — that the 
wisli respecting it, whatever it may which trembles 
on yoqr lip as yoti are about to leave tnis VJ^orld for 
another, and when it may be too late toform^ly rveo^e 
tlie testament y^ou now propose, shall be stribtly carried 
out. That tftae cannot be a very distant one, J^jhn 
Linden, yfhoiso hair is white as yours.’ 

It to tho winds. He was deaf, blind, 

^ at changing his resolve. The 

in accordance with his porc 
i^tq^MK&structions, and duly signed, Sealwl, and 
: very long aftenrai^s, Mr Linden dis- 

.. ipiW cff his business in Mincing J^V^nd retired to 
w ith nothing ii\^ he 


had once calculated upon, the losses alluded* to by Mr 
Flint, and followed by others, having considerably 
r diminished liis wealth. 

We ultimately obtained a ifospectablc and remunera- 
tive situation for Thomas Linden in a mercantile house 
at Belfast with which we were professionally iicquaiiitcd, 
and after securing berths in the Erin steamer, he, 
with liis wilb and mother-in-law, came, with a kind of 
hopeful sadness in their looks and voices, to bid us fare- 
well — ^foj a very lopg time they and we also feared. 

For ail dternity, it seemed, on reading the account of 
thoiless of the AVm, a few days afterwards, wdth every 
soul on boai-d 1. I'heir names were published w ith those 
of tho other passengers who had embarked, and w e had 
of course concluded that they had perislicd, w lien a 
letter reached us from Bellast, stating that through 
some delay on tho jairt of Mrs A mold, they hiid happily 
lost their passage in the Ar/«, and embarked in tlie 
next steamer for Belfast, wliorc they arrivtul in perlect 
‘ safety. We forwan^'d tliia intelligence to Hoknford, 
but it elicited no reply. 

We heard nothing of Mr Idiiden for about txvo 
mouths, except by occasional notices in the * Hereford 
Times,’ w'hich he regularly forwarded to tlui olliee, 
relative to the iminoveuKUits on the Jloliuford estate, 
cither actually begun or contc^iplated l)y its new jiro- 
prictor. He very suddenly rea]>i»eared. 1 was cooling 
my lieels in the ivaiting-rooin of tlie eluimbers of the 
Baro/is of the Kxehequer, Chaneery Jiaiie, awaiting my 
tiurn of admission, when one of oui elerks came in liali- 
bjeathless ivith haste. ‘You are wanted, sir, iinnie- 
diately; Mr Flint is out, and Mr l.iinleii is at the otliec 
raving like a madman.’ J instaiiily trausfernHl the 
business I avrs in aitendanee at eliambers upon to the 
clerk, and Avith the helj) of a cab soon reached home. 

Mr Linden w’as not taviit^ avIkhi 1 arrived. Tlu^ 
violence of the paroxysm of rage and terror by which 
, he AVir. possessed had jmssed away, and lie looked, as I 
I entered, the iiruige of pale, rigid, iron, dumb ilespair. 
i He held a ^ptter and a strip of jiarchnieiit in his hand : 

I these he jiresented, and with white, stammering li]>s, 

I bade me read, ’rhe letter Avas from an attorney of the 
name of Sawbri^lgi^ giving notice of an atHion of eject- 
ment, to oust him from tlie i>otf8e.ssion of the Holmford 
estate, the property, uceording to Mr 8aw'bridgc, of one 
Edwin Mai^llbanks ; and the strip of parehmciit avas 
the writ by which the letter had been quickly followed. 
I AA'as astoqnded ; and iny scared looks questioned Mr 
Linden for furtlicr information. 

*I do not quite understand it,' he said in a hoarse, 
palpitating voice. ‘ No iiossession or title in the 
A'cnders : a niece not of age — executors no poAver to 
sell — FalUser discovered it, robbed me, absconded, and 
I, oh God ! an\ a miserable beggar ! ’ 

The last words were uttered Avitli a convulsive 
scream, and after a fcAA 'frightful struggles he fell doAvii 
in a fit. I had him conveyed to bed, and as soon as 
he w'as somewhat rccocered, 1 1 hastened off to ascer- 
tain from Suwbridge, whom I kncAv very intimately, 
the nature of the claim intended to be set up for Die 
plaintiff, Edwdn Mtgoribanks. 

I met Saw ^pidge just as he was leaving his office, 
and as he was in too great a hurry to turn back, I 
I wMktHl aldfig wdtlTYiiin, and he raiiidly detailed llm 
I fiicts abifrut to Ika embodied in the phiiiitifr’s 
declaration. Archibald Dursley, once a London mer- 
Ckant, and who died a bat:heIor, hud bciiueathexl his 
estate, real and person^, to his brother Charles, and a 
megie, ^3 sister’s cliilu — two-thirds to tho niece, and 
dne-thiJwo the brotlier. The Holmford property, tlip 
will dirccted^hoJld be sold by public auction when 
^ the niece camWfPljii:, unless sh^ by marriage or other- 
wise, was enabled, within six months after attaining 
her majority, to pay over to Cliaries Dursley his third 
in mdliey, according to a valuation made for the purpose 
by comiietent aa^essors. The biother, Charles Dursley, 


a 
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hud urgecf upon the cxoeutow to anticipate the time 
directed by the will for the sale of the property; aild 
having persuaded the niece to give a written auHio- 
rfsation for the immediaHe sale, the' executors, chiefly, 
Sawbrid^ supposed, prompted by their own neces- 
sities, sold the estate accordingly. But the ni*ce not 
being of age wlien she signed the authority to sejl, her 
consent was of no legal value ; and the luiving since 
died intestate, Edwin Majoribanks, h(T cousin %nd 
undoubted heir-at-law — for the projiprty could^ot have 
passed from lier, even by marriage — now claimed the 
(‘State. Charles Dursley, the brother, was dead ; fcand,* 
eontinued Mr Sawbridge, * the worst of it is, Linden 
will never get a farthing of his purcliase-mwiey from 
the veiiclers, for they are bankrupt, nor from Palliser, 
wdio has made permanent arrangi^nicmts for (’ontinuing 
abroad, out of harm’s reach. It is just as I tell you/ 
lie ad(l(*d, as w'e shook Iiands at parting; ‘but you 
(jf course see the will, and satisfy yourself. Good-by^ 

Ilorfi was a precious result ^f amateur eomnion- 
s(mse lawyership ! Linden could only have examined 
the abstract of title fiirnislu‘d him by l*allis(T’s 
.‘ittorney, fmd not the right of Durslcy’s executors to 
■sell ; or bad not been aware that tlic niece could not, 
(luring lu'i* niinority, subscribe an ellective legal* con- 
sent. 

I found Mr h^lint at tlie oftlce, and ciuickly iinjiarted 
t)io astounding news. iJe was as much tak(*n aback 
as myself. • 

‘ 'I’hc obstinate, jiig-beaded old ass I ’ he ex(daimed ; 

‘ i! almost serves liiin right, if only for his Toni-fopl 
nonst. n sc ol “ 1C very man Ids ow'ii lawyer.” WJiat did 
you say >vas the niece’s name ? ’ 

‘ Well, 1 don’t remember that Sawbridge told me ; 
be w’iis in .•^uch a hurry ; but suppose you go at once 
and look over the will?’ 

‘ True ,* I will do so and away be w'cnt. 

‘Tins is a very singular alfair, Sharp,* said Mr 
Flint on his return from Doctors’ Commons, at the 
same time (omposedly sealing himself, h<wkiiig his 
thumbs into the arm-holes of bi^j waistcoat, crossing 
his I(*gs. and tilting lii.s chair, back on its bind legs. 

‘ A very singular alfair. AVhom, in the name of the 
god of thieves — Mercury, w'a.sn’t bo called? — do you 
suppose the bankrupt oxoeutors to Ik‘? Xo other,’ 
continued Mr Flint w’ith a sudden burst, ‘ than 
Ci'owthei' & iL'Jikins !’ 

‘ The devil! — and the niece then is’ , 

‘ CiUhcrine Arnold— Tom Linden’s w ife — supposed 
to liave 1)eeii drowimd in the Jirtn ! ’I'liat’s chcck- 
infite, 1 rather fancy — not only to Mr*Edwdn Majori- 
banks, but some one else W'c know- of. The old fellow 
up shurs wmnt refuse to acknowledge bis daughter-in- 
law now, 1 fancy ! ’ 

This was indeed a happy change in the fortnnt's of 
the House of Linden ; and we discussed, wdth much 
alacrity, the best mode of turning disclosures so 
momentous and surprising to liie bijst account. As a 
first step, a letter, witJi an ciiclosuri^, w'as despatched 
to Belfast, reejuiring the return of Thomas Linden and 
family immediately ; and the next w’as to plead in 
form to the action. This done, we awaited Catherine 
Linden’s arrival in London, and Mr Linden senior’s 
convalescence— for bis mental agitimon IukF resulted in 
a sharp fit of illuoss— to effect a satisfivetory and just 
arrangement. 

Mr and Mrs Thomas Linden and Mrs Arnold arrive" 
by the earliest stoanqiipr that lejt Belfovst after the re- 
ceipt of our letter ; and much astonished we^they by 
' the intelligence that awaited tbem.^ Catheri^ Linden 
was fer confirming the validity of the Holm- 

ford estate by her now auiUoritiiWl^hsent at once, 
as a mere act of common justice and good faith ; but 
this, looking at the total loss of fortune she had sus- 
taincxl by the knavery of the ex^iitors, and the Obsti- 
nate, mulish temper of the 6ither-m-law, from whom 


she had already such Jiarsh could 

.hot for a mcfu^t be permitted; and it was 
TMOlv(xl to' take advantage of the legal position in 
wSich she stood, to enforce a ue present provision fot 
herself and husband, and tlieir ultimate succession to 
the estate. * 

John Linden gradually recovered ; and as soon as it 
wal deemed prudent to do so, we informed him lliat 
the niece was not dead, as the idaintiff in the action of 
ejectment had supposed, and that of coiu*so, if she 
could now be ]J)cr8uaded to ratify the imperative con- | 
flcyt she had formerly subscribed, he might retain 
Holmfcrd. At fisst he received the intelligence as a 
gleam of light and hope, 'but he soon relapsed into 
doubt and gloom T ‘What ghance was there,’ lie liopc- 
lessly argued, ‘ that, holding the legal ptjwer, she would 
not exercise it It w'as not, he said, in liuman nature 
to do otluTwi^ ; and he commissioned us to makc- 
"Blxjral offers for a compromise: half — he would be 
Content to lose half his purchase -money; even a 
greater sacrifice than that In? would agree to — any- 
thing, indeed^ that would not be uttcir niin—that did 
not involve utter beggary and destitution in old age. 

Three days after this conversation, I aimonnced to 
him that tlie lad}' and licr husband wore below', and 
desirous <tf seeing him. 

‘ What do tlit^y say?’ he eagerly domanded. ‘ Will 
lluy accept of lialf— two-thirds ? What do tiny say ?’ 

‘I cannot precisely tell you. They wdsh to see yon 
alone, and you can urge your owm views and offers.’ 
He trembled violently, and shrank nervously back as 
I placed niy liand on the door-handle of tlie private 
office. He presently recover(.‘d in sonu; degrep his self- 
I>osse.S8ion, pa.ssed in, and I withdrew from the humi- 
liating, but salutary spectacle, of obdiiniti* tyrant power 
coiupelled to bumble itself before Ibo.sc whom it had 
previously scorned and trampled upon. 

The legal arrangements which Flint and I had sug- 
gested w’crc effected, and Linden senior, accompanied by 
his son, daughter-in-law', and Mrs Arnold, set off in 
restored amity for Ilolmford Ilou.se. Edwin Majori- 
banks abandoned his action, nnd*l*alliser, finding that 
matters w'ere satisfae^torily arranged, returned to Eng- 
land. We afterwards knew that he liad discovered tlie 
defect of title, -on ajiplying to a w'ell-known conveyancer, 
to raise a con.sidonible sum by w'ay of m()rtgag(‘, and 
that Ids first step w'as to threaten legal proc(?i*dings 
against Crowtlier & Jenkins fer tlie recovery of hi.s 
money ; but a Idnt he obtained of the futility of imo- 
ccedings against tliem. determined Jiim to offer the 
estate at a lowr figure to Linden, relying upon that 
gentleman’s ostentatious contempt of lawyefs that the 
bh^t^in tlie title, subjected only to Ids owui commou- 
Bonse spectacles, would not lie perceived. 

• M A H 0 G A N Y. 

Thk literature of commerec, as embodied in i)rice.s- 
current, trnde-circubirs, sbaiv-lists, &c. is usually the 
very reverse of popular. In the little circles of the 
various trades tlie^ (locum(|iit% are read and studied 
with eageriies.s, but in the eyes of the general public 
they are classed with those msoful but rather dry piib- 
lications, tli^ Ready Reckoner and Interest Tables. 
The abOTeviations, significant marks, and strangely- 
af^illed nsiuns and adjectives with wddeh this literature 
abounds, aft* almost as puzzling to the general reader 
as 4he inscription on the Rosetta stone, or an advertisc- 
mentat the neadof tlie tldrd column of the 2V»ie.f. But 
when things serve their purpose, few jieoplo wish to 
j change them, and no one can deny that the peciilia- 
^ rities of these business documents save time, facilitate 
buying and selling, and if they are raysteries to many, 
no harm can resuy; if many ore ' mystified by them. 
But when the trader has to address a circle wider tlian 
Ids own, he shows fhat the British merchant can, when 


* / 

necessary, *ft fine Boman 

expedition of some subject connected fdth lus busi^ 
. ness, merited by a directness and vigour of style ti^F 
if not classical, is at leasfr clear. 

-/there is an example of this in a little work now 
before us on ‘The Mahogany-Tree,’ by Messrs Cha- 
loner di Fleming, timber-merchants, Liverpool. The 
book extends to nearly a hundred and twenty octavo 
pages, is profusely illustrated with drawings and 
inaps, and though it is little else than an extended 
trade circular, it yet contains infomj^ation of con- 
siderable importance to the public. . ,* 

Tlie discovery of gold in Californis seems to have led 
to tlie publication of this book ; which may appear to he 
a ‘ far-fetched reason,’ thoi^^h in reality it is not. The 
mahogany chv?fly used in this country and Europe 
generally is brought from the West Iilhia islands and 
Central America. There are two apcch^s grown in the 
East Indies, hut seldom exported, and seldom used 
except in tlie, ornaments and other decorations of the 
native temples, for wbicli the beauty and durability of 
the wood eminently fit it. Of the West India islands, 
Jamaica, Cuba, and Hayti, have hitherto been the most 
productive ; and the best mahogany, known as Spanishy 
and almost always selected for ’Veneering, has been 
brought from thence. But in these islandlj Jamaica 
esjiecially, the trees are now very scarce. Those 
nearest tlie shore have of course fallen first ; and 
though the quality of the wood in the interior, where i 
it gi*ows on drier and more elevated districts, is supe- 
rior to that of tlie lower plains, yet the expenses of 
felling and transit increase so much, that there is little 
inducement to capitalists to embark in such enterprise. 
On the other luin^ the tree, wliile it is among the largest 
and most majestic, takes a long series of years to 
reach maturity, and a mahogany-tree is not considered 
of full age and growth until it has lived out the winds 
and Tains and heats of at least two hundred years. 
We should like to see the man who, in these days of 
‘quick returns* of capital, would plant a forest of 
mahogany-trees, by whicli nobody w'ould be benefited 
until the second half of the twenty-first century of 
our era ! But on the mainland, in the district where 
mahogany grows in greatest abundance and perfet> 
tion, a district extending from the Isthmus of Ilaricn 
northwards to Mexico, nearly 1200 miles, there are 
^tho densest forests of maliogany and other gigantic 
trees, with an imdcrwood of many valuable tropical 
plants and shrubs, so matted together, tliat it is diffi- 
cult for parties on foot to malte a track into tlie 
interior.* Kow if there were no other motive to the 
clearing df these dense forests tlian the rich woods 
. that could be carried away, and the rich soils that 
w^ould then be exposed, it is probable that many gene- 
rations would pass before the work was done. But 
the whole of this district lies in the west route from 
the United States and Europe to California, and a 
large tract of these forests must be cleared to open up 
tliat route effectually. The desire for gold is greater 
than desire for mahogany, and both rojids and 

canals must he madeaaciriss this district. These will 
ultimately fiiciUtaito the permamnit settlement of the 
country j the teafter will be ttic pioneer of the planter, 
and Europe will be as completely stocked wij^ maho- 
gany from Central, as it has already been with pine 
from Korth America. This beautiful wood^being^thfis 
made plentiful and cheap, will of course come into 
general use, ani^;gj|d|bw its superior claijps to be lAed 
in ship-buildis^^S^ to be one great object of this 
pnbH^tion 

ship may I)erhapB he to^ 
sotna ^ex^aordthary as that of an iron ship was some 
y^S agw^ /Certainly it would be on extraordinary 
a stately ship ei4)e^g some of our 
sides glistening and* 0 lim>ery, not wiUi 
with Ercnch polislf aria looking as i£ 

she had been lined, not with copper, but with the tops 
of dining-tables. Such a sjiectacle will in all proba- 
bility never be witnessed ; but if any one will tliink of 
mahogany, not as it is usuall]^ seen in cabinet-makers’ 
shops, but in the wood -yard, ho will have a better 
idea ofi how a mahogany ship will look. The idea of 
using it in ship-htiilding is not new. Many of the 
first vessels bflilt by the Spaniards in the West 
Indies were constructed of mahogany, and so were 
several ^f the Spanish men -of- war, captured during 
some of our naval battles. One of these, the Gibmhary 
of tfighty guns, captured in 1780 by Lord Rodney off 
Cape St Vincent, was broken up in the royal dock- 
yard at ^*emhroke, and though ‘ she must have been 
one of the oldest ships afloat, yet all her timbers were 
as sound as when they were put into her, and the* 
whole British navy, if I [Captain Chappell, secretary 
to the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company] am not 
mistaken, are now supplied with tiibh's made out of 
the Gibraltar's timbals.’ So long ago as 150?, sonic 
vessels belonging to Sir Walter Raleigh were repaired 
vdth mahogany at Trinidad, in the West Indies. It 
is sjiid that the l)e.st mahogany is almost entirely free 
from liability to dry-rot ; that, being produced in tin; 
tropics, it is best fitted for troi>ical navigation ; that it 
is much more buoyant than British oak— a ouliic foot 
of the latter weighing 55 lbs., and of mahogany only 

4r4 lbs. ; and that it is much men' free from aeid than 
oak,#and consecpieiitly, as re})ort(‘d by Dr Ure, ‘iron 
and copper bolts and fastenings will waste mucli iiKu-e 
rapidly in oak at seA than in maliogany, when each is 
employed in sbip-btulding.’ Several iuter(‘sting expe- 
riments have been made by Messrs Wliite, ship-builders 
at Cowes, Isle of Wight, to ascertain the eomparatii e 
Btifliiess and strengtli of Honduras mahogany, com- 
pared witli other ship-building woods. Tlie following 
was the result. K the defleetion from the horizontrd 
line of a piece of Honduras mahogany under pressure 
be represented by 1000, the deflection of 

American Y elk>w Pine will be - 1702 

.... Elm, - - 1512 

Quebec Oak, *- - - 1457 

English Oak, . - - 1 ;U)4 

Moulinoiii Teak, - - - 1 075 

Daiit^ji^Eir, - - - 104.0 

thus showing the mahogany to present the greatest 
resistance a or, in other words, to be the least flexible. 

Why, then, it may reason ably be asked, is tliis wood 
not used to a g]!;eater extent in sliip-building ? Among 
many other reasons, this important one api>ears, that it 
must not Ik* uscfl in certain parts of a vessel tliat is 
intended to be registered at Lloyd’s as a first-elass ship 
fori twelve years. If the maliogany be used, then the 
ship can appear as first-class for ten years only. This 
of course renders a ship less valuable, and prevents the 

1 general use of the wckxI. 

Turning now to the* subject *genorally, wo find in 
Messrs Chaloncr & Fleming’s work a rci>otition of tlie 
time-honoured anecdote of the mode in wdiich the pecu- 
liar qualities of maliogany were first discovered in our 
country in 1 7f4. ‘ A few planks,’ it is related, ‘ were 
sent to Dr flihbonfeof London by n brother, who was a 
West India captain. The doctflr was erecting a house 
in King Street, Coveiit Garrlen, and gave the planks to 
Jdio workmen, who rejected them as being too hard. 

doctor’s cabinet-maker, i^icd Wollaston, was 
then employed to make a caiiabi box of them, but as 
he %aa ^l^ing up the planks, be also complained of the 
hordnessw the ti*ibcr j but when the candle-box was 
, finished, it beauty all the doctor’s other 

ftinilture, and J}eca% an object of curiosity and exhi- 
bition. Tlic wood was then taken into favour. Dr 
Gibh^s had a bureau made of It, and the Duchess of 
Bucknigham another, and the despised mahogany now 
became on article of luxury, und at-tho aame tinte 

— 
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raised th« fortune of the cabinet-nUdcer by whom it the «em^ ieen torn ai opposite poijt#of vieWy, the 
Imd at first been bo little regarded/* The imports of eontraiy of deep shade will be produced ; apd 
mahogany into tliis country are very large. In 1829 Uhifl is the reason why no painter can Qorreotly imitate 
they were 19,335 tons;4n 1839, 25,859 tons; and in ilahogany/ • 

1849, 29,012. Of this last-named quantity, 11,057 What changes for tlie better, even In household fiir- 
tons were imported into Liverpool, being 6121 from niture, may we not yet live to see ? Some people 
Hayti, 1026 from Cuba, and 4911 from Honduras. In characterise the present time as an ‘ age of veneer ;* but 
the year ending Slst January 18&1, the qifantity however true tins may be as regards the superficial 
imported into Liverpool was altogether 13,374 tons, acquirements of various loud-speaking classes of the 
or about two and a quarter millioi^ feet of Honduras, community, it is not true, especially as regards the 
a million tmd a Imlf of Haytien, and nearer half a physical comforts of the people. The luxuries of the 
million of Cuban. Tliese logs, if joined togcUier, rich in one agfi are certain to become the necessaries of 
would form an imbroken line of eight hundred miles, the poqr in anothgr ; and the day does not seem distant 
or about the distfince, * us the crow flieSp between when the solid mahogan^yill supersede the veneer, 
London and Vienna. ‘ and many articlSs now confined to the houses of the 

In Ilontluras, nciirly a year is occupied before a wealthy will be found imputing new grace, and giving 
mahogany-tree can be felled and brought to the sea- additional comfort, to the poor man’s home. 

coast for shipment. A beginning is made in August; .,:.. • 

one man, more experienced than tlie rest, pcnetrattJiP^’?; p/'v-o /ciTATT^PTr vmiMP 

into tjie forest, and after making a survey of the country ’ -.SEMmARY I OR (SHAKSPEARE b) 1 OUNG 

from tlic tops of the tallest tifts, selects the places LADIES. 


Avliere the maliogany aj)pGars most abundant. Parties In this age^ of novelty and novel applications, it is 
of men are conducted tliither, platforms are erected curious to observe the usual failure of authors in their 
round the doomed * monarchs of the wood,- and the manifold attempts to devise something new, and it is 
iiK‘u cut th(‘m down with the axe about ten or twelve tlie more interesting on that account to notice an effort 
feet from the ground. After a sufficient numlHjr have of the kind wliich has any appearance of success. We 
l)(*on fellc'd, i t is necessary to cut roads to the nearest do not say, however, that Mrs Cowden Clarke’s prepa- 
ri v('r, and ofion miles have thus to be cleared of brush- ratory school for heroines is a perfectly new idea, since 
v'ood and hillocks, and Iwidges thrown across ravines, another author has already given us a view of those 
k(\ Tlie, cost of this is estimatofl as being two-Ihirds Imlies in their superannuation and retirement. This 
(;!’ the labour and exiiense of bringing tha mahogany to occurs in the ‘Hero,’ a bad novel, by the author of 
a place of shipment. The roads are usually fit for use tlie ‘Heroine,’ a more than commonly good one; and 
about tlu* lieginning of April, wdiich, along with part iiiti*oduces us to the company of fat dowager Sophia 
of May, embraces tiie dry season. The rainy season Westerns and gouty Sir Charles Grandisons. If these 
begins about the end of May, and the object is to iiersonages have their old age, why not their nontige ? 
convey tlie logs across to the river just before this And the latter is surely tlie more interesting of the 
season sets in, so ns to avoid wet, soft roads, and be in tw^o, and likewise the more instructive, since it shows 
time for the sweUing and incix^ased rapidity ^f the tlie process by which young people arc brought up to 
river, caused by the rain. The logs are conveyed on the heroic profession, and finished for the use of" the 
trucks drawn by bullocks.. ‘A gang of forty men is dramatist and romancer. Now’ this is precisely Mrs 
capable of w^orking six trucks, egch of wfiich requires .T^larke’s notion, although she confines her pupils for 
seven pairs of oxen and tw’o drivers, sixteen men to the present to the female oftkiA'iiig of Iilr William 
cut food for the cattle, and t^idvc to load or put the Shakspeare.* 


logs on the 


The intense heat of the sun To disarm the objections to this little work on the 


]>revenls the cattle being w'orkeil under its Inthience, score of presumption, the author plants a pretty femi- 
cousequcntly they are obliged to labour in the night nine acknowledgment on the title-page — 


instead of tlie day-time.’ The logs are tumbled into 
tlie river after being marked, and left to float dowm 
until stopxied by a kind of weir iireviousi^’ placed at 
the rivcii s mouth. The labourers follow in canoes, and 


‘ As petty to his ends 
As is the mom-dew on the myrtle-leaf 
To his grand sea ; ’ 


disengage any logs that may have been stopped by but for our part wc find no fault with an aim for being 
o>'erlianging trees or other obstructions. In Cuba, the lofty. Our author has tried to show, in nor own way, 
process is not so laborious, as the wood is nearer the what education of circumstances wmuld be likely to 
sea ; and no inittcr vvill fell a tree unless in the wane of bring out those materials of charivcter which the great 
the moon, as then the wood ‘ is freer from sap, sounder, wizard of all times wrought into so wonderful a fabric; 
and of a richer (*olour, than wdien felled before the and we think she has done this so far with skill and 
full.’ ' , feeling. *The ladies, be it understood, nr(* with her in 

‘ The beaut}^ of nwhogaii}^’ says Messrs Chaloner their youth, before they have embarked in tlie profes- 
& I'Jeming, * arises from its being cross-grained, or sion, before even they know that they are intended for 
presenting the fibres endways or obliquely on the'suf- heroines, and Ciertainly before they are touched by 
face. These positions of flie fibres, as well as their tliat wand wdiicli makes theni siiring, like so many 
different colours, give a clouded and piottled variety Columbines, from the commfin state of yoyng ladyhood 
to tlie surface ; luid when some of the parts are partially into an enchanted life, Tliis keeps within the circle 
transparent, they givo^rise to a Variety iff lights and of. our symjjathies. They are the young ladies of Mrs 
shades as the observer sliifts his place, and reflect them Clarke’i> seminary — notliing more; and as wc see them 
in the most varied number, like tbe surface of a crystal. Taking gut in procession, we think to ourselves— alas, 
Tills overlapping of the fibres and their various colours poor dearsf if they only knew what is to cornel 
.are the occasion of the singular appearance wdiich the win be seen that in tho.se sketches a regular story 
surface of a dining-table will*pre8ent to two persons is not demailded of Mrs Clarke, but rather an introduo- 


w’hen seated opposite to each other, 
the table jiortionfl will seem to b# 


ssent to person 
;r. FromJme side c 
;)# quite light, but i 


* In tho handsome old town of Kolso, m Koxburghshiru, there Is 
n gentlonmn’s houso of good proportions, which was built about 
eighty years ago, and tho wholO wood-work of which, the floors, wo 


j of tion to a story. The child is born, educated in feeling 
i in and f^cy, and then turned over to tlie Ma^a Parens. 
— Tlie anecdotes of her early years, however, are suffi- 


* Tho Girlliood of Slnpiksiieare’s Heroines; In a scries of P'ifleen 


believe, alonoexcreptod, is of mahogany. The effoot is inox^^ssibly Tales. JJy Miuy Cowden Clarke. Parts I., II., HI., and IT. 
riob and sabotaDtial.-.-l^o. Iioudon i Smith dc Sol. i sol. 
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ctently interning ng to keep \»p‘ the reader’s ittention ; 

thinks it n^ssaiy to go . 
hack a geteyatioiv and begin with the adventures off 
her and Anthers, lowing how it canfe 

to pans yikt i^te W bom at all. plan of the work 
is such aS to render it impossible, by means of brief 
exirdetfi, to give any idea of the author’s theory of 
the character; although it is very easy to show by 
sei^rate sketches the literary power with which the 
task is executed. Take this as an example, wliich 
Occurs in ‘Helena:’ it is the portrait of the Bonne:— 

* A gray-headed man, whose garb at, oAce proclaimed 
him to Iks the venerable cure of the village, ^t od a 
wooden chair with his bfn-w towards Gerard; wliilst 
oi)posite him was seateil a white-cappeC, gold-earringed, 
smooth-aproned, wrinkle-clfbekcMi, but quick-eyed old 
^ dome, who sec&ed to be his Bonne. 81«e w'os knitting 
diligently, but her keen eyes were not required for lior 
w'ork ; her practised hands x>lied the needles with 
twinkling rapidity, and allowed her sliarp glances to 
be wliolly absorbed by another object. 

• Over the hack of the ciir<5*s chair leni^l the figure 
of a young peasant girl. She liad drooped over the 
shoulder of the old man, so that her face rested nearly 
on his bosom, whence it looktxl up at the Bonne, and 
was indeed the object upon wliicli her keen eyes 
rested. ' 

‘ By the young girl’s position, her face w'as entirely 
hidden from Gerard’s sight, but as soon as that bending 
figure met his eye, Gerard felt no liesitation fu at once 
ascribing the voice lie heard to herself. There w'as 
something harmonious in the flexible grace of tlie out- 
line, that seemed to claim affliiity with the gentle 
tones; something of beauty, purity, anti attractive 
charm, that rendered both naturally akin. 

‘ “ But your father sliouUl not have allowtHl you to 
come alone!” retorted tlie Bonne with a tone as sharp 
as her eyes, to something the sweet voice had just 
8.dd. 

‘ “ I did not come alone,” it replied. My father sent 
Petit Pierre with me.” 

‘“Bah! Petit Pi«Te indctyl I" was the tart e.Kcla- 
niation of the Bonne, with a cutting flash of her eyes, 
and a simrt snap of her knitting-needles: — “Petit 
IMerre forsooth ! A predty person to take care of you! 
-^a co>v-boy !— an urchin of ten years old !— a scapi*- 
graco that can’t take care of himself, much less of anj'- 
body else ! Whnt could your fatber be thinking of? ” 

‘ “ My father was thinking of indulging me as usual,” 
replied the soft voice. “ You know cvcrybotly says he 
spoils his Galniellc ; and as he fouiid she was intent 
uiK>n going, %nd as nobody could be spared from the 
farm so well ‘as Petit Pierre, my father sent liim with 
me.’' 

“‘I can’t thmk why you were so intemt upon coming 
for my part/* said the old lady, darting another piercing 
glance, and sticking one of her needles wdtU a sudden 
sti^ into her apron-string. “ I don’t mind your coming 
over quietly, as you do at other times, to rea<l, and 
write, arid study, and to talk, and confess, to Monsieur 
le Ohr4 That ’s all very right and projicr, and what 
he ax>pr(ives, I aiijirove^f bourse ; but why you should 
take it into your f^lish little heiul to come to the fete, 
is what J caii’’t ikthom, and can* t approve : U ’s npt at 
all the thing Y&r ymb hloidemoiselle GaVmdle,ato come 
here, with only a 0wr-u]|^^^^ to take care of ^^og, 
among ajjaiHicl of strangers, and a crowds nob^y- 
know^K- who from the other villagea ” 

‘ Hare the old4^^«natehed out the knttting-neculo 
.a0in, into her work with a poignant 

anoj^er row, without so inuch as 
eyes for an fnstant to withdravr the 
su<^jj^ of iKiinted interrogatories they wero alining 
acuteness into Hie iace that looked 

lady here is tlie mQihe| o^tliot Belexia so 


loving, 80 forgiving, and so persevering, who Conquered 
ih.te itselfy and wlio, hnmlndful of sorrow^s and insrilts, 
was Si^isued at last that ‘ all ’s well that ends well.’ Her 
love and endurance begin irf- the seminary w'hcre she 
and Bertram are still girl and boy; and w'e are early 
prepar^l for those exquisite musings of lier after-lile, 
which are iu nil hearts aud on all tongues : — 

‘ My imagination 

* Carries no favour in it but Bertram ’ b. 

1 ara undone; fiiere is no living, none, 

If Bertram be away. It were all one 
*'That I should lore a bright particular star, 

And think to wed it, he is so above me : 

In hiS'hright radiance and collateral light 
Must I be comforted, not in his sphere. 

The ambition in iny love thus plagues itself : 

The hind, that would be niatod by ilic lion. 

Must die for love. *T was pretty, though a plague, 

To see him every hour ; to sit and draw 
His arched browsViis hawking eye, his curls, * 

In our heart’s table; heart, too capable 
Of every line and trick of his sweet favour : 

But now he’s gone, and my idolatrous fancy 

Must sanctify his relics.’ 

«' 

In tlic ‘ girlhood of Portia,’ tliat higb-licartcd hciro.ss 
and brilliant doctress of laws — slu' wlio jt*w’d the Jew 
of A^ciiioc by her wit, find was won b>- the instinct of 
love in a ratllc — wc can find no siiilahk* extract: but i 
jjerha^w llio reader v.ill accept as a .substitute her por- j 
trait, taken after sh^* luul left Mrs Clarke’s seminary 
for young ladies, and was metaiiiorphosed into a j 
heroine : — 

' What find I here ? 

iOf)€7iing the leaden cashf. 

Fair Portia’s counterfeit ? \V’hat demi god 
Hath come so near creation i Move these eyes \ 

Or i^hetber, riding on the balls of mine, 

Seem they in motion \ Here are sever’d lips, 

Parted with sugar breath ^ so sneet a bar 
Should Builder such sweet friends : Hero in her hairs 
The painter plays tne spider ; aud hath woven 
A golden incsh to entraFp the hearts of men, 

Faster than gnats iu cobwebs : But her eyes — 
llow Could he see to do them ? having made one, 
Metbinks, it^iould have power to steal both his, 

And Icara^ilelf unfurnish’d : Yet look, how far j 

The substance of my praise doth wrong this shadow, 

In underprizing it, so far this shtvdow 

Both limp behind the subslance.’ j 

The mime of u third embryo heroine is Gnuxdi, aud ' 
she is the daughter of a thane of Scotland. Tlie nature j i 
of the elements that are struggling into their place s in i 
her character may l>e observ’ed from un anecilote told j 
with considerable power, Mdiich we have no room to i 
give entire. A page had discovert'd a ne.st of martU is ! 
on a sligjit jutting point of the castle wall, not far from i 
tlic top, and Oruwh and he, leuaing over the p:irapc‘t, 
amused themselves in watching the callow n(‘stlings, i 
w'ith gapingy months, fed by the panmt birds. The ; 
young Iddy^s ball, with which she had Ihkui playing, I 
fell from her h^nd, and Imlged in a crevice just below : 
the nest. 

* “ If I haA but nffwlgo ever m small to set my foot 
upon, I could get it; I know I could!” exclaimed ; 
Culcii. “It’s quite close; 1 could Ik* over in a mo- 
ment 1” 

‘“Would you venture?” said his young mistros.*?, 
looking at him approvingly. 

“*ThJW would! I could get it in an instant, if I 
had hut step my foot upon: ever such a 

kpoint would a!W**ll8s4Jie martl^^^^ nest were not tlierc 
now, that would be quite room enough ! ” ' 

, > “ But we can soon dislodge the nest, if that ’s all ! ” ; 
cxclaiimcl Gruoch. “ Hero’s one of Gry m’s long ; 
sliafts-^that ’ll do exactiy to poke It olT with.” j 
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‘ “ Oh n®,” said the page hastily. 

‘ “ Are you afraid ? ” said slie, looking at him abruptly. 

‘ “ No, not that j but I don't like— I can't push the mist 
off,” said Culen. * • 

‘ “ Then I will 1 Give me the arrow 1 ” she exclaimed. 

‘ Gruoch leaned over the edge, fixed the point of the 
arrow into the caked mud and earth which fastened 
the nest to the jutting point, loosened k, raised it, and 
in another nioinent the martlet’s home, with its ipi- 
fledged tenants, spun whirling through the j-ir, and 
was scattered to pieces, striking against the buttresses 
and rough -hewn walls.* • • 

The page, cxcated to the adventure by Ids young 
mistress, now grasped her little hand, and climbed over 
the wall. 

‘ Rut Avhen he set his foot upon tlic jutting point 
whicli had lately held the nest, and tlien planted the 
otliet foot on the same sjwt, and after that carefully^ 
stooped down, and stretched his arm out, so as to stic^ 
the nrnow into tlie ball, that he might raise it, and con- 
vey it to the top of the wall — lie had no sooner efiected 
this, than lie suddenly felt his head reel, and his eyes 
swim at tlie unaccustomed height over which he hung 
suspended, merely sustained by that frail supiKirt. 

‘ Jh‘ closed his eyes for an instant, and strugghM to 
nerve himself boldly against the thought of the small 
j>oiu4; on wiiii'li he stood, and to shut out the view of 
the di'pth heneiith him. 

‘Gruoch felt tlu' spasmixlic twitch tliat these sensa- 
tions eoniinuiiicated to the liand slic grasped. 

‘ ‘ Keep firm, C’ulcui ! Hold fasfc my hand ! I liave 
yours tight ! ” And the small liaud never trembled or 
wavered, but clutehcd close, like a vice. 

‘Her voiec did him gtxid ; her tone of resolution 
inspired liiin ; her steady grasp encouraged him; and 
lie was enabled to recall Ids dizzied senses. 

‘ He looked ui) ; and as he Ixdield that exquisite face 
leaning over towards him, anxiety and interest i»caeh 
liiuMiment, and wish for his success bi'nming in every 
feature, he flung up the ball from the pyint of the 
arrtnv, and strove to regain the toi^of the >v^l. 

‘ Rut on raising Ids arm to, the edge, he found he 
should not he able to obtain sufficient imrchase, even 
wdien he should gain the assistance of the other hand 
whieli wuis now' held by Gruoch, to enable 1dm to draw' 
liiiuself lip that lieight. The point uix>n wddeh ho 
stood ufl’ordcd too little space, the w'eight of Ids bcxly 
was too gri‘at, to allow of his climbing* up again 
unassisted. 

‘ The pi4(e cast one look of mute dismay towards Ids 
young mistress.’ 

She shrieked for assistance, and ho w'as saved ; and 
then Gruocli turncxl pale, and had nearly fallen to the 
ground. 

‘“And she. feels thus for me!” wldspered Cnlen’s 
heart, as lie stood rooted to the spot, his check flushed, 
and his chest heaving at the thought. 

* Tliey w'tTO wrong. Weitherkhe page nor the man- 
at-arms guessed that her swoon was the cflbct of mere 
physical sympathy ; a siekeiung sense of danger iiast ; 
a reaction of tlie nerves — braced for the moment by 
strength of will, with an object in view-«but suddenly 
relaxed from tlieir tension by the niRive weakness of a 
frame less pow'erful thai^her spirit.’^ * 

It was this some Gruoch who thus mused later in 
life— , 

* Come, come, you spirits 
1'hat tend on mortal thoughts, dnsex me here; 

And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top^fu^ * 

Of direst cruelty! Make thick ray Wood! Jr 
Stop up the access aud.pass^e 
That no conipiinctuous yiiitings offiature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep pace between 
The effect and it ! Come to my woman's breasts ^ 

And take my milk fot ^1, you luurdfrlug ministers, 
Wherever in your Bightiess suh^Ances 


You Comc*j^ick night, 

And pall th^ in the duimeBt smoke of hell ! ^ 

V That iny keen knife see not the woiAidLit h^fkes, ' ^ ' 
^or heaveii peep thvougli the blanket of the dark, ' 
TocryAoi!^,AoM/* 

It was the same Gruoch wl to said still later, when 
walking in her frenzied sleep, ■ Horens the smell of the, 
blood still : all tlie^perfumes of Arabia will not sw'oeten 
this little hand I ' and the sigh tliat accompanied the 
words, transmitted to our own day^we are>,oId enough 
to remember y; — made the hearts of a whole people 
qliako. 

The hitest published (i^hesc sketches is ^Desde- 
mona;’ but towards the el^i of this one the mistress 
of the scinirtary goes a littl# beyond her vocation, and, 
loth to part with the young huly she htis so skilfully 
finished, pursucS her into her heroine life. Mrs Clarke 
l^^imld have feltfthat any account of Othello’s recitation 
Jiis story in the hearing of tlie gentle Desdetnona 
would be lame and impotent after his own. But it 
must be confessed, that if this ofieiice against good 
taste is deep fli dyi‘, it is small in bulk ; and we think, 
upon the wliole, that no inconsiderable jiortion of the 
public w ill w'atch tlie progress of Mrs Clarke’s prepara- 
tory seniii^ary for heroines. 


ITALIAN OPERA IN LONDON. 

COVENT OAKDEN. 

In order to understand tlie revolution w'hich has l>een 
broiiglit about by the orchestra in the lyric drama, we 
must call tlie reader’s attention to the distinctive styles 
of a few' of the moat eminent composers, who arc not 
only classuad, but w'hose w'orks are constantly repro- 
duced, and still enjoyed; for although Handel as 
an operatic composer, Porpora, Scarlatti, ZoiiK-ili, 
Paesiello, and several others, renowned both for their 
cyamatic and .sacred styles, arc justly accounted 
xdassics, they are rather names eyibalmed in musical 
histories, than composers of nniaic w'hosc works con- 
tinue to be ^enjoyed by generation after generation. 

Music is real, as it adheres to dramatic passion ; ideal 
as it falls into melting melodies, or soars to grand liar- 
monic combinations ; but in Mozart wc find the per- 
fection of the art displayed in the exquisite balance 
of both those qualities. No composer ever follow'ed 
more closely the action of liis drama, and no composer 
ever relieved the intentional iiTegularity of'hjs rliythm 
w'ith more enchanting melodies; while the ingenious 
elaborateness of its* construction is a bamcr to a large 
proportion of his niusic being ever hackneyed in chamber 
practice. With Mozart, as w'itli Raphael, we find our- 
selves in that wdde and lofty region of art where every 
taste can appropriate something to itself— that of the 
million, the obvious and striking beauties — and that 
of the initiated, those mysterious graces and tliat tran-. 
quillity of effect which w^e finfi olily in the aristocracy 
of genius. * 

Rossini is the prince of melodists, and his popularity 
has bvN?n^roaigioU8. At first siglit, the profusion of 
orMiiAont ft?em3 to interfere with the dramatic fiassion 
of his wqfks* but on a closer examination, this profusion 
is .mostly to l^p found in the cavatinas of the principal 
singers, which comprise a very small part of the whole 
of an opora ; and this very florid vocalisation has pre- 
served Oven the most popular airs of Rossini from 
being hi^kneyed. Take, for iustance, any of his ctnn- 
mouest soqgs, such the serenade J^cco ridente in the 
Barber of &ville, which not one amateur in a thousand 
can even attempt jjn^uestionably Rossini has carried 
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the ornate it belongs to Jiis natuz^ 

ii t^t of a facility, and |t]^tanMty of 

mention **a^g^er unHvalled in musical history, 
and which In the world of sweet 30un<3(s is a miracle 
which if it does not exceed, what was achieved 
in romance by the pen of Scott, or in . painting by the 
pencE of Kubens. His comic style is quite in tlie 
lihx^s vein and in buoyant hilarity he surpasses all 
musicians tliat ever lived, not even excepting Mozart 
himself, who rarely let himself loose in l^lgh glee. Bon-^ 
zoili, the greatest tenor of his day, who had playcE 
Count Almaviva in tlie her of Seville mafty hun- 
dred times, once assured us that tills opera was, after a 
life-glut of music, the moslfergoyable of operas to lilm ; 
and yet it was written literally currcnte^alamo. But as 
a successful author is said tp ho in the latter part of 
Ills career his own most serious rival, there was for 
a time (especially after the works of Beethoven and 
Weber became well knoTO) a reaction against him; 
and even Coleridge, in a spirit of spurioxis German 
purism, said to a friend, ‘ The music of Kossini, com- 
pared with that of Beethoven, seems to me like non- 
sense verses.* But this one-sided folly lasted a very 
short time. Beethoven is more worshipiied ftian ever ; ! 
and yet liossini stands on a pedestal of his own that 
nothing can shake. 

His inunodiate Italian successor was Bellini, who also 
I was a melodist, and a stranger to the complication of 
German instrumentation ; but in tenderness he is 
without a rival. His pathos is frequently so exqui- 
site as even to go to excess ; and while a certain vein 
of dignity lurks under the tenderness of liossini, that 
of Bellini is often suggestive of hopeless prostra- 
tion, such as in tlie celebrated ‘Qui m’ Accolse* in 
Beatrice di Tenda. Bellini was net prolific, but what 
he did was carefully digested. In fact he was some- 
what the converse of Rossuii ; for while the profuse 
ornament of the latter was spontaneous, the simplieitj' 
of Bellini M^as elaboi^itc. His temperament was melan- 
choly, his manners soft and retiring ; his person slender; 
a sepulchral gloom hung over his compositions; and 
to make all complete, he died in youth. Rossini, on 
the other hand, according to the* last accounts from 
Italy, is in tlic fulness of fame and of personal form, 
robust, hearty, vigorous, and one of the bon vivants of 
Bologua la Grassa; for while from time immemorial 
Venice lias been Brn’iiaraed the fair, Bologna has 
reioiceti in the epithet of the lusty. 

Next in prominence to liossini and Bellini on the 
I modern ftulian stJigc is Donizetti — a most prolific 
composer, wliose works are clxaracterised by great 
I versatility. In his genius there was no lagging and 
flagging ; like the Arab courser, he stood more in need 
of the bridle than of the spur. His Elisir shows that 
he approaches the nearest of modern ivriters to the 
excellence of Rossini. In Lucrezla Borgia lie is equally 
successful in the troatment of the diirker and more 
violent passions ; while in Anna Bolena, and in several 
other operas, there a^depth of tenderness that fre- 
quently reihinds one of Bellini. But tlie great error 
of this most plastic and versatile genius was diffusion. 
Had he, instead of writing several scofes operas, 
concentrated his energies oii a dozen, his fame would 
I unqueHionahly have sailed doivn the str^^ oi tihie 
with a As it is, the operas Jwe have 

I named, dozen others, have cbocome slock 

piecos^M ieve^y Italian theatre. But his mortal career 
haz clos^ in k manner even more pamfhl to con- 
tjisn that of Bellini, for he descended to thos 
jpkw from the hmatic asylum. 

^Rossini, Bellini, and Donizetti, are the chief Italian 
^mposers that for a series of year#bave held possession 
Theatre, and wha may be called the 
sibsf liidiieiit masters of the sctlol^m melodists, aa 


contrasted witli that of the German instrumentalists, 
who have now taken a firm hold of the Italian operatic 
sto^ and who, witliout detracting from the peculiar 
merit of the mdodists, give a grandeur and variety to 
the Italian lyric drama in London such as was never 
hefbro known. Tills distinction, must be taken in its 
hroac^ acceptation ; fior the Italian melodists are not 
deficient in good scoring ; on the other hand, no one 
who has heaM the masterpieces of the German instru- 
mental |chool— su(ji as Robert the Devil and Freischutz 
—can be insensible to their delicious flow of melody. 

Tliis Gothic invasion of the Italian stage of London 
has had several immediate causes, the most prominent 
of wliiohwre the disruption of the old company of the 
Queen's Theatre, tlie establishment of Covent Garden, 
and last, not least, the miglity influence of the genius 
of Meyerbeer on his day and generation. We have 
alreaily adverted to the successive Iwinkruptcics of 
former Opera directors, and so long as the Opera was 
a precarious speculation, there was no thougkt of a 
second theatre ; but no sooner did the principal singers 
find that Mr Lumley was likely to accumulate a largo 
fortune, without making any corresponding advance in 
their salaiies, than the project of Covent Garden as an 
Italian Opera was started. The jiartisaiis of the now 
theatre included Grisi, Mario, Tambiiriiii, and other 
singers of the very highest class ; and, above iill, Signor 
Costa as the musical director, a gentleman of unri- 
valled experience in tliis capacit 3 ’’, and possessed of an 
amount of talent and energy which lias heen shown 
not onl 3 ' in tlie difficult task of ovorconiing pivliminary 
difficulties, blit of producing tlic greatest works of 
the greatest masters, in a manner to elicit the hearty 
approbation of the fiercest critics. 

But in so liugc n speculation as a rival to the Queen’s 
Theatre, the most consummate science and the most 
melodious voices could have done nothing witliout 
an a(k‘quate cajiital to set tlie machine afloat. This 
at first sight would seem a difficult matter, for the 
chain of Jiankruptcies 6f the older establishment 
formed a barrier sfiffleient to deter any experienced 
member of the money market from such a speculation ; 
but a young gentleman, possessed of more musical 
enthusiasm than worldly prudence, stood forth on the 
occasion. This was Mr Delafield, a scion of the brew- 
ing-house oTjCombe, Delafield, & Comiiany, who had 
recently cqw into a fortune of between L.y0,00() and 
L.100,(X)04» His share in the breweiy was sold, and 
the product devoted to the rcconstruclion of Covent 
Garden, from ^^the floor to the roof, nothiitg but the 
shell haring been suffered to remain of the old edifice. 

! The result, as is w'cll know n, w^as a bankruptcy after a 
couple of seasons, the details of which luive heen so 
recently given in the newspapers of the day, that it is 
uuneccssary to reproduce them ; and the theatre is now 
going on at the risk and cliarge of several of the prin- 
cipal performers, including Signor Costa. The rivalry 
with the Queen's Theafre is maintained by parties who 
are not weighed down by the heavy, liabilities that 
pressed upon Mr Delafield,. whose patrimonial tliou- 
sands may be called the sunken piles on which the 
new fabric of<^ovent Garden stands. 

But witji all t]^ sacrifice of original capital, it is 
much to l)e doubted if Covent Borden could have lieen 
kept open unless the entertainments had presented 
fthttt novelty and variety of character by which they 
are distinguished. Tlieru is no ballet, and conse- 
quently all attentionris concentrated on tlie operatic 
do{iartik|^t« Signor Costa, the musical director, is 
about fit%'^ years «f age, and was educated at tlie Con- 
servatory akaiiiQ]^ and unites in liis person the 
popular sentiraentlK Italian music with the profound 
sdenee of Germany ; and it is his production of the great 
worlis of the German school of instrumentation that 
has enabled Covent Garden to stand its ground. For 
a quarter of a century and more, Moyorb^r has had a 
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great and increasing rotation; but the ita^tuB to his 
popularity in England has come i^om Si^or Obsta*! : 
direction of Covent Gard^, for the muse of Meyerbeer 
is like that ofl^ton/f majestic beauty, somewhat 
distant and unihmiliar. 

In order to characterise this remarkable composer, 
his music may be presented as the mbst Striking cour 
trast to that of the Italian melodists Ve have named. 
In natural genius he falls far short of Hossini, and yet 
his numbers will live os long as those of a Mogart or a 
Beethoven, being written not for on age, but for all 
time ; and no composer can be pointed out who lfa% so 
husbanded his powers by skilful elaboration and inox- 
l)austible pains and patience. Meyerbeer German 
Jew, but liis works are unlike those of tlic other 
German Jews, who in literature are more remarkable 
for showy than solid qualities. The genius of Meyer- 
beer is ossontuiUy Teutonic. IIo cares nothing for a 
quick brilliant success: he looks upon the comf# 
sition a butterfly opera whiej^ Uvea a short season 
as a mere waste of time. In Uke manner, when some- 
body asked a friend of Beethoven why he had 
comi) 08 od only one opera, the answer given was, ‘a 
lioiicss drops onlj^ one cub.’ Mej^erheer’a work^ ^II 
Crociato in Egitto,’ is an illustration that there is no 
greatness attainable by imitation. He then imitated 
Ilossini, and II Crociato ’ is the least effective of his 
compositions. Not less than six laborious years were 
spent in the conqwsitiori of ‘Ilohert le Diable;’ imd of 
all modern operas, it is that whidi best ipiites the 
at’ aceful forms of Italian melod.y with the massive 
colouring of German ingtrumentation. The ‘Hugue- 
nots,’ which foUowed, is as remarkable as a work of 
art, but lacks inspiration, except in some ])k>cc8. It is 
a difficult matter to unite grace with strength ; the one 
is generally at the expense of the other; and the 
‘Huguenots’ is massive and cyclo])oan rather than 
n^niarkable for ideal beauty of form, and has 8inc% been 
surpasseii by ‘ The Prophet, ’ Meyerbeer’s last prewiue- 
tion ; which, after flfleen years of silent kVour, he has' 
given to the public as a work •which wiU send his 
name down to distant ages and distant nations. Its 
detiudied melodies will not stand a comparison with 
those of Rossini, Bellini, and Donizetti, and therefore 
Prophet’ con never be popular chamber-music. 
Italian melodies are like the pictures of a gaUeiy, 
complete in themselves, and may be enjoyed even if 
removed ; while the various parts of ‘ Tfw Prophet ' 
are like the columns of a hall, admirable as parts of 
thti structure, hut incapable of separatign without ruin. 
A work such as ‘The Prophet* must bo regarded as a 
whole, and is a mixture of the grand oratorijd style of 
Handel and the fervid passion of Gluck, with that 
rich massive orchestral power in which Meyerbeer 
shows hinjself as a worthy occupant of the throne of 
Becithoven. 

In order to understjyd this mreat artist and his ne>v 
school, we shall attempt to seu ‘The Prophet’ in a few' 
lines beforo the mind’s eye and ear of tlie reader ; and 
flrst let us remark, that the vaulting ambition of 
M('yerbeer eschew^s all subjects of a quiet or partial 
character : he must have a broad can>%s, 'with nume- 
rous figures, bold light and shade, ^flaovemgnt, variety, 
and complication, as a Vehicle for a description of lyric 
drama, not illustrative of on incident, but of some 
great historical epoch, abounding in incidents. It| 
‘Robert le Dinble,* the middle ages iraraodiatedy pre- 
ceding the period of the Crusades, surroundod witJi the 
sidendours of chivalry and the terrors of suj^stiflon, 
seem to awake after a slumber of eight contu^s. ‘The 
Hugueiiots’ is taken from that p^' ^S^rench history 
of which the bare cliroifiole is tnRlUng romance ; and 
in ‘ The Prophet* we liave that most extraordinary of 
the episodes of the Eeforpiation, In which the^Ana- 
baptists of Munster recognised John of Leyden as 
[ prophet, prle^l* and king. 


This opera commences with a view in jiJblland, at the 
mte pf ^ Oasllev us with a glancse at ^ 

tumble early fortunes of John, who was a Dutchmen, 
and of that exorcise of feudal^ind priestly power which 
lent each other a hand in precipitating the social and 
religious revolution of the period. In the beginning of 
the sixteenth century, we see John of Leyden, a poor 
tailor and innkeeper, interruptod in the preparations 
for his marriage with Bertha, by the lord of the manor 
intorposing his authority. The exercise of this feudal 
privilege not j^nly shocks John and his mother, and 
appals Ixis bride, but excites the indignation of a people 
ripe foi^revolutioif ; and tl||ee Anabaptist elders, dad m 
deep black, with jstem countenances, appear to fortify 
tlieir resolutions, as the rtgiresentatives of tlie supe- 
riority of spiritual over temporal powe*. This is tlie 
business of the ffirst act, the music of which is managed 
with consummftte skill, commencing with the melan- 
choly pipe of a peasant sitting on the bridge, as if 
deploring the excesses of priestly and feudal domination, 
and then rising progressively to a musical climax in the 
so-called ‘ flail chorus,* which is the first full outburst 
of popular frenzy. 

In the next act, the bride floes, and is hidden by 
John of Leyden; hut Ids mother being brought before 
him by the myrmidons of the feudal lord, and threat- 
ened with death if she be not given up, the bride comes 
forth and generously surrenders herself. John becomes 
frantic, and his thirst of vengeance prepares him for 
any hallucination. On recounting a strange dream, lie 
is persuaded by the elders to assimie the character of 
proiihet and deliverer of the people from feudal and 
priestly tyranny. In the following act, the revolu- 
tionary drama advances. Winter lias incrusted the 
wide plains of Westphalia with nipping frost. Tlio 
people are conquerors. Tries ts, barons, and ladies, 
terror-struck, beg their lives of the frenzied mob ; 
imd we see that the reformation was so far no mere 
matter of theological subtleties. Hundreds of skaters 
pass and repass on the river below, while darkness 
covers the earth, and a grand cVoral-hymn resounds 
tlirough the camp, while a sun, produced by elwtrical 
light, is seen to rise in the east. 

We are then carried into the city of Munster, which 
has become the possession of the Anabaptists (a.i>. 
1634), and where Jolm of Leyden was crowned with 
groat pomp, during ■Hiiicli scene is presented one of 
the most striking and dramatic situations that can be 
conceived. Tlie mother of John enters the cathedral, 
and recognises in the impostor her own son ; but he, 
struck with guilt, feels that to own his humble mother 
will be ruin. She 'wislies to aiipeal to his lilial afibc- 
tion ; but the oldors menace her with death, and 
John lumselt^ his criininal ambition gaining the mas- 
tery, asks her, w'ith an agitated and a guilty counter 
nance, who slie is. And after a scene of the highest 
interest, see her maternal affection so strong, as 
to deny her own identity, in order not to expose her 
ifon; on which the credulous mob proclaim him to 
have performed a miracle, in restoring reason to the 
insane old woman wlio beUe^d herself to be his 
motlier. The effect of this scene is electrical. The 
grand coronation -march with whiefi it is heralded — 
the pefdjng xirgan — the loud anthem ; and, with tliis 
conjunction of dramatic effect and inspiring music, 
tlfc Acting ^nd Binging of ^tadain Viardot, who spars 
to tlie. highest flight of tragic declamation realise 
th^ union of the fervour of Gluck with the majesty 
of Handel, and a harmonic richness miknown to either, 
which has made the Trophet a landmark in musical 
^history^ As for tlie fifth act, although containing some 
fine things, and eai^tial to the conclusion of the career 
of J^n of Leyden, w hose grandeur was succeeded by 
defeat and death, it*fall8 off ; and both author and com- 
I poser would have done wxR to finish with the cathedral 
scene. ' • I 
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/ Cfyvent prices and in tho olus$ of habitats, cdinpesi^ and Jacmtive cstdlbllshmmt 

dilFers Uttle the Queen’s Theatre. IfWith its daric^ leaving the other open for English opom; that is to 
crimson h^gitlg^ say, for not only classical foreign operas tnmslatcHi 

ricljfer and tn^i^ 8paciou6*app«»miice than the Qu^ into English, but as an aroia for the employment of 
with its damask and horse-shoe form, but is English singers, and of the rapidly rising school of 

less Bght and elegant in general efi^t. Having, as English musical composers. An essential feature of 
already stated, no ballet, it appeals less to the eye; the plan should be a scale of prices for the Englisli 
but no expense is spared in costume and scenery, as opera, such as hrould render good music more acccs- 
accessorial to the gratification of- the ear; and few siUe to the middle classes. For the direction of such 
things are finer than the production of even operas of a thoatfo Mr Balfc has been unanimously designated 
light music, such as the ^MasanioHo’ Aiiber— with by the native musical public as btyond nil comparison 
the azure atmosphere and the unruffled sea thatwoslies th^ Ihost fitting individual: and we close this article 
the Bay of Naples, its picUvr^sque dmeing pcAipfi and with a vety short accoimt of the musicml career of the 
soft Circcan melodics wodSig the mpst obdurate ears only English composer who has ever been universally 
from the first chorus to tl^ last finale, wdien the erup- popular on tlic continent of Eurojw. 


tiou from thc«t^rater shows the mountain ribbed with 
seething lava. * | 


Mr Balfe was lx>rn in Dublin in the year 1808, and 
when a youth of only sixteen, was so admirable n violin 


As for the company, its excellence if fully on a par player, as to attract the attention of Mr Charles Horne ; 
witU the high class of music selected, and with the effi- and being brought forward by him, played coticertos at 
cieney t>f the orchestra. The soprano prima donna is several oratorios in J^ngland, in live palmy days of 
Madame Grisi, who has been for nearly twenty years at Braham and Mrs Salmon. During this tour an in- 
the head of her profession, and whose dfamatic expe- cidqnt occurred W'hieh had a great influence on liis 
rtence has been gatheriiig new strength ever since her fortunes. Count Mazzara, a wealthy Koman travelling 
first appearance in the Queen’s llieatre, in ^La Gazza in F^gland, having heard a ballad composed by Balfl*, 
Ladra,* in the year 1833, she having appear^ the pro- ontiwed ‘The Dover’s Mistake,’ at once advised him 
vious season in Paris, where lier cismontane repii- to go to Italy and study composition ; n liile at tlio 
tationwas nuvde. Her voice is in freshness not greatly same time he offertnl him a home in bis own palace, 
abated; and although in delicacy of quality it does Thus favoured by fortune, B.nlfo, at the age of soven- 
not equal that of Jenny Lind, Grisi is altogether the tecn^ set out for Italy, and, by a singular coincidence, 
first dramatic soprano now on the stage. The first the Cou|}tess Mazzara finding in him a gi-cat rescmi- 
contralto is Madame Viardot Garcia, the sister of the blance to a son she had lost, the young artist W!if< 
late Miilibran ; and of her voict> wo may say that adopted by her. 

in fulness of volume and compact Ix’auty it is not For two years Balfe laboiuxxl .at comi>osition under 
equal to that of Alboni, yet in dramatic power slie not Fodcrici, then one of the best contra -puutists of his 
only surpasses that singer, but may fairly challenge day; and in 1827, when only nineteen years of age, 
comparison with any tragic actress of our o^ni gene- he tried his youthful skill in the composition of tlio 
ration. OM o]x?ra frequenters have been hejird to say music of a ballet for the theatre of La Scala, in Milan, 
that since the days of fciiddons, half a century ago, the on th€ subject of La Perouse. This l>cing successful, 
stage has presented nothing superior to tlie acting of he was intrixiueed to Rossini, tlien musical director of ; 


Viardot in ‘ The Prophet.* 


the Italiamojiera at Paris,' and commenced liis theatri- 


The principal mail; singers are Mario, Taraburini, and cal career as bass sihger at a salnry of L.tJOO, playing 
others, a notice of all of whom would swell tliis article Fig-aro lo Siintago Rosiua, in the iiarla r of SevilU*, for 
to an uncongcionable length. The former may be called iiiiu; successive nights. Balfe revisited Italy in i 830, and 
the finest tenor of the day; for although he cannot had eomposexl his first oiktu, entitled * Atala,’ founded 
combine the same amount of jxiwer and sweetness in n on Chateaubriand’s romance of that name ; but unlbr- 


the other first tenor of Coven t Ganlen, yet in fulness, veiling, his 


k) 


opiTR never saw the light. But a 


steacliness, equability of voice, grace of ornament, and circuraBtance soon i»cciim*d which again put his ]>o\vcr8 
dramatic experience, he takes the precedence of that into requisition. Being engaged for a year, in 18:H), 
singer. We may add that Mario i.s a stage name, as as first bass-sii^er at I'alermo, the rcvolutiojlary s])irit 
this gcntleumn is an Italian count of ancient family. of that year passed from the arena of ]x>litics to that of 
The firSrt barytone is Signor Tamburini, who was the arts. IThe chorus revolted, from some motive that 
born at Faenza in 1800, and is now consequently fifty- does not appt.‘ar, and the director having said to Balfc, 
one years of age. He is the son of a horn-player of ‘Oh for an opera like “11 Matrimonio S(*creto,” that 
the cathedral of that towm, who brought his son up to would enable me to do without a chorus!’ Balfe wroli' 
his own instrument, though from weakness of chest the his second, aud produced his first ojxtra, *1 JBvali.' 
lad gave it up, and took to sing the contralto parts The nlteinpt was successful, and niade him well know ji 
in the cathedral. At the change of his voice, he setilcd as a composer to the •Italian ^iublic; and having, in 
into a low barytone, and first appeared at Ceuto, tUe 1832, sung with Molibran at the Feniw of Venice, that 
birthplace of' Guido, in 1818, whicji led to an engage- accomplished singer and actress made his talents know n 
ment in Naples, in Mi1iin,^ienna, and Paris. His voice to Mr Bunn, and in 1835 Ids first English opera, 
is capable of taking boss parts ; but his powTr lies in the ‘ Siege of €lochelle,* was produced in Drury Lnne. 
the florid baryton?, as in* Coitadino’ and ‘Pirata.* If This cstabjished reputation, and was succeeded 
in a notice of the principal singers of Co veiR Garden by many others, which it is fiot necessary to parti- 
W'e omit Madame Custellane; Zelger, Tagliatlco, and cularise; but the most successful of which was the 
several others it is firom^want of space, not*frdm ^Bohemian Girl,’ produced In 18*13, with such signal i 
lack of appreciation of their merits. success, that he was calkxl to Vienna, where the ()i>era 

It may be easily ima^ned how formjdablc such a stood the test of the oritical audience of a inetroiM»lis, 
rivalry rauri; be to the Queen’s Theatre. Mr Lumley which 1|^ seen the triumphs of Mozart, Haydn, niul , 
has h^n induced to brii^ out Shaksjxsorc's Tempest, Beetliov^ Mr {^alfe has also written several operas ' 
with all llte aids and appliances of Halevi’s music, and| for the Frenoh^jm^; and the last accounts of hijn 
the ibU strcngili of his company ; ]l#it in spite of all state that, haring%raposed a new otKjra, it is to be ^ 


, tMs exp^diture and labour on a noble subject, there 
!li no appears of Covent Ganlfti closing its d^rs. 
I'Xt Is tmieh to be regretted that some arrangements 


to the fijrong of strangers expected to crowd 
Iiohiibn during the forthcoming Exhibition. Let us 
hopO lhat it wilL be successful, and that this spi^cimen 


^ made fbr concentmting; l^e ttrOngth of both | (^ our lyric drama take a place; widch, until the 

■.‘.■I',; : ^ ;* ^ ^ 


# 
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advent of Mr Balfe, baa b0en unartimoualy refused to 
Great Britain in tliis department of the ‘arts and 
industry of all nations.* 



A TWELVEMONTH IN CALCUTTA., 

umnoo COMiSBK— PARBltK FAMILY — OIIBSS— KMBARKATIOK OF 
KLRPUANT8— FANCY BALL. • * 


! December 5. — Wc had long promised ourselves a visit ^o 
I the Hindoo College, but never made ^his intention out 
j till to-day. It was a very interesting siglit. Ine boys 
looked well and lively, the teachers good-naturedf but 
pale and wbrn, at least those among thcm^who are 
European. Several classes are taught by Ibeir own 
pundits, who seemed especially pleased to sec us, or 
probably any strangers. The friend wlio accompanied 
Edward, Arthur, and me, exaniinod the highest English 
class for our benefit, to the great joy of tlie teacher,, 
who (jornplains tliat the gentlemen of tlie presidency 
never wgie to see how the boy^get on. They were 
just now prc'paring for a public exhibition, and were 
all quite aware of the value of a few private rehearsals. 
Tlie i>upils we were to hear questioned first were 
all fourteen 'years old or uiiwards, they spoke English 
fluently, sccnied inielligeiit, looked bright, and appa- 
rently liked being tlms noticed, perhaps in the lioiic of 
the half-holiday usually asked for by any hwly visitor. 
Ill history they were rending our own, and had arrived 
at tin; reign of Elizabeth. They were perfectly correct 
in all faot.s, names, and dates; and they drew such just 
coji' lusions from these premises, as evidenced great 
care in their instructor, not only in teaching them 
what w"as liast, but its application to the jirosent, thus 
bringing forw ard the reflecting powers of his pflpils as 
they proceeded ; for no iw^o gave the same aiisw'er, nor 
! were any tw^o of exactly the same opinion either as to 
j the propriety of events, or the characters of the actors 
: i]i tliein. They were perfectly acquainted with the 
I great inen in all departments who had figured in that 
j i or any iirccecling reign. 11* one of them ,w'ere at a 
|! loss, another could always set him right; and their 
I nqilies were all made without t^e book — extempore, as 
were the questions put to them. We could detect 
neither shyness, nor forwardness, nor envy among them 
— it was altogtahcr a very interesting scene. We had 
then a little bit of amusement. Arthur gravely 
! demanded their opinions upon some of the political 
j matters of the day. They gave them seadiV^^, as from 
I minds quite made up — ultra liberal in the extreme, 

I their ideas* all taken from the- new’spajHjrs of tliat side 
in whieh they are deeply read — ^I.iord llrougham their 
hero. They next gave us some retulings from Shak- 
.siietirc’s scenes, taking each his character, ami they 
really astonished us. They dole upon Shokspeare, 

; understand liini, feel his sentiments .and his pietry, 

I and give nearly perfect expression to his meaning. 

I Their vtiiees are naturally soft, low-toned, and melo- 
' dious; and having l>een*well tailght from the beginning 
to attend to the sense more than to the rhythm of the 
I verse, their recitation whs curiously beautiful. The 
licjul boy, a hul of seventeen, was particularly at home 
in his appreciation of tliis ‘oracle of natufc.’ He quite 
amazed us by his explanation of pljisoloto w'onls aiul 
inverted passages, and by tlie occasionally line expres- 
sion of his voi<;e and eye. 

We next put some questions to the junior classc s 
geography, grammar, liistory, arithmetic, all were i.s- 
fiictorily answered. The drawingfclass was very goo»l — 
niaps, hvnclscatK^s, and figures verj' promising. -A ebtss 
of some little lK>ys, of from four to teg years evage, was 
almost the mos t amusing of any in the jsrdiools. Thc'y 
were otdy in the rudiments, whichi^ero taught to them 
very agreeably, Tliey were lively little creatures, 
some of them very pretty. It is easy to distinguish 
the Uigh-cHsto boys fVom those of lower orders: inde- 
pendent of tlieir better dress, thqir look and bearing is 


quite sup^r, . It is certainly a great to have so 
far eonqvei^ the deeply -rooted prejudices of the 
iiativ'es in to gs to have brought* so many 

chlldreii of different castes ^together at this Hindoo 
college, where the young Bralimaii stands up in the 
same form and aits on the same bencli with his lower- 
castc brethren, or maybe with those of no caste at 
all ; but it is curious to know how entirely tViey keep 
aloof from contamination when out of school — imme- 
diately then resuming their own peculiarly exclusive 
habits. I observed one natural curiosity in this collci;- 
tiiiq of young Tlliiidoos : a boy, with hair quite red ; 
his coinf)lexion was in ^inwisc different from otlicr 
natives, but ho liad an OOTk countenance, and looked 
more stupid tluui the rest of^fhe children. 

CM. — We went this morUiiig to viiqt the Parsee 
ladies; but before entering oti the particulars of our 
iiiterview, I mmst tell you that we liad each of us secret 
Jasons for waiting ui>on these new acquaintiuice, I 
ai'i preparing some figures for your cabinet of costumes, 
wliich I wish to make. as true. to nature as possible: 1 
tlierefore iutondod making a most minutely-accurate 
examination of toilette matters ; while Caroline’s pur- 
pose was to borrow some jewels, ns she is going very 
splendid to a fancy ball, whieh is to bo. given in a few 
days by a*very spirited party of bacliclors. We met 
with no difflciiltii*s on preferring our riHpiests. I rather 
think, indeed, they were flattered by feeling able to 
ol)Ii.ge us ; for they took every kind of trouble to assist 
us, air apjHiaring and crowding about us — womtm, and 
children, and attendant.^ — seemingly most anxious to 
be of use, and quite amused and interested with our 
sehemes — the old mother above all She sent her 
daughters here and thenj on all sorts of messages, and 
chattered and laughed uneeiisingly. They luid a pretty 
long journey to go occasionally ; for they are at this 
time not living in their garden-house, but in their 
immense factory of a residence in the denser part of 
the native town, vvhich serves for w^afehouso, eounting- 
l\|.)use, stor‘^housc, and ordinary domicile for all rami- 
fications of these extensive families. Tliese town-houses 
arc for the most part of great size, generally built round 
the four sides of a large court, without one good room 
in all tlie vast number of private apartmemts. In this 
l*arscxj abode there are as injiuy as thrt‘e hundred small 
dark cells. Into half of which i am sure but little light 
or air can enter, and wlicrc furniture would seem to be 
as little necessary; for wdth the exception of some few 
lievlstcads, there was none as far as we could see. The 
verandas are sptudous, and the house-top better still 
after the sun is down. By the by, Edward has taken to 
playclicss up thereof an evening— native faslfion — with 
Ids new friend tlie race-horse man ; and there they sit, 
as grave as two Turks, till the darkness of night over- 
shadows them. 

But I inqst go back to the dress of the Parsoe ladies. 
It is surprising how little clothing they wear, for they 
were not in full dress on this occasion ; their garments 
were of homely texture, and therc‘ were no shoes and 
stockings. A short inner vest of muslin just reaches 
the waist ; in fact, it is a men^ bq^y with short sleeves : 
the drawers are very full. They reach down to the 
ankles, but only up to the hips, rouftd w'hich they are 
drawn, thus ileaving a goixl wide space of naked skin 
between t^icm and the little body. A small tight silken 
jadkeB goeapn over these, and the long web of sUk or 
cotton, calleu the saree, compfetes tlie dress. There is 
soiBB dexteritjr required to arrange the sarqe, for no 
pins are nsed. One end is tucked into the belt of the 
drawers bohiud, then some yards are plaited ujp in the 
^and—possed between the legs — brought tip in front, 
and fastened to tlie string of the drawers b^re— tucked 
into the belt, falling down in prett.t dra^ry in front, 
but soanty and ugly y*and indeed decent, behind, 

although the other end, thrown oyer the head and shoul- 
ders, fSls low abautf he flgiire. Wien I had thoroughly 
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, cxmiiined tl^) the Pitnee ladies^ na of f(ght« 

nutel;^ flomtinlaod mo ; and the dts of Ifughter ^lidtod 
W my oci^plcx attiro>^^t^^ ^damatlpne of wqiidet— 
me nuixiei^ua mquirics^as to the use or heocMt^ of 
, coTtadfi articles of niy clothinig^ and fiiir|>riio at the 
foMi io euri6fURly coiitrired far them, cannot be iet 
dowtt 'M complimentary to the fkahioilable 

' *610 jewels were lent with i^leastir^ and were to be 

parried to us next day by the eldest eon. They were 
of such value, I should not have liked ^0 borrow them ; 

. but Cary had no fears. *• 

8tA . — This was a day oCwjal huetle, for the Goolie 
bazaar is a long way dowff the river, and we Were to 
be there by ten o’clock, (p see the enibarkation of the 
olejihants. The large male elephant declined to put his 
foot upon the jetty or pier, along which it was intended 
he should, walk towards the steamer; •which had been 
w^arped Up so close, that it was expected One turn of the 
crane eroctetl there would have hoisted the huge antmal 
, right over the main hateh, when he could have been 
immediately lowered Into his berth. Wien we came 
in sight of him, he was down on his knees, for about 
the twentieth time, in token of his refusal to move in 
obedience to the mohaut seated on his neck. Many 
times the spur of the hook indufied him to rise slowly 
till his broad back towered above the surrounding 
crowd, his head turned to the ship, but one step for- 
ward he would not make. So he kneeled down again. 
When standing, he looked to lie about twice the height 
Of the tallest man. Hie female elephant, longer tamed 
and better trained, had walked to tlie end of the jetty 
and back again several times to show him tlie way, but 
ho seemed aVare of his greater weight, and that what 
would support her might yield under liim ; for his 
great foot having once struck the sounding planks, no 
power could move him to venture on them. After a 
couple of hours of vain attempts, the whole plan of 
operations had to be altered. The ship was unmoored, 
and swung round some twenty yards higher up the 
stream, and the elcjphants were to swim to her side. 
The two enormous creatures turned at tlie bidding of 
tlieir guides, walked leisur ly along the quay, and 
entered the water with a sort of stately docility, which 
gave a certain dignity to tlieir unwieldy ugliness. They 
were both of them well cased in slings made of strong 
canvas, and the larger one carried several men uiion 
his back engaged in arranging the cords attached to his 
canvas casing. Tlie mohauts prepared for sternly seats 
by closely embracing the necks of the animals with 
their legs. ^ thi<?k bed of mud extends close to the 
bank, thfbugh wliich they had to make their way 
before attaining the deep water. On entering tliis, the 
Slingsmen slipt oif, and the female qiuetly leading, the 
male followed, both sinking knoc-deep at every step,^ 
and raising up their gigantic limbs for the next stride* 
with apparent di^culty. When they got beyond their 
depth, they rolled off like enormous porpoises, swim- 
ming In the direction required, in obedience to the iron 
nook. They soon near^ the vessel, but close up to 
' her the larger elepham mmld not go : no pricking, no 
coaxing, lio^menaces, offectwi his dogged determination 
to keep bis distance. At last he wheeled about and 
began to swim back to shore. Tlie mcfiauji got him 
turned again, and brought liim to the Ship-Bid:^ once 
more, when round he whaled again ; and id the gatne 
continued. There ap|iearod now to be much con- 
sultotion A crane had been irrected on*the 

deckjW^^' the hatchway, for the purpose of the 
^ at Bnea, and this, it seems, it was 

■ ' . ugQ .'-of. in the preeent perplesdtyjt 

ofv the main hatoh had been coniiderabiy 
i to'admft tlie bodies of these monstrotti crea- 

this opening, juA beneath the crane, 
parties, certainjy to tonie dilm^ 

1 ^ loweited steamer, men . 

With long cords having iron hooks fastened to the end 
of them, descended into it, and rowed as near the poor 
frightened elephant as they dar^. Two or three of 
them then jumped into the river, and swimming 
towards him, wa&y climbed upon the hxige hack as it 
lay suadly upon the water. They fastened their hooks 
into„the rings fixed in the slings bound round him, 
and then slippdfi off, without his attempting to molest 
tls?m, carrying tlie cords attached to the hooks in their 
hands, e Half of these cords were thus fastened to each 
side of the elephant ; and they were respectively caught 
b/parti^ of men on the quay and on the deck of the 
steamer, and passed through pullies attached to a 
windlasETOnd a capstan. Now began an exciting scene. 
An immense crowd covered the shore, boats innume- 
rable lay upon the water, and a large Company stood 
upon the deck. Tlie preparations being completed by 
signal-masters on the quay and near the capstan, the 
monstrous creature liegan to m6ve. As his immense 
ciwcass rose helplessin the air, a nervous halfjptfflcd cry 
hurst from all the multitude. Tlie animal lumself wag 
exceedingly terrified, as was seen by the nervous twit(;h- 
ings of his head and legs, though be was periV ctly 
quiqscent under this astounding mode of transport. 
Hie ropes from the ship pulled him steadily towards 
her, those from thd shore kept him as steadily hatrk ; so 
that there could be no jerk to hurt him. The men 
who worked the ropes kept their eyes fixed on the sig- 
nal-Riasters, whose directions were all given by varioiug 
motions of the arms. Hegularly worked the ropes, 
lengthening on the* shore side^ shortening on the shij) 
side, thl the elephant swung slowly over the deck above 
the o^n hatchway, the mohaut still his neck, 

bravely kc>epmg his seat there, and coaxing and fondling 
his huge charge during the whole operation. Tliey 
descended slowly together, the man and the elephant — 
the elephant sinking down the abyss slightly struggling, 
and ^he man-^ust at the critical moment, wheji n 
more than ordinary nen'ous plunge might have daslicd 
liim agalnat the crane — sliding easily from his dangerous 
position, and stanefing safe upon the ckek. Then a 
sh<3iit did rend the air :*a waving of hats and handker- 
chiefs accompanying the wild huzzas: it was a sort 
of delirium for the moment. One of our party told us 
that the fiirst time an elephant was i>ut on board siiip 
at Calcutta, ^ one native wonld believe such an uikUt- 
tnking to possible accomplishment. They fully 

expected to seC the English machinery at fault, and 
to have a laugh at the Bellatee sahibs. Thci/ astonisli- i 
ment at the ixjsult w^as proportionably groiit, their * 
admiration unbounded. For mo, 1 grudgwl the pticha 
Ids present, thinking of all the fear the poor animals j 
had gone through, and all the discomfort tliey would i 
have to undergo. The hatehw^ay had hardly been 
sufficiently enlat^ed — it only barely admitted this hug(^ 
freight ; and an enormous foot escaping from a loosened 
cord, caused tlie male^elephanj; to do some damage to 
the poultry coops. One of these was quite broken by 
tlie blow, and all it! Imprisoned inmates sent fluttering 
about, more alarmed than pleased by their sudden 
liberty. 

Another adbident happened afterwards that miglit 
have been «n6re sorious. The fcmal(i elephant, though 
more easily Iwl to the VCssell, was less manageable 
during her descent to her berth ; and in her strtigglcs 
«hc Imocked an officer down before her a fall of many 
feet through Iwth the docks. He was stunned, but not 
otherwise injured, altifough some liours elapsed l)cfbre i 
he camMuite to himself. As soon as these creatures 
were faifly secutod below, they were regaled with 
sugar-cane, whMsi tbpy devourea with an avidity quite 
reassuring as to any 111 effects upon thdx nervous 
systems from the exploit of the morning. Tlie male 

Is clor^ feet liigh, and fifteen feet long— very large for 
this part of the world, where the general idzo is much 
less than that of the Ceyl<m or 'VV'o 

■■ ■ ■■ ' ,i;in IJ!-. ' • j ’ ' 
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lieurd front some friends who remained later than our- ' 
selves, that after eating the sugar-cane, the large ele- 
phant became much excited, knocked all Ms bcrtli to 
pieces, and conducted hinfc^ so violently it was dan- 
gerous to go near him : they had some difficulty in 
chaining him properly up. He really could not be a 
, pleasant sliipmate, and so probably most people^ have 
thought; for almost all the passengers who had in- 
tended going to Suez in this steamer, have forfei^id 
their passage-money rather than ijin the ri^ of an 
iiitroduction to such society. 

9/A. — The fancy ball took place last night. I den*t 
exactly know what Cary called her dress : it was Eastern 
certainly, and suited her well, which I suppfce was all 
she wanted. She wore a turban, a tunic, and full drawers 
— all of rich materials glittering with gold and jewels. 
Her diamond stomacher was worth a thousand pounds : 
her three rows of large pearls for a necklace near as. 
much: her earrings were very costly: tlie aigrett^'lf^ 
and clasps about her liead, som^of tliem priceless, as ^ 
wore tlio ornaments she stuck about her sleeves ; for 
overywliere she possibly could jdace them, she sewed 
on brilliants. Slie was all in a blaze, her husband said. 
He wore a real Turkish dress, which he had got at 
Constantinople some years ago. Mr Black wal an 
Al])anian i)irate, in a very splendid dress, with such 
liaiidsome pistols in liis belt — two pair of them, and a 
cutlass, and a great number of riclily-studded baldrics, 
and sashes, and other adornments. Helun wor« the 
costume of a Greek girl, which suited her peculiar 
of beauty so well. We wlto knew the family 
History were quite amused some one saying, when 
they walked about together, that the pirate had run 
off with his bride : at which he laughed, and she 
blushed, as a willing captive might be supposed to do. 

THE LENTIX. IN SCOTLANI^ 

Tim Ki cum kns^ nlthough a new field-crop in Scotland, 
in its cultivation as an articte of focRl, is so y^ell known 
abroad, ospetiially in Catholic countries, that the very 
name Lent is unquestionahly (lerived from the use of 
lentils during that period of abstinence from all sorts of 
animal rliet. As green crop for cattle-feeding, however, 
we (Mn trace its intmduetiou into Britain three hundred 
years back: the date wliich Mr Lawson gives being 
Joi5. But be adds in his ‘ Agriculturists’ Mamuil,* 
that ^ altlioiigh well adapted to our cliniats, its culti- 
vation has not been attended to* — for M’liat good i*cjuson 
it is difficult to discover, unless, like other items of 
Iiushaiidry prat’tised by the monks in* the vicinity of 
their settlements, it ’was driven out with the Refor- 
mation. Tlie vine, which was general in the south of 
England, shared this late. The Ervum lens belongs 
to the general order lenumhosec ; in generic character 
its calyx is five-parted ; segments linear, acute ; corolla, 
8ub-c(iual ; ixwi, oblong, and two and four seeded. Six 
sp<,xdes are natives of ^he norHiern hemisphere. The 
species termed botanically Ervum tetraspermim fursutum, 
presents us wdth those troublesome weeds of the New- 
i’estiiment parable eiilled tares. Tliey are natives of 
i'higland; Imt t he Ervum kus^ the lentil, iagi native of the 
soutli of Fmrope. Tlic eatable lenticular seed is of very 
ancient culture. On lh« autliority of Genesis xxv. fi 1, 
it di.stiiictly formed tlie mess of reel pottage for whu li 
Esau sold his hirthrlglit. Several refrronces to it occuj 
elsewhere in holy ivrit, as in 2d Sain. xvii. 28 ; xxiii. 1 1 ; 
and Ezek. iv. 9. It constitutes at the present time much 
of the food of the common i>eople of many c^tinejital 
f states, being not only the cheapest, Ijjit the riKst pala- 
table and nutritious 4ict. For the value of itvopence 
six men may dine well on lentils^ and as tliis extra- 
ordinary fact will doubtless excite the attention both 
of the poor and the benevolent, we shall mention the 
vadous modes of cooking adopted. 

Steep the lentils an hour or two in cold water ; then 


takei them out and place them in o. gobl(‘t,^th enough 
of water to c^er the surface; adding a littlo butterj 
some Salt^ and flavouring with parsley. .Vlactfthe whole 
odfer a sk)w ArOi They must btoil slowly ; and care must 
-he tiUren to add water enough 4o keep the surfiice 
covered, but merely covered. 

They may bo boiled with ham, bacon, sausage, or 
merely with water and salt, or prepared afterwards 
witli onion h la maitre d’hdid. 

In schools, barracks, or large boarding establish- 
ments, they are often boiled in salt and water; and 
vihen cool the llrater is poured off, and they are dressed 
with oilf vinegar, lifcnia French salad. 

When the lentil is hruillid or ground into meal, it 
makes an excelleift pwrtfe, wiUi wildfowl or roasted game* 

It is prepared also like peas for sopps, dumplings, 
puddings, • 

One single p(wnd of meal makes soup sufficient for 
i>ersons ; or a iindding-dumpling, purt^e, &c. for 
«i>: ; and the pound costs from 2d. to 3d. in France or 
Germany. 

Being exc(^edingly nutritious, lentils would make a 
capital substitute for potatoes; and it is mainly on this 
ground that the recent efforts of a French gentleman, 
M. Guillcrcz, of Castle Street, Edinburgh, liavo been 
directed fl) bring about tlieir adoption as a British 
field-crop. But M-hy is it that, having free trade in 
corn of all kinds, this foreign crop is not in the mean- 
time more largely imported for British consumption ? 
This is a singular circumstance, for it aflbrds one of 
the most popular of all dishes abroad; the finest or 
small brown kind — which is also the most prolific — ■ 
being esteemed a delicacy by the rich, and highly 
relished by the poor. Tlie very paucity of the supplies 
that have lately reached ns of the flour of lentils have 
tempted those by wdiom it is vended as food for inva- 
lids, to palm off mixtures of bran-meal, and other legu- 
minous products, for the genuine article. And tlie high 
price put upon the packages doled out so mysteriously, 
and piified so extensively, would preclude the public 
irom enjoying tlie advantages of tli^s cheap and plentiful 
description of food, even if their contents were legiti- 
mate. 

The character of the lentil, both intrinsic and eco- 
nomical, ’would seem to point it out as a proper substi- 
tute for the ]K>tato ; and. tlie important question is, 
whether it would thrive under general culture in this 
soil and climate as luxuriantly .as tliat r(X)t? One of 
our scientific gi'owers (L.'iwsoii) has already given his 
testimony in the affu-mativ’O — ‘Agriculturists' Manual,* 
p. 95. J)r Fahiekheoll failed, indeed, in. an attempt 
to cultivate them twenty years ago, at (?tinonmills, 
neai’ Edinburgh ; but Messrs P. Lawson & Son riiiencd 
specimens of the seed of the larger lentil at their 
Meadowbank nursery in 1835. They were sown on 
the 7th April, were in flower on the Gth July, and 
ripened the second ’ivoek of August. The only sys- 
tematic and persevering attempts, however, to ripen 
the seed, and act;limatiso the plant, have been those 
of M. Guillerez. These have been carried on at Queens- 
ferry; and in the course of hi# efperiments, it has been 
found that seed of his own produce riixmctl there, and 
proved more luxuriant than continental seed newly 
imported fresn France, given to liim in exchange by 
Lord Muh’ay. Here, then, there is room to hope that, 
if mo! already predisposed for^vegetating kindly in our 
climate, the lentil is in a fair way of being accUmated. 

M. Guillerez’s plants grew, wo believe, to two 
and even three feet in height— a luxuriance seldom 
attained in France: and yet his experitnents could 
ihardly be said to have been made under ciU^umstances 
tlie most favourable for the growth of fisejalants. A 
dry warm soil is requisite for the lentlL TOs gentle- 
man, however, sowed his at Queeaisfcrry in heavy 
garden-ground, manured with se^We^ and common 
monurof He put i | the seed at various periods, some 
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i^ontiiifl^rlier thim others, without eTtpcriqbciAg / Theae. ditfor from each other in fpmi ; one^aa its two 
any sort o^f ^vimtagp from auticipatmg the I ^nda very uhequaJ ; the other approaohea uear/y to the form 

period fottsowi^^ oh the wholC) has thrived at of an ellipaoid. The diinciisiojis of thelatterare.'-'Lai’gcst 


tiio eonciuaUhia,* that in this country the beat timO ibr 
Bowing ia a little later than that for peas— about the 
mid^O of March* There should be from pne to one 
andjilt jiaif budiete to the acre ; with probably a tow of 
hoi^-l^ans between every row of lentiUj to prevent 
their falling, and to save the expense of propping, 
wliicli is never incurred by the foreign farmer. In 
Other resix^cts their treatment, harvesting; &c. are 
similar to those bcistowed upon the pta. The plaiQt 
is of a close branching hal^ producing fron^ 10(f to 
loO, and often a cons}|j|^bly greater number of 
pods. M. Guillerez counted 134 o£ a single stalk, 
tiiid has found his pods fo contain from 1 to 2, and 
occasionally 3* seeds each. In gardens they may of 
course appear in pretty thick rows, 18«inches or 2 feet 
apart, and 5 inches* distant from eacli other. Their 
appearance in this situation is improved by their being 
propped. 

Tlierc are three cultivated varieties t)f Vic lentil — ^tbe 
lentil of Provence, as large as a pea, witii a luxuriant 
straw, better adapted for culture as a tjire than as a 
grain ^for human food; ftie yellow lentil, less in size, 
easily unhnsked, and convertible into Hour, ^erving^as 
the l^se of tlie preparations so much and so long piraed 
in the newspapers; and the email brown lentil, the best 
for use, tlK! most agreeable in tlavour, and preferable to 
all others for liaricots and soups. Tlie two last-named 
v^clies are those which have been grown, and their 
seed ripened, in the open air at Queensferry. 

It Was a very pleasant sight to see this novel and 
agreeable-looking product in bloom at Queensferry in 
the middle of June, covering the drills with a profusion 
of delicate W'hite blossoms. There w as even a peculiar 
charm in the fairy-like tracery of its soft green foliage. 
In tlie beginning of August it was projxjrly podded, 
and within a few days of being riiKJ. In short, the 
experiment, on how'cver limited a scale, ^vasi entirely 
successful ; and it is to be hotted that the prosecution 
of an object so desirable will not be lost sight of. It is 
always to bo remembered that such an ndditicjii to our 
refources must he of essential imiiortaiicc to the |K)or, 
wliether as a substitute for the potato croj) or not ; for 
a pint of the meal, or of the lentils entire, simply 
unhusked, will produce at tins moment two large and 
substanti^ family dishes, at a cost of sixpence; and if 
cultivated in our own fields, at a inuc^h less exixmse. 
Tins vegetable, so generally used in Frtujee in Iniarding- 
schools, in the army, in largo families, and in hospitals, 
is one of the most nutritious and succulent serials in 
existenoc-^hcaper, more wholesome, and more suscej)- 
tible of digestion and assimilation as human food, than 
any description of iKias or beans — making delightful 
soup, very savoury to the taste when cooked with ham, 
or when its farina is used for puddings or pur<ie witli 
any kind of meat* In short, it wants but a knowledge 
and appreciation of its qualities among us to cieate a 
demand which our farmers, having now Ixien shown the 
way, will greatly advance their own interests in study- 
ing to gratify. 


diameter, 12^ iiiches; smallect diameter, 8^ do*; largest 
circumference, 33^ do.; smallest clrcuinfereiice, 283 do. 
The thjeknesfl of the shell is about the eighth of an inch. 
This great Madagascar egg w'ould contain about seven- 
teen English pir^s, and its gross volunfc is six times that 
of an ostri^ egg, and equal to 1 48 ordinary hen eggs. The 
firit question to be decided was^ — Are these the eggs of a 
bird or of a rejitile f The structure of the shells, whicli is 
strictly analogous to that of the eggs belonging to large 
birils^wlth rudimentary wings, would have suificed to deter- 
mine the question ; hut it has been completely set at rest 
by the nHlture of the hones w*hich were sent wdth them. 
One of them is the inferior extremity of the great meta- 
tarsal bone of the left side : the threc-joiiitcd apo]>hyses 
exist, two of them ^ing nearly perfect. Kven a person 
unskilled in comparative anatomy caniiot fail to see that 
these are the remains of a bird. The gigjmtic bird of 
Madagascar, or epiori\^, appears to have difiered hi many 
respects from the 8truthionid£c, and may henceforward 
become the type of a new species in the group of rur/i- 
penriis or brevipenncB. The height of the epiornis, accord- 
ing to the most careful calculations made by comparative 
aiiatfmiists, must have been about twelve Knglish feet, or 
about two feet higher than the largest of the extinct birds 
(dinoriHs) of New Zealand. According to the natives of 
the S.ikalanias tribe, this iniinense creature, althouj.'h 
extremely rare, still exists. In other parts of the inlainJ, 
however, no traces of belief in its present being can be 
found. But there [s a very ancient and universally- 
received tradition amongst the natives relative to a bird 
of colossal size, wdiich used to slay a bull, and fci^d on 
the flesh. To this bird the Malagasies a^<slgn the gigan- 
tic eggs lately found in their island. 


KQ06 40F THE EIU GUMS. « 

Until veiy lately, ostrich eggs were regard^fl as the 
pfw»«f. in they aro mere dwarfs svhci 1 * 00 ^ 1 - 


largest in ex: 


pared 
from the 
the 



whidh M. de Malanau has just sent over 
of Reunion, and which are to be plaeech in 
1 S 0 UIII. l*heir hittoiy is as tollows : — In 
lie, a captain in the merchant service, saw 
I of a Malagasy ^ Figantle petforated egg. 
tioh obtain^ from the natives led to the dls- 
0 other equally Jarp eggs* and some bones. 
If to Paris ; But one of the eggs was 

ly breleiu The others arriri^ in safety, and M; 

has printed t^enhitb the Academy, 
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* nv CALDER CAMPmCI.r. 

A Tum GMT of joy, that risee in the inimi 
'Where sadness hath been sitting many an hour ! 

A lliought of joy, that comes with sudden power 
When least the vvclcome^guest we looked to fiml ! 

Who sends that thought ! Whence springs it ? Like 
the wind, 

Its passage is invisible ! The shower 

That falls isj^n — the lightning o*cr the bo'vcr 

Passes withwery wing, and leaves behind 

Rent boughs and withered buds! But air and thought 

Come ana depart, wc know not how ! Be surc^ 

From Heaven the soltice is ! IjO, as men note 
A gorge<»u8 butterfly, whose tremulous wings — 

AH bright with crimson meal — a glory flings ; 

So joyful thoughts are seen, and sent by angels pure! 


HORN JIOUSES OF I.A8SA, THE CAPITA!. OF THIHKT. 

There im a certain district in the suburbs where the 
houses are built entirek with tfie horns of cattle and 
sheep. These odd edifices arc of extreme solidity, and 
present a rather agreeable appearance to the eye ; the 
horns of the cattle being smooth and white, and ihosCMd' 
the sheep being black and rough. These strange luatc- 
rials admit a wonderful diversity of combinations, and 
form on th% walls *aii infinite variety of designs. Thu 
interstices betw'een the horns are nllcd wdth mortar. 
These are the only houses that arc not whitewashed. 
9he Thibetians have the good taste to leave them in 
their natural state, without endeavouring to add to their 
wild and fantastic beau^* It is superfluous to remark, 
that tbe^^hhbitants of Lassa consume a fair share of 
beef fuid mutton ; %beir honi-houses are an incontestable 
proof of . 
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T ir V P V A r p A P n ia T nations and peojjes siniultaneouely ; for if one of any 

A i j jr ij iv L- 1 . A 1 u 0,1 -L 11.. ' be left out, it goes on according to its old 

Nothing of any value is ever done unless under a flighting notions, and obliges i^eaceably-disiKwed neigli- 
certain degree of enthusiasm, indeed, enthusiasm, hours to remain in arms in self-defence, 
even wlicn verging upon downright craziness, is gene- To this desiHirate job of tcaclung continental nations 
rally more effective in matters of enterprise than cool how to behave themselves, the American lias addressed 
calculation or considerations of prudence. Wise, |lis- himself ; and nothing could he more easy tlian to laugh 
cToet sort of people seldom do anything very novel; at the presumption of undertaking so Hi^ulean a 
they arc too much afraid of what the W'orld will say task. But why deride any plan wliatever'^at aims 
to dare to invent or originate. A total disregard, in at good? By all means let Elihu alone, and see what 
short, of the laughers and simrlcrs is at the bottom he will do in liis own way. "Wesley and Whitefield did 
of the more important class of movements, vdiether very wonderful things by means not quite orthodox, 


public or private. 


and, as is well known, things which orthodoxy left 


-Vniongst the various enthusiasts at present refreshing unlieeded. Wio knows but this wandering blacksmith 
society with their various demonstrations, there is one may, after all, do more to disseminate ideas of peace 
for whom we must own a special regard ; namely, among foreign nations, than any ambassador with ten 
Elihu Burritt, the Peace Apostle. It will be said tliat thousand a year, or other accredited functionary? 

Elihu labours under a decided monomania. Yes; that 'Phe imumer in which Elihu goes to work is worth 
is what is always said of your uncomproniiainjj en- noting. Every month he prepares and issues a smail 
thusiasts— the said enthusiasts entertaining the blessed tract of four octavo liages. The ‘Olive Leaf,’ as this 
convictiuii that they know hotter than all the rest of iiUeresting little jwriodical is called, consists principally 
mankind, and not ciuaiig one pin w hat is tliought of oi short articles, from a few lines to ji column in length, 


mankind, and not ciu'ing one pin 4^’hat is tliought of 
them. 


of short articles, from a few lines to^a column in length, 
all elucidating some point or principle involved in the 


To come to the point : Elihu Burritt, as will be subject of peace. These articles embrace short moral 
known to a tolerably w'ide circle, is an American who, arguments, pointing out the sinfulness, inhumanity, 
having raised himself from the condition of a woi king and folly of war; statistics carefully collated, shewing 
blacksmith, and acquired a wonderful command of the hearings and burdens of the WEgr-system ; anecdotes 
language s, has lor several years been engaged in a and facts in illustration of the power of love, and the 
seemingly hopeless (*nis:idG against war in every shape, beauty of peace and fraternal concord between diffe- 
'rhc.contiiu‘iit of Europe has been tin ■ chief theatre of rent classes, communities, and countries. ITie ‘Olive 
his operations. Four years ago, on tluf occasion of a Leaf,’ as thus described, is circulated over Ciccat Britain 
personal interview with this apostle of rcacc, we and North America ; and the work is regulafly trans- 
^eutured a doubt as to the likelihood of continental lated into French and German for eoiitiuciital circula- 
eountries giving up their reliance on Force ; seeing tion. At first, Hhe French edition was a tract resembling 
that tiicy all sat like so many men each with a da.,gcr tliat in English ; hut the difficulties and expense of 
in Ins hand, and a signilicant look at his neighbour’.^* disposid in fliis form, us well as the obligations of the 
throat. Elihu only ctinipnssu^patcd our incredulity, new stamp law in France, soon compelled a change of 
lie foresaAv tlie approaching commencement of the measures. The plan was resorted to of getting the 
ixugu of eonimon sense. Gontlenoss was to guide the whole contents of the ‘Olive Leaf’ transferred to the 
Ltirth. pag(?s of the newspapers. Tht i(4ca was a happy one, 

'riiese pleasant anticipations could not hut he ruffled and was speedily tested. Elihu went t5 different 
by the sulisequent and entirely unforeseen revolutions European capitals ; spoke to some eaitors, and wrote 
of 1818, every one of whibh was a work of force in its to others. ^Alf entered vrannly inft the proposal, and 
most abrupt and revolting fonii. Warned by the pro- space yos offered at a comparatively moderate charge, 
gress and consequences of these tumults, Elihu hasoNot one mar^iii a thousand ciJuld have gone through 
assumed the c;hariu;ter of teacher ; without, howt^ver, tlie J)lxing with the tact of this uiicomproihising, yet 
abating one jot of his enthusiasim On this grountl ve qui^jt and inoffiiisive enthusiast. To make a long story 
think he is likely for the first time to find res'/for the short, Eliliu has actually procured admissioni for his 
soles of his feet. TJio vorld is much in need of j y tides, deprecatory of war and all its concerns, into 
schoolmasters, and no lesson is desirable than | twelve impers, which ixerforate almo^it every district 

that which inevdeates tlieffolly of ffgUting. But to give | from the Northern Ocean to the Mfedit^anean. Let 
proiier, or at least practical efficacy to admoiiition|} of j us just present a copy of EUhu’s jotting, to shew the 
this kind, it is unfortunately necessary to teach all ■ amount of Ids aiijjitory. The * Evfsuement,’ a Parisian 
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• Jl 


pi|ip^ edit€|J ^dth a circoUtioii of 

80#000 copies; ^ Vosaiche^^Z^ Berljo, 16,000; two 

othev pal^rs in Berlin, with a united circulation of 
1 7,000 oC]^ ; the * Nichrihten,* Hamburg, ll,o6o ; 

^ UlU^at^ S^itung,’ Leipsic, 10,000 ; * Cologne Ga- 
zette,* 10,000 ; ‘ Frankfort JoumaV 12,000 ; ‘ Allege- 
xn^ine Zeitung,’ Augsburg, 15,000; ‘Swabian Her- 
cuiy,’ Stuttgard, 10,000; ‘Austrian Lloyd’s,* Vienna, 

: 10,000; ‘ St Petersburg Journal,* 10,000— the whole 
comprehending a circulation of 159,000 copies. In 
these an ‘ Olive Leaf* appears once evftry month, i^e- 
sides these, articles ready inse^jtipn are d^apatShed 
by post to other newspapirfs on the continent, with tlie 
hope that the editor will transfer th€m to liis columns ; 
thiu putting; into gratuitous and wide-spread circu- 
lation a great variety of arguments ou the impolicy of 
resorting to force, and keeping up lange and expensive 
armies. Several of the leading French journals have 
made these articles texts from wliich to denounce that 
stupendous war-system that preys on the vitals of the 
nation, and makes France a terror to «poacefully-di8- 
posed neighbours. 

It need hardly bo said tliat all this madiinery of 
translating, printing, and distribution, is maintained at 
considerable cost. Burritt’s efforts, however, are sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions in Great Britain and 
America, and, we have reason to 'believe, principally 
from small periodical subscriptions among ladies con- 
nected with the Societ}^ of Friends. In order to impart j 
interest to the undertaking, a number of individuals i 
take a distinct countty in charge. The ladies of Edin- 
burgh, for example, arc at the entire cost of humanising 
Saxony through the agency of these tracts ; and they 
will by and by be able to say to what extent their 
endeavours have been successful. The ladies of Leeds 
have in a similar miinner taken clnirge of Wurtemberg. 
Altogether, we are told that tliere are thirty societies 
of this kind already fmned. The expense of irrigating 
such a country as ^xony with ‘ Olive Loaves * is said 
to be about L.24 per annum. If no practical bendfet 
be achieved throu^ this novel and somcwliat expensive 
enterprise, it will certainly r!ot be from lack of earnest 
application. 

novelty of tliese proceedings will pn>bubly afford 
some amusement to our readers. They liave revealed 
to them one of those remarkable under-currents of 
benevolence for which the Anglo-Saxons are so greatly 
distinguished. We cannot say, however, tliat we are 
particularly hopeful of the result of this any more than 
of ntimerous other schemes of missionary enterprise ; 
yet, to ^iogmatise on the subject would be as unsafe 
as it would be xmgracious. There can be no doubt that 
the pithy little articles and anecdotes wliich £Uhu 
presents for cogitation, will be sometldhg quite new 
within the sphere of their circulation. Take, for 
instance, the following short explanation of the method 
of preserving ‘ a balance of naval power i’ — 

‘ Most persons are familiar with the process by which 
the monkey in the fable sought to eff(x;t a balance 
between tlie two p^<:^ of cheese which he was asked 
to apportipn equitably lletween two litigant cats. All 
will recollect hew the wily arbiter presided at the 
scales, until he h^ appropriated to hmself the last 
morsel of the cheese in dispute. Weriu^l find the 
commerce of the nations wasting away. Uk% those 
pieces^if cheese, under the modem process of establish- 4 
ing a halancec^ naval power for its protection. One 
^ Greet Britain, for instinoe, constructs 

Ibnder of enormous power, or a rj^ar- 
StromMh Styx, or Bulhdog. This fiery 
ndt unkeimieUcij to hunt pirates. In the ap- 
fof money to build it, the secretary of the 
perha^ mfeired point-blank to the pos- 
axia ppWer of France, and bvetk hinted at her dis- 
to ii^ure the coixuneroe of Q-reat Brit^. In 


fact this war-steamer is let out like a hull-dog, to 
thrust his nose through the fences of the English Chan- 
nel, and growl a defiance at France. Well, France has 
not been asleep the while. IShe know the purpose and 
argument of that war-steamer before its keel was laid. 
The sofU'etary of the I>ench navy has described the danger 
to which that nation is exposed by the power of sudden 
invasion or injury which that new war-ship has put 
h^to the hands of England. In all haste the keel of one 
to match it is laijj down at Cherbourg; and before the 
BritisliTmastiff has displayed bis teeth for a week upon 
tlio ^ea, a French one, of equal power, is unkennelled, to 
shew his, and ^wl a defiance. The two nations are 
now rola^’/ely just where they began. They are equally 
exposed to each other’s invasions ; perhaps more tlian 
they were before their war-steamers left tlie stocks. 
At lea^t England has quite as much occasion to send 
out anotlier sea-mastiff as she had to launch the first. 
So the next yeai^ another is turned out upon the sea, to 
mate its companion in watching that suspiciojis bull- 
dog of Franco. Of^ourse France cannot suffer this 
disparity; she feels that her coasts and commerce arc 
in greater jeopardy than ever; and, in what she calls 
the sheer necessity of defence, she draws more deeply 
updn her revenues, and sends out another mastiff, witli 
longer teeth and stronger claws. Tlie competition be- 
tween the two countries for the piirjiosc of cffecimj a 
balance of naval power is now fairly under way. Wiic ii 
eac^^ nation has constructed one hundred war-steanuTs, 
they are relatively just where they commenced. Is 
it not self-evident that, at this point, they are just 
as much expos^nl to each other’s attiwks as tiu y 
wore before they had a single war-steamer upon tin- 
ocean ? ’ * 

If the above l(»gic serves to i)ersuade our belligerent 
neighliours, the gain v'ill not be inconsiderable ; but us 
a large proportion of the male population may be said 
to ipake fighting a trade, the argument which EHliu 
employs is not likely to meet with universal acceptance. 
An instance of prosely tising an accomplished militiir\' 
officer is, However, Recorded in the following anecdote : - 

‘During our sojourn at Hamburg, a Swedish olliticr 
t(»ok up his quai'tcrs 'for a few days at the hotel in 
which ive resided, and was presented 'willi one of the 
German “ Olive-Leaf” pamphlets, which vro caused to In’ 
distributed among all the guests of the establishment. 
Tlie next^ Jily the officer came into our rcKun, nnd 
expressed liimsclf fully convinced of the truth and 
force of file argmneiits against war contained in the 
little brochure.. “ But,” he asked with serio/is tone and 
emphasis, “ what shall we military officers do ? 'riiis 
is our trade V' He then fully and frankly described hi 
condition. He IukI been educated for the army from 
his youth up, and he was the son of a general. He luul 
graduated in the first university of Sweden, 8;K)kc five 
or six languages, was an accomplishtKl scholar, an/l i 
just in the prime of young manhood. Having 8tudj( I 
for the army, and oeq^red t!i(^ theory of tlu^ soldici s 
track, ho entered the liussian service^ and went int > 
the war with the Circassians, to leani the practit ■ 
of the profession, just as young American surgeons 
go to Francg and other coun trios to practise in then' 
hospitals, and under their professors of anatomy, 
the art of setting broken bones, and of performing 
difficult and dangerous operations on tlie human l)ody ; 
with the difference, that his trade was to break bones, 
and gash human beings with wounds Ix^yond tlic 
healing of siugery . For four years he fleshed his blade 
upon the CHrcassianl, and acquiriMl scientific skill in 
cleaving the skull, transfixing tlie bosom, or loj)ping 




♦ While wo write, a%hate Ium ocoumid in the French Assembly 
zeBpooting the warlike ^epataUons at Cherbourg, whicti an* Justi- 
ileo on the greuiid that the English ore making similar prepa* 
rstims; these gold English pinfiaratlotts liaring been cnU’irod upou 
in cwBSequenoe of oertafn pswrletis |iro«MM»dhigs at Cherbourg. Ono 
msy weU ash; where Is this rivi^ to end 
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off the arm of a fellow-heing. Having thus perfected 
himself in the art, he left the Russian service, to prac- 
tise his profession wherever it should be most remu- 
nerative, and, perhaps, hAiourable. His native country 
had notliing for him to do in his line of business, so he 
repaired to Denmark, as we understood, and offered his 
services to the Danes, to figlit the Schleswig- Holsteiners. 
But they had plenty of officers, and declined his offer. 
'He then proceeded to Hamburg, with the view of offering 
himself to the Schleswig-Holsteineri to figlit the Danes 
—being equally ready and willing to draw his sword 
against the one as the other. But the war was drawing to 
a close, and could not furnish him a job in his profession. 

“ His occupation was gone,” and he 8eemed%) open his 
eyes to its uncertainty, and to tlie loss of time he had 
suffered in learning the trade. He said he was ready 
to enter upon any situation in civil life which would 
afford liim support, and employment of his talents. He 
was then looking for such a place, and would jjrefer 
honesU business to his military profession. He admitted 
all its incongruities and immori^ties, and wished him- 
self well out of it. Taking up one of the “Olive Leaves,” 
he said he should like to translate them into Swedish, 
for circulation in that country. The idea was a plea- 
sant one to our mind, and full of promise. It was nim- 
ing the sword into a ploughshare by an interesting 
process of transformation. It seemed to indicate wdiat 
might come in coming days. It was one of the incidents 
of progi'oss, of encouraging significance. If th(^ first 
Leaf” that shall carry its message of peace to the 
people of Sweden shall be put in tlv?ir language by this 
oiheer, whose other occupation was gone, it vill make 
another incident of interest.’ 

EUhu’s general appeals are pervaded hy an amount 
of hopefulness that contrasts dismally with some of 
the late operations of Austria and I^russia. While 
Force is stifling nascent demonstrations of social 
improvement, the Apostle of Peace sees only ij^dica- 
tions of universal brotherhood. It is this proneness to 
overlook discouraging circnmetances which lias investwl 
Elihu’s proceedings witli some degw^e of ridicule. ‘ The 
bristling barriers of nationality, whicli have hitherto 
diviclt‘d and alienated men, are everywhere disappear- i 
ing, and tliey are beginning to fraternise with eaeffi 
other acro-ss the boundaries which once made them 
enemies. TIjg great transactions of nations, the mighty 
M'orks of human skill and energy, arc becoming inter- 
nationnl not only in their benefits, but in tl^eir owner- 
ship and construction. Is it a canal that is pro{)osed ? 
— it is a ciiannel for the ships of all nations across the 
Isthmus of I’anamn, to unite the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, and shorten the ])assagc to India by (*000 miles. 
Is it a railway that is proji^cted ? — It is one 4000 miles 
in length, across the continent of North America, to 
open to the nations of Europe a north-west passage to 
Cliina of thirty days from London ; or it is one to he 
constructed from Calais to Calcutta for their equal 
l>enefit. Is it an electric tclegr^^ph ? — ^It is one to reach 
round the globe, crossing Beliring’s Straits and the 
English Channel, and stringing on its nerve of wire all 
the capitals of the civilised world between London and 
AA .ishington. Is it a grand display of th| works of art 
au<l industry, for the encouragement of mechanical skill ? 
—It is an exhibition oi)qped, without the slightest dis- 
tinction, to the artists and artists of all nations, just 
as if they were all equal subjecta of one and the same 
government, and equally entitled to its patronage >md* 
support. Is it an act affectingyiavigation?— It is to 
place all tlie sliips that plough the ocean upon the sapic 
iboting, as if they were owned by one and the same 
nation. Is it a pw)position to cheap^jif and e.xtend the 
facilities of correspondenc© betwiti individuals and 
communities?— It is “to give the world an Ocean Penny- 
Postage, to make home everywhere, and all nations 
neighbours.*' . These are the matenal manifbstations 
of the idea of brotherhood whicli is permeating the 


popular mind in different countries, and pj^^paring them 
for that condition promised to mankind in DiVihe 
revelation. They are, w it were, th© diechamcaJl 
efforts of civilisation to demdhstrate, in physical fornis 
of illustration, the truth, tljat “ God hath made of one 
blood all nations of men.” ' 

We wish we could with truth say that the anticipa- 
tions hefre expressed ore, to any common appreliension, 
in the way of being realised. But perhaps we are in 
error in looking for the fruits of August, when we have 
no chance of seeing more than the Artirirfl? above , the 
ground, or the\eed beginning to germinate. Give Mr 
Burrittw. little tiii*B, antN^jen judge of the value of that 
moral husbandry which he^ practising. At anyrate, 
there is surely n(f harm in looking hoijefully on human 
progress; and, as we have said already, nothing of any 
importance is tt:> ho done without enthusiasm. Elihu 
. Burritt, with alt his self-sacrificing ardour and devoted- 
it may Ixj, all his delusions — is fully as useful 
ii 'his generation as the man who dares not, for the Ufe 
of hin\, entertain an original idea, or perform an original 
act, and whosspends existence in the unvarying round 
of commonplace duties, and the exercise of a dull jog- 
trot respectability — 

‘ Content to dwell in decencies for ever.* 


MESMERISM.* 

In a recent paper, we treated of the qualities of the Od 
Force, and of the ways in which it manifested itself to 
our sight and feelings. We then shewed the strange 
bond existing between man and the globe on wffiich he 
lives, and hqw much he is unwittingly influenced by 
the lifeless matter around and beneath him. Let us 
now proceed to a still more interesting part of our 
subject, and observe tlie wa> in which the Od Force, 
circulating in cacli of us, cim be propelled outwards, 
and made to influence others. 

^ Ilic practice of animal magnetism seems to have 
existed in the earliest ages, and, ipor(‘, or less, among 
all nations with whoso ancient history we are familiar. 
But in those ages it was made a mystery of, its secrets 
were jealously kept from the mass of the people, and 
served to invest its adepts (generally the higher class 
of the priesthood) with a character and attributes 
seemingly divine. This appears to have been espe- 
cially the case in ancient Egypt. In later times — as 
among the Rosicnicians of medinsval Germany — the 
same mystery was kept up, but from a different reason, 
llie age that burned witches, and imprisoned Galileo 
for maintaining that the earth revolved, was^-obviously 
not a tolerant one. The researches of science it de- 
nounced as profane ; and powers which it could not 
account for were summarily ascribed to the devil. 
Hence the jlluminati of tlie middle ages hfui to veil 
their discoveries from the public eye, only communi- 
cating them to a chosen few, banded by oath in Secret 
Societies. 

In circumstances so unfavourable to its preservation, 
it is not surprising that, by t^je beginning of last cen- 
tury, the knowledge of animal magnetism had become 
virtually extinct, or could only be gaWicrcd, dimly and 
in fragments, jri>m the not very intelligible writings of 
the old mjistics. The merit of its rediscovery is due to 

. - 

This imper coming to us from a respectable quarter, and con- 
taining information ^ subject which at present excites much 
attention, we do liet feel colled upon to exclude it, merely because 
we have not ourselves had the opportunities enjoyed by tho writer 
of beoomlng convinced of the truth of the phenomena dcsciibefl 
and referred to. The reader will please to receive the pi^ter as one 
presented for the gratification of any curiosity Which may exist on 
the subject of Mesmerism, and not as a deotaiwtion of our uwn faith 
upon that Bubjoot ; on which, however, it ta bat candid to say, we 
entertafn none cKf those pr^udloes of soi^lofami which os often form i 
ameasnre of Ignorance and self-conceit aa of knowledge and true 
wiadoin.— a > - , 




Hesmer j 9n(KaeC9n3jii^ the. science of anijnsl mq^i^et* 
ism lias very geneiMy &en caU^ after tis name, 
J^uys^gfir^^uhs^uently discovered that . the ma^etic 
trance Ify a. simpler* method than tlt^t 

praetised by Mesmer. llie principal features of the pro^ 
eesa generally loioyn to need any <^iiption 

, here; sumco It to say, tliat the result can be obtain^ 
; leildier by epnU^^ or /lasses— by the eye, or by the ViU> 
, ' Aaa general rule^ the n^meriser should be stronger 
than the person he operates on. From their weak diet 
' , ^yand apathetic temperament, Dr Esdaile found tlie na- 
' r f tives of Bengal very susceptible to thehiagnetic tr^t- 
ment; but tile case is differ^ with jEuropean^, mth 

us a person in health sugnimbs only to a skilled ope- 
rator, remarkable for mesmeric power; and if he be 
robust in body, as well as hi health, it is almost impos- 
sible to affect him. Tlio lymphatic temperament is the 
most easily subdued ; while a restless, anergetic mind is 
least so. Trance is ordinarily induced in from five 
xpinutes to half an hour; but sometimes more than 
half-ardozen sittings are required ere this takes place. 
Anmng Frencli patients, the mesmeric poivers are more 
- rapidly developecl than with English or Germans. The 
English especially, says Dr Mayo, fdr the moat part 
require a long course of education, many sittings, to 
have tlieir powers drawn out; but. ‘ these %re by far 
the most interesting cases.’ Let us see now what are 
the principal stages in the development of the mes- 
meric powers — premising that very few persons are 
capable of rea<‘hiiig the clairvoyant degree, and that 
the progression is not always regular from stage to 

1 spige, but varies with different persons, and even with 
the same person at different times, both in ortler and 
extent;— 

1. As soon as the mesmeric process has taken effect, 
the patient falls into a profound trance. In some cases 
one or other of his senses is partially active, but in 
general he is totally insensible. You may cut off a leg 
or an arm, and he will not feed it; you may fire a gun 
at his ear, and he will hot hear it. 

2. After continuing thus for some time, or aft^r 
being several tim(A entranced, the patient awakes 
i^dthin himself. He cannot see anything; but be hcar.s 
and pertinently answers his mesmeriser, and sometimes 
others also. 

3. By and by a new phenomenon appears. ‘Without 
seeing, he sympathetically adox)ts the voluntary move- 
ments of the operator. He imitates what he says and 
does. He will sing a song after liini, though the music 
be strange to him, and the words be in a foreign tongue; 
and will tiirow himself into any jKisture the oiH?rutor 
may^ assi^ie, however difficult to maintain, and will 
continue in it motionless as long us you jilcase, or until 
he awake. Thus Dr Esdaile made a native Bengalese, 
who knew not a word pf English, sing ‘Ciod save tlie 
Queen,’ and others of our national ditties, in capital 
style. He gives a curious account also of the odd 
ri^d postures wliich lie made his patients assume; 
and mentions that any limb could be instantaneously 
ihmved by directing against it a jet of cold water. 
Thus with a syringe, and from a distance, he shot 
down one ^ limb aft^ ^bother of his living statues; 
while, directing e jei-d^eau against the calf of the leg 
brou^t them at tmee to the ground. 

4. A steqy fhi^er, and the entranced p^rs^, wlio has 

no feeling, or taste, or smell of his own, feels, Jtastes, 
and smells eVeiTthing* that is made to%lell on the i 
senses of the operator. If the most acrid substance be 
put in Ms ov^ mbuthMl^^^julte iwensible ^ 
presence; but tf ■ s^ugaaMlift .placed on the : 

operator’s tonghic^lgy^ immediately 

expresses idso, if you plucik i 

a^air from the other complains of t 

i pliepomena i 

' that the miitrof ilie cnt|anc^ person has ! 

interpenetrated tlie nervous system of the* operator; 
l^at in the third stage, it is in relation with the ante- 
rior half of the cranio-spinal chord and its nerves (by 
i^ich the impulse to voluntary motion is originated 
arid conveyed); and in the fourth stage, with the poste- 
rior half also. 

This interpenetration can extend farther; but before 
tMs Sappens, a phenomenon of an altogether different 
klpd manifests itself I tliis is transiwsed sensation. 
The operator cqntxiyes to awake the entraii(;ed person 
to the knowledge tnat he possesses new organs of sen- 
sattoii. 0()mi)apatively few persons can be brought as 
far as this, but many make a tantalising advance to- 
wards it, #as: They are asked, ‘Do you see anything? 
and after some days they at length answer 
‘Wliat?’— ‘A light.’ ‘Wiere is the light?’ 'l|Hm 
they intimate its place, which maybe anywhere armiiid 
or above them, and describe its colour, which is usuaHy 
yellowish. Each day it is jioiiited to in the same di- 
rection, and is seen equally whether the room bp light 
or dark — ^their eyes intanwliile being shut. And here 
with many the iihenomenon stops. Others now begin 
to discern objects held in the direction in which they 
see this light. In most of the jiersons in whom Mr 
Wilfiamson (of Wliickham) brought out this trans]>o.sed 
sensation, the faculty was located in a small surface of 
the scalp beliind the left car. The patients generally 
saw objects best when held at five or six inches distant 
fron^ and opposite to this Bi>ot; but witJi one the best 
distance was seyen or eight feet, and behind her. Sofne 
can see to read with their finger-ends, otlicrs with the 
pit of tlie stomach ; and in some rare cases this visual 
faculty is spread over the whole cutani'dus membrane. 

Dr Mayo mentions a curious case in Avhicli a girl, when 
entranced, saw wdth the kuuekU s of one band ; and on 
smearing the back of that hand with ink, she could no 1 
longer see with it. j 

5. ,In the fifth stage, the entranced jK'rson reaches 
wlqjt has been called the stale of self - intuilioji : he 
obtains a clear knowledge of his own iivternul, mental, 
and bodily* state, aiql generally possi'ssws a like power 
of internal inspection with regard to others who have 
been placed in maguefle coiinectioti (<??» mppori) with 
him. Thus such persona have frequently told the 
exact nature of their disetise ; have i)rescribed for 
themselves, in no rec^orded instance erroneously ; if 
subject to fits, have predicted the precise liour of their 
recurrence, sonictiijjlKS months lieforeliand, as well as 
the jieriwf of thefr own rcH'ovory. It is to this stage 
and the next that the term clairvoyance,, or ‘ lucid 
vision,’ has bewi aiq>lied. 

0. The sixth dcgice is just an extension of the pn*- 
c^ing one, and has been styled that (jf unica'sul i 

ciditij. Wlieu a person has reached this stage, if tlicrc 1 
be given him a lock of hair, or letter, &c, belonging to 
an unknown and distant j)arty,(and of course impreg- 
nated with his peculiar Od), the clairvoyant will forth- 
with mentally go in sc^irch of feiin, and will tell where 
he is, what he ia like, what he is doing — nay, even how 
he is, both in body and in mind. 

To this stage belongs the remarkable phenomenon of 
mental travelling by entranced persons ; the moi e com- 
plicated eases of whicli prove that tlie mind of the 
clairvoyant actually pays a visit to the scene in ques- 
tion, and can see things, gr pass on to remote places, of 
wh1(^ the fellow-travSler has no cxignisance. Instances 
of this are stated. We quote one in illustration from Dr 
Mayo’s book : — ‘A young person whom Mr Williamson 
mesmerised became clMrvoyante. In this state she paid 
me a mental visit at Bopiiard ; and Mr Williamson, 
who had been a^rcsident there, was satisfied that she 
realist the ^eoo. ^frerwards I removed to Weilbach, 
where Mr WiMmMm had never been. Then he proposed 
to the da^oyante to visit me again. She reached, 
idxfffingly, in 'mental travelling, my former room in 
Boppard, expressed surprise aiid annoyance at not 
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finding me* there, and at observing others iii its oCcupa- at het' bodsick : they liad substituted fu!!* quinine n/n 
tion. Mr Williamson proposed that she should set out excessive* dpsew morphine. ' 

and try to find me. ■ Sh^ said, “ You must help me.” ‘Thug,* says Dr Mayo, * th^ is a true serfes of con- 
Then Mr Williamson said, “ We must go up the liver s^uences to be deduced fromVhatever partial premises 
some way till we come to a great tawn (Main 2 .”) The the clairyoyante may happen to he acquainted with, 
clairvoyante said she had got there. Then said Mr When she has more data, she makes a wider calculationV 
Williamson, “We must go up another river (the Maine), again certain so far as it goes; but other premises 
which joins our river at this town, anrl try to find Dr influencing the ultimate result may still have escaped 
Mayo on its hanks somewhere.” Then the elairvoyaftte her. So the utmost reach of genuine trance-prevision 
said, “ Oh, there is a largo house, let us go and see it : is but the announcement of a probability wliich unfore- 
no; there are two large houses — one white, the other seen events nuy counteract.* 

red.” Upon this Mr Williamson proposed thaf %he # Sluch, in brief, arc the mesmeric faculties, and the 
should go into one of the two houses, and l^k about; modes ifi wliich tliey mrffetfest themselves. Wonderful 
she quickly^^rccogniscd my servant, went mSitally into they certainly are^ but, unlilfc the more recondite facts 
my room, and described a particular or two which of science, which yet readily gbtain credence— unlike the 
were liy no means likely to he guessed by her. When velocity of light or the vibrations of the air — the veri- 
Mr W^illiamson subsequently came to visit me at Weil- fication of aninfal magnetism is within the power of 
bach, he was forcibly struck with the appearance of the all. It is the jfl>parent impossibility of the thing that 
two liouses, which tallied with the account .hinders belief in it : people think it so opposed to the 

beforelTand by the mental tra'^lcr. I have not the ^lirhole course of ujiture, that they will not waste time 
smallest doubt she mentally realised my new' abode, in examining the matter. Let us see if wo cannot 
Then how did she do all tliis ? . I cannot help remove this ftnpression — if we cannot find in nature 

inclining to the liclief, that in the ordinary perception herself something analogous to the mesmeric powers, 
of a place or person the mind jmts exoneurally^fbe- We tnist in a few sentences to do this, and more than 
yond the body] ; that in visiting new places the mind this — to sj^^w that nature often develops in the human 
establishes a direct relation with tlie scenes or persons. l3eing powers not only analogous, but identical, and 
Then, in the simplest case of mental visiting, where even exceeding in some respects any yet observed in 
the scene to In? visited is familiar to the interrogator, I the mesmeric stages. The annals of natural trance, of 
presume that the elairvoj^antc’s mind, being in •com- somnambulism, and catalepsy, furnish proofs redun- 
munion with his, realises scenes which his lias pro- dant. Our only diffic^ulty is wliat to select. 

: viously cxoneiirally realised. Arfiving thus at the Take the following: — M. Petetin attended a young 
i s .(Uie itself, tlic clairvoyante observes for herself, and married lady in a sort of fit. She lay seemingly 
! i sees wliat may be new in it and unknowui to her fellow- unconscious, and her arms, when raised, remained in 

1 traveller ; and in the same way may pursue (as in the the air. Being put to bed, she commenced singing ; 

mental visit made to myself at Weilbach) suggested but pincliing her skin, and shouting in her ear, all 
i featur(‘s of the locality, and be tlius helped to beat failed to arouse her attention. Then it hajipened that 
i ill space for new objects, and at length to recog- the doctor’s foot slipped while arranging her ; and ns 

'■ nise among them, and mentally identify person# with he recovered himsett*, half leaning over her, he said, 
i whom she has alrc'ady arrived at a mental mesmeric ‘ How provoking we can’t make her leave off* singing ! ' 
j relation.’ * • i Ah, doctor!’ she cried, ‘ don’t be angry : I wont sing 

I Still mon^ astonishing is the faculty of prevision anymore;’ and she stopped. B^t shortly she began 

manifested in the higher degnees of mesmeric trance, again: and in vain did the doctor implore her, by the 

|j (’ases of this kind are referriblc to three different loudest entreaties addressed to the ear, to keep her 

1 heads :— 1. 'I’hc case of Caxot (mentioned by Dr promise, and desist. At last it occurred to him to 
j I Foissac), who liad predicted, as usual, when his next place himself in the same iiosition as when she heard 
i j epileptic fit would occur, but ere the time carao round, him before ; and raising the liedelothes, he bent his 
j was thrown from his horse, and killed, proves that the. head towards her stomach, and said in a loud voice, 

1 1 clairvoyant can foresee what his living woiiomiy will be, ‘Do you, then, mean to sing for ever?* ‘Oh, what 

I I other thinys ayntinuiuy th^^ sauie. 2. Dr Teste gives the pain you have given me!' she exclaimed: ‘I implore 

; case of a* lady, his patient, who, wlicnjentranced, fore- you speak lower ;’ at the same time she passed her 

told the day and hour when an accident, the nature of hand over the pit of her stomach. ‘ In what way, 

! ; which slio could not foresee, was to befall her, and from then, do you hear ?’ asked Dr Petetin. ‘Lfke any one 

' ‘ it a long series of illness was to take its rise. Dr Teste else,’ was the answer. ‘ But I am speaking to your 

i; and the lady’s husbaiul were staying with her wlien stomiich!’ ‘Is it possible?’ she said. He then tried 
; I the fata! inouiciit (unknown to her) approached. Then again whether she could hear with her ears, speaking 
h site rose, and making an excuse, left the room, followed even through a tube, to aggravate the sound; she 
: I by her luisljand ; whem on opening a door, a great gray heard nothing. On his asking her, at the pit of lier 
I nit rushed out, and slie sank flown in a fit of terror, stomach, if she had not heard him — ‘No,’ said she; 

' I and the predicted illness ensued. In this case the pre- ‘I am indeed unfortunate.’ Here is transposed serisa- 
1 vision xfiuinly extended to an extraneous and accidental tion. 

circumstance, which no calculation or intuition of her A few days after the sceu» j»st described, the lady 
! natural IxMlily ell anges could have led lier to. 3. But had another attack of catalepsy, during which she 
there are instances which reach yet further. DrPoissac still heard with her stomach, ond^also saw with it, 
mentions the case of a Mademoiselle Coeline, who, wdien even througik an intervening opaque body. Mean- 
ontranceil, predicted that she would he poisoned on a wliile hei^ countenance expressed astonishment, and Dr 
1 certain evening, at a given hour. What would be tl^ Petefin inquired the cause, ^ ‘I am singing, doctor,’ 
i vehicle of the poison she could not foresee, either at she answered, ‘to divert my attention from a sight 
the time when she first uttered the priHliotiou, or on which appal^ me. I see my inside, and the gtriinge 
an occasion or two afterwards, when, being ag»iu*en- forms of the organs, surrounded with a network of 
tranced, she recurred to the subjeet.* How^cver, shortly light. My countenance must express what I feel — 
lieforc the day she was to be poisoned, being questionetl u astonishment and fear. A physician who giiould have 
in trance as to the jicsslbility of tffrerting her fate, she ' my complaint for a quarter of an hotiit would think 
said, * Throw me into the sleep a little before the time himself fortunate, as nature would reveal all her 
I have named, and theii ask mO whether I can chscem secrets to him.’ ‘Do you s^ y<^t heart?’ asked Dr 
where the dSiger lies.’ I'hia was done, andMaaemoi- j Petetin. ‘Yes, there it is; it twice — the two 

selle Cmline at once sakVthat the poison was in a glass j sides in agreeiftenj; when the part contracts, 
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the lower jpiart jfW^ISy afterwards con-. 

rushes but all lununthis, and issues 
by two gmt wssels whi<fh are but a little apart/ ■ ^ 

But to^^; One morning (still farther bn in 

her base) the fit came on, according to custom, at 
b*4bck Betetin arriyed later than usual. He 
s^ by speaking to the fingers of the 

patient (by which also he was now hea^.) ‘You are 
a very lazy person this morning, doctor,* said she. ‘It 
is true, madam ; but if you knew the reason, you would 
not reproach me.’ ‘ Ah 1 * said she ; J perceive : you 
liave had a headache for the last four hours : it will ti(% 
leave you till six in the e<3hing. You are tight to 
take notliing : no humafT’means cap prevent it run- 
ning its course.* ‘ Can you tell me on which side is 
the pain?’ said Petetia. ‘On the rigl^t side: it occu- 
pies the temple, the eye, the teeth : I warn you that it 
wiU invade the left eye, and that you will sufier con- 
mderably between three and four o’clock : at six you 
■will be free from paiu.* The prediction came out 
literally true. ‘If you wish me to believe you, you 
must tell me what I hold in my hand.’ T see through 
your hand an antique medal.’ Dr Petetin inquired at 
what hour her own fit would terminate. ‘ At eleven.’ 
‘And the evening accession, when will it Qpnie on?* 
‘At seven o’clock.’ ‘In that case it will bo later than 
usual.’ ‘ Yes : the periods of its recurrence are going 
to change to so and so.* During this conversation 
the patient’s countenance expressed annoyance. She 
then said to M. Petetin — ‘ My imcle has just entered ; 
he is conversing with my husband l)eliinJ the screen ; 
his visit will fatigue me ; beg him to go away.’ The 
uncle, on leaving, took with toi, by mistake, her hus- 
band’s cloak, which she perceived, and sent her sister- 
in-law to reclaim it. Here, indubitably, is clairvoyance 
and prevision. 

Experiments were subsequently tried by M. Petetin 
upon eight different patients, all of whom exhibited 
the same phenomenon of the transference of the faculties 
to the pit of the stomach {epigastrium^ and to tho 
extremities of the fingers and toes ; with the addition 
of a prodigious development of the intellectual powers, 
and a presentiment or foresight of their future diseased 
symptoms. Tlie following cxperim< nts shew thfft taste, 
as well as sight and hearing, is sometimes transferred 
to the epigastrium. M. Petetin secretly placed pieces 
of cake, biscuit, tarts, &c. upon the stomach of one of 
these patients, which was immediately followed by the 
taste of the particular article in the mouth. When 
the substance was enveloped in silk stuff, no sensation 
was felt by tiiie patient; but the taste was iimnediately 
perceived •on removing the covering. An egg was 
covered over with varnish, and the patient felt no 
taste until the varnish was removed. M. Petetin, we 
may remark, was by no means an advocate of the 
Mesmerion system ; of Which, indeed, at the time he 
published his reports on these cases, he does not appear 
to have had the slightest experimental knowledge. 

The late Mr Bulteel witnessed the following phe- 
nomena in the case of a female in natural trance: — 
After a remark inade»to<5put her off her guard, a line 
of a folde<^ note was pressed against the back of 
her neck: she r&d it. She us(^ also to tell that 
persons, whom obe knew, were coming the house, 
while they were yet at some ; distance ; ^nd when 
persottB were in the rqpxn with her pl^jcmg Chess, 
hehind her, if theyrxnade intentionally fiilse' moves, she 
would ask them what tb^ could possibly, do that 
A case treated^ by Dr at Aix-les-Bains. 

This was an epileptic pati^ who had all sorts of 
fits end day-somnamlmlispii which she was noti 
uK^pacitat^ for waiting at table, though her eyes 
were ifiiut. She likpwfie saw alternately with 

of hef hand, fUd her elhow, and would 
" precision with her right handj superintend* 
pt9)^6fs with her left eIb<y. ^* Tliese details,* 


adda Dr Mayo, ‘are peculiarly gratifying to myself; 
for in the littte I have seen, I yet have seen a patient 
widk about with her eyest^shut, and well blinded 
besides, holding the kntickles of one hand before her as 
a seeing lantern.’ 

Of emother patient Dr Frost remarks: — ‘ Her intel- 
! lectmSi focultie$ acquired a great activity, and the 
richness of her fancy made itself remarked in the 
I picturesque images which she threw into her descrii)- 
i tions.* ‘As she' wa6’ telling her friends of an approach- 
ing; attack of catalepsy, suddenly she exclaimed I 
I no longer See or hear things in the same manner; 
everything^is transparent around me, and my observa- 
I tion extends to inc^culable distances.’ She designated 
I without an error the people who wercj on the public 
promenade, wlietlier near the house, or still a quarter of 
an hour’s walk distant. She read the thoughts of 
every one who came near her; she marked those who 
were false and vicious (a faculty whicli is often re- 
markably exhibited t;: dying persons); and repelled 
the approach of stupid people, who bored her with 
their questions, and aggravated her malady. (Persons 
much questioned when in trance, either natural or 
mesmeric, generally comidain of severe headache when 
awakening out of it.) 

Wo commend these cases of natural trance to general 
attention. They are selected and abridged from the 
works of Mayo and Colqiihoun — the latter of which 
gentlemen was tho first to draw the public attention Of 
tliis country to the claims of animal magnetism, in his 
erudite work, ‘ Isis llevelata.’ These cases, mx* think, 
sufficiently prove that there is nothing supernatural 
or impossible in the prt^tensions of aninial magnetism ; 
on the contrary, that the mesmcTic state is notliing else 
than natural trance artijtciallg produced. A comxiarison of 
the cases quoted will in fact shew, that in ‘ self-intui- 
tion’ the natural trance equals the mesmeric, while in 
‘transposed sensation’ it surpasses it. In ‘previsioir 
they are nearly on a par : ^si>ecially if we add in favour 
of the former (us we iiom^ do) the well-authenticated 
prediction of the suifdeii death of tlie late king of Wir- 
temberg, four years before it liappeiu‘d, by one j^omnaiu- 
bullst, and six months previous to it by anotli -*r *, the 
latter naming the very day (28th October I8lb) on 
whicli lie was struck hy the fatal ajjoplexy. Lest our 
evidence in favour of imtural ‘ clairvoyance and mental 
travelling’ should,^ thought inferior to that of the 
mesmeric trance, w shall dose our case ivith one more 
instance, which we hope will be found decisive. The 
strange commuiiioii of the spirits at such a distance, 
and previously unacquainted, caimot fail to arrest tho 
reader’s nothx. 

Mademoiselie W , a natural chiirvoyante, whose 

case is minutely detailed by Dr Khun, her xdiysician, 

bemg on a visit at the house of M. St , was asketl 

by that gentleman to tuni her clairvoyant povrers 
towards Ids son, then se|*ving the French array in 

Kussia. From that nioraent Mademoiselle W 

directed her thoughts towards ihe young officer, and in 
all her paroxysms, although she had never seen him, 
she described him exactly as if she had him l>efore her 
eyes. She frd^uently asked liis sister if she did not 
see him in a comer of the room ; and one day, upon 
receiving a negative answer, sli^ said, ‘ Well, then, ask 
him any questions you please, and I shall return his 
4 piswers/ The sister then asked all sorts of questions 
relative to family matters, which were quite unknown 
to the somnambulist, •who answered them all in a 
mafiner so precise and accurate, that the interrogator 
afterwards declared that she felt herself seized with a 
cold perspiration, and was several times on the point of 
fhintmg with fri^t,\iuring she called the Dia- 
^ the Spirits. On anqther occasion the somnam- 
bulist declared to tlie fkther^t she saw his son at the 
hospital, with a piece of white linen wxfipt round his 
idiin-*-that be was wounded in the faca— that he was 




unablo to eat, but that he was in no danger. Some but which is |iow fUlhlled by the arrang^ents iu the 
days later she said that he was now able to eat, and readingiriwih. ■ The population of Manchester, when 
that he was much bettc*.- Some weeks afterwards a Chetham fiwmded this library, was only 12,tK)0. The 
courier arrived from the army, M. St — — immedi- greater part of th6 books beiong to the sixteenth qen- 
atoly went to Count Th — to inquire what news he tury, are* mostly on theology. No gas is allowed 
had received ; and the latter set his mind conSpletely in the library^ lest it should injure the books; and it 
at rest, by informing liim that his son’s name was not is never open after four in winter, and five in summer, 
in the list of the wounded. Transported with joy, he Except, therefore, for students and men engaged in 

•returned home, and said to Mademoiselle W , -^fho making books, this library is of little practical use: 

was at that time in her somnamlfUlic sleep, «that for it is not open at a time when the people of Manchester 
once she had not divined correctly, and that, fortu- can use it; apd its contents, rich though they are of 
nately for his son and himself, she had been completely llhiir kind, are not attractive to the great majority of 
deceived. At these words the young ladj^^felt much modern* readers, sit is,*^n fact, a library of the past, 
olFended; and in an angry and energetic tone assured placed in tho hqfirt of the' most stirring influences of 
him that she was quite certain of the truth of her the present. ^ 

statement — that, at the very moment, she saw his son Leaving it, however, you proceed across the Irwell 
at the hosi)ital witli his chin wrapt in white linen, and into Salford, im Chapel Sti^et, and past a crescent, 
that, in the state in which she then was, it was quite and arrive at Ihe entrance to the Peel Public Park.' 
impo8|ible she could be deceived. Soon afterwa»|ii the large mansion in the park there is another 

there came a note from Coui^Th ; which, after ^blic library, open as freely to all comers as the 

some expressions of politeness and condolence, an- Chetham in Manchester, but differing from it'mate- 
nounced that a second list of the wounded had arrived, rially in mafty respects. The Salford Library is not 
containing the name of his son, who had been struck a private endowment, but to a great extent a muni- j 
by a iniisket-ball on the chin, and was imder m^ical cipal institution : the books have been obtained by the 


treatment in the liospital, &c. 


ilonation^ and subscriptions of tlie public ; while the 


Tliese fa.t?ts are related in the third volume of the Salford cor|>oration have sui)plied a building, and pay 
‘ Bibliothoquc dll Magnetisine Animal,’ and * the vera- the officers requmul for the proper working of the 
city of the persons uiion wliose authority it is given,’ library. The proposition for the establishment of such 


says Mr Colquhouii, ‘ lies under no suspicion.’ 


LIBKAIIIES POP THE PEOPLE. 


a library was first made in May 1849 ; and it was so 
energetically taken np by the town-coumdl and the 
public, that on the 9th January 1850 the library was 
opened with no fewer than 5300 volumes ; besides a 


As you walk from the Manchester Exchange to the gre^it many specimens of natural history, «Scc. forming 
railway station, j^ou pass near Hunt’s Bank, a neat the nucleus of a museum. Of the books, 8000 volumes 
stone gateway, aliove which is carved a Lfitin insenp- ivere presented, and the remainder purchased out of a 
tioii. The door stands invitingly open ; and on looking fund of L.1715, to which the mayor of Salford (Mr 
in, you sec a large, clean, and well-kept courtyard, Longworthy) contributed the handsome sum of L.250. 
snrrounded by buildings bearing the stamp ^ age, In llie rules, tho object of the library is declared to be 
and marked by a decidedly,leamed or monastic look, ‘providing all classes of society with the means of 
Crossing over, a boy dressed in^an antiefue costume •icquiring sound and useful knowledge gratuitously: 
will c!onduct you into what is called Chetham’s tlic property in the museum ai^i library being per- 
Library, which, until two (?r three years ago, was manently vested in tho town-council for the free use 
tlie. only public library open freely, and without of the public;.’ The hours during which it is open are 
restriction, to the people of England. The interior from ten in the morning till nine at night, there being 
has a venerable and scliolarly look : the volumes — no prejudice against gas, as in the Chetham Library, 
about twenty thousand in number, and neaidy all There are three reading-rooms — two for males, and one 
folios — are piled up in compartments, with locked for females — comfortably fitted up, well lighted and 
doors of wire-work. At one end is the ]:^int(Mi (!a.ta- heated. They are supplied with the local newspapers, 
logue, fripn which you select tlie book wanted, which and several literary and scientific periodicals. You will 
the librarian speedily procures. Your qame and address find few scholars or book-woX'ers among the visitors ; 
arc registered, and you are ushered into a small com- the greater part seem reading chiefly for amusement, 
fortable room with stained-glass windows, and fitted up though many are seen consulting the nutneroua and 
with convenient sloping tables, -wlicre, having disposed excellent dictionaries hotli of languages, geography, &c. 


of yourself and book, you may study at your ease. 
Around you are a few thoughtful-looking people ; some 


with which one of tlie reading-rooms is well supplied. 
A Hebrew dictionary, in particular, has been remark- 


busily engaged in making extracts, not on mere slips of ably well thumbed. On first opening the library, it was 
paper, but in large p%per-l)ooJ^8 ; others reading with thought ffecessary that each person who obtained a 
an intentness tliat shews they are seeking instruction, book should write his name and address in the register ; 
not amusement ; and one or two arc pi^rusing, with less but this had to be given up after a few days’ trial, not 
attention, a volume of some review. It matters not only because it occupied so much time, but because 
who the man may be who comes wanting to read a many who came for books we«B unable to write' ; and 
book. He may have a shabby coat ol his back, and some, rather than confess thdr inability, would go 
no casli in his pocket ; he may be a cotton-spinner without the book they desired. 

from Mancdiestor, or a foreigner scarcely able to speak The nuniker of volumes now in this library is nearly 
English; tho book he wants is aJ^vays supplied. No 10,0^. '^he additions by purchase have been made 
fee is charged; no gratuity looked for; no thanlis witli the •greatest ctire, and ^with tlie view of stocking 
expected. The visitor may sit and read day after day the library not only with tho best standard English * 
for a whole year, and never spttid a farthing. wdtks, but \gith the best editions of them. It has been 

This library was founded by Humphrey Chetftam, necessary, of course, to include novels and light litera- 
Esq., one of the earliest ‘merchant princes’ of Lan- tiire generally among the purchases ; but the discretion 
cashire, in the year 1658. He endowed it with somei with wliich this is done may be judged of the fact, 
property, which now produces aiftut L.540 per aimum ; that recently L.700 were expended in the purchase of 
designing it for * scholars and others well affected,’ and 2057 volumes : of these, 186, costing L.28, were novels, 
imposing no xestriction whatever on its free U8e,^xcept chiefly by Bulwer, Dickens, Jame£^.&c. ; and 644 were 
directing thal the books should be cjiained or otherwise standard, solid works, costing L.800. During the year 
flxed>~a condition at one time Utetally complied with, ending 9th Jaifharg 1851, being the first year thavthe 
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CHAMBERS’S EDtKBURGH JOURJTAE* 


Ubr4iy wii« bpoij, the wambor of volmws issued ww 
27*^, or ai!i Hvow^ge of about 00 for eapH day. During 
iiio sumuatr ^fonths t]ic number of readers decreases, 
as tlmn the park 14 whidi the iibraiy is situated pA- 
sentagteater attractions, not only io respect to pleasant 
and agreeable walks, but also in giving fiiciUties to 
exercises and games, such as cricket, &c. and enliyened 
by a military bond. In one week in May, for example, 
the number of issues of books was 450, and in one 
wook in March it was 778. Many young men come 
day after day and apply for the same book, reading it 
steadily through. I trocwl through the register 4 I 10 
name of a young man who come day after “day for 
more than a week to re" d a Life of Napoleon. The 
cheek on the readers is ^tircly of 'a moral kind — a 
jMirson so disposed could, without much difficulty, carry 
off the volume he had been reading ; but not one ra^e of 
this kind has yi i occurred^ and the coiiiluct of all the 
readers has been most orderly and becoming. The 
readers know and feel that they are trusted, and tliis 
naturally makes them anxious to shew that the trust 
has been well reposed. Air Plant, the excellent and in- 
telligent librarian, wisely remarked, that any arrange- 
ment wliich would indicate that the readers were sms- 
pected^ would, he was comineed, load to the very thing 
it was intended to check. Indeed the apprenension 01 
loss by the free admission of the i)nhlic to such collec- 
tions seems very ill - grounded ; for in the Chetham 
Librai^'' at Manchester, which lias lH*en open freely for 
nearly 200 years, only 150 volumes have been lost, and 
of that number ver}' few can be said to hav’c been pur- 
loined. The number of readers is usually greatest on 
Saturday ; tlie increase arising from those who have no 
other spare time during the week, and also from some 
who come from villages in the nciglihourliood. On one 
Saturday in January of this year, the nunilHT of 
volumes given out was 147, thus classilicnl : — 


Novels and Honinnces, - - Oil 

History, Biography, Voyages, &.c. - 50 

Sciences, - - - • 1 7 », 

Bound Periodical's, - • - 10 

Collected Works, ... 4 

Fcclesiastical HUtoiy, - • - .5 

The llraiim, .... 1 


much mure distinctly than vdien the glass was divided 
into smalleir portions. There are about four hundred 
! visitors each day to the musfyiin, many of them being 
servants in charge of cliiJdren sent out into the park for 
recreation. It is not proposed to make the museum a 
great general collection, but rather to give it n loc^al 
character, as specially illustrative of the surrounding 
district. This apix>ars to be the true policy for tlie 
managers of all provincial musiuims. 

The QKample' of^^Salford is about to he folUn^odhy 
Manchester and Liverpool. Already a large building, 
originally erected as a Socialist hall, has he cn purchase«l 
in Manchester for the purpose, and subscriptions and 
donations liave been received to such an extent, that 
the mayor expects the library will he opened this year 
with about 15,000 volumes. Tn LivcrixKil, the e.\ ten- 
sive buildings and fine museum of the Royal Insti- 
tution have been given to the town-count il, and active 
measures are now in progress for the formation and 
opening of a free lihr^y. The act passed during last 
session of parliament, which authorises ttnvn-coiincils 
to levy a rate for the support of sucli libraries and 
museums, will doubtless K* taken advantage of very 
800 n,J)y other towns in the kingdom. 

In the Manchester Library it is intendtd tliat a con- 
siderable portion of the books sliall eirculate so that 
they may be read at homo. At Kilford, the hooks an3 
not allowed to lie taken out of the room. Tliere are 
many-of c‘Oursev»ho would pi*ofer rending hof)ks in ii 
comfortable room at a public institution, to rending 
them by their own ffreside; hut there are m.my others, 
fathers and brothers, who would much rather take a 
book and read it aloud in the family circle ; while, 
again, there are manv ainon >• the working -class(‘« 
unable to attend a public library from illness, or ('Oiiie 
other cause, who w'ouhl lie clieer(‘d and comforted in 
sickness and sorrow if they could pioiure hooks in 
such way. Apian that gives facilities lor this will 
vastly increase the beneficial influence of thcs(‘ libra- 
ries; and itMis to ho hoped that the experience of Alnn- 
chester w'Ul shew tbht it can ho carrieil out wilhoui 
danger ancl without loss^ 


A TWELVEMONTH IN (’AT.CUTTA. 
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It is no doubt to be regretted that in this iiuml)er 
novels occupy such a conspicuous place; but in all 
libraries to which the general public have access the 
same fact is soon. Every keeiTor of a cireulating 
library, everj’^ librarian of a mechanics’ institution, 
every list new l>ooks, and every catalogue of old, 
all toll tlie same tale. The people wdi read noyeU; 
and all the managers of such a library ean do, is to 
take care that the library does not contain novels 
of a decidedly bad kind- Even among the higher 
classes there is a disposition equally strong, if not 
stronger, to patronise light literature; and a Lan- 
cashire cotton - spinner reading a ‘romance by the 
autlior of Waverley * in a public library, will favour- 
ably stand a comparison ^ith a man educated at one 
of the universities yawning over the last new novel at 
his club. Where ft the man of education or taste who 
would not, if lie could, blot oqt all his rqmembranccs 
of Scott’s novels, that he might roperuse theik with all 
tlie pleasure and zest of a first acquaintance ?,jAndwwhy 
should we be sorry to sec^ the sons of toil 'tloing that 
which we ourselves have done and would gladly ^do 
again? 

I-ess progress, as was to be expected, has been made 
witli the museum connected with the Salford Library. 
An excellent suite of yooras has, however, been prepared, 
and one of tliese is'al^ready well filled yrith sijccimons. 
The glass-cases attached to the wall have sheets of 
eight i&et by three ; so that from the top to 
wttom ts one unbroken mass, shciring specimens 


HINDOO HieTKOTHAl — DANriNC OIBIH <l VD DAVt IICO HO \ S — lOVR 
OK ^KWKI.S— ANf.I OJ^VdIAM ( OSi ICHT— DEP \RTL II K OK KIlIKNii', 
FOR Kl KOP^—CotHeaistoH. 

Derevther lOM. -VoHterday evening I can led out mv 
intention of seeing a nautcli. I sliould have been better 
amused at thcfancy-hall, w hichl had gi\ eii up, not caring 
to ventim* on two di^^sipated niglits clove together. 
This was a v^ry fine entertainment ten), quite beyond tin- 
ordinary style of an ordiiiarv iiautch, being given m 
honour of the hclpothal of two children of very liigh 
c.iste and w'calthy parentage. There w as a largo party 
of British asBembliHl. We had ^ first a dinner in the 
Euroxiean style; our BulOo host and the men of his 
family — a very numerous eounoction aeeiniiigly — sit- 
ting with us at table. Except the Tarst-e gm-sts, 
some of them ate, and all of them drank very so( iahly 
Dinner over, snd the great latly having made the 
proper move, wo IcBscr ladies rose and follow'od lur 
up stairs, when*, at tlie end of the drawing - nwmi, 
close to a large Indian screen, wrero the fimiales of 
the family, waiting anxiously to receive us. There 
were a good many of all a^s ; two young wives, roiilly 
handsome girls — all richly dressed in bilk sarees, edged 
witls gold or embroidery, the tight bodies underneath 
made either of fine, umslin, or of gold and silver tissue. 
^The garc< 3 ^fell gracefully around tlie upi>er part of their 
persons, and was Ihs^ only head-dress. Their little 
feet were popped into inlaid slippers, their ankles and 
Hteir arms were hnng with bangles ; strings of pearls 
were tftund their necks, and they wore cartings. The 
worth of oil these jewels must have been very groat ; 
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OHAMBm’S UDiyStJteGS JOUKNAB: ; 


Iwfc I doni; believe they were all pGreonal property, Hot 
the snrees neither^ — it was the wealth of the firm, or a 
portion of it at least, cxbj^itod on the various members 
upon this occasion of unusual display. The little bride 
and bridegroom were really loaded, poor cliildren, with 
pearls, diamonds, and gold ! The bridegroom Valked 
by the side of tlie old lady — ^the mother of the ttibe — 
and seemed to he three or four years. old; the bride 
.WHS a mere baby in the arms of her ayah. Our toilettes 
again delighted our female native a^qnaintancta They 
looked at us from head to foot all round, and touched 
all our clothes, lost in wonder at their form. Tlliey 
kept chattering all the time, and laughe^i with such 
genuine glee us w.as really quite infecting’ to hear; 
so wo joined the merry chorus heartily. At length 
the noise of approadiing gentlemen sounded up the 
staircase, and away the dark ladies all scudded behind 
tlie screen Avitli the quickness of children; and we 
.saw no more of them, although I am quite sure ths^ 
sawu#; for a whispering reached the ears of 

those who approached that Screen during the evening, 
and bright eyes could he detected glancing througli 
the (Tcvicos of the folding leaves. 

After tea and cofil'c, the nnuteh began. It is ccrtijinly 
not easy to nnderstand liow it can be thouglit amusing. 
Two dancing-girls stepj)ed forwm-d, and began to spin 
I’oiind like two teetotums, wliicli we tfK)k for a kind 
of preludi- ; but nothing more came of it : tlicy just 
si)im (Ml their allotted time. There was neither agility 
in their movements nor grace in their attitudes ; the 
f i t merely slndlliiig very quietly,* in time to the be:it 
of tlic tomtom, and the very monotonous tone of a sort 
of mandolin. The dress of the nautch-girl is curious: 
over tlie full and loosely -hanging drawers — which 
toueli the ground, and merely allow the point of the toe 
to be vi.siblo — she wears a short petticoat, exceedingly 
wide, plaited up in large folds all round her waist, 
banging about her person handsomely, while the Wearer 
is motionless ; but the moment she begins her spinning 
round, these folds open at the bottom like#an opening 
fan ; and l)cing supj)orted by the cfirrent of air passing 
nmler, the little full petticoat. sUinds out like a hoop, 
di.sdosing a scanty under-petticoat of muslin in the 
ordinary form. The nnitcrial of the upper dress was 
white and gold, or W'bite and silver muslin, or red and 
gold silk. Slniwl.^^ Avere rlrai)eried about the head and 
shoulders. 'When one pjiir of dancers had finished, 
another pair began : each set had its own mii.sicians — 
conceited-looking men, finely equipped in turhaii, shaAvl, 
and tunic* of gay colours, and geiier.illy handsome, 
thoiigli saucy enough. They are all inuch occupieil, 
(‘Mch Avith his own hit, holding their lieads on one side, 
and admiring, even apphniding, as the dance proeeetls. 
These musicians stood all in a row at the end of the 
apartment ; the girls not dancing sut on the ground at 
their feet, eacli pair beside their oAvn master. All the 
servant.s Avero ranged in tlie veranda, enjoying this 
rather tiresome sjAcctaSle witli^n intensity of pleasure 
which there is no possibility of a European compre- 
hending : and, by tlie by, I believe the Indians ns little 
nnderstand our dancing: they Avouder hoAv we can take 
such trouble when there arc those to bt had who, for 
pay, Avill (lance for us. We British all sat in digni- 
fied composure togothcr,»thc native gentlemen in great 
numbers a little rotnove(i from us smoking their bubbling 
hookahs, ^ 

When several pairs of girls had finished their ex- 
liibition, tAvo boys came forAvai^d, twirling round and 
shuffling their feet in just the same manner as <he 
girls hf^d done. Tlien the girls begag again ; and this 
time, while spinning round, they unwound their shaAvls, 
and twisted them into inUny in^pnious forms, making 
them up into bunches of flowers and other representa- 
tions, singing all the while, as well as moving their 
teet, a sort of Ioav humming chant, in praise, I bdtieA'e, 
of our entertiiiner. The two boys next gave a 


sword^a|iGO, |6ing many difficult feats, and strij^j^,;, 
and I thonghtf dangerous ones ; always tivirUng round 
however, "which seems to bQ|thie only* idea they hate 
ordanci^. J^en we had a tumbler with a body like 
an eel; and a hCatl of shock -hair— excepting which 
natural adornment he was otherwise all but naked. 

When the tumbler had finishecl, the best nautch- 
girl came forward alone. She had been seated all the 
evening rather apart, throwing herself into attitudes 
with a coquettish air, which spoke the prima dopua. 
She wa.s extremely well made; tall, and with fine 
Ifcatunjs ; her head pf^tieularly well set upon her 
shoulders, and het- conJplexion by no means dark— a 
great lieauty in Indian oyes^ Her dress was of ‘fine 
materials, and had nothin;^ tawdry about it ; and her 
. hair fell in long ringlets, English fashion. Poor girl, 
she could not have been all Hindoo ! Her dance avos 
same whirligig round and round as all the rest had 
but it was more gracefully done ; and her shawl 
^kitudes were really attractive. She had a way, too, 
of holding the edge of her wide petticoats in her fingers, 
while raising* both hands and clasping tliem over her 
head, thus letting the folds of the petticoat fall on 
either side in the form of the Avings of a butterfl}^: 
it was ver^' pretty'. As she began to turn quicker she 
sang, loud and screaming, an air with A^ery few notes; 
sad rather, yet pleasing ; witli a great many A'erscs to 
it; two or throe mandolins and a tomtom accompanying 
her. When she had tired lierself, a little girl of nine 
years old took lier plac«, and nautcluid far better than 
any of them. This concluded the entertainment : a 
very tiresome one to me : quite imintercsting. Up the 
country there is much better nautcUiiig it seems : tlie 
best must be wearisome enough, except to the natives, 
to all of vdiom it (XTtainly affords extreme delight. It 
is indeed the only way in Avliich the rich Baboos spend 
their Avealtli, or mark the difference between themselves 
and Jiieir inferiors. All classes appear' to have niucli 
the same tastes— a love of money, a supremo pleasure 
making it, in adding to it, and no Avay of showing 
they possess it, except this one of rfi^eat displays upon 
either religious or family festivals. They don’t (^are 
alxmt multiplying daily comforts ; they don’t feel any 
w'aiits beyond the simplest ; they seldom assist a friernf ; 
they are for the most jmrt indifferent to fine houses 
or handsome equipages ; but on these state cx;ca- 
sions, sometimes the* boards of a lifetime have been dis- 
sipated in one great feast, lasting days, perhaps Aveeks. 
The very poorest save for this purpose — beg, Iwrrow, 
stint themselA'cs of necessaries, to make their little 
suitable display, and lavish their wliole substance on 
one nautch. • 

Another passion they all seem to linve in common, 
ridi and poor alike — the love of jcAvcds. A ricli native 
will Avalk about at one of these fes^ts, when in full 
dress, bedecked Avith Avhat Avould pprenasc a principality 
in Australia. The women, Avhen seen, arc equally 
valuably laden ; and the p(.K)r, wdio can’t reach jewels, 
take to coloured glass, for bedizened they must be. 
Formerly, Avhen tliere aa'hs no safe way of investing 
money, it was a method of bawkiwg to buy up preeious 
stones; and the habit remains, noAv t hair the funds 
offer better security, and that mercantile speculation, 
alas I tempts io the risk of hard earnings. 

I2ifi . — tiur concert at last. We ueA'cr could eollect 
all th# perfi>rmers before : ono^or tw'o always happened 
to be out oAlie way ; and as a^'c Avero resolved to have 
a fuijl orchestra, we put off tlie great evening ‘day 
to day in orde!* to secure onr artists. One efl^t 
of this delay will be the proficiency consequent on such 
j*epeated practice. Your pianoforte is off already to 
Mr Black’s house, with all the little glass-cups its feet 
stand in to protect it from the white ants. The cups 
are deep; and’ filled Aiith water ; ‘any adventurous 
insect surmounting tlie slippery iSde falls into the 
lake below. Tha are all on the move tooj^iKl 



the ehaxM}6l(0te; and from the go-doir|fe large hoses 
hf smaU-ipares ^re been tidcing the road ever since 


ISt/j.-^This is Selena’s vedding-day ; t^e mjirriage has 
been a ^et one ; not more than twenty people present 


. daylight Caroline bein&no peiformer, has undertaken f at it in the cathedral, and about as many more at 


the c<>mmissailat i she mil also receive the compai^. dinner afterwards. The bride and bridegroom were as 
She went yesterday to see what was required ; made happy4ooking a pair as could well be seen-*-she slightly 
ont the necessary list on the spoj; ; came back to give agitated, timid and modest, and paler tlian usual, but 
; her orders; and is now oAT again to see how they have always gracefhl interesting; he a fine-spirited, 
been executed — her second visit to-day. She came decided-maimered young man, handsome from intelli- 
back extremely displeased from her first. Everything gehce and military bearing, and from his iimuistukable 
was in confusion; nothing had been properly done; air of Imving won^'the prize. The frioiidd all seemed 
nobody was inclined to take any trouble; the servants more than reconciled to him. The good ai»])ointinent 
were quite behind-hand. And there sat Helen and had ^developed numberless perfections in tlu' once 
her husband 1 No: ho stodb with his violin to his slighted Iqycr. Tlie dinner was very animated ; every 
, shoukler, and the tall partner bendipg over his viol de one seeming to be in spirits, as if particularly pleast'd ; 
gombar-^ wrapped up 4^ a trio of Beethoven’s, witli more than usually satisfied with so ordinary an alTair 
which we are to end our first act this pvening. If the- as a marriage. I certainly have no misgivings as to 
men had been at the counting-house, w'ould have the future happiness of Selena and her fiiiiliful lover, 
thought notliing of it — business must-be attended to ; We shall lose them, for his appointment is at a distance ; 
but to see them here, dead to the world, fiddling away, but wc part with tlic hope of meeting again, 
and all at sixes and sevens round them, was I'eaily — At last the sails. After t>vice nltering 

beyond her patience to bear ; and so she came oft* to her day, the captain has sent word that she starts with 
complain to me. She found me at her kid pianoforte, the ti<le to-night. Wo have had a toiling morning, still 
totally abstracted in the difiicult accompauinieut of a sending stray luggage on board even to n(*ar the last, 
fine quartette of Mozart’s, in which our baritone is to and after all finding another trunk required to hold the 
electriiy the audience. In total despair she; turned to gatherings. No place Could well have been more 
the consomaun, the only friend she has this day a wret<died than the sick partner’s house during this 


chance of interesting in lier perplexities. 


unsettled time It shewed all the melancholy synip- 


Angry as dear Cary was, she did all she had under- toms of approaching desertion. The furniture >\as 
token well; and the rooms looked so pretty in the even- disaiVangcd, the packing was going forv^ard, the chil- 
iug, and she was so heartily thanked, so much praised drerf were unsettled, and the mabter and mistress very 
then, when we were at leisure to think of all the trouble much out of spirits.’^ The leave-taking of their serv^ants 
she had taken, that she got into excellent humour, and was quite atfecting, for the natives are a grateful and 
forgave us all. The long drawing-room was the concert- afl’ectionate i^eople ; perhaps easily movi fl to tt‘urs, still 
room — desks and cliairs at one end for the orchestra, there must be some feeling before tears fiow . ’Fliey 
the pianoforte in the centre of them, with standing to^gged their sahibs to come back again, promising 
lights on each side of it for the vocalists. At the other literally to be ‘ gootl boys’ till their return. ’Die In^ad- 
end, rfnd down the long wjills of the room, were sofiis servant and her own particular personal .itlend nit 
for the company. In the binaller drawing-room a kisseh Mary’s hands over and over again, .‘^nyiiig what 
number of little tables were laid with r(ifre8hraent.s. a kmd mistress she Jiad Ikh'u — how *'lioukJ they bear to 
The veranda vas covered in witli matting, hung will* serve any otlicr. I wa.s realiy glad to esea]>e from them, 
red curtains, carpeted, lighte<l by our chaudeliers, and Tlie scene at Helen’S house 1 shall not > eiituri' neat. 


funiished with our sofas. 'I’he efteet was excellent. 
Cary acknowledged she considered it her masterpiece, 


We ha\e got them oft* at last — Freeman and all tlie 
cliildren — and the first division of tlie cabin luggage 


and a most agreeable lounge we Mi found it. About went on l>oard early in the ofti^rnoon. Cary’s ser\.ints 
forty intimate friends formed the company. With kul been in the vessel since quite the niuiuiiig, arnmg- 
great difticulty has Helen managed to keep the party ing the furniture. After dinner came the melancholy 
so small ; for the fame of the musicians — we will say parting. Helen Mr Black took charge* of the *»ick 
nothing about the novelty of the entertainment — had man, and f went Mth Marj^, and the now trunk, and a 
caused a great demand for invitations. We numbered new tin case, and sundry bundles and some bags and 
twelve musicians, amateurs and professionals; aud baskets. Edwa/’d’s carriage conveyed us quickly to the 
having conMed the leadersliip to one wc felt perfect ghaut, where Arthur and 1, at the sanu* liim* of night 


confidence^ m following, wc really did our parts well. 
It was a very perfectly executed concert — the instru- 


a year ago, had landed. The comfortable boat of one 
of the native partners of the firm was there waiting 


mental part excellent, and the singing much better for uh, and wc were soon alongside* the bhip. It an as 
than is generallv beai\l in private society : the one nearly dark : all was wretchedly uneomfortahle, ron- 
soprano voice is narijly to lie equalled any wlierc. She fused, and noisy, and crowded ; altogether, it was very 
outdid 11018611 this evening, particularly in one duct sad. The uncertainty of tlie pi^-or debilitated husband 
with the baritone, whose quartette, by the by, was also recovering ; the unfitne^ of the young wife to scramble 
eminently successful. It was encored. We had chosen through lier troublcKl way with such a charge and her 
good composers and pleasing compositions— nothing four baby children ; and Helen’s silent agony as she 
very difficult either ofsewcution or comprehension— and herself undressed her pretty hoys, and hud them in 
the result was deservedly gratifying to us. The audi- their little cOto, kissing them for the last tmie as her 
ence had been equally well selected; all people really children, for if they live to meet again, it is grown meu 
fond of listoniug to muaic. The only caenjilaint made who will receive the embrace dt* their mother. I could 
was that the concert was too short. We ifere really not stay below — I was choking : I left the cabins with- 
rewarded for our pains preparing it. And how^nany ^iit saying farewell, and waiteil upon deck the reappear- 
pleasant e^nings had our rehearsals given us 1 How ance of Mr Black aud Helen. They I'amc^ he leading 
w^ acquainted aome of us have becoiqe by means of her silently, and we descended to the boat, and reached 
this help to intimacy I It was no bad x)art of the th# sliore, and entered the carriage, and drove away ; 
arrangements to find at the end of the great crash, the not one single werd uttered amongst us. She lay with 
final flourish, when all rose to mingle in a moving; her head upon her husband’s shoulder in speechless 
crowd, that the slight refreshments of the round tables grief. It was the Ihost miserable half hour I ever 
had been changed into a good substantial supper; and passed. It must be like a succession of deaths to 
as nothing gives such an appetite as music, frill justice pmnto these dreadfhl separations from their cliildren. 
%ms done to ail provided. I don’t know what o’clock Clay* nappy, thoughtless Helen I she will never wear 


%ms doni» to ail provided. X don’t kno 
tb 4 ^^wiie|k<nir meny party brokf u^f. 


lon’t know what o’clock tJaypiappy, thoughtless Helen 1 she will never wear 
»roke u^f. l^r bright smile again. 


CHiMBEBS’S ECtHEttaGH JGUBNAIi. 


16(/i. — 'Alia is tho anniversary of onr airival. One 
whole year we liave been in Calcutta— a very happy 
one, all things considered^ Arthur’s prospects are very 
fair. If he proceed as he* has begun, ho may do here 
what he never coiild have done at home— save out 
of the income ho will earn at the bar, from the Mgin- 
ning of liis law career. And for l)^ppiness ^hile 
doing BO, we can insure it, for we have but to will it 
— the way is very plain. It is a little dihicnlt to b(?ar 
up against the languor induced by tite climate ;*but for 
the greater part of the year it can be done, and hesjtli 
can be preserved here as at home — by care. India, 
so little known by those unconnected witli^ it, reveals 
itself on near approach as much like any other place 
where British congregate. The busy may work, the 
reflecting may study, the benevolent may serve their 
kind, and the frivolous will find their follies. Duty 
licre must guide us as elsewhere. We move into our j 
own house upon the 20th ; after wliich, as we intend 
lead a much quieter life than w^havo been able to do 
hitherto, my journal will become of little interest. 


THINGS TALKED OE IN LONDON. 

March , 1031. 

Scottish men may plume themselves somewhat on a 
matter connected with the Exhibition: their stall in 
the Crystal Palace, with its display of goods^ and 
cunning handiwork, is the first finished: The special 
iriorit belongs to the worthy burghers of the little 
of Dunfermline. Now tliat the building can 
be seeu in all its complete proiiortions, with the 
painting and decoration so far tulvanced as to pro- 
ducfj an effect, its attraction increases; and the crowds 
that fl(K;k to Hyde Park, favour<jd by the present 
fine weather, constitute already a ‘fair ’ of such mag- 
nitude, as^ to remind you of the great gatherings 
talked about in history. Yenders of cakes, cigars, 
fruit, sw eetmeatfi, and potables, ocejupy the rfjqiroaches ; 
while itinerant retailers of ‘ Splendid Engravings of 
Mr I^axton’s Palace of Glass,* one penny each, and 
*Corrt*ct History and Descriptions of the Crystal 
I’aliice,’ only sixpence, w'alk up and dowrii, and entice 
customers among the multitudes. The southern end of 
the transept looks remarkably imposing, with its deco- 
rations of w hite and blue, and circle of numerals to mark 
tlie lioiiFvS of the elcjctric-eloek there to be set up ; and, 
whatever nmy liave been predicted of the tout ensemble^ 
wliether of tiic inside or outside, the fiiult-finders are 
now' ill a minority. Notwithstanding the host of 
onlookers, the various works are going on with syste- 
matic celerity: sappers and miners, policemen, artificers, 
and porters, each man has a certain task assigned him, 
with regulations to prevent interference of the nume- 
rous groups. ‘ Mind your work !’ is the onler of the day ; 
and with pass-tickets sand coj^uter-cliecks due order 
is preserved over the vast establishment. Of course 
you know what has been published touching the ml mis- 
sion ehnrgi^s, but there will be no harm in reiMjatiiig 
them. Season tickets, of which 4000 have been 
already sold, are to be three guineas •for a gentle- 
man, and tw'o guineas for a lady; and on the first day 
of opening, none but thcliolders of these tickets are to 
be admitt(?d. On the two following days the charge 
w ill be a sovereign per heatl, and from the 4tli to the* 
21th df May, five shillings per head ; after which, on 
the first four days of every weekf it will be one shilling 
only ; on Fridays it will be half-a-crown, on Saturdays, 
five shillings, as long as the show* lasts. Thus all 
parties will have an opportunity to gratffy their curio- 
sity according to their means,. IdRuro, Or inclination. 
The thousands of handicraftsmen and operatives in our 
northern counties who inake I^itsuntide an esj^al 
holiday, wUl be able to oome tip in June, with (|heir 
wives and children, and see the frtmous Exhibition— 


somettofi about for the rest of their 

Eighth of show for a shilling !— less than thl^ 
^things an acre J Lodgings f^r working-men are being; 
fitted up on a large scale in Westminster, where cheap ■ 
beds, cheap foodT, cleanliness, and security, and a line of 
conveyance to the Park, are the claims put forward 
for the allurement of guests. Householders with, spare 
rooms and Spore beds are everywhere on the alert; 
those who never turned a penny in their lives before 
mean to do so now. IVadesmen, too, are laying their 
plans for transferring coin from the pockets of visitors 
ta their^^own. Bookse^prs, in particular, are active 
w'ith Guide-Books,* Maps of the Metropolis, and Cau- 
tious, Directions, and Descriptions; at all prices ; dis- 
daining not ‘the exiguous ssixpence,’ or its cuprife- 
rous unit. And, not to be behind-hand, omnibuses are 
already placard^jfi, ‘ To the Exhibition — all the way — 
^3!^>epence ; ’ or have the word Exhibition painted in 
capitals on their varnished sides. Whether loco- 
naotion is to be possible in our thoroughfares or on our 
river, when Jhe additional battalions of omnibuses, 

. cabs, and steamboats enter the field, is a problem 
[ which midsummer will solve much more accurately 
I than any present speculation. 

Goods for show, native as well as foreign, are pouring 
in fast, numerous and various. France is to send us 
L.800,000 worth; Italy and Switzerland mean to beat 
us — if they can ; Sardinia has just sent her quota of 
industrial and artistic ingenuity ; and before these lines 
arc printed, the St lAivn ence, a United States frigate, 
will have arrived with her multifarious cargo of Yankee 
notions ; besides the Susquehanna^ a war-steamer, which 
in herself is to exhibit the skiil of American ship- 
builders, and also to bring specimens of wliat can be 
done by the mechanics and artisans of Philadelphia — 
the city of brotliiiriy love, as it is often called by 
Brother Jonathan. Among the articles for exhibition 
from the state of New York, we are to liave sawing- 
machines, gold-mounted harness, fire and water proof 
paint ; springs for chairs, bedsteads, and railway seats ; 
brooms, bridges, stoves, sleighs^ books, telegraphs, 
stetmiers, teeth, hats, coat and trousers, bonnets; a 
herbarium of 300 plants, and paintings of native wild- 
flowers — the* last two by ladies. The specimens of 
le*ither will, it is said, present some extraordinary 
qualities ; and daguerreotype-machines are talked of 
which will take pictures exceeiling in dimensions all 
that has hitherto been attempted or accomplished in 
that department of art. If every state in the Union 
is to send in the like proportion, the St Lawrence will 
be stowed to repletion, and the Crystal* Palace ivill 
have to concede a good breadth of territory ;* the more 
so, as wo are promised a multitudinous tlirong of the ‘ 
makers of tlic interesting articles above enumerated. 
So many, indeed, have made up their mind to come 
over, that a jacket is to sail frouj New York daili/ for 
their conveyance. It will be a rare time for ethnolo- 
gists and social philosophers to study the genus homo — 
to compare transatlantic and Gallic republicans ; Ken- 
tucks and Kalmucks ; Brazilians and Belgians ; Indians 
and Icelanders ; Poles and Pat^(^fiiaus I The concourse 
will be a notewortliy one, and well w*)rth S pilgrimage 
to the metropolis to look at it. 

The prij^tii!^ of the catalogue of the Exliibition is 
rapidly proce^ing. There lire to ho editions in 
Freiicu aiflj German, besides two in English ; of 
the latter, the most complete will comprise sofoe 
thoilsand pages, as numerous , illustrations are pro- 
mised of the articles exhibited. An abridgment, how- 
ever, for popular use wiU bo sold in the building for 
bne shilling ; and we are given to understand that it 
shall specify all the objects on show, and contain 
roferencea to their positions, so tbitt ai^ht-scers may 
find whatever they want. The prfoe of the foreign 
catalogues will haif-a-crown : ^ the editions are to 
be re^y by the fiift of May. It is considered^^liSt 









tfieir, pabUrA^DD wpitol opp^oqjty to ad* 

V(^sers.« I vhein^ tbb other day that a wellrlciiown 
clothmg ifir&l kad 0 ^pr the outside • end 

cover <u the icat^^ as on advertisement page, a&a 
that Ihelr offer had not been accepted. The sum asked 
is said to be 

Ap^t from what America is to do apropos of the 
Exhibition, a few items of invention have lately come 
to hand from the western republic, which I may as 
well chronicle before proceeding ihrther. One is, 
‘an improyed method of manufjMituring drop -shot,* 
of which the patentee statjs — ‘ The main^ feature 
of my invention consists in causing the fVised metal 
to fail through an aseChding curi^nt of air, whicli 
sliall travel at such a velocity that tlie dropping 
metal shall come in contact with the ^amc number or 
more particles of air, in a short towe^ than it would 
invf^^ through the high towers lieretofore found 
n^essayy.* Another, wliich is said to prevent fatigue 
in ivalldng, ‘ consists in making a hollow metallic heel 
for boots and shoes, in two parts, one pla^d within the 
Other, with a spring between them, toV support the 
wedght of the body, and prevent the unpleasant shocks 
produced by the concussion of the ordinary boot-heel 
upon a hard surface, when the wearer is walking fast.* 
Boots, as y'ou know, are criticised as severely as hats — 
both alike condemned as detrimental to human com- 
fort: if the spring-heels prove a step towards reform, 
wc on this side the ocean shall not be slow to make 
trial of them. Tlien there is a man in Massachusetts 
who has contrived an ‘improved table for ships’ cabins,* 
intended especially for the use of sea-going vessels — 
the particular object of the invention being, to always 
preserve the top surfece of the table horizontal in a 
transverse direction, during tlie motions of the Vessel 
produced by the sea or otherAvise.* Tins table, which 
may he pronounced a ‘ trimmer,* comes just in time to 
suit the crowd of adventurers who mean to tempt old 
Neptune’s playfulness .during the next six months. 
Another strengthens spwn-handles by means of a wire 
concealed within their substance. Another has a sau- 
sage-machine, ‘by the action of which the meat is 
minced or ground, and the sau sage stuffed, at one 
operation.’ Another makes rakes with spring teeth; 
another brooms and brushed, handle and all, out of one 
and Uic same inece of wood, or whateve^ may bo the 
material used. Another rejoices in an ‘ improvement 
for cleansing bottles another in ‘ an improvement in 
securing liooks-and-cyes to taiie and dresses;’ a ‘ma- 
chine for turning leaves of books’ — a desideratum with 
pianofortists* and. drowsy lecturers ; and another pror 
duces buttons from straw. Well may this be calleil 
the utilitarian age! But the list is not ended yet: 
there is an improved sun-dial which, with a ‘ shadow- 
indicator’ attached to the gnomon, tells you not only 
the hour, but the <3^y and name of the month aU 
througli the year. More ingenious, perhajis, tlian use- 
ful, especially in a land whore clockmakers are so 
numerous and clocks so cheap. Next come ‘ railroad 
gates,’ which open and shut of tliemsclyes whenever a 
train passes; and, last f4T the present, ‘a life-preserv- 
ing hammo^’— -^n article worthy of more than passing 
consideration, with the late melancholy steamboat 
accidents fresh in our memory. It ‘ censists in the 
construction of a hollow, sectional, air-tight^ammock, 
of India-rubber cloth, to^be inflatcKl with air, anfl pro^ 
vided with a provision r^uch, pillow, vfetcr-iwucli, 
inflating tubes and valves, loops and ^ggles, slmgs, 
thimbles, lanyards, an^ other appendages^ by which it 
^ made to serve the pur^scs of a hammock-mattress, 
" in case of shipwreck, as a life-preserver ; also as as 
nhe and pontoon, ibf the Support of a hridge-raft, for 
the iii^ovia of ca^^s froip stranded sltips, barricades 
agaiki^t sraall shot of tlie eileihy daring an action, 

for i^hier purposes.* The catsjogue M uses is ccr- 
"“^“ Suffkdently extensive : ff thd iilf ientor liarc tact 


as well as talent, he will send a few over in the Sus* 


Enough, however, for the-^oment, of transatlantic 
projects; I must tell you ^f a few other talkcd-of 
matters. The Academy of Sciences at Munich has 
appoih^d live commissions for the physical exploration 
Bavaria : tl^c department of botanical geography 
fulls 4o Martius, a foreign member of some of our 
leSmed societies, and well known for his scientific 
writing^ on vegofhhle productions and phenomena. 
Tl^n our Grcographical Society has harl a little wind- 
fall, which has set some tongues in motion. It appears 
that a yea^ or two ago the pope appointed Dr Knob- 
lecher, an Austrian, vicar-gencral of a mission to Central 
Africa. After staying for some time among the 
Maronites of Lehiinoii, the reverend envoy travelled 
on at the end of 184t) to Khartoum, tlic ])oint Avhere 
the Nil© diverges into wliat arc knoAvn as the WHiite 
Fork and Blue Fork. Tlie doctor pursued his journey 
along the former of tVe two, up to about four degrees 
from the equator, where he ascended a mountain called 
Logwok, from the top of which he saw' the river trend- 
ing away in a smith-Avesterly direction, until it avus 
lostcamong mountains. Tlie stream at tlie fiirthest 
point reached was more than 200 yards w'ide, and from 
9 to 18 feet deep. If not interruptcHl b}' rapids or shal- 
lows, what availabilities would not such a chminel 
affonl for navigation ! Tlie doctor lielieve.s that the 
sourdc of the river will be found south of the equator ; 
and having come to Eurotxj to advise and recruit, 
intends to return to tlie torrid zone forthwith, and hopes 
to be again among the Bari negroes — the most distant 
tribe wliich he 8:iw — by November next. We can but 
wish success to liis further explorations ; for the geo- 
graphy of Central Africa is not less interesting to us 
than that of the Arctic regions, on Avliich so ihneli 
endeavour and money have been expcndeil. 

I (flid not mean to say anything more about AmiTica 
in this gossip, hut there is one little item relating to 
travel whieh presses for notice. It is, that a Ingh- 
pressure steamer, fl(lty-five feet in length, vdtli two 
engines of ten-horse priwer each, has been Imilt at New 
York for service on Lake Tibicaca, in I’oru. It is of 
course made to take to pieces, and no piece is to Aveigh 
more than .^50 xiounds, so as not to bt* too lieavy for tlie 
mules on whoso h^ks it Avill have to l>e carried up the 
Andes to its do^Jination. The lake is so extensive, ns 
to be worthy the name of an inland sea; and besides 
the valuable wootl AA'hich groAA's in iibundanct' on its 
shores, there ai;e other products out of wliich corainerco 
knows how to extract a ^irofit. Should the first vessed 
succeed, she will lie speedily followed hy n consort. 
Frequently in sucli enterprises us these, AA'hich make 
but little noise, and scarcely excite attention, the germ 
is deiiositod of vast s(M-.ial changes, w hicli in after-years 
puzzle alike the politician and idiilosopher. 

It is some time since I afflicd^Y^ you witli any detuils 
of social statistics, so y??u must permit me now to call 
your attention to one or two from the last ‘ Quarterly 
Return* of the Registrar- General. He tells us, that ‘ in 
their general character the returns' of the last quarter 
of 1850 are highly favourable, and imply a liappiev 
condition of the population at the close than at the 
commencement of the year. •Wliilc few'cr lives luivo 
been lost by epidemics, the marriages and hirtlis haA'C 
increased.’ The marriages ore given for the quarter 
ending September fiOtli. TJie number was 37,490 — 
‘mbro by 10,000 thajywere registered in tlie summer 
quSrier of 1842 ; auft 2400 more than have been returnc<l 
in the summer qujirter of any previous years. Allowing 
for increase of jKipulation, the proportion of marriages 
is greater than it hdk been in the same season of any 
since the registration commenced.* This increase 
has been general aU over the country, excepting the 
east^n and south-eastern counties ; and, singularly 
enough, we find it greatest in the weaving districts. 




*Iii the ptrely agricultip'id counties/ continues the perseve wee oltho p^ple in affairs of business/ And 
Ztegistrar, * marriage went on slowly, but steadily ; in with thii^ dejndlistration of authorship against custbtn 
all the iron and coal fields at but a slightly-incr0(^ing and faslfidh^ I cease to tax your patience nntil tlie 
rate ; while in all the coiifities peopled by the workers eq^nox has come and gone— rad then I " 
in lace, silk, wool, and cotton, the number of marriages • • 

— of new families established — has increased at «a rate iir r r aa aa y 

ofwliidi there are few examples in the rotums of the .CflUif fot ^OUtt{ 

last hundred years/ nien we are told lAiat the iSrtlis stolen rnuiT. 


of wliidi there are few examples in the rotums of the .CflUif fot ^OUtt{ 

last hundred years/ nien we are told lAiat Vthe iSrtlis ih^ stolen eeuit. 

in tlie quarter following, wliich ended on December . * i' 7 'T'r x ^ 

31, 1850, were ttl8o the greatest immher ever regis- loth of August 1777, two little girls of seven or 

tered in tlie autumn quaiters of aiy previout ytir : P ‘^“5 “ ».gard«* 

1 </• of'u K • ' fTu luCorsica. After runiimg up and down among the traes 

Children were bom m the three months. .Mie „„eTf them stopped the other at the entrance 

births lu-e u generid most numcaous^n the sprmg to 

quartei, .ind were b<> m the spring of ISoO : they liave * Eliza,’ sho saitL ‘ don^t go jany farther : it frightens 

since greatly exceeded tlio numbers registered m pre- ,ne to look into th^ black cave.’ 

vioiis years in all tlie divisions of the kingdom, whether » Nonsense ! ’Tis only Naplleon’s Grotto/ 

agncultund or manufacturing, in counties ravaged by ‘Tiiis garden belongs to your undo Eesch : has he 

cholera, and in counties left unscathed by that plague!’' given this dark L»le to Napoleon T 

Thu.s it would seem as though nature were eager Panoria ; my great unde has not given him this 

repair Aho loss caused hy sweeping visitations of the But as he often comes and spends hours in it 

fierce epidemic. ‘The excess oMiirths registered over by himself, we all call it NapoleorCs Grotto.^ 

deaths in the quarter is 54,245. The usual excess is * And what <>au he be doing there V 

40,000 more births than deaths. The excess in the last ‘Talking to himself.* 

quarter of 1845 was 50,000; in 1847, when infiuen/n * What about?* 

was epidemic, only 24,000; in 1849, when the choWa ‘Oh, I don’t know : a variety of things. But come, 
epidemic was rapidly declining, 88,000. During the help me to^athef a large bunch of flowers.’ 
v liole of the year 1850, the birtlis were 593,567, the ‘/“st now, when we were on the lower walk, you told 
deaths 369,6*79, and consequently the excess of births me not to pull any, although there was abundance of 
over dcatlw was 223,888 iq England: tlie same .year sweet ones.* 

280,843 i niigrants sailed from the shores of the United ‘ ^es ; but that was in my uncle the canon’s garden.* 


280,843 laiiigrants sailed from the shores of the United 
Kingdom — 214,606 (many of theinuf Irish birth) from 
Ihivlaiul, 15,154 from Sf;otland, and 51,083 from Ire- 
land. The number of births and deaths iU' IScothind 
and Ircfaiid is unknown; and the census alone can 
disclose at what iirecise rate the population increases ; 
but we know that the new births more than replace 
the vast armies of iwaecful emigrants that every year 
assciidile without mucli noise, and, led apparently by 
the same kind of Divine instinct that directs other 
migrations, leave their native hind to seek homes in 
regions prepared for them all over the worhf’ 

K(»w, about a book or two, and then to finish: 


‘ Yes ; but that was in my uncle the canon’s garden.* 

‘ And are bis flowers more sacred than those of Uncle 
Fesch ? * • 

‘ They are indeed, Panoria.* 

‘ And why ? * 

‘ I’m sure I don’t know ; but when any one wants to 
prevent our playing, they say, “ That will give your 
uncle the canon a headache I” Whcii we aro not to 
touch something, ’tis always, “ I’hat belongs to the 
canon 1” If we want to eat some line fruit, “ Don’t touch 
that j His for your uucle the canon I ” And even when 
lie are praised or rewarded, ’tis always because the canon 
is pleased with us ! ’ . 

‘ Is it because he is archdeacon of Ajaccio that people 


people who read Pronch literature arc talking of are so much afraid of him ? ’ 

‘Whims and Levities,’ recently published at .Paris. ‘ Oh no, Panoria ; but because he is our tutor. 

f'f'l -..1. Ti r c 1 ^ ^ _ 1. . . ^ ’ _ 


I ho autlior, M. Petit-Sonn, says, by way of sample, is not riclj enough to pay for masters to teach us, and he 
‘ People olleii find theinseJve.s cleverer in thinking of has not time to look after our education himself ; so 
whiit they might have said, tlian in remembering wdiat our uncle the canon teaches us eveiy thing. He is not 


tiiey really did say.’ Again — ‘We can finjJ a day to 
eii.joy ii jdcasiire, but seek for an hour to acquit our- 
selves of a.diity.’ And — ‘ Groat legislators, in enliglit- 
ening a iH*of)le, raise thciii up to theniJ^'lvcs ; tribunes 


who seek l)ut to delude, sink down to their level.* Panoria ? ’ 


rcr in thinking of has not time to look after our education himself ; so 

.•cmernbering wdiat our uncle the canon teaches us eveiything. He is not 

can finjJ a day to unkind, but he is very strict. If we don’t know our 

air to acquit our- lessons, he slaps us smartly,’ 

slators, in enliglit- ‘ And don’t you call that unkind, Eliza ?* 

niJ^'lvcs ; tribunes ‘ Not exactly. Do you never get a whipping yourself, 


Another subject is, 


ctions for tlie Preservation of ‘ No indeed, Eliza. It is the Corsican fashion, to beat 


English Antiquities,’ by tlie secretary of the Society of children ; but our family is Greek, and mamma says 
Antiipiaries ; a small pamphlet, intended chiefly for the Greeks must not be beaten.’ 

instruction of the humbler classes, who often thr ugh / Pheu I’m sure, Panoria, 1 wish 1 were a Greek ; for 

lefiu;c or destroy objects of antiquity which unjjJeasant to be slapped U 

leir possessi^i. Anil last is Mr Johnston’s daresay your brother Napoleon does not like it 


ignorance defiu;c or destroy objects of antiquity which unipeasant to be siappt 

fall into their possessi^i. Anil last is Mr Johnston’s daresay your brother Nti 

‘England as It Is,* &c. — a work worth reading, not- ^ , 

ivitlistandinft the author’s strictures on nearly the is the only one of my brothers who does not ^ 

wl.olo scope of our imUtlcal and sochd life. With him “ w>>en he i. punished. If you heard what 

all is barren ; nothing to inspire promise or liope. I “ 

•T.:!rv"i:sr r“’ fr ““tuno'uTCw can hS he taking about 

of many besides tl.e writer He is ^plainmg ot the 

unhealthy desire nianifestejl to get into company, and . -> flere he is ! Let us hide ourselves behind 

sa,ys_* i„ sec num of science pursuing knighthoods, jjjjg i»ae-lii»e, and you’ll hear.’ 
and ribbons, and decorations — men of literature anxious^ < j Seferia corning to cal/ us.’ 

U) rub their skirts to dull du^es or leaden lords— • i take her an«hour to gather ripe fruit 

members of parliament propitiated by tickets t<^ a uud© the*caiion. We shall have time enough. 


state ball — professional men who scarcely allow them- Cornel* 

selves an lioiir of recreation— to serf all this, and the ^ And the little girls, gliding between the rock and the 
pompous, hot, lieavy diuitors— the parade, the waste, overhanging shruh^, took up their position in perfect 
the prodigality of expense, the iWTerty of sense, cheerr concealment. 


Ailness, and cordiality— is certainly enough to abate 
one’s pride in *tbc social philosophy of England, ’.jha t- 
cver wo may say of the energy, enterprise, ability^nd 


The boy who adranood towards tho grotto differed 
from the. generality of childi'cn of hU ai^ in the size of 
his head, the ma#sive form of. his noble brow, and the 


He walked 


fixed ezpreesion of his ey^. He wauced 

Slowlv— "looking ht the, bright blue sesr^nd unconsdous 
that his liroceedings were closely watohed by two pair of 
little bxi^t bUck eyes. ^ ^ 

* Hereli anx my own master i * he said as he entered 

the grotto* * No one commands me here ! ’ And seating 
himself royally on a bench within the dark entrance, he 
continued— ‘This is ray birthday. I am eight years 
old to-day. I wish I lived among the Spartans, then I 
Should bo beyond the control of women ; but now I have 
to obey such a number of people— old Severia among 
the rest. Ah, if I were the master ! ’ «• 

* Well, and if you were tlyp master, what would* you 
do?* cried Eliza, thrusting forward Mor pretty little head. 

‘ First of all, I*d teaci? you not come listening at 
doors,* replied Napoleon, ^disconcerted at being over- 
hoatd. 

‘ But, brother, there *s no door that 1 can see." 

‘No matter, you have been eaves -J^lropping all the 
same.* 

‘Eliza! — Panoria!’ cried a loud voice. ‘Whore can 
these children have gone to I * 

The young ladies came out of theii* leafy lurking- 
place in time to meet the little Bonaparte’s nurse, 
Severia — a tall old woman, who carried on her arm a 
basket filled with the most luscious tempting pears, 
grapes, and figs. ^ 

‘A pear, Severia!* cried Napoleon, darting forwards, 
and thrusting his hand into the basket. 

‘ The saints forbid, child ! * exclaimed Se\ oria. ‘ They 
are for your uncle the canon ! * 

‘ Ah !’ said Napoleon, drawing back his hand as quickly 
as if a wasp had stung him. 

Panoria burst out laughing. 

‘ I iierer saw such people ! ’ she said, ao soon as her 
mirth allowed her to speak. ‘ My uncle the canon seems 
the bugbear of the whole family. Is Severia afraid of 
him too?* 

Not more than I arn,* said Napoleon boldly 
‘ And yet you weic afraid to take a peer 
‘ Because I did not wish to do it, Panoria.’ 

* Hid not dare do it, Napoleon! * • 

‘ Did net tmh to do it, Panoria.* 

‘ And if you wished it, would you do it J ’ 

‘ Certainly I would.* 

‘1 think you are a boaster, D apolcon ; and in yoni 
uncle’s presence would be just as great a cowaid as Kli^a 
or Pauline ? * 

‘Come, children, follow me,’ said Severia, walking on. 
'You think I am a cowaid?* whispered Eliza to her 
little friend. ‘Come into the house, and bee if I don’t 
eat as much of uncle’s fruit as 1 please. Mamma is 
gone out to^ pay a visit, and will not be home until 
to-morrow*’ 

‘Then T *11 help you,’ said Panoria And the little 
girls, fixing their wistful eyes on the tempting fruit, 
followed Severia to the house- 

Napoleon remained some-^ime longer in his grotto; 
and when supper-titne approached, he went into the 
house. Feeling very thirsty,’ ho entered the dining-room, 
in which was a large cupboard, where fresh water was 
usually kept. Just as he was going in, he heard a noise : 
the cupboard doors were quickly shut, and he caught a 
glimpse of a white disappearing through the open 
window. Instead^ however, of looking after the fugitive, 
ho went quietly to get a glass of water in the cupboaid. 
Yhen, to his dismay, he saw his uncle’s Wket of fruit 
half empty ! While, forgetting his thirst, ho look^ with 
astonishment xt the fruU, considering wIk^* could have 

a Hhief, a vo^ behind him roused him from 

r * . 

you doing there, Napoleon? You know 
mitted to help yourself to supper.’ 

:le tbe canod himself— a short, stout ol(b 
d head, Vhose otherwise ordinary features 
[> with the eagle glance which afterwards 
is grand-nephew. 

aking anytning, uncle/ itiplled Napoleon. 
^Ifi^tlien suddenly the idea ocou^n^to him that he 


might be accused of having taken the firuit, the blood 
ru&ed botiv to his cheeks. 

His oonmsion was so evident, that the canon said, 
‘ I hope you are not telling a^falsehood, Napoleon ? ’ 

‘ I never tell fWsehoods,* said the boy proudly. 

‘ W,hat were you doing 1 ’ 

‘ I was thirsty; I came to get some water.* 

* No harm iiv that — and then, my boy 2 ’ 
j ‘ That was all, uncle.* 

‘ Have you -drunk the water ?* 

‘ No? uncle; nof^yefc.* 

rThe archdeacon shook his head. * You came to drink, 
and* you did not drink; that does not hang well together. 
Napoleony'take care. If you frankly confess your fault, 
whatever it may be, you shall be forgiven ; but if you 
tell a lie, and persist in it, I warn you ^at I shall punish 
you severely.* 

The entrance of M. Bonaparte, M. Fesch, and Joseph, 
Napoleon’s eldest brother, interrupted the conversation ; 
and for some minutes the elder gentlemen spoke to each 
other on political su^iects; when a sudden exclamation 
from Severia, as she opened the cupboard, attracted the 
attention of all. 

* Santa Madona ! who has taken the fruit 1* 

‘^Xhis is the mystery discovered !’ said the canon, 
turning towards Napoleon. ‘ So you stole the fruit ? ’ 

* I never touched it,’ replied the boy. 

‘Call in the other children/ said the archdeacon. 

In a few minutes five beautiful children, three boys 
end«two girls, formed a group round theli lather, u ho, 
looking at each one in turn, asked — ‘ Which of you has 
taken the fruit that was gathered in your uncle the 
canon’s garden ? ’ 

‘ 1 did not !’ ‘ Nor I !’ ‘ Nor I !* cried they all But 
Eliza's voice was lower and less assured than those of 
the others. 

‘ And you, Napoleon ?* 

‘ 1 have said, papa, that I did not do it ’ 

‘That’s a falsehood’* exclaimed Sc^eiin, who, being 
an old domestic, took great libortics. 

‘ If you were not a woman ! ’ said Napoleon, shaking 
his small blenched hand at hoi. 

‘ Silence ! Napoleon/ said his father steriil}. 

‘It must have beerr you, Napoleon/ t’ud Severia; 
‘for after putting the fruit into the < iipboai 1, 1 never 
left the anteroom, and not a soul passed through ex- 
cept the archdeacon and yourself. If he has not taken 
them ’ 

‘I wish had/ said the old gentleman, ‘ uT.d 

then I should not have the grief of seeing one of ni} 
children persist in a he.* 

‘ Cnclc, 1 am not guilty/ repeated Napoledn firmly. 

‘ Do not be oWinate, but confess,’ said his father 
‘ Yes/ added the canon; **tiB the only way to escape 
punishment.’ 

‘But 1 never touched the fruit — indeed, I did not.’ 
‘Napoleon,’ said his uncle, ‘i cannot believe )ou I 
shall give you five minutes ; and if, at the end of that 
time, you do not confess, and ask for pardon, I shall whip 
you.’ 0 * 

* A whip is for horses and dogs, not for children !* said 
the boy. 

‘ A whip is for disobedient, lying children,’ replied his 
father. ^ ’ 

‘ Then ’tis unjust to give it me, for I am neither a liar 
nor disobedient.’ So saying, Napoleon crossed his arms 
on his chest, and settled himself iii a firm attitude. 

Meantime his brothers and his sister Pauline came 
Kriose to him, and whispered good-natured entreaties that 
he would confess. 

* But how can I, whto I have not done wrong 1 ’ 

^So YOU arc still obstinate?’ said his uncle. And 
taking him by ihm arm, ho led him into the next room. 
Presently the sound of shaip repeated blows was heard, 
but not a cry or complaint uom the little sufferer. 

Madame J^naparte was away from homo, and in the 
even^g her husband went to meet her, accompanied by 
Jcfmhf Lucien, and Eliza. M. Fooch and the canon were 
alsof about to depart, and in passing through the ante- 



room, thej*8aw Napoleon etanding, pale and graye^ but as consisting piincJpally of marshes in the course of being 
proud and dnn-looking as before. ^ drained, acid tAiich he judged to be capable of produc* 

* Well, luy child,* said his father, * I hope you will now ing excellent turnip crops. On the whole, lioejudged ^ 

ask your uncle's pardon ? farourably of the country, as 9o resolve On settling in it. 

‘ I did not touch the fruit, papa.* He accordingly proceeded thither with his family in the 

‘ Still obstinate ! As the rod will not do, I sball try month of July, 
another method. Your mother, brothers, Cliza, and I, lie was accompanied by seven individuals who wished 
will be away for three days, and during that tlmb you to judge of the island; but these quickly returned, and 
shall have nothing but bread and water, unless you ask published an unfavourable account of the lands offered to 
your uncle's forgiveness.* settlers by the Company, unfortunately in a manner and 

* But, papa, wont you let him ha^ some cbc^sc with stylo which we felt to be at once discourteous and unjust 

his bread ?* whisperod little Pauline. ^ towards ourselves. We passed over the discourtesy and 

* Yes, but not brocoio.* * * iajastic^ and only expressed (October 26) our surprise 

*Ah do, papa, please let him have broc$io; ’tie the that the accounts cf an island in the Baltic ei)iould differ 

nicest cheese in Corsica ! ’ so greatly, throwirg^ out at ths.’’^ same tiruu a request for 

* That ’s the reason ho does not deserve it,’ said his an impartial view of the lan^s from some other sourcow 
father, looking at the boy with an anxious expression, as This wo have not yet obtained; but we nevertheless 
if he hoped to see some sign of penitence on his face, have arrived at ^ tolerably distinct idea of the real state 
But none such appearing, he proceeded towards the car- of the case. • 

riage. ^ The island of flothland is a mass of limestone, about 

Joseph and Lucien took a kind leave of their brother, ei* bty miles long, favourt'd, from its insular situation, 
but Eliza seemed unwilling andfft’raid to go near or look with what is for the north of Europe a mild climate. It 
at him. was a great scilit of commerce in the middle ages ; and 

The three days passed on, heavily enough for poor its principal town, Wisby, is full of fine antique struc- 
Napoleon, who was in disgrace, and living on bread, tures. The more elevated parts of the island are rounded 
water, and cheese, which was not broccio. At length the surfaces of rock, bearing only fore‘«ts. The lower dis- 
party returned, and little Panoria, who W'os watching for tricts pres'bnt fine tracts of rich soil, alternating with 


her fiiend Eliza, came with them into the house. 


-the latter condition of the land being very 


* tiood-morniiig, uncle,' said Madame Bonaparte to much a result of neglect and of bad legal arrangements 
the archdeacon; ‘ how are you ? And where are Naj^oleon regarding mills. Our original statenient regarding the 
and i'anline t ’ island is borne out by what we learn is the condition of 

Micro I am, mamma,’ said the Jatter, throwing her a large poition of it. The English consul at Stockholm, 


im i'j around her mother’s neck. 

* .\iid Napoleon V 

MIc is here,’ said the canon. 

Mias he confessed f’ asked his father. 


reasserts, in a letter to u&, dated the 0th October last: 
‘There is a great deal of excellent land in (Jothland, 
capable, if projterly drained, of bearing crops of barley, 
outs, and turnips. ... 1 repeat that 1 saw excellent 


replied the uncle. M never before witnessed land in the marshes, particiilaily near Rone and Kloster.’ 


fu<‘h oltstinacy * The liast Lothian f.ainer, Inning accept<‘d a coinmission 

‘ IV hat has he done i ’ asked his mother. from the Land Company, is less valid authority; but 

The canon, in reply, related the story of the fiuit; but we know him to be a man incapable of mistating a matter 
lore he could finish it, Banoria exclaimed— of fact. He informs us that ‘ they have grown most 


belore he could finish it, Bjmoria exclaimed— of fact. He informs us that ‘ they have grown most 

‘ ( >f course, poor fellow, he would not amfess what he jnagnificent crops of turnips and bailey on the marshes 
ncvei did !’ * this last season — the former not sur]^ap.sed in any countiy, 

‘ .Vnd who did take the fruit l»* asked the canon. and that with most imperfect cultivation.* 

‘ 1 and Eliza,’ replied the little girl without hesitation. lie adds — ‘ Independent of the (Company’s lauds, the 
There was a universal exclamation. island offers, very great inducements to men of email 


‘ My poor child,’ said the archdeacon, embracing capital, aS ail over it propenies can be bought at very 
Napoleon tenderly, ‘why did you not undeceive us 1 ’ low prices; and, in general, the old cultivated land is 
‘ 1 suspected it was Eliza,* replied Napoleon; ‘but I of the very finest quality (1 have never seen better in 
was not sure. At all event.s, I wjuld not haye told, for any country), but it has hitherto been so wretchedly 
Panoria’s sake, who is not a liar,’ farmed and manured, that the wonder is it can produce 

My readers may imagine how Napoleon was caressed any crops nt all. AVere it in the hands of i^cotclimen, 
and rewarded to make him amends for ftie pain he liad it would produce most abundant crops of all kinds except 
unjustly suflbred. As to Eliza, she was severely and oats, for which the climate appears too dry ; ^ther grains 
rightly punished: first for her gluttony; and then for cannot be surpassed in quality. Any person who could 
what was imich w'orse — her cowardice and deceit in afford to look about him foi a few months, could easily 


allowing her innocent brother to suffer for her fault.’^ 

GOTHLAND AS AiElELP^FOR EMIGRATION. 
It will be recollected that in the .Fournal for 9th March 


purchase land on which, wx*re he industrious, he could 
produce every requisite for the suj>})urt of a family in 
far better style than with three tini,p8 the capital he could 
do on any farm in Scotland.* 

In Sweden prices are generally low, and land is not an 


1650 a favourable account was given of the island of exception. The consul, in the letter already quoted, says 
Gothland as a field for emigration. This was not done that he saw Gothland estate, comprising * 600 good 
Iroiu the personal observation of the writer, hut from the arable acres, EVIO acres of foi^si^ and a dwelling-house 
report of Major Pringle, the English cJnsul at Stock- for a large family, with excellent favm-offices,’ sold for 
h<din, and of Mr George Stephens, an English land-valuer, E.IFIOO. It is obvious that; in producing gram at a 
who had moiie an inspection of certain lands upon the moderate outhiy, in an island within eight days sail of 
island, and whose words were quoted. It was at the same England, Jhere would be a great ad vantap, provided the 
time stated that there was a Land-Company who wem busii^ss were conducted with fiio benefit of British skill 
buying up lands with the view to encouraging an iinmi- and Bntish^mechanical appliances. The <^on8ul, however, 
grntion of British settlers, who nflght introduce improv. - reciuimends i^one but Scottish farmers, and those of the 
monts in culture, of which the native population sfood hardier class, to attempt settling in Gothland, antici- 
much In want • patiug that the discomforts necessarily encountered at 

subnequontiy (Juno 22) a report was giren in the .first would he discomfiting to the generality of English- 
Journal respecting this Company^ lauds, from an East , .j i 

Lothian farmer of experience, who had hien induced hy ^ »pp«ar9 on very Mod evident that our original 

the former article to visit the island. He described them statements reeling (rothland are perfectly true as far 

\ - as the bulk of the island is concerned. Our subsequent 

* This artiolo is abridged from the Fienoh of Madame fIi. moderate account of the roarsh-lands is also trjie. My 


. JO® At V 


dUcre{Hbn«y dan arido in the accoujets of diferent 
obserirerB muat pji^y be ivhere one deiilev regarding the 
inanheB been ascribed to the bid ouiti- 

Tated land#. , W^e caniiotf^ now entertain ‘ any dobbt that 
Ootyand for the emipaxit, We be^ 

lieTe ihat it m much good arable land, to be had 
at a. moderate; or rather low price, and that even it« 

I marehes form a promising field of settlement. If any 
I further evidence on this point were wanting, it would be 
I found In aii unexpected testimony from two of the seven 
I individuals who published the condemnatory notice in 
September last. \Ve now learn, what th/iy did not think 
pi'uper to make known at the t^e, that one of them harl 
actually, while on' the island, entereid into a negotiation 
fur a piece of the Mar^ Company’^ lands, and that 
another offered L.37S0 for fjn estate, which, however, was 
not acc.epted. Where two *of the seven persons actod in 
this manner, and the rest must have Been aware of it, 
it #eems strange that their ostensible Condemnation ' of 
Gothland should have been so sweeping; but it is not 
our part to solve the problem of their inconsistency; 
neither shall we stop to inquire if a few hours spent by 
them in examining an island eighty miles long, and 
containing a great variety of land, were sufficient either 
to enable them prudently to make offers for estates upon 
it, or to entitle them to publish an abrupt, dogmatic 
statement regarding its pneral character and condition. 
We simply set aside their testimony as not appearing to 
us worthy of the slightest degree of credit, and express 
our belief, os at first, that hardy and industrious farmers, 
who find a difficulty in existing circumstances at home, 
would do well to take a look of this island.* 


ini’KOVEl) AMEBtCAN riANOFOltTE. 

This improvement, termed the * Patent Dolce Carapaua 
Pedal Pianoforte,* is from the iminufactory of Messrs 
Boardman and Gray of New York. The effects produced 
by the application of this pedal are a prolongation of the 
sound, and the alteration of the quality of tone from the 
ordinary piano (to that of sweet bells or harps), and which 
can be used od Hbitum by the perfonner; thereby pro* 
ducing not only a canning variety of sound, but a most 
beautifbl accompaniment long sought for the voice. 'I’he 
mechanical part of this ingenious improvement is exceed- 
ingly simple, being merely a nuinl :;r of weights arranged 
by a lever pedal, to fall, when required, upon an equal | 
nuinV»er of screws fixed in the sounding-board of the 
piano, and which, of course, altering the vibration, effects 
and produces peculiar qualities and expressions of tone, 
unlike anything heretofore knowTi ; and when combined 
with the other two pedals, produces the lightest shade 
of altissimo notes, ulternatiiig with the crescendo and 
diminuendg, and other musical acccuts of any kind which 
may be desired, in imitation of an orchestral performance. 
The particular qualities of this new attachment ore its 
clearness, brilliancy, and delicacy uf tone, which falls 
npon the ear with a surpassing softness, like the chhning 
peals of distant b&ll%: hence its peculiar name, * Dolce 
Campana* (Sweet Bells). This attachment is perfectly 
simple, and so constructed that it can be detached from 
the instrument in a few moments. 

W OIiM BOB SOLDI KBS. 

An order has been issued from the War Department, 
which strikes U# as l^ing a very sensible one. U provides 
that at every pemtanent post at which oaf troops are or 
shall be stationed* they shall be euiployed iu oulti vising a 
kitchen - garden, to insur# a sapply of vegi^ables. A 
system of more extended cul^vStign ds coon to be com- 
inenccd in iho>« are lodged 

in Texas, New Mexico, California* and Oregon, in which 


a The agentM|iif is Mr Lflljovaiehi* 

BtookhoUn. BngUsh eontinl at AVisby, and 

a memb^ ma be addressed or apidled 

to- , The^ imimmen froth Ituli to Gottenbum onoe a fortnight 
^ing w^toninor. and from this town, or %om Hamburg' or 
be diffioalt to reach thsjwand. 


Indians are to be eioployod in company with the soldiers. 
The clear procceds from these labours are to be distributed 
among the soldiers.'--^09to7i Afu6‘CBm. 


THE GOOD OF IT. 

^ A cynic’s SONG. 

Some men strut'proudly ’midst honours and gold, 
TIiding strange deeds ’neath the shadow -^f fame ; 

1 creep nJiong, braving hunger and cold. 

To Keep my heart taintless os well as my name. 

/' * So— BO — where is the good of it ? 

Some clothe bare Truth in fine garments of ivords, 

Fetter her free limbs wit^b purple and state : 

With me, let me sit at the* lordliest boards ; 

* 1 love* means / loos, and * 1 hate* means J hale. 

But — but — where is the good of it \ 

Some have rich dainties and costly attire, 

Guests flattering round them, and duns at the ; 

I crouch by myself at ffiy plain board and fire. 

Enjoy what I pay for, and scorn to have more. 

Y et — ^yet — where is the good of it ! 

Sonto gather round them a i)haliuix of ’ friends,’ 
Scattering professions like coins in a crowd ; * 

I keep my heart close for the few that Heaven sends, 
Where they *11 find their names writ when 1 lie in iny 
shroud ! 

• So — so — where is the good of it f 

Some toy with love— lightly come, lightly go ; 

A blithe game at hearts — Utile worth, little cutst. 

I staked niy whole soul, hope and peace, on vyne throw, 

A life 'gainst an hour’s sport. We played, and 1 — lost! 
Ha — ha ! — where was the good of it 4 

Moral^adikd on Ms Ikafhht'd. 

Turn the past’s mirror backward ! Its shadows removed, 
Tbf. dim confused mass grows all softened, Biihlime 1 
I have worked — 1 have felt — 1 have lived — 1 have lovcti, 
And eacl^ was a step iowtirds the mount I now climh ! 
Thou, God — 'lihou saw’st the good of it ! 


I TO RESTOllli DKCWEIJ IVOltV. 

I Dr Layard, in his explorations among the ruins of 
I Nineveh, discovered some splendid works of art carve«l in 
ivory, which he '(prwnrded to England. When tiny' 
arriv^ there, it yjjs discovered that the ivory was crumb- 
ling to pieces very rapidly. Professor O wen was consulted 
to know if there was any- means of preventing the erUire 
loss of these speciiuetts of ancient aft‘: he caAnc to the 
cunclttsioD that^the decay was owdng to the loss of the 
albumen in the ivory, and therefore Kcconiiuendcd tbnt 
the articles be boiled in a solution of Hlbiiiiftn. 'I’.br 
experiment was tried with complete success, hthI the 
ivory has been rendered as firm and solid us when it 
was first entombed. — Jumaon^s Journal. 

TIJE H^ME OF 'liAgTlS. 

How easy to be neat — to bo clean ! How easy to 
arrange the rooms with tlie most gruceful propriety ! 
How easy it is to invest our houses with tlie truest ele- 
gance ! Elegance resides not witJi the upholsterer or the 
draper : it is nSt iu the mosaics, the carpetings, the rose- 
wood, the mahogany, the candelabra, or the marble orna- 
ments; it consists iu the spirit presiding over the chambers 
of the dwelling. Contentment must always bo most grace- 
ful; it #heds serenity over the scene of its abode; it trans- 
forms a waste into a jgarden. The home lighted by those 
iutimariotis of a nobiersand Inighter life may be wanting 
ill lliuch the discontented desire; but to its inhabitants it 
W01 l^ a pliu» fajr gutvielng^t^^ Oriental in brilliancy and 
gloiyw^4r/*ericgw 
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.^hciT endless and cuinhersoinc abundance of travelling 
oOuitorts in the 8hai)e of baijs, baskets, bottles, and 
boxes of all sizes and forms. There were likewise Hat- 
faced GernianS, smokin'; extraordinary pipes, and wear- 
ing fantastical hats and caps ; but of tlic whole crowd, 
the Old}’ individual who at all fixed iny attention w'as a 
tall man ijoinc^what advancred in years, and Jiis black 
liair sprinkled with white, though he was still of coinoly 
appearance. The deeji-set black (‘yes, (.)live coini)h;xion, 
oval-shaped liead, and fincly-ciit ft'aturcs, the mobility' 
and finesse of expression, the pliable^ and easy motions 
of the body, stamped him a native of the south. There 
was a shrewd tlioughtfulncss in the countenance while 
silent, brightening wdien he spoke into benevolent 
cheerfulness, a good-humoured smile lighting liis dark 
eyes, and disclosing a fine set of white teeth, which 


^A M O D E S X C E 1. E E U I T Y. 

SoAu: years ago I set out to ‘•sit Italy for the first 
tinii', and took my way up the Khine and through 
Switzerland. A lady friend whom I w’as to meet, 
wdth her family at Milan, had desired mo to hriu'^her 
some of Jean Maria Earina’s true and genuine can de 
Cologne ; and anxious, like a true knight, to fulfil the 
h(‘liest of lady fair, no sooner w^as I arrived at Cologne?, 
and the duties of the toilet and my breakfast w'ere over, 
tban I sallied out to exex'iite rny commission. 1 had 
imt hiken twenty' steps along tlie street, wlien, over a 
v ar bouse door, a large hoard struck my eye, tJius 
inscribed in gigantic capitals — 

(t.NLv viiRiTAiua: rou tiic. svi.i: or 

.ii;an MAUI a I arixa’s inf. eac m: cocooni:. , 

j gave something very agreeable to the wliolc pbysiog- 
'J'his w'ns just wliat 1 Avanted. Tlic slio]) cont^iined , noiny. lie lookeil like a pro-sperous man, well con- 
n.iiliing Init bottles of can (1(‘ Cologne', tor the most part : tented with himself and Avith the Avorhl. That iiis 
neaitly packed hy dozens in slight Avooden h()>«\s. I made | jArosperity'^ had he'cn carnvil^ seenuxl denoted by' an ap- 
my [nirchase, desired tlie box to he<.‘arried to the hotel, I iiearance of activity Avliieli age had not subdued, 
and Avent forth to take a suvA'gy'’ of the tow n. Put 1 j The old gentleman Avas surrounded hy a Humorous 
liarl not proee'oded many steps fiirtlier, before another ! party', and iiolliing oeicurred to liring aluiut any e.oin- 
sign-hoard made precisely the same pretensions for its \ inunieation between us. Put hy an odd ehanct? aa c 
simp, as being the? sole depositary of tlm genuine eaii happened to meet every day for a Aveek either in a 
de ('ologne by dean Maria Farina. I Avas startled. M ! steamboat, on a railway', or at a tahk-dhote — ahvays 
li(»pe 1 have made no mistake / thought J. *Jf 1 liave, it ! at a distance*, liowover, Avithout at any time exchanging 
must he rectified : there is full time.’ a word. There aa us a sort of silent aceiuaintance^ cstah- 

A’excd at my' j^jrccipitancy, I Avalke'd on thought- : 
fully', ami soon earne to another, amr another, and ! 
another Avareboiise of the same description ; and so i 
on, in every' ]wirt of the town, all hearing, in every ; 
diversity of colour and characters, tlie same announce- i 
mentvif be*ing ‘ the sole and veritable depositary of Jean j 
Maria Farina’s geiniiiie can de Cologne.’ I made 


anxious iiiepiiries of eliA^Ts per.^nis, Avithout arriving at 
anything satisfactory •, and so, returning to my hoted, I 
determined to abide* hy my purchase, and to j)reseiit 
it to my lair friend as the real and genuine can de 
Cologne, Avithout disturbing her faith %y the doubts 
that distrae!ted my oAvn mind. The subject vanished 


lished, but aa c seemed under a .s]>ell w'hicli obliged us to 
look, and not to speak. At last it AA'as Avi4:li a kind of 
l)ainful consciousness onr eyes met, altlioirgh feeling 
rathe.*r attracted than repelled ; so that it Avas almost a 
relief the first d.'iy I. no longer met my dark- eyed vision 
at supper, although 1 felt, iiotAvithstandiiig, a. lingering 
regret that* I shouUl uoav iieveir satisfy a certain 
curiosity' Avhich had sprung up in my own mind as to 
Avho or w'hat the stranger might be. 

1 stayed some time in SAvitzerhmd, and then went on 
to Italy. I crosseil the Alps* ly the Simplon — that 
Avonderful road conceived by the geniys of Napoltx)n — 
as ca.sy as an ICnglish turnpike-road, AA'inding its way 


gradually from my thoughts, only K'aviiig behind it a ! up througl^ mountain pastures and vast pine forests to 
general iiiApression of the greatness of Jean Maria | the re^ions^of eternal siioav and ice, and the Avild terri- 
Fariiia, that Europe*aii personage, wdiose name hatf*! tory*^ of the avalaiiehe*. Noth iTig gives a more? forcible 


stared me? thus in the face at ^very turn in the i4d 
toAvn on the Khine. • 

Next morning I set off for Mainz Jy the steamboat. 
The vcsse.‘l was crow'ded with passengers, of Avhom the 
majority were English. To ow'n#tho truth, I am .apt 
to feel grc?atly asluinuMl of my countryinen—spcnking of 
them in the mass — when I meet them abroad, sAmiirm- 
ing in steamboats, raihvays, and hotels. On this ^ca- 
sioii hiy eye wandered over the commonplace set, svith 


impression of the jMiAver of man’s' iMtelh?ct, struggling, 
calmly' and successfully, Avith the awful powers of 
nature. Arrived at the summit of the pass, the 
•lescent on the Italian side begins from the village of 
Simplon ; and you go winding dowii, between gigantic, 
perpendicular, larch-groAvii rocks, which seem to admit 
reluctantly within their jaw's the road that Avinds along 
the edge of thedroaring torrent, which has fretted Us 
way during long agrt throu^i^these rocky wnl^-.-ifoad 
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and torrent run together confined between them, and 
the traveyer sees the sky far above the towering 
masses on either side. t 

After passing several hours in this gorge, you is^e 
from it suddenly, where at your feet lies, opening to 
view, the verdant, smiling basin of the Val d’Ossola, 
rich in luxuriant lialian beauty. After the stem gran- 
deur of the Alpine pass, the view from the bridge of 
Crevola bursts like enchantment on the sight, pre- 
senting a wide, graeefully-circular plain, watered by a 
winding river, and surrounded by the ivost pictureeciue 
mountains, clothed half-wiiy their sides Aj^ith 
wood, while above stand out the nSked, brown moun- 
tain - tops in fantastic ^eaks agaiitst the blue sky. 
Among the dark verdurcejf their swelling base stand 
forth in strong relief cheerful white villages and 
country-houses, and tall square whit(^ church towers, 
spotting tlio sides of the hills, w hile the town of Doino 
d’Ossola shines smilingly at the further end of the 
vale. Tlie vine, allowed to run in its elegant natural 
festoons, the mulberry mixed witli other ^rees, and the 
soft balmy air, all tell the traveller he has set foot 
in Italy. Domo d’Ossola struck me as a cheerful, 
elegant little; town. It had an Italian character, quite 
new to me, which took my fancy. I travellecl alone, 
guided solely hy my own inclination; and I w'as so 
much ideascd with the situation, that I determined to 
give some days to examine a few of the numerous 
valleys which diverge; from the Val d’Ossolii, winding 
among these picturesque, but rarely - explored moun- 
tains. 

I hiive always had a passion for deviating from the 
high road. After resting a night at Domo, I inquired 
if a guide could be procured. My host informed me 
that as few travellers 'wandered from the high road, 
there were no regular guides, but that there wnvs at 
tliat moment in his lion ho a young man, servant to a 
gentleman of the Val Vegeste, w ho w^as returning to 
Santa Maria Maggiorc, the principal village in that 
valley, whom I could accompany tlius hir. Arrivc’ili 
there, I might oasiTy find some one else to guide me 
further on. The arrangement Avas S(X)ii inade: a?i(l 
BaUistirio—so my guide w'as n.'.meJ~and 1 .set out 
on foot togethcT towards the Val Vegeste. My com- 
panion was a barefooted, tall, active, black-eyed, intel- 
ligent young fellow, with those free and sui»ple limbs, 
and that somewhat melancholy cast of conntenaiux; — 
easily, however, brightening into an animated and 
cheerful variety of expression— which characterise the 
Italian jieasaiit. 

I knew something of the ttalian langmige, but I %vas 
totally at a loss to communicate 'wdtii my present con- 
ductor, whose only tongue was his native mountain 
dialect, in wliich I 'with difficulty recognised here and 
tljere some word disfigured by a pronunciation wholly 
new to me ; so our communication w^as more in looks 
and gestures than in speech. We first retraced a short 
part of the road by which 1 had entered the town the 
d^ before ; hut soon deviating to the right, we crossed 
%-a plank bridge tlie B^reaiu which intersects the Val 
d’pssola, and proceeding to the limit of the valley in 
thi^ direction, anil then turning to tlie left, skirted the 
base of the mountain. Nothing could exceed the beauty 
■ of everything that met my eye. After an liour’s walk, 

I was struck by flie ap^arance of a very hawJsome 
country-house, which sttXKl on a lofty CmHiencc facing * 
us, surrounded by noble terraced gardens. The maq^ion 
commanded ;dM3 same extensive views of the beautiful 
valley tlia^r strike the traveller so forcibly from the 
bridge of Crevola. I pointed out this dwelling to ifiji 
guide with an inquiring look. 

‘Palazzo del Sighor Padrone’ (‘The iiahice of my 
master*) was his answer. 

* Your padrone then is rich ? * 

^^ !* returned Battisjino with if Icngtlvnc*d ex- : 
clanlMi^) waving liis hand exprefeively up and down. 


* Tanto ricco I — riccliissimo ! Tan to scior ! ^ So vicli ! 
— very rich I Such a great gentleman I *) And this 
was followed by a long aiyl eloquent eulogium, or 
history, unfortunately lost upon mo, with the exception 
of the words, ‘ Generoso, generosissimo — da Paris,’ by 
winch *I made out the veiy rich man to be likewise 
very ‘generous, ^nd to have come from Paris. 

As 'wci proceeded along our w^ay, I found that wt 
were not to go towards the palace, as Baiftistino termed 
, the hajftlsome dwelling upon the hill, our road turning 
sluirp to the right, wliere a singularly picturesque open- 
ing gives entrance to the wild Val Vegeste. Here we 
crossed a fjridge over a beautiful stream, fiowing IVom 
between two high walls of rock, riclily grown with 
overhanging wood. A few houses stand on tliis spot, 
and a chapel with an image of the Virgin, to wliicli 
is attached a legendary miracle ; ami from thence a 
road cut in the rock leads up tlie course of tlie stream 
to Santa Maria Maggiore. At every st(‘j) ^lic pie- 
turesque beauties of ^>is fsingnlar valley betromc mon; 
striking. As wc advanced, the sound of a iinc-toiu'd 
church-bell came wniftinl on tlie air. It sounded like a 
rejoicing iieal. Battistiiio became excited, and con- 
triA-^d to make me uiidcr.stand that the hell, the t/rcut 
licll, was a gift from his padrone to the ehureli. 

On entering Santa Maria Maggiore, we found the 
'whole village in lioliday trim : the woineivs heads 
adorned with sno'W'- white muslin liandkercliiefs, or 
braitls of hair fastem'd round the h:udv oT tlu; lieatl hy 
largo silver pins placed in a somieirele — llie latter 
coilfure having *a peculiarly classical and Italian ap- 
pearance. Some added coquettish ly a natural fower 
on one side. '^Ilieir cars and necks were adorned Avirli 
large earrings and ncekla(,*es; and tlie neat stoeking^ 
and embroidered instep of a sort of slijiiier, with a 
wooden sole and heels, under a short smart petticoat, 
comijlctcd the lioliday .‘It lire. Kacli, Aviili tan in liantl, 
w'as hurrying to church; while some, after a fashion 
peculiar to these mountains, carried their infants at- 
tached to ftieir backs in light wooden erafl!e.s. 

The •whole formed a rich and novel seene. My : 
guide h;i(l a word, a noil, or a smile for everybody, ami 
you may suppose that the stranger Avitli hin.' excited 
no slight attention. Battistino seemed irresistilily 
impelled to follow the crowal, and led me Aviih him 
into tlu; (diurch. Wc Avalked up a. side aisle, and he 
jiointed oyt frr^n afar the altar-jiioee, Avilh a gesture 
Avliich iinplicd'^hat he looked upon it a.s a master- 
piece of art, Avliisiiering at the same time, ‘Mift of the 
padrone.’ As i jjcrceived tlie eyes of the (‘ongregat ion 
fixed upon me, I going to propose that wo sliould 
leave the cliurch, Avhen a numerous company entering, 
relieved me from tlie attention of the congregation, ami ; 
I reimiiiicd a forgotten observer. The new-eoimrs | 
AA^ere tw^o young couples, .surronmled by their respective 
friemls, coming to the altar to receive the nuptial bene- 
diction. • 

‘ IVpino and Ghita, GioA anni and Maria,’ said my 
guide in an undertone, as he pointed out the eoujjles; 
and he went on to make me understand that liis pa- 
drone had gi^rm the dota (marriage-portion.) His en- ! 
thusiasm now seemed to lose all pow'cr of expression in i 
Avords, and to concentrate itseif in his t'W'O hriglit eyes ; 
while I thought to myself; ‘’nds padrone of ivis must i 
a rare character — a rich and liberal man dispensing ; 
liis wealth in sliedding happiness among the simple po- j 
pulation of this retireii valley. I should like to see him.’ : 

iThe wadding -jiarty had stopped in the middle of 
the church, as if waiting for some one ; a monicmt 
after, the expected person raailo his appearance. ‘ II 
padrone r exclaanqj.1 Battistino; and *at tlu; same 
instant I recognised my old mysterious acquaintance 
of the steamboat. 

'Ttc priest now stood at the altar, the luarriage-cere- 
moiW was performed, and the blessing given. The 
two wedding-^firtics walked out of the church to return 
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to their respective homes. At tlie door of the church, 
all crowded round Battistino’s master with various 
expressions of atfectionaie and respectful gratitude, 
which he received with fatherly good-lmmour, and 
then disengaged himself from the group. His eye had 
c;aught mine, and wo exchanged a smile of recogni- 
tion. Battistino darted forward, and said a few ^ords 
to him ; after which the stranger moved towiirds r^o, 
and accosting tne with courteous cijpe in good French, 
s^iid, th.at since fate seemed determined to ])rocure 
him the pleasure of my acquaintance, I must ah>ow 
him to look upon a foreigner, who did this remote 
valley the very rare honour of a visit, as ftis welcome 
guest. I Avas too well pleased with the invitation to 
liesitatc in accepting the hospitality offered with so 
good a grace, and so benevolent a smile; and had I 
acceded less readily, a sudden clap of thmider, and 
the Irursting of an unexpected storm over our heads,, 
would kavc left me little choice : as it was, I was made 
doubly grateful. # 

I followed my new friend into the open door of a 
handsome liouse, Avhilc sudden night seemed to occupy 
tlie place of day ; and the rain poured down in torrents, 
making me appreciate such comfortable shelter. My 
ho.st was coi'dially and gracefiilly courteous. lie assured 
me tliat tlie streams and torrents, SAvollcn by the rain, 
Avould make it impossible to proceed in the direction 
I bad intended ; and that even Avhen the stonn al^ated, 
it A*muld already have cut off my return to Domo: 
Ibr (lie small stream I had crossed hy a plank in 
the morning must now ho SAvollen, hy innumerable 
mountain -tributari(*s, into a wide, deep, and imiiass- 
al»le torrent. He therefore begged me to submit with 
jisilienco to nccessiiy, jmd allow him to make mo 
bis guest for the night. He. had come tliat morn- 
I ing from the country-house I had perhaps remarked 
! before entering Val Vogostc*, for the purpose of A>eing 
present at the two marriages that had taken place, 
and jMirpo.sed returning as *80011 as the rgin cleared 
(tff lie added, that at Monte diristesi he should 
have tlie pleasure of introduciyg me to his Avifo and 
family. So, as soon as the storm rolled away, and a 
hiiu? .sky once more smiled ujion the valley, IJattistiiio 
brought to the door a tbiir-Avhoeled open carriage 
drawn hy one horse ; he mounted the front seat as 
driver, and my hosi and I took our places behind. 

We rolled .along tlu^ rocky road I had folloAved on 
foot. Battistino pointed to the road, and said some-, 
tiling to ni'<>, of wliieh the word ‘padrone’ was the only 
one I under.stooil. 1 turned to my host for an exphi- 
iKilion. He said, laughing, ‘ Battistino is anxious to 
iiilurm you tliat this road from Santa Maria Maggiore 
lo Domo Avas made by me: some years ago there w^as 
only a bridlo-piith. Living in llie neighbourhood, 1 
Avas of course one of the most, interested in the im- 
provonieiit.’ 

Battistino turned again to 'hdd some Avords on the 
subject. At the same instant, we eanie to a .shar]i 
turn in the road ; and as our driver’s eye Avas not 
upon his horse, avc ran full against a car laden with 
hay draAvii l:iy an ox. The wheels lockv d, and that of 
our vehicle gave way, and came off. We got out of 
the (carriage, leaving thcViortificd Battistino to remedy 
the damage, and folloAv in the best way he could. A.s 
we Avalked on, w(‘rc overtaken by two youths, eacV# 
Avitli a pack on his back, and a staff over his shoulder, 
with a pair of thick-soled shoes" slung upon it. They 
Avent the SAvift noiseless gliding pace of the barefocrt;eil 
Italian peasant. My host exchanged kind salutations 
Avdth the lads, and bade them go on to his house, Avhere 
they should sleep that night, as tlfc swollen state of the 
torrents would not let them proceed farther ; and lie 
added: *To-morroAV morning I will give you aitdter 
which maybe of use to you.^ lie then deslreoihem 
to go on before us, and announce that ho was foll(lving 
with a stranger gentleman. • ^ j 


My hosA tlin explained to me that these youths 
were leaving home to seek their fortunes abroad, their 
native valleys being too poorMjo maintain their popula- 
ti(Ai. A large portion of the males emigrate, and 
generally return at the end of a few months with the 
little earnings they have gained in some distant place 
by their industry; then, after a while, they go forth 
again, like bees to gather new honey. Their traffic 
is cliiefly in tm-Avare, or in simples, of which tlieso 
mountains offer an abundant supply. During the 
absence of the “inen, the women and children cultivate 
tiic'*poo?A 8 oil. 1, 

‘ Our Italians,* (Continued padrone, ‘ are an intel- 
ligent race, full oT resources, and generally succeed in 
Avhat they undertake. A most erroneous impression 
prevails with respect to us in other countries. In my 
travels I have 'constantly heard of the idleness of the 
peasantry — of the “rfo/ce far nknte'' of Italy, 
yet there is no country in which the xjeasantry labour 
so incessantly, and with so much intelligence, activity, 
and cheerful industry. I can vouch for so much at 
least to the credit of Lombardy and Piedmont, Avhich I 
know intimately. If you, sir, were to remain long 
enough in this country, to have opportunities of 
observing bur rural life, you Avould soon ho coimiiccd 
of tliis. No part of the AA'orld is more travelled by 
foreigners, and so little knoAvn, But if strangers 
underrate our country, most of its wandering sons Iiold 
it in loAung remembrance. I have myself been alisent 
many long years, and have seen many lands, hut 1 
iiCAXT forgot this sj>ot. I left it, fifty years ago, a poor 
mountain like those you saw just now, and I 
always said in my heart, “ If ever 1 can build a house, 
it shall be on Monte Christosi.” I never changed my 
mind, and there stands my house to-day. Never did I 
forget my love for these valleys.’ And as avc advanced, 
he pointed out the different striking beauties of tiic 
prospect. 

^ Everything I hoard and saw served to heighten 
my curiosity respecting my companion, and I Avas 
framing in my mind some proper mode of shaping a 
feAV questions, Avhen we arrived at the mansion. Ileri* 
my host intFodiiced me to his wife, a French lady, to 
tAA'o children, and to his brother. I immediately recog- 
nised the party in the steamboat. I was cordially 
rec('iA'(Hl by all, almost as an old acquaintance, and the 
incidents of our unexjiected meeting afforded subject of 
cheerful conversation. Wo sat down to dinner in a. 
Ax*ry liandfiomc liall, ornamented, after the Italian 
manner, with fresco ijaintings on the wall^ and ceiling. 
Easy chat, and sina^ral bottles of good wine, rendered 
the meal very pleasant. After dinner, Ave jiassed from 
the dining-room to one of the garden- terraces, Avlicre 
cotfee was served in the open air. 

The terrmie on which avc Avere overlooked several 
others, shelving in succession toHhe limits of the pro- 
lAcrty, The valley, enclosed by mountains, and watered 
by a rushing stream, was spread at our feet. The x>ro- 
spect was splendid ; the sky glowed with the tints of 
the evening sun ; and the laU> ram brought out in 
exquisite freshness the aromatic scent of the flowers 
and of the neighbouring woods. 

It Avas a moment in whicli the heart opens to warm 
and easy sympathies. I felt no difficulty in asking my 
host explain to me by wli^t unoomnion fortunes he 
had becom?, from a poor mountain boy, such as we had 
mckin the inyrning, the happy possessor of so noble a 
property, and the benefactor of all around liim. 

lie nodded with a shrewd and cheerful smile, saying, 
** I often wonder at it myself. You must know that in 
my travels I met Avith a n^cian who pointed the way 
to a golden fountain. I will tell you my modest history. 

*I was boni in Santa Maria Mag^orc, the village 
you visited this morning. My parents were not so jioor 
as the rest of tlie injiabitants, for my father, acc^^kig 
to the custom I mentioned tl^you, had gone ini)*fOTeign 


parts. My motlier, too, accompanied limi ; knd at the 
end of sonto years, they had collected, by their industry 
in managinjj a 'Inunblc ^oniinerce, that which was a 
little fortune on their return to Iflieir mitivc vale. Tlrey 
possessed a field more tliaii their neighbours, and two 
I cows to fill the double office of supplying the family 
I with milk and drawing the plougli— as you see that 
cow doing yonder, guided by a woman and a girl. Yet 
When the family increased, and three boys grew into 
huls, the means of the fiiniily could not suffice for our 
inaintcmince. I was the eldest, and whKe yet in tender 
years, it l)ee:ime necessary for/'nie to follow the codr^ 
of most of onr vulesnien^and go to earn a living else- 
iv'Jicre. * 

*Jih^ parents had carried on their little trade in 
simi)les in a town ui)on the Rhine, and they gave mo 
a letter of rt'commendalion to a friiiad and distant 
eonneetioii, a ehemist and druggist there, With this 
lei ter, a few pieces of luouey in my pocket, and a 
pack on my back, 1 set t)Ut tor a foreign land — distant 
in reality, and still more so in m3" imajiination. The 
fancy of youth is alAva3's eveited b}" tlie thought of 
travel, adventure, aiul independence, and my spirits 
k(‘j)t 111) till the diiA' of departure, wlicn the 

awfulnesa of separation from all I loved ^ame Avilli 
full fortre ii]>on my heart. In those days there were 
no steamboats or raihvays — nothing to reduce dis» 
tanee, or ease the toils of the poor traveller. On 
foot, or Avith some occasional lift from a slow-going 
veliiclc, or some lloating raft, AA as I to Avend my way to | 

' m3' remote destination, 1 shall never forget the da3' 1 
of my departure. ^[3’ mother aeeompaniod me as far j 
as the cliapel of the Madona you saAv this nioruiiig. j 
On that spot avc parted Avilli many tears. Before our 
last embrace, my mother knelt before the image of the 
^"i^^;in, and .1 beside her, to implore a blessing on 1113’ 
advenliire. 'I'heii 1113' mother hung round m\' neck 
h(‘r oAvn rosjiiy. ’VKeop this, 1113' son,'" she said, ‘‘in 
memory of 3'our mother. Be a good boy, and never 
forget your prayers. I'^ery evening I .shall .say' a pater 
and an avc for you. Noaa , my lM.)y, farewell ! God 
hles.s you!” 

‘I luive this rosary still. Sad, adeed, did 1 feel that 
night Avheu the nielaneholy tinkling of the Avc Maria 
bell sounded from a distant village avIktc 1 Avas to rest, 
and Avliich J hasUuied to reach before the tAA'ilight 
should deepen into night. How ofreii, througli many' i 
Jong year.s, at the sound of the evening hell, did my 
sinking heart yearn for my mother and 1113" home I 

‘ Well, ill |lue tinu? I reached 1113' destination, pre- 
senteil the letter to tlie protector to whom 1113" pareiit.s 
had directed me, and was taken into his service. He 
Avas an iiit(;lligent man, with an inventive turn of miml, 
wliieh he apjilied to the practical purpose of improving 
his business by the sale of certain mixtures, of Avhich he 
alone possessed the .secret. He was of a eaprieious dis- 
Ijosition, and often ‘became disgAislcd Avith his a.ssistants. 
Tome, liowever, he took a fancy', mid jiroved iuviiriably 
kind. He initiated me into the mysteries of the labo- 
ratory sufficiently to u^uUilo me to he of real use in his ; 
ojAcrations ; hut he carefully kejit some iiiysteriou.s 1 
seirrets to himsoir ; praising, nevertheless, iny iiitel- J 
ligence, activity, and zeal, and heconiljjg more and ' 
more attaehwl to me. J was of a cheerful (Ms|K)sition, 1 
and my lively sallies antj ingenuous remarj-.s aHiuseJ ^ 
and cheered the old man. But while I imflurted viva- 1 
city to his ago, my own spirits graduall^v sunk iiiider ! 
the influence of a total change of life— .shut ui> as I was i 
in a dismal laboratory, behind a dark shop, in a narrow i 
street, instead pf roaming among our beautiful vallcyst ' 
and breezy' mountains. My natural Imoyancy bore me a 
up for a tiino; but yis month after month, and even i 
year after year, rolled on in the same monotony, I j 
sunk into unconquerable depression. All surrounding 

Iwcamc disgusting Jo me; th^very quality of < 
colour of thoe^ght, grAy odious. Day and t 


1 night I was haunted by the thought of the innnea- 
surnblc distance I had traver.scd, and which divided 
, me from home. The famili*r faces and sounds of iny 
native sceiic.s gleamed upon me in waking dreams. 
The b?st moment of the day was when the hell of tlie 
Avc Maria brought to my lips niy motlier’s iirayer, 
and th my cye.si a rcfrc.shing shower of tears. 

Three years liad elapsed since 1113" departure from 
home, Avhen these^ impressions reached their greatest 
intensi^'. My' gains were small, and part I had alreailv* 
seiit/o my" family. I thought Avith agony' that not only 
1 had no store by me, hut that 1 had not even sufficient 
to take mc'iiomo. I felt as if 1 must die an outcast in 
a distant land. My strength failed rapidly, and at last 
1 was obliged to take to 1113' bed. My' master consulted 
a medical man who often cariie to our shop. He exa- 
niined me,, and j)ronounei?d my' malady to l>e no other 
than nostalgia. The only remedy Avas to revisit my { 
iiatiA'c land. My' Avorthy master proved hiinseU' truly ] 
kind; not only diil hev.lloAv me three months’ holidays I 
to go liomc, hut he advanced me the sum necessary for 
tlie journey', undertaken of conr.se in the most econo- 
mical Avay. lie gave me, Vusides, a letter to my 
parents, expressive of his satisfaction Avitli my' conduct 
and abilities, and likcAvise of his desire for ni\' return 
I to his service. 

I ^Troni that moment he oldained my' unbounded 
! gratilude ami attaehment. No sooner was this ])Inn 
I settled, than my .spirits rose, aiul life .seemed infused 
I into my' veims. In n few days I Ava.s able to rise from 
I my bed of sickness, and set forth on my way' Jiomc- 
i ward.s. At the first sight of my native valley', at llie 
I first breath of the mountaiM -breezes, at the first 
embrace of my father, mother, and brothers, all my' ill.s 
vanished, and health and strength returned to me. as 
if wafted on the very air. 1 Avas sjieedily quite re- j 
eovenetl. I .sjK'iit a liajipy three montiis at home, and j 
then set out to return to my kind old inasti'r Avith j 
rencAved c^jurage, instead of the hofieless fi-eling of 1 
banishment. Now > wiait Avith the firm Iiojh* and re- 
.solve to return again, ys my j)arenls had done before 
me, Avith my' modest gniins, ami .settle in lhi^ spot, the 
deare.st to me on earth. 1 trusted that a few years’ 
exertion could accomplish this. ] was animated al.so 
by a de.sire to prove iny' gratitudi' Jo my lienevolent 
master, and 1 eainc hack to his service Avith redoulilcd 
i zeal. By ♦legrw'.s lie initiated me into many driicato 
operations, and in.strueleil me in llu' elioici* and jire- 
paratioii of various sim])le.s, wliieh lie oftevi .sent me 
on long excur.sihns to eulleet. Tlu'se he iireparerl fi)r 
divers u.ses. His eonlldenee in me increased, on fiml- 
ing that 1 never pressed inquiries 011 any' point ujmhi 
wliieh lie M'ished to maintain re.serve. Each year tlie 
g(.HKl ohl man grew more attached to me. He had no 
near relatiA'e of hi.s oavu ; I heeamc to him as a .son, 
and 1 endeavoured to fulfil tly* iluties of one. Age 
crept on, witli its infinfiities : lie felt life draAvjng to a 
close ; and calling me to hi.s iiedside, lie ordered me to 
i take down in Avritiiig certain notts he dictated —the 
secret, as he terim*d it, of the golden fountain. Your 
activity and iiigemiity,” said he, “ Avill follow out these 
Innt.s BO as to lead you to it iiifallihly, my dear eliild. 

I may well call you bo, for y’lui have been an affic- 
tionate child to me.” 

^ ‘ Not long afterwards I followed my adopted father 
to the grave, lie had iH’queatluMl to 1111; all his pos- 
ses, sions. Tliey Avere vtry' humhlc ; but I perceived that 
in kis last instructions, if judieiouHly improved, he liad 
iiulccd opened a, road which might leail to fortune. 
The course pointed out shortly' led me to Baris, wIutc, 
without giving up 11^ establishment on the hanks of 
the Rhine, I ut>ened another for the sale of genuine and 
improved cau de Cologne, by Jean Maria Farina.’ 

‘ 11 ) I then stand,’ exclaimed 1 , risipg with a feeling 
of eilhusiasm and reverence, ‘in the presence of that 
cclclf iitcd man,? Truly I thank my' fortune for having 



CHAMBERS’S EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


pfuidcd incf so agreeably to tluj gratification of a strong a Mr Bnl’^icliyianib, an agent for the Knjliali African , 
desire in so pleasant a meeting! ’ ]^y host was flattered Company, who was seized by the Dahoman army during 
and amused at this buraj, and laughed much at the one of Guiuljah Trudo’s comyiering expediti?)ns to tlie 
description I gave him of my peiiilcxity at Cologne in co^st, and carried awaj^ prisoner to Ahoniey, where he 


trying to find out his real establishment. 


was detained for some time, but treated with great 


‘ ’Tis true,’ replied he, ‘it stands in a very (fl)8cure kindness. One or two subsetiuent accounts and sketches 
corner of an old narrow street. I never l(‘ft tlu^ old have licen published by persons whom cliance or busi- 
IJlick’s riatz : I never abandoned the* origimil estab- ness had led into that part of tluMVorld. On the whole, 
lislmient of my fritmd.’ Our eoiiversatioii then diverp^Ml however, A^ry little has hitherto l)een knoAvn of Daho- 


to other interesting points, and my* host jwlde^ a 11* w 
details, which completed liis autobiogra])hy. 

Eau de (vologne lias been to him truly an AlaiWiii’s 
lamp — a magic (rruise. 'I’lie sale rapidly bn^ught him a 


mey; yet, as it is the chief site of the odious slave- 
traffic, which, notwithstanding all the efforts of England 
ant^ Europe, is*stiU carried on between Afrit'a and tJie 
Brazils, •tliere is p^Thap? no country in Africa toAvards 


fortune. .lean Maria early visit(*d a second time his Avhicli it is more desirable fl^at attention should be 
native place, and had the happiness to lavish on liis turned. Aware of this, the English government, in the 
parents more, (‘oniforts and luxury than had ever even autumn of 18-10. appointed* the enterprising African 
entered their ilreams. They (Iaa^uU long in Santa Maria traveller, Mr Dmican, to the post of her Majesty's vicc- 
Maggion*. proud and happ}' in tladr son’s prosperity, consul at Dahoilcy. The death of Da Souza, the king 
1I(‘ never forgot his love for his native valley, and has,j 5 ,^>f Dahomey’s principal slavc-huyer, and a great pro- 
investeti part of his property in the purchase of hand in muter of the slave-trade, having created a blank in the 
the Val V(‘geste and its neighWBurhood. He built the slave-market, it w'as imagined that the king avouUI he 
mansion, and laid out the gardens on Monte Cliristesi, more favouraBly disposed than at any other time to 
where he now received me, and Avhere he has settled listen to proposals for the abolition, or at lenst the 
one of his In’others. His Avife is French, and he*has modification, of this hereditary brancli of the D-'iluiiiian 
several children. He eontrihiites with generous care commerce. To give greater Aveiglit to Mr J)imcan's 


to the welfare of the poor in his neighbourhood. 


a naval officer Avas selected to accomjiaiiy 


knoAvs intimately tlicir Avants and their feelings; and is j liiin ; and llie choice fell on Lieutenant Frederick E. 
thcrt‘fore competent, from experience as well as incli- I Forbes, already known for his n.scful services in tlu‘ 
nation, to dispen.se, Avith tlu' best effeid, his munifinenec I African hlockad(‘. The naval coinmander-in-cliief gave 


thos(! who Avant his assistance. 


Lienteiuint Forbes a letter to h(‘ delivered t( 


lie constantly spends the wintt^r in Paris, and the of Dahomey, 

‘‘■'.mmier in his natiA'c home among the Adds of the On the 12th of 0(‘tr>her 184!), Mr Diinonn and Licn- 
Aljjs, inu(4i loved by all around. T slc})t that night tenant Forbes sot out from Whydali, ai-eompanied by a 
under the hospitable roof of MonU* (Tiristesi; and niy large retinue of black men and AA'onion, one or two of 
kind lio.st ami 1 parted next morning Avitli the promise Avliom were to act as intcriiretevs, and the rest Avere 
of meeting again. employed in carrying the liaggage, and tlic load of 

Ever since then, Eau do Cologne is associated in my iiresents, consisting of kegs of rum, yiieces of cloth, and 
mind Avith tin* ancient cathedral town beside the Rhine i paekagCvS of cowrie-shells (the currency of Dahomey), 
- the romantic Val Yegeste and Val d’Ossola — the AvhicU vtqvq to ho distrihiUed among the Diihoinan king 
innnsion vin Monte (Tiristesi?- and the uncommon for- ! ^lul his courtiers. Intelligenee of the arrival of tlie 
turn s, Euroyiean name, and goodly dienevolent presence , mission had been yireviously sent to Ahomoy, and Gozo 
of .Ii'iiii Maria Farina. , " i had fovAvarded the neeessarv passport llirnugli his do- 


DAIIOMEY AND THE DAHOMANS.* 

D\n<nii:Y, as (‘very one knoAvs, is a negro kingdom, 
ahjiicent to Asliiiiitee, extending from the coast of 
( Iiiinea as far as tlic Kong iMountains. Th« exist(‘nce 
uf such a kingdom Avas not known ifi Europe till the 
iKgimiingDf last century; though some suj»pose that 


Avliom were to act as intcriiretevs, and the rest Avert; 
employed in currying the liaggage, and tlic load of 
l)res(.‘nts, consisting of kegs of rum, yiieces of cloth, and 
paekagCvS of cowrie-shells (the cnrreiiey of Dahomey), 
AvhicU AA'ove to ho distrihiUed among the Diihoinan king 
^lul his eourtitn'S. Intcdligenee of the arrival of tlie 
mission had been yireviously stait to Ahomey, and Gozo 
had fovAvarded the necessary jiassport llirougli his do- 
minions, in the shape of ‘a gold-headed Jilalacca cane,’ 
to Lieuten.ant Forbes. A journey of four days hroiiglit 
the party to AbomoA*, the first aspect of Avhieh is thus 
described ; — 

‘The city is about eight miles in eircnniference, snr- 
rtmmU'd by a ditch about five feet deep, lill(*d Avith the 
prickly ac.acia — its only defence. It is entered by six 
gates, Avliieh are simjily clay Avails crossing the road, 


JfdiiiiHi, Avhicli is mcnlioned by the eiTrly geograi)her Avith tAvo apertures — nne reserved for ^ho king, tlu‘ 
Ia'o Africaims (died 1520) as one of many African otli(‘r a thoroughfare for Ids subjects. In ea«h ajierture 
kiiigd(3ms lying south of Kigritia, Avas a corniption of are two human skulls ; and on the inside a pil(‘ (jf skulls, 
the Avord Jhihoimu. The native tradition, hoAVCA^er, human, and of all the beasts of the field, even to the 
assigns both to the name and to the kingdom an origin elephant’s. Besides these six gates, the ditch, which is 
not nimdi older than two liundred years. The kir- g, ,\da of an oval form, hranelies off' at each side the mjrtli- 
lloonzoo, Avlio 8uccee(^[*d in 1 774. Avas ‘ the Macadam west gat6;to the north and nortU-wa‘st ; and over ca(*h 
of Africa;’ for lie ‘made roacBi leading to his cuiutal hrancdi is a similar gatCAvay, for ofle only purpose — 
as broad as Tall Mall, and as suited to tlie traffic to mislciul an emany in a night attack. lu the eeiitre 


as broad as Fall Mall, and as suited to tlie 


of tlie country as our roads an* to tlnit of England.* of the city are the palaces of Dongidali-cardeh and 
Another of the ‘institutions ’ of Daliomey, Avhicli owes Agrim-gameh, adjoining; on Ijic north stands the 
its origiti to this monarch, is the far-tinned army of original palai'e of Daliomey: about thest*. and to tlu^ 
Amazons— lliut is, negro women, Avho act a.s the king’s south gate, are houses, the most conspicuous of Avhicli 
body-guard, and take part Avith the male soldiers in all are those of ^he iiHiiisters. In front of Agrim-gameh 
cxjieditions, rivalling them in courage and ferocity, is an extensive square, in Avliicli are the harraeks and a 
Ada Hoonzoo's snccessm- was Agon-groo, who Avas suc^ high liJicd qr palaver-house, a saluting battery of fifteen 
ceeded by his son Ailanajeali. Adahazah pioving a guns, and if stagnant iiond. Inst inside the south-east 
(‘oward, was, after a, short time, d*‘p()Bod, and .su]h r.^ (U‘d gat^ (the Cannnh) are a saluting-liattery and pond, and 
by his youngiT brother Gozo, the pre.seiit king. • numerous blaCksmiths’ shops. The roads or streets are 
The earliest account we have of tyc* Dahomans and in giKnl order, and though tliere are not any shops, the 
their customs is contained in a letter Avritten in 1724 .A^iit of them is supplied by two large markets — Ali- 


to tlie commandant of tlie 


10 KugUi^ fort at Wiiydah, by jah-ee, to tlic ea.stward of the central palace, 
i — market, parade, and Biicrificial - ground ; ai 


at once a 
nd Hnng- 


* Dahomey aiai tho Dahonmns ; bein;; the Journals of Two jooloh, just outside the south gate. Besides these are 

Mlawions to tho King of Dahomey, and ItoflWenoe at his Cjipital, «rtvornl amnller markets the Btalls of which are all 

in the Years 1849 and 1850. by Frederick K Forbes, Com^mler. smailtr lliaiKits, llie Biailb 01 Wliuii aiC all 

« .. . - r , 1 awneil, and are geiierallv attended by wonum, the Avivp 

• »• 


in tae Years 1H49 and 1850. liy Fred 
il.N. S vols. London : Longmans. 
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of all classes and orders, from the mioga^s toVthe black- 
smiths. pio felisVi liouses are numerous, ridiculously 
ornamented. Cloths are , manufactured, within the pa- 
laces and houses Within pie city are large waUe 

lands, and many cultivated farms. There are no regu- 
lar streets, and it is difficult for a Euroiieaii to imagine 
liimsclf in the capital of a large country, as all the 
houses are siirromided by high red clay walls, which 
enclose large forest-trees, besides orange, banana, and 
other fruit-trees. All the houses are low and thatched, 
and one only in the palace of Dongclah-pardeh, and one 
ill that of Cumassce, can boast, pf tivo storeys.*, » 

After being visited by several of tlie Dahoman chiefs, 
the embassy was admitted to an interview with the 
king:— 

‘The square of the palace was filjed with armed 
IHxiple, squatted on their hams, the polished barrels of 
their Danish muskets standing up like a forest. Under 
a. thatched gateway was the king, surrounded by bis 
iimnediato wives ; while on each side sat the Amazons, 
all in uniform, armed and accoutred ; anej^ in the centre 
of the square squatted the males. Hundreds of haimers 
and umbrellas enlivened the scene, and a constant 
firing from great guns and small arms increased the 
excitement. Wlien near the king’s seat wc .came to a 
halt, while tlie cabooceors bowed down and kissed the 
dust. Passing before the throne Ave boAved, and made 
the circuit of the square three times — the cabooceers 
prostrating, and ourselves repeating our obeisances 
each time that avo passed the royal seat. On the third 
tinu!, the ministers and cabooceers formed a line to the 
king's position ; and as Ave stepped from our hammocks, 
tlio king, Avho liad been reclining, rose, and forty dis- 
cordant bands struck uj) a qui<‘k step, Ashilst guns 
Avere fired, and all shouted except the ministers and 
cabooceers, Avho prostrated themselves, and threw dirt 
on their heads, jis Ave julvanced and shook hands with 
the king. His Dahoman majesty, King Ge zo, is about 
forty-eight years of age, good -1 oolong, with nothing of 
the* negro features, liis complexion Avanting severai: 
shades of bemg black; his appearance conm landing, 
and his countenance intellectual, though stern in llie 
extreme. That he is proud ther< can bo no doubt, fur 
he treads the earth as if it were honoured by its bur- 
then. Were it not for a sliglit cast in his eye, he Avould 
be a handsome man. Contrasted with the gaudy attire 
of his ministers, wives, and cabo(X*eer.s (of every hue, 
and laden with coral, gold, silver, and brass or na incuts), 
the king Avas plainly dres.sed in a loose robe of yellow 
silk, slashed with satin stars and lialf-rnoons, Mandingo 
sandals, au^j a Spanish hat trimmed Avith gold lace ; the 
only ornament being a small gold chain of European 
manufacture. Taking our scats ou chairs fiicmg tlu5 
royal mat, vre entered into a complimentary conversa- 
tion; the king asking many questions about our sove- 
reign and England, a^d ufterwiurds of Messrs i'rceman, 
Cruikshanks, aiid*Wynniett, who had preceded us at 
his court. The ministers were then introduced by 
name, and we aU drank together.’ 

Two days siient feasting, giving and receiving 

presents, and seeing the sights of Abomey, such as the 
review of the Amazons, &c. and tlie mission came to 
business : — p 

‘ After many compliments, his majesty requested me 
to read the commandor-in-chief’s letter, ^andsng it 
to him, he broke the seal,* and returned it. i then read 
its contents piecemeal, so that the intciyreters nqght 
the better explain it. His majesty listenal attentively ; 
and then expSuiimd tliat he was not accompanied by 
those officers who should form memlKTs of so serious,At 
palaver, but if I would attend his Customs, lie Avould 
give an ansAver. He then dictated a letter to the com- 
mander^in^li^ef, in which ho jiromised to give me an 
answer the Customs.’ 

Jfhe f<3u8 toms’ here aHuded to are Certain periodical 
festrttdsyfield at Abomey ,t^vheu, aifiid drinking, rejoic- 

irig, the offering of human sacrifices, and much military 
parade, all the mor<i important business of Dahomey 
(such as the paying of the t^pops, the trial of offence-s, 
and the determination of the scene of the great sla ve- 
hunt of the following year, &c. &c.) is transacted. The 
king ot Daliomey is absolute, and can strike off the 
heads of Ins subjecis when he pleases ; still, even in 
Dahomey, there cannot be entire absolutism, and tlie 
Customs arc, ;is it w'ere, the meeting of the I)ahoman 
parliament, Avlien tae king hears the grumblings ns well, 
as j,the adulations of his subjiHjts. As the Customs 
were not to be held till the months of May, June, and 
July, and .as, by Gezo’s dexterous procrastination of 
the subject of the mission till tlien, no fartlier conver- 
sation Avith him upon it could be immediately obtained, 
Messrs Duncan and Forbes set out on their return to 
Wbydah. Mr Duncan fell severely ill on the way, and 
died almost immediately after having embarked on 
board the Kimifisher on his voy.'igc home. 

Lieutenant Forbes, qijcording to jiromise, returned to 
Abomey in ^lay 1850, aceonqianied l>y Mr BeecrofI, 
Her Majesty’s consul at the Bights ; and staying there 
for about six weeks, w'ituossed the following customs : 

— l.s/, The Fe-qve-ah-ch-btlc, or ‘ Faying of the 'J'rou- 
l»adour.«;’ 2(:/, The Ek-hah-touff-ek-hih^ or ‘ Display of 
the King’s Wealth;’ The Ek-ijue-iioo-nh-toh-nifJi, 

or ‘Tlirowiiig of the Fresents’ — an essential portion 
of which custom consists of human sacrifices, tliough 
these are frequent ou other occasions; At/i, The A7- 
heh-soh-tk-hehy or ‘ Firing of the Guns;’ 5^/<, I’lie 
‘King’s Court of Justice.’ or iiarliameiit, Avhich la.st<d 
several days, and in Avhicli various cliargtJS Avere made, 
and various questions entertained, amid much nois»* 
and confusion; (>//<. The ■ Ainazou's Oath of Fidelity 

7M, A ‘ 8hum Fight;’ Tlie or 

‘ Watering of the Ancestral Graves.’ Mr Forhes gives 
detailed accounts of these ceremonies, Avhich Avere a 
curious combinalioii of the comic, the gaudy, the lierci'. 
and the disgusting. 

The or ‘ ’WiroAvine 

of the I’resents,' took place on tlie last day of May, ! 
and consisted in tlu* king's throwing — for se\u,*n hours i 
continuously, from a raised plallorm in the market- 1 
place — coAvry-sliells, jiieces of cloth, kegs of rum. rolls | 
of loba(‘co, &c. into the midst of a vast umltinKle of j 
nuked black.s, who scrambled ibr tin- prizes. As 
neither thp Dalioman army nor any of the Dahommi 
oflicials have any regular pay (tliough many per- 
quisites), this distribution of the royal bounty is, in 
fact, the unnuai- payment of the nation’s salaries. At 
the close, Iiowcaut, of the distribution comes a liorrid i 
gift from the monarch to his sulyccts — that of ;i 
number of captives of tlie last slavo-liunt, Avho, afk r 
being exhibited nil day, tied in shallow baskets or 
cradles posted round the ixirajiet of the jilatforin, are 
thrown down, head foremost, aniong the yelling tlion- 
sands beneath, there tei be (lespatched Avith clubs, and 
toni in pieces. Fourteen such victims liad been pn*- 
pared on the prc'sent occasion ; and after ilie rest of 
the ceremonial was oATr, the king asked Mes.srs Forlx^s 
and Beecroft kv stay to witness their cx(*cution. ’J’hey 
very properly refused ; and after succeeding in buying 
off tliree of tlie poor Avretclier*, huvried from the ])lat- 
form. The remaining eleven victims were then thrown 
down, three by Gezo, the others by his ministers. The 
whole expense to tlie king of the day’s ceremonial did 
not exceed 2000 dollai:;s. 

At the ‘palaver,’ or parliament pnqxir, the chid 
subjects of (lebalt‘ Averc the conduct of certain indivi- 
duals during the slave-bunt of the preceding year, and 
tlie direction in whiqh tlie expedition of the next year 
should be led. There was a great deal of quarrelling 
and mutual abuse among the Amazons and male sol- 
dlersf The following extract, containing the closing 
spoefcoa of an Amazon and the king, ^ill give an idea 
of Dlhoman parliamentary eloquence : — 
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‘ Ag:ain all rise, whilst an Amazon chief makes the 
following speech : — “ As the hhicksmith takes an iron 
bar, and by fir^ changes fashion, so have we changed 
our nature. We are no longer women ; wc are men. 
By fire we will change Abeahkeutah. The king gives 
us cloth, but without thread it cannot be fasftioued ; 
wc are the thread. If corn is put in the sun k) dry, 
and not looked after, will not the gSats eat it? If 
Abcalikeutah be h^ft too long, some other nation \fill 
spoil it. A cask of rum ciinnot roll ftself. A t»ble in a 
liouse becomes useful when anything is placed thereon. 
I'lie Dahoman army, without the Amazons, are as* both 
ujiassisted. Spitting makes the belly more iiomfortable, 
and the out stretched liand wdll be the receiving one : 
so w^e ask you for >rar, tliat our bellies may have their 
desire, and our liands he filled.” At the conclusion of 
tins harangue the female court again rose, and, heading 
the Amazons, saluted the king; all sang in chorus — 
‘‘May thunder and lightning kill us if we break 
oatl’s !^’ The king now left the tent amid cries of 
Kvh-paJi-sfi-kree (a peculiarly ^erce eagle), W'liilst all 
fell prostrate, 'i'he king reeeived a handsome eboii}' 
clul), and daiK'cd with it. Then the Amazons rose, and 
tlie king tlnis addressc'd them : — “The hunter biw.s a 
dog, and liaving trained liirn, lie takes him out a 
hunting, without telling him tlie game he expects to 
meet. When in the bush li{‘ sees a Ix-ast, and by his 
ti'aehing the dog inirsuos it. If the dog returns with- 
out tlu‘ gaiiu', Llie huntsinan, in his anger, kills* him, 
and leaves liis carcass a prey to the w'olvcs and vultures, 
il I onler yon to clear tlie bush, ?fnd you do not do it, 

dl 1 not punish you? If T tell my people to put 
llii'ir hands in tlie tire, they must do it. When you 
go to war, if yon are taken prisoners, you will bo 
SMeriliecd, and your bodies bec^onie food fur w^olves 
and vultures.” liaving eoncluded his oration, the 
king again daneed and drank, then lianded round nrn 
in a large p.-Avier liasiii to the Amazon officer.-?. On 
his return to his tent, all the Amazons — in number 
about Ii-100- inarclk-d otf, and thus ended the parade.’ 

It was understood, as agreed uiTon, that the scene of 
tin- next slave-bunt would be *1110 city and neighbour- 
hood of Abeahkeutah — a tloiirishiiig negro community 
in tlio Bight of lieuin, eontaiuing many hundreds of 
Christians. 

At the end of the Customs, Gezv), to whom Lieutenant 
I-’oilu‘s bad delivered a letter from the queen of Eng- 
land, became more explieit on the subjeet the slave 
trade. ‘He now wi.shed to know the ulterior olyect of 
the einhassy. In the first 2)lace, answered, we hoped 
lie would jait a stop to the slave tradi* in his vast 
dominions ; and in order to do that, wc impressed upon 
him the methods pursued by neighbouring nations, 
who, liy eneon raging the growth of the palm-tree, had 
so well met the market as now to have a far more 
advanced and lucrative trade than the I\)rtuguo.se and 
Brazilians ofiered to Bahomev. That the first step to 
the estalilishment of tlie jiaTin-oil trade must he the 
encoui-ageiiient of labour within liis tlominions; and 
instead of deva.stating his neighbours’ lerritories (par- 
tieulurly those whose goograpldcal Position placed 
Dahomey between them and the seay, lie should, if 
warwt-re unavoidable, reduce them, binding them by 
tiH-aties to join in the jiTirsuit of agriculture and trade, 
and then, by levying transit-dutie.s on their goods, 
cause tbom to curicli liim far more tlmii the mere sake 
of tlie slaves of the exterminating hunt. Thirs by 
making Dahomey the centre of^i vast trading country, 
all kinds of goods ivould soon find their wniv inU? his 
kingdom ; ami instead of being dependt'iit on a few 
merchants for tlie paltry articles w ilh w hich they chose* 
to supply liirn, ho miglit demami the choicest merchan- 
dise of the w'orld — a l^n already obtained by many 
neighbours. By thus turning n niilitary into a£ agri- 
cultural i>eople^ and raising liimaelf into the triable 
position of a refonner of the iniquitous and larful 


habits of /his\)eople, in the course of tfme he could, 
abolish tliose fearful human sacrifices he had already 
reduced in nuinbers, and tl^pn his mgmory would be 
rtf^cred by all nations, ^and be handed down in love and 
peiice instead of slaughter. 

‘ The king gjive a history of trade, from its earliest 
commencement in ^Vllydah and Dahomey, down to 
the present date. First, he said, the French came to 
Wiydali before Dahomey conquered it. War put a 
stop to trade for many years. The wdiite man left 
Wliydah in ^i-dah- hoon- zar’s time; the English 
graders were the first jwdio landed there and bought 
slaves. * His fatlaw liaa impressed him with tlie belief 
that the Englisl^ were the ifirst of white men : he 
thought so, and desired imich to he at peace with 
them. “Time Jnid passed,^ he continued, “but the 
Dahomans had never gi ven up slave - dealing. His 
people were seniors, his revenue the proceeds of the 
.isln ve trade. Do w'c not observe the absence of agri- 
culture? OUier natieais dealt in slaves, but not like 
me : tliey keep no Customs, make no general dis- 
bursement. ^’lie slave trade of tlicse states must bo 
stojiped before I can treat.’' .... 

‘The king then dictated a letter to Tier Majt'sty, 
stating 14s anxiety for peace with Great Britain; Ins 
wjlliiigiies.s to enter into treaty wdieu tlui trade wois 
stopped in tlic ncdgbbouring petty chiofdoms ; his w ish 
for a British consul to be sent to lii.s kingdom, for inis- 
.sionaries to vi.sit Dahomey, and reside at Whydah ; and 
that the military state of his sulijects alone at present 
precluded his becoming the heail of an agricultural 
licople.’ 

Counccted collaterally with tlie narrative of hi.s 
mi.ssion, Lieutenant Forbes gives many interesting iiar- 
ticulars relative to the negro raia's in general. Of 
these perha|).s the most curious rider to tlie discovery 
of a native African language, called the VaJiie, con- 
structed on phonetic prineijaes, as a means of reducing 
the prevalent languages of that jiart of Africa to 
•a written unity. Tlic notice of it leads Lieutenant 
Forbes to sjicak of the pros2)ect| of negro education 
in general. He says : — ‘ lOducation is a favourite pride 
of the Afri(‘an, and tliere are few in Sierra Leone, 
who havc.b^t^i^ brouglit there young, but can read 
and WTite. Men of eminenee are now expounding 
tlie Gospel in their native hingiinges, as ordained 
clergymen of the Ejiiscoiial Cburch, wliosc early sojourn 
and troubled life Avas jiassed in the lottery of foreign 

slavery Instances are constantly occurring 

illustrating the ex traoi'd inary capacity of the African 
mind. The island of St Thomas sends fortli liun- 
dreds of black Roman Catliolic iiriests to 'many parts 
of Africa; and th(‘se sable fathers assist materially 
towards the great object — the civilisation of Africa. 
Acting, however, under the protection of the I’ortii- 
guese government, the known connection of that iieople 
with tlie* slave trade prevents thejathers from being 
often beard of out of the scene of their labours. The 
rich(‘st slave merchant resident in Whydah, Don Jose 
Almedia, is an ex -slave, sold from the very part 
I of Bopoc in which ho now commands a monopoly. 
Tills remarkably clever, shrewd man w-^a.s educated in 
the Brazils during the period of liis slavery in that 
country. Ilk from eacli great slave state a*selectiou of 
I youths Were made, educated in professional rule as 
j clerjj^meil doctors, agvitMiUiirists, and artisans, these, 
returning 10 their countries, w-'ould soon assist civilisa- 
tion, and generate a contempt for sacrifice and slavery. 
The extraordinary coiitemjit an educated black has for 
his unpolished neighbour is inconceivable ; and it is the 
pride of all to attend chureh meetings, to prove their 
e<luctttion (not to mention a w eaker pride of exhibiting 
their finery.) These foibles worked upon, studied, and 
humoured, might be rendered eminently serviceable. 
Wliat the African particularly requires is example ; 
for, be it gootf or ^ad^he^^l follow^ it if set by .“ilie 
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white man,” by which he means men of ^ly colour, hut 
educated. ^ ' 

As regards the immediivte object of the alxdition of 
the Dahoman slave trade, Lieutpiant Torbes thinks ct 
is to be accomplished by a judicious blending of coer- 
cion, commerciiil enterprise, and education. He is a 
friend to the continuance of the blockade, an opinion 
in M'hich many will differ from him. But his revela- 
tions of tlie state of Dahomey —a land rich in native 
resources, yet not half peopled — a land, tlic most con- 
spicuous household ornaments Of which arc human 
skulls, and whose soil drinks njglitly the blood of hu- 
man sacrifices — a land, tlic peo^ple ol^ which arb clever 
enough, yet the slaves, of. .the most i^jxmiinable habits 
and superstitions ; these revelations, can liavc but one 
effect on all right minds — tfiat of increasing the convic- 
tion that, whatever are the true methods for abolisliing 
the horrid slave traffic, whether force ^or suasion, the 
earth ought not to be at peace till the object is finally 
and for ever accomplished. 


A w'ord spoken, or a deeil done, just in llic nick of 
time, makes every one fall hack ; and the ‘ Man ’ 
stands revealed — is by general^ consent pItt at the helm 
of aflairs — very much doubtless to his ow^n amazement ! 
How, w;hen this grand apotheosis takes x>lace, w^e are 
to conduct ourselves towards our old and valued friend, 
w'c cannot imagine. Much will depend on himself. 
If, ’like the re.*5t of the w orld, he forget former poor 
acquaintances, wxi bhall have little trouble on the sub- 
ject, Under a modest sense of our ow n nua-its, w'e 
hope to be not quite overlooked by him. The great 
man wdll b^hhably retain a sort of kindness for us, 
and accordingly throw a post of some kind in our w .ay. 
rcrliajis lie may admit ns to a private audience w luai 
no gr.and companions are at hand ; and, like Kapoleon 
w ith Bourieune, joke about old stories. His friendship 
may go bo far that w^e may, uueluillenged, slij) out 
the dear old familiar lu^me — ‘ Jemmy ! ’ 


tup: ‘COMING MANV 
As the nineteenth century advances towards maturit}'^, 
a fear hogins to he entertained tliat it will noA produce 
that due sui^jily of ‘ groat men ’ wdiicli we are entitled 
to look for every hundred \Tars. ^riie crop of heroes 
is liecoining gradually more stinted. There is a com- 
plaint of a universal mediocrity. Yet, even thus 
affiieted, the w orld is unwilling to relinquish hojic. It 
cannot bring itself to the belief that it has entered on 
an everlasting reign of hum-drum. Something must 
be in store. All look for the ‘Corning Man.' 

But w’here or in what direction to look for this jier- 
I Fonage is the difficulty. Gaze as fixedly as w'e w ill, w^e 
i feel as if trying to pierce a mist. An irnpenetrahle haze 
1 hangs over the future. Speculation, in the.se circum- 
j stances, takes the idace of eertainty. Is the ‘ Coming^ 
j Man ’ yet liorn into the w'orkl ? Is lie an unruly 
brat, squalling for his porridge in some obscure hov^ l ? 

I Is he advanced to boyhood, indulging, like an incipient 
Bonajiarte, in the delights of a siiow’-ball engagement, 
and domineering over the turbulent democracy of the 
schoolyard ? Supposing him to ho arrived at manhood, 
wdiether does he flourish a iien or a sw'ord Y — how’ be- 
hind a counter, or bend within tlu* jircciiuqs of a court? 
i Has this shadowy individual over opened his mouth at 
! a jmblic meeting, and astonished the pari.sli with his 
i eloquence ? All this, and much more, leiuls a x>ainful 
; interest to the whereabouts of the ‘ Man.' One really 
I w'ouhl I'c glad to have even tlic slightest inkling 
I on the subject. Surely .somebody might speak out. 
All the biographies oj groat men reveal the f:u;t, that 
their greatness wa%’ prognosticated from their cradle 
upw^ards. Shrewd people saw' at a glance that ‘ the 
boy w'ould conic to something.’ Know ing ones, who 
possess the rare faculty of prognostication, hut usually 
exerciwj it retrospectively, treat us for once to a predic- 
tion bcffore the event ! Tell us wdiere, and who, and 
wdiat, is tli^‘ Coming Man I' Now is youf tiqie I 
What if the ‘ Man * has alreiuly come, a^id p(K>pIe 
are bo stupid as not to k'e and acknowlalgc him? 
Tlicre is something very awful in this hlca— tiie m^e 
so, from its lx*ing justified by every liistorical parallel. 
For anything w'e can tell, some intimate and very 
modest acquaintance, whom we occasionally eat an egg 
with, and take the lilierty of cidling ‘Jemmy,’ may be 
thg * Coming Man.’ It may be fated that one day, all on 
a sudden, a marvellous concurrence of circumstances — 
quite a social wliirlwind— wUrtoss him the surface. 



So much for ont^ view* of the subject. Physiologically 
speaking, tlie elementary iiroiierties of greatness cannot 
l)c qqitc absent in the iiassing generation. One crannot 
seriously l)e brought to the comdusion that nature has 
betaken herself to the production of pigmies. On 
the contrary, th(‘ aggregate as well as th(^ individual 
mind .seems to he imi)roving. In short, it must he 
social circumstanees. not effort.s of nature, that .are at 
fault ; or, to speak more plainly to the general aiipre- 
hen.sion, there w ould most likely he plenty of great men 
if w'c would only permit tluan to develop themselvi s. 
We cry for the ‘Goming Man,’ hut do all in our power 
to kv‘ep him back when he w ants to come. Jt rmi.st Ik* 
.said that tlic world U pretty much of a simi)li*t()n on 
this point, with all its claims to incri'asing wisdom. 
No doul»t there are faults on both sides. The ‘Man’ 
hinisi'lf is far from blameless, a.s w’e shall immediately 
take the liL>c*rty of exfjJaining to him. 

It is tolerably clear that society abounds in two 
growinu' jirineijiles : on the one hand, an idle opu- 
lence. with an increasing Hiiseeptihility of feeling; 
and on the other, a disposition and pow'cr to criticise 
sev(.*rely, laugh dowm, and positivt'ly abuse, all generous 
.and noble a,«piration.s. This is an unhnpiiv conjunetiire 
e»f opposing inllnenees, leading to what may he called a 
neutral result. The sjK*ctacle of w hole masses of highly- 
educated and wealthy, and consequently leisurely nu n, 
Bliending existence in walking nj) aiul down a fasliion- 
ahle thoroughfare, lounging in cluh-nxmis, and jietqiing 
through eye-glns.scs at painted OiH'ra-dancers, is suru'ly 
not what w-c phould naturally expect as the ulti- 
mate consequence of high civilis.ation. Mankind must 
have been made for sortjething more than the per- 
fection of eIog.ant indolence. If tliere be any tlrinking 
still wanted, it would be at least econoniic to employ 
those in that Of^cuiiatiou who have nothing else to do. 
Very true as fi luoiiosition ; hut unfortunately the 
lounger is not j^itliout his excuse. As he is, he i.s live 
from annoyance ; as ho might lx*, he should indis- 
putably subject himself to distracting cares. ’J'alk to 
liim confidentially on the subject. ‘ I w’oulcl,’ 6.ay.s he, 
in reply to your expostulations — ‘ I w'onld of course 
do a*little in the performance of active public duties ; 
but nu bonof whcLc i.s the good of it? The moment 
I*'! peep above the surface of stjignation, 1 should 
be assailed with all sofis of impertinence. If I came 
forward voluntarily, I should be pronounced vain, and 
desiro|}B of disiilay ; if I suffered myself to be brought 
into ivtice by others, I should be set down os the tool of 
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a party. M) doubt I liad some selfish olyect in view by 
making myself so officious. I wanted a place, a title, a 
pension, a jobj^r a son <ir nephew. My ijresumption 
was laughable. I deserved to be caricatured. A jmitty 
fellow to l)e sure — a has Var'isiocrat ! Down witji him ! 

Now,’ continues our delicate-minded idler, ‘1 djt) not 
much like this sort of thing. As I waift notlnng, what 
inducement can there be for my exposing myself*to 
tliis course of misconcci)ti(jn and oWociuy ? J»should, 
in fact, bo little better than a fool to give myself ^he 
slightest trouble either to think or act for the public, 
which may go seek servants where it can* find* them : 

I shall have nothing to do with it.’ Duty, duty, my 
dear, good sir. Tlio world has a right to ask your 
assistance in carrying on its affairs. ‘Bahl I don’t 
choose to take kicks in exebange for my halfpence. 

Wlieii the world learna how to behave itself, it will b^jjs^atiire. Those who 
time enough for me to enlist iu^ts service.* i the ‘Cinning Men,’ ha 

There, in our opinion, lies one branch of the plulo- 1 than dexterous cliarhi 
sophy of tlio (inestion. Jemmy naturally prefers to eat 
his egg with us in the evening in peace and quiet^iess, 
to taking the path to glory across a sea of vexation. 

It may be argued that, ever since the world began, 
lieroes have had to conteiul with peculiar difficulties 
before they established themselves in their respective 
shrines. CinMunstanc'es, however, change with fimes. 

'riu* world is not now so young as \vlien ^MubanmuHl 
Avas able to persuade wliole natiofis tliat be Avent up 
I'very night to the seventh heaven on the back of a 
horse. If any Avould-be-great man Avere to tell such 
stories now, he Avould readily find aeeommodution in 
Bedlam, and his case Avonld be reported in the moi-ning 
jKipers at the rate of three-balfpenco a line. So that 
would be the end of him. AViibout going to extreme 
('xiimples in tlie Mohammed line of greatness, avc ean 
fancy that the ‘ iMair Avv)uld be trammelled Avitli a 
\ ariety of enenmbranees in bis laudable endeavour to 
burst the shell. Tublic opinion, acting Avitb eoneen- 
trat(‘d en(Tgy tliroiigb the prejts, can 1)0 faced by com- 
paratively few. By means of thi.s marvellou.s engine 
the AN bole kingdom is in a sense reduced to the eliarae- 
ti r of a small country toAvn, in Avhieb OA’cry man keejNs 
an eye on Ids neighbour, and ean t('ll A\’bat cA^erybody 
else lia.s for his dinner. Hence the feverish dread of 
lieing in anyway consijieuous, unless in the matter of 
trade, Avluye notoriety is only another name for fortune. 

Add to this the susta ptibility Avhicli, already hinted, 

! aceompanlesreiineineutof manners, and the indilVerenee 
i which ordinarily go(‘S in the train of Avealtli, and we 
I can aiaaumt for the groAving indisposition to start out 
from the ranks even in the most pressing emergeneie.s, 

^'es; the time has apparently arrived Avlien ambition 
is so chastened by conv(*ntional dogmas tliat compara- 
tivN‘1}' few whose opinitiu is Av^rtli regarding, or Avhose 
(;baracter ean endure eritieism, care for taking a bigli seat 
in the social circle. We of course do not mean here to 
confine our vitov to the ranks of idh? ojmlenee. To 


these Ave allude merely as the nur.serv of a gre.it majo- 
rity of the men AAdio have come, ;md as the rank.s which 
are daily recruitoil from^ll tlie lower plact's of sCK'iety. 
'riiat a ‘crisis’ in general affairs Avould tend materially 
to tlisi»el diffidence, and hasten the development of 
AN' hat may l)e termed the elementary principles of great- 
ness, nobody can doubt. Mea^iMdiile, the course of 
events and tone of manners are in some degree e(iun- 
teraetiA'c of robustness either in private or itublic sen- 
timent. Tlie ilefcct of the ago, in wlutlf ever Avaiy it comes 
about, is w ant of moral courage. Thoiisaiiils of men 
may Ixi picked up to face a stft*m of bullets for the 
poor guerdon of a shilling a day. Hut that is idiysieal 
eourilge, a quality existing in the greatest force 
the lower animJlls. Moral courage is quite 
tiling, and partakes of the very highest spiritii 
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Tlic man iHioVould unconcernedly mount ‘ the deadly, 
breach,’ tJiough animated by a cc>iiseiousiie!|,s of recti- 
tude and sense of duty, sluinks froju encountering 
tl'gp paper pellets of qaineless paragraph AN riters and 
pamphleteers. A someAvhat mortifying feature tliis of 
the nineteenth century ! 

There are other restraints on civil greatnes.s. Con- 
stitutional and- legal forms are noAv so nicely defined, 
and of .sneli pervading influence, that cecentrieity in 
public aflairs is far from being so easily realised 
as in the day| of CroinAvclI. Men must now go to 
V'Ork oyly according hiAv. A police-officer, Avith 
an act of pavliamrnt in his pocket, is witliin reacli of 
every man’s eolla{. Aspiring^eniuses, who attempt to 
emulate Hampden, have a ymentably small chant^e of 
any other distii^tion tlian that of appearing in Imnd- 
cufls at the Old Bailey. Unfortunately, al.so, the faitli 
in greatness is’lessened by the many instances of im- | 
Iiave been fondly decmcHl to lie | 
ave turned out to be nothing more | 
dexteroys charlatans, who bad Jill the time a de- 
liberately seltish object in view. It may be doii])t(‘d if 
ever bbitajit eroAvds avIU again fall doNvii and worsliij) a i 
state prisoner avIio affects to consult Magii/i-C’liarta on 
hi.s way t» the Tower. That kind of stn/f lias Iiad its 
day. 

An incredulity in the possibilities of greatnes.s arises 
from one mon‘ (nreunistjince. It is oiiserved, not with- 
out a painful revulsion of feefing, tliat men endowed 
with certain qiuilities of greatness — eloquent in ilelmto, 
acute in discernment, honest in intention, and of juTse- 
veriiig industry — ruin every thing Viy giving themselves 
iqi to crotcluds. Noav erotehetiness isimeof tli(‘ things 
which that exceedingly practical pi-oplc-, the J'biglish, 
heartily detest. If the ‘Coming Tvlan ’ slu*w the slightest 
]n’oneness to occupy himself with eroteliets, lui is regu- 
larly done for, and may at enia* relinquish his exjieetji- 
tions. TiM;t is, therefore, an essential attrihiitc. I'he 
man must he hoUl, origiiuil, and self-eoutident ; vegavd- 
4iss of obloquy, he must possess the moral courage to 
encounter sectarian and jiart}" st(trms, roar they never 
so Avildly. But oh h't his originality not lie tsiinted 
I l)y erotidiet.s, past or ])resent; for if it be, he i,s a 
‘ damaged *»nmi ! ’ The soberest truths ho can utter Avill 
he set doAvn to the seoro of fanati(?ism. His mo.st bril- 
liiint harangues imiy command admiration, but it Avill 
be that bestowed on the splendid eoniseations of a, 
sky-rocket — not that in which Ave behold the glory oi‘ 
the noonday sun. 

Those hints may perhaps not 1)0 altogether useless to 
the* Coming Man,’ if he happen to bemiiuhered among 
our readers, as w’o hope he is. In eonclnsion, ami to 
prevent false starts, we projlose to put iutcaiding ‘Com- 
ing Men’ through a little hit of eateehisni, by Avhich 
they Avill see Avhat they have to look for in their career. 

* Can yoi^ submit to he cjilleii a fyul, an idiot, a design- 
ing demagogue?’ — ‘ No.’ Then yolTare not tlie ‘ Com- 
ing Man.’ ‘Can you go without your d inner, and sit 
on a beiieh lialf the night listening to nonsense? ’ — ‘ No.’ 
You need noviT try to be tIl(^ ‘ ( ’tj^ning Man.’ ‘ Can you 
bear to be hissed, biuglicil at, mimicked, caricatured ; to 
have every action niiseoustrued ; 3 'our ileotks of bene- 
volence ascribed to systematic bribery and corruption?' 
— ‘ Certainly not.’ It is alisiird, then, for you to think 
of bi^ng ^le ‘Coming Man.’ ‘ liaAc yon the lamsti- 
tution of Ilf rhinoceros, tlu* s^uavity of a courtier, the 
coojness and imperturbability of an iceberg?’ — ‘Not 
altogether.’ •! am afraid you are not lit for Ixnrig the 
‘Coming Man.' ‘Are you able and Avilling to curry 
l^favour with pcoide avIioui you despise, to associate for 
‘ a time with ignorance and low'-miiidedness? ‘ That I 
could do least of Jill.’ Well, you are evidently ineai)- 
able of being the ‘ Coming Man.’ ‘Do you inteiul to 
think for yourself, or to adopt the Opinions of others ?’ 
— ‘I shall eertaiinly take* great charneters of tjie 
past age as my iilxiels— ^batham, Burke, tJSrskine, 
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Fox, Hornpj!* Tlie confession does (^edit to your 
candour, l^it is fatal to -your hopes. The men you 
talk of were all very well in their day, and still 
they have their use, in furnishing materials for schoed 
collections ; but the living world stands not in need 
of fossil orators. To let you into a secret — we are 
getting past the middle of the nineteenth century, and 
want workers, not talkers. Accordingly, you are 
not the ‘ Coming Man.’ Last, and above all, ‘Do you 
possess any sort of crotchet — for example, do you be- 
lieve that a time will come when people , will very much 
prefer paying tenpence instead/of sixpence for^a quar-v 
tern loaf? ’ — ‘ I candidly admit entertaCning that opinion, 
or, as you call it, crotchet, and am ii**epared to prove 
that we should all be nctqally richer and more com- 
fortable were we to buy loaves at tcnpr^nco instead of 
sixpence!’ Enough said, my dear fcllcjw, I see how it 
is ; pray abandon every idea of rising above the general 
level of a blessed obscurity. If you have any real wish 
to shine, I recommend you to confine 3 miir ambition to 
the grand-mnstcrship of a Mason Lodge, ^or the secre- 
tarj^sliip of a Sunday-evening scliool. I am sorry to 
say you are not the ‘ Coming iMan I’ 

A DAY’S DKEDGING IN SAXCOMBi!' BAY. 

On the south coast of Dei'onslnre, some twenty miles 
from Plymouth, lies the sjuall town of Salcombe. 
This bus}^ little sca-i)ort is situated near the mouth of 
tlie Kingsbridgo Water, a considerable urni of the sea, 
wdiieh nin.s inland for about five miles, 'winding amidst 
a rich and smiling, country, and terminating near the 
market-town of Kingsbridgo. Saleombe, placed witliin 
sight of the oix'iiing to tlie sea, is sheltered from the 
colder winds, and nestles snugly in a bend of the shore 
that bounds the bay bearing its name. It oomm.'vnds a 
lov(*ly jjrospect. On tlio opposite side of the estuary, 
liere of no great width, tlie ground rises somewhat 
aliriiptl}’, and the eye wanders over meadows and corn- 
fields, whicli cover tlie slope almost to the water’s edge,* 
iiiitil it rests on the clustering cottages and simi>le 
church of a village crowning the height, i 

Looking up tlie estuar^^ one might fancy one’s self; 
in the presence of a fine lake-scene. The water in this 
direction expands into an ample sheet, bomidcd by 
prettily-indented shores, while bore and there an arm 
passes ofr-froni the main body, and penetrates the land, 
soon lost to view, but stimulating tlie imagination, 
and suggesting pleasant fancies as to its further course. 
Turning now' towards the opposite point, w^e have before 
us the nioutji of the estuary, distant a mile or tw'o from 
tlie town, and tlwv open sea beyond it. Tlie Saleombe 
shore is for some way prettil^^ wooded and studded with 
mansions, until at last it runs out hare and rugged to 
the ocean, and terminates in the Bolt — a majestic pile 
of schistose and inicpceous rock, wiiich, like a giant- 
keeper, fronts tho*lury of wind and w ave, and guards 
the entrance to the bay. The ojiposite shore is for the 
most part low, and destitute of wmod. The mouth of 
the estuary is of no gyeat width. During the jireva- 
lence of certain winds, a tremendous sea lashes the base 
of the Bolt-Head, and breaks over the bar ; and the bay 
within is strangely agitated. ^ 

The town presents no features of interest. -Its popu- 
lation is de]>endent on fishing and sliip-building, r Tfie 
noise of the slUpwright’s ‘liapimer is seldom w^anting, 
and a pretty thriving trade belongs to the place, jlie 
climate is mild, and recommended for * consumptive 
patients. The aloe blossoms in the open air ; the finer 
kinds of wall-fhut attain great perfection in the i 
ncighbourhocMl ; and well -grown citrons, laden with 
their yellow fruit, may be seen covering the walls in 
favourable aspects. 

The town is secluded, anji somewhat difficult of 
aecesSy and bat but little apriommodatibn to ofibr ; but 
to tikp of scenery and jfo the nSturaUst it is a spot 


full of attractions, and would reward them* for much 
more inconvenience than they are even likely to expc!- 
rience in visiting it. To the /atter, inc|g|^ it is classic 
ground, for its bay w'as the favourite d^ging-placc of 
Montague, one of the fathers of British natural history. 

Havihg often explored its depths, and revelled amidst 
its treasures, we propose to share with our readers the 
delight which these have yielded us, and to lay before 
thd/n the results of a day’s dredging in its waters. And 
at the outset we mdst warn them, that if they wdll bear 
us , company, we shall never carry them out of calm 
watei^ or the sight of land. Our expeditions in Sal- 
combe Bay were marked by none of tlie stirring inci- 
dents which often fall to the dredger’s lot when he 
forsakes the littoral region, and easts forth into the 
deep sea. We commonly enjoyed our sport in perfect 
ease and security, floating on tranquil water, and 
beneath a summer sky, with the familiar sounds of the 
shore, the low'iiig of cattle, or the song of bird-s, or tbe 
cheerful cries of the lajxiurer in the fields, home to us 
by each passing breath of air. 

But not in the sky, wdiich bent so lovingly over us, 
nor on the hmd, which presented so many forms of 
beauty, and sent us so many pleasant sounds, avhs 
there aiything more w'ondroiis, Tnore exquisite, than 
that vriiich our drMge disphayed to us as it rose, 
splashing and dripping, from its siihniarinc seareli. 
At each fresh haul some new object of interest pre- 
sonteci itself, some new form of animal or vegetable 
life, which excited 'our curiosity, and rewarded our , 
examination. We cannot expect tlio.se who have liad 
no practical experience of tlie dredger's sport to enter 
at once into our enthusiasm, hut we hope to convince 
even tlicm that it is not unreasonable. 

It is a fine July morning, and we are afloat on the 
j ba}\ The deep quietude of summer is around us. So 
niotiopless is tlie air, tliat on tlio neigh liouring sliore 
‘ tlie shadow of the trees lies engraven on the grass.’ 
The dredge has been east -out, and drags lieavily along 
the bottom.' Our bcvitman puls forth all his strength, 
hut the craft seems scoreelj' to move. We arrange our 
[ bottles and vessels of various form and size, destined 
^ to contain the ‘ treasures of the dwp,’ and plant a simdl 
tub filled M'ith salt water in the centre of tlie boat, for 
the reception of the larger specinien.s. These prc’para- 
tion.s completed, m'G abandon ourselves to the enjoy- 
ment of tlif' scene : follow tlie windings of tlio slion* ; 
speculate on tlic fortunes of tbe inmates of yonder 
quiet cottage, wliieh looks as if it could not rheller sin 
or sorrow ; watch the light cloud.s. whicli cheqiuT the 
summer sk}', and their 6liad()w.s (Teeping over the corn- 
field.s ; allow the eye to wander over the broad expanse 
of water beyond llic nioutli of tlie estuary, or to ri'st 
for a while on the foam breaking at the base of the 
Bolt; or the white sail, near the horizon, gleaming in 
the sunlight. ^ 

And now it is time to4iaul in the dredge. Tlio oars 
arc shijqied, and the boat swings round. As the rojx* 
is slowly drawn in, all eyes are fixed on tlie water, to 
catch the first sight of the dredge as it rises laden with 
its spoil. We# almost feel inclined to hc.stow a male- 
diction on the old sailor, wdio performs lii.s work with 
extreme deliberation, and coilsdiis rope with the nmst 
provoking neatness and precision, as though lliis w en? 

far the most important part of the proceeding ! At 
length it comes in view, tangled wdth w'eed, the long 
streamers of which tnsul after it through the waiter; 
and^soon its coutents are safely deposited wdthin tlie 
Ixiat. What a scqyie they iiresent to us ! what strange 
forms! what colours! what a profusion of life! 

Here a large star-gsh {Uraster glacialis) shews its 
beautiful bluish disk, and writhes its spine -covered 
arms j^here, anjidst some exquisite tufts of weed, lies 
ightly sea -slug (A»/y«/a), pouring forth the 
fluid writli widen it clouds the water and eludes 
here a, brood frond exhibits a miniature forest 
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gwaying itfi dcScate stem to and fro like* the graceful 
vorticella,* and twisting its tiny arms in all directions, 
as if in q^cst of food. As we have watel^d such a 
wo have vividly realised the life of the encrinite, 
with whose beautiful femains, as they repose in their 
stony bed, it is so difficult to connect tlie idea of vitality. 
Witli this key before us, we liave been able to restore 
the stone-lily to life — to replace it in its native seas, 
and admire the working of its exquisite mcjchanisni. 
The being now before us, however, is but one stage in 
a iirocesB of development. It leads us on. 

^ .^longst tlic^ group ^ quasi cncrinites which we are 
cxaminihg, there js a neadless stalk ; and not far from 
it, anchored to a branehlet of^jjtlic weed, the tiny star- 
fish which lately Surmounted it, enacting now tlie life 
of tlie comatulal It has jAsscd through its encrinitio 
stage, and is liAiceforth a free crinoid star-fish. Hy a 
little cxaminatiln, you may find individuals of all sizes 


of zoophy Its investing its surface, each stem laden with 
tiny, pellucid cups, witliin which the blossom -like 
polypes sliGltfl||t; here a,|^c sliapcless leathery masses 
\Tanicctta), tnmi which nothing could well look less 
Uke an animal ; while amongst ^1, and over all, a mul- 
titude of nimble crabs, jiresenting the most grotesque 
shapes, keep up a constant bustle. Here and there a 
graceful shell adorns the heap : the little cowry dis- 
plays its orange mantle, and the vividly-coloured 
tefis — the * butterflies of the ocean ^-•jerk them^lves to 
and fro. We could easily fill a volume in describing 
the objects before us, but must select a few for special 
notice. , * 

The dredge has been amongst the submarine forests. 
The bunclioB of weed which it has brought up are gay 
with tlie brilliant hues of the lovely feather-star ( CViwa- 
/«/(/.) It is present in immense numliers, literally 
covering the masses of algjo and the dredge itself*. 


We much question if there be in nature a more cx«^fxhibiting all degrees of development, and connectini 
quisitet object Ilian this creature. The colouring defies j iUy just-dismounted head of the encrinite by an un 

broken line with the full-grown featlier-star. 


description. There are man^^^arietics — deep-rose ; a 
ricli orange ; n light-straw colour, barred and variegated 
with rose ; and wliitc and rose. The depth and deli- 
cacy of colour arc only to be paralljjjed by the tints of 
flowers. 

'J’iie popular name of this star-fisli (^feather-star') is 
expressive. To form some idea of its aspect, imagine 
five plumose arms, forked very near the base, so us to 
appear like ton, set in radiate fashion around a •small 
JK iitangiilar cup-shaped disk, which contains tlic bodj^ 
of the animal. These arms arc most delicately pln- 
iuited, and arc composed of an immense number of 
.small idales or iiieces, lield togetlier by .an investing 
niemhrune. "I'liis structure secures the greatest pos- 
sihle flexibility — an important point in organs which 
are to subserve the purjioscs of prehension and locomo- 
tion. Tlie mouth of the comutula is placed almost in 
the centre of tlie cup wliicli contains the soft portions 
of the body ; a convenient position Avith reference to the 
arms Avldch arc to supply if with food. The upper or 
('onvex side of the cuj) is furnished Avith a munher of 
1 looked iilamciitp, liy means of•A^'hich the creature can 
l.'iy firm hold of the stems of the coraline or sea-Aveed; 
and thus moored in a favouraVde situation, lie in Avait 
for prey, llenutiful must these rose-coloured stars 
ai'jiear, Htudiling the dark foliage of the sea, or clus- 
tered into brilliant galaxies ! 

Ihit heuuty is nut the only distinction ol the eonia- 
tula. Its liistory. to use the Avovds of Professor E. 
Eorhcfi, ‘Is one of the little romances in Avhich natural 
history nliounds — one of those narrations Avliich, Avhilc 
lu'lieving, avc almost doubt, and yet, A\diile doubting, 
ninsl helii've.' Let ns follow it through the several 
stages of its existence. If avo examine carefully tlic.se 
bunches of AATcd amongst which the comatuhe are clus- 
tering, w(* aliall find evwy here and there grouj>s of a 
minute being, which rtiny perhaps strike us as hearing 
some ri'semhlanco to a Idlliinftian star-fish mounted on 
a flexible stalk or pedicle. Tliose Avho h.ave any ac- 
quaintance Avilh geology will at once recognise in it an 
encrinite in miniature — an undoubted rcpresentatiA c of 
the lily-star of priinieval time.s, whicli^oncc played so 
imjiortant a part in the economy of nature. Let us 
observe one of these features. It is about half an 
incii in lieiglit, mid is rooted by the base of its stalk to 
the weed. This stalk is composed of a pile of sm?iil 
joints held together by a meinbranouB covering. It is 
surmounted by a minute star-flfh, whicli, if seen v-it/umt 
its stewy you would unliositatingly pronounce to b«? the 
young of tlie comntula. It lias the olianicteristic struc- 
ture of the disk and body, the hooked filaments, and' 
the five arms, forked near the ^|ise ; not, indeed, regu- 
larly plumous, nor tinted with the brilliant dyes of the 
full-grown feather-star, but shewing here and Uiere a 
pinna and a patch of colour wliich jirophcsy of a^eauty 
not yet unfolded. The little creature is activity iiself- 


un- 
We 

have often ke{)t these creatures until the cxtraordimiry 
transformation was completed. In the evening avc 
have placed some of the pigmy encrinites in a saucer 
of sea-wajer, and in the morning avo Iiha'o found conia- 
tuhe in their stead — the deserted stalks remaining, as 
the monuments of a departed race. 

The encrinites and pentacrinites of geological epochs 
Avhich once croAvded the ocean witli shapes of beauty 
liave almo.st pas-sed aAA^ny. One or tAvo recent species 
only are known ; but their form is preserved to us in 
the young and fugitive state of a more highly-organized 
being. This is left, as it Avere, to link the organisms of 
to-day to those of the i>a.st. Tlio result of long geolo- 
gical eras has been tlie almo.st total extinction 'of the 
encrinite, and tlie predominance of higlicr forms. Tlie 
star-fisli has taken its pla(;e in creation. In the eplio- 
mer.al life, of the comatula, the development of Avholc 
cycles is represented in miniature ; the results of the 
jiust arc summed up. 

The young of the feather-star Jjqiifics the cncrinitic 
races. It enacts for us their life, and helps us to realise 
their living forms ; and when it forsakc.s its column, and 
enters on ^ts perfect state, it indicates their destiny. 

The dilllculty of preserving the comatula is great. 
When killed, it must be spread on paper in the water, 
like sea-Aveeds ; but the colour is evanescent, and mucli 
of the beauty of the aiiiinal is lost in drying. Thidr 
tenacity of life is marvtdlous. On one occasion avc 
remoA'cd the whole of the fleshy parts from the disk, 
expecting thus to destroy life at once ; hut to our con- 
fusion and dismay, the creature surAuved tliis tremen- 
dous operation, AA^ritlied its arms witli increased Augoiir, 
and on being restored to the Avater, swam off as nimbly 
as if its Avhole digestive system had not been taken 
from it! There was something confounding in the 
sight of “an animal so apparentW^ unconcerned, after 
having been plundered of AAdiat might seem to bo its 
essential organs. 

Amongst tlie multifarious objects whicli the. dredge 
has brought to light, is a singulir being AA-hicli claims n 
special notice. This is the sea-urdiin (Eeliinus\ a 
(Tcaturc belonging to the same family as the feather-star, 
though oiil}% distantly related to it. There is, indeed, 
little family resemblance between them. The urcliin is 
a roAigh, prickly fellow, and Jias none of the grace and 
the brilliiftit tinting of the star. But they are con- 
nected, nevertheless, by easily traceable natural affinities. 
Most lAcrsons must lie acquainted with so common an 
object as the shell of the sea-urcliiii or sea-egg ; but few 
lieriiaps know much of the exquisite mechanism and tlie 
wonderful vital processes associated with this humble 
dwelling. We transport our captive to the tub of salt- 
water, that we may watch his movements and study 
Ilia structure, and will ei^deavour to fupply our readers 
with a'iien-and^inl^ sketdlLOf him. The ecliinus oon- 


220 

sists of a rouiKlod calcareous box, in wli/cli is enclosed wellnigh impossible for this spiiic-cbid ball to perform 
the soft body of the animal. On the under side is a such a feat. But let us sec. Our prisoner in the tub 
circular owning — the mouth. From the mouth project has actually scaled the side of^he vessel^^ud is hanging 
five (the mystic 'number of this family) plates or tec^i, securely from the perpendicular surtace. How has this 
which are connected with a 6omplicated grinding- been accomplished? If we examine the shell, find 
machine within, in which the food is pr(‘pared for pasaing* from pole to pole rows or avenues of small 
its passage into the stomach, and subsequent digos- orifice^, which open into the interior cavity. These 
tion. The external surface of the shell is covered run in pairs, and there are pairs to each individual, 
with movable spines, commonly of most graceful TJifc*ough tliese orifices the creature can protrude a 
form and elaborate workmanship. Amongst the spines mimber^of extensile tubes, terminating in junverfiil 
may be seen, when the creature is living, numbers suckers. These it can push forth beyond its longest 
of delicate, flexible tubes, w'hicli can' Ikj protmded spifiec, and l>end in all directions, and by moans ()f 
and retracted at pleasure. So aiuchjiy w’ay of gcneriil them it,ancljor8 itself firndy to the roek, or climbs its 
description. Let us now. examine the various parts of most precipitous sides. They form the second loco- 


riity form the second loco- 


this curious organism more closely ; It nd first, the .v/W/. motive apparatus with winch this singular being is 
As the animal grows and 'Increases in size, how is the endowed. Tliey are also admirably adapted for tbe 
stony mansion to be enlarged to meet Ls wants? Th(‘ captim^ of food. There may be about 2000 of tlu se 
crab, when its shell has become too sinc-ll for it, aban- tubular arms, wdth their suctorial disks, on a single 
dons it incontinently, and grows another. The mollusc, urcUin ! 

when it has outgrown its dwelling-place, adds to it a One more provision must be noticed. Scattered ove r 
iKwv compartment by the deposition of fresh' matter the skin which covers*. 'he shell, w^e meet with grcjit 
round the margin. But the structure of the echinus numbers of a curious pinccr-sliaped organ. It con.^i.'^ls 
renders either of these metliods unavailing. How, of a small calcareous forrvps mounted on a stem, 
j then, shall its covering Ihj enlargwl as occasion requires, tbe animal js living, these ( /A/ctb , as tliey 

preserving at tlie same time its siiberieal proportions? are called, are in a state of great activity, continmilly 
If tlie slieil w^^re a single, solid piece, grow tif were iiu- opiming and shutting their blade.s w itli cousideraldi* 
possible. The Divine Architect has tlicrefore liuilt force, and l>ending tlu‘ir heads in all directions, 'flie-se 
up the ureliin’s liomc of a multitude of piece.s, all of strange iKKlies have long been a juizzle to tlu' iiatu- 
1 them pentagtms (still tlie my.^^tu! ./ov ), and all of them ralist, and sonu' have regarded them as mere i)ariisiles. 
fitted togetlier with marvellous accuracy. Investing 'J'hero <*an be liltU‘ doubt, however, that they ludong to 
the entire surface of tbe shell, and passing betw'cen the the undiins : and frem oliservations we have made on 
margins of tlu^ multitudinous pieces, is a living film or analogous organs, winch are found upon some of the 
membrane. This membrane has the pow er of secreting zoophytes, we hav^e no difliculty in a.ssigriiiig tliem a 
and depositing ealcaivous muttiT, in an eipta! raiio^ function. W'e regard them as an a<lmirable d f\ usir<‘ 
i along 4110 edges of every one of the ])entagonal plates, apparatus, designed to keep tlie delicate investing 
In this w'ay each plate is gradually and equally eularged, I membrane free from siib.stauces and ercature.s wljieh 
I and so the whole structure is gradually and equally cn- ' might otherwise irritate and injure it. 'I’lie.sc minute 
I larged — enbirged hy the simultaneous increase of all j prei»eft.sile organs, plentiftdly distrihiiit'd ovi^r tlu‘ .sirr- 


its compoiumt })ieee.s, and tlicrefore without any mate- 
rial alteration in its shape. The shell thus slowly 


swells out, and as it expands, the creature w ithin] intruders, or to tjeet .mch as may have elli'ctcd a lodg 


increases in like projKirtlon. 'I'lie urchin’s liomc, then, 


face, constantly on the alert, eon.stantly twisting about, 
and snajiping their little beaks, an* well fitted to arrest 


They constitute the police force* with whiili 


is a composite and expansiv^e sphere, whose tesselated nature has supplied the echimns. 

surface is made up of hundreds of exact jxnitagons, We have now noted the chief points in the history of 
fitted each to each, as no human skill could fit them, the a/ieU and its organs. Were we to pass within, and 
and enclosed in the inystie. film wdiich providers for tlieir study its internal arrangements, w(* sIkiiiM meet with 
symmetric growth. I low marvellous the mathematics equally striking evidences of the w isest ticsign and the 
employed in the eonstnietion of an abode for this ino.^t loving forethought. Such is the sea-urcliin -a 
Immhlc being! The inechanisin with wdiich it is pro- being most singularly endownd — a being in whose eon- 
videcl is no less curious and Ix'autiful. Let us e.xamine structiou the most cousuiiimale skill has been vmjdoyed 
its Jocornotive apparatus. Thickly distribnUxl over the — a Ix'ing iti wldch exquisite Ix'.'iuty has been siiper- 
shell w e find *small circular iirotuberanees, each sur- adiled to exquisite contrivance. For w hat I'an he more 
mounted by a little ball. There are .some tlioustinds of beautiful than the tesselated .shell, its ornamented 
these upon every urchin. 'To each one of the little bosses, its radiate avenues, and it.s platetl spines? Ih- 
knobs a sinne, often richly fluted and seuljdurcil, is solve this Tnarvellou.s structure into the thmujht from 
articulated. At the base of the spine is a liollow wdiich whieli it rose. Wliat shall we say of the Mind of which 
fils upon the hall, aiyl wc have thus a true ball-and- such thoughts are the daily imucnce? 
socket joint, by rttfan.s of wddeh, and the attached The feather-star and echinus are both members 
ligament and muscles, it can he moved freely in all of the great ehi.ss AV-Z/o/oc/fi/am/u, and others of the sanu; 
directions. By aid of its thousands of spinous legs, kindred have conic up in our dredge. But we will 
the urchin is enabled tj) roll itself along a plane sur- make our next sr*lection from a different trilK‘. Bofort; 
face; and should danger threaten, it can employ tliom doing so, howevxr, a word as to the immense luofusion 
as spades, and soon bury itself in the sand. It is of life in the ocean. I’lie dredger is eoutiiiually im- 
ciirious to remark the various uses that^are made of pressed by it. Not a deserted sIavII or a stone is brought 
the same provision in the economy of nature. Amongst up but is thronged wit! i living lieings. Kvery hunch 
the urchins we meet with the first introductgm of. tlic o^.w'ced gives shelter to multitudes of crentun's — some 
ball-and-socket joint. Bf" means of it the.s(i creutun^s tetni>orary lodgers, some i>ermanent residents. Life is 
roll themselves along the sand in obedience to th^*ir paraaitic upon life. TUe serpu/a builds its stony case 
inferior instincts. By means of the sarndr contrivance on the ahmlc of tlie slicll-flsh, and the delicate lacew'ork 
the arm of man is endowed with its wondrous capa- of the moss-coral 4 >verspreads the serpiila. Over the 
bilitioB of motion, and enabled to execute the mandates ^tein of the sea-weed creeps the fibre from w hicli Die 
of his will, and give expression to the conceptions of graceful plumes of the^oophyte spring. 'Tliese, again, 
his intellect. are thickly invested by the pretty cells of many snialK‘r 

But wre have not yet done with the marvels of this species ; and they, in turn, minute as they are, often 
organism. The urcliin has to climb rocks as well as liar ‘A profusion the curious forms of microswipic 
to traverse sands.* At firsylight) we tnight deem it aiiimafcules. Lotus take a stone from the heap that is 
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other persons ■Sesidcs ; all, afoortlinfr to Mme flo Gcnlis, 
particuhirTly celebrated jK^oplc ; niid th(; postscript to 
this effusion prepared me also beforehand for tlic reiiuest 
8h|; intended to make, pf beint? appointed governess to 
tlie children of my son the Hue cle Berry, ^v)io was at 
that time not even married. 

Just at this period it so happened that I was be- 
sieged by more than a dozen persons of every rank in 
regard to de Stael, formerly exiled by J^onaparte, 
and wdio had rushed to 1‘aris without taking breath, 
fully persuadec] every one there, and tliroughout all 
France, ^ was impatient^ to see lier again. de 

Staiil liad a doiil^le view in thus introducing Iicrself 
to me ; namely, tc^ direct my ][ii'oeeedings entiredy, and 
to obtain payment of the two million francs deposited 
in the treasury JL)y her fatlifr during his ministry. I 
confess 1 was not prepossessed in favour of Mme de 
Staiil, for she iflso, in 1780, had manifested so much 
to the unassisted eye; hnt, as Humboldt remarks, Hhtt^is^iatred towards the Bourbons, that I thought all she 


lying in our boat. It is a perfect museum in itself. 
It is richly coloured in parts by the nullipara — one of 
the lowest forms of veg«itablc life, which docs for the 
scenery of the ocean what the moss and lichen do for 
the scenery of the upx)cr world. Here is a circular 
cluster of cells, ‘ looking like ]} 0 autiful laccwork*carvcd 
ill ivory;’ here a little saucer of th6 purest whitmiess, 
containing within it a number of stony^ubes, the habi- 
tations of a w hole company of tiny polypes. A spoifgc 
overgrows one portion of the st(}nc,*itsclf the home of 
many a living tiling ; a sea-anemone has possessioij of 
another. The little encrinite is present, and neaV it a 
snndl star-fish, representatives of the ancitnt imd the 
modern ora. Tliere are w'orms too, in plenty, and 
more of life and beauty besidi; than wo have space to 
describe. It is pleasant to think of the amount of 
happy existence which a single stone may siqiport. 
Tlie forms to Avhieh w e have chiefly referred are visible 


application of tJie microscope intTcases in the most 
striking manner our iinjiressh^of the rich luxuriance 
of animal life in the ocean, and reveals to the astonished 
senses a (•oiisciouniiess of the universality of life.’ We 
may perhaps Jiave something to say of these m^iute 
beings heivafter. 


mai)a:\u-: T)J<: genus and madame de 

STAKE. 

j I'hiH curious piece luvs recently api)Ci.re<l in the; ‘Gazette de 
.tnee,' uu»l has coxeited inm h remark. It is given out to bo tlic 
juo'liM lion of I'Jiarles X. wJioii Monsieur, and wo^ eoininunicaUxl 
to M. Xeydions by the Miin(uis de lu lloclie Jaqucliiie.] 

Bi ronii tlie Kevolution, I was but Y(*ry sliglitly ac- 
<(u:iinled witli M'"*' de Geiilis, lier eoiuluct during that 
disastrous ]>erio(l having not a littU; eoiitrilmted to 
sink her in luv ('stimation ; and the i>ublieation «f her 
novel, ‘'Die K flights of the Swan’ ("the edition), 
eompleted my dislike to a |ii‘rs(m w'lio Iiad so eruelly 
aspersed tlie c-liaracter of the queefi, my sister- in -hnv. 

On iiiy return to France, I received a letter full of 
tin* most passionate expressions of loyalty from begin- 
ning to end; the inissi\e being signeil Comtesse de 
(ienlis : lull imagining this eonld be but a plaisitnfarie 
of some iminiate friend of my ow'ii, I paid no attention 
wliattn er to it. However, in tv<» or three days it w^as 
followed l)V a sc'coiul epistle, eomphiining of«iny silence, 
and ajifiealing to the great sacrifices the wTiter bad 
iiiadi’ in file interest of my cause, as giving lier a n'l/lu 
to my favourable attention. Talleyrand being present, 
I asked him if he eouUl ex])lain this enigma. 

vNotliing is easier,’ rejilied he; de Genlis is 

unique. ,Siie has lost her owm niemorv, and fancies 
others have exjierieiieed a similar licreavonient.’ 

‘ She siieaks,’ pursued ‘ of her virtues, her misfor- 
tuib s, and Napoleon’,s 4 )crsecutioips.’ 

‘ Hem ! In i 7St) her luisbaitl w as quite ruined, so tlie 
events of that jieriod took nothing frtiin Inin ; and as to 
the lyramiy of Bona])arte, it consisted, in the first place, 
of giving her a niagnilieeiit suite of apartments in the 
Arsenal ; and in the second iilaco, graming her a pen- 
sion of six thousand francs a ytair, ujion the sole (’.on- 
dition of lier keeping ?tiiu every month au courant of 
the literature of the day.’ 

‘What shocking ferocity !’ replied I, laughing; *■§. 
l ase of infamous despotism indeed. And this martyr 
to our cause asks to see me ! ’ • 

‘Yes; and pray let your royal highness grantFlicr 
an audience, w ere it only for once : ^ assure you she is 
most amusing.’ 

I followed the advice of M. Talleyrand, and ac- 
corded to the lady the permission she so pathetically 
demanded. Tlie evening before she was to present her- 
thlrd missive, rocoiumeilliiig a 
x of the epotpie^ and i^veral 


A Jit,. 

self, liowever, ^anie a thir 
certain Casiinir, the plnhiix 


T 


C<tt.ild possibly look to from us, was tlu* liberty of liviin 
ill Paris unmolested : but I little knew- her. Sbe, on 
her side, iinaiJiiied that we ouglit to be grateful to her 
for having quarrelled ivith Bonaparte — her own pride 
being, in fact, the sole (‘ausc of the rupture. 

M. de IJontanes and M. de Chateaubriand w^re tlie 
first who mentioned her to me ; and to the importance 
with wdiieli they’ treated Hie matter, I answeretl, laugh- 
ing, ‘ So hi Baromie de Staiil is then a suproine 
I>ow’er ?’ 

‘Indeed she is, and it might have very unfavour- 
able etfects did } our royal higlmess overlook her : for 
wliat she asserts, everyone believes, and tlicu — she 
has sulfered so much ! ’ 

‘ Very’^ likely ; but w hat did she make my poor sister- 
in-law tlie <jueen .sufier ? Do y’ou tliink 1 can forget 
tlie abominable tilings slic said, the falsehoods she told ? 
and w as it not in eonsequenee of them, and the public’s 
belief of them, that she ow’ed the possibility of the 
ambassadress of Sweden's being able to dare insult 
Jhat unfortunate princess in her very palace?’ 

M«w‘ de Stael's envoys, who n^anifested some con- 
fusion at the fidelity of my memory, implored me to 
forget the past, think only of the future, aiul remem- 
ber that 1^(5 genius of Mn‘t‘ do Stael, whose* reputation 
wnis Fhiropean, might be of the -utmost advantage, or 
tJie reverse. Tiix'd of disuniting I yielded ; consented 
to receive iUlsi /annna ce/chri\ as tliey all eallcd her, and 
fixed for her reception the same day 1 had notified to 
Man; do Geiilis. 

My’ brother lias said, ‘ Punctuality’ is the politeness 
of kings’ — words as true and just as tliey arc happily’ 
expressed ; and the princes of niy family have never 
bc'cn found wanting in good manners; so 1 w'as in my’ 
study waiting wdicn M“ici do Genlis was aiinoiinced. 
I w as astonislied at the sight of a long, dry woman, 
with a sw’arthy eomidexion, dressed in a printed cotton 
gow’n, anything hut clean, and jv^hawd covered with 
dust, lier habit-shirt, her hair even, bearing marks of 
great negligence. I bad read her works, and reincm- 
boring all she said about neatness, and cleanliness, and 
.proper attention to one’s dress* 1 thought she added 
another to the many’ w ho fail to add example to their 
precepts. While making these reflections, Ainu- de 
Genlis w'us firing off a vol U*y of curtsies ; aritl upon 
linisluiig w hat she deemed the requisite nuinber, she 
pullet ou4 of a great huge, bag four manuscripts of 
enormous flimeiisions. 

bring,’ mmmeiiced the lady’, ‘to your royal liigh- 
iiess what will amply repay any kindness you may shew 
to me — No. 1 is a plan of eonduet, and the project of a 
constitution; No. 2 contains a collection of spceclies in 
answer to those likely to be addrqpsetl to Monsieur; 
No. 3, addresses and letters proper to scud to foreign 
powrers, tlio provinces, &c. ; and in No. 4 Monsieur will 
find a plan of ediieiition, Bie only one proper to be pur- 
sued by roy'alty^, in rendinh w’hieli, your royal liiglmsss 
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will feel as tfonvinced of the extent of ni5^ .ociq^uircments I asked her if there was any tiling she wisW to de- 
as of the nnrity of my loyalty.’ mand. 

Many m my , place might have been angry ; but, on ‘ Ah, dear ! — oh yes, prinsri ! * replied the lady in an 
the contrary, I thanked her wijth an air of polite n- indifferent tone. ‘ A mere trifle — less than nothhig — 
cerity for the treasures she was so obliging as to confide two millions, without counting the interest at per 
to me, and then condoled with her upon the misfortunes cent.;‘*Diit these are matters I leave entirely to my men 
she had endured under the tyranny of Bonaparte. of business, beingf for my own pact much more ab- 


she had endured under the tyranny of Bonaparte. of business, beingf for my own pact much more ab- 

* Alas I Monsieur, this abominable despot dared to sorbed in politr 'a and the science of government.’ 

make a mere plaything of me/ and yet I strove, by *^‘Aln8! madaiue, the king has arrived in France with 
wise advice, to guide him right, and teach him to his mind made liJS upon most subjects, the fruit of 

regulate his conduct properly: but he would not be t^v;onty-five years’ meditation; and I fear he is not 


led. I oven offered to mediae between hin^ andithe likefy to profit by your good intentions 
jKipe, but he did not so mucli answer me upon ‘ Th\jn sf. much the worse for him and for France ! 
this subject ; althougliwCheing a mg^st profound theo- All the world knows what it cost Bonaparte his refus- 


logian) I could have smoothed almost all difficulties ing to follow my advice, and pay me niy two millions. 


when the Concordat was iR question.* ^ 


I have Btmlied the devolution profoundly, followed it 


This last piece of pretension was almost too much through all its phases, and I Hatter myself I am the 
for my gravity. However, I applaudcfi the zeal of this onl3" pilot who can hold with one hand the rudder of 
new mother of the church, and was going to put an the state, if at least I have Benjamin for stecTsipan.’ 


end to the interview, when it came into my head to ask 
her if she was well acquainted with M^c dc Stael. 

‘ Cod forbid ! ’ cried she, making a sigh of the cross : 


‘Benjamin! Benjamin — wlm?’ asked I in surprise. 
‘It would give me me ‘deepest distress,’ rej^lieti she, 
to think that the name of 5l. Ic Baron de Kel)e(‘(]ue 


‘ I liave no acquaintance with st/r/i pnoph; and I but Benjamin de Cimstant has never reached the ears of 
do my duty in wai'ning those who luivo not perused j’oiiv royal highness. One of his ancestors saved thc‘ 
the works of that lady, to bear in mind thjt they are life of Henri Quatro. Devoted to tlie d(‘S(!(‘iulaiit.s of 
written in the worst possible taste, and arc also ex- this good king, he is ready to serve tlieni ; and among 
trcmely immoral. Let your*'rov’al liighness turn j’our several constitutions lie ha.s in Iris portfolio, y(/n will 
thoughts from such b(H>ks ; j’oii will find in mine all probably find one with annotations and refi(M tions hy 
that is necessary to know. I suppose Monsieur has niy.st1if, whicli will suit you. Adoi)t it, and choose 


not 3’et seen Little Necl-er?* 

‘Mme la Baroime de Staid Holstein 1ms asked for 


Benjamin Constant to (rarry the idea out.’ 

It seemed like d thing n^solved—an event decid(‘d 


an audience, and I even suspect she may be already uptai — this proposal of inventing a contUitulion for us. 


arrived at the Tuil(?ries.’ 


I kept as long as I could u]>oii the deh iisive ; Init 


‘Let 3'our roj'al highness beware of tins woman ! Alqw de Stael, carried avay by her zeal and her enthii- 
See in her the implncable enemy of the Bourbons, and siasin, instead of speaking of what personally c(jii- 


in me their most devoted slave I ’ 


cerned herself, knocked me about with arguments. 


This new proof of the want of memory in do and crushed me innler threat.s and menaces ; so, tired 
Genlis amused me as much as the other ubsunlities to ddhth of entertaining, instc'ad of a elevcvr, humble 
she hiul favoured me with; and I was in the act of woman, a roaring politician in i>ef tieoat.'^, I finished 
making her the ordinary salutations of adieu, when 1 the audience, leaving her as little satisfic'd as myself 
observed her blush jjurplc, and her proud rival entered, with the interview. M»iic de (Jenlis was ten times 
The two ladies exchanged a haughty bow, and tlio less disagreeable, and tAtenty times more amusing, 
comedy, which had just finished with the departure 'I'lmi same evening 1 had M. le Prince ile 'ialh*}'- 
of de Genlis, recommcncwl under a diflerent rand with me, and I was confounded by liearing him 

form when Mtne de Stael a]>peare(l on the stage. Idie sny, ‘ So 3'onr royal Inghness has made Mua; de Slaiil 
baroness was dressed, not certainly dirtily', like the Cf)mj)letel3" qnaiTel with me now ? ’ 


countess, but quite as absurdl3^ She wore a red satin 
gown, embroidered witli flowers of gold and silk; a 


‘ Me ! I never so iinieh as pronoinu'ed your nanu'.' 

‘ Notwitfi-standing that, she is convineed tliat I am 


jmjfusJon of diamonds; rings enough to stock a pawn- I the person who i^revents your royal highpess fi-om 
brokers shop ; and, I must add, tliat T never before employing lier ^n your political relations, and that i 


saw so low a/:ut corsage displav' less inviting charms, am jealous of Benjamin Constant. 

Upon her head was a huge turban, constrm’ted on the revenge.’ 
pattern of that woni hj^ the Cuinean .sybil, which put ‘Ha, ha! — and what can she do?* 

a finishing stroke to a costume so little in harmony ‘Averj’^ great deal of mischief. Monseigneur. 


8I1C is resolved on M 


with her style of fac?. I scarcely' understand how a has numerous partisans; and if she declares herself 
woman of genius run have such a false, vulgar taste. Bonapartiste, we must look to ourselves,’ 


Mme de Stael hogjiri by apologising for occupying a | 
few moments .which she doubted not I should have | 


‘ '^I’hat would he curiou^.' 

‘ Oli, I shall take upon myself to prevent her going 


preferred giving to Mme dc Genlis. ‘ She is one of so far ; but she will be Boyalist no longer, ujid we 
the illustrations of the day,’ observed she with a sneer- shall sufler from that.’ 

ing smile— r‘ a colossus of religious faith, and repre- At this time I had not the remotest idea what a 

sents in her person, she fancies, all the literature of tlie mere man, stilfiess a mere woman, (h>ii 1(1 do in France ; 
age ! Ah, ah. Monsieur, in the hand.s of such people but now I understand it perfcc|;ly, anil if Mme de ytael 
the world would soon retrograde? ; while 4t should, on was living — Heaven i)Rrdon me I — I would strike up a 

the contrary, l3e impellcnl forward, and your royal high- flirtation with her. 

ness he the first to put tyourself at tlie hAid of this .1 

UOMEWATa) CARGOES TO SOUTHAMPTON. 

• ‘ Come,’ thought I, * here is another going to plague SoiiTHAMrtoN has latterly hecomo the port of landing 


me with 
reforms, ^ 


l^s of conduct, and constitutions, and [for homeward cifigocs of spcjcic and other valuable 
ich I am to i)er0uade the king ray brother f articles, brought by large steamers from remote parts 


to adopt. It seemij to be an insanity in France this of the world; the situttion of the town at the head of 
composing of new constitutions.’ While I was making a broad navigable water, easily accessible to vessels 
these rdlections, madame had time to give utterance cominr up Chaimel, and its connexion by railway with 
to a thofusand fine phrases^very t>nf more sublime Londm, eminently adapting it for this tqiecies of traflElc. 
th as l^j receding. HowdS^, to ]^t an end to them, Threl times every month there come up Southampton 
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Water the^nost costly and coveted foreign products— 
gold from California; silver from Mexico and Chili; 
platina from Peru ; pearls from the B.ay of Panama 
and the l^ersian Gulf ; diamonds from Golconda ; dye- 
stuffs from Central America ; shawls from Cashmere ; 
turtle from the Bahamas ; succadcs from the Car!bbees ; 
ivory from Egypt and Arabia, &c. The speciaUies of 
this remarkable commerce arc detailj^ as follows in 
tlie 1 lainpahira Advertiser : — ® 

‘ It is through Southampton that #ie pre(nou% metals 
are flowing into Europe in such quantities as to alf^-in 
statesmen and the whole mercantile w^orld — crediting 
by their abundance commercial and politic#! preblcms, 
which the wisest ennnot solve, and tlircatening an 
influence on nations, more important tlian that pro- 
duced by change of dynasties or governments. Gold 
and silver, to the amount of L.5, 000,000 sterling, arc 
annually iniported into Soiithamiiton. The gold prin- 
cipally comes from (^jilifornia; hikI although called gold-ii 
dust, it ros(‘mbles in everything but the colour, which 
is a dull yellow, the small wMid^-worri gravel tiiat may 
be pick('d up on the inclined beach near the Sonfh- 
ainidon jdatform. It used to be imported in skins, 
but it is now genorjdly brought in wooden boxci; the 
si/o of wliicii varies from a few inches to a coiii)lc t)f 
feet ill length, hreadtii, and depth. 

‘A great portion of the silver is imported in wdiat is 
called bars. Tliey are of a ]»lano -convex form, oacli 
!il)ont two feet long, six inches broad and Ibic.if, and 
weigliing about ihiee-quarters of a JiuudrcdwT'ight. A 
.sb(>rt tijiie since, tb(‘ ollieors emplftycd to sepcrinteml 
the landing of the specit;, brought by a West India 
steamer, wt're surprised to find amongst it a nnmlH‘r of 
battered and ayiparently old and worn-out tin sauce- 
pans, such as are to be found on dust-heaps. TlH‘!ie 
sauce]ians turned out to be made o(‘ idatina, a metal 
wdiicli is obtaiiKHl from the Peruvian mines, and was 
unknown to (he ancient wmrld. It is harder thait iron, 
resists llie action of air, acids, and alkalies, and in 
beauty, scan-ity, ductility,* and indestructibility, is 
equal to gold an(l silver. * 

■ Tlie s|K‘cic brought to Southampton by the mail- 
sleamiu*s is always landed before any other portion of 
tlui cargo. ^Vhile it is being landed, the dock -quay, 
lietween the steamer and tlie specie - store, is enclosed, 
ami no stranger is allowed within the enclosure. Trusl- 
wortliy persons are alone employed in conveying the 
gold and silver from the .shij) to the shoto, and the 
eouvcyance is sujieri mended by policemen and the 
nfiiccrs of*the steamer. The Iwxes of ijold and the bars 
of silver are arranged orderly along the pavement of 
the store, whieh is sometimes literally covered with 
lirecious stones and metals. Tlie value of the eonteiits 
of c.ich hox of gold-dust varies from 1000 to 30,000 
<lollars. d’he Mexican dividends — a matter of so mueh 
anxiety and interest oiK 'Change — arc among.st the 
boxes of siiecie, and ar# known by the letters A/D, joined | 
liki‘ a dijilithong, being on ifto lids of the boxes that j 
(xuitaiu them. i 

‘ M'lien all the specie has been lamb'd, the doors of j 
the store are lucked, wliile the officers of customs and 
[ of the mail-steanier, together with tltd clerks of the 
West India Company, are cheeking off the ship's ma- 
nifest; and when tliis is done, the gold and silver are 
placed in railway carriages, drawm uj) close to the 
store, ami are transmitted, carefully guarded, to tla? 
Bank of England. 

‘ Tlie cochineal is brought freffn Central America, and 
is contained in untanned hides. Each hide, witlf its 
contents, is called a scron, and weipfhs about l.V cwt. 
When it is pierced with a steel instrument by tlie’ 
custom -bouse officer, to ascertain if it contains con- 
traband goods or not, the cochineal is found in small 
purple-coloured shrivelled pieces, each of abmjt half 
the size of a pen. It bears no resemblance to an unimul 
substance, yet it is the body of an insect, wi<Ji the 


head and Tegs drubbed oflfl The cochineal ‘insect, wJien ' 
alive, muSt bo about tho size of the small pd insect 
called a lady-bird, found in English gardens and mea-' 
do^vs. "Wlicn a piece ^f cochineal is rubbed on a damp 
white surface, a dirty-red colouring is produced. By 
some artificial preparation it forms the basis of car- 
mine, and of the brilliant crimson and scarlet dye-stuff 
used in our textile manufiicturcs. Some idea of the 
myriads of cochineal insects which must exist in Cen- 
tral America may be formed by considering their 
mimitonc'ss, together with tho weight of each scron of 
yicbiiieal, and tJic thousands of .serons that are imported 
into So u Ih am ptonyilone. 

‘ Succjules are jhosc delicicHS jellies and preserves 
known as Guava jelly, preserved ginger, limes, and 
tamarinds, maniifacturcd i^ the West India Islands. 
Some of those delicious confections vrould not linve 
l>ecn unworthy to rank Avith tlve fabled ambrosia of the 
f^gan dcitic.s. The lioney u.sed in them must surpass 
io -t iehness and flavour that which used to be extracted 
from the far-famed honeycombs of Hymettus ; for it is 
distilled from'swocts tliat cannot be found in the fields 
or gardens of Europe. 

‘ Live tiirtje are brought in the West India steamers, 
lirincipnlly from the Bahamas, to be converted into 
soup for epicures. Tlicy arc immense creatures, and 
an? kept alive during tin? voyage 'liy tlio s.'iilors sivah- 
bing their eyes and moutlis every time they cloaii the 
dock, (hxaisionally a boat is filled with water on deck, 
into wliich the turtles are allowed to refresh themselves, 
and amu.se the pa.ssenger8 with their unwieldy gambols. 
One of tin; most singular sights to be seen on lioard a 
West India steamer, when she arrives in the Sonth- 
amiiton doidc, is forty or fifty gigantic live turtle.s 
lying in a roAv on their hacks on the lower deck. 
Their heads are rather elevated, and their fins apiiear 
like short and useless wings by their sides. Their 
helpless state and ridiculous position appear at first 
sight irn'sistibly ludicrous ; but the mu.scvilar motions 
Df their tliro.ats, Avhich arc perpetually craving for 
moisture, and their piteous look^ as if imploring to 
be saved from the tureen, Avoidd even excite alder- 
manic sympathy. 

‘The silk brought to Southampton by the Alexan- 
drian stc.'inior is the raAv material from China. It is 
brought in small bales, for the convenience of trarisjKjrt 
acro.ss the Egyptian desert, and each Aveiglis about one 
cAvt. Tlie eoA’oring for the silk is a species of matting 
made of cane. Upward-s of six hundred bales of silk 
haA^e been brought in one cargo, tlie value of Avhich has 
been nearly L. 100,000. • 

‘ The shawls brought by the steamers are from Cash- 
mere, a place celebrated in Indian romance, and from 
other parts of India. 'These fabrics an? the finest and 
most costly in the Avorld. Hundreds are brouglit in 
one cargo, many of AA'hich, embroidered Avith gold and 
silver, arc*Avorth between 1^.200 arelXj.SOO each. They 
arc imported in boxes made of the Avood of the camphor 
j tix'c, lined Avith tin, and the interior of Avhieli is pro- 
fiiselj" strewed wdth pepiier and other spices, to Scare 
aAAxiy insects during the voyage.* The crape shaAvls are 
from China, and are richly ornamented Avith needlework 
of such a kind as could only be executed in a country 
Avberc laboui* is cheap, and by a people inexhaustibly 
ptitient and ingenious. These shawls are brought in 
smallpupA: boxes, enclosed i«i cases made of a sttronger 
material. ^lany of the cases containing the fabrics from 
tli^East arc 4?ovored with cloth coated with bee*8-wax. 

‘The miry is imported here in extraordinary long 
barrels, which contain oftentimes some thousands of 
tusks, sluxl by wild elephants Avithin the dominions of 
the pacha of Egypt, and in various parts of the East. 
Some of the lA^ory is dug up from deserts and wilder- 
nesses, where it has lain sometimes buried for ages. 

‘ Amongst sundrios^rought by tho Alexandrian 
packets, are precioi|s stonSsk jewellery, gold-woiJCjj|nd 
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an infinite ^''arioty of ivory, tortoisc-siictl, ifini sandal- 
wood ornaments. The i)rccious .stones consist of dia- 
monds, i%atos, torquoises, pearls, rubies, sapphires, 
carbuncles, &c. *and are from parts of India, Persia, qnd 
Asia Minor. Those from the latter part are collected 
by Jews and other merchants, and arc tlic value of 
I European goods sent into sucli distant regions jHirhaps 
, as Astrachan and Tartarv. 

j ‘ Tlic jewellery and gold-work are chiefly from Triclii- 
1 nopoly, the great seat in the East of the manufacture 
; of the precious metals and stones. There must be 
: something in the capacity of tjie Hindoo for maiqpu- 
I lation, which the EurojKnan does npt pos.sc.ss; for the 
j golden chains and braCjClcts made in Trichinopoly far 
, surpass tho.se manufactured in the western world. In 
' fact any damage to thosef of the fljnner place cannot 
; even he repaired in Europe. *' 

i ‘The whole of these most costly triasures are oxa- 
1 mined for cnstoni-house purposes, in strongly-guarded 
; warehouses in the docks, wliere none but consignees, 
i cu.stoni-hons(‘ and dock ofticor.s, are allowed to bo 
; jireseiit; and such is the immense (pianthy that jaisses 
I tlirongh t]>eir liands, that they are examined with as 
! mueli indiflerenee as a cargo of French eggs or Irish 
I potatoes. At night polieeinen patrol round the ware- 
houses, whil(' other policemen are stationed at the dock 
gates to prevent egress or ingress after a certain hour. 

‘ When the Ea.st and West India steamers arrive 
togetlier, which is often the ease in the middle of the 
month, there jnay then he seen treasure in the docks 
worth a million sterling, whieli could almost be stowed 
away in a moderate-sized dwelling-house. AVe have 
been allowed the unu.siial privilege of seeing almost at 
a glaneo tlie cVioieest productions of tlu‘ orient and 
Occident. W(! have looked upon fi large store lilorally 
cov(*red with lieaps of gold, )>latina, and ixairls ; and 
after walking a few .steps, have beheld huge henehes 
blazing with geni.«i and precious stones, and covcTcd 
will I tlic most beautiful falirics in tin* Avorld, and with 
the iueoniiiarahle workmanship of tlie cunning artifleer.s, 
of Asia. 

‘ {Southampton li^s the reiiiarkahlc' distinction of 
being tlie only port in ancient or iinKlern times that 
receives the marvellous produeti( is (*r the two Indies. 
Ko jilacc ill the Ilrltish dominions has ever hv en able 
to vie with it in this respect. Twelve steamers from 
the region.s of tJie rising sun, and twenty-four from 
those of the setting luminary, arrive every year at this 
port laden with enormous wealth. In the far west — 
from the golden streams of the Apiialacliian nioiintains, 
from the bowels of the Cordilleras, across the Isthmus 
of Darien and the Cavihlnjan .sea. In the far east — 
from the Yellow Sea and the sacred Gangt^s, along the 
coast of “farthest Iiid,” tlie land of “ harlniric pearl and 
gold,” through the lied Si3a, and down tlie ancient Nile, 
the riches of America, Asia, and Africa, are continually 
flowing to load tlio.se immen.se and magnificent argosies 
tliat almost every Veek float up Southanijitoii Water.’ 

rKKXini.li IVORY. 

M. Charriere, a inaitofacturer of surgical instruments 
ill Paris, has for some time been in the habit of rendering 
flexible the ivory which he uses in making tubes, probes, 
and other instruments. He avails himself a fact which 
has long been known: that when bones arc subjected to 
the action of hydrochloric* aciil, the phosphate oMinie, 
which forms one pf their coinponent parts, i^ extracted, 
and thus bones retain their original forii^ and acquire 
great flexibility. M. Charriere, after giving to the pieces 
of ivoiy the' rcc^uired form and jKilish, steeps them in acid 
alone, or in acid partially diluted with water, and they ' 
thus become supple, flexible, elastic, and of a slightly- 
yellowish colour. In the course of drying the ivory be- 
comes hard and inflexible again; but its flexibility can 
be at once restored by wetting it either by surrounding it 
w\fli a piece of wet linen, (i^/'^by placii^ sponge in the 


cavities of the pieces. Some pieces of ivory* have been 
kept in a flexible state in the acidulated water for a 
week, when they were neither changed, nor injured, nor 
j too much softened, nor had they acquired any taste or 
I disagreeable smell. — Jameson^s Journal^ No. 07. 
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• 111 THE ui;v. .TAME.S GILBOIINE LYONS, LL.P. 

The has its s^rin^s in Mew Iliimpsliire, noiir the (('lo, 

bratoil ‘NoLi’li’ of tho White, or Agincochook Moirntnina, mid 
rea Jijjs the Atlantie after n winding eoiirhc throu^di tlie utat'. of 
Maine. It iNJceives the waters of many lakes and streams, iia.M.se.s 
over nnfiierou' falls, and is thtoughoul romarkuble for its eleaniess 
and bi^Huty. 

Froh Agiocochook’s granite steeps 
Fair l^co rolls in chainless pride, 

Ihjoicing as it laughs and leaps 

bown the gray mountain’s rugged side ; 

The stern rent crags and tall dark pines 
Watch that young pilgrim flashing by, 

While close above*fw7a;:4i frowns or .shiinis 
The black torn cloud, or deeji blue sKy. 

Soon gathering strength, it swiftly takes 
Through Ihirtlett’s vales its tuneful way, 

Or liides in Conway’s friigrant brakes, 

Retreating from the glare of day ; 

Now, full of vigorous life, it springs 

Ki'om the strong mountaiirs circling ariiH, 

'And roams, in wide and hicitl i'ing.s, 

Among green Fryburg’s woods and farms. 

Here, with low voice, it comes and calls 
For tribute from some hermit lake, 

And here it wildly foams and falls, 
llidding the forest echoes wake : 

Now sweeping on, it runs its race 
Hy mound ami mill in |)layfnl glee ; 

Now welcomes, with its pure cmbiace, 

* 'I'hc vestal waves of ( )ssi])ee. 

At last, with loud and solemn roar, 

Spuming each rocky ledge and bar, 

It sinks where, on t,he sounding sliore, 

The broad Atlantic heaves afar ; 

There on old Ocean’s faithful breast, 

Its wealth of waves it jirouilly llingf!, 

And there its weary waters rest, 

Clear as they left their crystal siuings. 

Sweet'stream ! it were a fate divine, 

Till this world’s toils and tasks were (b>nc, 

To go, like those bright floods of lliinc. 

Refreshing all, enslaved by nt»ne ; 

To pass through SfMuies of cjilm and slrife, 

Singing, like thee, with holy mirth, 

And close in peace a varied life, 

Unsullied by one stain of Earth. 


(illEAT ATMOSIMIE11..0 WAVE. 

The -spring of 1«4,9 was remarkable for a continuous 
movement westward of tho atmosphere for tlic space of 
seventeen days; namely, from the Ist to the Ifith of Feb- 
ruary. The mean reading of the barometer during that 
period was fullj^ialf an inch above its average value; and 
when the crest of the wave was over (Ireeiiwieh, the read- 
ing of the baromeier at the le\%l of the sea was as high 
as 30'.^0 III. The base of the wave must have been in 
^tent just about equal to the distance from England to 
America; for it appears from tho 'American Traveller,’ 
published at Ikiston on /»th April 18o0, that on the same 
day«that it completed its passage at Greenwich, it wiis 
felt for tho first at Boston as it was with us. 1 1 
I must have travelled, therefore, at the rate of about 1 7 0 
miles a day. 

A ^ .<V.„ 

l^iblishod by W.-* R. Chambkbs, High 8trct?t, Edinburgh. Also 
sold W D. N. Ch AMBRHH, SO Argylo Stroet, Olnsgow ; \V. 8. (m u , 
Amen Corner, London; and J. M‘Gf.ASHAN,«0(i TTji|x!r Sackville 
Btr(;|it, Dublin.— Printod by "W. & R. Chambkrs, Edinburgh. . 
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MUSICAL VAGRANTS. 

Ai.i. tUe Avorld c.annot Lti snjjrciiicly respectable. 
Civilised lite, far from being^^fci^liinese puzzle, wdiere 
all thc! fractions arc ecjiial in size, sliape, and import- 
ance, is rather a dramatic Noah’s Ark, abounding Avith 
every variety of aiiim.al f(.)rni. ’ 

hN'crybody cannot play the ])art of the elephant, with 
Jiis snakc-like trunh, or of the lion, Avitli his regal inane. 
All cannot rise to the perpendicular elevation of the 
girafle, nor extend to the horizontal tliinensiuns of» the 
cnH'odile. Some must come on as monkeys, and nia- 
Ciiws, and moeldng-hirds, ami kangaroos, Avith tails more 
usefal than ornainental, and peacocks vice versa, and 
ostriches, that cannot lly though birds, and ornitho- j 
rhynei, whieVi Avear lieaks though (piadrupcds. 

After all, it is a great (piestioii whether Ihe laborious 
earned enjoys life lialf so much as tlie dancing-dog. No 
doubt there must be exquisite enio>nnent in those 
long-deferred drauglits, after crossing the hot desert, 
whose thirsty sands api)ear tb attract and absorb the 
radical juices of the btslies that traverse them. Rut 
how rare are those immients of*dcdicious contrast — of 
refreshing ijuliilgenee I On the other hand, how many 
causes eomluee to render enviable thc condition of thc 
dog! In thc lirst jdacc, he is an artist, lie is gaily 
attired in a spangled jacket ; he is applauded by an 
admiring i)opulace ; his vanity 's constantly ogratifierl, 
for Avho can doubt that dogs are keenly sensitive to 
the approving looks and expressions of mankind? It 
is true lie stands upon his hind-legs, contrary to the 
laws of nature. Rut then how great and joyous the 
relief of a return to all-fours ! Dties not all sensation 
exist by contrast ? True, the earners contrast is more 
powerful ; hut then Iioav more frequent the dog's! 

iiow muc.h less painfu^ Ins iiroliniinarj' sufTeriugs ! 
'IVue, his master thrashes hinP if he perform ill liis 
tricks ; hut is he not, on the other hand, patted and 
rewarded when his efforts prove successful ? In short, 
iho camel’s existence may be compared to a painting 
by Rembrandt, with a few brilliant pcflnts of light 
emerging from imiieiietral^e shade ; the dog's career to 
n landscape by 'Turner, wliere infinite gradations of 
light, shade, and colour, arc mingled in harmonious 
eonfuaioii. 

The camel is the indispensable lubourer, the dancing- 
dog is the ifunsi supcrnumeriiry vagabond. Ami oife 
remark we shall have the indiscrctiofl to make. It 
is, that liowcver unquestionable the intrinsic merits 
of rcsixjctability, your vagaboTids aJl'o much more inte- 
resting subjects for the iwn or the pencil ; just as a 
lively coniet is a far more exciting object to thc adro- 
uoruer than a rejfUlar business-like old planet, uhicli 


rises and sets the most unexceptionable manner, 
roving life, too, generates a roving fancy. There- 
fmte Avc sketch vagahoiid.s. We know them so well! 
How often in the old days, when, knapsack on back, 
Ave strolled through the wild forests of Germany witli 
other students still more thoughtless than ourselves, 
have Avc paused on thc road to liold curious converse 
Avith some* strange i)edestrian, wdiose long^-endiiring 
garments the very Waiidcyng Jew migJit haA'c envied! 

How often Rut, in short, contrast is thc spice of 

existence, the essence of liumour, the AXTy principle of 
all excitement of the feelings or the fancy ; and if 
Hobbes’s oft-quoted theory of laughter (dr, as a German 
professor would say, 

prople-ism) be a triK^ one, we, who hug ourselves espe- 
cially ill our well-lined mantles of respectability, shall 
rarely fail to regard the indestructible race of vagabonds 
Avilh a. certain pleasurable curiosity. 

Aliove all, the mnskul vagabond ! Whether fiddler 
or lliilist, singer Avith or without guitar, one of a hand 
or a lone child of mystery, there is about him, her, or 
them, a.s the case may be*, a marA^eJlous fasiunation to 
our fancy. 

The Avandering painter, hoAA'cver rude his art, must 
c‘ver, to a certain degree, eoimnand our respect, from the 
intellect and judgment required to produce even the 
sem])Iance of a portrait. The supple acrobat astonishes 
and (confounds us by feats of strength and agility, Avhicli, 
if not performed before our eyes, Avould appear to us 
incredible. Well do Ave knoAv in our own eonseienees 
that the least of those somersaults AAxiild hafilc our 
utmost eftbrt.s of athletic; vigour. As for thc vagrant 
juggler, does he not delude us under our very eyes ? Is 
it possihh; to heli> feeling a dim aAve respecting an inVliA'i- 
dual who can cheat us so easily ? No ; wherever there is 
ineonlestalile superiority of any kind, a, (;ertain respect 
is iiieA'itahle. Rut it is far otherwise Avith the musical 
vagabond. We feel no respect for him — not an atom ; 
and that is what gives him ix?rhaps a peculiar advantage. 
He is so eminently disreputable!*^ We neither aserilie 
to him the intelligence of the painter, nor the strength of 
the acrobat, nor the possible pugnacity of either. Every- 
body can sing, or at least everybody think.s so. Every- 
Ijjhody c^uld Jearn to play upo;i some instrument — at 
‘ least so evei^hody believes : only everybody Avill not 
cond<«Bceiid to tji,ke tlio trouble. Many of us really arc 
something of musicians, AAuth better voices and ten 
times the science of thc average vagrants avIio appeal 
td our charity. Consequently, aa o liave a sincere want 
of res])ect for the tribe. We look down upon them with 
a good-humoured pity, and throw them our halfpence 
with twice the reJwlincss with Avhich AH’'e submit our 
profiles to the artAt’s lAcncif^lr scissorsi or our hats to 
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the juggler*^ iudonaitable passion for malting saucepans 
of them for his plum-puddings. 

We have oft^n asked ourselves how anybody came to 
adopt the profession of wancjering musician. 4^^ 
here, by the way, we take occasion peremptorily to 
exclude Italian organ-grinders from the fraternity of 
musicians proper. They are mere machinists. Hurdy- 
gurdy-players we also rigorously decline to treat of. 
Othcrwisey our category embraces the widest possible 
acceptation— from the roailhg Cockney ballad-singer to 
the graceful Spanish mhistrel, whose '‘serenades bring 
tears of silver from the hearts of enchanted^ damselh. 
Are they not amazed^^at seeing so genteel a person 
pursuing so precarious a vocation? " Arc they not jus- 
tified in suspecting an liJventiirous prince incognito, 
or some charming poet in mufti seCKing the ideal of 
his dreams witli persevering ecceiitrici;,y ? 

But to revert to tlie origui of the vagrant musician. 
Doubtless it is primarily that of all vagabondage- 
deficient peinuiiary resources, and a natural distaste to 
80 commonplace a substitute for forianc as lalxnir. 
Writers wlio sficrifice dcliitacy to a fondness fur being 
I)erspicuou 8 would have simijly said — poverty and lazi- 
ness. Indeed your proud workman kcexis the wolf 
from the door by facing liim witli resolute bravery. 
Your tjareless vagabond rum away from the wolf, who 
chases him through a wliole lifetime. (Jtherwiso, wo 
must admit an irresistible passion for locomotion as 
one of the iirimitive faculties of the mind; or else suii- 
posc the hereditary descendants of Aliasuerus to have 
multiplied stupendously daring the long centuries of 
lus fabled pilgrimage. 

Secondarily, the cause of musical vagrancy is a happy 
aspiration for the nearest iiossible ajiproach to an an- 
nuity for doing nothing short of absolute mendicancy. 
Every one, without (^X(!eption (not dumb by nature), 
can adopt XXiQ mkkr of wandering musician. No talent 
of any kind is indispensable : impudence is the onlj^ 
sine qua non. If an individual possess an ear for music, 
or a voice, people will pay for listening to him. If tlie 
reverse, they will pay to get rid of tlie nuisance. In 
the one case, he will be admired for his ability ; in the 
other, iiitiod for his incaxiacity It is a great question 
which gets on the better of tlie two classes. 'I'he lattoi* 
is as numerous as the former; sometimes with a iiaiVc 
unconsciousness of the torture inflicted ; often with a 
malice prepensej which calculaU’s hut too surely on the 
liniited pow ers of auricular emluranco on the jiart of its 
auditors. 

We remeinber in Loudon one ohsimato old reprobate 
who was in tlio liabit of pervailing the more retired 
streets, just insufficiently drunk to escajHi arre.st, and 
yet sufficiently .sober to regulate his intonations with 
the mi'St logical perfeetiou of annoyance. His jdan 
consisted in singing a particular air from a popular 
op(;ra in the fqUowing style of ingenious cruelty. 
Having given utterance to the first note with a doleful 
and quavering exactness, he jiaused for at least a quarter 
of a minute before allowing note the second to iiass his 
lips ; and so on to tlift end of the air: proiiucing upon our 
irritated nerves an effect which can be illustrated but 
feebly by the following description : — 

^ When* What’s that? we exchp.m, starting up, 

and listening in an attitude of dubious consternation, 
as the dismal sound vibrates upon our eara. ‘ j 

continues the tormentor, awakening us Zo a sense of 

the punisliment in store for us : ^ ther*- Wq. rush 

to the window, and recognise our ancient enemy with 
a muttered anathema, which many an angel would 

excuse under tlic circumstances : ‘ lips * proceefils 

tlie relentless vagrant, pausing to pick up the coppers 
wliich distracted humanity hej^ns to throw from win- 
dows, accompanied by mild entreaties that the singer 

Will move on; * and* > During the following in- 

^leryal wc have had tlme^ to enter tno next ^room, and 


seize a jug of water from the wash-staud, armed with 
wliich, we hold ourselves in ambuscade behind the 
window-curtains : ^oth* - — We gently raise the sash, 

and set one foot upon the 'balcony; Uher* We 

rush out incontinently, and discliarge the contents of 
the jug upon the hood of the enemy below, who is 
malignantly looking up in quest of the expected 
black -mail: .nd ^hearts!* bursts out with unprece- 
dmted velocitj;' the executioner of Balfe, hcgiiming 
to spi^Jtcr and swear in the most discordant manner. 
We hasten to put on our greatcoat and hat for a 
wall:, well knowing that, hostilities once commenced, no 
ineixiy is to be expected out of water-jug range. As 
we go out, we sternly inform tlie musician of our inten- 
tion to shoot him next time, at all hazards, with an 
American revolver; and taking advantage of his tenn- 
porary dismay, turn tlie corner of the street in time to 
escape the volley of abuse with wdiich he pursues our 
retreating footstiqis. 

This subtle vagabond, wc regret to say, still pursues 
his hideous industry ^•.niid many of our literary and 
artistic friends who live in quiet neighbourhoods, have 
bitterly bewailed to us their siillerings. AVe never 
fai^ to recommend the water-jug. 

Little less annoying are the psalm-singing families, 
who — pyramidically arranged, the supjio.sed father in 
the centre, and Iavo ehildren of .six year.s in tlie wirqifs — 
march .slowly along, chanting tlioir Inguhrioiis staves, 
iUid-rolling their eyes towards the house-windows with 
such a forlorn and w'oeful air, that it is not in liumati 
nature to refuse tiiein always the ob.'ilus of charity. 

The roaring balUid-singers, already alluded to, gene- 
rally go in pairs, and are mostly ilMoolving unshaven 
felloMs, whose liand.s and fac’cs defy soaj), as Ajax 
defied the liglitning. They appeal, lioivever, to a more 
legitimate class of .sentiment. s. Often themselves the 
comjiosers of their doggerel rhymes, tiiey eatcli tlie 
follies or vices of the hour as it flies, and rarely fail to 
attriujt a crowd of grinning .spectators. Not uittre- 
quently there is a rough vioetical jmstice in their verse, 
which pleases th:^ mob. They do not beg; their 
musical perforinanee gratuitou.s : tlujy ordy sell their 
hailads, printed 011 papier almo.st as flimsy as hank- 
notes — wdiich, indeed, it is to be hopt*d tlu-y in a 
manner bt‘Como to the men wdio have given the raw 
material its enhanced value. In (lull times lliese men 
are apt to take office, na what are teelmicaily known 
by the tt>rm ‘ 8 audw'ich(*s,’ and to figure, between two 
Iwmrds as the walking ail vertisein cuts of (‘ommei-eial 
.speculators. 

0 |i tlie blind fiddler and liis dog it is not nec-essary 
to enlarge. He is often a real musician, and iilays 
with considerable feeling .and accuracy. No one eau 
object to his harmless vocaitiori, though w'o fear sadly 
that the X)hra.se, ‘ Out of sight, out of mind,’ applies 
l)eculiarly to his case ; and riiat he is one of the most 
ill-paid, as well as most excv^sable of the wandering 


fratcniity. It is so easy, as they say in Ireland, to 
pass by a blind man w ithout his seeing yon. 

The juvenile Highland piper in the south rarely 
fails to excite considerable interest, particularly 011 a 
frosty day. t 'Poor little fellow, how cold he must be 
without jiantaloons ! ’ say the kind-hearted women, 
and pity him immensely. Wc remember once putting 
the question point-blank to a young piper in Blooms- 
bury Bfiuaro — ‘ Vy, yer see,’ he mode answer, ‘it ain’t 
nulfin, ven your a bin and done it since you vos a 
liinfunt.’ Whence concluded tliat the piper in 
qttestion must have left the Highlands at a very eiirly 
period of his e^^stoncc. 

A very different personage is the well-dressed gentle- 
man of the brass-bagd, whose performance, often really 
excellent, few can pass without notice. His income 


during the season is considerable ; and wo should not 
be Airprised if he eventually were to become a haukcT 
in ^lis native country on the strengtlf of his economies. 
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We havoknowti a brass-band refuse very liberal terms us of one of Hofftnan’s weird and mysterious mnsicL 
for an evening’s exclusive engagement. But a stronger He sings tenor to the bearded patriot's bass, and has 


proof of the itUoeeS,s of to speculation, and the superior a habit of distorting his old features. in the' most asto- 
chances of liiorit in any une, is to be found in the follow- nishing manner— often playing, singing, and gesticu- 
iiig fiict, # the truth of which we pledge ourselves : — fating with such wild ecstasy, that he resembles a 


iiig fiict, to to truth of which we pledge ourselves : — fating with such wild ecstasy, that he resembles a 
A number of artists of the pencil and graver? finding furious Pythoness on her tripod I Both these gentlemen 
themselves, some time since, in a state of gcnoral im- pass about two-thirds of their lives in prison for singing 
poverishment, resolved, as a dernier insert, to disguise seditious songs about the rights of labour to food, and 
themselves as wandering musicians, ^ud sally forth in the inviolability of the constitution (‘ as was.’) This 
search of what the gods might send them. ^Jpveral of is but a small group of specimens of our continental 
them were excellent amateur performers on various friends in the^usical line of vagabondage, 
wind-instruments. One was a capital violinist ;»and a ^ Wl^at on eiirth do^strolling singers do with them- 
Biipcrnumerary, wdiose instincts for hanr^ny were not selves in the day^-ime?* w^e murmured reflectively, 
fully develoi)cd, volunteered for the less arduous but ‘Lie in bed,’ j*eplied a ma^er-of-fact friend on our 
more repulsive duty of carrying round the hat for arm. 

(‘oiitributions. No sooner said than done. False ‘ Practise nejv songs,’ refponded a wag on the other, 
wliiskers, burnt cork eyebrows, hats over the eyes, and ‘What becomes of them ail in the end?’ we pro- 


ban dkerebiefs oyer the .‘ind the party of minstrels pounded, still hiusing over their vagrant destinies. 


eoninumeed their experimental sally. The painter 
Libyan deserts and lurid sunsets, wdio ivas created 
grand - treasurer of the was, at his express 

entreaty, converted into a coal-black Ethiopian for the 
occasion, and displayed tlie most IxToic spirit of self- 
saerifiee. • 


‘ Angels,’ suggested the wag. 

.^‘Dust,’ growled* the materialist. 

ItAvas impossible to speculate gravely with such com- 
panions, so we abandoned the notion. When w'C reached 
home, we opened by chance a volume of Bayard Tay- 
lor’s El Dorado, and by a curious coincidence lighted on 


All went on favourably. Tlicy reaped a harvest of a passag'i in wdiieli he spoke of the numerous bands of 
applause and shillings, far beyontl tJieir most sanguine vagabond musicians who have already found their way 
expectations, in several of the chief squares and streets; to California, and of tluT great fortune they meet with, 
when they liad the misfortuMe to perform so satisfac- Certes plav'ing a trombone in front of a coffeehouse is 
torily before the mansion of an ainhassador in P<»rtlaiid easier work than digging gold up to one’s knees in 
Place, that he s(?i it his butler to insist upon tiieir eii- water on the Sacramento! Wliich is more meritorious? 
b ring and jiartaking of some refreslimcnt, x>rcvi()usly We fell aslcei) as we thus began to moralise, and an 
to further delighting his guests by their i)erformarico. orchestra of vagabond incubi commenced such a mad 
Tlic astonisliment of tlie dijilomatist ma)’ be conceived dream-eonccu’t in our brain as we sliall not readily 
when, will) one accord, they vcdicmently declined his forget. It went on crescendo, till it resembled the roar- 
oftered hosintality, and walked off, full of alarm at the ing of a thousand tempests; and a crasli, wddcli seemed 
possibility of recognition l.iy some patron or acquaint- the crac’k of doom, 'wound uj) tlie synqiliony of wdiich 
aiice suffieientl}'- fortunate to rec,eivc an ambassador’s no mortal l^jind could tra('(‘, the se.ore, or even, were 
invitation to dinner. * that |)ossil)le, survive the uriearthly rehearsal! 

But it is not in England tliat the trade of musical 

vafrahon.l arrives at perfocyoii. ^ S COKE SB Y THE WHALER, 

sonthorn countries ol Ijurope, it finds a far more suit- « 

able field for its expansion. •There is a cq/c at Paris A volume of ‘Memorials of the Bea,’ the full title of 

U ated b}" tlie thoroughgoing rejniblicans, wliich is given bclow’,* has just been made jiublic by 

\' be seen, evening after evening, a succession the Bev. Dr Scorcsby, who, we may x>resume, raises this 

P us of tlie most heterogeneous description, literary monument to his parent’s memory not less for 
le. tall young man who sings to to gnit.'ir example's sake, than out of filial affection and grateful 

one voice i etie as o remembrance. The autlior’s aim has been to present a 

one of tlie (.fv/n/is in the boulevards, ^ v i i i ^ 

me ijuite blush to give liini a sou when portraiture of his progenitor, to shew’ us wliat 

tireomes I’ound. There is a young German songstress manner of man ho was ; and we sliall endeavour to 
who comes with her brotlier, a little difinpy hobbadelioy transfer a sketch of the Tiicturc to our cdiimns, for the 
of a fiddler. She, too, touches the guitar, and sings edification of such readers as are interested in the study 


sweetly cnougli, but seems afraid of (qiening lior little ofluinian effort and iicrseverance. There ought to he 
mouth Bufiieiently wide to let the notes pass out. We, ^ouicthiug worth reading in the history of a man whose 
who are romantic ex ojjlclrr, wliisi>er two or three G<‘r- eomjirisea two hundred and tliirty-two pages, 

man phrases in the Ih'TljjiP Cockney dialect, in er to qqie nupie of Bcoreshy, it a})peiir8, is limihxl to one 
make her simlo. Th* we succeed m so eueetually, ^ 1 , 

tluit »l,e not only di-splays a Yow of pearly totli, bnt *«;> ‘■‘nuhes m the north ot England, most of whom 
cannot even go on with her song, so that her fubsy Iwve l>eeu of the yeoman class, with the reputation of 
brother is compelled to fill up the interval by an indc- good eitizeiis and worthy members of society. There 
finite flourish on the fiddle. There is another" prv)fessor, are, however, two or three cxcL^itions to tlie uniform 


( tf such an imi)osing aspect, that he flight sit for a 


a WiUter. de Scourby was ‘bayliffe of York’ in 


picture of Moses in the desert. His beard, of a raven 1312; another, Thomas, was lord mayor of the same 
blackness, descends to liis waist, and he gesticulntos city in 1‘1:(>3 ;*an(l a second Thomas represented it in 
forcibly as ho sings. lie is not a common vagmmt, in tlm roign of Edward III. So much for 

't; 

reactionary party, reprt^sonted fey him as the clowns vid«!ial who mgre immediately claims 0^ attention. He 
and harlequins of a niasquerade, whose tawdry Util- viras horn in May 17b0 at Nutholm, about twenty miles 
liaiu^o tlie lifjht of a new day will sjKJodily amiihilate. fromWliitby ; went to an endowed school in the adjoin-^ 
In collecting money he is very inpid, never iiansing village of Cropton during the fine season only, as 

for an instant, or looking ha^ at any person vdio distance was considerable, and roads were unt^om- 

does not put his hand into his pocket. Sometimes 

he comes accompanied by an ex -schoolmaster, whose * Memorials of the Son. My Father: being Records of the Atlven- 
IHjrformaijico on the violin is really reraarkablo for its turouB Lifo of the i»to Wiiiiatu’Scoresby, Esq. of wiiitby. Byi^ia 
spirit and fantastic rapidity of execution. Ho reminds son, the Rev. w. Scoreii^y, London : Longmans. , ijM. . 
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fbrtablc in winter. Kveil these scanty ways aiid means island of Bornholm caused a shari^er look-(?ut to be 
of knowledipe were cut off when William Scoresby grew kept. Presently breakers were seen ahead; the anchor 
to his ninth year; he was then placed witli a farmer, was dropped, but ‘just in tinje to save the ship from 
and underwent the - * rn(]iinents|l of agriculture an^ destruction. When she swung to lier anchor, it was in 
cattle -feeding. In this situation he plodded on for four and a lialf fathoms’ water. The breakers were 
more than ten years, until ‘unpleasant treatment* close by* the stem, and the stern not above twenty 
caused him to resent the indignity by walking to fathoms from the shore.’ This manifestation of ability 
\^itby, and binding himself apprentice to a Quaker on the part of a^^ apprentice excited so niucli jealousy 
shipowner for three years. He then went to his father’s and' ill-feeling towards him from the officers, that on 
house, a-iid informed his parents of what had occurred, the arrii^al of the vessel in tlie Thames, lie left her, imd 
and returned forthwith to the farm to fulfil his duties cng.^cd on hoard the Spcedwdl cuitter, bound for 
until a 6 ucc‘Ossor should be appo;uted to Iiis place. Gibrukar with stores. 

next care was to set to work on such, studies as might Tliis proceeding led to a new course of adventure, 
be useful in liis new vocai'on, and so eipploy the interval While on the voyage in October 1781, the cutter was 
prior to the sailing of the sliip in the spring of 1780. captureii by the Spaniards, and the whole of her crew 
Mr Scorcsby here draws S' parallel between his father made jirisoiiers of war, and kept in durance at St Liica r, 
and Captain Cook: natives of the same county, both in Andalusia. After a time, the rigour of imprisonment 
began life with farming work, though''^thc great cir- being somewhat relaxed, and the e.aptiv(^s permitted to 
curnnavigator was afterwards apprenticed to a general fetch water without a guard, Scoresliy aiul one of his 
shopkeeper; in which service, having Ijecn unjustl}'^ sus- companions contrived to escape ; and concealing'thern- 
pected of stealing ‘a new and fresh-looking shillmg’ selves as much as possilf;j*‘^Hiring the day, and guiding 
from his mastev’s till, ‘lie determined, if^he could get their course by tlu' stars at night, they made their way 
permission to do so, to leave his eiuployinent as a shop- direct for the coast, where they eventually arrived in 
keo 2 ier, and, indulging a strongly - ini bi bed ]>rcposscs- safet/, after eneountering much risk and difficulty. Gu 
sion, turn to the sea.’ Tlu? result is well known. all occasions when they had to ask for assistance, they 

According to agreement, iScairesliy w ent a second found the women ready to lu^lp them and facilitate their 
time to Whitby ill February tb ratify his engagement: escape, sometimes Avbile their husbands had gone to 
and finding tliat his services w'ould not he required denouiiee the strangers. By a fortunate.. coiiKudenee 
before April, he set out to return home on foot the the fKgilives arrived on the coast just as an English 
same day, lieiiig desiroii.s of losing no tinu^ from his vessel of war was about to sail with an exchange* of 
studies. More than half the road lay across a wild prisoners. By the coniiivaneA! of the crew, they eon- 
uninliahited moorland divStrict. Isiglit had set in when eealed themselve.s on hoard until the ship was fairly at 
a furious snow-storm surprised him ; all traces of the sea, wdi<‘n they made their appearance on di'ck, greatly 
imperfect track were siioedily obliterated, and tlio tra- to the astonishment and vexation of the caiitaiu, wdio 
veller ‘could neither .see his way to advance nor to made them sign u promise to pay a heavy sum for their 
return.’ In this uncertainty his geometrical knowdedge i pa.s.sago, ns a punishment for tlieir intjai.sion. In tlic 
came into play. ‘Ho had observed how the wind first Bay of Biscaya formidable gale came on. The two 
assailed liiin, with referencjo to the direction of the line intru(kws refused to work, on tlie jilc^a of being passeii- 
of road, wdiicli, fortunately for him, like the roads of gers, unless the etaptain destroyed the doeiiment exacted 
ancientconstructiongeneralljqfollowedasteeple-cha.se from them. This was done; imniediatelj^ tlie U\v 
directness, regardless[ of hill or dale, for the point aimed sprang up the rigging, and before Jong, Score.shy, by his 
at; and, by aflj listing his progress on the same angle, suiierior scamansliii), hiul brought the recti iig of sails 
in respex-t to the course of the wind, he hoped to he and striking of masts to a successful accomplishment, 
guided in his now perilous undertaking.’ The expe- and by his example cheered the before disjiirited crew, 
rinient was fullj'” saeces.sful, and the journoy finally wdio, during the remainder of the voj’age, were ohservcfl 
accomiilishod in safety. to manifest a ‘ higher character’ tliaii liefore. 

Scoresby’s sea -service commenced by voyages to After this, Scoresby married the (lauglitcr of a .small 
Ku 8 .sia : while discharging a cargo of Memel timber at landed projirietor at C>opton, and resided wdth his 
Portsmouth, a professional grievance made him resolve father for two or throe years, assisting in the manage- 
to- enter on board the 7%^// 6 W 7 U. Afterward.«, wdien meiit of the farm. But a desire for nion* stirring 
I that vessel went doivn, with all her crew, he regarded emiiloyment niaue him again turn liis attention to the 
his having changed his intention as one of the many sea. In 1785 he entered as seam an on hoard the lien- 
providences of which he had been the subject. A rieWt, a vessel engaged in the wdi ale -fishery, at that 
.seaman’s duties were not permitted tc) divert him from time an important branch of the trade of Wliitbj'. 
the pursuit of knowdedge ; wliat he learned in books he Here the genenil good conduct and ability for which lie 
reduced to practice, keeping the ship’s reckoning for 'was remarkable gained him 4ho po.st of second officer 
Ills own private jnstiTUCtioii. He suflered much from and ajm'lsionecr oi the ship ; a\aechnical title used to 
the taunts and jeers of the crew^ for refusing to share distinguish tlu* chief hariiooner and principal of the 
in their debasing practices, but made no attempt to fishing operations. In 17il() he became captain of the 
retaliate so long as the annoyance was confined tow'ords. vessel, greatly to the mortification and jealousy of his 
He proved, however, (?n fitting occasion, that he could brother officers, who, being inconsidtrately engaged by 
defend himself from ijersoiial violence; and so great was the owner to fjD out on the first voyage under their 
his strength, that his two aggressors were effectually new commander, conducted themselves so vexatiously 
•humbled. He w'as fully impressed wntfi the feeling that a mutiny broke out. ‘ One of the men, excited by 
‘ that, under the blessing of Providence, to which he his companions’ clamours and his own dastardly rage, 
distinctly looked, ho must be the fabricator .rf hk dwn (seized a liandspike, and aimed a desperate blow, which 
fortune;’ and his custom was, ‘ unless he cOuld find a might have been fatal on the head of Ids captain. The 
somewhat like-minded aspirant after a l^etter position, latter, now roused to»the exertion of his heretofore 
to walk alone on |j|e.;l 9 ain-deck or forecastle, holding unitnogined strength and tact, while wording the blow 
companionsh|n«<iiS^ -^th his ow^ with his hand, dif^nned the assailant, and seizing him 

In moral |p| |ifa^ such as these, we 8 co« in his athletic arms, actually flung him lieadlong among 

the elemeii^a;:# aiiidcess. Scoresby’s habit of keeping his associates, like a auoit from the hand of a player, 
tlie and the greater exactitude which he filling the whole party with amazement at his strength 

hrouglp’^lo the mtithod, once saved the ship from and power, and fbr the moment arresting, under the 
bei^i ^Tecked in foggy wfather between Kiga and influence of the feeling, the unmanly pursuance of their 
Bjamore, His assertion that the ve&el was off the mutinous purpose.* In addition to tlfesc adverse pro- 
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cecdings,*tlie s(*j«on was a bod oncj^and tho //euneifa tion while descending obliquely from ftio windward, 
returned to Whitby without liaving captured a single were secfti to fall flat, as if prostrated by ot^r shot ; the 
w'hale. ^ guns, pointed threateningly at us, rci\^iiinecl silent ; liie 

Tlio mortification to a man of Seoresby’s anient helm flew to port, and the yards to the wind, on our 
(iharacter was extreme : to guard against a recurrence c^posite tack ; and ^rtthout waiting for the answer to 
of a similar misadventure, h? insisted on engaging the his summons, or venturing to renew his attempt on 
wliole of the next crew and oflicers Jjimself, andjcarried such a formidable-looking o^jponent, he suddenly hauled 
liis point, notwitlistandiug the oppositfen of the owner, off, under full sail, in a direction difl'ering by some six 
Tlie advantageous consequences of this measure*ap- points from that in whicli he had previously inter- 
])oare(l in tlie result of the voyage : ‘ no l^ss than cepted our track.* 

cMjhtHin whales were captured, yieldmg 112 tons of oil.* According to long-continued custom, tlie flensing or 
'riie unusual iinpurtancie of this achievement wifi be ci^tting-up of •a whale^could only be performed with a 
best understood from the fat^t, that six aud^ half whales *prescrmed mirabi^^r of incisions and apparatus, causing 
per year liad previously been reganled as a satisfiictoiy much loss of tiinc when tb® fish was a small or.e. 
average. Seoresby’s iiftli voyage gave a ‘catch* of Scoresby had often remonstrated with his subordinates 
twenty-five whales, the proceeds Ixjing 152 tons of oil. on tliis liiiideriiig process, Iftit in vain. At last, to con- 
Sueh, indeed, were his ability and enterprise, that Ids vince them, he* ottered, as a challenge, ‘that, with the 
average siieeess Avas ‘four liines as great as the usual assistance of Ohly one-third part of the available crow, 
average of the Whitl)y whalers; in like proportiqTB| ho w'ould go on a fish, and send it in single-handed, in 
abovoitlie avtTage of tlu‘ Hull whalers during the the time oeeimied by the four or six harpooners. 


vious twenty years ; and than double tlie Hull 

average for tlie sanu^ actual period !* These successes, 
whiirli excited no small amount of envy and liatred in 
some quarters, spread Si^oresby’s fame abroad intjthcr 
l)orts, and produced many tempting offers aud solicita- 
1 ions ; hut for a time, chietly on his wife's accoimt, he 
lirefenvil retaining his eonucction with Whitby. 

At length, in 17hS, ho accepted an cngngcmoiit as 
ea|>taiii of. tin* a vessel mucli larger and finer 

tliau the llciirutfa, sailing from London. With this 
si lip he brought back thirty-six whales from his first 
j voyage ; a number unprecedented in the annals of wliale- 
tisiiery. This and subsequent voyages were performed, 
too, more rapidly than usual, whereby the greater fresh- 
ness of the blubiier, wdien brought to the coppers, pro- 
diKxul a superior quality of oil. On one of the voyages 
in the Dundee he first took his son, then a lad ten years 
old (the author of the work before us), to sea with him. 

I At that period nrmeil vessels of the enemies of Britain 
cruised in the North Sc^a.* A few days after leaving 

I Ihiglaiid a ship was suddenly' obicrved liearing down 
j so as to intercept the track qf the Avlialer. Scoresby', 

I I however, liad anticipated the possibility’’ of such an oc- 
I ! eiirriMiee; the Dundee carried twelve cighteeri-pounder.s, 

In sides small arms, and a well-selected crew of sixty' 

I men. Among the latter, one had been chosen for liis 
j expertness in beiiting tlie drum, and another for his 

I profieieney ‘in winding a boatsw'ain’s call;’^md Avith all 

I I these means and a]»plianees a surjirisii Avas jilanned. 

I We shall leave Mr Scoresby' to tell it in bis own words: 

1 1 ‘ 'fbe men on deck.’ he a^tIIcs, ‘ Avero kiid down flat on 
I i tlieir faces. JMy fatlier, coolly walking the qiiarter- 
i ■ deck, and the helmsman, engaged in his office of steer- 
I : ing, M'CTc the only' living l)eings who could be discerned 
from the deck of the assailant. 

* Without shewing a^ colours, in ansA\’er to our 
Knglish ensign Avaviiuyat the mizeu-peak, the stranger 
came down to Avithin short inasket-shot distance, when 
! I a loud and unintelligible roar of the captain through 
I his speaking-trumpet indie-ateil the usual demand of 
the nation or denoiiiination of our ship. A significant 
Avave of my fatlier’s hand starved ina|»‘ad of a rt’ply. 
The drum beats to quarters, aud while the roll yet 
rcverlKTates around, tht» shrill sound of the boatswain’s 
pipe is heard above all. And whilst the hoarse A'oiee 
of this officer is yet giving forth the consequent ordvT^ 
the ni)parently plain sides of the ship become suddenly' 
pierced ; six ports on a side arq simultaneously raiseil, 
and as many untouipioncd cannon, threatening a more 
serious hollowing than tliat of the nq^'-astonished cap- 
tain’s trumpiit-aided voice, are run out, pointing omi- 
nously tOAvard the enemy’s broadside! 

‘The stratagem was eon»plet#. its impression quite 
perfect. The tidversary seemed elet'trifled. Men on 
the enemy’s deck, some with lighted matches h^haml, 
and plainly visiRlo to us, by reaaon of her heeiiug pt)si- 


with the help of all luiuds.’ This he actually per- 
ftirmcd. Th(? Avork, which had ownipied the harpoonerH 
and the Avhole of the crew for two hours, Avas euecess- 
fully accomplished ‘in almost forty minutes ; * and by 
the exerqise of forethaiight on the part of the chief 
operator, the assistants AA'crc not kei)t standing idle 
a single instant. • 

Here avc see a man i)ri>mj)t in emergencies, and 
ready Avitli new inventions when the old failed to 
satisfy' him. No one was more active than Scoresby in 
pushing his Avay into the ice A\'hen on the whaling- 
grounds. If a full cargo was not obtained, it was that 
certain natural obstacles were insurmountable by ordi- 
nary' means, not that energy or perseverance were lack- 
ing for the attempt. Scoresby ’s spirit of enterprise 
once led him into a higher northern latitude than any 
I otlier on record, Tliis was in tlie year IBOiJ, he being 
then in command of the Reiolutlon. The ship had l)een 
worked through the ice on the Avestern side of Spitz- 
bergen as far as 77 degrees north latitude. All the 
other Avhuling ve-ssels were left Jjchind out of sight, 
Avheii the adventurous captain determined to push for 
an open sea more to thi? northwards, the existence of 
which lie^ considered certain, from s(!veral sagiicious 
observations. In tliis task lie is said to have been the 
first to introiluce the operation of ‘ sallying the ship ; ’ 
tliat is, swaying her from side to .side, so as to facilitate 
her ouAA'ard motion AA'lien lieset by ice. At hist, after 
extraordinary labour, tin? open sea was entered — an 
ocean lake, as it Avc^re, of vast extent, .surrounded by 
ice. Here*, in thirty'-two days, a full egrgo was cap- 
tured, and the scsi explored iVir a distance, in a direct 
line, of ;*00 miles — the highest latitude reached being 
81 degrees 30 minutes north, not more tlmii .510 inileB 
from the pole, and the farthest northerly point ever 
attained by sailing. Ihirry Avent beyond it in 1827, 
but in boats drawn over the iee ^ and subsequent 
luiAfigaturs have been bafilcd in their endeavours to 
penetrate so far in the same direction. 

After several voy'uges in the llesolationj Scoresby 
became a member of the Greonoik Whale-fishing Gom- 
pany, and made four voy'ages in the John Avithout any 
diminution of success — tlie proceeds of only one out of 
the four ha’q|ng been L.l 1,000. He then went out 
again for a Wliitby' firm; and in 1817 bought the Fame 
on hiij owi% account, and ma^p Avith her five voyages to 
the norths and AH'as preparing for a sixth, AA'hen the 
vesj^cl was accidentally burnt Avhilc lying at the 
Orkneys. Tfiis event caused liim to retire, though 
with an ample competence, from atdive life. He liad 
► been thirty-six years a mariner, and had sailed thirty 
times to the arctic seas, and captured 533 whales — ‘ a 
greater number than has fallen to the share of any 
other individual in Europe — with many thousands of 
seals, some limulreds of walruses, very' many narwals, 
and probably n5t leas thah sixty bears. Tlie quantity 
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of oil yielded fy this produce was 4664 toAs ; of whale- j tenance cxpfessedjwth fire md hauteur. But^emoutit 
bone, abou| 240 tonsV weiglit j besides the 6kins of was very beautiful and classic ; there was a nait siaiw 
the seals, bears, walruses taken : ’ the money value on the curved lip, and in tim; I learned to think how 
of the whole boi^ estimated, round numbers, ^t that young fktlier must have looked when he smiled 

^■^^jrUred mit a few years after hi. retirement. “ ^ T 

Sut«c 4 uentlyto his decease^ manuacript wa. found be for^rf-rar^ rarer than lus frowns I onw 
among his private papers, which proves him to have overheard my aimts saying to each other— ‘Our littlb 
been possessed of mechanical genius as well as nautical Ursula grows' mote like her father every day;’ and tlicn 
ability. In statui’e he was tall and atWetic ; and in the Aunt Dijsy sighed. dTliey were sitting round tier in the. 
power of his eye he exercised a remarkable control over twiljght. She had a low thrilling voice, and I never 
the lower animals, and individuals on whom he^wisl\pd forgot her reply— ‘She does ffideed, my sisters; both 
to make an impression. A life likf! liis shews that jjiciitaliy and’ personally ; ye have need to watch and 
there is no path in exis*enee wi.ei-eia .upenor intelh- j darkness surely surround this 

s;2.a5 

around them. Our brief sketcJi of liiui may be consi- children. Aunt Dosy of course spoke meUphoncnllv, 
dered as complete, when we add that fie held ‘Tern- hut I did not know that; and many a time, when 1 
perance to be the best physician, Seriousness the greatest felt my passionate impulses urging me to wrong, I 


wisdom, and a Good Conscience the best estate.’ have looked round to see if a dark-winged spirit w;is 

— nigh! 

URSULA’S NURSERY GOVERNESS. I knoV not what the lingering ailment was which 

My first impressions in infancy were of large lo^\' o^ad^ my Aunt Theodosia pass lier life a]>:irt from kin- 
rooms, with narrow windows, and huge carved fire- and friends ; but the most tranquil and contented 

places. The windows looked forth on to a garden, hours of my (diildhood w'ore those which I enjoyed in 
whose shaven turf and i»riiiTiy-cut rose-trees w^erc her still clia rubor, wiien I sat liesidc the pale sufferer, 


enlivened by numerous antique wdiite statues as large 
as life, and fountains wdiose sparkling waters fell into 
basins, where gold and silver fish disported themselves. 
Even in warm bright summer weather, tlic rambling 


reading or -wu^rking in my infantile ^vny. My father’s 
picture hung op])Osite to her couch, and .she often gazed 
on it Avitli tearful eyc's, and then turned those large 
expressive eyes on me with an anxiety portrayed in 


apartinents of the Grange looked cold and desolate — tliem wdiich even then I keenly felt, 
the furniture was so clean and bright, and the sun- ‘ Did you love my papa very dearly. Aunt Dosy ?’ said 
beams streamed in tlirough such crevices; but when I to her one day when we wore alone together, ‘ J)otell 
the winter logs were piled liigh, tilings assumed a dif- me all about him, and about my inainnui ; for I must 
ferent aspect; for the ruddy blaze of a cheerful fire have had a mamma— all eh iidreu have — thougli I never 


enlivens the most obstinate gloom. 

I lived bore with my grandmamma and five unmarruid 


hear any of 3 'ou speak of her. ’ 

Thehi ivas a change in Aunt Dosy’s 


aunts:' the former was a widow, and the Grange was countenance— an c.xpression as of intense pnin, wbicli 
her dowTy-house— my uncle Evorard, the son and heir, alarmed mo; but quickly recovering herself, slic e;ilmly 
residing a few miles distant at the ancestrsd liall. Uncle replied : ‘ I never saw your mamma, my littU* Ursula — 
Everard was married, but to the chagrin of the family she lived a long way off; but your dear pajia, my 
Ills lady had presented him with no olive-branches; brother Julraii, w^as so very beloved a brother of mine, 
consequently I was the only little one among all these that it grieves me to speak of him, now he is no more.’ 
mature folks. My aunts were middle-aged Uulics, tall. And she sore ; and I clung to my gentle aunt, 

dark, find stately ; and my poor old grandmamma and tried to comfort her. Other essays I made to learn 
seemed to mo the whitest and most withered of something concerning my mother, but all* my four 
living beings she was huddled up in shawls and flan- aunts invariably turned aw'ay, wdth significant looks 
nels, mumbled much to lierself, and seldom noticed at each other, and comi>ressed lips, as if ob.s;tinalely 


anything around her. 

I comprehended early that I was an orphan — the 


bent on silence, though there was a tale to unfold, 
lliey were great walkers, botanists, geologists, orni- 


only cliild of my grandmamma’s second son ; my aunts tliologists, and what not I— very stately with their 
shewed me my papa’^ portrait, and said he had died equals, very condescending td^^lieir inferiors, and re- 
young, and that XTncle Everard was their only brother garding their brother hVverard (as the rejiresentative 
now. This picture hung in my Aunt Theodosia’s of their ancient name) as an extremely great per- 


apartment : she was a confirmed invalid, and always 


Tlieir sister-in-law, Lady Illanche, though an 


lying on the sofa, plac^ by a window, where she could earl’s daughter, was patronised by my four aunts, whose 
look out on the i)asture -fields and running streams, besetting weakhess concerning tlieir undoubtedly pure 
and on the gray churcli peeping from amid the trees, hereditary descent was carriq^l to a most ridiculous 
Sweet, gentle, kind Aunt Dosy — how welfl lovetl her! and overweening extent. To be a Montalban, was to 


Sweet, gentle, kind Aunt Dosy — how welfl lovetl her! and overweening extent. To be a Montalban, was to 
And yet she was the only one who ever jjebul^ or be everything ; to bo anybody else, was to bo notliiiig ! 
checked iny evil temper ; Ior I must here you into T was a Montalban, consequently in a great measure 
the secret, that I was a violent, unruly ^ttle nio^^al, exempt from correctios ; iw — ‘ all the Montalbans,’ ob- 
giving way to tempests of passion, which had won for serfed my aunts, ‘from time inimemorial, had high 
mp the nickname of ‘ the Fury,’ wiiispered among the spirits, whicli sojMctimeB vented themselves in fits of 
servahts indeed ; hut a terrible whisper too I I was ‘ ' passion, just as a fiery, mettled courser, of pure Ara- 


giving way to tempests of passion, which had won for 
mp the nickname of ‘ the Fury,’ wiiispered among the 
servahts indeed ; hut a terrible whisper too I I was 


very fond of looking at this picture of my dear departed bian bre.^, sometimsi^ breaks away from curb and 
papa : it represented a young man of singular I'ersonal rein.’ My aunts had all been beauties — noted for 


attractioxiSi but of a kind which struck me with awe— 
eyes were so large, dark, i&d piercinjf, and the coun- 


dash ind daring, both in word and deed ; nerertheless, 
suitors had dropped away one by ond; and now th^ 
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beheld teir more humble or gentler compeers in the 
enviable positions which they oiico had thouglit to 
occupy. Dukes, lords, baronets, and n train of noble 
swains, liad looked andP listened, listened and looked, 
and flown away! There was a story afloat that my 

oldest aunt was all hut the Duchess of •; when 

that, in an unlucky moment, actuateil, I suppj)se, by 
the ‘pure hereditary spirit* other race^ she h^ applied 
the butt-end of a whip to the shoulders of a domestic 
wlio committed some mistake to exasperate her* The . 
duke never again was seen in the precincts of wjo Hall; 
and the once beautiful toast of the county was^idw a 
withered spinster, stuffing birds, and coUpcting weeds. ; 
I was a plaything among them, and amusing and 
engaging enough I doubt not, as precocious children I 
often are when not crossed or .vexed in any of tlieir j 
whims or caprices : t/ien indeed a storm arose ; I 
screamed and kicked, and struck right and left ; and : 
finding that by tins means I usujilly succeeded 
obtaining my wish, such storms were not of unfre^ 
qn(‘nt occurrence. ‘ Dear liUjx thing,’ I lieard my eldest 
aunt say when I was tJiu^IxIii biting, ‘ she reminds me 
of what I was at her ago I How her eyes sparkle and 
her cheeks fluah! Poor Julian I she is liis inv^gcl’ 
However, I was told it was wTong — I must say that ; 
])nnishe(l even for my misdejings— for breaking valu- 
able china in fits of frenzy — scattering and shattering 
whatever I could lay liands on ; but Avhen 1 struck 
iny attendant, and the poor girl wept and comi^ainod, 
she was dismissed fur speaking disrespectfully of a 
ISl(>iitnlban. , 

i was always silent and subdued in the jirescnce of 
my sweet Aunt Dosy ; she did not guess half liow bad I 
was, hut enough r(‘ached her to cause her to regard me 
with tender seriousness and anxiety, and to speak those 
solemn words whicli even on my childish cars fell not 
altogether in vain. 

Not altogether in vain; for I pondered over these 
sayings, and began to look inwardly, and often to be 
heartily ashamed of my violent conduct. But Aunt 
Di)sy was not always to be approached ; fur days toge- 
ther she was too ill to be se^ii; and wlien my young 
attendant was sumniiirily dismissed, my aunts consulted 
together, and it was settled amongst them, wdtii the 
ajiproh.'ition of my grandmamma (wliosc advice was 
asked as a matter of form), that a nursery governess 
was to he found for mo, ‘as [ was now of an age. to 
require instruetioii of a higher kind than 4hat which I 
h:ui hitlurlo obtained. 

Tlirougji the medium of some friends of Lady 
ilhmeUe, an individual was recouuiB^nded as a com- 
petent iristruclress ; she was a yomig person of 
humble origin, capable of undertaking her trust, 
though., pretending to be nothing more than a nursery 
governess. She rc*qiured a very small stipend, more- 
over, and that was a imramouMt consideration i with 
tliose engaging lier ; >jdl^iatters were soon concluded, 
and the young woman was iniunned by Lady Blanche's 
friends that lier application had met with siu^eess ; for 
she came from a great distance in tlie country, and 
there had been no personal interview. I ^vas on a 
visit at the Hall with my Uiu;1g Ei^ard and Lady 
Blanche when my new attendant arrived at the 
Grange. Dear Aunt Dosy was reported w’orse than 
usual, and that was one reason for my stay being pro- 
longed, in order to insure quietness for the iimiL^ 
at home. Ffited, caressed, spoiled on all hands, n 
stronger and wiser head thaii^niina — poor silly little 
l>ody! — miglit have been turned. I looked roun^for 
applause and admiration, venting ^ly t(?mper ns a 
means of attracting regard. ‘ She is a true Mont-, 
tdban, the sauey minxl* Uncle Everard would say 
laughingly. ‘ She is a dai lin# beauty I ’ said Lady 
Blanclic^^fondliiig and twining my silken ringlets round 
[ her own lily fingers. ‘ Would she were ours I * And 
so 1 came realiy to think that, being a beauty and a 


Montalban, rbad no need of any furth^ recotnmett- 
dationsMio need certainly to be hampered with a i 
dotesteble governess — a ‘ nursery ’ governess too I— 
when here I sat at table, and behaved' and was treated 
ei a queen! I almost hated my poor governess before 
I Sciw her. She was a widow, they said, and her name 
was Mrs Eose ; and I determined in my own wicked 
mind to lead Mrs Rose a nice life for coming to tease 
me 1 Aunt Theodosia’s influence was weakened ; I had 
not seen her for a long time, otherwise perhaps I might 
have been less unruly than T was; but certainly a 
harder task cfinnot well be imagined than that con- 
•fidcxl tb Mrs Rose, of* governing me and pleasing my 
four aunts at tho*Bamc time. ^ 

I remember tllb evening of my return to the Grange, 
and how I ran straight to tke nursery, lient on entering 
it with an imferious air, for the purpose of daunting 
or bullying tlie new goveritbss. There was a bright 
^re, and beside it, on the hearth-rug, stood a slight 
^im, with head bent down over some needlework 
^Te was trying to finish by the unsteady flare. On 
he4aring a footstci) she looked up, and beheld me. The 
work fell from her hands, an exclamation escaped her 
lips which I could not cle.arly distinguisii, and Mrs 
Rose — for it was she — saved herself from falling only by 
catching ^lold of a heavy sofii at hand ! I Avas greatly 
astonished at this agitatinn on the part of my governess ; 
for though I had intended to impress her with a i>ower- 
fiil sense of my importance and dignity, sucli an efTect 
us tills I had not looked for. However, when Mrs 
Rose burst into t(‘ar8, and apologised on the i)lca, of 
nervousness ‘just at first’ — gazing on my face, neverthe- 
less, as if she never could gaze long or deeply enough 
— I fo.lt inclined to patronise her, for my vanity 
Avas soothed by the evident trepidation my presence 
caused. 

In my turn I gazotl on the new-comer; and strange 
sensations avctc at my heavt as 1 scanned her linea- 
ments and figure ; forl^iever before had seen or fancied 
any one like licr. Aunt Dosy often talked to me of 
good angels guarding and compassing us round ; and 
surely, tliought I, they must be like Mrs Rose, for so ' 
fair, so angelic a face scarcely belonged to earth. She 
Avas very slight, very thin ; her flaxen hair was braided 
beneath a' widow’s cap; and sombre folds fell round 
her tall aud graceful form — meekness and patience 
being the leading characteristics of her expression and 
befiring. 

‘ Mrs Hose ! ’ I cried instinctiAndy, with childlike 
frankness, ‘ I never saAV' bluo eyes before ! — nobody j 
boro lias blue c‘yes ! How bc'autifal tlioy are ! I Avish 
I liad blue eyes like yours, Mrs Rose! I will not vex 
you — I Avill be a gxiod girl indeed ;’ for the two large 
round tears Avhicli gathered and fell down lier Avhite 
cheeks as I spoke completely touched and sobered my 
heart — for the time at least. Ere I slept that night (all 
the oceuwrenees are indelibly stamiied on my memory 
with tenacious minuteness), Aunt ITosy sent for me to 
her chamber. We Avere left alone together, and I saw 
that she had suffered much siiu'C I last belield lier. 
She siH>kc earnestly and impressively, beseeching me 
to enter on a ncAv cai'oer under the superintendence of 
Mrs Rose, whom she adjured me to respect and tibe^'^, 
as one plac^‘d in authority, and Avho had only my 
eternal and temporal interest at heart. Many things 
Aim^ Doiy said of Mrs Rqso, avIucIi I thouglit very 
little perlyips of at the time, except that my dear aunt 
exjplled and seemed very fond of my governess — saying 
there was nh other person Avould teach me as she 
would, and again and again tearfully entreating and 
praying me to be obedient and gentle. I promised 
that all should be as Aunt Dosy desired/,, and tliough I 
had been accustomed to pampering and much solici- 
tude and attendance, none before, had ever handled 
or addressed me with the softness and affectionate 
devotion wliiclf ray imrs^ governess evinced. My I 
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aunts were satisfie<l, for I learned and iaiproved 1^- 
nei^th her auspie^ wonderfully. She did not .restrain, 
she did notf coax me; but there was a wimiing, pleading 
persuaslyeness, iirhlcli os yet I had not withstood. * As 
yet’ — alas !— the volcano had oni;'' been sluinl^rmg fcr 
an unusual length of days: it was to burst Tortli by 
and by. ' • * 

When Aunt Dos}’ asked me if I loved Mrs Koao, and 
I replied with warmth, ‘ Oh yes, dearly~shc is so good 
and kind,’ I saw that dear aunt cast a grateftil look 
upward, as if communing in inward pmycr, placing 
her hand on my head as 1 knelt beside hi-, and bidding 
me be grateful and loving towaMs my tea^:her> Sotnoi 
outbursts of temiKJr on my part (^curred now and 
tlieii, but nothing so Outrageous h» formerly. Mrs 
Rose never addressed me '\^icn I gave way to passion, 
but her sorrowful eyes haunted me aftarwarda. There 
was an awe as well as deep grief express^fl in their fixed 
contemplation of my distorted covintenancx*. 

Things hod all gone smoothly of late ; I liked learn- 
ing French and music. She taught me the rudiments, 
and I iMKiame interested in the Bible stories, which 
none ever told like Mrs Rose. There was slight temp- 
tation to trespas.? when all went well ; but evil days 
were coming, and tlie dark angels were pluming their 
wings with mischievous joy, and gathering toiiud the 
wicked little Ursula ! I had ^grown to be quitt; a tall 
girl, and already considered mysidf nearly a woman, 
when the smallpox, in its most virulent form, attacked 
me. I was deserted by every one save my nursery 
governess ; she never wearied, never flagged, in lior 
unceasing and devoted watch. No words may describe 
her anxious and tender luirsiug, though I iKJcaine 
capricious, and hard to please, in proportion to my 
sufferings. My aunts feared the infection ; and had it 
not bt*en for their decrepit mother and Aunt Dosy, 
would doubtless have Ijctakcn themselves to flight, 
their terror being ludicrous in the extreme. I wiis .shut 
up with Mrs Rose away Irom the rest of the houseliold ; 
and well was it for me that .sM had no selfish terrors, 
otherwise the petted oiqilian cliihl miglit have iierished. 

My nicovery was t^‘diou8 and doubtful, for excessive 
debiUty and prostration of the whole system rendered 
it a terrible struggle. When I again began to crawl 
about, it was the latter end of spring, and ac*cnstonied 
as I had ever been to freedom, it was bitter and irri- 
tating to be confined in-doors whenever cold winds 
prevailed or dews *fell slow.’ The doctors had left me 
with warning words to Mrs Rose, of great care being 
requisite. Poor thing ! she needed not the admonition, 
for her ovcrcarc and watchfulness almost w'orried me 
into betrayals'of wrathful impetuosity, wdiich would ill 
have requited her tender love ; but at this fatal junc- 
ture, when my spirit rebelled at being debarred from 
racing in and out as I liked — through the gardens, over 
the meadows, and down the lanes, w-hen 1 was naturally 
irritable and easily roused, from the lurking remains 
of disease in inyi)lood — at this juncture Uncle Kve- 
rard sent me a present of the tiniest and most lovely 
ptjiiy that the king or queen of Pigrnyland ever 
bestrode. It was brought to the garden for me to see 
it from the window-sf .for those prevailing easterly 
winds, whldi so often usher in our island summer, for- 
bade my quitting the liouse. Felix — so the lovely crea- 
ture w^as named — was jiaraded on the Shaven tuif, 
up and down, up and down, for Miss Ur8ulg.’8 gratifi- 
cation . This was tfyiug — very tryii^ inflecfl ; 
and 1 pleaded hard wi^ Mrs liose to idlowxd to take 
just one little ride for one little lialf hour — no more, j^ut 
my aunts had placed me under her sole control, wisely 
opixung that she who had braved such dangers for lier 
pupil’s sake deservwi the confidence, and know best bow 
to manage lier healtli now. They ha<l cast all respon- 
sibility on my governess — they told lier so ; and no 
wonder she was even more tlian usually careful ! In vain 
1 Jilted for. permisifi<m on Ftlix that day— 
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no. * When it was warm and genial I sliouW go,’ said 
Mrs Rose. ‘ I wf!l go! ’ I screamed furiously, stamping 
with my feet, and tearing a book to pieces in impotent 
fury. Weak and exhausted, l^io fit was soon over ; but 
her sorrowful gaze haunted me, and I was angry that it 
did haqiit me — angry with her, with myself^ wdth the 
w'hole world. Next morning, to make matters worse, 
ere Mfs Rose could interpose to prevent it, a flue now 
ridbighabit and plumed cap was cxliibitod to my 
admiring eyes by ^le domestic whose duty it w^as to 
attend on the nursery^. Tliey were sent to me by' 
Lmly^Rlanche ; and oh I to mount Felix, the beauty, 
thus gloriousl}' cquippeti, silver-mounted riding-whip 
and .iin ‘]Vow to-day I’m off’,’ quoth I determinedly 
to Mrs Rose — ‘go I wdlll This habit is w^arm, and 
you have no right to keep me in any longer : iny aunts 
w'ouldn’t — and I w ont bear it. Sally,’ to the domestic, 
w'ho stood grinning, ‘ tell them to bring Felix round ; 
old John will atteiul me, and 1. shall soon be ready.’ I 
looked at Mrs Hose with an imperious toss of my head, 
as much as to say, ‘ Wh^l can you aiusw er to that ? ’ 

She desired Sally to qftu' tiie apartment, and then 
with decision, hut kindly and gently, laid her coin- 
manjs on me not to .go out. ‘ If you will only have 
patience fur a few days,' she urged, ‘in all human 
probability the w’oather will cliange ; for tlie <'old is 
unusual at tliis season — trying even to the strong — 
dangerous to one recovering, us you are, from such aii’ 
alinosl fatal illness.’ 

But the sun shone brilliantly ; lhi‘ bird.s carolled 
cheerily ; Felix was^ being paraded on the grass ; my 
new dress was temptingly spread out; and lioW could 1 
think of blighting winds? We had blazing fires ; mid 
jx^ople were all coughing, anil looking rnisi ral/le wdien 
they came in from the air ; but what chilil thinks about 
the w^oatber? ‘'i’ou want to tease me, Mrs Ros(‘,’ I 
exclaimed passionately. ‘ I will go ! ’ * ' 

Again the look of sorrow' and reproacli. 1 flow' out 
of tlie room to 1113 ^ own ehainbor, rang the lu-ll, and 
desired the maid to bring uiy new habit and hat, which 
I bad left in the schoolroom (vi-fkvaut nurscr 3 \) 'Die 
m.aid returned, saying that Mrs liose had put them 
aw^a}^ in the wardrobe ol’ the green-room, and had the 
key in her jxicket. Mr.s Rose sent a loving incssa.ge to 
w in me to her side. 

To her side I bounded, Imt not in love, alas I ‘ How 
dtu(‘ you lock up my ])ropcrt\% Mrs Rose?’ I cried, 
almost freiyiied witli rage. ‘ Who are you, tliat you 
dare to treat a Montalban thus?’ 

I lieard a low sigh, ns she shudderingly repented m>’’ 
wmrds — ‘ 'W’Jjo imU ?- who am 1 ? ’ She thim adfled 
witli more composure — ‘Your aunts w'ill approve of 
1113 '^ conduct, I am sure, Miss Ursula. Let me entreat 
you to be patient ; for 1 iniist be firm, or 3 'our life may 
pay the forfeit.’ 

‘Give me the keyl’ I slioq^d, not heeding lier n/dd 
expostulations. ‘ G\\ q I'ne tlu^^^y ! ’ 

* I may not,’ was the liiiinbliiig answer. 

How may 1 go on? I struck her with all mv 
strcngtli — nerveil w'ith fury and revenge — struck her 
with my clenched hmid on the face ! 1 heard a inoiin ; 

I saw her knei|| : she ha/l buried her flushed face in 
those hands w'nich had ministered to mo night and 
day. I saw her kncHiling, anrl I lied, looking round 
to BCKJ if the dark angels were following to bear 
oir — whither ? Conscience never fails ; and it wi^i«'-: ■ 

^red things of liorrible import to me. But they foarcii 
for my health ; and menials ministered to my wants, gs 
in ^ence and agony tTie hours dragged on. No Mrs 
llose to tend me now ; and I dared not breatlie lier 
name, or ask a question. In the evouing Aunt Dosy 
sent for me : I dared not look up to meet her e 3 'e: I 
would have given wptldg to liave sunk throngli tlio 
earth from her . sight. The strange hush ^hat had 
prevaifcd all day 1 attributed to a knowledge of my 
crime j for I well knew that I was a moat guilty ertra- 
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ture ; buL unknown to me, death was in the house : 
riiy j^raiufinamnia, within an liour after my hand was 
lifted against the gentle being who had saved my life, 
breathed her last, almoA without a sigh, as she sat in 
her old arm-chair, with her daughttirs around her as 
usual. This event they had btien taught to^expcct: 
yiey were all prepared for it ; and theirs was the 
tempered and natural grief for a veycrable dbparted 
l)iiront. Aunt Dosy told me * death was in the hoiyic.* 

‘ Ursula Montalban, come hitl^er,* she said with 
grave composure. *Vour father’s mother, m^P mother, 
lies dead not far from us, and the solemn messu^ohas 
arrived nt a peculiar ])eriod of time, wJien llis hand is 
especially visible. Unfortunate, sinful fjirl! *ere you 
quit this room, may you be impressed with the awful 
tnitli ! Ilearkt'U to me, Ursula, on your knee.s, lowly 
kneeling, in deup abasonicnt and contrition of heart.’ 

I entered that apartment a thoughtless, spoilt child, 
lait 1 left it with tlie knowledge and eontrition whieh 
makeg thv. girl a woman in feeling. 1 am now verging"^ 
on fourscore years, hut from that time to this never 
once has the curb Is'on jyi^»1^n(*d winch, by the helj) 
and blessing of Uod, 1 liav^e been enabled to i)la<!e on 
my ti'nqa'r, words, and acts. Oji my knees I lis|enod 
to Aunt Theodosia’s words : no marvel tliat her reve- 
lations i)ro(lnceil a cliange even in my proud rebellious 
heart, or lliat I tremljlcd li'st the wrath of an offended 
(hxl sliould leave nu‘ no time for repentance! 

‘Ursula,’ said Aunt Tlicodosia, ‘you Inive^ often 
qiiestiomal me concerning your mother ; but my lij)s 
\v(M ,. seali il so long as my mother survived ; for we liad 
all oledged our words never to reveal her existence to 
yon, lier elilld, while that child was fostered and pro- 
tected by Mrs MctnLalban, the venerable parent whose 
loss we dej»lore.’ 

‘And is my own niotber still alive? ’I cried with 
impetuosity ; ‘ and wluTe is slic, Aunt Tlicodosia? ’ 

‘ Ik* i)atieut and attentive, Ursula,’ was the low reply, 

‘ ami you shall hear. Hut mine is a liard task ; for it is 
painful to speak of errors iy tliose we loved, and lost, 
and mourned for as numhered w^tli the dead. Never- 
tlieless the time has arrived wlien I sincerely believe 
it is right you should know all. Your father, Ursula, 
w as the cliilil of our mother’s age — indulged and be- 
loved l)y us all. lie wa.s al>s(*nt for a protracted period 
on a visit to our maternal uncle, whose property lay 
iji a far-away country. During that fatal absence he 
had wooetl and secretly nnirrinl your niotlier, then 
little more than a child in years. Slie was far beneath 
him in worldly rank — in fact, of very humble origin 
inileed. 

‘On my broLher.s return honu*. ne confided to me 
the secret of hi.s marriage — for I was Ids favourito 
sister, Ursula — and the knowledge of what he hud done 
almost broke my heart ; for 1 knew', even better than 
lie did, tliat our mother’s displeasure w'ouUl be la‘:’tmg. 
lie shewed me your jyttffg mother’s picture with fond 
pride, exulting in her loveliness and virtues. We 
took (‘ounsel together as to wduit he had best do, for 
J ulian was entirely dependent on our mother — there 
.' as not even the provision of a younger son ff)r him 
while the Dowager Mrs MonUdbaJi lived, nor for any 
of us females. We thought it wise to uefer revealing 
the matter-T-to put off' the evil day ; and your father 
made ex<‘u$es to return to his uncle, where he wTote to 
me that you, Ursula, hsul entered tliis weary Avorld. 
l\x)r fello\v ! insc'rutable are the waj's of Urovidencef 
lie caught an iiifwdious fever, which in a fev' days 
toruiinated liis earthly careor^Vith his dying bri^ith 
entreating his relative to intercede for his widow' and 
orphan. Intercession wjis vtiin for llie vdfe ; and s/te 
would not hear of parting with Julian’s child ; for your 
grandmamma offered to rceci ve^and wholly bring up 
as a MonUlban, the fatherless infant, provided your 
j rnotber and your mother’s family gave up all chijius or 
roeogintion.* • 


* Never ‘rnwre to see her child t — ’twas a4)itter alterna- 
ti ve, and your poor young mother refused. But, aiai? I 
dire trouble came upon her ; unforeseen calaiTii ties, sick- 
ness, and misfortune, reduced her parents to absolute 
jienury ; and though #ilie laboured perse veringly to win 
bread for them and herself, the struggle ‘Was inotfectual. 
Want and wretchedness effected that which nothing 
else could have done; and Julian’s widow gave you 
up to us, my dear, dear niece, my Ursula!’ 

‘Oh my poor, dear mamma!— where is she. Aunt 
Dosy ? * I cried in an agony of weeping. * And did nut 
grmidmamma save her from starving ? * 

• Yesf Ursula ; your •departed grandmamma did all 
that Ixjnevolonce* required when her wishes w’^ere ac- | 
ceded to respecting you. ShT. extended aid when aid 
w'.'is needed, while your toother’s parents lived ; but 
they are now iw more.’ 

‘But where* is my own mamma, Aunt Dosy?’ I 
||xclaimcHL ‘ Oh keep me not in suspense ! Let mo 
to her : is she alive ? What is there to prevent 
me ‘ going to her if she is alive, now Grandmamma 
Montalban dead ? It was bad of Grandmamma 
Montalban to separate me from my ow'n mamma. 
Why did she use her so ? ’ 

‘Ifush, Ursula ! ’ 

I treniBled at something I read in Aunt I’heodosia’s 
mild eyes, and at the soj^mn tone of her voice. 

‘ Ji ush, Ursula ! is it for yo?/ to eondenm and judge ? — 
t/nn ? X\K»r girl, you may w ell tremble and turn pale ! 
Who but a mother would have nursed and tendeil you, 
as your nursery governess did ? Who — hut a mother i ' 

There was a ringing in my ears, the room swam 
round, and I awoke to life and consciousness again, 
to find myself in the arms of Mrs Rose — Mrs liose no 
nu)re to me or mine, but Hose Montalban, luy father ‘s 
honoured w'idow ! 

1 knelt at Ijer feet in prayer and supplication : nature 
pleaded powerfully in iny bosom, and at length floods 
of genial tears w'ldled forth. Forgiveness — sw'cet wo’d ! 
what precious forgiveness she heaped on her penitent 
daughter ! 

It is not quite a score of yeiArs since she W'as re- 
moved to a better world. Aunt Theodosia took up her 
residence with us, and notwitlis landing bodily infir- 
mity, her lafter end w'as jx^ace. Never more were the 
dark angels fearinl by me. Never inort3 w'as my 
beloved mother separated from my side, for our re- 
union W'as one of perfect felicity. She died in my arms, 
ble.ssu)g me wdth her latest breath, tus a dutiful and 
devoted dangliter. And oh ! what memory of earth 
equals the memory of a dying parent’s Ixmediirtion ! 

Lady Blanche’s housekeeper at the llaff had a know- 
ledge of my mother’s position, and aided her in apply- 
ing for and obtaining the vacant post of nursery 
governess, or attendant on kliss Ursula ; for oh ! the 
mother’s heart yearned irrepressibly towards her off- 
spring; and who was to find out her siH;ret at the 
Grange, where she wuis a stranger?* But Aiuit Dosy 
remembi'red that picture wdiich my father had sliewui 
luir w'ith so much pride and love : onec seen, it w'ivs 
never to be forgotten ; and the beautiful lincimients 
were stamped indelibly on her memory. She knew my 
mother instantaneously, and deeply the discoveiy agi- 
tated and affected her. The conflict w^as severe between 
her sense of duty mid the tender pity she felt. But it 
W'as not injier nature to turu a deaf ear to the niother’s 
prayc48 aiid entreaties ; juid •Aunt Dosy promised not 
to lx*tray tiie secret to the Dowager Mrs Montalban, or 
her*l)rother lOverard, or her sisters, if Mrs Bose, on her 
part, promised never to betray the relationship in which 
she stood to me. It is worthy of remark, that on the 
Very day. when my violent and ungovernable temper 
led me into tiro commission of a heinous offence, the 
sudden passage of iny aged grandmother into eternity 
unsealed Aunt Theodosia’s lips, and permitted the 
revealnicnt whidi, by God’s blessing, changed my e^iil 
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diiposition mtettaHy, and in some measure obli- 
terated my offenibe in a human point of vieiv, by a^brd- 
mg time ^ repentanioe and amendment. 

nfot to all dT us are such momentous wajnings 
vouchsaifedi j*ride and passion' lead to crime; aiM 
Bometimeb* alas I penitence comes too late. 


YOUTHFUL CULTUKE. 

‘ Life went a-Mayiiig 

With Nature, Hope, and Poesy, 

When I was you^g ! ^ ^ 

When I was young 1 Ah, wofuj when ! * ‘ 

Ah, for the changgj Hwiatt now and then ! 

This breathing house not built ilith hands, 

This body that does i»e grievous wrong. 

O’er airy cliffs and glittering sandfi, 

How lightly then it flashed along *4, 

Like those trim skiffs, unknown of yore, 

On winding lakes and rivers wide, 

That ask no aid of sail or oar, 

That fear no spite of wind or tide ! r 
Nought cared this body for wind or weather, 

When Youth and 1 lived iu’t together. 

Flowers are lovely ; Love is flowerlike ; 

Friendship is a sheltering tree ; * 

Oh ! the joys that came down showerlike, 

Of Friendship, Love, ana Liberty, 

Ere 1 was old !* 

So sings Coleridge ; and the same delight in the recol- 
lection of this morning-glory of our life, is the natural 
cxpcrieiico of all persons that have survived tho fine, 
illusions and enjoyments which distinguished it. Yet 
the fascination of yoiitli consists mainly in its expec- 
tancies ; in the hopes, unrealised ambitions, njid aspi- 
rations, wliich have reference to a more advancecl and 
perfected state of being. Of jwsitive contentment, 
satisfaction, or even sciHiblo relish of the moment, 
there is commonly very little. And perhaps tlic rea- 
son of this lies in the fact, that youth is properly, 
and by natural ordainment, a season of preparation — 
a sort of vestibule the nobler temple of completed 
manhood. Taking this to be the case, it is inanifcsily 
desirable that the young sliouhl underg (3 a training 
or cultivation commensurate witli the requirements of 
that maturcT stage of life towards which they are ad- 
vancing, and wherein they will be called upon to dis- 
play their powers in active connection with tho affairs 
and duties of society. True ; and yet there is no re- 
ceived philosopliy of culture, taking account of the 
native capabilities, and aiming to develop them in con- 
formity with fhe law's which govern the formation, and 
promote the grow^tli of mind and character. 

Sensible of there being a gi'cat deflciemy here, w^o 
are pleased to light upon any tolerable attetnpt to 
remedy it ; and such, avo think, is the charHcter of n 
small volume wdiicli has lately been published. It 
bears the title of *A Ditilogiic} on Youth;’* and is 
designed to express the writer’s views in regard to the 
fit and proper training of a modern English gentle- 
man. It is an extren^ly pleasant and sensibly- written 
book, and can be conscientiously rocommcndeci to gene- 
ral attention. To many it will be valuable for its 
opinions and suggestions, and we can promise to all 
w'ho may be disp^ed to read it an inteflectual grati- 
fication. ' , ^ 

Tho author rdijg ej | ^ i ife *bimself as a phy^ciaii some 
time practising!® C^bridge; and informs us, that on 
a certain deligUtftd morning in some by^no month of 
May, ho was prevailed upon to accompany an intelli- 
gent young student, whom he names Eupliranor, in a| 
boating excursion on tlie Cam, wliich was followed up 
by a stroll across the fields to Chesterton ; where, in 
the bowling-green of the Three Tuns* Inn, the con- 
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I versation here recorded was for tlie most jiairfc carried 
on. The plan of the piece is very simple, but at tho 
same time veiy natural and attractive ; reminding one 
of some fine old claajsical com^sition, and having the 
tone of a conversation of ancient times. The turn of 
their discourse appears to have been determined by the 
mention of chivalry^ in connection with the ‘ God#- 
fridus’^ of Kenelm I)igby; a book which Eupliranor 
hack brought with him, and with wliich the doctor ex- 
pressed liimseif to Jie in some degree familiar. It will 
not answer our purpose, nor w'oiild it be (piite becom-' 
ing,* V) follow all the tw istings and digressions of the 
dialogiip; sOj^ by way of breaking ground, w'c shall in- 
troduce a passage quoted from Dighy’s Avork, in oxi)1m- 
nation of the term chivalry ; as, upon a. right under- 
standing of this, nearly the wdiolo of Avhat will follow 
is dependent : — 

‘“Chivalry,” says Digby, “ is only a name for tliat 
general spirit or state of mind Avhieh dis]»oses men to 
generous and heroic actions, and keei)s them con- 
versant Avith all that is^cpitiful and sublime in the 
intellectual and moral A^ihd. It Avill be found that, 
ill the absence of conservative jirincviples, this spirit 
morq generally prevails in yoiitli tlian in the hitt'r i 

periods of men’s life In the history of nations. 

so yoiitli, tlie first period of life, may be considered as 
the heroic; or chivalrous age ; there are feiv so unhappy 
as to have groAvn np Avithout having experienced its 
influciAce, and having derived the advantage of l)eing 
al>Io to cnri(;h their imagination, and to soothe their 
hours of sorrow, Avbh its romantic recollections. . ■ . | 
Every boy and youth is, in his mind and sentiinent, .m ! 
knight, and essentially a son of chivalry. Nnture i.- ; 
fine in him. Nothing but the circumstances of a .sin- 
gular and most degrading system of education can cwr 
totally destroy tlie action of tliis general hiAv ; ther(‘- 
fore, so long as there h.as hc^en, or shall lie, young men 
to grow' nj) to maturity, ancl until all youthful life 
shall he dead, and its source Avit tiered up for ev('r, so | 
long must there have hceivand must there continue to t 
be, the spirit of not do cliLvalry.” ’ i 

After this there folloiys (intermingled with idoasMut ! 
desultory talk) a brilliant description of the qualities 1 
of youth., druAvn from Aristotle; and then a l)ri!<k dis- ■ 
pute on the .signification of llacon’s saying, tliat M't«r i 
the moral part, youth will liaA'c the prc-emincnce, i 
age hath for the politic from w liich again tlc' collo- , 
qui.sts diA"(v*ge into .'i (lisciis.sioji on the nature and I 
peculi.arities of reason. Our main object, howoA'er, is | 
practical education ; and liere begins the discwission. 

‘“Come, dock'-w:” said haiphranor suddenly, “you j 
who find such fault Avith others’ education, sliall tell me ! 
how' you Avould bring up a young knight, till you turnc'd ! 
him out of your hands a man.” 

‘“My dear folloAv,” 1 answered, “like other fault- ; 
finders, I ha\'e nothing better^ propose. ]*(‘f)ple know' : 
Avell enough how to inan.'ige tft^ matters, if the}' will j 
but use their common-sense, ami not la; run away w-ith ! 

by new' fasbiun.s and niistaken interests Heside.s, | 

you know, 1 am only a body doctor, whicb, as we said, 1 
is only half the battle. And then, is your knight to be 
brought up to ^oot partridges, and be a yimtlemau, or 
to carry his prowess out, as we w'ere talking of, into 
some calling ?” “Nay,” sai(l#he, “he must be fitted 
to lea<i in any calling of life. And as wo Imve agreed 
Uiat the spirit of cliivOlry is only the spirit of youth, 
all men and all trades inherit it equally, and cannot, I 

suppose, afford to do without it At all events, if 

we iecido the knight is now to become captain of tailors, 
for instance, wo f^^ould also lift up Uie tailor half way 
to meet him. It Avould require, however, a complete 
recasting of society to give all classes the advantages 
necessary for a ^ompHtc development of opr common 
nature. The tailor must liave a turn at the bat and 
ball, #hile his young captain t^es the shears for an 
hour or two. We must be content to pick up our 


CHAMBERS’S EDINBpEGH'J^RNAL. • 235 


hero ill afniiik of life wliero these advantages are at 
hand—an English country' squire’s, say.”' And here 
Euphranor urges the doctor to describe the course of 
training wliich some ima^iiary Sir Lancelot, descended 
from such a parentage, should undergo, and desires liim 
to begin with him ab ovo. • 

• “ Well,” said I, “ if I have any hand in tlie njatter, 
it must certainly be ah ovo; for it is part of my pro- 
lession to herald Sir Lancelot into the world. J#ut 
j'cally, my dear Euphranor, after tiiat process^which 
])crhaps you would not care to hear about), 1 must 
rc])t>at 1 have nothing now to tell you, except jicirfiaps 
SOI no niodical rediies.” , • 

‘ “Never iniiid,” said he, “ toll mo the common sense 
of the matter: that will bo new to me anyhow. Come, 
let ns 8up])ose Sir Lancelot fairly launched into the 
world by your art.” 

‘ “ Hero he is then,” said I; “a very queer-looking, 
stiuoaking luiiii) of flesh as ever you saw, neither flttoxl 
ior sw(frd nor toga. I protest, Eupliranor, he must be 

civeu up to mo and to the imr^>s only Eor some 

time Sir Laiu’olot is littlu else hut a hodt/y so far as 
our treatment of him goes — to be suckled, washed, and 
doiu’J'or.” • 

‘ “ Very well,” said Thiphranor. 

‘ “ By <lcgrces he hi’gins, as you hintod, to use his 
senses — to discriminate .sounds with his ears, objects 
and distances with eyes and hands; arnl so forth, much 
like (>ther animals.” • 

' “ Well, go on.” 

j ' \Vell, then, will you say that, those objects iinpress- 
j 11'.;,’ llK*m.sclves on tlie brain, memory wakes? ‘The 
j IniriK’d cliild drc’ads the fire ; ’ remembers faces, voices, 
j and jH'Vfions ; lik('s some, dislikes otliers, jdiysktdhj at 
I first, and then from cfisfanty and from some glimmer of 
j good afleetion perhaps; luit still much us the boasts 
! that peri si 1.” 

i ‘ “ Oh, bill; .‘./mvm A,” said Euphranor. 

, ‘ “ Well,” 1 answered, “ even speech at first is but an 

organic imitation, like a paritil’s. But 1 have no desire 
to ki’ep Sir Lancelot down among* the bejists: he soon 
lifts his head above them; Ids vords become to himself 
the sign of tldngs, of thoughts; he begins t(» rejlrfy to 
retleet on the past, ami to gvu’ss at tlie futun' from it. 
A short future, indeed, as a short past, scana* extending 
beyond jaisterday’s and lo-morro>v\s dinner. .By and 
; by, too, lie l)egiiis to eollect the ficattered images of' 
: memory, and to ix’cast them in new sliapc.s,»which you 
i call fanty, I believe. And by and by, too, he is drawn 
p 11» from tlie visibh* love and anihority of parents and 
nui’ses. to tlie idea (»f a Father un.siMNV — the Father of 
lii.s lather, Father of all, ^faker of all — who, though wo 
do not see him, sees us, and all we do. and even all we 
vldnk : A\dio lias bill ns obey, love, and honour our 
I i)arenis, tell the trutli, keep our liands from picking 
' and .stealing, and who w^ one d.ay reward or punisli 
I us aeeording a.s we havySone all this.” 

‘“Ililloa, doi^tor,” said Euphranor, smiling, “yon 
; have brought on yonr child at a fine rate, far fa.ster 
j than J should have dared ; in.stilling religion wlien yon 
v\ ere pretending to give him a dose.” 

'“Not l,” 1 answered. “Mamma «id nurse linve 
done it impereeptibly. It is through the mother’.s eyes, 
I'lillenberg finely said, that heaven first beain.s upon a. 
(diild. But, as you say, ne sutor ultra. I return to my 
soothing syrups.” " i 

' But Euiihranor declared that, having onco begun, I 
must go on, ('.arryiiig Sir Lancilot's mind along Avitli 
bis l>ody; especially smee I had given out that itny 
mismanagement of the mind wmuld wjiire the body I 
v’as employed to protect. So I agreed to look after 
our young knight so long as ho was in the women’s 
apartments, “ which was, accordftig to Xenophon (was 
it not ?) for the first seven years of life.” 

* Ettjphranor thought Xenophon reported that as the 
(mcient FerBian •usage. “ But,” wla I, “ I cannot be 


bound to your Aristotelian and BaconfRn terms of 
affection^ reason, and so on, which I perhaps do not 
understand in the sense they do, after 

‘ He told me to use what terms I Hked. “ Well, then,” 

I ^ent on, “ I will the women one general rule ; 
that for those first seven years, Sir Lancelot shall only 
be put to do what he can do easily, without effort either 
of mind or body, whatever his faculties may be, or may 
be called. He shall only meddle with what Plato calls 
the musk of education^ And I went on to say tliat 
luckily, for the first years of life, the bodUy and mental 
music went together. ^ Nurse finding nonsense-songs 
file besf accompaniment to dandling Sir Lancelot in 
her arms, or rocking him to sleep in the cradle ; and 
that from the lyriffal fragment of “ Little Bo-Peep,” the 
progress was easy to the moife dramatic and intellectnal 
“ Death of CocK-Robin ; ” and after that, to stories in 
numerous verse# and pros© about certain good dogs 
Httd cats, and little boys and girls; and even little 
hytans by sweet Jane Taylor and Watts, about the 
Star, and the Daisy, and Him who made them ; all 
which, besides exercising siieech and memory, some- 
times under cover of fable, sometimes in pure, plain- 
spoken afleetion, dispose the mind toward tlie Good, 
the Beautiful, and the Holy. “ Then you know,’ said 
T, “ there arc pictures — ‘ That is the Horse,’ ‘ fliiat is 
the Cat,’ which easily leail to ‘It was an Apple’ — the 
alphabet itself — Newton’s true Principia, after all, as 
Vincent Bourne said.” 

‘ “ Well, then, there he is instituted in lettcJi’.s,” said 
Euphranor. “ But what have you been doing for his j 
bodily exercises all the while?” 

‘ “ Ah, tliere I am more in my element,” I returned ; 

“ and mamma and nurse want quite as much looking 
after in this as in the other matter. They arc too ai>t, 
in the pride of their liearts, to make Sir Lancelot walk 
before he can .stand ; and when lie extn use his legs, will 
not give him verge enough to ply them in.” 

. ' “ Wliat is to be done for him ? ” 

‘ “ Oh, after the due dandling and rocking of first 
infancy, give him a clear stage to^roll in : ho will find 
his own legs when they are strong enough to bear him. 
Then let him romp as much as lie likes; and roar too 
— a great jinj-t of children’s fan, and of groat service, to 
the lungs. And that (beside the fresh air) is so great 
an advantage in sending children to play out-of-door.s, 
they don’t di.sturb the serious and nervous oldens of the 
Ikulsc, who mill the liealth and spirits of thousands by 
‘ Be quiet, child ’ — * Don’t make such a noise, child,’ 
&c.” ’ 

Giir doctor thinks that young Sir Lancflot would he 
much better out-of-doors ‘ in the mud,’ than shut uj) in 
a .sclioolrooni or parlour ; ina.Siiiuch us lie -would bo 
making ‘ ai'quaintance with external nature — sun, 
moon, stars, trees, flowers, stones— .so wholesome in 
tlu^mselves, and the rudiments of so many ologks for 
lioreafter.’ •He recommends, moreover, an early inti- 
nuu’y witli dogs and horses, ‘ wliosc virtues,’ says he, j 
‘ lie would do well to share.’ But at the same time he 
is not insen.siblo to the A Mlue of in-door trahiing, or of 
the eflicacies of personal restraint. A few of his sen- 
tence.? on this point may be wofth pondering : — 

‘ “ He must also learn to submit liimself to order— to 
some daily in-^oor restraint, silonci', and t.ask-worl&— • 
all when he would be out of doors romping ; only let 
there Iks bi#t a little of such cotfiipulsion day by day.” 

‘ “ And V he be refrtwstory even against tliis gentle 
discs^ilme?” ^ ^ 

* “ Then, if the witbdraw^al of confidence and love, 
and appealing to his fkeulty of shame and retnorso, are 
mot enough, a taste of the rod, the compendious symbol 
of might and right. Only, I am quite sure, as a gene- 
ral rule, it is better to lean to the extreme of indul- 
gence than of severity : you at lejast get at truth, if 
ugly truth, by Jetting a c:hUd display his character 
without fbar ; and faults that determine outwardly 
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far more than when repressed to 

ranklo witiiin. Aiiyhpw, the ugUest truth is better than 
tke haiidfi^mest M 

‘To this ^u|ii[>raaor willingly assented; and after a 
tiine said, “ Well, we have now got Sir Lancelot pretty 
fairly^through his first septeniiiad.” 

‘“And what sort of chap do you find him?” 
saidl. 

* “ Nay, he is your child,” answered Euphranor. 

‘ “The very reason,” said I, “why I. should Ik; glad i 
of a neighbour’s candid opinion about him. However, 

I will not say what he is, but only tlial I shall bt; con- 
tent if ho be a jolly little fello^fl*, with rosy chc'tks, ‘and 
a clear eye, with just a little mischVef in it at times : 
passionate perhaps, antJ with ^lis sisters) apt to 

try right by might ; but gCQierous, easily piudficd, ejisily 
repentant, and ready to confess his faults : rather rebel- 
lious against women’s domination, and. against all the 
wraps and gruels they force upon him ; but fond of 
mother, and of good old nurse ; glad to iKigin and end i 
each day with a prayer and a little hymn at their 
knees : decidedly fonder of play than ofiooks ; ratlier 
too fond, it is supposed, of the stable, and of Will 
and Tom there; but submitting, after a little contest, 
to learn a little day by day from books, wliieli lead his 
mind towards hope, affection, generosity, and piety.” 

“ So much for Sir lliancelpt’s first septeniiiju;l,” said 
Euphranor. “ And now for his second.” * 

Erom the course prescribed for the second septenniad, 
we can find space only for a few suggestions, which we 
tliink admirably well deserving of attt'iitioii from all 
the parents and tcacliers in the universe. 

‘ “ There is magnetism in these things. Hoys cannot 
learn of one who has nothing of the boy in him.” 

‘ “Ah, 1, renieniber,” said Euphranor, “how gcHKl Dr 
Arnold insists on that ; " and he quottnl Arnold’s Injau- 
tiful image of the difference between drinking’ from n 
living .si)ring mid a stagnant pond. “ And no donbt,” 
he contiuue(l, “ Skyiliroji’s division of play and work 
pleases you as little as he liimself d(K*8 ? — lus twelve 
hours’ w’ork to two of recreation.” 

‘ I answered, “ It ^nly wants reversing.” 

‘Euphranor looked incredulous, and 1 tt»ld him of a 
table I had lately seen made by a German physiologist, 
who, proposing to begin education at seven years old 
(and not a whit earlier), with hut one liour’s in-d(K)r 
study, keeps adding on an hour every year, so as, hy 
fourteen years' old, tlie boy studies ciglit Jiours out of 
the twenty-four. 

‘ “Distinctions of age,” Euphranor remark etl, “ which, 
ever so good, could not he made in schools.” 

‘ “ They wh'e made, lunvever, in one sclujol,” I re- 
plied— “ ITellenberg’s — the best school, on the wliole, 
tliat I have read of.” 

‘ “ All, he agreed with you, 1 Uiink,” said Kuphnuior ; 

“ how much may lie taught out of doors, and by whole- 
some experiment, in fresh air and exercise. Certainly 
a child may leam to love and obey iwirenls, pastors, 
aind masters, as well in-doors as out ; nay, belter, while 
owdng to them the freedom and happiness he enjoys.” 

• ^ God, too,” said I, “ while enjoying his fields, 
strums, abd ,breeze8,\uite as much a.s when li.stening 
to ^ytiiropis concerning the origin of evil in a stived-up 
room. For Skythrops hate fresh air and open win- 
dows, I am * • 

‘ Euphranor ktughed. “ And then,” said \ “ does not 
your Plato tell na thaf drills, marches, ^and* other 
rhythmical oat-qf-ddpr exercises, beside the good diey 
do the bodyf instil a sensef of order and 

harmonious the soul ? ” 

^ “ And Euphranor went on, “ we niay^, 

supj^6ejpp|0ic^pt’s acquaintanc with nature, having 
begUii^;^ will, go on tO knowledge, in the way of 
some of those olotfies you talked ajbout.” 

* “ Not forgetting that most necessary geology, agri- 
eyltiite,” said I, “ eldest, healthiest, anA most necessary 


of sciences, so loved and practised by the Homan gentle- 
men ill the most heroic of Home.” 

‘ “ And which Ari-stotle says rears up the best pea- 
santry,” said Euphranor ; “ whom, by the way, 1 sup- 
pose you w'ould certainly have your English gentleman 
w'ell acquainted with, especially if he be a landowner.” 

‘ “Ah, to be sure,” 8ai<f 1 ; “ we might have rcmc#i- 
licred before to bring him well iicquaiiitcd with tlie 
po ir — a lesson which children eaiiiiot leam too soon, 
which they will always learn gladly when taught, not 
by dry ^'discourse, but by living experiinont ; especially 
I ill die sweet fields and clean country cottages.” 

‘ Here, hoyvcver, Euphranor broke in, declaring how 
often he had heard me declaim against Skytlirojneal 
tutors, who would not leave their victims alone even 
during their scanty play-hours, hut inu.st imrsin* tlunn 
with exhortations still, and soil even tlie fair page of 
nature with their running coninientaries. 

‘Towdiich 1 answered, there was di.serotion in this 
as ill otlicv things ; that no doubt eliiUlren ought .to 
liavn* imieh time given^p to the mo.st unreasonabli* 
sport^ — to the most totiu^rest of mind ; that the n‘al 
fault of the Skythroiiicnl sec t w as not so imicli coin- 
biiii|ig instruction with reei-eation, hut instruction, 
w’^hich negatived all reereution — dry tlu'ory, whether of 
I science or morals. Anyhow, 1 w^ould nnudi rather 
I carry the experiments of the fiehls into tlie school-room, 
than the thcorii'S of tlie seliool-room into the fielcls. 

‘“ We are agreed, however, to have some books and 
some in-door study,” said Kupliranor, smiling: “ wlnit 
sliall they be?” 

“ Oh,” said I, “ the records of good and great men, 
following properly on those of great tlogs Jind good 
horscjs w’e 8|»oke of before ; not tlieorie.s of heroic virtiu', 
but living examples of it — us found in onr own liistories, 
ill translations from others, then in Cornelius Nepos, 
Livy, Ciesar, iiinl so on to old Homer liimself. h'or 
wdiere is tlie schoolboy who docs not siile witli lIcMdor 
or Achilles, Greek or Trojnri? Then there is Virgil, 
witli his seedy A^hieas, but lovely, viTiiul Georgies, 
w’elcomc whether iu school-room or field; and Gvid's 
stories of wonder.” 

‘ ^Vhicll Plato says is the father of ])liilosopliv," 
said Euidiranor; “ to which, I siqijiosi', you will lesul 
up Sir Lancelot in good tiling, though scarcely j>erh;ips 
in ln.s second septenniad. lUit, dfx'tor, we have uii- 
aware.s got him into Latin and Greek, a thing only to 
be done by very liard work in gramniar, in itself about 
as difficult a theory as may lie. J am sure I now’ 
w’oniler at the jargon I had to learn und rei*eiit when I 
was a ]Ktyj and ^mly now, in hai>py hour, light uiion 
the reason of tlie rides 1 rejieated ineclianically.” 

‘“True,” said 1, “but you were only expected, 1 
liope, to use tJiem nn^dianicaily ; ascertaining the ililfe- 
rent parUs of speech, and then liow’ a verb governs an 
accusative, and an adjectivt-iigri-es w ith a noun ; to all 
wdiich relations you are guideHJjy certain terminations 
<if«.«r, </, w///, and </o, das^ dal; and so on, till you are 
able to put the scattertnl w’ords together, and so ford 
through a sentence. And the repetition by heart of 
those rules fixed tliom in your mind, and w'as a proper 
exercise for yo^ memory.” 

‘ “ We must not forget arithmetic also,” said Ihiphra- 
iior, “ where, hy the by, the rtjlcs are also used mecha- 
nically at tlK‘ time, to be undm’stood iK*rhai>s after- 
wards, just as those of grammar. Well, so much for 
mr Lancelot’s studies in lus second septemnad ; and 
now for lus bodily ex^cises ; I suppose they advance 
prQiiorlionably in labour and energy ?”•’ 

The bodily eajprcises recommended are principally 
those manly English sports and activities wdiich are 
commonly cultivated in the ranks of life to wdiieh the 
imaginary Sir Lancekt is represented to belong. Our 
author holdA that youth can ‘ only grow strong in bmly 
and ^ul by such exercises as carry danger along with 
them;* and he is quite unsparing in Aiis contempt for 
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all sorts of licrvoiis caution and cfferriinacy. lie hates 
a milksop as strongly as tho British farmer hates a 
‘foreigner,’ and has the ^rue English admiration for 
pluck and manliness. 

‘All strong exercise,* says he, ‘is more or less dan* 
gcrous; in digging, rowing, running, wo may fprain,' 
strd.in, and nipture, if we do not break limbs. 1'here 
is no end to finding out dangers if you •look for them. 

And as for courage, which is the strength of sc/hl, 

I speak of, some men are born witli^it under a^lucky 
star, and, the phrenologists say, under a good const^d- 
hition of humps. But even then it will require exiftaso 
to keej) it in re])air. But if men have it not naturally, 
how is it to he acquired except in tlie demand for it? — 
that is to say, in tlanger ; and to 1)0 laid in in youth, 
while the mind is growing, and capable of nerving, so 
as to biicomci a hubit ol‘ tlic soql, and to act with the 

force and readiness of instinct? For liere. comes 

the ancient dilVcrence ImUwcoii rcsolvimj and doim/ ; 
Avliich l?ltter is what wc want, ^^hiy, you know', the 
liabit of resolving without (as wc do necessarily 

in facing dangers and trials^n books and in the closet), 
is worse for ns than never resolving at all ; inasmuch 
as it gradually snaps the natural coiiiiection betwl*eii 
thouglit and deed. And tlien if this closet courage 
could certairdy brace us up to atiy long-foreseen t'lner- 
geney, would it help tis at any sudden pinch of aechlent, 
of wldeh life is full, atnl for which our knight must 
assuredly he pn'pared ? I nicaii, when there is no^iine 
to iiKflr }(p our niiuds^ Imt the mind must act at once 
ready made.’ • 

'I he lialat wliich is called /iresrurr. of mind, the author 
conceives, is best cull i vat ed under circumstances of 
ditficulty and danger; and he liohls all the risks and 
eoiiweiiuenecs quite lightly. ‘ What, after all,’ says he, 

‘ is the amount of danger in all the liunting, wrestling, 
])oating, i.<c. lliat a hoy goes through? llalt-a-dozcn 
hoys are drowju d, )ialf-a-dozen .shot instead of rabbits 
by their friends, lialf-a-dozeu get broken arms or collar- 
bones by fall.'< from ponies, iif the cotirsc of the year ; 
and fiu this little loll i)aid to death, liow large a i)ro- 
portiou of the gentry of this evuntry are brought tip 
manfully, littisl for jjoace or war! If I have to do with 
Sir Lancelot, he sliall take his chance, either to grow 
np a man fit to live, or to die honourably in striving 
towards it. And so 1 leave him at the end of Ids 
second scjiUmniad.’ 

Here, too, we must leave, him. We do iioUprofess to 
have selected the Ix’St pa.ssages froip tlio work, but 
only such a» could l)C most easily detached ; nor indeed 
do we lliiuk it possible to convey au*Mitequaie impres- 
sion of its excellences by mere extracts at all. It ought ' 
to he read as a whole ; for it is really (on a small scale) 
an artistic composition, and the beauty of its parts is 
naturally dependent upon the connection in which they 
stand ro.speclively wdtli ^.‘Ji other — like the limbs and 
l)rop()rtion8 of a statue^ whose general attitude and 
I'xpression aiv not rccognisabh! from the mere work- 
manship of the disjointed lueuilKiTs. The book, Ixsides, 
will well repay perusal, and we believe that any one 
whv> may turn to it upon our recommendation will even 
thank ns for bringing it under notice, m 

GLASGOW IN TIIe LAST CENTUliV. 

SECOND article. I 

The relief and elevation whicli an inAision of literary 
society is calculated to give to community mainly 
engaged in tho pursuits of material industry, w'as 
strikingly shewn in Glasgow in the laft century. The 
university then contained a remarkable clu.ster of 
eminent nuui, wdio seem to liav# mingled in an easy 
manner with the mercantile citizens. Most of them 
M^cre what is called characters / that is, they had each 
sometlilng i>eculiar in drj^ss, mpner, or habits, which 


attracted general attention. Mixing frceljr with th^ 
fcllow-citiiens at the social board, in the clul^-room, 6r 
at the whist-table, their eccentricities became matter of 
faq|iliar observation ai^l daily talk with the rest of the 
community; and many, accordingly, were the anec- 
dotes I heard of them in my early days. 

By nothing, I think, had these been more 

generally characterised than by absence of mind. There 
was a certain clergyman named M‘Laiirin, who seems 
to have carried off the palm in this respect from his 
CQntempvaries. He wuts a brother of the celebrated 
mathematician of this name, and really, in his time and 
place, a man of eminence. So^ioted was ho for the 
peculiarity in question, tlu^ I suspect some of the 
stories told of JAn must liave been the invention of 
contemporary w«gs w'cll ac!quainted with his failing, 
^tthis kind I am inclined to think was tho stori / — 
vcry'current, however — of his having gone up on the 
street one daj^ to a parishioner in humble life, who 
knew his minister well, and whom he addressed with 
the startling question, ‘ Thomas, is your name John?’ 

One evening, at the house of his son-in-law and 
biographer,* Dr Gillies, when in profound meditation, 
he happened to see the w)rd TEA inscribed in large 
charactcr.s on a canister i>laccd on the sideboard. 
After looking at this mystical word for some time, 
without luiving the slightest idea of what it meant, 
he began to spidl it audibly TEA — T-E-A ; he then 
made a dissyllable of it— TE-A; but all to Jio purpose. 
At la.st, totally baffled, he turned to Dr Gillies— ‘ John,' 
he said, ‘ what Greek word is tliat ? * 

Dr Gillic.s, himself a worthy divine, and well known 
in the Church of Scotland by bis writings, seems to have 
been a person of much Inimour ; at least w^e may infer 
as much from his literary contest with a singularly- 
gifted man, JoVm Taylor, tho poet and writihg-master, 
well known in (Basgow at tliis ^leriod. The subject of 
contention was a poem to be addijpmjed to ‘Nonsense* 
(styled a goddess for the nonce), in which the indisiten- 
sable condition w'as, that no one line should contain an 
intelligible idea. The prize proposed for the successful 
candidate was a Icndm crowiu which was to be adjudged 
by Dr IlainilUin, then professor of anatomy at the uni- 
versity. The ttircuinstancc.s which led to this singular 
war of wdts I have never heard, nor whether there 
were more candidates for the prize than the two I have 
mentioned. If there were, it is probable that they soon 
left the field. In adjudging the prize, pr Hamilton 
said: ‘ That it wwld have been diflieult for him to deter- 
mine the ease were it a mere question of aldlity ; hut 
on comparing the poems, it seemed to him that there 
was something like an idea in one of Dr Gillies’s lines ; 
but that Mr Taylor’s verses were totally free from 
any such iniputntion.* Mr Taylor was accordingly 
crowned w’ith due solemnity. 

As I l)elievc the iKXjm was never printed, althotigh it 
made niiieh noise at the time, the following ample 
extracts w ill, it is hoiKjd, be intiresting. In reading 
these verses it must he rw;ollected that their chief 
merit consists in their Ixdng downritjht nonsense — a 
si>ecie8 of wri^ng whicli, however he may fall into it 
unconsciously, any one who sets himself seriously to 
make tlie attemjpt will find it^lifficult to imitate. Tlie 
‘Invocntionf which is the only sensible part of the poem, 
is, I'tliink, ex(;pedingly happy 

INVOCATION. 

• Nonsense! I at thine altar bend, 
liiiploring thou wouldsb condescend 
To be my faithful teacher; 

Whilst I, in Pindar's lofty strain, 


Attempt a precious crown to gain, 
And foil a learned preacher* 



m 




B1?INBUB(3R JrO^BNAL. 


If I 'm f 

With gi»te|iil1ieartj umbrawoui maid I 
Ti& gi0 i 'U long acknowledge : 

Nq iUturaibydats I’ll desire, 

And ere the dawn, thou m^st retire 
- To thine own seat-^THE College. 


Gillies! pear of apple pine, 

Rock of gruel, all divine! 

Hear thy praise by Pluto's ghost, 

Beaming in the eye of Frost. 

Jjo! as starting from liis bifr, * ^ ^ 

Aaron's beard inclines to hear; ^ * 

Seel like hairs of forky wine, 

The frisky Nine, ** 

All barking lika the river Thames; 

The flinty smoke to water brays, 

And straight obeys « 

Whate’er the hand of Gillies dreams. 

Great man grammatic ! at his nod 
The very frogs admire, « 

When stylic, with a water-rod, 

He squeezes Clyde to fire. 

Gillies, up ! when he is down, • 

Trip it till ye fire the moon; 

And with a bold range llRe the mire of Apollo, 

Strip Absence from Candour, and spin us a solo. 
Then down in clouds of solid gold 
The rays of Silence come, 

And gently with their strains enfold 
The lat of Charters’ drum. 

And Gillies with lilies, 

And lilies with Allies, 

Again 

and 

Then. 

Mount on the fervid wheels of rapid Lore, 

And emulous suiqirise the flying Tree, 

To melt the days, and tire the breathing store, 

Of what ne’er was, and what shall ever bo ! 

When lilies, w'alking in thr- vale, 

Consolidate to melted hail. 

Then Gillies, at the lightning’s sound, 

Sets mountains in a pile. 

And bids the solid sea rebound 
Like smoke of icy guile. 

And all the while before, 

They candidly implore 

Old men and maidens new 

To sin the black, and shame the blue. 

Bulls of Bashanl with your horns 
pare the nails of Moses* corns; 

Bats with wings of goose’s quill, 

Gild the stones of Cooper’s Hill. 

While preacVmg the wounding of old Simon Magus, 
To sulphur he blows up the dry river Tagus, 

And Clyde on the back of a carpet of Latin, - 
Is borne up the hil^ that for Greek is awaiting. 

Up starts Methuselah in prose — 

Lo ! through the hills behold his nose, , 

Which knows no size at all ! « 

But. on it sits the song of praise, 

And all its sweetly-swelling rays, ‘ • 

In tears before it fall. ^ 

#' 

While Bacon stars ,pp hills of care, ‘ 

Immensity 

Mr TayloijjiB^ was proverbial, waS 

sometimes to by the youth of the city for ama- 

tory verses, to sent to their sweethearts, which he 
gave with great readiness. A love-sick swain, the son 
ctf a grocer in the High Street, ha(L received several 
of this sort, and was desirous ibr more. Mr 


Taylor, to gt* rid of him, sent in a regular^ZV. and O*. 
account to the father, made out in his ovti beautiful 
handwriting, charging the %9n for * Acrostics on Miss 

——f so much;’ ‘for Paneg3rrics on Miss , so 

4nach,’Ac. The account was delivered to the father, 
who, ‘glancing at it through his Bpectacles, read, 

* Crossticks and Fenugreeks. We diiina deal in dy(!- 
Btufls here, lad,’ he said ; ‘ try Hie neist shop I ’ 

•Taylor was an eccentric geniiis through life, and it 
appealed that he^as not even destined to be buried 
like ordinary mortals. As he was universally known 
and* esteemed, his funeral was attended by the most 
respcfftabla inhabitants ; but on coming to the Nurtli- 
West Churchyard, wliere he was to be interred, it ivas 
found that Ills nephew had forgot to secure a burying- 
place. The late Mr Kirkman Finlay, a distant relative 
of ^Ir Taylor, was fortjiinately present, and, witli that 
promptitude which always distinguislied him, imme- 
diately ordered room to lie made for the coffin in Jiis 
own burying-ground in this churchyard. Next' day tfie 
following verses were Gir|^ulated, and were afterwards 
attributed to tlie pen of James Graliame, the amiable 
author of ‘ The Sabbath : ’ — 

•• 

* When the corpse of John Taylor approached the church- 

yard, 

Mother Earth would not open her portal ; 

P'or why ? She had heard so much said of the bard, 
verily thought him imiuortal 1 ’ 

Amongst the literary ahsctJnc<f or d:iy-dronmers in 
Glasgow' at this time, was tlie illusirious Adam Smitli, 
professor of moral philosophy in the college. Dr Smith, 
it is well known, had a haint of speaking aloud to him- 
self. In the latter years of liis abode in Glasgow lie took 
a daily ride on horseback for the benefit of Jiis health ; 
and ill one of his monologues, he wu.« ovorlioard to say, 
cliecking bis horse at the same time, ‘ Stop, let us 6i‘e 
what tliis will load to.’ He then romaini'd immovahki 
for some time, ajiparerit]); pursuing the train of Ids o\mi 
thoughts, and totally unconscious of all that was pass- 
ing around liim. 

A late professor at the university told me, that when 
sitting in his i)lace among the ])rofossors on Siiruhiy, 
opiKisite the preaclior in the foroliall, Dr Siuitli Mas 
occasionally seen lo smile during the discourse. 'J'liis 
liehaviour mus never imputed to any irreveremte on 
the doctor’s part. His habits ivere well known, and 
bivS thouglks, it was sui>posed, ucre ‘far, far at sea.”'' 

One of the most distinguished of the brilliant eirele 
of literati in .Glasgow at tliis time M'as Dr Kobert 
Simson, the proh‘ssor of mathematics in the university. 
Thi.s excellent ]>erson M’as also subject to occasionid 
fits of aliscnce in company, which, as his biographe r, 
Dr Trail, informs ns, ‘ contrihuted to tlu' entertaininent 
of hi.s friends, without diminishing their affection and 
re.sp(?ct.’ . ^ ' :r» 

‘The doctor,’ continues the sa’uc writer, ‘in bis 
disi^osition was both cheerful and social ; and his 
conversation, wlien at ease among his IVieiKls, M^as 
animated and various, enricdicd with inncli anecdote, 
especially of Hie literary kind, but .always unaffected. 
One evening in tlie A'cek lie dcvot(‘d to a, club, cliiefly 
of bis OMui selection, which piet in a lavta-n near the 
college. The first part of the evening Mas employed 
in playing the game of whist, of whicli he was jiarti- 
^culArly fond ; but tliongU lie took no small trouble iU 
estimating chances, it was remarked that he was often 
ui^uccessful. The rbst of the evening was spent in 
cheerful conversation, and as ho had some taste for 


♦ In a copy of I.Uicon*B Essays, wlilch wc onoe enconntoroA in 
an auction-room, and wCjich boro tho name of Adam Smith as 
owner of tlio book, the following note, apparently in his hand- 
writiM, appeared at tho close of the dedication ‘ In tlio preface, 
what^ay by some bo thought vanity, is only that laudable and 
innato confldenco that every good man and good writer possesses.' 







muBic, he»did not scruple to amuse hla partj with' a 
song ; and it is said that he was rather fond of singing 
some Greek odes, to ^lich modem music had been 
adapted. On Saturdays he usually dined in the village 
of Anderston, then about a mile ^stant ^m Glasgow, 
with some of the members of his regular ckib, and 
with a variety of other respectable visitors, who fished 
to cultivate the acquaintance and enj(^ the society of 
so eminent a person. In the progress of time, ftom 
his age and character, it became the wish of ^is com- 
pany that everything in tlaese meetings should bo 
directed by liim ; and though his authority, grt)wing 
witli his years, was somewhat absolute, yd^t tl)c good- 
Jmnioiir vitli wdiich it was administered rendered 
it pleasing to everybody, lie had his own chair 
and place at table; he gave instructions about the 
cntertaininont, regulated the time of breaking up, and 
adjusted the expense. These parties, in the years of 
Jiis severe study, Avere a desirable and useful relaxatioBvj 
to liis* mind ; and Ihey coutiniiod to amuse him till 
within a few months of hl?v death. Strict integrity 
and private worth, ’wifff" corresponding purity of 
nmrals, gave the highest value to a character which, 
Iroiii (yther qualities and attaijunents, was muck re- 
spected and estoemed.’ * 

Any anecdotes wliich I have heard of Dr Simson 
autlumticatc the above interesting picture of tliis emi- 
nent person’s liours of relaxation. A late professor of 
.'istroiiomy in the university told me that a friend of 
J )r Sinison’s, meeting him one Saturdny when lie W7is 
lito jilly pari /if; his way to his accwstoined inn in llio 
village of Amlerston, stopped to ask after hia health. I 
‘Stay,’ said the niatlieniatician ; ‘imt your foot here, 
sir’ (pointing to tiie spot where liis progress liad been ! 
arrested)— ‘ 1200 ! Now, sir, what have you to say ?’ 

The i)ortrait of Dr Simson in the Faculty Hall 
repi'cseiits Iiiin as a goodly person, of a fair complexion, 
and very pleasing expression of fe.atures. From the 
dri*s8 and general appearance, it might readily be mis- 
takon for tlic picture of a •country gentleman of the 
period, instead of one of the imlst profound inathe- 
inntieians in Europe. . # 

[Wo may here interpolate an anecdote of Dr Simson, 
wliicli we have hoard in acadcmicial society in Glasgow'. 
The aiiiiablc niatlieniatician had had a protracted 
session in the dub one evening, hut at length he and 
an associate proceeded on their way liomc through the 
college courts. ‘ Simson,’ said liis compaifion impres- 
sively, ‘here is a most extraordinary idienomenon. 
Can you in any way account for it? 1 declare the 
iiioon is rising in the west instead cast!’ ‘Poh, 

poh; ncv'cr mind her,’ siiid Simson, ‘ she has always 
lH?en a. queer jade’ (the actual expression was some- 
what stronger than this) — ‘ let her take her oavii 
way.’] 

Turn we now to unrulier raeinber of this literary 
society — a man of true genius, and in his mathema- 
tical attainments second only to Dr Simson himself, | 
hut in his habits of life how' widely different ! ' 

Dr James Moor, the professor of Greek in the 
university, w'as the son of a teacher in Glasgow. It is 
related of the father that, being deefty enamoured of 
Newtoir.s * I’rineipia,’ and not having wherewdtlial to 
purchase a cojiy, he transcribed tlie wliolo of the book 
with liis own liand — like Fielding’s Parson Adams with 
his ASschylus. Young Moor, under his father’s tuitiorf 
became an excellent mathematician, and carried off the 
fret honours of the university, •where he seems at an 
early pc'Tiod to have attracted the favourable notidb of 
■Dr Simson. After he had finished ^he usual college 
eurriculurn, ho accepted the situation of tutor to Lord 
Boyd, son of the unfortunate En^ of Kilmarnock. This 

* Aooount of tho Life and Writinga of Rob^t Simaon, Ilf:!)., lato 
ProfoBBor of MathemuticB in tho tJnivoTBlty of GloBgow. Bv tho 
Hev. WlJUam TraU. LL.D. &o. Pl>. 75-77. ^ 


young nobleman, it will be recoUectedj •succeeded, in 
right of iiis mother, to the earldom of Errol, and was 
the same who was so much admired as the ^handsome 
Earl of Errol *‘at the coronation of George HI. Moor 
v^s afterwards tutoP to Lord Selkirk, who, as Lord 
Rector of the university, became his warm patron in 
afterlife. With both these young noblemen he tra- 
velled a good deal on the continent. His titled pupils 
procured him access to tho first society in Europe, 
wliich must have improved his knowledge of men and 
manners. Yet it is to be feared that in this situation 
ho imbibed taltes whjph were incompatible with his 
IFuJm'e Independence. 

On his return liome, Mr Mq{)r was appointed libra- 
rian to the collcgR ; and in a few years afterwards, was 
enabled, by the liberality of Cord Selkirk, who advanced 
L.COO for tho pirpose, to secure the succcssorsliip to 
the Greek chai# on the resignation of the then incum- 
m^i. As Greek professor, Moor might have lived happy 
independent ; hut his habits were irregular, his 
expenses exceeded liis income, and he soon experienei'd 
the dis(.‘omfoAs of debt. The following anecdote, which 
was told me by a literary friend well acquainted wdth 
the private liistory of Dr Moor, marks at once the 
character^ of the man, and sliews the diilicultics to 
which he was sometimes reduced. Two satellites of 
tho law, who Jiad beeimnaking a vain search for the 
doctor in his cliambers in the college court, were leaving 
the place in despair of finding him, when Moor, emerging 
from his coiiceahneiit in the garret, bawled out, ‘ Wliore 
should you look for a Greek professor hut in the Attic 
storey ? ’ 

Dr Moor look a warm interest in the pul)lication of 
the Greek and Latin classics at the Glasgow press by 
his brother-in-law, the cclelirated Robert Foifiis — the 
beauty and accuracy of wliich extend*‘d the fame of the 
printer throughout Europe. In particular, Dr Moor and 
his colleague, Professor Moorhead, superintended the 
printing of the famous Glasgow Homer, in four volumes 
folio ; a work of which Gibbon speaks in terms of the 
highest julmiration. Nev’^er was boifk edited with more 
care. In the preface to the ‘ Iliad, ^ which was probably 
wTitten by Dr Moor, although subscribed by Ixith 
editors, wc*aro informed tlmt every proof-sheet w as 
read over six times : twdee by the ordinary corrector of 
the press, once by Andrew Foulis, once by eaeli of tJio 
editors separately, and firiftlly by both conjointly. But 
tliis was not all. I w'as informed by Mr Jteekie, the 
favourite pupil of Dr Moor, and who afterwards became 
possesscfl of some of his mo.st valuable books and 
manuscripts, that the tyx^es of this edition, as they w'erc 
cast 1)3" Mr Wilson, w^ere regularly submitted to Dr 
Moor, and if he w'cre an 3 wva 3 ' di.si>leased with the 
matrices, they were iiumediatel 3 ' throwui into the fire. 
It is greatly to bo himentod tliafc tho maguificent 
edition of Plato projected by Foulis, to which Dr Moor 
had consented to become editor, and^for which he had 
collected many valuable materials, was not carried into 
execution, in consequence of the firm of Messrs Foulis 
having fallen into difficulties. 


CJIBAT COTTAGES. 

In the 'Cdltage Gardener,’ a useful little periodical 
published London, a statenient occurs respecting a 
plan ibr building a cheap clafti of cottages in rural dis- 
tricts, prodded there is a supply of tenacious clay. The 
following desoription is given of a cottage at Enville, near 
Ongai*, in Essex, which was built by its proprietor, Mr 
Clay, assisted by a skilful farm-labourer, and cost only 
^L.IO It is a building, three rooms in length, erected 
at the oomer of a meadow, on a spare nook which could 
not well be turned to any other pio^aVle purpose ; and 
it is a leading feature in it, that, with the exception of 
the deal-boards for the doors and the glaM for &e win- 
dows, the whole of the materials have been produced 
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OTIUM CUM DIGNITATE. 

I IX) not know liow it might liiivc boon with the men 
oi‘ old ; l)ut certainly now-a-d/iys tlie cclc])rnted olinm 
r/nn di(jnitnlpy or state of (flgnilied ease, is not in its 
full sense attainable; that is to say, there may be such 
a reward to human merits us dignity, but assureSly 
there is now no such thing as ease. I was once 
amongst those who look up to the rich as people 
living in luxurious exemption from all work and all 
sacrifice ; hut a nearer observation of their condition 
has shewn me under what a delusion I laboured. The 
I hist<iry of a day in the life of a well-otf gentleman 
I will be jierhaps the best means of expounding tig; case 
I of those who are supposed to lie enjoying the oiinm 
I r'o/i. diiinitdte. It only must be supposed, beforehand, 

: that the iudividnal in question is one endued with the 
I average amount of the natural feelings — humanity, 
j love of approbation, and sense of duty in particular — 
j lor of course it is [Kissible to be a miser, or a scrub, or 
i a snob, and live entirely for dtie’s self; hut then this 
. would be no fair instanee. • 

I Oiir gentleman of wealth and •influence lives for the 
; most part of the year in a. good house in a firstrate 
j quarter in one of the jvrincipal cities of tin; empire. 

: Un(‘ of the first of his troubles is tlie managoinent of 
l! a large establishment, amounting almost to a business 

I I ill itself. As this, however, is a voluntaril^^ineurred 
I trouble, I lay it out of view. The gentleman has 
I breakfasted,* read his newspaper, and retired to bis 
I library Avitb the letters of tlie iiiorntt|;* lie finds in 
j the first place that, besides epistles on his own airairs, 
j easily di'spatclu’d, be lias received three or four from 

various strangers, making polite demands on his g(K)d- 
nafure for iiiforiiuitioii, or ton Jielp towards some public 
^'oject, or requiring liiiii 16 tmter into association with 
some person or party, in order to help out some view 
or interest in which he is supposed to have a seiiti- 
Uh iital participation. Very likely, he is called upon 
:j to take a eoneern in a testimonial to some ineritorious 
individual who has contrived to get so ffi* Bucce.ssfiilly 
and harndessly through lift;, or who has been efficient 
in some department of honorary public service. Or it 
may be that some such person, recently deceased, is 
thought worthy of a monument, for which, in like 
inaimer, interest and aid are detnauded. All these 
matters require thought and decision, and even fo 
^vrite the answers to letters requites a couple of 
hours. Whilst he is so engaged, Ids servant enters 
with a suliscription-book, wliieh lias been banded in 
at the door. An hospital, a disi>ensary, a deaf and 
dumb institution, or a house of refuge for the desti- 
tute, expects hi^ annual contribution. He might 


give nothing, si^ne one will say. "I'rue ; but we 
supposed him to be a person under a sense of 
Ids tiiity to society. He knows there is misery, and 
that he ought, under the compulsion of certain sacred 
principles, to i?id in relieving it. Some sacrifice of 
self must therefore be made. The subscription-book 
has scarcely been gone a quarter of an hour, when a 
bustling gcrtitleman is sliewii in, who salutes himself 
with a most suspicious ^ofusion of iiolitcness, and 
quickly reveals to him that a portrait of some philan- 
thropic person, with whom he has been in some way 
associated, is about to l>e published ; and for this bis 
name is most earnestly desired, not so much as a mere 
unit in the subscription, as in the light of a recommen- 
dation of the thing to others, or to the public at large. 
What can our unfortunate gentleman of wealth and 
influence do but give his three guineas for an India- 
paper proof of this said counterfeit presentment of 
genuine philaiithroi>y ? It is more than he can well 
afford : he has no Avish to possess such a jvor trait ; but 
then h(! is, as you already know, a man of obliging 
disposition, who does not like to giiuif pain or offonee ; 
and so the subscription is inevitable. 

Thus ground is broken for the day. It is by no 
means certain’ that the attacks of this forenoon art; to 
be in behalf of cliaritable institutions or philantliroivie 
portraits. The sympathies of a gentleman of wealth 
and influence are expected to soar far above an<l lx.;> oiid 
the limits of Iwrality, of party, of sect, and of personal 
concerns. The English residents at Jloulogne are 
anxious to establish a school for English ohildreii : an 
ennssary Avanders over England to gather subscriptions. 
A mechanics’ institution in CoriiAvall Avishes to get up a 
library : the secreUiry Avrites to every person who is 
supposed to feel an interest in the illumination of the 
popular mind; requesting aid. A group of well-meaning 
gentlemen arc devoting themselves to tfie conversion of 
the iveasantry of the county of Mayo to Protestantism, 
and all that is Avanted is — funds. Capital things all 
of them ; but, alas for the gentle^nan of wealth and 
influence, that money from him should be so essential 
a prcrcxpiisite ! It seems to him strange that that 
beautiful thing called learning should ho so often 
^treated ^as an article to he siyvplied by charity, wiiile 
its recipientip never hesitate to pay their own money for 
tea, ttigar, clo^Jies, the staff of life, the baculun^^ of 
destruction, or any other tangible article of necessity 
or indulgence. It surprises him, perhaps, that persons 
living so far aAvay should have contrived to find their 
way to him. No matter ; there they are. He lias here, 
as in other cases, good feelings operating upon him. 
Ho Avould fain make some concession to demands 
resting on such wortliy grounds. The probability there^ 
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fore is, that* out of several such attacks, ^curring in 
the cours^i of a few days, ho yields to one, if' not more, 
inferring a certain by no moiins inconsiderable addition 
to that outlay for things inwliich he has no personal 
concern, which, as wo are endeavouring to shew,* so 
greatly distinguishes tlie life of a gentleman of rank and 
influence. 

Our victim has also visitors who beg on their own 
account. A neat, clean-looking, but plainly-dressed 
person is shewn in. It is a case of personal distress — 
no mistake or deception whatever alx>ut it. Irresistible 
certificates are produced to suhstantiiftc gre^ misfor- 
tunes and great needs. A subscriptjon-paper sliews the 
names of scores' of regpectahle persons who have given 
their mites of relief. The geutleinan of rank and influ- 
ence — being also, it will IjI; remembered, a gGntleman of 
bowels — feels for this as for every case of human 
wo. lie has been sorely taxed to-daji* already, and his 
means, after all, are definite. But, on the other hand, 
he hotliiiiks him of his own comfortable appliances of 
all kinds in contrast with the desolation of the appli- 
cant. He feels that he cannot enjoy tile good gifts of 
Providence if lie does not make some sacrifice to such 
a claim ; and he giv'cs accortiingly, though sensible that 
he can ill spiire it. It will bo well for him jf this laise 
be the only one of the kind wliich comes before him 
ere his morning hours arc cH^scd ; and it will be well if 
all the cases which so appear are of equally assured 
good character. But tlu* probability is, that he is 
assailed by one or more persons of doubtful, or v'orso 
than douiitful pretensions, who nevertludess by fair 
appearances, liy volubility, and by observing the rules 
of good-manners, make it almost impossible for him to 
refuse some degree of aid, unless he could bring him- 
sdf to that wliich is perhaps thti most impossible of all 
things with him — downriglit rudones.s. In such cases, 
it becomes a matter of simple calculation, whether to 
give a moderate sum, and so save his own equanimity ; 
or come to a refusal, M'liicli cannot he executed without 
sueli a breach of civility as will leave him in a ruftled, 
distressed, and (h^radcHi state of mind for the day. 
To tliis system of convention the iiolite inomlicants 
are in no small degree indohtod, and well do they 
know it. 

Now let it not lic supposed that we arc here aggre- 
gating in the view of one forenoon’s sacrifices the 
transactions of a wtxik ora month. Let it not be snp- 
pOsSed that such applicants are single spies coming now 
and then. In the case of a gentleman at all conspi- 
cuous in society, and who is rciiuted to have any- 
thing Iwyoml what is required for his own pressing 
needs, no day will pass without one or more such ap- 
plications. The most incredulous may satisfy himself 
of the fact by a walk any forenoon 1 lirougli the l>cst 
streets of any of our large cities. He will never fail to 
See such applicants as I have dcscTibcd walking or 
sauntering abopt, looking at door-plates, and making 
inquiries of porters. Greasy square hooks for charit- 
able subscriptions, i)ortfoUos containing subscription 
prints, and the unmistakable ensigns of petitionary 
poverty, are sure to n\cct the eye every two hundred 
yards. The genteelly and legitimately Mendicant are 
an army, and every good quarter of eveiy town may 
be regarded as a place standing a continual siege. It 
is no unfair estimate, that one-half of the sound ir^s of 
knockers and hells at 4he better class of hoiwes arc 
iVom persons wishing to make some demand upon the 
charity or good-nature of the inmates. , t 

Usually, after , ^ hours of the morning 

at home, the of wealth and influence has to 

go to his qlf’a ^ 4(> make a few calls, or take a little 
ciercise <|r4, benefit of health. Not unlikely, he 
has to his respects to some stranger who has 
brought' Mm a l(^ter of introduction, and to whom 
he is expected to pay attentions. Qr, it .may be, that 
ge has to attend in an ofllcial capacity at a public 


institution, or to call at 'another, in ordtr to make 
fiivour for some poor dependant who has claims upon 
It. Or he may have hcen jnducod to nndertako tlie 
chairmanship of a public meeting for a benevolent 
purpose, where a group of well-meaning people meet 
to exjfrcss their opinion on some abuse or misery of the 
day, ;which, from the hour of their parting, they never 
more think of.* Perhaps his countenance and word are 
rAiuired nt.tlie meeting of some printing club, or other 
literal^ or scientific association, with which one of his 
various tastes has connected him. If lie has allowed 
himfcelf to be at all accessible to such ihanands upon his 
time and patience, scari^ely a day will iiass without one 
of some kind, although his inclinations would lead him 
far away from all such demonstrations and all such 
labours, ICven as he Avalks tlio streets, it will lie ten 
to one against his passing over half a mile Avithout 
meeting some i>ersoii who was just wishing to S(‘e liim, 
in order to ascertain what lie oonid do for such a. per- 
son, or such an object, or to learn his views ivgarding 
sucii a mailer, previous tlu^ intended meeting, wlicre 
of course he would give flis assistance. In a single 
hour of the open air, while innocently seeing after 
soifie little business of Ids own, or merely \va Iking fur 
the sake of roeroation, he Avill find him.s(.‘lf involved in 
aff'airs quite external and inilillereni to him,>elf‘ infer- 
ring tlie writin.g of half-a-ilozeii letters, and a Imrdeidng 
of his mind for several da\s to eum('. He eaiiuut 
even look oA'er an exhibition of pictures, or attiinl 
the exhibition of some ]>rodigy that lias eomc to town 
without cncoiintering diversions of this kind. Tlio 
worst of it is, that he feels liow ineffi'etive are all his 
exertions for the ends pro]K)se(l lo him. The notion 
entertained of both his wealth and l»is inlluence is an 
exaggeration, ’fhe one lags miles iM-ldiul the n'cpiire- 
ments made iqion it, and the otlier nir-ets so many con- 
trary tides from otiicr Christians of Ivis own kidney, as 
to be nearly neutralised. His very good-will towards 
the objects put befiire Idni is a source of vexation to 
him, in tlic continual seiftse which he has of the ineom- 
ixitency of his nu'idis and ]>owers, and the disiqipoint- 
mcht which he is thus. obliged to inflict (;n others. 

I'hc latter part of the day is no iinproi cnu'Jit upon 
the earlier, for it is not any moi-e at Ids own disposal. 
W(‘ shall suppose that he has straiigt rs tt) entertain at 
dinner. Tluw may prove agrcoalile companions, hut it 
is quite as likely tlnw may not. I’robably tlieir .sympa- 
thies and'interests lie far apart from his; yet ho has (o 
enter into these, a.s if they were matters \\ ld<-h feelingly 
concenuxi him. Almost all introdueed pe ople, except- 
ing those who^i^i-^vei merely for jjleasnre, l>ave some 
engrossing puri)ose or object to be ailvanced l>y all 
Iiossiblo means, and Avlfieh gives a turn of egotism to 
their conversation. Our gentleman of rank and inllu- 
ence has to bear the l)runt of tins for hours, witli little 
interiiiipsion of iniscellaneofii.s^.sc‘ourse, and little o])por- 
tuiiity of expressing hi.s owir feelings or opinions; so 
that at the departunj of his visitor, lie is apt to feel as 
if liis ears and understanding had been eiuluring .some 
strange battering process, from which notliing but lime 
and repose can recovcT liim. 

I’crhaps tli# kftornoon of our victim is to l)c devoted 
to iniscellancou.s company, of tliat kind wbicdi is not 
selected by choice or througlf community of feeling, but 
which merely comes in one’s way through the various 
indcscrihable relations of 80 (!iety. The Itost has litth) 
free volition in these matters, lie has only to choose 
between being an ecoentric recluse, and taking his part 
iif scones which do not much interest him. lie has ikjC 
evtjn a choice ifi the style of entertainment, for that is 
marked out and detennined for him by the convention- 
alities of t]>e world judging under a sense of what he 
can or ought to he able to afford. And how often do all 
his %t;8t-meant efforts to promote social pleasure amongst 
friends as vrell as strangers, fail through the merest 
accidents giving them an insuperable air of stiffness or 
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dnlness I Segjed, emperor of Etliiopia, who decreed a gist whose subject of investigation is confined to the 
week of happiness to his court, with what results the latest alluvial formations, and other parts nefJT or upon 
student of old Sam Johtfton will not need to he in- the surface. He seeks for the crania and other bodily 
formed of, was hut a type of the disappointments remains of the carlie^ inhabitants of the earth: ho 


encountered in this way by the unfortunate j>erson 
immediately under our attention. 


gatliers and classifies the works of their hands, and 
other monuments which they have left behind them. 


It appears, in short, that for a gentlen^an of tolcJTably From the whole he constructs a detail, perfectly clear 
good ftjoling towards his fellow-creatures wlio has ^t- as far as it goes, of the succession of races, and their 
tained the envied otium ciim dignitate. there is no such advance in the arts of life, in tlie countries to which his 
thing as case. An independency has no indepeiRlency. investigations refer. In this manner a considerable 
A competency for one’s self is only the mark of a ptirte part of Europe *lm 3 been examined, and the result is 
of panting iiicompetcncy towards others. A man is no certainly* of deep interest. History, we may remind 


sooner satisfied, than he falls into a state of*dcep^^r dis- 
satisfaction. Oh, human life, Avhere are thy joys ? Oh 


tho reader, tells u!f of no ago when men Iiad not the 
use of iron. Eveatlie Britons ^fere thus far advanced 


man, ever to he. blest ! There is an alternative — selfish when, about the commencement of our era, the Romans 
exclusiveness ; but is that an improvcinoiit of the case? broke in upon l4iom. But we now learn from the 


No ; there docs seem to be no refuge for tho fortunate 
holders of prize's in tliis strange, turbulent lottery, from 
tbo frcijli duties nnd burdens wliic-h that very prizc- 
lioldiiig imposes. The wants of otlicrs become the mea- 
sure of our work wliencver^c/ own wants are satisfied. 
Fortune’s minions have to become Frovidcncc’s mis- 


Kseientific autiqu^yy that, in the British islands, as well 
most of the countries of the north and west of 


mill most of the countries of the north and west of 
fflbopc, there were before that time two distinct and 
long- extending epochs, during which men were ad- 
vancing from ruder and simpler state of things. In 
the first, metals were not in use : men made weapons. 


sionaries. It is very curious thus to observe that tlyise tools, and oniaments, of stone, flint, born, and bone, as 
elforts ndiicb a man inalo's for the securing of some- the Polynesian islanders and other savage people of the 
thing coinfortabic* to liimself, tend, il' he be a jicrson of earth are n5w doing. The crania found in tombs wJiere 
ordinary natural feelings, to bring him only into a such relics arc disposed ^-c of a mean typo. This is 
position where be will Ibid that be lives scarcely at all called by antiquaries the Stone Period. Rude as are 
for liimself, but almost entirely for others. It is ^o lie the materials used, much labour and ingenuity appears 
liojied that tlu're arc few -u lio, however tlicy may bo to liavc been expended. Tlio cbipiiing of a small flint 
si'usiifle of tlie ludicrous aspect of the thing, submit to arrow-head must have required the greatest nicety of 


ibi a grudge or a sense of hardship. Most, wc manipulation, and no small amount of time. 


lu'lieve, se(‘ in it an indis])ensab]c compensation to the 
large (‘lass who, wlicther from inferior natural endow- 
ment or the accidents of fortune, liavo not come so well 


polishing (if stone axes and hatchets, and the drilling 
of liolos in them for the insertion of handles, must have 
also heon laborious umh'rtakings. Wo might wondc'r 


oH’ in the nwlve of the world, t )ri tlie other hand, it at the trouble bikeii for such luirposcs, did we not 


would be well for the less fortunate to be aware of tbo 
penalty wliieh rests on those whom they are accus- 
loiiied to regfird as luxuriating in calm repose and inc(‘s- 
sant enjoy meiit. Hid tluy %‘C matters a little more 
< l()sely, tlii'Y would wonder at tlii^ ^aerifi(*('s of means, 
time, trouble, and feelings, wliicii the more fortunate 


remember that in primitive society time and labour arc 
of little value. After this stage of society had endured 
a long timi*, and undergone some minor mutations, a 
higher one sui)erveiies, apparently by the incoming of 
a new race of |»eople. TJiese peopl^knew tbo use of 
metals; they had weapons and tiiols of cast bronzt^, 


men of l iie earth have to be constantly making for and ornaments of gold. From the iiredominance of the 
llu ir IVHow-crcntures, nnd tlie very small bahirme of former nietal„ antiquaries call this tbo Bronze Period. 
trul\" independent, easy, happy existence which remains This also lasted a long time, and underwent many mu- 
over for themselves. As correlative to this observation, tatioirs. It is reasonably argued that tho pooiile who 
lluy would resist many of the invidious and jealous brought in and used bronze instruments were a small- 
feelings vliicli are apt to best'! them, and rcT^ain much bodied people, because their swords are little larger 
more conteiilcd than they usually are u iili their own than good-sized daggers, and the handle is only fitted 
ln(, ^ for the baud of a Avomaii or child of our age. Noav 

both of tliese periods had emne and gone before the 

Tw, Ti I n rri T / I a A' 'vt a t o commeuccmoiit of our written history. The general 

T J! h H 1 & 1 0 It I C A ^ N A 1. b. cxlstciico 

Tiiu last forty years have seen a wondcwful addithm for nations than avX' ivrcviously hud — a result, it may Ik,'. 
made by geology to the history of the earth. AFe have remarked, conformable to that long extension of the 


lliiis been told liow, (luring 


tlie face of the glolic calf#- to be gradually peopled oy 
liibes of the inferior animals, and tbut in a kind of 


suece.ssion of ni,es, pro - Adamite bi.story of tlic ('artb which wo owe to 


geology. • 

The first effort that wc arc aware oT to give, from 


(U'der genc'rally conforming to tlieir place in the scab' of the appropriate materials, a generalised view of the 
being, while as yet man and his uiany^ devices had not history of our island during tlio ages antecedent to 


any existence. Tlie cvidcnc(^ lies in the fossil organic 
remains deposited liberally in the variogj^edimentarily- 


written annals, is now before us iq^a beautiful volume, 
of which tbo title is quoted iKilow.* We arc happy 


formed strata, and in the ascertained order of those to say that it is a hook of extraordinary merit in many 

strata in point of anti(iui<^y. AVliilt^ geology lias been respects; partij-ularly in the lucidity of its scientific 

thus aceomidisliing its wonderful triumphs, society in combinations and inductions, the charm of its style, 

general lias been little aware tliat a set of men have ^and th|g penPect fidelity of it^ many ])ictorial illus- 

be?u seeking, liy investigations of a similar nature, and trations. Tlie subject specially referred to is Scotland ; 

conducted ill a similar s])irit, to ascertain tlio particulars but U^e boolc may be said to apply nearly as well to 

of that part of the history of the earth which lic.s both England And Ireland. To the bulk of tho eom- 

twccii the origin of thes human race am^thc comincuee- munity, who are not aware of the iirocecdings of the 

nieiit of writt(;n liistory. These men are tlio Scientific Society of Northern Anti(iiiaries, or of tlie magnificent 

Anti(iua.rie8 — a group of men very different tVom the museum of antiquities at Copcnliagen, the whole matter 

collectors of nick-naAets, who usetito possess the name' ■ 

in former times. The school took its rise in Denmark, . % 

and Iiim onlv (>f late; snread to Enalaiid and (fiber ^ Tho Archicolof^y an*! Prehistory AnnulB of Pcotland. Bj' 
and mis only ol latc spicaa to i.ngiuua ami otner llonoiary Secretary 5r the Society of A ntiquarioH 

countries. • pi Scotland. Edinburgh ; Sutherland end Knox. 1851. tUoya|* 


The scientific antiquary may ho defined as a gcolo- svo, pp. 7i4, with 201 wootfengravingB.) 
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will be a revelation of the most impressive and inte- 
resting kind. The objects presented to vievJ certainly 
are not so stupendous as tlie antiquities of Egypt and 
Nineveh; but many of them cannot be considered as 
less ancient, and they have the Superior attraction of a 
reference to the early history of our own ancestors. 

Where so large a subject lias to be reviewed within 
such limited space, it is best perhaps to concentrate 
attention upon a few points of particular interest. 
The most ancient class of tombs in our country are 
tliose commonly called in Scotland and Ireland rro/n- 
hitherto supposcui to be Dniidical alt-Ys. 
or more stones of huge size are lirpuglit together, and 
over these is laid one jicrhaps stijl larger, so as to 
leave a space below or within, and here the body was 
deposited. We lately vhsited a crimilech, called the 
Au/d If'urs* Lif\ which exists on tne hrow of a low 
moorish hill near Craigmaddeii in {^Stirlingshire. A 
block of basalt, meiisiiring 18 feet by 11 , and 7 in 
thickness, reposes on two of inferior size, leaving only 
a narrow trianguliir spaee. One views with amaze- 
ment a meclianical arrangemimt demanding so much 
power, and wonders how siicli a jiiece of work could 
be effected in a barbarous ago ! In many instances, 
these clusters of blocks arc Surrounded bj” oiliers stand- 
ing on end in a circle — those circles wliicli are so often 
described as Dniidical temjlies. W(‘ know that they 
arc sepulchres of the Stone l*eriod, from the articles 
usually found beside the body, in those rare instancies 
where they have been left undisturbed. Tiie antiquity 
is so vast, that all recollection of the original purpose 
of the cromlech liad died out; and we may surmise 
from a curious reason, that this had taken place at a 
period which to us may well appear reinotts The 
name is from the Gaelic cromocA, a roof or vault, and 
v.ldch or /cfVi, a stone. Thus wo see it bears no refer- 
ence to sepulture, which the original term applied by 
tlie constructors must undoubtedly have done. It i.s 
sinqdy the descrii)tivo term, which a new people igno- 
rant of the original purj»ose ivould apjdy. Yet that 
new people mustSifive b£*en the Celts, the earliest oc- 
cupants of our country of whom we have any knowledge 
from w ritten Jiistory. 

Mr Wilson gives a curious and lively account of the 
remains of the dw'ellings of the early iuliubitants of 
Scotland, Avithout, hoivover, shewing direct evidence 
for their being of the Stone I’eriod, though lie places 
them under that seclioii of liis w’ork. The climate ha<l 
forced the British barijarian to dig into the earth for 
comfort. AViltshire yet shews remains of lut-dwellings ; 
in Scotland Ihey are of frequent occurronee. ‘AVilJiin 
a few miles of Aberdeen are still seen the reniaina of 
what seem to be the remains of a large grouj) or towm- 
ship of such dwellings. They consist of some hundreds 
of circular walls of two or three feet high, and from 
twelve to twenty feet in diameter. On digging within 
the area, niass4!s of charred wood or ashes, mingled 
with fragments of decayed i)oncs and vegetable matter, 
are generally found ; and their site is frequently dis- 
cernihlc on the brown lieatli, or the gray slope of the 
hill-side, from the rk-licr grow th and brighter green of 
tlie grass.’ The of th<* liouse seems, in those 
eases, to be in the earth, while only the covering w'lis 
exposed to the outer air. Strange to say, in St Kildn, 
the remotest of the Hebrides, the peasantry still live 
in such 8cmi-8ubtcrran0n.11 houses, as if to^repi^sent in< 
this respect the very earliest stage of sodicty in these 
islands. , « 

Another and advanced class of ancient dwellings are 
di.stinguished in Scotland by the name of weemsj signi- 
fying caves ; and these are wholly subterranean. Tlidjr 
abound in the upper parts of Aberdeenshire, near the 
sjiot chosen by mcxliim royalty for its autumnal retreat. 
*Iu general,’ says^Mr Wilson, ^ no external indication 
affords the slightest eliie to their (Jiscovery. To the 
common observer, the dry level heath or moor under 



which they lie presents no appearance of having ever 
been disturbed by tlie hand of man ; and he imiy tra- 
verse the waste until every natural feature has become 
ffimiliar to his eye, without suspecting that underneath 
his very feet lie the dw ellings and dome.stie utensils of 
remote antiquity. 

* The Aberdeenshire weems arc constructed of huge 
■ masses of granite, frequently above six feet in lengtli; 
aifd though .by no means uniform either in internal 
shape for dimensicflis, a gencfal style of con struct ion 
pi^vails throughout the whole. Some of tlieiii have 
bcc*if found upwards of thirty feet long, and from eight 
to nii%c fet9t wide. Tlie walls are made to converge 
towards the top, and the w'liole is roofed in by means 
of the primitive substitute for tbc arch Avhicli charac- 
terises the Cyclopean structures of infant Greece, and 
the vast temples anti palacc.s of ISIexico and Yucatan. 
The luige stones overlap eatrli otlu‘r in succession, until 
tlie intervening space is sufficiently rediiet'd to .'ulniit 
of th(* vault being conqdetetl by a singlt; block extend- } 
ing from side to side. irdrequently | 

smaller chambers attiurhed to t liem, genera I ly approatrl; ed j 
l>y passages not above three feet in height; and it ' 
afRirds a curious evidence of the w'ant of efficicait tools 
in the builders of these* subterranc.'in fitnietures, tiiat 
wliere those side ai>artmcnts are only separated from 
tlie main eliambcr by the tbieknes.s of the Avail, the 
stones, though plaee«l ffiisli with the \valls of the latter, i 
projbet irregularly into the sinall cells, giving them a i 
singularly unshapely and ragged appearance.’ ‘ 'I'be | 
entrance to such ‘bf these siii)terraiu‘an dw'ellings as i 
Inm* been found sufficiently i)erfect to afford indications i 
of their original character, a])j)ear.s to bav(‘ generally j 
been by a slanting doorw ay Is'tween two long upright j 
stones, through whicli the occupant must liavc slid | 
into his dark alnxle. Occasionally a small aperture 1 
ha.s been found at the further cikI, appan*ntly to give ii 
vent to the fire, the charcoal a, slit's of w'hich lie extin- ij 
gui.shcd on the long-deserted lloor. In some a ])assage 
of considerable length lias formed the vestibule ; hut ^ 
so far as iiow' apiiefirs, a solitary apt'rture stTved most 
frequently alike for d^orAvay, ciiimney, ventilator, and 
even window, in so far as any gleam of daylight could 
penetrate into tlie dark(*ne(l vault. One. is forcibly 
reminded, Avhilo groping in these aboriginal n*treats, of 
I'llia’s realisations ol‘ the strange social •stati* to Avhich 
they pertain, in his quaint rliaj)sody on C’andle-light, 

“ oMc pect^iar and housvlio/d planet ! Wanting it, Avliat 
savage unsocial nights must onr ane.e*stors have spent, 
wintering in caAT.s and iiMilluminatcd fasliu*sses ! They 
nui.st haA'o laiff'^i^jout and gruinhh'il at oik* anotlicr in 
the dark. AVhat repartees could hav(‘ jaisscd, Avheii 
you must have felt about for a smile, and handled a 
neighbour’s check to he sure that lie understood it ! 
This accounts for the seriousness of the elder poetry. 

It has a sombre cast, derivAl ^im tlie tradition of tliese 
unlanterned iiiglits I ” Tin* gruA'c humorist goes on 
to picture a siqiper stiCne in these unlighted lialls, ricli 
with truthful imaginings, mingled with his curious but 
thoughtful jests : — 

“ Things that born, when none but the still night, 

And his dumb candle, saw his pinching throes.” 

In truth, those dAvcllings, colistruetcd Awith su(*h lalx)- 
rious ingenuity in every district of Scotland, seem to 
tlirow a strange light upon that dim and remote era to * 
which they Ixilong, giving us some insight into the 
dyracstic habits and 9oeial comforts of a period hereto- 
fore dark as tbeir own unillumiried vaults. 

‘Adjoining nititny of the weems, small earthen enclo- 
sures are discernible ; some of whieli are square, mea- 
suring about flftce% paces each way, with the ar(*a 
someAvhat below the surrounding soil, and have probably 
beeip constructed for folding sluH'p or cattle. Others 
are circular, and .so small us to Iea\e little doubt that 
there must have stootl the sliglit huts, constructed' of 
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turf and l)fanchc*s of trees, in whwi theVarohitect of 
the t*y(;lopc*an Ptructure dwelt during the brief warmth 
of summer, while lie souj.^it refujfe from the frosts and 
snows of our northern winter in the neiglihouring sub- 
terranean retreat. The number of weems frequently 
found together apixuirs altogether inconsifitent w^th the 
itlea of tlieir construction as mere phices of <:oneeal<nent. 
They are manifestly tlie congregated dwellings of a 
social coiumnnity, though strangoly differing from atiy 
that have dwelt in the hnid within the era of authentic 
history. When we compare tiiesc dwellings with tjie 
clay huts still common in many a Highland distriift, or 
witli siieh Immhle Lowland higgings as Uiosc twhicli 
liave won a new saerednoss as the birthplaces of Hogg 
or Burns, it is impossible to overlook the remarkable 
differences iiresentcd by the two stati'S of society, sepa- 
rated not more widely by time tban by variance of 
babits and ideas. How striking is the contrast between 
the artlessness of the Ayrslnre cottage, that sufficed, 
with it^ straw rocjl'. to satisfy the wants of one aiiiong 
the great master-spirits of all times, and the labour 
and ingenuity cxjiended iff"i)rodueing those retreats of 
the Scottish aborigines ! lu nulenesa of result i)crhaps 
botli are on a par. The ingenious and methodic skill, 
however, entirely belongs to tlie old builders. Their 
mode of eonslnieting with huge unhewn stones, fre- 
quently hroiiglit from a (lonsiderable distance, seem.s to 
jioint them out as the areliiteets of that same remote 
vaa in whieh the rtid(‘ monumental standing-stones and 
circular groups of inonolitlis were reared, whicli still 
uhoued in so many districts of thc» Scottish maiulund 
ami surrounding isles.' 

'riiere is something to us singularly imiires.sive in the 
unrecorded existeiiee of the Bronze IVriod, for, different 
from the Stone Age, it was a time of art and taste; 
and yet. letters being wanting, it failed to eornnienio- 
rate itself, and lay hid ftom tlie ken of posterity till its 
tangible relics began to lie gathered and classed. Its 
aiitiquitv, as we have hinted, is great. A Danish auli- 
quurv thinks it lasted about eleven centuries in Ids own 
eoniiliy, one-half of wldcli time avijs antecedent to the 
birth ofClii ist. In our own eountiy, a.s already men- 
tioned, it luul pas.sed away liefore the Romans appeared 
amongst us. Tlie strange legeml of AVayland Smith 
( introduced in acornijited form, and a.s a modern affair, 
in ' Kenilwoi tli ’) i.s thought by Mr Wilson to be the only 
history whicli Ave hnA'cof the introduction of inetaUiirgy 
among the Kuropean eomimudties. It cleavly appears 
from the investigation, that bronze was used for Aveajunis 
befon' iron/'tlie hitti-r being generally found in a condition 
lo.ss Jitted to suggest its nsefuliiess ‘pi;..* metal, and that 
gold Avas a common material for ornanicuts before silver 
Avus in use. The quantity of gold ornaments, as torques 
or twisted hands for the neck and arms, found in Britain 
and Ireland in tombs of this era, is astoidsbing. The 
most prevalent Aveapon wasUhe short leaf-shaped sword, 
Avithout a guard, apparfmtly designed not for fencing 
or cutting, hut solely for stabbing. Another was the 
s]K'ar-head, the moulds for easting whieh have been 
Ibund in this country. It is eoumion to find the sword 
lying broken in the tomb' of its ovuier. ‘ From such 
di.scoYeries,’ says ^Mr Wilson, ‘ Ave are^d to infer that 
one of the last lionours paid to the buried warrior was 
to break liis well-yu’ovedtM capon, and lay it at bis side, 
ere the cist was closed, or the inurned ashes deiKisited 
in the grave, and his old companions in arms pilei!» 
over it the tumulus or memorial cairn. No more 
touching or eloquent tribute of honour breaks uinm 
us amid the curious records of ages long past. The 
elf-bolt and the stono-axo of the ohicr barrow si>cak 
only of the barbarian anticipation of eternal warfare 
beybnd the grave: of skull-l>cakers and draughts of 
bloody wine, such as the untuton!li savage looks forAvard 
to in liis dreams of heaven. But the brolten sword of 
the buried chief s^t'nis to tell of a Avarfare accomplished, 
luid of expected *rest. Doubtless the future Avliich he 


anticipated \)ore faint enough resemblanccf to the “ life 
and immortality” since revealed to men; ^ but the 
broken swonl speaks in unmistakable language of 
elevation and progress, and of nobler* ideas acquired 
Viyttlie old Briton, whcii be no longer deemed it indis- i 
pensable to bear his arms with liim to the elysium of 
bis AA'ild creed.’ 

With regard to the smallness of the sword-handles, 
Mr Wilson says : ‘ One of the most marked ethno- 
logical characteristies of the pure Celtic race, in con- 
tra.st to the Teutonic, is the small Jiands and feet — a 
fcatiirc 1^0 very* jiartially affected by the mingling of 
Teutonic with the^old Celtic blood of Scotland, that 
many of the older baskct-hilted,i Highland swords will 
scarcely admit tl^* hand of a modern Scotchman of 
ordinary size, ^'his has been observed in various 
primitive races, tnd is noted by Mr Stepliens as elia- 
racteristic of tliJl ancient teniple-l)uilder.s of Yucatan. 
iliSIescribing the well-known symbol of the red hand, 
first observed at Hxmal, Mr Stephen remark.s : “ Over 
a cavity in the mortar Averc two conspicuous marks, 
AAdiich afterwaMs stared us in the face in all the ruined 
Vaiildings of the country. They were the prints of a 
rod hand, with the thumb and fingers extended, not 
drawn or painted, hut stamped by the living Jiand, 
the pressure of tlie palm ujion the stone. There Avas 
one striking feature al;mit these hand.s — they were 
exceedingly small. KitluT of our oavu sprojul over j 
and eoinplotely liid them.” This is another of the | 
phy.sical characteristic's of the earlier races well AC'ortliy i 
of further note. Wliile the delicate small hand and foot 1 
arc* orilinarily looked upon as marks of higli- breeding, 
and are justly regardc'd as pertaining to the pi^rfeet 
beauty of tin* femiile form, the opposite are found 
among the masculine distinctions of tlie pure Teutonic 
races — characteristic of tlieir essentially practical and 
aggressive spirit, and arc frequently seen most markedly 
develoiied in the skilful manipulator and ingeiiious 
mechanician. 

‘ 'riie spear-heads of this period arc also marked by 
national distinctive features; the cj^rx'edingly common 
Briti.sh form, for example, Avith loops to secure it to 
the shaft, being unknown in Denmark, and a variety 
of pic*rc*e(l heads ecnnmon in Scotland and Ireland lu*ing 
rarely or ne\'er found in England. So it is Avitli other 
varii'ties of Aveai>ons, implements, and personal orna- 
nieiit.s: some whii'li, c;oninion in Dcainiark, are iinknoAvn 
here, or assume difllTeut forms ; others with which 
we are familiar are unkiioAvn to the Danish nrcha}0- 
logist; Avliile both are in like manner distinguished 
from tlio.se of Germany, Francx*, and ihe soutli of 
Europe. 1 ’he distinctive peculiarities may indeed he 
most aptly compared to thosi^ wliicli mark tlie various 
national developments of medijeval art, and give to 
each an individuality of character without imiiairing the 
essential characteristies of the style. The extent of 
internatiumn communication was only^so much greater 
and more dirc*ct in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
than in tho.se older centuries before the Christian era, 
as to iiroduee a more rapid interchange of thought ami 
exjiericnce. > 

‘ This national individuality, accompanying such re- 
markable correspondenee to a common type, may 
therefore bo assumed as justifying the conclusion, that 
some considerable intercourse must have prevailed 
araoiq^ the’Mifferent races of F^uropc tluriiig that remote 
period to jvlnch AA^e refer ; and hence we are led to 
assv^ie an additional evidence of early civilisation, while 
at the same time no sufficient proof appears to i>oint to 
such a sudden transition as necessarily to lead to the 
XHinclusion that the bronze relics belong entirely to a 
new peoifie. On the contrary, the evidence of slow 
transition is abundantly manifest. The metallurgic 
arts, and the models by which thefts earliest application 
was guided, were in all probability introduced by a 
new race, Avho followed in the wake of the older Avan- 
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dcrors from 'the same Eastern cradle-land of tbe human 
race. But the rude stone moulds, the sand^cast celts 
and palstaves, and tho relics of the primitive forges 
in which they Were wrought, all poiht to aboriginal 
learners slowly acquiring the ifcw art; wliile pcrhfps 
its originators were introducing those works of beau- 
tiful form and great finish and delicacy of workman- 
ship, which the antiquary of the eighteenth century 
could ascribe to none hut the lioman masters of the 
world. 

‘ Mr Worsaae remarks, after pointing out tlie corre- 
spondence, in many re6i)ects, between tlfe bronzy relics of 
Denmark and those of other countries of Europe, tiie^e 
“ prove nothing more flian that certain implements and 
' weapons had the same form among*different nations.” 
And again, “ from these evidences it follows that the 
antiquities belonging to tlie Bronze f eriod, which arc 
found in the diftbrent countries of Eulope, cjm neither 
be attributed exclusively to the Celts, nor to the 
Greeks, Komans, Pliamicians, Sclavonians, nor to the 
Teutonic tribes. They do not l)olong to any one 
people, hut have heiiii used by the ^nost different 
nations at tlie same stage of civilisation ; and there is 
no historical evidence strong enough to prove that the 
Teutonic people were in that respect an, exception. 
The forms and patterns of the various weapons, imple- 
ments, and ornaments, are scrunch alike, because sueli 
forms and patterns are the most natural and the most 
simple. As we saw in the Stone Period how iK'ople at 
the lowest stage of civilisation, by a sort of iiistiuct, 
made their stone iniploinents in tlie same shape, so we 
sec now, in the first traces of a higher civilisation, that 
•they exhibit in the mode of working objects of bronze 
a similar general resemblance.” But arc the forms 
and patterns thus natural and simple ? This argument, 
which abundantly satisfies us as to the universal corre- 
spondence of the majority of tools and weapons of the 
Stone Period, entirely fails when tlius applied to the 
works of the Bronze I’eriod. Tlic former are in most 
cases of the simplest and most rudimentary character : 
the perforated olilfu^g stone for a hammer, the pointed 
flint for an urrow-liead, and the longer edged and 
pointed flint for a knife or spear Huirum intelligence, 
ill its most harharbus state, suggests such simjde de- 
vices with a universality akin to the narrower instincts 
of tlie lower animals. Tlit y are, in truth, raathenui- 
tically demonstrable as tla^ simplest shapes. But the 
beauty and variety of form and decoration in the pro- 
ductions of the Bronze lYrriod liririg them uruler a 
totally different classification. They are work.s of art ; 
and though .undoubtedly exhibiting an indefiiiitcnes.s 
peculiarly characteristic of its partial development, are 
scarcely less rmirked by novel and totally distinct 
forms than the products of the many diflerciit classic, 
mediaeval, or modern schools of de.sigii. llie form of 
the leaf-shai>ed sword, indeed, is unsurpassed in beauty 
by any later (pensive weapon. We are justified, 
therefore, in assuming that the general correspondence 
tra(M3ahle throughout the productions of the Eurojiean 
Bronze Period, affords evidence of considerable inter- 
national intercourse kiving prevailed ; wliile the pecu- 
liarities discoverable on comparing the relics found in 
difibrent countries of Europe, compel us to conclude 
that they are the products of native art, and not manu- 
factures difihsed from some common source. Wc have 
already traced them as pertaining to the lAfantttc era 
of Greece, and may yet hope to find tliemtomong tlio 
indications of primitive Asiatic population, thereby 
supplying a new lipe of evidence in illustration of the 
iiorth-weBtem of the human race, and pro- 
bably also approximation towards tho date* 

of the by which the later nomades 

advfmcoft-;lip^^ tlie coasts of the German Ocean.’ 

P siaiptks afid extracts will serve to convey 
pf the general characterisUcs of . the Stone 
Ages — ^the former rude, and ill provided 


with the coAveniofices of life ; the latter dbnsiderahly 
advanced in the arts, yet still antecedent to the classic 
times. Wo shall probably return to tho subject. 
Meanwliile, wo trust that enough has been said to 
prove our sense of the value of Mr Wilson’s labours, 
and t(f recommend his elegant volume to the notice of 
our rgaders. 

r 

^ THE I 4 OTIIER.ANI) SON. 

iT^was a calm and glorious night in the month of July 
182(T, and tho ruins of St Anne’s Church lay sleeping 
in thc«mooBlight, whilst the shadows of many tall trees 
fell tliickly around it, and, mingling tlieir gloom with 
the dark gravestones which lay crmnbling on all sides, 
imparted an awful solemnity to the spot. The scene 
and hour wore so well udapttsd to silfMicc and medita- 
tion, that a stranger might liave marvelled wherefore so 
many human beings moved along in its immediate 
vicinity at tliis time of night. 

A second glance at the ^>ot would have unravelled 
to him this apparent mystery, for witliin a few }'nrds of 
the ruined chnrcli might he seen a v eil, called after the 
l)atfon saint of the spot, and celehrate<l throughout the 
country for its healing virtues. 

This was an evening more especially devoted to S^t 
Anne; and many votaries W(?ro ha.«ting towards the 
well, with tlic liope of gaining some desired good, or of 
averting .some anticipated evil. Many a iveary knee 
was bent, and msiny a sorrowful lu'int bowed down, 
before that rustic shrine ; and howevia* unfounded their 
hoiKJs might be deemed by the enligli toned looker-on, 
yet it would have required an obtuse heart not to 
sympathise with the variiMl forms of sufrering which 
were there beheld at 8t Anne’s Well. 

One there was among tlu' crowd whoso aspect 
seemed hut little in ac’eordance wiili the spirit of the 
place. Her light, vet lounded form seemed .so full of 
life and vigour ; her firm was so elastic in its tread ; 
her face, although not (lecidcdly haudMorne, was so 
attractive from its d'xpres.sion of cla'crfulne-s juid pea(‘(', 
that one marvelled to'find its possessor lenongst tlie 
sufleriiig and the son'owful. AMiat could oAt: desire 
to obtain at St Anne’s Well? 

j Yet it was evident she \va.s no uninterc.stcd ol>server 
of the ceremonies of the place. As she approached llu' 

! well, she drew from beneath her scarlet cloak a candle, 
i wdiarb, aftl-r having ligliteil, she affixed to the sti-in of 
an aged oak-tree, and bung upon a Imsh already laden 
with votive offerings her humlile gift. After having 
knelt a while inTIfA'vcr, she roix* np, and was leaving tlie 
spot in silence, wlien slie heai;i] la r name wliisjiered hy 
a voice whose tones were so familiar to her, that she 
needed no light to inform her who w.as the .‘<pi^ak(‘r. 

* is it yourself, Denny?’ inquired she smiling. ‘I 
thought the ould woman was had for ye to lave Iut 
to-night I ’ 

* .Slic* has, sure enough, been vCrj'- bad this lilessed 
night; but she lia.s just got to sleep, and is lying 
mighty aisy just now; so T slipiied out to say a word to 
yc, rnavourneen; and it’s yourself that wont be angiy 
with me for thdf^ame.’ 

* And so,’ continued the new-comer — * and so you’ve 
been at tlio well, Anne ? Oeh ! tlien, it’s I tliat would 
be tlnmkful for iver and iver to tlio saint, if she’d h(di> 

a little in our throublc; and sure it would bo no siicli 
great matter for her to do, seeing ye’re her own name- 
sake.’ " 

^Ilush! hushl’ said Anne, in a low and reverent 
tone: * rcmembei^ Denny dear, she is a saint in heaven, 
and can’t demano herself to think of all our consarns.’ 

‘ Then wliy do yo cfuno here at all ? ’ 

‘ Sure, isn’t it my duty ? * replied she, with a look 
of suifirise at her lover. 

Denny, like a wise man, attempted no reply to a 
question which appeared to him unanswerable; and 


responding, rather to his own Uiiu^jghts nhan to the 
maiden’s query, said : ‘ I’d be as happy aAiny duke in 
the land, if I could only scrape together two pounds for 
the marriage money; but 1 can’t do it by any manner of 
manes, if 1 slave ever so hard; for the poor ould woman 
is so bad; that I can’t for the life of me negle^jt her ; 
and she wants me to save money first for a dacent 
funeral for her ; and sure it’s sha that’s dcs&rving 
of all I can do for her, for isn’t she my own mother 

* Ah, thin, ye’re in the right, mj Dennv I and 
it’s yourself that’s always been the best Bon*in the 
parish, and God in heaven will reward ye for it I’* • 

‘And maybe ye will some day bo aftof telljng me 
tluit I’m tlie best husband in tlie parish,* said Denny in 
a jocose tone to his betrothed. 

Whether Anne lieard this last observation wc cannot 
presume to determine; for the lovers having hy this 
time n'uchod her father’s cabin, she liastily bade him 
good-night, saying that her mother would be wondering 
Arliat bad become of lier, as she ought to have been 
home a quarter of an hour earlier. 

Denny, on liis return^rtane to his mother’s cabin, 
which was situated close to the ruined church of St 
Anne, found the old woman sitting up in her btid, #rith 
h(!r hands olasiKMl tiglitly together, wliilst licr body was 
swaying tVom side to side in an attitude of distress, and 
she gfn e utterance in a sort of measured tone to a low 
melancholy wail. 

‘ WJiat is ailing yc now, mother dear?’ inquired 
TVnny, seating himself on a three-legged stool close to 
her ^ide. ‘ If any tiling on earth caw be done to comfort 
} - , isn’t it yer son Denny that would gladly do it for 
.V-?’ 

‘ Thrne for yv, my darlint ; ye’ve always been a 
jewel of a cliild 1o your ouhl mother, and it’s not long 
J'll be here now to throiilde yez ; but afore I go, 
Denny, there's one small matter lies heavy on my ' 

And here she paused a moment to take 

breatli. 

‘ i’erliaps it's the priest^ ye’re wanting?’ inquired 
Denny. • 

‘ N>rra a bit, for he’s been h^'re to-day, ye know, and 
Tve made my sowl, and Unit’s all done; but, Deimy, I 
sljould like to si-e my grave dug in you blessed cliureh- 
yard nfori' 1 die, so that I miglit be sure of the spot 
wJk iv my hones shall rest in pace among the saints.’ 

'i’his ai)peared to Denny a somewhat strange fancy ; 
but he was too good a son to thwart the^^ivhims of a 
dying mother ; so he promised lier that the grave 
should l»e*diig early on tlie ensuing morning, within 
sight of tlie very spot where sln^vas now lying, so 
that slie miglit look out tlirougli the door upon her 
future restingplaee. Paeilic'd by tliis assurance, the 
old woman eouseuted to lie down quietly, and try to 
get some rest. 

■Deiiny rose early on iVie following morning, and, 
halving her asleep, hasAmed to fulfil his promise. Tlie 
grave was dug close to an ancient yew-tree, which, from 
its great ago, waa deemed almost sacred in the iieigli- 
hoiirliood ; and Denny returuod liome ivith the satis- 
iaetory eonviction of having faitht'ully fulfilled his 
p/ii'cnt’s latest wishes. ^ 

A gleam of joy liglited up the withered features of 
Honor O’Donoghoe, wlicn Denny iiifonncd her tliat 
the grave had been dug, according to her desire, in St 
Anne’s Churchyard; ‘and in the holiest spot in tljp 
wliole cluirchyard,' added he, with an air of exulta- 
tion : ‘ jist alongside of the aun^ient yew-tree.’ 

‘ Ah, then I it’s you that liavo ever been a kiud»and 
dutiful child to yer ould mother, aiid may ten thou- 
sand blessings be powered on yer head for the same 
wlien I am dead and gone 1 But Denny, jewel,’ added 
she in a low and wheedling tAic, * there’s w'an thing 
lAore ye must do for me, and that’s tlie vcy last 
throublo I sliall give ye upon airth.’ 

‘ Sure, mothe^ ye know I wont deny yo anything in 


life I can do to comfort ye. What is it,.then, ye are 1 
after wanting now ? ’ I 

‘ Och I-^a thrifle — only a thrifle. I’ve a ccinsate that 
my bones would lie more paccfully in. that grave if I 
ccyld only say my prayers in it afore I die.’ 

‘ Say yer prayers in it I ’ rc-echoed Denny with a 
look of astonishment. ‘Are ye in 3 '^er right sinses, 
mother ? I’m afeard ye’re wandering.’ 

‘ Troth, I’m as right in my sinses as I was this day 
thirty yetirs whin 1 brought yerself into the world; and 
for the memory of that da}", ye’ll not refuse me now 
my jictition.’ « 

• ‘•And^ivdiat is it ye want me to do?* 

‘ Jist to carry nfy old body wrapt up in the blanket 
to the grave ye’vtt dug yonder, itnd let me pray in the 
narrow bed ye have prepared me. It will not then 
seem so strange-liko when I am laid within it after my 
death ; and it \^11 be a blessed thought for yo that yer 
.Jl^ld motlier is lying there in salisfaeiiou and pace.’ 

Tins desire of the old dame seemed to Denny a 
most imaccountablc wliim ; but he resolved not to balk 
! her fancy ; ai^l wrapping her iij) tenderly iji a blanket, 
carried her across the road which lay between tlieir 
calun and the cluirchyard. Entering the sacred pre- 
cincts, he approaclicd the new-made grave, and gently 
deposited Ills Imrden witliiii its narrow bounds. 

‘ My blessings on yqj head for bringing me here !' 
said the old woman, while, an unnatural expression of 
joy and triiimpli ora^o more gleamed across her coiinte- 
nanec. ‘ And now, go home my darlint, and lave me 
alone for half an hour or so, that I may say my prayiM’S 
in pace ; and aftlier that, sure, I can lie. down uiion' my 
bed, and die witliout wan thing in the wide world to 
throuhle me.’ 

Denny, in obedience to his mother’s wishes, retired 
from the grave, and returiK^l to the cabin, where he 
began his inorning meal of potatoes, scasoiKMl with salt ^ 
and hunger. As iie was peeliig one carc'fully witli liis 
thumb and forefinger, so as not to break the iiolislved 
surface, it Buddimly occurred to him that his motlier 
might possibly grow fiiint ^^ lulc lymg thus alone in her 
grave ; so he resolved to cross over the road, and take 
a glance at her without disturbing her devotions. Ac- 
cordingly be climbed noiselessly up the hedge by which 
the churchyard was boumled, and looked anxiously 
towards the spot wliere he had left his mother. Great 
w.as liis astouislimeiit on perceiving that the old woman, 
iiistciul of being engaged in prayer, was busy rooting 
up a corner of lier destined grave. At first, it occurred 
to Jiini that she must he in some kind of fit ; and he 
was on the point of leaping over tlic liedge to offer her 
his aid, when he observed that she glanced anxiously 
around the churchyard, as if fearful of hoing detected 
ill her occmnitioii. Denny’s reverence for his parent 
prevented his attempting to intrude upon her privacy ; 
80 he returned to his cabin, bewildered and perplexed 
by what he Jvad seen. 

At the tunc appointed hy Mrs C)’I:Toiioghoc, her son 
retraced his stciis to the grave*, and found her lying 
wrapped up in her blanket, apparently tranquil and 
comiiosed. As he raised her up in his arms, and was 
bearing lier away from her resiingplaco, he observed 
lier casting an anxious glance towards tlie empty grave, 
ns thougli it possessed some strange sort of interest in 
her eyes. Tiiis uneasy glance often occurred to his 
remembrance during the few following hours, wliieh ho 
passed liis dying motner’s bed. She could not 
boy to lose sight of him for a moment, and if ever he 
approaclied flic open door, her voice would faintly 
summon him hack to her side; ‘Denny, hinny, ye 
wont lave me, will ye ? ’ and quickly was the kind- 
hearted creature oncre more found bending over her 
loivly couch, and administering to her wants. 

But the succeeding night provc^ her last upon earth; 
and as the early dawn broke forth, Denny found himself 
alone with lus*motlier’s lifeless body. He flit weary 
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and oppressed. Even amid his present sorrow, and his 
perplexity as to how he could manage to provide a 
'dacent fiftioral* for his mother, the thought of her 
strange occupation, and of her yet stranger glance on 
the preceding day, reverted continually to his thougly;s. 
He stood at the cabin door, gazing upon the spot where 
■ his parent’s remains were sliortly to be laid ; and ivith- 
out any very definite intention, lie slowly bent lus steps 
towards tlie still vacant grave. He fixed his eyes upon 
that coriM?r wherc the old woman had seemed to busy 
herself upon the preceding day. Tlie soil had evidently 
been disturbed, and carefully pressed dewn again. He 
struck his shillelagh down upon the spot; souAj resist* 
auce offered itself to the stick. He ^knelt down to in- 
vestigate the matter ftiore closely ; tmid after stirring 
the earth a little, what was his astonishment on dis- 
covering a black leathern liiig, careful! j sewed up; and, 
on taking it out, it weighed so heavily, jJiat the thouglit 
at once o(‘curred to him that it must lx; fille<l with 
money. ‘Some ponce,’ thought ho to himself, ‘that 
the poor old soul had saved, and was so foolish as to 
bury here. It couldn’t he much, for sh^ knew that 1 
wantCKl money very badly to get married ; and she never 
would have kept it from* me — she loved me too well for 
that.’ 

While cogitating thus, he rt turned homo, itnd taking 
up his mother’s w'oll-used scissors, cut open the hag. 
On putting in his hand, he artnv out a bright new 
guinea. He stared at it, as if it had bwm a ghost, 
so unexpected and Ix'wildoring was the vision. Again 
he put in his hand, and t(K)k out several coins, each 
one of which proved as valuable ns tlie first. He then 
poured out the contents of the bag upon the wTetebed 
worin-eat( n table, where he and bis luolhcr had eaten 
many a poor and s(!auty meal. He nn koned the pieces, 
and numbered tliirty of them, 'J’hirty guiuoas !~one- 
tentli orwld(;h would have made liim happy <Uiring her 
•liietimc had she given it to him, instead of hoarding it 
with such a jealous and miserly passion ! I’ainful 
thoughts rmshed into Denny ’.s mind. He had so long 
toiled and slaved ^ support her! and it was t/u/s she 
had rew'arded hini,Naving out of his earnings as well 
as her own, with the senseless and wretchwl purpose 
of carrying her treasure to the grave ! Angry 
words rose to Denny’s lips as he bethought himself of 
this ; and he was about to mutter tliom aloud, when his 
eye rested on the cold, pale corpse lying before him. 
Death is a sacred thing, shedding a sort of halo even 
ujion those who in life bore a mean and unworthy 
aspect. Thus it w'as in the jircsent instance. Denny, 
while gazing upon the departed, remembered only that 
she w'as his mother, wiio had nurtured him in infancy, 
and cherished him in youth— who had watched over 
him in sickness, and prided herself in tlie joyous vigour 
of his manhood. Casting aside all unkindly thoughts, 
he counted over his treasure once more, replaced it in 
the bag, and careftilly locked it up in a large w’ooden 
chest, one of tlxwvcry few articles of furniture to be 
found in the cabin. Having done this, Denny turned 
his thoughts to tlie work before him, and resolved that 
his mother should have a ‘fine wake and a handsome 
funeral.’ And so she fiad ; for there w as, as the neigh- 
bours said, *ffreat fun and plenly of dhrink* at Mrs 
O’Donoighoe’s wake'; and long was the proccwjsion, and 
loud the lamentations, at her funeral. • 

All these ceremonies having been duly performed, 
Denny felt the need of cofisolation and companidiship 
in hh lonely cabin ; and to whom should li« look for 
both hut to the kind-hearted damsel whom we iBay 
rememlicr as a humble votary at St Anne’s Well ? lie 
did not eonccjd|to4ier the discovery of his mother’s , 
hoard ; au^ the story of the old woman’s 

avarice^!(|tjEiacd and surprised her, she was too good 
to harbour a bad thought concerning 
tha whom^iey ever mentioned with respect; 
ai]d ^heu one little comfort after onotlicr was provided 


lor her in lidl* nei^iome, she would somotVmes say to 
her hiisbantC: ‘Bure, Denny, it is to yer mother wc’rc 
beholden for nil this docent furniture ; ’ whereon they 
would both intuitively utter*^ n prayer that her soul 
might rest in peace. Nor did they rest satisfied with 
thus reaping for themselves alone the fruits of her 
avarice ; tlie remembrance of their mother’s fault, 
instead of imparting bitterness to their thoughts, ami 
chieing up tjieir hearts towards their fellow-CTcaturea, 
served only to tei^h them tlie true value of money, 
anil its* riglitfiil purpose in life ; and although Denny 
and his wife were probably but indifTercitt theologians, 
they p^pctic(|lly knew tliiit it w'us ‘ more blessed to give 
than to receive.’ Never w'as a sorrowful being si'nt 
aw'ay from their door without a wnird of kindness and 
sympathy — never w'us a needy sufTcrer dismissed with- 
out sharing their simple hospitality. 

About five-niul-twenty years have passed away since 
tlie iieriod of w hich wc have been speaking. Denny and 
Anne are no fictitious pi^rsouages. They are now the 
parents of a large and thriving famil}', and despite llu; 
miseries of their unhappy m-Antry, tliey still cling to 
their native soil ; so that if any of our readers should 
evert chance to visit St Anne’.s Well, they may recog- 
nise in the buxom matron and kind-lu‘arteil master of 
a neighbouring cottage their old and familiar friends, 
Dennis and Anne O’Donoghoo. 


' PANAMA TO CHAGllKS. 

That till the prcseii,t moment so little should have been 
done to form a r(‘gular communication from the Atlan- 
tic to the Pacific by the Islbmus of rannrna, is a marvel 
only to be aceounted for by the fact, that the mission 
of the Spanish raca; seem.s to be to retard eviTything 
that is useful. Halhoa, with his conquering hand, 
crossed the Istlimus to the I’acifii* in lolfi ; and after 
more than three hundred years the route tu'ross the 
narrow tnu'k of land lies in a condition of nature, lu 
1(>0S the Scotch, as is well known, attempted to colonise 
the Isthmus at Darien on. the Atlantic side ; but tliongli 
tiiking valid possession, the jealousy of the Jaiglish 
interfered so a.s to ruin the rising settlement — a cir- 
(‘iirastancc now greatly to be lamented, for a more 
liberal policy would long since have made tin* route to 
Panama th^ higUwuiy of British conunerce. 

Believed from the competition of the Si'Oteh, th(‘ 
Spaniards carried on an intercourse from Pammia to 
Portobello, i)artlyj>y land, and partly by taking 
advantage of rivers on botli sides; and by this line the 
treasures of I’erii were shipix'd for Europe. But the 
discovery of the more (;asy route by Cnix' Horn soon 
cau8e<l Portobcdlo and I^am^ma to be comparatively 
deserted. In Short, the difficid ties of no more tlian 
forty -tliree miles of land and river travel w^ere so 
great, that a sea -voyage of several thousand inih's 
was found to lx; prc‘forable. 

A few years ago it was the fate of the writer of this 
to cross from lUirtama to the east coast; and [is the 
route pursued was pretty much that wdiich is now 
pointed out as preferable by Colonel Lloyd, a leiv 
words respecting the aspect of the country may not be 
tSiacccptablc. 

On glancing at a map of America, it will be seen that 
the meek of laud here alluded to is nnrrow'cst wdiere it 
joins the soutiicAi continent; and it is at this point 
that I’ltnama on the one side, and Portobello on the 
other, are situated, river, the Cliagres, falls into 
the sea at port of Chagres, which is at no great distance 
from Bartobello. On the opposite side, at Panama, a 
river falls into the Pacific. Prom thir head-waters of 



the two rjrers, the distance is onl>> pix nifces ; and here 
the grouiul rises to a height of 2 d 0 feet ^ove the level 
of tlic oociin. This pa^ih of hilly ground is the main 
eiigiiieeriiig difficulty, Cruces and Gorgona may be 
cnlltd two village-stations on the route. ^ 

JjQt US now cross the Isthmus, and see its forests, 
streams, and people ; let us take a glance at the wild 
route by which thousands of emigrants are at proacnt 
weekly hurrying to the land of gcdd. Arrivii^ in the 
B.'iy of Panama, an offshoot of the Pacific, you jnay 
he supposed to have started from your crowded un- 
comfortable lK>rth with tlie blessed news ^n ydur ears 
that you arc now entering Panama Bay ; and on 
reaching the deck the mists of morning are lifting off 
the waters, and an island rises before you, with Iiills 
rising in terraces of luxuriant vegetation to the height 
of a thousand feet. Palms, c(K;oa, and hu nana- trees : 
stretch in unbroken masses from its summit to the sea. 
A village, with an unfailing spring of sweet water, 
from which all the vesstds touching at Panama are 
supl)lied, appears in a sheltered nook beside a c^*oa- 
grove. It is the islantl of Taboga, whieli is to Panama 
what Capri is to Naples, only far more beautiful. vSo 
di'op is tlic water around it, tjiat 3’^ou pass within a 
stone's throw of llie gardens of orange and tamarind 
fringing the beach. All round 3 'ou now spreatLs the 
buy, surrounded bv' green undulating hills, and its 
sparkling swells ridden by flocks W snow-white peli- 
cans. i'o your right, in the distance, arc seen the 
decaying walls of a fort, stretching for a full, luiic along 
the slion; ; in front arc some volcanic islets, steep and 
inatlod with foliage, which, seen through a golden mist, 
present a dreamy and pleasing feature in the vista, 
v^hile he3'on(l the ra3’8 of the morning sun fall in 
bnriiislied tints on the solid stone- w'alls of the town. 
lOnormous canoes, pad<l led l)3^«half-elad negroes, appro:u*h 
the ship, and eoiivev' you ov'cr*the siiallows to llie 
beach, , 

Bussing through the once massive but now crumbling 
l)oiindar3'-w'all8 of Panama, you enter its narrow shady 
streets, and emerge in the Pla/a, or great square. Here 
grass is growing over the pavement, and, lounging at 
the door of n guardliouse, 3'ou sec some wretcJied- 
looking soldiers, w ilhout shoes or stoekiugSB Men and 
things alike speak of (h'generaxry and deca3% The 
eatliedral is a w reck ; not a third of the handsome stone 
elmrehes are now^ in use; and eveg. the private houses 
are not exempt from decay. Some of tlie decaying 
buildings are exceedingly j)ictnre.sque, being partially 
covered with ivy and vines; whilst, rising far above 
the walls, art! to he seen countless tropical plants and 
llowers. Most exquisite oi' these are the ruins 01 tlie 
Jesuit church of San Felipe, which reminds one of the 
Baths of Cartte.alla. The majestic arches spanning the 
nave are laden wdth a wilderness of shrublx*ry and wild 
vines, which fall like a fringe to the very floor. The 
building is roofless ; hut da3dight can scarcely steal in 
through the embowering leaves. s»-( ‘ral Indls, of a 
sweet silvery ring, arc propiKnl up by beams in a dark 
corner ; but from the lo»k of the plai’c, ages s<*em to 
have passed since thc3^ called the crafty brotherhood to 
the oraeioii. A sjilendid eolh‘gi\ left incoinidetc manvi 
years ago, fronts on one of the plazas. Its Corinthian 
pillars luid pilasters of red sanvlstonc are broken and 
crumbling ; and from the crevices at their l)asc sprfug 
‘ luxuriant bananas, shooting their largpe leaves through 
the windows, and folding them around the columns of 
the gateway. So rapid, yet so beautiful is decay in the 
tropics ! 'J'hc private dwelliiigf are lofty, with pro- 
jecting eaves, sometimes witii verandaa in fron^ and 
alw'ays whitewashed. Many of tlioui have patm^ or 
inner courts, as in Old Spain ; the rooms are of great 


heiglit and spaciousness, the walls vety solid; and . 
though the woodwork is almost all rotten o^torn away, 
a comparatively small outlay of money would put the 
town in complete repair. Some Yankees have recently 
established a few hofels and eating-houses; and wdien 
a proper road shall have lieen made across the 
Isthmus, this neglected place will assume a charming 
appearance. 

Few’ jicrsons of pure Spanish descent are here to be 
seen— and tljc few^er the better, considering their no- 
tions and habits. The oppressed are now masters. 
Four-fifths of®tho population are of the negro race; 
•snmller in their proportions, but infinitely less repul- 
sive in ai)pcaram'e than thosr^ of the United States. 
They arc the cai^-icrs of the place, and arc by far tluj 
hardiest and most muscular race on the Isthmus. 
With their leg* and feet bare, and nothing hut a cloth 
i^ound their loins, tlicy carr3^ enormous burthens, step- 
il^ltg along the toilsoint^ and uneven roads with wonder- 
mi. strength and dexterity. They all bear on their hard 
and wrinkled faces the stamp of overtaxed strength ; 
but they sccfii content with their lot, and will doubt- 
less regret the formation of better route, ns tending 
to lessen the vidiie of their services. You hire one of 
tlumi to qjirry your luggage, iiiid a skeleton mule for 
3'oursc‘lf, and set out on your overland journey. 

For a short time afU’P leaving Faiiama it is pleasant 
enough travelling, the iiiirrow’ road l»eing paved with 
large regularl3'-eut stone, the remains of the old Spanish 
higliw.'iy across the Isthmus ; tlien comes abundance of 
sand ; then the road again, but this time a Via M.ala 
indeed. Numbers of the stoiie-fiags have sunk from 
their places, every eavit3' is filled with mud and WMt(>r; 
and it needs incessant and fatiguing exertion to pre- 
vent your mule floundering into tliese pitl’alls and 
quagmires. So execrable is tlui road, that all female 
p ’ssengers have, to don male attire, and stick to their 
mules as they best can ; anu the spectiude is by no 
means uncommon of lady-envigrants peraiidiulatlng 
Faiiama for a day or two thus strangel3" attired, having 
outstripped their luggage. At the jufHrk of the Isthmus, 
where you arc cros.sing, tlie Cordillera is interrupted 
1>3^ some remarkable breaks or nearly level spaces. 'I'lie 
road pa.sses* over the projecting spurs of the main 
chain, and througli dense Ibrests 3a)ur spent nude 
reaches the highest ridge. Do not expect the view of 
a sea on either hand. Above 3’()u s])rcads a roof of 
transpanait green, through wdiieli few rays of the sun- 
light fall — the 011I3' sounds, the chattering of monkeys 
as thc3' crack the palm-nuts, and the scream of parrots 
flying from tree to tree. In the deepest j'avines sjiont 
mules lie d} irig or dead ; and perched on the bouglis 
overhead, the bald vultures wait silently foiv 3^011 to 
pass. Clefts and gulleys, swamps and thickets, seem 
to render the way impassable ; but your mule is steady 
and sure-footed. He slides down almost prcciiiitous 
hanks, brint^ing up all straight at the.,bottom — though 
ipore than once 3-011 go over his head. No fear of liim 
running awaiy : he stands like a brick till you remount, 
artd then resumes his deliberate pace. 

A tw'ent3 -miles* ride brings 3^0*1, thoroughly tired, to 
the mud-plastered aiiic-houses of Cruces — a miserable 
place. The houses are so irregularl3^ scattered, that 
but a small ji^tiun of the town Ix'ars any resemblance 
to a street; juid the whole population is under 900 . 
You glkd next morning vii«en you prepare to leave 
itq for th^ place is dirt3% the climate unhealthy, and 
priops quite oy the Californian scale— two dolku’s for a 
pluto of meat, and two more for cooking it! Tlie worst 
of the journey is now over, for you hero exchange your ! 
miule for a canoe, and the execrable road for the gliding 
bosom of the llio Chagres. At first the current is 
rapid, and os your negro boatuiLm leisurely ply tlicir 
broad paddles, the3’' keep time to Vie Ethiopian melo- 
dies they have^neked up from the emigrants. To 
keep up the excitement, the brandy bottle is haiidorl 
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^und; ond sq;: after mucli pulling, laugliing, ‘and sing- 
ing, we arr^e at Gorgona, at vluch the river £!hagres 
assumes a respectable breadth. ' 

The arrival at €k)rgona is about dusk ; yet there is 
sufficient light to see a number of empty canoof 
moored to the bank, by which you understand that a 
body of upstream emigrants liave already landed, and 
that the ship wliieh brought them awaits you at the 
mouth of the river. The sound of wooden drums pro- 
claims a fandango. Vou are not tired, and proceed to 
the rendezvous. The aristocracy of the little place 
have met in the alcalde’s house ; the pM$ on a level 
green before one of the huts. The dances withifc doors 
and without are the saip^, but there ilsome attempt at 
style by the former class. The hidi^ are dressed in 
white and pink, with flowers in their hair, and waltz 
with a slow ^ace to the music of violins and guitars. 
The alcahle’s daughters are rather prartty, and great 
favourites with the Americans — some of whom join in 
tlio fandango, and go through its voluptuous -mazos at 
the first trial, to the great deliglit of the natives. There 
is less sentiment hut more jollity at the dlmces on the 
grass, though the music tliere is certainly deficient. 
Tfio only accompaniment to tlie wooden drums is the 
* na, na, na,’ of the women — a nasal monotone, which 
few ears have nerve to endure. Those who danco 
longest, and with the most voluptuous spirit, have the 
hats of all the others piled upon them in token of 
.applause. These half- barbarous orgies are seen in the 
pure and splendid light poured down upon the land- 
scape from a vertical moon ; and fljr long the dazzling 
beams and the laughing sliouts of the dancers scare 
away sleep from your comfortless roosting-place. 

Next morning you again embark, and after about an 
hour’s sail your canoe rounds the foot of Monte Cara- 
bali, a bold peak, clothed witli forests ain.1 surnioimted 
with a single splendid palm, and vdiose summit is the 
only one in the province from which seas may he 
seen at once. The sun shines highly and hotly, and 
lying back under the palm-leaf thatch that shades the 
canoe’s stern, you ^tch the shifting scenery through 
which you are swiftly gliding. Hero and tliei'e a 
solitary crocodile is seen baskirig in the sun, while on 
cither hank the foliage seems alive witii parrots, 
macaws, and monkey’s. Notliing in the world is com- 
parable to the forests of the Ilio Chagres. The river, 
broad and witli-a swift current of the sweetest water 
you ever drank, winds between Avails of foliage that 
rise from its very surface. All ilic gorgeous gi’owths 
of an eternal summer are so mingle<l in one impene- 
trable mass, that the eye is bewildered. Blossoms of 
crimson, purple, and yellow, of a form and magnitude 
unknown in the north, are mingled with the leaves; 
and flocks of paroquets and brilliant butterflies circle 
tlirougli the air, like blossoms blown aAvay. Sometimes 
a spike of scarlet flowers is thrust forth like the tongue 
of a serpent, from the heart of some convolution of 
unfolding leaves ; and often the gorgeous creepers and 
pai’o, sites drop trails and streamers of fragrance from 
boughs that shoot half way across the river. Every 
turn of the stream (ftily discloses another and more 
magnificent vista of leaf, hough, and blossom. AU 
outline of the landscape is lost under this deluge of 
vegetation. No trace of the soil is to he toon ; lowland 
and highland are the same ; a mountain is but a higher 
swell of the mass of verdure. As on the Warn, you 
have a sense rather than a perception of beauty. The 
sliarp clear oulliiieil, v0C our home scenery are l^ero 
w’anting, land would be if cleared, 

you cannoiSpi^ upon the scene before you 

with a defiglit, till your brain aches with*] 

the season ; and you close your eyes, overwhelmed 
with the fought Aat all these wonders have been 
iirom the beginning—that year after year takes away 
tup leaf or blossom that is not rcplac>cdf but.the sublime 
of growth and decay is r^ewed for ever. 


- Caoutchou^^ow|ftn the forests, and yout) boatmen 
wear dresses mf waterproof without fold or seam, but 
allowing free play to the limb^ and muscles. It is a 
bountiful provision of nature to grow that substance in 
the region where it is most needed. As you sit gazing 
over stem, a sudden cold wind comes over the 
forests, .and the air is at once darkened. You hear 
the rush and roar of the rain as it comes towards you 
like^tho trampling of a myriad feet on the leaves. 
Shooting under a bmad syciunore, your boatmen make 
fast to the boughs, and the next instant the rain breaks 
over yDu as if the sky had caved in. A dozen lines of 
white elffctrid heat run down from the zenith, folloAvcd 
by crashes of thunder, which you feel tlirobhing in the 
very water beneath you. Wrapped in waterproof, you 
wait in your cool green shelter till the storm blows 
past. 

After six or seven hours’ sailing, you reach Chagres 
at the mouth of the river. The population here, about 
a thousand in all, consists almost wholly of negroes, 
the dirtiest and most indolent of their race. Of all 
filthy towns this is the filthidK. The houses, or rather 
huts, are built of cane ; pigs and naked children nm at 
large«in the streets ; and you cannot walk through any 
part of it without sinking up to the ankles in mnd. 
Such is the impression the place gives one, that two 
persons who had sold off their whole property in tJie 
States, with the intention of settling in California, had 
no sooner sot eyes on Chagres than they detonnined on 
returning home— one of them declaring that nothing 
on earth Avould induce him to cross the Isthmus. ''Die 
climate, moreover, is very deleterious; the sim is blazing 
down on the swami)y shores ; and you joyfully einl)ark 
on boarf! the vessel that awaits you in the shallow bay, 
round the high bluff on wliicb the old castle stands, and 
then, Hurrah for home ! wherever tliat may be. 

Pathless and featureless as tins forest route may 
seem, the United States’ engineers have already sur- 
veyed it, and marktKl a lino for a ‘ plank ’ railway’ But 
the great line of transit, the ‘ pathway of the oeeans/ 
will he some two hurRlrcd and fifty miles fiirtlior north, 
where the San Juan river falls into the Cjiribhenn S( :i. 
The proyvosod route lies up that river into tlie LmIco of 
Nic.aragua, then up a small gtreani into Lnk(' Jicon, 
from Avhence to the Pacific is a distance of ordy t-. ii 
miles, whi(fn Avill be passed by railAvay. Or else, 
diverge from this route at half Avav up Lake Nicaragua, 
and strike tcross tlic level country (only sixteen iniles) 
to the deep Gulf of Papagayo, Avhere shijis of the ]argr’.->( 
tonnage can anchor close to the slunv. Tin's line is 
being carefully cowidered l»y American and Britisli 
engineers, and when finally approved of by them, tlie 
company for working it Avill bo oj)('n to Knglish ami 
States’ shareholders indiscriminately. Anotlu'r of tin- 
six or seven proposed routes, that across the lBtlmui:> 
of Tehuantepec, is worthy oPnotico, as the British have 
there gccurc<l to tliemscdves, from the Mexican govern - 
ment, the sole riglit of jassage; but at ]iresent this 
line is not meeting Avith much siijiport. In fact, to he 
quite successful, tlic route adopted must bo one iu 
which both England and Anierica take an inti-rest; 
for I)e8ide8 the iSetriinent certain to result from any 
rivalry betwixt these powers, tlie mere capital required 
for 80 extensive an undertakihg Avill probably Ikj more 
than cither nation separately can afford to advance, 
fioth for the sake of the undertaking, and for the sake 
of the world, we hope that Britain and the States Avill 
here go hand in hand.® There can he no reason, Iioav - 
cvol*, for confining the transit to only one route; ainl I 
would humbly robmlt a consideration of the advan- 
tages derivable from bo short a passage as that I 
have referred to betv^n Panama and Chagres. The 
en^neering difficult!^ of this latter line are ndt of 
senow im]^rtance, and I apprehend the chief obstatdo 
will be of a xiolitical nature. At all events, the world 
is tired of waiting, and it would be news to hear 
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that grouftd was broken in any oiiwf thJLines of route 
that h ave been pointed out. One thing, ar least, should 
spur on the enterpriset Between St Franeisco and 
Panama several steam-vessels regularly ply, in connec- 
tion with the imperfectly-formed route from Chag|rea. 


THE BIRD OF EVIL .OMEN! 

Though the goddess of wisdom chose the OwP for 
lier own peculiar erablcnn — thougli^he queen qf heaven 
assumed the shape of the eagle-owl, because, as* Al- 
drovandus tells us, she miglit not ‘ take on hersftlf the 
likeness of any small or vulgar bird, but rather be 
embodieil in one whose reign by night was coequal 
with that of the eagle by day’ — ^yet neither the one 
nor the other has been able to rescue the bird from the 
odium caused by its dreary and suspicious habits. 

The eagle-owl {Strix bubo) was supposed by the an- 
cients to bear the same death-announcing messages 
other? of the tribe. Pliny terms it ‘funereal owl,* and 
‘monster of the nighty and Virgil, introducing it 
among the prodigies fofeunning the suicide of Dido, 
makes it 

* coin])lain 

In longthent'd slirick and dire funereal strain.* 

But it is the sercec:h-owl (S. Jlajnmea) which is the 
liend and cliief of all terrors: it was, according to 
( )vid, supposed to destroy young children if tlu^ were 
left unwatched ; and indeed Ilassclgnist, writing in the 
iniildle of the tliirtecnth century, aiJirrns the same thing, 
t’lioagl) he confines his accusation to tlic owls of Syria, 
linperial Rome twice underwent lustration to save her 
from tile direful consequence.s of the visits of tins bird, 
wliieli on one occasion penetrated even to the Capitol. 
With the same view one of thcMii was caught and 
burnt, and its ashes strgwii on the waters of the Tiber. 
And it was us\ial to nail their dead boilies on Hie doors 
of houses, in order to protect its inhabitants from the 
ominous terrors of the living bird. 

If this owl was seen perched (Si a house-top, or flew 
screaming over it, it portondeil the death of some one. 
of the family. Tims when Cluirles Frederick, Duke of 
duliers and Treves, lay dying, the bird remained on his 
roof through all llic light of d.ay, and could not l)c 
driven away. The same idea lu'evails among&t the 
Siamese. In Barbary, it is added, that if the owl 
a])pear fr(an the northward, tiio evil will*not Ijo oon- 
tined to one person, but a plague ensue, which will not 
<lecreastj until the bird of evil omen disappears. And 
in our own land, so great is the ^ilarm excited by the 
sereani of this poor bird, tliat it is much to be feured 
its influence on the weakened nerves of an invalid has 
sometimes caused the death it seemed to prognosticate, 
it is to the owl — which is naturally attracted by the 
liglit in a siek-room — tlia> we may trace the Cyvonitli, 
or night-hag of the Welsh, which is said to come flap- 
ping her leathery wings against the window -frames, 
and slowly elirieking out the name of the dying 
person. 

J\lany are the poetical allusions to this dire inoperty. 
Thus Shaksiieare says — ^ 

■ ■ ' ' Hark I Pooce I 

It was the owl that shrieked — the fatal bellman 
Which gives the stern’st good-night.* 

‘ Out on ye, owls ! • Nothing but songs of death ? ’ * 

‘ While the scritch-owl, scritclytig loud, 

Puts the wretch that lies in wo • 

In remembrance of a shroud.* ^ 

And it gives a peculiar beauty i6 the linos of poor* 
Chatterton — ^ 

•?Iarke ! The raveime flappes hys wlnge 
In the hriered delle helowe ; • 

Harke 1 the (^ethe-owle loud dothe singe, 

To the night-maires as theie goe.* 
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So also is the owl employed in the propTietic and his- 
torical portions of the Scriptures. The tijirty-fourtli 
chapter of Isaiah alone contains four distinct allusions 
to it. 

» The Etliiopians anfl Egyptians used the image of the 
owl as a messenger of death, in the same manner that 
the bull’s head was afterwards used by the Scotch and 
other nations. Wlien this token was sent by the king, 
it was considered a point of loyalty and honour for tlie 
receiver to kill himself immediately ; while any attempt 
to escape from the doom so announced was believed to 
^cq^t aivndelihte stain both on the condemned and on his 
country. Diodorjis Siculus tells of an Egyptian mother 
who actually styiiigled with her girdle the son who 
endeavoured to evade .such an invitation to death. 

And all th^e dismal things are said of the poor 
screech or bnrrJowl, because hU habits are not exactly 
the habits of t^e world at large — because, like an anti- 
l|uary, no building has attractions for him until it lie- 
cMmes a ruin — because he prcfiirs groping in the night to 
moving in the fair liglit of day. And yet ho is a most 
interesting "ffird, and may truly serve as an emblem of 
wisdom, on ficcount of Ids being, as Mr Broderip re- 
marks, ‘ the only bird tliat looks straight forward.’ To 
the fiirinii* and gardener his servhjcs are so in valuable, 
that every one of them should sing, with Master Gold- 
tlired — • 

‘ My blessing on the jolly owl.’ 

When the sun sinks at night, the owd may he seen 
noiselessly sailing over the fields, and heating round 
the hedges ‘like a setting- dog,’ occasionally darting 
dow^n with unerring aim upon a hapless mouse, young 
rat, or other siuall animal, and securing it with his 
foot. The number of tlie.so little destroyers which 
it slays may he appreciated by the fact observed by 
Wliite, that one pair of owls brought a mouse to their 
young ones every five minutes during the hour he 
watclicd them ; while the young liirds remain so long 
in the nest, that there arc frequently three broods, of 
diflerent ages, to he fed at the Barn* time. 

Owls are the fondest and most loving of parents. The 
late Bishop of Norwich mentions that a young eagle- 
owl having l)een taken enptivo in Sweden, and placcfl 
in a licneooi), regularly fed by the two old owls, 
which each night deposited a luirtridge, a nioorfowl, or 
even a young ImuiI), at tlic prison door of their child. 
And Conch tells of a pair of wood-owls 'which an- 
nually built in a certain hollow tree, hut wdiich had 
their young ones stolen from them every season : that 
for manj’^ years they persevered in tlnit confidence in 
man, so often seen in their species; till at Icngtli owl- 
nature could hear it no longer; and when tlio plunderer 
ascended to the nest, the mother-owl, w ith loud cries, 
bore off her sole young one in her claws, and never 
more built in that inhospitable place. 

The hiifn-owd may he ahnost regained as a domestic 
bird : it is very easily tamed, becoming a most grotesque 
and amusing companion; so that no one who has seen 
it in its social momoiils can retain the idea that its 
wdsdom lies in gravity. It may*he added that this owl 
does not forget in its captivity its friends out-of-doors; 
as was proved by Jesse’s owl, .Keeukj which used to 
drag a portic^i of its food along tlie passage, and out of 
the house, to feed a wjld companion, who came every 
cvcnyig to receive the dona Won. 

The w^od or brown owl (^S. striduki) above men- 
tioned, is th(^ species that makes tlie woods resound at 
night with its wdld hut not unmusical bootings — ^lioot- 
ings that sound in answering chorus, sucli as that which 
01)0118 ^Christaber — 

• *Tis the middle of the night by the castle clock, 

And the owls have awakened crowing cock : 

Tu-whit ! Tu-whoo ! 

And hark i the crowing cock, ' • 

How drowsily crew I* . * 



This is distinctively the ‘owl in the ivy bush,’ for there, 
by day, it i^ most usually to be found; and it is even 
more decidedly a night-bird than the bam-owl. 

It seems impossible to trace tlie origin of the saying, 
that this owl was once a bakcr ’8 dauglitcr, who wrfs j 
cliang^ into her present form as a punishment for 
reftising bread to our Saviour when he was uiwn 
earth ; but the fable is alluded to by several authors. 
Shakspearc, for instance, makes Ophelia exclaim : 
‘They say the owl was a baker’s daughter;’ and 
Pletchor, in the ‘ Nice Valour,’ writes ; 

‘ Happy, I say, is he, whose window opens • • • 

To a brown-baker’s chimney: he shall be sure there 
To hear the bird sonihtimes after tw^ight.* 

Brodefip observes that the nurses of his youth altered 
the tradition, making tlie bird an earl’y daughter, who 
was transformed for disobedience, and ever condemned 
to cry — 

‘ Oh ! hoo — hoo — my feet are cold.’ 

Wliile in the north she is advanced to Uie dignity of 
Pharaoh’s dauglitcr — 

‘Oh! 

I once was a king’s daughter, and sat on father’s 
knee, 

But now I am a poor howlctf and hide in a hollow 
tree.* 

In the long cold nights it is most entertaining to listen 
to a conversation of owls : first comes a sad and inquir- 
ing h(K)t, as if to ascertain that all arc within liearing ; 
then sucecc^ds a circumstantial cry, which seems to sug- j 
gest the subject to Vh? discussed ; and this is followed hy ! 
several distant and somewdiat querulous notes. And ! 

! 80, ill every variety of accent and intonation, dm's the ' 
debate continue ; until ixjrhaps some Inuuan listener j 
i boldly takes up the strain, and ventures to speak owl j 
I language in his own voice-- 

I ‘ Why should not one owl whoop to another ?’ 

I Kvon he is recoivedVith iiolitoncss, and his counterfeit 
hoot answered as calmly and dispassionately as il* ho 
were a veritable oavI. Tliis, jioivever, is a pastime 
upon w'liicb he miglit not venture if he were wander- 
ing among the American Indians ; for so great is their 
dread of the /bird, that tliey dare not insult it by 
mimicking its cry ; and they visit Avith their severest 
displeasure those who jircsume to do so. This more 
csiiecially refers to the horned Virginian owl and the 
hawk-owd — the Chmpai-peeihees and ( V/cc/w/«c,s<‘cs(death- 
I bird) of the OrtH; Indians. These names are given in 
consequence of the superstition which iiulucc.s them 
to whistle Avhen they hear it: if the bird becomes 
silent wlien thus challenged, the sjieeily death of the 
inquirer is foretold. This liawk-owd is such an auda- 
cious bird, that it will pounce upon game directly it 
j lias iH'on shot ; akd its habits, as is shewn by the for- 
i mation of its eye, are not so strictly nocturnal ns those 
of the true typical owds. ITic famous (German banditti 
thought it vulgar to wdiistle as a signal : their owlish 
‘ Tu-whoo ’ resounded ttirough tlie forests— a more por- 
tentous cry than that of the bird it imitated. 

The older naturalists assert thatthc owl never drinks; 
but tliis appears very doubtful, though tltey must cer- 
tairily require very little liquid, since White kqpt a wood- 
owl alive for a year witbmit any. This bird, tltough 
it commonly negtlea^ the liollow of a deettyud tree, 
will now and like th» long-hoi^od 

H NSPaeserted nest of a niagjiie, a crow', i 
lal^g a portion of straw' or grass for 
^ gray and queer-looking young ones, *\ 
liotliing so much as a downy puff-ball : 
fing ^>^08, stay contentedly for several 
? loufily Avhen happy, or hissing like a ^ 

I if an intruding liaud appear In their < 

3S8, ; 




The eggs ol an^l are white and globirfar. The 
nest is likew fie strewed w'ith round pellets of rejected 
bones, foatliers, and fur: a fa^t very necessary to be 
know'n by all who wish to keep an owl in captivity, 
for many liave pcTislied from not iiaving these sub- 
stances ^iA'cn to it w'itli its fwd. 

The conformation of the owl is w'cll adapted to its 
habits. Its eyeS iu*e of an enormous size ; and the 
puiiTl is so constructed, that it is capable of consider- 
able expansion aneP contractioU, wdiioh enables it to 
pierpe through the obscurity of the night. Its ear is 
of oxfraordinary dimensions, and groat capacity for 
* hcaringi^ wliiie it is covered Avith an operculum mov- 
able at pleasure. Its feet are armed Avith one serratcnl 
claw, which enables it to secure not only its ordinary 
prey, but even lisiies. And its whole plum.a^* is 
of so soft, light, and yielding a nntun*, tlmt its gliding 
movements are nearly inaudible — a quality which is 
further increased by the formation of the outer quill 
of its w'ing, w'hich is noUihed, so ns to cut tfle air 
as noiselessl}' as possible. In addition to all tliis, some 
species, such as the cagle-o^ and the great snowy 
OAvi (S. are endow'cd with a remarkable dc'gree 

of pw'er and strength ; so that they can w ith case 
carry off a hare, a lamb, or even a faw'ii. 

The owl is a universally distributed bird. In ilic 
icy Nortli, and in the burning lilast ; in the forests of 
the ncAv world, and in tlie citietl plains of tlic old ; in 
Rome,* in Greece, and in the unexplored Australian 
w'ilds— let man turn Avhere he will, still the old faini- 
Uar face meets liis,*an(l tiio aacU- known yet stnrt- 
! ling cry sounds in his ears like a voice from honu*. 

I Hitherto we have sjKikeii of the owl in a living state ; 

; wo must now turn to the manner in wlntrh its dead 
i body has been employed ; for it has liei'ii largely used 
jin charms and incantations. Horace makes it an in- 
gredient in the infenial mixture of (kinidia ; Pro- 
jH'rtins stirs it into liis love - charm ; Ovid m:ik( s 
Mcnlea complete lier drcivdful caldron of ‘wonder 
Avorking juices’ with 

• 

‘A screech-owl’s carcass, and ill-omened , rings ; ’ 

Ben Jonson brings 

* The screech-owl’s eggs, and the feathers hhu;k,’ 

into his; and the ‘ oAvlet’s Aving’ forms a seasoning 
to the broth of the witches in Macheth. 

Such btdilj^ its pi’operties and uses, it is not wonderful 
that some parts of it should U* employed in tlie ancient 
pharnia(.‘<)iKcia. Thus tlic feet, if hurnt witlf tlie her!) 
plumbago, pos.sesseil% power against serpents; the ashes 
of its jMBnotrating eyes w ere fancifully deemed good for 
clearing the sight; wiiile tlie egg of the oavI, and the 
blood of its nestlings, w'ere valuable for preserving the 
liair, and rendering it curly : tliongh I’liqy, considering 
the bird itself an unnatural* prixligy, doubts whether 
any one ever saw its egg, and more esixaiaily w hether 
any one would venture to employ it if found, 'flie 
ashes of the head were also a remedy for that constant, | 
though, according to old iKdiuf, universally-cured dis- i 
ease-disorder of the spleen. : 

Among the mtIRerns, the Italians greatly value tlie 
little CiA'cttn, or C^nli, as it is called in imitation of its ' 
cry, and perhaps a few other bwls, as food ; and they i 
also keep it in their gardens for the purpose of destroy- i 

vermin. In America, both whites and Indians, | 
uotwitlistanding tlieir superstitions, consume great 
numbers of tlio 8nowy*oAvl, tlie flesh of wliich is deli- 
catety white. 

Mr Brodorip, lb wliose resoarchos we arc greatly 
indebted in this pai>er, thinks that much of the ill 
name of the owl may attributed to its known piir- 
tiality for the shrew; for as the shrew is not in^lie 
^best possible odour among the suiwi stitious, ‘ w'hat a 
concatenation of diablerie must our ancestors have | 
believed on o#l to be after a protraefed shrew diet ! ’ j 


air^yMSBRS’s Edinburgh journal.* 

_;L ^ j 

5 citlim as resiilents simplicity of an anchor i 


Britain Ixmsts ten species of the eithm as residents simplicity of an anchorite, and the easy vivacity of a 
or visitors ; and these species range froia the stately man of the world. 


aiul magnificent eagle, ^nd snowy owls, to *the quaint 
and pretty litter owl (^S'. Passerina), wliiidi occasionally, 


During Napoleon’s brief expedition inft» Syria, a 
largo body of bounded Frencli soldii^rs were received 


thougli seldom, leaves its restingiilaco in the chimneys v^ithin the walls of llic convent, and carefully tended 
of Carniola, to spend a season with us. Howe mentions by the brethren — an act of charity which was severely 


a curious custom wliicih formerly prevailed in the west visited by the Turks, who, coming up to Carmel, inur- 
of England on St Valentine’s Day ; tliree single men dcred the Erenchmen, and after pillaging the convent, 
ould go out before sunrise witli a clap-net, to cutch laid it nearly in ruins. Grievous as was this catas- 


iin owl and two sparrows. If they succeeded jii doing trophe in its effect on the poor monks, they fur less 
so, and could bring them uninjured to the door of an lamented their own misery than the departed glory of 
inn before the females of tlie house were up, they ckaimed their beloved donveiit, and its restoration foriped 


three pots of purl in honour of St Valentine, i^id they • * , ,,,, ,, 

might afterwards demand a similar reward at any other Ibcir hope by day, theii^ dream by night, 

house in the neighlxmrliood. But how was tfiis to be accomplished ? A sum of 

The owl is a very long-lived bird— a fact which did L.30,000 was required for ilie purpose. Brother 
not escape the notice of our fathers ; for one of the Charles underfcok to travel throvighout Europe in 
oldest of the Welsh fables tells how an eagle-king, being order to raise %lic necessary fund. Everywhere he met 
desirous of ascertaining tlic age of a certain owl, and : kindness and good-will; and the gentle courtesy 

not hllving the convenience of a legal register, started of his manners, united with a spiritual bonhomie, of 
on a tour of inquiry from sucli animals as were supposed character, and tlie most refined nniveU of expression, 
to he the oKlcsrThliahiflftits. These severally referred won for hint golden opinions among all classes and 
him to others wlio had lived still longer ; and at leiiglh conditions of men. The poor man gave out of liis 
he. ascertained that none hud ever known tint owl poverty, and the more wealthy contributed largely out 
younger, or in anyway dilferent in appearance or voice of their j^mulance ; so that the barefooted Carmelite 
from what sIk’' then was. Then there is another in the rejoiced to find his jiious store increasing diirUig each 
sa?ne collection, which, accounting for the nocturnal step of liis progress. Visions of golden treasure filled 
habits of the owl and bat, and more especially for the his mind as heat length drew nigh to Paris — that great 
scorn with which otlicr birds treat them, teaohes us centre of sociality, where any remarkable man, whether 
how the dove and tlic bat, being on a journey together, monk or philosopher, conjuror or hero, is alike welcomed 
Jind corning late in the evening the dwelling of tlie with acclamation by a peojile who, like the Athenians 
clhcf of the owls, sought and received a shelter; Then, of old, arc ever longing ‘ to tell or to hoar some new 
sujJiier lioing ended, llio hat broke forth into a loud and thing.’ 

laudatory strain on the wisdom and virtues of their Brother Charles described with liumour liis advcii- 
entertaiiier, attiilmting to him qualities which it was turcs iii this gay and brilliant capital, where he ap- 
well known ho never possessed. This over, the dove, peared under the special protection of M. Thiers, who 
with nioilcst dignity, simply thanked the owl for \m professed an ardent zeal for tlie success of UivS charitable 
attentions and liosjntality, on which iMith the Amphi- mission. Brother Cliarles wanted money — a large sum 
Irion and the para.sile Hew violently at her, accusing lier of money. ‘ lie addresses himself to all sorts of notabili- 
of insnlting ingratitude, anti so drove her out into the ties — arti.sts, politicians, Legitimists, ConstituLionalists, 
dark and stormy night. IVlieii the morning dawned, the women of fiusluon, literary huUes» everywhere he is 
dove flew to the court of her king, who, in great wrath, received with cordiality — everywhere he is beset with 
passed an edict, enacting tliat from tlionct'forth the owl compliments — with invitations. Brother Charles is in 
ami tlie hat should m'ver presume to fly abroad until fact a Uon-^the lion of tlic day ; but he has as yet no 
tlic sun was down, under pain of being attacked and suspicion on the subject. A lottery and a concert arc 
IxMfen by all other bird.s. .For a corroboration of this organised for the benefit of Mount Carmel. AVondorful 
trjidilion, we need only observe the conduct of the small promises are made by the artists — of orir/inal paint- 
hirds wlieii a hapless owl — wliich has sowiunierous a ings, orUjinal verses, orhjinal music — only they ai'c not 
fiunily, that the short summer nights will scarcely very careful in keeping their iiromises. ‘ Without the 
enable ln«r to sujiply them with fiiod — ventures to ladies,’ said Brother Cliarles cmpliatieally, ‘we never 
steal forth when the sun is a liitle clouded over at should have got on ! ’ A eommittce is fiyined to refresh 
noon, to .‘satisfy tlie cravings of Ikt Iiuiiger. Jesse the memory of his promise-making friends ; the tickets 
gives an iiiiiTC’Sting account of an owl which had re- are all sold — the prizes arrive. ‘Take my luivice,' said 


sidl'd for many years in a liule in the wall of a house 
in Glamorganshire, but wliich was at length ejected by 


the hole being built up. The owl, however, com- them draw for the rest.’ 


a celebrated author, who was on the committee ; ‘ sell 
all the pictures which are of any value, .... and let 


meiiccd so sad and so pertinacious a lamentation, that Brothei^Charlcs drew back, bcwildiycd and surprised, 
the owners of the house were glad to re-oiieu the ^ l\\it Jujlio mio ! you forget that the people wdio have 
liole, as the only ine.ins of procuring pt^ace. purchased tickets have done so with the hope of win- 

■ . ■ ning a picture of Horace Vcmet’s, or an autograph of 

B II O 1 11 E U C II A^j^L E S. i j j jg enough to copy tlicm ? 

Ai.TiioiToii Brother Charles enjoys a continental repu- Such things are doiKJ every day.’ Brother Charles, 

tation, he is but little •kiiow’U in England, except to however, w^aji too honest a man to accede to the pro- 


those who chance to have read a French work recently 


He remained firm, and for the first time 


jniblished by Mme de Gasparin, giving her impresskms pcrl^ps fli a Parisian lottery of this sort, tlie ticket- 
of Egypt, Nubia, and Syria. This lady, during her holders luid a fair chance of gaiiiiiig the highest prizes 
temporary abmle in the conwnt on Mount Carmel, wliich had ^een held out to them as an incentive to 
was treated witli the most cordial kindness by Bifither charity. 

Charles — a personage who is ev(.f mentioned with After the lottery came the concert. Once more there 
respect and Jidmiration by those wlio have been re-® W'as a lavish profusion of promises, and a hundred good 
eeived within the hospitable walls of Mount Carmel, reasons for drawing back from them. Brother Cluulcs, 
Brotlier Cliarles, altliough bj profession a recluse, ivlio was inflexible in great matters* was most accom- 



letters, and visits, and committees, tho ^freat day arrives. 
The, concert is to take place at the Oddbn. - Brother 
Charlbs is'^passing the evening quietly at the Luxem- 
bourg with the •Buchess Decazes, whbn one of the 
tnanagers enters the saloon. ♦ ‘ • 

* You must accompany me immediately, if you please.* 

‘Whither?*- 

‘ To the Oddon.* 

* Wlmt ! to the Od(ion — to the theatre ? — I, a Car- 
melite brother — a monk?* 

‘ Precisely sol* 

‘But I shall most assuredly not go there, ^y ppt 
of the business is over, and I shall remain quietly where* 
I am.' ^ ^ 

‘It is the committee who have sent%c. Tliey desire 
to speak with you.’ 

‘ The committee 1 Ah, that is another matter. There 
is no difficulty, I hope, in the business/ Como, let us 
set out at once.' 

They arrive at the Odeon, and arc ushered up a small 
and gloomy staircase, as silent and private-looking as 
if it wiis in a convent. • 

‘Here is the cominittec-rooni,’ observes his com- 
panion, placing his hand on the lock of a narrow door. 
Brother Charles enters fearlessly, expocting to find 
himself in the midst of the friendly conimittco with 
whom he had been associated vlmost daily during the 
preceding five weeks. He enters, and on looking up, 
finds himself on the scenic hoards ! .... ‘ On the hoards 
of a theatre, madmn — in the midst of the orchestra, in 
front of the pit, and facing five rows of boxes, crowded 

with fashionable men and womf iir A skilful 

stroke this on the part of his charity-managing friends I 
Brother (Charles retained his lioiujst simplicity of heart, 
but I suspect (any 8 de Gasparin) that from that 
day forward he bogjin to undt^rstand somewhat more 
of the mysteries of Parisian charity. 

But the best of all w’as to hear liini describe bis visit 
to M, Tillers, who, as has been already binttMl, was 
lavish in his promises of frioiidly aid to Mount Carmel 
and its brothcrhoock M. Thiers was at this time at 
the head of the Opposition; M. GTiizot in the ministry 
for foreign affairs. 

‘ Monsieur Thiers, I have need of your as.sistaiice.' 

‘AVhat can I do for you, father ? Is it monej^you 
require?’ 

‘No, not money: not from you at least. TJjcrc is 
something else I require at your hands.’ 

‘ What tlien ? ’ 

‘You must kindly assist me in procuring a grant 
from the minister of foreiyn affairs' 

‘Indml!’ 

‘Just consider, I am quite a stranger Iicre— a poor 
monk, who would ho left to grow musty in the ante- 
chamber if I presented myself tlioro alone. Pray 
accompany mo, therefore, to M. Guizot’s.’ 

M. Thiers almost started off his chair. 

‘ Arc you aware of the nature of your request? Do 
you really know what you are asking me to do ? ’ 

‘ I am not aware of any difficulty ki the matter. I 
know not whether yoiu are the friend of M. Guizot 
or not. All I know is, that you, M. Tliicrs, are the 
protector of Carmel ; I come to you ns to the protector 
of Carmel, and I feel assured that you wik occompapy 
me in that character.* 

M. Thiers reflects a momwit, then rises from his «eat, 
puts on his paletbt, accompanies Brother Ovaries to 
the house of the minister, is received M^ith "the dis- 
tinguished attention with which a political enemy is 

always received wtei he comes to ask a favour, 

and the convent of (Mount Carmel gains 20,000 piastres 
by this rencontre Of the two parliamentary anta- 
gonists 1 

Alien as were the Tharity-mongering devices of his 
Parisian friends to Brother Charles’s fimpfe, honest 
disposition, he nevertheless felt deeply grateful for the 


kindness onj libqiwlity bestowed upon hUn in that 
capital ; and^iow that he is dwelling peacefully within 
tho walls ‘of his beloved cop vent, ho entertains his 
guests with anecdotes of his life in Paris, the minutest 
portions of which (hvell with pleasure upon his memory. 
Does arty one praise at dinner the haricots or the peas 
of Caijnel ! — Brother Charles tells his guests that lie 
‘ received the srtjd from the Prineessc or tlio Marquise 
So-ftnd-so.* Although a Neapolitan by birth, he seems 
to be a prenclinian fn heart. All other airections, how- ' 
evep, seem but cold in comparison to his zeal for the 
glory W Mount Cnniiel. 

To ue whoi arc daily familiar with stirring thoughts 
and busy projects, and who dw^oll in the midst of a 
‘busy battling world,* rife with excitement of every 
sort and name, tho wmrthy ‘ Brother’s’ life may seem a 
dull and soulless thing. And truly ^yc sliould be loth 
to exchange tho joys or even the cares of domestic life 
for his more still existence upon Mount Carmid ; t he 
may haply be of a far other mind, and may think* with 
one of OUT own poets, that ^ 

‘ Peace in these feverish times is sovereign bliss. 

Hc^e, with no thirst but what the stream can slake, 

And startled only by the rustling brake, 

Cool air I breathe; while the uncumbered mind. 

By some weak aim at services assigned 
To gentle natures, thanks not Heaven iuniss.* 


INSURANCE AGAINST ACCIDICNTS OF Al.L 
KINDS. 

TriK chapter of accidents is a chequered page — some- 
times comic passages — more often scenes of sadness, 
inviting the most serious considerations. A new'spaper 
w'ithout an account of one or more accidents of the 
latter kind is scarcelyovor taken up, and lamcntaldcas 
is such an occurrence to the sufferer liirnself, it rarely 
happens to a working-man^ 'whether he he employed in 
a profession or a trade, as a mechanic or a labourer, 
without causing priv*ation and loss to several others 
besides himself, wdio aref dependent on him for their 
livelihood and sui)port. 

If indeed lie he so fortunate as to have other resources 
besides the profits of In's ordinary occupation, a disabling 
iiccident will onlv partially affect him with distress. 
But it is a nnuJi more serious affair when a mail’s 
w'hole inconle is derivcil only from the labour of his 
head or hands. Let liim he hut temporarily^ di.siihlod, 
and he is thrown into inmicdiato embarrassment; and 
a fatal accident is at tmee a deathblow to himself and a 
sentence of destitution to his family. Has he a wife 
and children, wliat tlicn is their condition ? For a time 
they rely perhaps on tho kindiioss of their friends, 
and the casual benevolence of strangers; fiiiling such 
assistance, hoAv often does their future lot become a 
continued struggle, by honest or dishonest means, to 
maintain a -wretched, pcu'haps a shamcfid existence, 
independent of the w orkhouse ? 

We were led to these reflections by the ver}^ un- 
pleasant circumst^cc of witncKSsing an iicrciderit in tlic 
streets of Londoiir A man fell from a scaffolding at 
our feet, a powei-ful, fine young^ fellow of six or seveii- 
and-twenty. The dull muffled crash, as the full, mus- 
cular body struck tho pavement, w^as inexpressibly 
sUbcking; and an unnatural sideways bending of tho 
leg, as wc raised him from the ground (indicating a 
fractj^rc), was not calculated to relieve our feelings. 
Shortly after, and^a hitter day it was, we visited him 
fit the hospital: his injuries were severe, and tliere was. 
no probability that he would be fit for work for tho 
next three rpoiiths. Tiro lucky fellow, however, was 
attended by a fine young woman, who proved to be 
Ids wifdl and to whom he wtis indebted for four bloom- 
ing pledges of an affection which had all^iic appeanuice 
of sincerity on both sides. ‘ They may thank her,* said 
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he, ‘for tli« comforts they still whifc I am thus 
laid up. ^ 

We thouglit he was referring to his wife*^ industry; 
but it was not that, fflie laboured hai*d indeed, but 
her gains were small, and her abode being distant, 
much time was lost in walking to and from the hospital. 

‘You see, sir,* he continued, ‘ her brother works in 
a printing establishment, which is emidoyed by the 
“ Accidental Insurance Company,” and from hiin*shc 
learnt all about it; and* at lust, after much talk, thank 
God, she persuaded me to insure against the cnance of 
accidents.* • 

‘ Railway accidents you mean ? — but }^ur <^se has 
nothing to do with travelling by rail.* 

‘ No, no, sir ; you mistake. My insurance applies to 
every kind of accident^ and to this among the rest. It 
was only hist month that I took out a i)olicy ; it cost 
me fifteen shillings, and I never hiid out my money 
to better profit.’ ^ ^ 

Insurance against accidents of all kinds, as distin- 
guished from that confined to railway accidents, is a 
subject wliich wITF’a.dvertbd to in a previous number of 
this journal,* and we were glad to have an opportunity 
of observing it in oi)eration. • 

Pursuing our inquiries, tlicreforo, with much inte- 
rest Ave learned tliat, for his los., there Avas insured to 
the ivian’s family, in the event of ins death by an acci- 
dent Avithin tAvelve months, the sum of L.lOO ; and also 
L.i a Aveek payable to him as long as lie aa as disabled 
by a similar cause from work ; and no bad bargain had 
lie ij.ado of it. Tlie pour fellow av«s not free from pain 
[I ill his Avoiindod limb ; but the kindly cheerfulness Avitli 
ij wliich ho turned to a follow-sutforer, and said (after 
Avhispering to his Avife) — ‘Your missus should not luwe 
come out this cold morning without licr shawl ; my 
I June has got something for her’— contrasted strikingly 
I Avith the haggard anxiety of the half-clad object of his 

I sympatliy, whose main resource in thi.s hour of trouble 
too plainly was the paAAUibroker. Hiid our friend’s 
insnriiiicc been against accidental death alone, instead 
of against all accidents fatal or iion-fatal, for the same 
amount of Us., the sum insured to his family would 
have been L.JOO, he Ixiing a mason, ami therefore, 
according to the rules of the company, in their second 
class. To a first-class man the amomit is L.fiOO. 

This coinpaiiy is young, and is as yet but little 

I I knoAvn ; f but there is no doubt that such an institution 
is calculated to bo of tlio greatest generat utility and 
iiiqiovtanee. We have not noAv to learn that no caution 
nor otlu'i * means Avill avail to save a man from the 
liability to accidents; that such orents are as certain 

I to fill on some (on many indeed), as death is to come 
j| to all; and that as anyone at any moment may be 
appointed to receive the blow, and there is no jiossi- 
bility of foreseeing who shall bo the victini, it eoreerns 
all men to be prepared '’tor the event. Nor need avg 
bo told that no provisional expedient is so protier for 
the puriiose as insiiram;e. The event contemplated 
is indeed contingent only, but insurance against i)ar- 
ticular risks is no new thhig : liouscs and ships are 
constantly insured against the danger of fire and tlie 
perils of the sea. In these cases^e plan has, after 
long trial, proved eminently successful. More recently 
the person has been in’Sured against the single case of 
accident by railAvay ; and an argument is thus readily 
8ui)plied that, if in siufii cases insurance be a Avise aiJd 
proper measure, much more is it reasonable to insure 
our lives and limbs against accklenta of all kinds. 

As an illustration, take the case of fire. Insm*hncc 
of houses against destruction by thnJ? particular event 
is as common as it is deemed prudent and advisable.^ 

* No. 358— article, ‘ Troprress of tho^ooplc.* 

I In a cRflo of this kind, whor© a commercial okjeot has a rccom- 
mondation in obvious public benefit, wo do not see why should 
not fiivour its promotion. The company in quostion has its bead 
oftioo in No. 7 Bans Buildings, London. 


Now a man’s power to work, and so to produce fot 
himself ^ages, salary, or other income, cannot bo con- 
sidered less valuable, probably it will be "held much 
more so, than llis house ; and be it also observed that 
instead of being exposed to the risk of one destructive 
element only, this power is liable to be lost or impaired 
by a hundred different kinds of accident. Well, then, 
every reason that exists for insurance against a simjlc 
cause of accident applies to insurance against the wfiiole 
catalogue of personal casualties, of course with manifold 
more force. 

One word n§Av as to the amount of premium required, 
•*riiis his been the subject of most careful calculation, 
prolonged for mahy months hy^^m accurate and expe- 
rienced actuary y and the result is, aa'g are assured, 
that he is quite satisfied of the romuiierative sufficiency 
of the amourif charged, small as it may appear in 
j^mpajiison Aviili the amount insured. The principle 
ars to be, that Aviicre a heavy loss impends, and 

i^are to full on some one or more amongst many 
individuals, the cheapest and most effective means of 
meeting it if for each to submit to a small periodical 
sacrifice for the purpose of forming an insurance fund 
applicable to the event. Tlie extent of such sacrifice 
of course^depends on the nature of the risk. 

We have shewn how small, how reasonably small, 
is tlie sum annually HiKiuired for tliis puq)ose. And 
considering the common liability to accidents, tlieir 
iiievlt!il)lo nature, their frequeiK'y,* and calamitous 
results, the probalAility is, that tins mode of insurance 
Avill meet ^vith favour from the public, and become a 
genorul, as avo are sure it Avill be found a prudential, 
and most useful practice. 


ALIMENTARY REGIMEN.' 

In a recent number of the Journal (1144) we published a 
communication made to the French Academy on the sub- 
ject of diet by M. (hisparin. The conclusions come to by 
this gcntlenoin have been disputed by M. Charpentier of 
Valenciennes, in a letter which has also appeared in tho 
proceedings of the Academy. He declares himself well 
acquainted with ‘ tho habits and manner of living of 
Belgian Avorkmen, particularly the miners,* and states, as 
the result of his inquiries and observations, that the 
‘ miners earn Avages which vary according to the impor- 
tance of their labour; here, as elsewhere, they arc liable 
to .stand still for Avant of AA^orl:, for longer or shorter 
period-s, and, in common with other w^orkmen, have diffe- 
rent family charges to sustain. From this results very 
various pecuniary positions, which do not afford them all 
the same manner of living, or the same Alimentary regi- 
men. lii general, our workmen expend each day from 
ten to fifteen centimes in gin, drink a litre of beer (a little 
more than aifluart), and two or three times a week they 
eat pork dressed with a vegetable, and named salad. On 
the Sunday they commonly make three repasts of 
butcher-meat, and drink during thatAiay a great quan- 
tity of beer, less at their OAvn houses than at the taverns, . 
Avhero they pass n^rly the whole of the Sabbath. 

‘ M. Gasparin’gitatemeiit concerning the use of coffee- 
chicory is correct /it is the only uliment, with bread and 
butter, which they take when in the mine, because any 
other more substantial* would be digested with difficalty, 
owing to tht> painful position of body which they are 
obliged to maintain during their labour in the workings, 

* ijius the miners of Chajleroi are far from CM)nfining 
themsclv^ to 500 grammes of meat and 2 litres of beer 
pe?! week? j^ll those acquainted with the labouring- 

* Some idea of tho number of aocldonts may bo formed from tho 
fact, that in tho single month of Deceinbor last, in London alono, 
and in one hospital only — the London Hospital— 772 ca.sos of 
accident were admitted. These of oourso aro oxcluslvo of the 
greater eatastrophos by wrecks and oxuloslons ; such as Wio loss 
of tho Orion, or tho explosion at 'WallscAdt 'whoro 101 (or at South 
Shields, whero 96) persons were destroyed at ono bUxet ! Even while 
w-o write, fifty or sixty i)eoplD have miserably porishod in tho 
toria Pit, and again tldrtoen or fourte^ Just now at Stockport. , 



/: 


25ff CHAMBbJiS’S EDINBURGH JOt^R^AL. 

_ _ ^ -i". * 

classes of Belgjiuni ai'e aware that they do not content 
themselves with so little — and they are right. As to the 
health of Che Charleroi colliers, the report " made to 
government on tl^e condition of the working-classes of 
the kingdom states : — The painful labours to which the 
workmen in mines apply themselves, occtislon a vefy 
unequal development of the different parts of their body. 
The organs most exercised acquire an enormous develop- 
ment ; the others remain weak and puny. The breast and 
shoulders are fortified at the expense of the legs ; malfor- 
mations take place in the verteoral column ; and the sta- 
ture is lower than what prevails out of the mines. Never- 
theless^ the last-mentioned in convenience exhibits itsplf ^ 
only in mines where very low galleries oblige the work- 
men to hold themselves constantly bent. Still, labour in 
mines alters and deteriorates the physibal constitution of 
the workmen, of whom a great number become infirm. 
Commonly, at an age when they could yii work, had they 
exercised some other calling, their rnusc^dar force diini- 
iiisbes, and they are incapable of continuing their own. 
Underground work is for them a source of suffering and 
often of mortal disease, the germs of which they contract 
from their earliest youth. These arc disaises that be- 
come aggravaterl slowly, assuming a formidable character 
between the ages of thirty and forty, and commonly in- 
ducing death soon after fifty.’** 

M. Charpeuticr observes further, that the Mifferenco 
of health noticed in different l^»(calitie8 depeinls less on 
the alimentary regimen of the miners than on their mode 
of ascent and descent. In mines where they hare to go 
up and down by means of ladders, there is more disease 
and iiifinnity, chiefly affections of the heart, than where 
the yiassage is effected by means of the machine. 

M. (Jasparin’s facts arc stated to be contrary to the 
experiences of lilagcndte, Liebig, and Shcinann on the 
nutritive principles of alimentary substances; * and fur- 
ther, to the observation which demonstrates the immense 
superiority of strength of carnivorous animals over those 
wdiich live only on vegetables. If propagated, an error 
might be spread fatal to the working-classes, especially, 
in the north and west of France, where they are already 
too nluch subjected, principally in rural districts, to a 
milky-regetabie nutitimeiit, which favours tuberculisatlon, 
and brings on that cruel pulmonary phthisis which in 
those parts kills one-third of tb j; labouring population. 
Already, os M. V^illenTid judiciously observes, people in 
France are too ignorant of how much meat is necessary 
to workmen. If the L'nglish artisans work more than 
others, it must be attributed to the meat which they 
consume so largely. 

hgised a few d in utj^' afterwards, he said he f«dt a smart- 
ing. The opi^atiofrcaiised much less loss of blood than 
usual ; but' when the influence w'as gone, it was found 
necessary to apply three frosli ligatures to stop the 
hemorrhage which then began to take place. Five days 
afterwards, Corrigan was considered sufflciently well to 
leave the hospital. As the circumstances here related 
belong to a class ^of phenomena as yet held , under suspi- 
cioiL it may be of imnortance for us to mention, that a 
mealcal inan of higl^ character in this country attests to 
us the rirspectability of the Quebec practitioiiers—one 
whonij^ however, was a disbeliever in the alleged influence 
in question. 

II 

DEFIANCE TO TIME. 

Thou shalt not rob me, thievish Time, 

Of all ihy blessings, all my joy ! 

I have some jewels in my heart, 

\V''hich thou art powerless to destroy. t 

Tfiou nmyst denude my arm of strength. 

And leave my tenqilci’ seamed and bare, 

Deprive mine eyes of passion’s light, 

* And scatter silver o’er my hair ; 

But never, while a book remains. 

And breathes a woman or a child, 

8h;ilt thou deprive me, whilst 1 live. 

Of feelings fresh and undefllcd. 

No, never, while the earth is fair. 

And rejison .keeps its dial bright, 

Whate’er thy robberies, oh Time ! 

Shall 1 be bankrupt of delight. 

Whate’er thy victories o’er my frame. 

Thou caiist not cheat me of tiiis truth -- 

That though the limbs may faiitt and fail, 

The spirit can renew its youth. 

So, thievish Time ! 1 fear thee not ; 

Thou *rt powerless on this heart of mine ; 

My jewels shall belong to me — 

’Tis but the settings that are thine i 

AmHILW rj:.Al{>ON.* 

* It may H; intcrestinn to flic public to know, that HicaitMior 
of tlit'Be meritorious verBos is (after a loUK Bervico in thy arniyi a 
Jiibourer in the county of Northum]w,*rljind. 

» AMATEUR VVOUKSirOl’. 

Mr Stone, lecturer on chemistry in ManchcHter, an- 
nounces an arrangement which strikes us a/ worthy of 
iinltation in other places. He has added to his labo- 
' ratory a workshoji for the use of amateurs, who, for the 
payment of a moderate fee, have here access to, and the i 
use of all requisite apparatus and tools for carpentry, j 
smith -work, founding, experiments in metallurgy in | 
general, modelling, electrotype work, carving, photo- | 
graphy, microscopic observation and the work tliercwith j 
connected, glass-blowing, and experiments in crystalo- i 
graphy. Disgrams, drawings, models, and scientific | 
works are placed in the rooms ^r the use of the amateurs; ; 
and materials of all kinds can be had from the porter, | 
who likewise is to render occasional assistance, and j 

to take cliargo of work in [irogrcss. 1 

GLASS AS A NON-CONDUCTOR. | 

Mahaiiama, who wrote his history before a.i>. 477, j 
nrentions that Sanghatissa, king of Ceylon (who was 
poisoned a.I). 246), placed a pinnacle of glass on tlie 
spire^ of Ruaii welli Dag'oba, ‘ to serve as a protection 
against lightning.’^ This shews that the Cingalese were 
then aware that glass was a non-conductor of the electric 
fluid. — Sir W, C, Trevelyan, | 

A PAINLESS SUIWrCAL Ol’EllATKlN. 

The British Vlwicrican Medical Joitnud for .January 
contains an article by Dr Marsden of Quebec, giving an 
account of a severe operation recently i>er&rnied pain- 
lessly at that town. The patient was a J^iddle - aged 
farmer named Corrigan, who for several weeks ha<i been 
suffering under a tumour aflecting the lower jaw-bone. 
He was a very ffimid man, apprehensive that he could 
not live under the operation required for extracting the 
affected part. He had not previously tbcard of any such 
influence as that now attracting so mum attention under 
the various names of nifsmerism, animil magnetism, and 
electro-biology. Dr Marsden iiiipressea him one day in 
this way, so as 'to control sight, ^uiiscular motion, and 
feeling ;* next day ho repeated the experhitent, with the 
additional result of * controlling taste as M'cjl as the 
senses, and completely desiroying sensation in anjr iso- 
lated part of the body.* Two hours after, Dx Douglas 
came to perform the operation. Dr Marsden^thmi brought 
Corrigan under the iuduence, with the effect of abolishing 
sensation in the ^art affected, hut not extinguishing 
couscioufltiess of what was going on. A tooth was drawn, 
the inci&ns w^erevmade, the Jaw sawn through in two 
places, and the flap of skin replaced and secured with 
fine pina^^ twistetf sutures, withmtt any pain being 
Corrigan continued conscipua all the 
tiiNe of the proceedings of the operator.* When c/c-Wo- 

’* • • 
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JpANNA BAIL HE. 

Joanna* Bailue was bom in the year 1762, at the 
Manse of Bothwell, in Lanarkshire. Her father had 
just been translal!WiWK>in«tho parish of Shotts to that 
of Bothwell ; and on tlie very first day of the family’s 
removal into tlie, neiv manse, while the furniture Itill 
lay lied up in bundles on the floors, Mrs Baillie was 
taken ill, probably from ovorfaiiguc, and was prema- 
turely brouffht to bed of twin-daughters, one of wdiom 
died in the birth, and the other, named Joanna— lifter 
her maternal uncle, tlie celcbratwl Jblni Hunter— lived 
for eighty-nine years, and became the most cch'brated 
i of her ra(!e, and one of the most celebrated women of 
her time. 

Tliosc who like to trac’o the descent of fine qualities, 
will be interested to know tbat Joanna’s mother— her- 
self a beautiful and agreeable woman —was the only 
sister of those remarkable men, William and Jolm 
Hunter ; and that Ikt father, a clergyman of resjiect- 
ablc abilities, was of the sanie^descent witli that Baillie 
of Jarviswood who nobly sufiercMl for the religion and 
indepoiitlenee of his country, • 

Although Mrs Baillie was forty years of age wdien 
she inaiTied, she gave birth to five children. Of these, 
thrtH.* grow up: the oldest, Agnes, who still survives; 
the celebrated Alattbew, physician to George HI. ; and 
Joanna. ■ , 

When Jo.amia was seven j ears old, h(?T father rc- 
niovetl to Ihnnilton. There lie was coUcngue to the 
Bev. Mr jMiller, father to the well-liiiown professor of 
law at Gl.njgow of that name, whoso daughters were 
throughout life among Joanna’s most intimate and 
cherished friends. All that is known of her before she 
quilted Bothwell .seems to he, tliat she was an active, 
spriglitly child, fond of play, and very unfond of les- 
sons — the difficulty of fixing her attention long enough 
to enable her to learn the alpbal)et having been in her 
car^o rather greater than it is with ordinary children. At 
twelve years of age, though still no scholar, she was a 
clever, lively, shrewd girl, and even tWto shewed some- 
thing of the creative power for which she was after- 
waitls so rcinarkahto* MSs Miller well recollects being 
closeted with her and other young eompanious fi)r the 
purpose of heaiiug her narruto little stories of lier owu 
invention, wdiich she did in a grapJuc and amusing 
manner. ♦ 

After being seven years at Hamiltonf Mr Baillie was 
j>romotcd to the chair of divinity in the university of 
GlasgoW. There Jdamm MTutosh’s 

boarding-school, ajid ntade imne pS^iency in the ac- 
complishments of uvulae and dra^\i^^ ; for both tjf #nclv 
shVlurt a flim taaus though it waa-^'et fully cuUi- 


yafed. A constajt residence in the crowded and smoky 
bf Glasgow would have proved very irksome to 
SfSfeaccustomed, like the Baillics, to the sweet, health- 
ful seclusion of a country manse ; but they were never 
condemned to'*it.^ William Hunter, then accoucheur 
to Queen Charlotte, and in good general practice as a 
pli3'sician, was in possession of the little family pi*o- 
perty of L»iig Caldcrwood in Lanarkshire ; and being 
himself confined to London by his professional duties, 
he invited liis sister anti her family to reside at his 
house there during the summer months. Nothing 
could have been more agreeable or beneficial to Jtximia 
than this manner of life luid it continued. Her father 
hsul now a sufitciently largo income to enable liim to 
give his children the full advantage of tlie best teach- 
ing, and he was most anxious that they should enjoy 
it. Unfortiinatel}^, he only survived his removal to 
Glasgow two years ; and by his preraattirc death, his 
widow and family were left not only entirely unpro- 
vidcil for, but in very involved circumstances. The 
living at Ilaaiiltou had been too small to admit of 
anv^tiiing Ixung saved from it: and the expense of re- 
moving, the purchase of furniture suitable to their 
new position,, the repairing and furnishing of the 
liouse at Long Caldcrwood, besides the increased cost 
of Jiving in a town, h:id in combination brought their 
familv" into an expenditure which two yciiva of an en- 
larged income Avero l>}" no means sufficient to meet. Dr 
William Hunter came immediately to tlieir assistance. 
He was at that time fast acquiring the large fortune 
which cnabk‘rl liim to leave behind hini so noble a 
monument as the Hunterian Museum in Glasgow. Ho 
generously settled an adequate income on his sister and 
her fmnily, and offered to relieve her mind by entirely 
discharging her husband’s liabilities. Here the Avidow 
and her high-spirited young people had the opportunity 
of manifesting the true delicacy and respectable pride 
Avhieh have ever distinguished the family. They care- 
fully avoided disclojlng to their generous relative any- 
thing more than w» unavoidable i)f these ohligation.s, 
preferring, with nonle self-denial, and at the expense of 
l^g looked dOAA*n uporf as niggardly and poor-spiriUfd 
by neiglibours %i'ho knew nothing of their motiAX's/td 
pay tlie remainder out of their moderate inconie- Sueli 
a trait fis this is surely avoU Avfn-th being recorded. 

Ki^n allfr they Avere clear with the work!, Mr$ Baillie 
and her daugltters continued to live in the stHctost 
Bectusibn at Long Caldcnvood. Soon liis fatlier’s 
iteath, ybnng Matthew obtained a Glasgow eshibltibn 
to Qxfo^j and having studied sueci^ssfaHy there for 
some years, joined his uncle WilUai^ iii London, for the 
purpose of assisting him in his lectRrpa/ John Hunter, 
who had hocii originally hitended Ibli a humbler occur» 
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pation, bad long before lids tinxe been called to London 
by the fiyiooirasM been brought forward 

by liiin in idj^cal prbfessipn^and bad, In a few 
montbai knowl^e of anatomy, as to 

be <»ij^lde of den^ to fbepu^8inthediBBC,ct- 

ing^rbom. His health having becai iinpau:^ intense 
stud^, he had gone abroad for a year or two as stafif^ 
Bui^on, and served , in Portugal. On his rettim to 
London, he had devoted his powerfhl energies to the 
study of comparative anatomy, and before Matthew 
Bailiie came to London, had ereetiedc a menagerie at 
Brompton for carrying on that useful branch df scienoe. 
By his extr^rdinarv genius, he subsequently rose to 
be inspector-general of hospitals and surgeon-general, 
and b^ame one of tlio most famous men of his age. 

Agnes, the elder sister-^oanna*6<fidthful and l^loved 
companion through a long life ; and to Ybom, on entering 
her seventieth year, she addressed the exquisite poem 
of the * Birthday ’ — which no one will ever read unmoved 
—was very early an accomplished girl. Unlike .J oanna, 
she had always been a diligent, attentw scholar; and 
unlike her also, was possessed of a remarkably retentive 
memory. In her companionsliip, and in the entire 
leisure of her six years* seclusion among the picturesque 
scenery of Long Calderwood, it may be supposed that 
Joanna’s powcrftil intellect wq^ild have been awakened, 
and her wonderfhlly fertile imagination begun to as- 
sume some of those varied forms of truth and beauty 
wliich have since impressed themselves so vividly on 
the hearts and minds of her contemporaries. But I 
like the graceful forms which the eye of the young 
' sculptor has only yet seen in >dsion, those divine crea- 
tions of her genius, before whicdi the world was after- 
wards to bow, still slumbered in the marble. Her 
genius partook of the slow growth, as well as the hardy 
vigour, of the pine-tree of her native rocks ; but it had 
inlierent power to shoot its roots deep down in the 
human heart, and to spread its branches towards the 
heayens in green and enduring beauty. In these years 
(from her sixteenth to her tw’onty-secbnd), the only 
tendency she shewed towards what afterwards became 
the master-current of her mind, was in being a fer- 
vent worshipper of Shakspeare. She carefully studied 
select passages ; delighted in getting her two favourite 
young friends — Miss Miller, and the lively Miss Graham 
of Gairbraid— totake different parts witli her, and would 
so sixiut through a whole play witVi infinite satisfac- 
tion. Still she was no general stiidtuit; and we are 
doubtful if at finy time of her life she can bo considered 
to have been k great reader. 

About a flozen years previous to his death, whidi 
to^>k idace in 1783, Dr WilUam Hunter had com- 
pleted his house in Great Windmill St|eet. He had 
attached to it an anatomieW. tlieatre, for 

lectures and dissections, and a nis^i^cent room as 
a museum. At liis death, the use of this valuable 
museum^ wliicl^ was destined ultimately to enrich the 
city of Glasgow, was bequeathed for the term of twenty 
years to his ne|)liew Matthew, whJ had for some time 
past assisted him ably in Ids hi^atpliical lectures. Bo- 
sidekthis valuable til*quest, sn^U family property 
of Long Calderwood was also 'deft to Matthew Bailiie, 
instead of his uncle, John Hunter, who was the heir-at- 

law, ^Wiiliam hdS taken offence at Ids brother’s maniage 

1 - 2 *. 1 - ... . . 


not finding ^tilt Ids bride, who was an estimable Inovel situation, or l>eautiful and sublime thought. 


woman, the sisWr of;Br,^ftehvai^ Sir, Everard Home 
—but, M it was whimsiiM^ said— disapjl’oving of a 
phdosopher at; all 1 But, however tWmay 

liave lwenj^|MM(a^ with characteristic genero- 
sity, disia i ppipg eUrichM at the expense m tbo^ 
vdio seemed to him to hare a nearer 
absolutely xefhsed to take .advant^ of the 
^Wted llttie pdperty thus, after ill, 
f^lSgajiy to John; and only on the death of Ms son 
Iter, a few years ago (tfitholit diildren), 


descended if> WiUiam, the only son of ©r Matthew 
Bailiie, as /heir jt^r. 

Soon after Ms uncle’s death, Matthew, who had suc- 
ceeded him is lecturer on '^anato^, and was rising 
fast in the ‘esteem of his professional brethren, pre- 
vaUed on Ids niother and sisters to join him in London. 
Their uncle had left them all a small inde^ndence, and 
there they lived rapst happily with their brotlier in 
the house adjoining the museum, ftrom about the year 
1784 to 1791, whqn he mairriad Miss Denman, dauglder 
of Di^ Deniuon, and sister of Lord Denman, the late 
admirable lord chief-justice. This mairiage was pro- 
ductiyc of, great happiness to Joanna, as well as to 
her brother and the rest of the family. 

Throughout their lives the most tender affection sub- 
sisted among them all. Mrs Bailiie and her daughters 
now retired to the country— at first a little w'ay up the 
Thames, then to Hythe near Dover ; but they did not 
settle anywhere permanently till they located them- 
selves in a pretty cottage at Hampstead — that tff owery, 
airy, charming retreat with wldcli Joanna’s name has 
now been so long and so indmat;;\ associated. How 
long she there courted the muses in secret is not 
knswTi. Her rescrvetl nature and Scottish prudence 
at all events secured her from making any display 
of their crude favours. Towaids the end of the 
century she first api)ears to have been quietly feeling 
her way towards the light. In sending some hooks 
to Scotland, to her ever-dear friend iliss Graham, 
slie slipped into tlie parcel a small volume of poems, 
but without a bMt as to the authorship. The 
poems ^^erG cliiefly of a light, unassuming, and merry 
east. Tliey were read by Miss Graham, and others of 
her early iwsociates — freely discussed and criticised 
among them, Jind certainly not mucli admired. Though 
light mirth and humour seem to have been more the 
charat^teristics of lier mind tlien than they were after- 
wards, and tliough Miss Graliam reyiarked tliat thoic 
was a something in the little ]x>em8 that brouglit 
Joanna to her remembrance, still so improbable did i t 
seem, that no suspicion of their true origin suggostctl 
itself to any of their tjioughts. The authorship of this 
little volume was never claimed l)y her ; l)ut some of 
tho' best poems and songs it contained, which were 
afterwards published in one of her works, at last dis- 
closed the secret. 

Iul799, her tliirty-eighth year, she gave to the world 
her first v/)lume of plays on the l^assious. It contained 
hev two great tragedies on love and on hatred — ‘ Basil ’ 
and ‘De Montfort;’ and one comedy, also pn love — the 
* Tryal.’ They were prefac^ed by a long plausible intro- 
ductory discourse, ''in wdnch she explained that these 
formed but a small portion of an extensive [dan sht? 
had in view, hitherto unattempted in any language, 
and for the accomplishment of which a lifetime wonUi 
be limited enough. Her poject wo must very shortly 
describe as a design to write a w^ries of plaj's, the chief 
object of wliich should be the delineation of all tho 
liigher passions of the human breast — each play exlii- 
biting in the princiiMil character some one gi\?at pas- 
sion in all the stages of its development, from Us origin 
to its final cata^^ophe ; and in which, in order to pro- 
duce the strongest moral effbet, the aim should lie tluj 
oxpressiou and delineation qf just-sentiments and clia- 
racteristic ' truth, rather than of marvellous incident, 


Altbeugh publish^ anonymously, tliis volume ex- 
cited an immediate gensatiou. In spite of theoretical 
limitations, it was found to be as frill of original iiowor, 
and delicate ptetical beauty, as of truth and moral 
sentimimt. (Sf course the authorship was keenly in- 
quired ihto. As the publication hacl been hegfidated 
by the accompllshe** Mrs Job Hunter— herself a 
foUq^r of the muses* and the autlior of several lyrical 
poems of great sweetness and beauty, which were set 
to music by Haydn— the credit was^t first naturally 
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given to hey. But Joanna^ incogin^ could i^t be 
long preserved j and the impresedon &ead jk toad© wiw 
deepened by the diacover^ that this skllfUl biiatotoist 
of the heart of toan^ v?ho had bodied forth ereationa 
bearing the Btamp of lofty intellect and most original 
power, waa a woman still young, uxilearned) and so 
inexperienced in the world that it must .have ^been 
chiefly to her own imagination and fbeling she owed 
the materials which, by the force of her genius, she 
had thus so wonderfully* cotobined^into strikh|g and 
lifelike portraits, ^ 

The band of distingiiisliod persons—poets, wits, sand 
philosophers — with which the beginning of the century 
was enriched, now corowded eagerly to welcome to their 
ranks this new and highly - gifted sister, and were 
received by her with simple but dignifled frankness. 
The gay and fashionable also would fain have wooed 
her to lionise in their fevering cirelcjs; but her well- 
l)alance<l mind, and intuitive sense of what is really 
host ami most favourable to human happiness and 
progress, seem from the first to have secured lier 
youtliful female h^lliW^roi#l)eing inflated by the incense 
offered to her on all sides. Though touched, and deeply 
gratified by the wamily-expressed approbation of thbse 
among her great contemporaries whose applause was 
fame, she could not be won from the quiet healthful 
privacy of her life to join frequently even in the brilliant 
society which now so gladly claimed her as one of 
its brightest ornaments. Equally unspoiled and uadis- 
truct«^d, she kept the even tenor of her way. The 
tragedies contained in her first volume — among tlie 
greatest efforts of her genius — ^were undoubtedly vTitten 
by her in the fond hope of their lading acted. * To receive 
the approbation of an audience of her countrymen,’ slie 
confesses in the preface, ‘would be more grateful to 
her than any other praise.’ Believing tliat it is in the 
natimj of man to delight in representations of passion 
and chameter, she regarded the stage, when properly 
managed, as an admirable organ for the instruction of 
the multitude ; and that the poetical teacher of mora- 
lity and virtue could not better employ his high powers 
than in supplying it with pieces the tendency of which 
'^vould be, while pleasing and amusing, to refine and i 
elevate the mind. Mrs Siddous was then in the very 
zenith of her power; and it was a glimpse of that 
splendid presence — 

‘ So queenly, so commanding, and so noble* — 

ns it accidontally flashed upon her in turning the comer 
of a strt^ct, which Miss Baillie has always fondly 
nscrihed her first conception of thg character of the 
pure, elevated, and noble flanc de Montfort. In 1800, 
the tragedy of ‘ De Montfort * was adapted to the stage 
by John Kemble, and brought out at Dniry-Lane 
theatre; and the gratification may well be imagined 
witii which the high-hearted poetess must have listened 

to I 

‘ Thoughts by the soul brought forth in silent joy — 

Words often muttered by the timid voice, 

Tried .by the nice ear delicate of choice/ 

as with their loftiest meanings heigli^ned and spiri- 
tualised, she now heard them poured forth in the deep 
eloquent tones of that incomimrable brother and sister! 

Her second volume of plays on the Passions appeared 
in 1802, and with her name. It contained four plays : 
‘The Election,* a oomctly upon hatred ; and' two trage- 
dies and a comedy on ambitionr-* Ethwa^d/ in two 
parts, and the ‘ Second Maniage.* Hitherto the fair | 
jputlioresB had received almost un<lualifl.9d praise. She j 
was now to undergo the otlier ordeal of almost 
unqualified censure* Sinc« the pubheation of her first 
volujhfii the < Edinburgh Review* -iad been established, 
and its brilliant young editor had hi^u s^^ 
almofrt ludversal coh^^^ promoted to the chair, as 
, the first of critics# Jefil^i ibal geutlenoss of heart, 


and lively sensibility to every form Of litsftuy ^ehty 
and excellence) ore now too generally admitted to 
require vindication here ; but the lamblike heart azid 
kindly- induig^ht feelings Wliich jti his middle ahd ; 
def^lining years seemed to warm and brighten the very ! 
atmosphere in which he lived, were, at the beginning of | 
his literary censorship carefhlly, and only too success- 
fully, concealed under the formidable beak and claws, 
as well as the keen eye of the eagle. 

Starting with the idea that, above all things, it was Ms 
duty to guard 'against false principles, the hymn of a“ 
seraph wpuld prabably have jarred upon his ear if com- 
pbsdd upon wliat he supposed to be mistaken rules of 
art. JIo regarded Miss Baillie’s pj^jcc-t of confining the 
interest of every iilfece to the development of a single 
passion as a vicious system, by which her young and 
promising genius Vto likely to he cabined and confined ; 
an!d.|hat il’such Ihllacy in one so well calculated to adorn 
of literature were met witli indulgence, the 
resuw niight be to narrow and degrade it. It seemed 
to him little Ixjtter than a return to that barbarism 
which could Unscrupulously extinguish the eyesight, 
that the hearing might be more acute. His faith was 
too catholic to brook the sectarian limitations whicli 
were involved in the theory she Iiad so boldly pro- 
pounded. lie therefore waged war against the formid- 
able heresy, cruelly, u*»paringly ; and if with some- 
tMng of the heat and petulance of a boy, yet with 
an unerring dexterity of kim, and a subtle poiapiancy 
of weapon, that coMd not fail to inflict both pain 
and iiyury. Geniler practice would probably have 
been followed by a better result. It is certain that 
Mias Baillio 'was hurt and offended by the uncour- 
teous castigation inflicted on her by her countryman, 
rather tlian convinced by it that her notions were 
wrong. But the time happily came when— -with that 
clairvoyance which, though it may be denied for a 
season, time and experience of life seldom fail to bestow 
in full measure upon true genius— these t'wo fine spirits 
were able to read each other more clearly. 

A single volume of miscellaneous plays, containing 
two tragedies and a comedy by Miss Baillie’s pen, * 
appearecl in 1804. These dramas — ‘Rayner,* ‘The 
Country Inn,’ and ‘ Constantine Paleologus* — had been 
offered singly to the theatres for representation, and 
been rejected. Tliough full of eloquence, knowledge 
of human nature, and tragic power, they -were found, 
like all her plays, deficient in the lifelike movement 
and activity indispensable to that perfectly suecess- 
ful theatrical effect wliich, without an experimental 
acquaintance witli^the whole nature aru^ artifices of 
tlie stage, has never been attaincMi to even by the most 
gifted of pens. 

The first time Miss Baillie revisited her native 
country after Tier name had become known to fame was 
in 1808. Aftpr exploring with a full heart the' often- 
recalled scenery of the Clyde, and the stiJl dearer haunts 
of the sweet Caldcr Water, she passed a couple of 
months in Edinburgh, dividing her time between her old. j 
friends Miss MaxwJll and Mrs John Thomson, 

'was somewhat chatwed since these/riends had seen I 
last. Her manner wad become more silent and roserviSi j 
Mere acquaintances, or etrangers who had not the art wl® 
drawing forth the rich stream — ever ready to flow if the ^ | 
rock were righUy struck — found her cold and formld- . d 
lable. Ip ewerhal appearance^ the change was fori the, S 
better. Her early youth had neither bloqme^t^ljlpi - 
phyrifiid nor intellectual beauty ; but now, in h^fi^ ' 
healthy middle* life, to the exquisite neatoess of forih 
and Ihnb, the powerful grey eye, ^^-defined, 
igitlceablo ffeatures she had always J^s«sj^S6d, we 
added a graceful propriety of moyem^lV tozd a^fi 
! elevated, spiritual expression, wbwh^ 
mere beauty. ■ v I 

She had now tlu happiness of imhsg { 

known to Sir Walter Scott, w^JO hStt always been an* 
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enthusiastJc^adiJi^rQp of hor as sli© of hi«. Thoy 

hM beeil^too long^ spirits not to Ijeconie im- 
mediately 'iK^ontd fri^ Kia npl)lo poem of 

‘JVIa^mio»,^v1ldlfch appeared duriiig her stay^ was read 
aloud by her for the first time to her two fnefids ^Jisa 
Miller and Miss Maxwell. In the_ introduction to the 
third caiito occurs that splendid tribute to her genius^ 
it'hichf wollkiiown as it is, we cannot resist quoting 
once more. The bard describes himself as advised by 
a friend, since lie will lend his hours to thriftless 
rhynic, to ^ 

■ ' ' C.. 

* Restore the ancient tragic lino, • 

Aud emulate the notes that rieng 
From the wild^arp, which silent hung 
By silver Avon’s holy shore, 

Till twice an hundred years rqljpl o’er ; 

When she, the bold enchantress, enrne, 

With fearless hand and heart ori^^flatne ! 

From the pale willow snatch’d the trea8ur(‘, 

And swept it with a kindred measure. 

Till Avon’s swans, while rung the "rove I 

With Moutfurt’s hate and Basil’s rove, i 

Awakening at the insj>ired strain, 

" Deem’d their own Shakspeare lived again.’ 

Deeply gratified and touched as she must ‘inivc been, 
the strong-minded poeU'SS \vi)^ablo to read these ex- 
qui^te lines unfalteringly to tljo end, and only lost lior 
self-pos^ssion \vlicn one of Jier afTt-ctioiiate friends 
rising, and throiving her arms roiiud lier, Imrst into 
tears of dcliglit. 

As she did not refuse to go into company, she could 
not be long in Edinburgh without encountering Francis 
Jeffrey, the foremost man in the briglit train of heaur^ 
esprits wiiicli then adomcKl the society of the Scottish 
i capital. He would Ijlatlly have been iiresented to lier ; . 
i and if she had permitted it, there is little doubt that in 
j tlic eloquent -flow’ of his delightful and genial conver- 
! sation, enougli of the admiration lie really felt for her 
j poetry must have been expressed, to Imve softened her 
into iistening at Ipast w ith pationec to his suggestions 
fbr her improvement. But in vain did the ftiendly 
Mrs Betty Hamilton (author its of *T1ic Cottagers of 
Glenburnie’) beg for leiVYC* to prcHcnt bini to Jier when 
they met in her hospitable drawing-room ; and equally 
in vain were the cfibrls made by the good-natured 
j Duchess of Gordon to bring about an introduction 
j whicli slio knew’ w'as (lcsire<i at least by one of the 
; parties. Jt Avas civilly hut coldly declined hy the 
! poetess ; uial thougli the dignified reason assigned was 
I the propriety of leaving tl»e critic more entirely at 
i liberty in bis future strictures Ihifn an arf/tmintmicc 
1 might perhai)s feel himself, there secmis little reason to 
I (hiiibt that soreness and niitural resentment had some- 
, thing to do w'ith the refusal. 

In IWJ her Highland play, the ‘ Family Legeiur — 
a tragedy foun^led on a .story of one of the MDeuns of 
A,iq>in — w^as successfully produced in the Edinburgh 
tlieatre. Bir Walter Scott, who took a lively interest 
I in its 6uc(!ess, contributed the l^loguc, and Henry 
I Mackenzie (the ‘Man of Feeling ’)Wie epilogue. Itw.as 
acted with great applause for fourtc^i successive nig^its, 
aud gave occasion for the i>fssage of many pleasant 
letters between Bir Walter and the authoress, after- 
w'ards publish^ by Lockhart Ijf 1813 foUow<^ 
the third and iafet volume of her play a illustrative pf. 

H S bf \h0. mind. It contaiifi;d four 
and one in prose on feay (‘Drrk* 

1 the ** Biege,’ a comedy on the same 
Beacon,* a serious musical drama 
fkulticss of Miss BaiiUc’s produt- 
ir idlowcxl to be one of the most 
poem3 m the English languf^e. 
at the end of niiie yci^rs, to follow 
- all wafntng and advice, her harrow and 

«i^€Cti6nhble system of dramatic ii^t, W*aa certainly 


ilLjudged. ■ Of cKjuwe it brought upon thoa)ertinacious 
theorist asiotlier tremendous broadside from the pro- 
v-bked re'^ewer. But thougjpvo can sympathise in a 
considgridjlo degree w'ith him in denouncing her whole 
scheme --and more bitterly then ever — as perverse, 
fantastic, and utterly irnpracticablo-*it is not easy to 
foigiyc the accusation . so liberally atlded as to the 
execution— of 4 ) 0 verty of incident and diction, want of 
infljvidual.rcality pf character:, and the total absence of 
wit, humour, or aiiy species »f brilliancy. That Miss 
B|dUie’s plays arb better suited to the sober perusal of 
the f lose! tluui the bustle and animation of the theatre 
mnsttaf oneo ho admitted; butw’o think nobody can 
read even a Single volume of these remarkable works, 
without finding in it, besides the good sense, good 
feeling, and intelligent morality to which her formid- 
able critic is fretted into limiting her claims, abun- 
dant proof of that deep and intuitive knowledge of the 
mystery of man’s nature, which can alone lit its pos- 
sessor lor the successful clelineation of cither wayward 
passion or noble scicriflcc — of skilftil and original 
creative pow'^cr — of delicate ifcscri’'4i rition of character 
— and of a conim.'iiul of simple, forcible, and ehxpicnt 
language, tliat has not often been (Hiualled, and perha])s 
never surpassed- 

But our limits forbid us to linger, and a mere cuu- 
I mcration of her remaijiing productions is nil they will 
permit. I'his is the less to he regTetU?d, that our objecjt 
is ra4her to give a sketch, however slight and imperfect, 
of her long and hononrt'd life, than to attempt a studied 
analysis of works which the world has long ago doui^' 
justice. Ill 1H21 wore published Iut ‘Metrical Legends 
of hkxnlted Character,’ the subjects of which were — ‘Wal- 
lace, the Scottish Cliief/ ‘Columbus,’ and ‘Lady GriseJd 
BaiUie.’ Diey are written in irregular verse, avowedly 
after the maimer of Be*ott, and are among the noblest 
of her i>roductions. Some fine ballads complete the 
Volume. In 1823 ai>peured a volume of ‘Dxaical Mis- : 
cellanics,* which hud l>een much talked of beforehand. , 
It included, besides soma slight pieces hy ^Irs Ilcmans 
and Miss Catherine Fanshaw’, Scott's fine dramatic 
sketch of * M.'uxl iiff ’s Cyoss.’ ‘ The Martyr,’ a tragedy on 
religion, appeared in 1820. It w'as immediately trans- 
lated into the Cingalese language ; and, flatt(;red hy the 
a])propriation, Miss Baillie in 1828 published another 
ti’ugetly — ‘The Bride,' a story of (’ey Ion, and dedicated 
in particular to the Cingalese. Of the three volumes I 
of dramas^written many years before, but not publislied | 
till 1830 — though they w'erc eagerly welcomed hy the j 
public, and greatly admircMl .is dramatic poems — only ; 
two, the tnigedies of Mlcnrkjuez ’ and ‘The Sei»aratitm,’ ; 
have over boon acft*d. Tliese, besides many charming j 
songs, sung hy our greaU'st minstrole, and always lis- j 
tened to with delight hy the public, and a sratiU volume ■ 
of ‘Fugitive Verses,’ eomi)lete the long catalogue of her i 
successful lalvurs. 'J'hey wore collected by licrsclf, I 
and published, with many additions and corrections, in 
the ijopulnr fonn of one monster volume, only a few 
w eeks before her death. 

To return, foi; a brief space, to flio course of her life. 

It w’as in the autumn of 1820 that Miss Baillie paid her 
last visit to Scqjj^md, and passed those delightfiil days 
with Sir Walter Scott at Abbotsford, the second of 
wliich is 80 pleasantly givc^^ i}i Mr Lockbiirt’s life of 
the bard. Her fViends again jKfrccivcd a change in her 
mamu^rs. They had become blander, and much more 
cordial. Bl^ liad probably been noiv too long admired 
and revemitiy tokpd up to understand bor 

qirn!.p09ltioii, 1 ^^ which, essentially 

q^suming a^hc would be necessary from her 
^ ildi^iire the tiniid and satisfy the proud. Bhe had 
tnalPl^mously fotgiveh and lived down the upjust 
seventy pf her Edi»buvg}i now no longer 

mode peAohaUy known to him* He was 


pre#hted to her by their mutual friend, the Amiable 
Dr Morehead* Tliey Bad much eari\|;st and Interesting 
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talk togcthA, anil from that*hpur to'dlic cjid of their 
lives entertained for eaoli other a mutual lik^l cordial 
esteem. After this JettVe}# seldom visited Tjondon with- 
out indulging himself in n friendly pilgrimage to the 
shrine of the secluded poetess ; anditispleasiiig to dnd 
him Avri ting of her in the following cordial way in later 
years: — ^ Jjondon^ April 2^^ 1840.— I forgot to tett you 
that wo have been twice out to Hain^stefld to hunt out 
Joanna Baillic, and found her the O^ier day as fresli, 
niitural, and amiable as ever — apd as' little like a Tragic 
Muse. Since old Mrs Broughani’a death. I do not kiicMV 
so nice an old woman.* And again, in Janmury 7, l842 
— ‘ We went to Hampstead, and paid a vety idAisant 
visit to tToahna Baillie, wdio is marvellous in liealth and 
spirits, and youthful freshness and simplicity of feeling, 
and not a bit deaf, blind, or torpid.* 

About two years after her last visit to Scotland, Miss 
Baillie luid the grief of losing her Ijrotlicr and beloved 
friend, Dr Matthew Baillie, wiio, after a life of remark- 
nbki juitivity and usefulness, died full of honours in 
182;3. He left, be^^s a ^^jilow, who long survived him, 
a son and daugliterSr^uj^’ith th(‘ir families have been 
the source of much delightful and alieetionate iiito^cst 
to the declining years of the retired sisters. In the 
c‘ 0 !niH)sition and careful revisal of her numerous and 
varied works — in receiving at her modest home the 
friends she most loved and respected, a list of avIioiu 
M' ould iiulnde many of the host-known names of lier 
time for talent and genius — in the activ'i; exercifie of 
friendship, bonevolcnco, and charity — ever conlcjitcd 
will* ilio lot assigned to her, and As grateful ibr the 
enjoyment of God’s blessings ns slio was submissive to 
Ins painful trials — her unusually complete life glided 
calmly on, and was peacefully closed on the 253<l of 
robruary last. 

It will be easily believed, that in spite of all the 
n.atural modesty and reserve of Miss BuiUie’s character, 

[ the impression made by the appearance of one so highly 
gifted on lliosc who had the happiness of being admitted 
to her intimacy, was iieiLlicf slight nor evanescent. 
‘Dear, venerable Joanna!* writes ohc of those, ‘1 wish 
I could, for my own or others’ benefit, recall, and in any 
way fix, the features of your countenance niid mind ! 
Tlu^ ever- thoughtful brow — the eye that in old age still 
dilati'd with expression, or wuvS suffused with a tear. 1 
never felt afraid of her.. How could I, having expe- 
rienced nothing but the most coiistaut kindness and 
indulgence ? 1 had heard of tlu^ “ awful stilltiess of the 

Hjunpstead drawing-room;” aiulwdien I first saw^Iierin 
Imt own qui^t Iioine (she must have been Ibeii boi’dering 
on seventy, and I on tw'enty), I remwulier likening my- 
self to the devil in Milton. 1 felt how' awful goodness 
is— and virtue in her shape, liow lovely!” Ont could 
not help feeling a constant reverence for her worth, 
even more than an admiration of her intcllix'tual g’^s. 
'riiere was something, indeed, in her apiK'arance that 
quite contrasted with one’s ideas of authorship, which 
made one forget her works in her presence— nay, almost 
wonder if the neat, precise old maid heforwnie could 
H'aUy be the same person >vho had painted the warm 
Iiassion of a Basil, or soared to and symiiathisod w ith 
the ambition of a Mohammed or a I'Sftologus.* < 

lu a little tract, published about twenty years before 
her death, slie indicates ^ler religiolis crebd, After 
studying the Scriptures carefully— examining the gos- 
pels and epistles, and comparing them wdth one another, 
which she thinks is all the unieamed can do— she. 
faithfully sets down every passi^ relating to the 
divinity and niission of Christ ; ' amt, ^looking to i5ie 
i)earing of the wdiole, is able to lest her mind upon the 
>iirian doctrine, which supposes ^Im .to be ‘ a most 
■highljr* gifted Being, who was with G(xl bcfoi’o the 
creation of the world, and by wh(Se ii^eney it probably 
was created, by pow er deriyed from Almighty ^otl.* 
That she was no bigoted sbt^tariah iii religion, what- 
ever she may ondb luiVo lK;eh idcasingly 


shewn by the following sentences. They occur in a 
letter to Irer ever-esteerned and admired friend Mrs 
Siddons, to Vho^ she had sent a copy of this tract. 
They do honour to both the ladies ‘ 1!^ have treated 
my*little book very htiidsomely, and done all that I 
wish people to do. /in regard to it ; for you have read 
the passages from Scripture, I am sure, w itli attention, 
and have considered them with candour. That after 
doing so, your opinions, on the main point, should be 
different from mine, is no presumption -that either of 
us is in the wrong, or that our humble sincere faith, . 

tlitfercntT w'ill not be equally ftqeeptcd by the 
great Father and Master of us all. Indeed, this tra(?t 
was less intended ^)r Christians, whose faith is already 
fixed, than for those who, supposing certain doctrines 
to be taught in S^ipture (which do not, when taken in 
one general vii^w,w9>ear to be taught there), and Nvliich 
cannot brii% their n'unds to agree to, throw' off 
religion altogether. No |)art of your note, my 
dear madam, has pleased me more than tliat short 
partMithesis (“ for I still hold fast my own faith without 
w'avering”), an^l long may this be the ease! Tlie fruits 
of that faith, in the cour.so of your miudi-tried and 
lionouvalile life, arc too good to allow any one to find 
[ fault with 3^.* 


THE JEWELLIOP 'VVATCIT. | 

Among the many officers who, at the close of the 
Peninsular war, retired on h{ilf-i>ay, was Captain 
Dutton of the — th regiment. lie Inid lately married 
the pretty, portionless daughter of a deceased brother . 
olliccr; and tilled with romantic visions of rural bliss 
ami Move in a cottage,’ the pair, wdio were equally 
unskilled in the practical details of housekeeping, 
fancied they could live in aftluence, and enjoy all tlie 
luxuries of life, on the half-pay which formed their 
sole ineoviic. 

They took up their abode near a pleasant toAvn in 
the south of England, and for a time got on pretty 
w'cll ; but w'licii at the (MkI of tlie first year a sw'eet 
little boy made his apiiearance, and at the end of the 
second an eijyaily sweet little girl, tlioy found that 
nurscniaids, baliy-linen, doctors, and all the ctobteras 
.ajiportaining to lliO; introduction and siqiport of llieso 
baby -visitors, formed a serious item in their yearly 
expenditure. 

For a w'hile they struggled on without falliiig into 
debt; but at lengtli their giddy feet slippeil into that vor- 
tex w'hioh has engulfed so many, and tlun'r aflliirs began 
to assume a very gloomy aspeet. About ^liis time an 
adventurer named Smith, with whom Captain Dutton 
became casually acquainted, and wdioso jilausiblit man- 
ners and appearanee completely imposed on the frank, 
unsuspecting soldier, i)roposed to him a plan for insur- 
ing, as he represented, it, a large, and rapid fortune. 
This was to be efi'ected liy embarking considerable 
capital ill the manufacture, of some now kind of spirit- 
bunps, wdiieU ismitlj assured the captain would, when 
once known, supervJdc the use of candles and oil-lamps 
throughout the kinjfdom. • 

To hear him dedcant on the marvellous virtues and 
nidncy-makiiig qualitieif of his lamp, one w'ould be 
inclined to' tajpe him for the lineal descendant of 
Aladdin, .a^d inheritor of that scampish individual’s 
\ precioijp heirloom. Our moilt.'rn magician, howCVtsf*^ 
candidly cmifessed that he still wanted the ^ slave pf 
tlio lamp,’ OT*, i|^i other words, ready money, to set tlm 
invention agoing ; and ho at length suece^ed in per- 
suading the unlucky captain to sell out of the army, 
^lul mvest the price of his commission in this luminous 
venture. If Captain Dutton had refused to pay the 
money until he should be able to jironounco correc-tly 
the name of the invention, he ^voul^ have saved his 
cash, at the cxp^yise probably of a Wfrhi-dislocation of 
his jaws; for the lami) rejoiced in an eight- syllablcn/ 



titlQ, ^ which belonged to a ifliflferent ihander anproaciiing; . iind with a sudddh feeling of 

' fctojrue-^e toek, the Jburth Syriac, and false Bhawfe, he tried to avoid -a recognition. But the 

the Jbwt taJten/ilrbm the aboriginal Jangtiago of New quick eye of General V^oif was not to be eluded, and 
Zeal^d ; ilie intejwening sounds believed to be respec- interd^ him with an outstretched hand, he ex- 
tively fiddh and Munay. claimed — * What, Dutton I is that you? It seems an 

Kotwithsttoding, however^ this prestige of a name, the age since we met. Living in this neiglibourhood, eh ? ' 
Ittinp was a decided failure : its light wip brilliant ‘Yes, general; I have been living liero since I rotinid 
enough; but the odour it exhaled in burning was so fiym the servfce/ 

overpowering, so suggestive of an evil origin, So every- ‘And you sold out, I thiidc — to please the mistress 
way abominable, that those adventurous purchasers I supj^iose, Dutton ? Aii ! these ladies have a great 
who tried it once, seldom submitted their oliiictory dea^ to answer for. Tell Mrs Dutton I sliall call on 
nerves to a second ordeal. The sale and mcMufautufe her some morning, and read her a lecture for taking 
of the lamp and its accompjuiyinji^ spirit were carried you from tfs.* 

on by Mr Smith alolle in one of tlje chief commercial Poor Dutton’s look of confusion, As he t)ictured the 
cities of England, he having kindly arranged to take all general’s visit surprising his wife in the performance 
the trouble off his partner’s liandf* jmd only requiring of her menial labours, rather surj^rised the veteran ; 
him to furnish the necessary fundsc ^<\)r some time the but its true cause did not occur to him. He liad had 
accounts of the business transriiitted Cax)tain Dutton n great regard for Dutton, considering liim one of the 
were most flourishing, and he and his gentle wife fondly best and bravest officers under liis command, jind was 
thought tliey were about to realise a splendid fortune sincerely pleased at meeting him again ; so, after a ten 
for their little ones ; but at length th^y began to feel minutes’ colloquy, during ^le <>f whicli the 

anxious for the arrival of the cent. - per - cent, profits ex-soldier, like tlie war-horse who pricks up his ears at 
which had been promised, but wliich never came; and thq sound of the trumpet, became gay and animated, as 
Mr Smith’s letters suddenly ceasing, liis i>artner one old associations of the camp and field came back on liim, 
morning set off to inspect the scene of operations. tlie general shook him lieartily by tlie hand, and said — 

Arrived at L ^ he r?paired to the street udierc ‘You’ll dine witli me to-morrow, Dutton, iiiul meet a 


the manufactory was situate^ and found it shut uji! few of your old friends? Come, I’ll take no 


Mr Smith had gone ^ff to America, considerably in 
debt to those who had been foolish enough to trust 


you^must not turn Iiennit on our hands,* 

A*t first Dutton was going to refuse, but on second 


him ; and leaving more rent due on the lU’cmiscs tlian thoughts accepted the* invitation, not having, imlwd, 
the remaining stock in trade of the unpronounceable any goo<l reason *to offer for declining it. Having 
lamp would pay. As to the poor ex-caxitain, lie re- taken leave of the general, therefore, he procecde<l 
turned to his family a ruined man. towards home, and announced tlicir rencontre to Jii.s 


iirned to his family a ruined man. towards home, and announced tlicir rencontre to hi.s 

But strength is often found in the depths of adver- wife. She, iKior woman, immediately took out his well- 
sity, courage in despair; and both our hero and his saved suit, and wcupied herself in repairing, as best 
wife set resolutely to work to support themselves and she might, the cruel ravagi^s of time; as well as in 
their children. Happily they owed no debts. On starching and ironing an iilreatly snowy shirt to the 
selling out, Captain Dutton had honourably paid every highest degree of pt*rfoction. 

farthing he owed in the world before intrusting the Next day, in due time, he arrived at GonerMl Vernon's 
remainder of his capital to the unprincipled Smith; handsome temporary dwelling, and received a cordial 


and now this upriglit conduct was its own reward. 


welcome. A dozciT guests, civilians as well as soldiers. 


He wrote a beautiful hand, and 'while seeking some sat down to a splendid banquet. After dinner, tbo 
permanent employment, earned a trifle o<?<aisionally by conversation hapiicncHl to turn on the recent impro>‘C- 
copying manuscripts, and engrossing in an attorney’s men ts in arts and manufactures ; and compariaons were 
office. His wife worked diligently wdih her necnlle; drawn between the relative talent for invention dis- 
but the care of a young family, and the necessity of played by artists of different countries. Watchmaking 
dispensing wdth a servant, liimlered her from adding liappening to be mentioned as one of the arts wliich had 
much to their resources. Notwithstanding their extreme during laic years been wonderfully improved, the host 
poverty, they managed to jireservo a decent appear- desired his valet to fetch a Inust lieautiful little watcli, 
ance, and to prevent even their neighbours from know- a perfect chef-tVoeuvre of workmanshix), 'iflncli he liail 
ing the straits to wdiich they wx*re often reduced. Their lately i)iircha8ed irt Paris ; and which was less valuable 
little cottage was always exquisitely clean and neat; for its richly-jewelled case, than for tlie exquisite per- 
und the children, despite of scanty clotliiiig, and often fection of the mwjhanism it enslirined. The trinket 
insufficient food, looked, as they 'iverc, the sons and passed from hand to hand, and was greatly admirctl l>y 


daughters of a gentleman. 


the guests : then the conversation turned on other 


It was Mrs Dutton’s pride to preserve the respectable topics, and many subjects were discussed, until they 
appearance of ^er husband’s wardrobe; and often did adjourned to the drawing-room to take coffee, 
she work till midnight at turning his coat and darn- After sitting there n while, the general suddenly rc- 
ing his linen, that he might apijar as usual among collected ^liis watch, and ringing for his valet, desired 
his equals. She often urged lunlto visit his former him to take it from the dining-room table, where it 
acquaintances, who* had power tA befriend him, and had been left, restore it to its propt'r x>lace. In a 
solicit their interest in obtaininjg some iiormanent few moments tiro servant returned, looking somewhat 
employment; but the soldier,' who was as brave as a frightened; ho could not find the watch. -General 
lion when feeing the enemy, shrank wWi the timidity Vernon, surprised, went hiinlelf to search, but was not 
of a girl from exposing himself to the hmniliatioh of more fortunate. 

a refusal, and could nOt hear to confess liiss urgent^’ ‘ Perhaps, sir, you or one of the ctjmpany may have 
need. He had too inueh delicacy to pressahis claims; carried it by mistake into the drawing-room?* 
he was too prO |i ia |p be importunate p and so Others I tliink n(^ ; but Ve will try.’ 
succeoded»||fli^flppled. Another ses^jEdi, in which aU 

It general under whom he h^ without ayail. 

lost sight of him since his retire- < 'What I fear,* said the^^neral, .* |s that some oiie by 


succeoded||M^HPIii^* Another ses^jEdi, in which aU the guests 

It general under whom he h^ without ayail. 

lost sight of him since his retire- < 'What I fear,* said the^^ncral, .* |s that some oiie by 
meijit the service,* came to spend a few months diance may tread uj^n and break 
at; thg^isfring-plase near Which the Duttons resided, GoheroJi Verhoh Was avridower, and this costly trinkcJt 

to the season a handsome furnished house, wasfn^ded as a {^eaenito his only chOd^a^^d^^^ 
one morning oh the sandsj in a disconsolate who hod lately married A wealthy baronet, 

saw, with Bun^Se^ Ms former com- ^We Will none of us leave thU room im is 
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found 1 * exflaimed one of the gentlemen with ominoua 
emphasis. \ 

^ That decision,’ said afroung man, who waa engaged 
that night to a hall, ^ might quarter us on our host for 
an indefinite time. I propose a much more speedy and 
satisfactory expedient ; let us all be searclved,* 

This suggestion was received with laughter and ac- 
cliunations ; and the young man, presenting himself as 
tlie first victim, was searched by the valet, who, for*the 
nonce, enacted the part' of custom-house ofliccff* The 
general, who at first opposed this piece of jiTactical 
pleasantrjr, ended by laughing at it ; and eaefi new 
inspection of pockets produced fresh bm^ts of^ mirth. 
Captain Dutton alone took no share in what was 
going on : his hand trembled, liis brow darkened, and 
ho stood as mucli apart as i)ossible. At length his 
turn came; the other guests had all displaycvl the con- 
tents of their po(;kets, so with one accotxl, and amid, 
renewed hmghtcr, they surrounded him, exclaiming 
that he muat he the guilty one, as he was the last. 
The captain, jmlean^^dtated, muttered some ex- 
cuses, unlieard iimi8"fri^proar. 

‘ Now for it, Johnson ! ' cried one to the valet. 

‘Johnson, we’re watching you! ’ said another; ^pro- 
duce the culprit.’ 

The servant advanced; but Dutton crossing his arms 
on his breast, declared in an agitated voice, that, ex- 
cept by violence, no one shovild lay a hand on him. 
A vorj’^ awkward silence ensued, wliich the general 
broho by saying; ‘ Ca})tain Dutton is riglit; this child’s 
pi M V has lasted long enough. I ftlaiin exemption for 
him and for myself.’ 

Dutton, trembling and unable to speak, tlianked his 
kiud liost by a grateful look, and then took an early 
opportunity of withdraw ing. General Vernon did not 
make the slightest remark on his departure, and the 
remaining guests, tlirough politeness, imitated his re- 
stTve ; but tlie iT\irtli of the evening wraa gone, every 
face }(»oked anxious, iuid the host himself seemed grave 
and thoughtful. 

Captain Dutton spent some tinfe in wandering rest- 
lessly on the sands before he •returned home. It was 
late when ho entered the cottage, and his wife could 
not repress an exclamation of aifright when she saw 
his pale and troubled countenance. 

‘ Wliut has happened ? ’ cried she. 

‘ Nothing,’ replied her liusban 1, throwing himself on 
a chair, and laying a small i)acket on the Able. ‘ You 
luive cost me very dear,’ he said, adtlressing it. In 
vain did fiis wife try to soothe liiin, and obtain an 
explanation. ‘Not now, Jane,’ kc said; ‘to-morrow 
we shall see. To-morrow I will tell you all.’ 

Early next moniing he went to Gkmeral Vernon’s 
house. Although he walked resolutely, Ids mind w’as 
sadly troulded. How could ho himself? In 

what way would he be received P How could he speak 
to the general witliout risking the reception of some 
hx)k or word which he could never pardon ? The very 
meeting with Johnson was to be dreiuled. * 

He knocked ; another servant opened the door, and 
instantly gave him admission, ^^his man, at all 
events/ he thought, ‘knows noSting of what has 
passed.’ Will the general receive lum ? Yes ; he is 
ushered into hU dressilig-TOom. Without daiing to 
raise his eyes, the poor man began to spoak in a low 
hurried voice, • 

^Genorid Vernon, you thought my conduct strange 
last night ; and painfUl and humiliating as its explana- 
tion will 1^ I it due to you and ^ myaelf to make 

Eia auditor to Biitton wont on,* 

without heeding tlie int^upj|pn.^ ‘My misery Is at . 
its height ; that is my only i^uae.^ My wife and our 
four little ones are actually starving H • 

V cried the general with emotion, But 
Button proceedSd. 


‘ I cannot describe my feelings yesterday while seated 
at your luxurious table. I thought of my^^por Jane* 
depriving herself of a morsel of bread to give it to her 
baby; of mjr little pale thin Amnie; whose delicate 
appetite rejects the coarse food Which is all we can give 
her ; and in an evil hour I transferred two pdth 
from my plate to my pocket, thinking they would 
tempt my little darling to cat. I should have died of 
shame had these things been produced from my pocket, 
and your guests and servant made witnesses of my 
cruel poverty. Now, general, you know all ; and but 

the:rfE><ar of being suspected by you of a crime, iny 
distress should never liave been known ! ’ 

‘A life of unluemished hon«juir,’ replied his friend, 

‘ has placed you ^l.)ove the reach of suspicion ; besides, 
look here!’ And he shewed the missing watch. ‘It 
is I,* continued who must ask pardon of you all. 
ij|; a fit of liblence I had dropped it into niy waist- 
iSlt-pocket, where, in Johnson’s iiresence, I discovered 
it wTdle undressing.’ 

‘ If I had only known 1’ murraured i)oor Dutton. 

‘Don’t regfet what has occurred,’ said the general, 
pressing his liapd kindly. ‘ It has been the means of 
acquainting me with what you should never have con- 
cealed fr«m an old friend, who, please God, will find 
some means to servo you.* 

In a few days CJiptain Dutton received another 
invitation to dine with the general. All the former 
guests were assembled, and their host, with ready tact, 
took occasion to apologise for his strange forgetfhlness 
about the watch. Captain Dutton found a paper within 
the folds of his napkin : it wjis liis nomination to an 
honourable and lucrative post, which insured com- 
petence and comfort to himself and his family, 

A VISIT TO THE NORTH CA^E. 

II A VINO hired an open boat and a crew of three hands, 

I left Hammerfost at nine r.M., July 2, 1850, to visit the 
celebrated Nordkap. The boat Avas one of the peculiar 
Nordland build — very long, narrow, sharp, but strongly 
built, Avith both ends shaped alike, and excellently ' 
adapted either for rowing or sailing. We had a strong 
head-wind from north-etist at starting, and rowed across 
the harbour to the spot wliere the house of the Britisli 
consul, Mr Robertson, a S(!otchman, is situated, near 
to tlie little battery {fcvstninff') which was erected to 
defend tlie afiproach to Ilaiumcrfest, subsequently to 
the atrocious seizure of the place by two English ships 
during the last war. Mr Robertson kindly lent me a 
number of reindeer skins to lie on at the bottom of the 
boat; and spreading them on the rough stones we carried 
for ballast, 1 Avas thus provided Avith an excellent bed. 

I have slept for a fortnight at a time on reindeer skins, 
and prefer, them to any feather-bed. IVIr Robertson 
warned me that I should find it bitterly cold at sea, 
and expressed suqArise at my light clothing; but I 
smiled, and assured him that my hardy wandering life 
had habituated nqi to bear exposure of every kind with 
perfect impunitjiJ By on ingt^ious contrivance of a 
very long tiller, Jtho pilot steered with one hand and 
rowed with tlie other, fand we sj^eedily cleared the har- 
bour, and caept round the coast of Qiial Go (Whale- 
Island), qp which Hammeriest is situated. Ah^t mid- 
niglil!:, when the sim Avtas jiliining a consideif^q way 
above the horizon, the view of a solitary liAlq jock, 
in the ocSaiydiead, bathe<l in a flood of ^rij|j|j|i^ 
was mosih impressive. We proceeded witH^tolerable 
Adnd until six in the morning, when squalls 

of wind and torrents of rain begap to be^t upon us, 
forcing us to run, about two hours ifter wards, into 
Havdaund; a very narrow strait^ betwoon the island of 
Havoe and the mainland of Einmar^ As it was im- 
possible to pro(»Be4 in Sjoch a tempest^ we rail the bmit 
to a landing-plac^ in i^nt 0 ^^^ summer residence 
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of Herr iTUcHv a magn in Fimrtark. Tliir is 
oindaubtod^ tiie most northern gGritleman’s liouse in the 
ivorld. It is a laaTj^^ honddoinc, wooden building, painted 
white, and ig^uiteNbqual ii^ appearance t5" fliO better class ' 
of villas in the North. The fanfily only reside theixj 
during the three summer months ; and extensive ware- 
‘ hpuB^ for the trade in dried cod or stockfish, are 
attiwhed. My crew obtained shelter iii an outbuilding, 
and i uhhesitatiiigly sought the hospitality of the man-, 
sloh. Herr Ulich hmiself Was absent, being at his 
house at Iliiramerfest ; but his amiable lady, and her 
son and two daughters, received me wflh a frank cor- 
diality as great as though I were aji old friend; and 
jn a few minutes I wa 3 thoroughly at home. Here I 
found a highly -accomplished family,^ surrounded with 
llio luxuries and refinements of civ^atioii, dwelling 
amid the wildest solitudes, and so n^’t^ the North Caiie 
that it can be distinctly seen from thefr house in clear 
weather. !Mrulame Ulich and her daughbiTs spoke 
nothing but Norwegian ; but the son, a very intelligent 
young man of about nint*teen, spoke English very 
. well. He had recently returned froin^i two years’ 
residence at Archangel, wliere the merchants of Ein- 
mark send their sons to learn the liussian language, us 
it is of vital importance for their trading intorests — tlie 
greater iK)rtion of the trade of Finmark l)eing w ith the 
White-Sea districts, wliieh supply them with meal and 
other necessaries in exchange for stockfish, &c. Near 
as they W’cro to the North Cape, it W’as a singuhir fact 
tliat Herr Ulich and his son bad only oiich3 visited it ; 
and the fomrier liad resided ten years at Havdsund — 
not more than twenty-five miles distant — cre that visit 
took place! They said that very few travellers visited 
the Cape ; and, strange to say, thl* majority arc French 
and Italians. 

I declined to avail myself of the pressing offer of a bed, 
and spent tlie morning in conversation with tins very 
interesting family. Tliey hacl a handsome drawing-room, 
containing a grand colossal bust in bronze of Louis-Fhi- 
lippo, King of the French. The cx-kiiig, about fifty-five 
years ago, when a wandering exile (under the assumed 
name of Miiller) visited the N(jrtli Cape. He oxperh.‘iiecd 
hospitality from many resilient: in Finmark, and he had 
slept in this verj'' room; but the house itself then stood 
on Maas Island, a few miles further fiorth. Many years 
ago, the present proprietor removed the entire structure 
to Havoc ; and Lis son assured me the room itself w'as 
preserved almost t^xactly ns it w'lis when Louis-rhilippc 
used it, though considerable additions and improve- 
ments iiave lx*en n»iu.le to otlier parts of the house. 
About sixteen, year.s ago, Faul Ganiard, the president 
of the commission shortly afterw^ards sent by tlie French 
government to explore Oreenland and Iceland, called 
on Herr Ulich, and said he was instructed by the king 
to ask w'hat present he would prefer from his majesty 
as a memorial of his visit to the North. A year 
afterwards, the conx*tte of w'ar, La Recherche^ on its, 
w'ay to Iceland, &c. put into Havusiind, and left the 
bust in question, as tlw; express gift uf the king. It is 
a grand w'ork of art, executed in the unest style, and is 
intrinsically very vMii^hlc, although \f course the cir- 
cumstances under which it became Herr Ulich ’s pro 
perty add inestimably to its wca-tli in his eyes. The 
latter gentleman is himself a remarkably specimen of 
the lughly-educated Norwegian. He has tra^lled 6ver 
all Europe, and^ppeaka, mqfe or less, most cmlised lan- 
guages. to I enioyed tlie 

r, and his eager ho^itiKity : and | 


guages. to I eiyoyed tlie 

pleasure and his eager lio^idlity j and 

heikvouTeiipp with an introduction for the Norwegian 
states mj|tister at Stockholm. I merely mention these 
the.woiin-hcarted kindness which even 
an i^ifittoduced, ^kiiotvn traveller may experience in 
Herj XJlldi has resided twenty-five 
;ye|^^ and >e says tldnks that not 

English travellers have vjpitaj tlws NorUi 
twenty yeorsT-that is to say, way pf 


Hahimerfest’j buW parties of English gentltsmen occa- 
sionuily pi^Piced direct in their yachts. 

Fain would my new friends^have delayed my depar- 
ture; but, wind and tide serving, I resumcMl my voyage 
at noon, promising to call on my return. In sailing 
through the sound, I noticed ii neat, little w^oodeji 
church, the most northern in Finmark. A miniator 
preaches in it tb the Fins and Laps at intervals, which 
depend mu^^h on the state of the w'eather ; but I bclicTc 
once a month in summer. The congregation come from 
a circle of immense extent. If I do not err, Mr Kobort 
CIianTbcrs mentions in his tour having met with the 
clergyainn Of this wild parish.* 

Passing Maas (ie, ive sailed across an open arm of the 
sea, and reached the coast of ^lagor ()e, the island on 
wdiich the North Cape is situated. Mager ()c is pcrliaps 
twenty miles long by a dozen broad, and is separated 
from the extreme northern mainland of Finmark by 
Magerdsimd. Although a favourable ivhid blcfw, my 
crew persisted in running into a havlxmr here, wiiere 
there is a very extensive fiff? establishment, 

called Gjcsvolir, belonging to Messrs Ag.'uird of Hatii- 
merlbst. There are several houses, sheds, and 
immense tiers of the split stockfisli drying across hori- 
zontal poles. At this time about two Inindred people 
w'cre employed, and one or two of tlie singular tliree- 
masted \VhiU*-jkm ships were in the harbour, w ith many 
Finmark fishing-boats. The w'ater was liti rally blnck 
Avith droves of young cod, w'hich might have been killed 
by dozens as they Vasked near the surface. My men 
loitered lioiir nfter hour; but as I was most anxious to 
visit the Xortii Cape when the midnight sun illumined 
it, I induced them to proceed. 

On resuming our voyage, avc coasted along the shore, 
wdiicli w'as one mass of savage, precipitous rcK*k, until 
tlie black massive Cape hxmied very disiinctly in the 
horizon. I landed at a bluft‘ headland calleil Tuii®s, 
and collected a few flowuirs growing in crcA ices in the 
rock. A little beyond that, in Sandhugt, a fragment of 
Avreck was discerniliie, and I ordered tlie boat to be 
jiuiled tOAvards it. It proved to lie a portion of the 
keel of a largo sliip, about fifty fet‘t long, and much 
worn. It liacl evidently been hauled on the reetk by 
some fishermen, and the fortunate salvors liad placed 
their rude marks upon it, I mused over this Ihiginent { 
of Avreck, Avhich Avas mutely eloquent Avitli melaiiclioly | 
Buggestivenass. Hoav many praj^era liad gone fortli ' 
with tlie unknoAvn ship ! how many fatlujrs, brotliors, j 
sisters, lovers, and unconscious Avidows aiwl orjiliaiiis, | 
might at that inomcvt be hoping agaiiist hope for her j 
return I 'J'o A^ liut port did she belong? In w hat remote | 
ocean had she mot her doom? Pereliaiice thi.s keel had i 
been borne by Avind and tide from some region of tliick- 
ribbed ice, and was the only relic to tell of the dark 
fate of a gallant bark and brave creA\’^ ! Alas, Avhat a 
thrilling history might that weed-tangled iiiece of Avood 
bo linked Avith, and wkat food did it supply for the 
wanderer’s imaginaticml 

Resuming the voyage, we came to a long promontory 
of solid rock, stretching far into the sea, Avlierc! it tapei » 
doAvti to the level the water. It is calkid Kiiiuskju!- 
rodden ; and I particularly draw attention to it for tlie 
following reason At Ilamuiorfost the consul favoured 
me with an inspection of the cliorts recently pubJislied 
w the l^orwcgian govemineut, from express surveys 
by scientific officers of their navy. The instant I cust 
my eye over the one ^containing Mager Oe, I per- 
ceivfid that Kniuskjcsinddcii was sot down farther 
north tiim the mrih Cape itse^! The consul said 
‘that such was the actual fact^ though not con- 

sent to its disputing tha Intimacy of the ancient fame 
which the 'Cape wortlmy enjoys J since it is inerely a 


a of tha North ^ 

hui^h JouMP pt Hoceiitber iSftS. 


tv Chwatorfi’s Btlin- 
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Itnr, narrow projection, of altogctlioi^insigiuficaiit clio- eight Iiours- witliout rest, borlily fatigW wftrf little 

nictcr. I walked to its extremity, ai^i iiarrowdy felt. I c,ouUl behold froni my airy clev.^tion 

escaped being waslied b}! tlie Tearing breakers into the miles of the siwface* of the island. The higlier peaks 
deep transparent sea. and the shcHefed hollows wore clothed With snow, 

Kounding Kniuskjoerodden, tiie North Cape burst in giittering in the miHnight sun, and several dark lakes 
all its sunlit grandeur on my delighted view. It was nestled amid the frowning rocks, 

now a dead calm, and my vikings pulled very .slowly liesuraing my progress, I passed overtire surface of 

atToss the grand hay of KuiiisvaTig, fo alluid me an tlic Cape. It is covered Avith slaty dehris^ and, what 
opportunity of sketching the object, Aviiich is *ono struck me as very remarkable, (luautities of a substance 
enormous iiiass of solid* rock uiiwards of a thousand resembling coarse Avijito marble, ‘ totally different from 
feet ill elevation. I can compare it to nothing more the Cape itself. The only vegetation on the summit is 
I fitly tlian the keep of a, castle of tremendous siz5 ; for ^ gpeciee of m8ss, which bears most beautiful flowers, 
j it very gently tiipers upwards from tlfo base, and generally of a pujplp hue, blooming in clusters of hun-* 
I jn-esL’iits a aiirface marvellously resembling timeworn dreds and thousmids togctlier. yrii(*se diinib Avithesses 
I masonry. The front approaeliea tlie perpendicular, of nature’s benevolent handiwork tilled my soul witli 
I and so does niiieli of the Avestern side also, llie colour jikiasing, grateful thoughts, and uplifted it to the Divine 
j of this mighty rock is a dfirk, shining, speckled gray, Being wlio makfll^lowers to bloom and Avators to gush 
I relievetl by (hi//ling massi*s of snow lying in the gigantic ; JjBt the most diliolate regions of the earth. In the bed 


j lissures, whicli setin to have been riven by some dread 
eonvursiou. 'I'lie impi’essitni I felt as the boat glided 
btmealli its slt adow was one of tlirilling awe; for its 
inagnitieently sttWTWprtions — its colossal magnitude 
— its position as tlie lonely, unchanging sentin^‘1 of 
nature, Avli^ili for countless ages has stood forth as the 
lemiinatioM of th(' lairopeiui continent, frowning dc- 
liance to the in;i(bleiiing fury of the mystic Arctic 
Ocean— all combine to invest it with associations and 
j attrilniics of overpowering majesty. My ideas of its 
I snhlimity were more tlian realised ; and as 1 lanCed on 
i its I'ase, in the lila/.e of tlie Midnight Sun, 1 lelt an 
' einoiion of proud joy, that my hmg-feasted Kope of 
I gazing njion it at siicli an hour, and under snch cireum- 
j stances, was literally fulfilled. 

1 Th(‘ only phu'e where a landing (am V>e efieeted is on 
j the western sid(‘, about a mile and a lialf from the bead 
; of the Cape ; and it is usual for those who ascend it to 
I go many miles round from this starting-place, to gain 
; the summit, luHaiuse a direct uiiward ascent is con- 
siden^l impracticable. Ilut liaviiig much (anifidence in 
my cliinl/nig ca]iabilities, I Vesolved to axlventure the 
latter feat; and allbongh ImrtheifiMl Avith my sea-cloak 
and other things, I instantly ecnninenced the task, leav- 
ing ni}' erew to slumber in llie boat until my return. 
1 Ibnnd the whole of the Avestern side, opposite th(j 
i huiding-phicc, eluthed with the most luxuriant AH*ge- 
tatiou to the licigbt of aliout a hundred yards. 
There Avere myriads of floAvers, inchidiug exriuisite 
whit(‘ violets with hairy steins ;*])urj)le, refl, and white 
star-flowers; the beautiful large yellow eup« flower, 
groAving otr stems two feet high, and called by tlie Nor- 
Avegians kiuf]>~HuJli’.u-vl(--iiloinskr (literally, buttoii-siiu- 
eyc-floAver); and many other varieties of species un- 
known to me. There Averc also several kinds of 
i tlwarf shrubs, including the juuip(T, then in green 
I berry. IJutterllies and iiisecds flitted gaily from 
' flower to fiowcT. After resting on a ledge of rock to 
! take breath, and look doAvn on the glassy Avaters and 
the l)oat at my feet — iiuav dwindled to a speck — I 
resi'imc.Hl my clambering; but to my extreme luor- 
lifhration, Avhen 1 had aflcendcd two-thirds of the Avay, 
at no small risk to my hones, I Avit^mastcred by over- 
hanging masses of rock, all tricklin^itU slimy moisture 
from the congealed snow above. Here I had a nar- 
row escupe from \>eing •killed by a firagnient of loose 
r^k giving way beneath me, add drawing down other 
pieces after it; but 1 clung tenaciously Jto a firm pari| 
mid the heavy stones bounded harmlessly over rny 
head. I descended vrith difficult; kiid after carefully 
surveying tlie face of the rocks, tried ^ a more faA^ftur- 
’ able place, aiwl even then I was above an hour in gaining 
the sunamit. I ^understand thatl um the first adven- 
tut^er who has sealed the Cajpe at that jdace; and I 
w^rtaiuly . thankful i rny 

weary fraifie down, ai]ul eat some frugal ftire, slaking 
jny thirst with a handfri of spow fr^^ patch 

by side. - *jrtiQ«gh I had been than forty- 


^ a ravine, crossed in my way toAvards the end of the 
Cape, I found a rapid stream of the purest Avater, Avhieh | 
l>roved deliciously refreshing. 1 Avaudered along ; and 
after skirtiii}^ mueh of the western pri‘cipice, drcAV nigh 
the bourne of my pilgrimage. The ( Jape terniinat(A.s in a 
shape approaching a semicircle, but the most nortlierri j 
part sAveWs out in a clear apimxriablc point. About 
a hundred yards from tlu? latter I cjnriu; upon a circle 
of stoiu's, piled ncarlt^hreast bigb, enclosing a sjiace 
some dozen feet in diainetor. This had evidently been 
erected by a |)arty of visitors as a shelter fi’om the 
Avind-s. Not far distant, a block of black rock rivSes 
above the level, Avbicli is otherAvise smooth as a IxiAvl- 
ing-groen, and covered with minute fragments of rock. 
Witliin tAvo or three yards of tlie extreme point is a 
small poh?, .sustained in the centre of a pile of stones. 

I found several initials and dates cut on this very 
perishabie register, and addi^d my oavii. 1 believe it 
was set up by the government exjiedition three or four 
years ago, as a signal-post for their trigonohietrieal 
survey. 

I cannot adequately deserihe the tide of emotion 
which filled my soul as 1 walked up to tlie dizsiy verge. 

I only know tliat, after standing a moment Avith folded 
arms, beating heart, and tear-dimmed eye, I knelt, 
and Avith lowly-iioAved head, returned thanks to God 
for pernytting me to thus realLse one darling dream of 
my lK}yhood ! 

Despite the Avind, wliich here hlcAv violently, I sat 
doAAUi by the sjde of the iiole, and Avi'appiiig iny cloak 
around me, long eonteni]>lated tlio grand spectacle of 
nature in one of her sublimest aspect.^;. I Av^as truly 
alone. Not a living iK'ing was in siglii ; far iK iieath 
was the boundless expan.'^e of ocean, Avith a sail or tAvo 
on its bosom at an iminetise (listaiice ; .aboA^e A\'as tlie 
canopy of heaven, flecked Avith snowy (‘loudlets ; the 
sun Avas gleaming through a liroad belt of blood-red 
horizon ; Uie only sounds Avere the wlvistling of the 
Aviud, and the ociaisional jilaiidivc seivam of hovering 
sea-fowl. My pervading finding was a calm though 
deep sense of intijllectual enjoyment and triumph- 
very natural to iw enthusiastic young Avanderer Aipon 
achieving one of Abe long-cheritiied enterprises of Ids 

life. I 

With reluctant and tvildly-devious steps, T hiule what 
is probably a» eternal adieu to the wondrous Cape, and 
cflected comparatively easy (lese.ent to the placo 
AAdie^ I had started. My »ien had dropped grapnel a 
wnsiaerablc distance from the rock; and being unwil- 
lin|P to dfstU|b tlieir shimber, I spent some further 
time in exploring tlio AA^estern base. There is a very 
curious cavernous range of rock washed o^t by the 
‘terrific beating of wintry storms, so as to form a species 
Of arcaile. The sides arc of immense thickness, but the 
sea has worn tliem open at the The water 'hen», 
as along the Avbole coast of Norw^j^iJtttd Finmark, is 
marvellously tuansparout. Weeds and fish may bo 
seen 0 a prodigious depth cleorly as in a mirroi;* *’ 


On> the i^tum voyage, we ran into a creek near 
Sandbiigi;,i and the crew wont ashoro to a Lap gamine 
(hut) to sleep 5 hnt as I liad no desire to furnish a 
dainty fi?esh meal to the vemiin wKli which every 

g ammo swiUms, I slept soundly^ my reindeer skaas 
1 the boat, although it was now rainy and intensely 
cold. After the lapse a few hours I joined them at 
the gamme, and bought a dno pmsk or tunic of reindeer 
skin from an (dd Lap ; aud learning that his herd of reins 
was in the vicinity, I had n long ramble in seascli of 
them, but without avail ; for they had wandered far 
away, influenced by that remarkable ‘instinut wl^cb 
impels reindeer to iiivarinbly run aantns; the wind. 1 
gatliered some fine Sjj)ecirncn3 of sponge in marshy 
hollows. Ill the course of our siibSequent voyage, I 
made another pause of a few hours at Oiosvohr, where 
I examined tiie works for curing tlf.^Tish and extract- 
ing the oil, but declined taking any* repose. Next 
morning, being favoured with a powerM wind, our 
little craft fairly leaped over the waves ; and I noted 
her dexterous management with the eye of an amateur 
receiving a valuable lesson. The old ^idot kept the 
sheet of tlie Ing-sail constantly rcjidy to slip, and an- 
other hand ttood the grcastHl halyard to let all go 
by the run ; for there are frequent eddies twid squalls 
of wind along this very dangerous coast, which would 
upset a boat in an iuhtant, not great tact and 
unremitting vigilance cixercisod. The sea ran excecxl- 
ingly high, and we ship|)od water from stem to stern 
every time we settled in its trough, in such a way tJiat 
the baling never ceased. Safely, howt*ver, rlid we run 
into Tlavosund once more at about eiglit o’clock. 

Ifoiing Ulich welcomed my uncxiiectedly early return 
at the landing-place, and I was dclightc(l to again lie- 
come tlie cagerly-welcomwl guest of Ida house, llappily, 
and only too quickly, did tlic time speed. I chatted in 
my sadly-broken Norwegian — tlie first to laugh at my 
own comical blunders; and the ihlcst young lady 
sweetly sang to mo several of the most ancient and 
popular of her native ballads, accompiinying them on 
her guitar —the fashitmable instrument of mush in the 
North, where many things which liavc fallen into d('£uc- 
tude with us universally floui.nh. As she could under- 
stand no other language, 1 in return did my host to 
chant the cclebratc*(l nation.d Danish song, Dr/i tapjn 
Landsoldatj tlie fame of which lias penetrated to the far 
North. So popular is this song in Denmark, that its 
author aud composer huve botli ri*ccully received an 
order of knightliood for it. In the library wcie Iran* - 
liitions of Marryat, and other Knglisli novelists; and 
they shewed ?ne a copy of-- (’ruiLshaiik’s Bottle! I 
thought that if that gifted artist ctiuld have tlius be- 
held how his fame and a genuine (‘op;N of his greatest 
work has penetrated, and is highly appreciated in the 
vicinity of the North Cape, ho would have experienced 
a glow of enviable, and not undeserved satisfaction. The 
only teetotaller, 'by the way, whom I ever met with in 
Scandinavia, was one of the crew of the boat with me. 
lie invariably declined tlie hrandiinin, as I passed it 
rounrl from time to time, and asAired mo he drank 
only water and milk. • t 

The young ladies had iiliout a scole of pretty tamo 
pigeons; and to my extreme regfet a eouplo were killed, 
to give me on additional treat oit a* dinntr served in a 
style which I should rather have expected tQ^meCt with 
in on English hotel thani at a solitary house an 
arctic island. ThcVj ft jywards conducted iiic to tlieir 
^garden! pirdcn, the of wiiich 

has (nctcnd^jAfil^ wide in Finmark ; for there Is 
nothing tOgd^nire to it for at Icust four hundred miles 
southwi^llir^P^ of considerable size, enclost^d by liigh* 
woodeiflfjlmiif p^ted black to attract the sun’s rays, 
irhidte^e Vesry ferv;?d in the latter end of summer, 
y elpp a, peas, and other table vegetables, were in a 
slate, but only come to maturtty'in fhvourablc 
I hod some radislics at jUnacTi and cxcellont 


they were. Globed frames protected cudumber and 
other plaqift, and many very beautiful and delicate 
flowers bloomed in the open air. The young ladies 
gathered some of tlic finest specimens of these, in- 
cluding large blue forget-mo-nots, and placed them 
within the loaves of my Bible. Highly do I treasure 
theni,tfor they will over vividly recall a host of pleasant 
aud romantic al»sociations. 

Most pressing were they aU to induce me to stay 
pome diiys.with them, and gladly indeed would I have 
complied hod circumstances permitted ; but 1 felt 
<*oniiibUed to liastcn buck to Ilammerfest. In the 
afternoon, therefore, I bade adieu to a family wliicli bad 
shewn me a degree of engaging kjndness greater than 
any 1 had exjierienced since 1 left my warmly-attai'ljed 
Danish fticiids. 

The remainder of our n'turn voyage was wot anrl 
tempestuous. We sailed iiml roved all night, and 
reached llammerfcst at eight a.m. on July .*», much to 
the astonibhment of the good folks tlicrc, vho had not 
anticipated toeing us again in le ss tha n a week or ten 
days. The consul and nviny otfici S*!tvlured mo th.at my 
voyage had been performed with unpri‘(o<lonlod “HpeH'd, 
the M'holo time occupied being not quite tlu'ot' and a 
halfdays. W. H. 


THE NEW THEOKY OF BEAUTY. 

Ir is commonly said, witJi reference to female beauty, 
that ouch nation has its ovu standard, and each indivi- 
dual his own taste; and yet no one expresH-s sur]>ri‘ie 
vluii it is found that all nations and all individuals 
concur in deidaring a p.irtieiilar tigiiri*, executed in 
marble, to he perfection itself, 'fhat there is an error 
here is obvious, for there cannot 1 k‘ a universal tjjie and 
national types of the <^.Mne thing at the sam(‘ time ; and 
ill our opinion it .irisi s .sinqdy from our eonfoniuling 
passion vvitli taste, and giving the sacred mime of 
beauty to that which is Incrcly lovcsonieiuss, or (lie 
quality vhich cxcit(‘*< aflcction.* Tlie ni'-take lias been 
pr(»luctivc of imuh waste i*r tlioiight an 1 time; for it 
iia, led various inquirers of tho m<jst t*I(‘gant and mge- 
inous minds to coiifine their n'sc a relies uitliiri ‘^ucli 
limits ns sex, age, and assoi i.itioii of id»''is; and the 
practical result is, tliat wc liave no such thing ns an 
int(‘lUgiblc definition of beauty, writirs even of the 
highest raflk being fa.in to contdit tlnmselves with 
tellingvthe world not what it is, but /c/te/Y, in tlieir 
opinion, it resides. • 

If we emancipate* ourselves from thc'^e restrictions, 
and look upon beauty as identical with a principle [ler- 
vialing all nature, as obvious in her minutest works- 
in a leaf, or flower, or in tlio crystals of an evaporated 
tear or of a flake of snow — as in the human face divine, 
we shall find our explorations much easier. In music | 
wc have national melodies in many cases as muntelli- 
giolo to the liearts of other nations as the language of 
the people. Those are to classleal melody what love- 
someness is to beauty, depending for their charm upon 
local constitution ju'd nsscudations : and wc do not in 
tlieir case atterapir lo construct a science out of partial 
and peculiar facts, but admit that the car of taste may 
liqger di^ligbtudly over such' untaught combinations, 
even after being elevated into a devout appreciation of 
fhe works of tjto acknowledged mastors of song. Pre- 
cisely in tho same way a woman of our own country 
may bo charming in ^ur eyes, with all her national 
peculiarities of fece and form ; while at that very mo- 
ment our educat(Sl taste may be thrilled with admiration 
of the ideal beauty of the old sculptors. To compre- 
hend aud acknowledge this distinction between taste 
and passion— botwee^the partial and mutable and the 
unchai^^ ond universal— wa conidder to bo indis- 

* Jouroal/Na. m) ^vlasfBaauty.* 
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pensable 3i any pliilosophical inqwy into tho nature 
of beauty. \ 

But is it not eattraortinary, even with reference to 
human beauty, that in spite of national peculiarities, 
and in spite of the whims and fantasies of passion, 
there should exist a type which all civilised men unite 
in acknowledging ? Is it not extraordinary tiiat tins 
type, not belonging, in absolute inte^ity, to an^ one 
nation, or any living ^>cing, should have been dis- 
covered by a single people, the ctliereal idea cesolvcd 
by them into solid marble, and the idolum of J^iity 
thus set up for the worship and despair of succeeding 
ages ? Tlic genius of the Greek sculptors mi^ht have 
taught them to personify sentiment aiid passion, but it 
could hot have taught them to. deify form. The sen- 
timent and passion are modified, as might be expected, 
by numerous t'ircumstaiieea, and by none more than 
individual skill ; hut the form is identical through?^ 
out lyi entire people, and through liundreds of years!^ 
Tluit form does not belong to life, but it belongs to 
nil tore ; and presumed to foreshew the 

.•Uhiiument of her ium, the completion of her develop- 
5 nuait, the fulfilment of, a law of iirogress whiclij is at 
work in her v liole domain. 

Blit liovv' did tlie Greeks of the a.ge of Pericles attain 
to a knowledge of that which is not yet born, yet 
wbieh we of the present iigc consent, as implicitly as 
they, to accexit as the Irue beauty ? This ques^oii has 
not, till recently, received so much attention as it 
de serves; the Greek sculxitures, and tho other jirodiic- 
lions of that jieoplc in the formative art, being moredy 
used :is (‘xam{»Ies of surpassiiig beaut}^, and their pecu- 
liar skill set down, 'luiguely as the result, of peculiar 
genius. This niiglit lie said -Nvith sufReienfc x>robal)ility, 
as we oliservcd on a former (»c(:asiun, of tVio of 

ail intlividual ; but when we sec tho same result 
arrived at by sev<‘ral generations of a whole peoiile 
divided into separate states, and united by little more 
tluiu a common language, .qud wdien we find the skill 
inferred vanish comxiletely and^ for ever during the 
(‘onviilsions of the country ineidcntal to its being 
absorbed into the Konian dofninion, avc are forced to 
look, for soiiK' other cause. The same system of pro- 
Iiorlion, as Winckelmann obscrve.s, is found even in 
ordiiifiry fl.gures by the ancient artists; and notwitli- 
etanding diflerencajs in execution, all the old works 
a]ipear to have been executed by folhnve^s of one and 
tlie same school. It would seem, in fact, that during 
the x^almv period referred to, certaiu principle of art 
must have bea n known, which, like many other secrets 
of antiquity, were subsequently Ibst. 

It has always been suspected tliat the ancient sculp- 
tors were iu;quaiiited with some definite laws of propor- 
tion, wdiich gave a vantiige-ground to their genius far 
more important than can be acquired in our day by the 
most laborious study. The evidences of tlie fact may 
be found in Muller’s ‘Ancient Art and its Ilemains;* 
but for our xiart we are more inclined to trust to logical 
deductions than to the little wo know or comx>reliend^ 
of the doctrines of Pythagoras or Plato. The former 
is admitted by Dr Burney to been tho inventor 
of the monochord, or harmonic canon, which retluced 
music to a geometricij^ science; but neither he nor 
his great follower is in anywise precise in bringing 
under a similar law the other departments of aesthetes 
— by which won:! it seems to be how agreed that we 
.should descri lie all matters poj*taliiing to the fine arts. 
It may very well bo argued that there was uothisg to 
hinder the theo^’ of tho formative art, luiy more than 
that of tlie art of music, from being laid Sown by thoi 
ancients with precision ; byt vrij do not see how it is 
possible to get over the sample ffecta already mentioned, 
that the type of ideal or preternatural boantyJeft by 
the Greeks is aeoepted at tiila day as the ti^* beauty 
wherever civilisation exists ; and that the art of sculp- 
ture, lia practised fbr seteral centuries by an entiro 


people, and which was lost with their*nationli inde- 
pendence, Is still the despair of the modernnvorld. 

Tlie pbpular objection to a tlieory which proposes to 
place the formative art uiwn a geometrical basis like 
fiiuflic, if well ft)uh8ed, must be so by mero chance; 
for in itself it iai curiously illogical. This objection 
Is, that if such a theory were correct, it would make 
every geometrician a Phidias. In oilier words, any 
man who executed a symmetrical figure would neces- 
sarily acquire the power of Daedalus to make it move 
its marble li^ibs; or the influence of Pygmalion, . to 
, liiive is warmed by the goddess of beauty into life 
and love ! is something like supposing, as a 

writer we shalL come to pre^ntly remarks, that a 
‘ scientific knowledge of the grimimatical construction 
of language wmiM suable men to write true poetry.* 
Gi^ometry, ho^«r, although certainly a very ad- 
mirable thing, \an work no sucli miracles. The most 
urate imitator, whose unwearied industry has been 
to him a siihstituto fqr science, and wliose copies can 
hardly be distinguished from the originals, derives no 
X)ower from that proficiency to give artistical expression 
I to a single thought of Ins own. If the theory referred 
to 1)0 correct, it will simply put it into our power to 
obtain, H<rientific rules, a result we at present strive 
after by a laborious education of tlie eye. And this is 
the more iinx)ortant^om the fact, that many a true 
artist is deficient in tho mechanical basis of his art. 
Some men acquire in months what others toil after in 
vain for ^Tars; and examples might be given — and 
these not remote either in place or time—- of high and 
undoubted genius failing of its reward from a mere 
dc'fect in that minor faculty on which proportion dc- 
j)end.s. 

The same analogy between the eye and tlio car 
(using both these words to denote tho faculty that 
axipreciates fitness and beauty) which we have traced 
in other cireuin stances, is obvious in the present case. 
One man has a finer eye just as ho has a finer ear 
than another ; and both organs are susceptible of edu- 
cation ; tho difibreiice l>eing solely this, that in music 
science comes to the aid of the dull ear, iiiui elevates 
I its possessor to the perception and execution eveh 
of classical melody; wliilo in art the dull eye has 
hitherto continued to plod on without assistance, 
and to cloud with its ‘dim sufTusion * the light of 
genius. It j.s curious that, wdtii these analogies before 
him, the author of the article ‘ Beauty,* in tho Ency- 
clopiodia Britarmica (who is likewise the author of 
the criticism in the Edinliurgh Beview on Alison’s | 
work on the same subject), should h;tve forcibly dis- i 
united music and art, by asserting tlisit tlie fiieulty of 
appreciating melody and harmony is ‘quite unique, 
and unlike anything else in our constitution.* 

Independently, however, of the notions caught from 
the drcaifly liints of Plato, the analogous nature of tlie 
licauty of sight and that of sound appears to have struck 
inquirers of diflerent ages ; although sxiceial respect is 
of course due to the opinion of those who made the 
exact sciences their study. Newton declared his in- 
clination to belijve in some general law regulating the j 
agreeable or unploas^ng affections of ail our senses; ' 
and, in particular, in the relation between objects 
of sight aiM? the harmonic ratios in their ca];)acity to 
inspire flhe fboUng of beauty. A later essay, by E. 
WelStv printed in the ‘l^ugte Antiqiise,’ comes still 
neper ^ the nature of a theory, and declaires that 
where the principles of harmony can applied to 
works of art, they excite tlie piecing aad .sadsfying 
ideas of proportion and beauty. The Ifritad difficulty, 
hovrever, was the mode of apiylying Aose principles of 
harmony in such n way as to test ihe question fUlly ; ^ 
and this discovery was reservedP foiir.iOiir own day, and 
for a studious thinker not previously known in tho 
World of seien& or of letters^ 

> 'In a former artiqlo we inl^^^uccd to our readers *tHfl 
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modcftftxyet z<?RTl6iia in(juirer, wlio prosumes to flinfJr over 
liis trade ofcdecoration the light of philosophy but he 
has now pubUdhecl a tlcw, and, as he states, a last 
volume, on his favourite subject, which demands the 
careful Oicamijoation of every student of wsthotiesj^ 
Mr Hay, as our readers know, had the sense, or 
the happy inspiration, to go batsk to tlie principle wind! 

I have governed the theory attributed to the ancient 
geometricians. The inoiioclKjrd of Tythagonis was the 
foundation not merely of earthly music, but of that 
harmonic science in which his soaring imaginatiou 
sought the law of the evolutions of the h^vcnly4>odic^ ; 
and from this simple instrument, as^'fhe measurer of 
beauty in sound, Mr Hby deduced his^ harmonic canon 
of the beauty of objects of sight. 

The moiKK'hord is moiely a string of a certain length, 
stretched lictwctn two bri<lgos ttu^flSVC upon a gra- 
duated scale. Supposing its tension, wlK^i dr.nwi, to be 
piicli tlmt, if suddonl} let go, its Mbrations produce C, 
that note ^‘comes the fundamental note or tonic ; and 
as the vibrations go on, by their spoiUaiH‘<ms division 
and subdivision the leading notes ot llu‘ tftiitonic s( ale, 
called the hannonics, follow. ]<. ich of these notch 
iwS formed of a certain tived iininber of Mbrations, pio- 
ducing ill the sunonnding atmosjduiv a eotrespond- 
ing series of pupations; and these acting upon the 
auditory nent^, affect the scii4lfrinin with a< iiteiu i 
or gravity. SSuppojse llu* fiiiKlament il note ^ to be 
produced, the string spontanc'oualy divides itH*i( in the 
miildlc, and the vibrations of the two jKirts oei iir with 
a dimble fiequeney, producing a note double lu pitch 
It th( 11 divides itself into time paits, vibratmgwith 
triple fuMpieney; and so on in the unthmotieal pro- 
gression of 2, 4, the sound, while inereasing 

proportionably in pileli, UHoniuig fainter and fainter 
as the \ihratioii*4 mnltiph. 

This may be sultieicnt to give a general notion of the 
monoohord, though to tlu book itselt wi* inusl n ter for 
a full and intelligible explanation; and having fixed 
this idea in his reader’s mind, Mi llav proi etds to hhew 
that * the eye is capable of apprc< i.itiiig tin* (‘xaet Mih- 
division of spaces, jn^t as the « ar is ea])abU‘ < I»l»ic- 
ciatiiig the exact subdivisions >»t intciv, of tune, i-o 
that the division of spaev into an ixait nuinher ol 
equal parts will ajstbetieally affa t tlie mind through 
thy medinm of the eye, in the sum wav that the divi- 
sion of the time of -vihiation in nni^ie into an ixait 
number of equal ])arts, a*stbetuMlly allecth the mind 
through the niediuin of the ear.’ 

Proeeiding fn>m this theorem. Mr Hay (onstiuets 
a figure amswei’ing to tlie momnLoid of music, and 
intendid to comprise the harmonic ratio of forms. 
Tile fignie is (iimposeil of a long v'ertual line, with a 
horizoiital one at tiu* bottom, from the farther end of 
which is des( ribed tlie quadrant of .i ( ireh . uu eting the 
verticle line at its base. Tlirough this quadrant the 
other angles arcdVaw'ii, ‘simply by .subjecting it to tlio 
same mode of division wdiicli nature has jKunted out 
in the production of tli(‘ hannonicB of sound, through 
the spontaneous division of the string of the mono- 
chord,’ These harmdtiic angles (‘oricspoud exactly 
with the diatoiiie scale of musical iioa*s, and arc con- 
structed thus: the quadrant of the circle, (hwribed, 
as we have mentionod, from the right-anflc, contains 
00 de^»es, and these are divided, like tlio# diatonic 
scale in music, into eight* parts. The funduniimtal 
angle, answerirtg to the note produced by the ^hole of 
the uionochord,ia therefore a right angle ofiOO dogreSs; 
the next is oi^eiliialf^ or an angle of 45 degrees; the 
next oue-thiid, or an angle of 80 degrees ; and so on, 

■ ■■ ■ , — ^ - — - ■ " ' ■ 

Hay is a lioiii9Q.<ieoor4tQr in i^lltiburgh. Tile article 
Sfl mwsd t o li antitlfsl the « Satence Art,’ la ^o ;U2. 

4WpI> OjWrtnptrw Ucouty of the IJluimm V%iire lieflned ; to w hid* 
Mijffljm ft of l^roportion to Aiohi- 

iUe Cthor Formaitvo Aita. J8y 1). % Uay, 
toodon 1 lilaeawood. ISAI^ 


proceedhig exactlj^ according to the naiui-al: divisions 
of the monqs^ord. 

The following is at least si bstantially a portion of 
the explanation of the tlieory read to the last meeting 
of tlie Ilritish Association by the Hev. 1*. Kelhmd, 
professor of mathematics in the university of Edin- 
burgh. • It would be impossible to find better nr sim- 
pler words to eoliv'oy the moaning : — ‘ 'J'lie inv’^oliint.iry 
edwfation rtveiv^cd by the eye usually enables it to 
form ft lolernblc judgment ns to positions and relative 
magnitudes. Its estimate of the symmetry of an obji*et 
is equally accurate with that formed, by a ptTson llnu‘^('d 
to musit, ol llie correctness or incorrectness of a note 
in the scale. Greater accuracy is the result of < nlli- 
vation. An artist can detect errors in tlu* proporimns 
ot a figure which will escape an niudiu itul c* 
From those considerations, it apjieais tli.it uliiKt tiu 
ear is learning to judge ot successive sounds with llie 
same facility with wdueli the eye judges of sneeze ^^l\o 
Spans, the ovc again is acquiring tlie jiowcr ot a' 
cstinuilion ot spaces in eoinhinatuinj^th lli.il (^tuln(» 
ae(iirac‘> witli wbieb the ear ftti[ff5Trs a conil)inaiimi 

ot soqnds And »t i*. le isonable to eonelnde v iili our 

nuthcu, that s.mplieitv ot jirojun tion, w liu li i 

sary ai < *c"i' »u tn Mk satistaetioii n1 Jli s, n.,i, 

shoiibl IiL an c s* uti^il cb in( nt to tin ( in < raii- 

fication of IIk otin r Anotlnr ]io**iI'om 1 > n b'^ 

Mr llav is. lliai in *'\i is guided in il' 

direction i.itln r tb<Mi by dist.uus-, jiisi 

guided bj nun of vibration^ ralluT llian • _iii- 

tude. ’J’h( ai( In M t'vvi 11 know s that one li .i m nt 

a .simple binldii) 'i»oii‘ agiuablt tlian .motJui 1 it 

on the applieatmu of mnmiu d to i ^ ii. i nn- 

imnt, he tiiiiN llu 11 Ini aitogi iln i Niii't- lium 
the lime of Alin it !iui<i dm nwaid-. ' • nu i iind 

the iclative jiropoi tioii' ot llic bum t /i.im; but 
ntillier aiibitccts nor aitists bave as vtL .iiii\< I ,.r 
nnvtliing luvond the most vagiu and ii js itist u t< i v 
nitcrcnccs. llns bas .^^l^cn lioin tlu n haviiu t iki ii 
length, and not direi lion. *ns tbcii stnidaid ot loi. 
paii^oii-fiom tlu ir b*a\mg iiub.noin* i n apjilji sini- 
plieiiv of linear, not of artgular pio]i ution A pu ti.u - 
lianu, iiivvluih one side is luilt ib mlui.i lu i of 
nearly so pleasing a sbapi‘ as anoll i ni v^liu b o u •■idi 
IS half tlu* diagonal, or tbc ancle wImIi Jb diigoiud 
makes witli one side is half tliatwbicli it mi!a^ willi 
the other. 

‘T be bnsi-lj then, of ^Ir ll.i)’s tlu orv “ tlii", tint i 
figure IS pleasing to llie e}C in tin ^ame m ^rn .is m 
fundamental anghn bear to c.u li otbti tlu ^aine pn - 
jjorlium that the vibilitions bear to oiu .mother ni tlu* 
common < liord of music. Now in music, the simpK^t 
divisions are by 2, 4, ^ie. vvbub iiodmo tonics; tlu 
next are divisicms by ,‘l, fi, &e wbu b piodm e (bnniii'uits ; 
and soon; and the tlioid is jde.ismg in ])io])oili>n to 
llic simplicity of tlu* numlKis wbub niuesent the 
vibrations of its constituent notes ; and tlu ^ame thing 
is true of the fundamental angles of a figure.’ 

The manner in wliirh tlie author aiijilics bis scale to 
the formation of a perfect liuinan figiin* wtuild be 
unintelligible withoj||l* diagrams; but wc may iiuntion 
generally, tliat it is adapteil to the osseous struetun , 
and of course only wlu‘n that structure is eompUlcl> 
devu'loped. With this exception, the h^.st(‘m is suscqi- ’ 
tible of infinite variety. We would likewise remark - i 
hlrving already beard of some cavilling on the siibje. t 
— that Mr Hay’s diagrams of the human figure have no 
reference to the conditfoiis of life : the figure may be 
supposed to be ho|izontal or oblique — or like a skele- 
J;oii w'lieu measure^l, to lie hung up by the head — as 
well as standing like a living man on its feet. 

One curious fact is d§du<^ from the application of 
this liarmonic scale — that the skeleton of the 
fcmiilon paoro harmoniously symmetrical than that rif 
the male, inasmuch as the right angle is {jie fundamental 
Pnglo (dm ttmlc note, aa it were) Ibr the trunk and 


the Umljs,*as Well as for the head |,n(i countenance ; 
vrhile in tlie male it is the fundamental a^^gle for the 
head only. But the mcf t remarkable thing to be ob- 
served of the nctv tJieory, is its consonance with the 
science of proi^ortion which produced the ideal beauty 
of tlic Greek sculptors. ' The inference we drew in 
our former article from the extraordinary facial angle 
of those artists was, that tlioy must Imvo taken their 
features not from life, but from geometrical rule; ^ind 
here in this Ijarmonic schic we have the rulp itself. To 
this consonance we would in a special manner djraw 
tlie reader’s attention; since, if fully established, it 
mast open out a new and most interesting fteld for 
pliilosoidiical inrxuiry. If the beauty of form depends 
geometrical princiidcs, like the lx*auty of sound, 

\s ^ V ave not rmly an explanation of the universal 
b» e>Tge ])aid to the masterpieces of ancient art con- 
' •teted on these principles, but w(‘ may conclude; 
such m'\st('rpie<jes themselves form the jjoint to^ 
yN'inch* nature is tcaiding in her development of the 
-ical bciiuty of the human race. 

AncMier thirffT^io^lPhPljservetl in connection with the 
law ot' T'r(M).)i'titjn, is the suhlimo fei» ise of the finest 
.teri^me i-tat'ies, and the general abhoiTcnve manifested 
t ccian .ji of ihose con ?ti aiiad ar'tades which 
tlio aiel destiV/V the m lV, cor.l.our of the 

.•. 11 ;::^ )es. Ti’.‘- srene tIoii' ha.-^ heeii remarked hy 
^VinekeIln^ln? and otlicrs, ha! reference to a 

LTi'om'^trie nr which such con > li' us wt>uld hate out- 
ra'^ 'd. 'J’hr;' proljubly consider it a? notldijg more than 
• Tiirit(7;ilise<l indolcuci’ of the* ' ntals, hy whom 
"•resented as a inom''ul.a;v int(wruj>tiuii of 


divine itself. In Mind, he finds that fouTftain an;^ prin- 
ciple of ,:})eauty which in external charmf secs only 
the shadow of its own affections; and this idea of a 
heathen philjOsophcr^ throws a spiritual light upon tlie 
illtimation of the in^irod Hebrew, and makes us thrill 
and tremble with a proud f^ while wo^ read —that 
6od CUEATED MAN IN 1118 OWN IMAGE. * L. R. 


1 >v '} doats u]>on a loins i jaf 
i' s f i thousand ag* s; th<>n awaking, 

‘ 7 V. vhl, and smiling at the bubble, 

j < .fo bliss.’ 

ft I' .>idy {'urtbor necessary, in hasty remarks like 
, io oifx i \-i’ that Mr ‘Hay has not confined his 
rnco' iivi'nw) ?s to t!ic human figure, luit has extended 
riii u tn " ■ f,ot<H.(ure. The jiortii'o of the Tarthenon, 

!' ir 1,'"!’'',^, V\o t]»i(is constructed on the same geome- 
rte ' id' an,; i.. believes this rule to be the disco- 
v(.rv a ki'v tvf nature, since ho detects its operation 
“' vi in HM\'‘s and fiowers. Fur our own part, we 
v.'uuhl im ndv cnutiMn those Avho may enter upon an 
'Kaminatiun uf iiis theory, to avoid the tt’ror of sux>- 
, nsirjg that u-- tendency is to set aside the other causes 
r ]ile:i.sur«liK, ennUion which every man feels to be at 
'^(wk in hi,- ewn bu-^um, and w'hwh it is customary to 
r if amd with the ' of l>eauty. We have already | 
nifiitioned 1 )jc rm'v* -igs which fascinate the car even i 
ul refired ta- lt . .md the irregular features that are | 
jn^thiac- tlrm divine in tlio eyes of love. Here ' 
tlii'i'.- Mr. at work associations anil sympaihie.s which j 
govern the i>assi(‘n, whether as regards music or loveli- 
MChs, without in anyn ise interfering with the l.aste in i 
hcMuty. If the Venus de Medici, a model of the beau- 
tiful, Avere a hundred feet high, and jdaeed upon a 
stuiKmdims rock for a i)i'dostal, |bo figure would be 
sHblimc. Such would be tlie efiev^jf mere magnitude. 
And if clouds and mists floated round the goddess, 
distorting licr limbs, and giving a wild mubUUy to her 
leaturcs, the sublimo w'ould remain after prox>ortioii 
iis lost. Siitdi would b(i tlie effect of the cmdtioii tf 
poetical terror, whicli has nothing to do with tlu; idea 
of beauty. • 

The tendency to materialism whldi. not withstiufiliug 
the cxaiujilo of melody, wdll be lusermcd by some to a 
tlu'ory wdiidi turns so otli^rcal a thing as btMUity into a^ 
g'comotrical problem, has been, practically refuted by 
the ancient sculptors, lilting the vantage-ground 
of Hcience, tlieso luasters of all Hmc supt^ratlded theix 
mawrial creatious a spiritual life; while lHttto, hy the 
aid of the sister science of numbers, airived at tlio^ 


THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON. 

^Ydu msist bo* prepared, when you come up to the 
gathering of th conations, to see some changes in tlie 
shop-fronts of tljp metropolis, ''^rtiall panes and low- 
browed w'indows arc fast disappearing from our lead- 
ing thorough fa^^ .A) make w ay for a brilliant and 
Ipfty expanse ^fmite-ghiss. Here and there premises 
ilfe enlarged by taking in adjoining houses — a dcvelop- 
' ment of enterprise winch most jirevails among tavern, 
cofltH*, and cating-honse-kcopors, iijirticularly in the 
vicinity of the Crystal Falace, where the siiperadded 
rooms afford a busy scene of carpentry, painting, and i 
jwpering. It is a rare time for decorators ; and jiur- 
veyors otf refreshments intend that it shall not bb less 
so for them. All this is a ciirrying out of the ‘fixed 
idea,* that spcculaticJfts in the commissariat depart- 
ment are sure to pn^'. Monsieur Soyor, at all events, 
inclines io that belief; for he has taken Gore House, 
llie rcflidcncir of tlu^ late J^ady Blessiiigton, where lie 
will i)la.y the part of a restaurateur en grand. Tlicre 
is some talk of establishing ‘ penny news-rooms,* 
where foreigners and otliers may find newsjiajfiers and 
Xieriodicals in their own viu-nacular, and rc'arl, write, or 
rest at pleasure. vSuch cstahlislimcnta are a ‘very great 
convenience, not less to residents than to strangers ; 
and 1 for one slioufd rejoii;o to see several started in 
London on as liberal a scale as that in Waterloo Place, 
Ediiihurgh : so far as ni}'^ oxfierionce goes, there is 
nothing in (kickneydoin eijual to it. 'I.'he Society of 
Arts have it in coiilcrnplatiou to do the hospitable in 
this respect, and to supply edible as well as readable 
mattei. Fijitlier. ive arc i>roinised a trtiop of shoe- 
blacks — urchins from our Ihigged Scliools, trained and 
taught for the occasion — who are to be stationed in 
streets and squares during the six months of the Exhi- 
bition. !>oinc people say that it would be desirable to 
go a st(*[) beyond this, and establisli sailer de taikUe. 
as in Paris ; indeed if {irojectors could have tJieir way, 
London would become a sort of mongrel inetrojuilis, 
in wliich the citizens of all the capitals in the world 
sliould fancy tlK!m.sc:lve.s at lioine, and wax rotund j 
wi thill. Wi»eu all prciiarations shall l>c complete, and j 
tlie Avealth and lavSte i>f our shojis and Avarehouscs are 
lit \i\i by the rays of a summer sun, there will doubt- 
less be some among the myriads of visitors thronging 
our streets avIio ivill be tempted to •exclaim A^dth old 
Mafslial Blucher — ‘ Wliat a city for to sack 1’ 

I walked uij to Hyde Park about ii fortniglit ago on 
a Sunday afternoon, to see the folk who had come to 
vioAv the Hall of Glass. There ivas no disappointment 
in the result; forsthe mighty moving thrpngs were woll- 
dresged and well-condhcted, while the coarse materiai 
out of wliicl* mobs art^ composed AVivs extremely rare. 
Lt cunse(\jiience, too, of the polii'c regulations a^nst 
Sumyiy trading wd thin thi^ limits of the Park* there ! 
was none of that coiifusion and outcry of Im Asters so 
prtivalcn# 01^ other days. It Avas not tiiificult tp see 
tlmt the croAvd Avas composeni chiefly 
clerks, and retail tradesmen, y^itli 
sweetUoarts, and domestic servant^, iuMei' arid; female, 
all in their ‘go-to-meeting clothes^' a 
of soldiers. ■ : 

It would interest yon ^ walking TU ; 

the Btmid orfPiccadilly, to spe liow heavily -hidcn i 

•wagon^ ^ 


goo4sv|br the ExhiMtioia. Hal}ituatcd as the ^street 
popiilation^of London' ttire to the eight of hugq vehicles, 
they cannot help gaaing at the piles of cases as they 
are drawn slowly^by, ivith their foreign marks, from 
Paris, Austria, Bavaria, or somD other place in the 
Zoll Vewin. The number of cases arrived is, up to 
tile thno of my writing, 12,596 ; being 6233 foreign, 
767 colonial, 26 Channel Islands, and 5670 native. 
The St Lawrmcc brought, it is said, nearly 1000 tons 
of goods, and 500 exhibitors. Some of the latter are 
not very well satisfied with the arrangements ; but it 
is to be piesumed that they will do as Cfchcr fqfcigners 
have seen the propriety of doin^ — that is, confohn^ 
to the regulations o^llio Kxhibitiofi Commissioners, ' 
who would not be human if they c<Ail(l please every- 
bo^ly. While 8000 Imve been exriudeci out of the 9000 
native Britons who came forward ichibitors, some | 
of the foreigners may, without unfaimots, bo expected | 
to give place to f-ueh of their compatriots as bring the j 
most novel or suitable articles for show. The objects 
exliibitiKl arc to ho divided into thirty classes ; and 
tlicre will be as many juries — one to ekc’li class — ^to 
determine on the objects for wliicli prizes sliall be 
awarded: and according to tlieir decision exhibitors 
will receive first, second, or third class meebds. The 
number of junirs will be 270, oiic-lialf of them being 
foreigners j and the choirmen ^ bo a sort of upper 
council, to weigh the merits of the respective n<ljudi<.a- 
tions. They are to enter on their duties on the 12th 
May. .Tlicse juries have a delicate and difficult task 
befow' them, from vhich it will Ik* no more than chari- 
table to wisli them a happy deliverance. 

Ilie movement hithervvaivis has already begun to 
some extent : in walking our streets it is imixissiblc 
not to observe the presence of nnmy more foreigners 
tlian psual. Sillirnan has arrived fuim tlie Iiuited 
States, and brings nev s of other AniorU‘.ui who 

are t<» follow. And still more reiuarka]>le. two Chinese 
merchants, Ahung and Ky, have come overland through 
Tartary, Kussia, and Germany, to see the Kxliibition, 
pjeferriug that long journey to the voyage by sea, 
winch several of tlitir acquaint.moes have undertaken 
in a junk. Shoulil this junk rc . dy arrive, the Celcsluls 
will deserve no small crcnlit for tbt ir enterpn‘«e. With 
so many risi tors from abioad, nmy we not expect a 
more than usually interesting mc'tting of the British 
Association at Ipswich next July? 

liov and then a little information creeps out ns to 
the nature and qualit}^ of the articles sent in for exhi- 
bition. There is a bedstead from India profanely orna- 
mented with bUver filagree, tlio metal alone being worth 
L.800; tliere is a saddle abso valued at 1700 guineas, 
far moR* costly than Imndsoiuo ; and a tea-serviee, of 
which ejicli cup and saucer is vortb 100 guineas. They 
are made of agjite set with emcnilds and rubies, but n ill 
not, any more than the saddle, bo admired for licanty, 
atid for taste and»clegance, will lx*ar no comparison with 
our Wedgowood china. 8ingax)OR*, in luldition to a 
number of Malay manufactures and curiosities, senfis 
a valuable collection of the natural preduets of the 
Eastern Ardupehigo, icK’luding edible birds -neats, and 
the sea-weed and sea-slugs so muehi relished by the 
g(?umjandfl of China. Among th^ articles from Munich 
is a ‘ beer watch,’ lyhlcli, by the movement of its hands, 
indicates the quantity of tlie fluid swallow^^ by the 
wearer; and ti^ong thosc«from Switzorlaud is ^ gold 
pen-holder, with a miniature watch fitted at one extre- 
mity) which, tells the day of t^e month 

well as the lAiBppBina, as I have beluro told you, 
haa sent u» jpmWry choice cabinet furniture, and 
wilhitf a nuroefi # umuatneihioed workmen, who, by 
^ AlN^Mty ndiich tlimr fit up the atticlcs within 
the use they make of their peculiar 
hm .wilWols, have 'attracted comdderable notice. 


i® atill rigoroualy on^oed at tho 
so, tiiat a of the Bxecntiiro i 


Committee, who arrived one morning at the* door after I 
a change hj^ been made in the ticket, were kept wait- I 
ing for an hour or two before ^they could gain admit- 
tance. I 

Many projects ore afoot for public accommodation ; 
and oue, not the least acceptable, is an improved omni- 
bus. Jt has long been a complaint that the omnibiisos 
of Paris and Iknissels sliould be superior to those of 
London, and the new vehicle is to obviato tlm objec- 
tions to tlya old ones. Eaclf passenger is to liavea 
conjpartmeiit to himself; and the scats on tho roof arc 
reached by a convenient stair, instead of tlu* present 
awkwoffd and imperfect method of mounting, vhicb, 
by tlie way, is essentially toionish; for it is notorious 
that Londoners submit to flagrant inconveniences in 
their crowded streets and jmblic vehieles, at stcum- 
hoat landings and doors* of theatres, with a power of 
endurance quite extraordinary. Nevertheless, it is 
but fair to record tlint the city authorities lm\e 
deliberated ou tlie improvement of the riv(*r lahding- 
placos, and on projects for und ergro und crossings in 
streets where the vehicular ciU .«f*PW!hers the traverse' 
dhfioidt and dnngerouR. It is hard to imagine v bat is 
to bet'Oine of foRugners, who in tlieir ou n tou ns are s j 
much accustomed to walk in the lontlwny; if tb(*v 
imrsuo the same practice liore, tliey will ^oon 1( arn to 
attach a moaning to the ‘ Now, then ! ’ of irate con- 
ductors and dri\ers. 

Anrflbcr pecnliarity that will .attract the rdtontion hi 
transmarine viMi >rs will be the u ant of cleanlincsf- .in 1 
convenience in tbe*-carria^t s of some of our nulway 
lines. In my travelling e\iH*ricnces abroad, and no 
farther oft than the nortli of the '1 u( cd, the comb rt (;f 
tHRcllers is much more cnnsideml than on ccrt.nn in’ 
the hues vbi(h radiate fioni the metropolis. TIu*r 
are, it is tnu*, honourable c\ options; and nou tb.it 
competition has bcioin act t\c, ue ma^ expect to find 
])reference given to Uion^ hn* s \vl>icU pro\uU the lus^- 
apiMiintcd earriagt*p. 

There arc certain miscellaneous matters vbidi b.nc 
bee M duly talked aboitt by those therein interested. One 
is, that Adams — Neptum* Adam', as he if»*'Oxv called — 
Mas dected president of tho Astroroniieal S(M-nty nt 
their last anniversary. Tb(*ologians have found uhcrc- 
with to interest themsehos in the reiiorts tiiat ba\c j 
licen rocciVLd of the confeRnce of tlio Bislioj) of Vic- 
toria at Jlong-Kong vitb an iiitclligimt native of t’binn, 
respcf'ting riie tt'Tin hyvliUh the name (iod is to be 
Riidered into the ('’bincse language. 'I'lns, us you au 
auarc, has for some time been a -vextHl quc^lion, owm^ 
to tlie number of U^rns used to signify tho \anoud 
classt's of gods among the natives of the ‘ ei'ntral flowery 
Und.’ This conference may bo looked on as a stij) 
towards its solution. 1 may mention, too, while on 
tho subject of language, that soverar standard Engli‘‘b 
works arc to be transliiKfl into the vernaculnr duilei ts I 
of India, in aid of the educ.atlonal movem(*nt among the 
native jmpulation. Think of Gibbon, llumo, and Smol- 
lett, mid JM'oe, and several of your own ‘ ICdiu ational 
('oursc,’ done into Hindoo characters ! 'rhere is jihilo- 
logieal matter, als^ of considerable irnportanie from 
Africa. Tlie first exinnple of a native written language 
has recently been discovered among the inhabitants of 
tho Vet or Vnhie district, abofit five days’ sail to the 
south-east of Sierra Tx^one, and twenty inih's in tlic 
iifcerior. ITiey wore visited by a missionaiy, who found, 
as had been r^rted, seVeiil manuscript books, tlie 
work of Boain Sukara,*the Ethiopian Cadnius, a devout 
and^totelllgont r^tivo. The alphabet which he jiro- 
duced, ^ith the assistance of some of his friends, is 
Wtfrely phonetic; and, as he related, waa tho result of a 
dream which he dreamt some sixteen years ago. He is 
now about ‘forty; and it apl^rs that, when a boy, bo 
recdv# some alpliabotical mtruction from an American 
wbii& may perhaps account for the peculiar 
natulu a»ri eonsequeimes of ms dioafo.* When once tho 


alphabet wte myented, the king^a permission to estab- 1 
lish schools and teach the people was 6btain<^ ; and not - 1 
withstanding the interruptions occasioned war, pro- 
gress has been made in the way of education. Three 
of the manuscripts have been brought to England. 
They describe the ordinary incidents and circumstances 
of negro life, in a style adapted to engage the attention 
of those for whom they ai*e designed. • A nuiimer of 
copies have been litliographed on coloured papcrsl*, to 
render tliem more attractive ; and are to bo §ent^out for 
circulation among the natives, in the hope, as is s^d, 

‘ of leading them on in the pursuit of literature, and 
thus encouraging the peaceful ai*ts, and aheekVig the 
slave trade.’ llie Vei district comprehends some 
!>()0,000 square miles ; an ample field on which to com- 
mence the spread of enlightenment. 

The centre of Leicester Square no longer presents 
any appearance of that * decadence ’ whicli afforded so 
voiiiinimnis a topu; to a certain literary politician. Mr 
Wyld’S circular building now rears its domed roof aloft 
in t hat si»acious area; and judging from present indica- 
tions, the ‘ Great^^ ’ will not prove the 
least interesting of metropolitan sights for some time 
to covic. Th(‘ro is to T>e a ‘ Gas Exhibition * too a^ the 
Polyte ’linic ; ’’the proprietors of that institution having 
afforded tlie necessary space, as fire and flonic are to be 
excluded from the Crystal Palace. And, talking of 
gas, a firm at Carlisle have contrived an illuminated 
turret clock, wdiich, being regulated every six months, 
will light itself up at sunset, and * go out’ at sunrise, 
diiriii j, the half year, adapting itself all the time to the 
iiici'oase and decrease of daylight. Rather a clever 
clock this! Then there is an enterprising farmer — I 
believe not in kissex — who is going to roof his barn 
with g]n.:J8, ^ tb‘’t after his wlicat shall be cut, it may 
he hardenoi dried in full sunlight under shelter. 
And architec<«i r.'t talking aljoiit tho model labourers’ 
cotfagof^. t(» be built of Iiollow glazed bricks, near 
Knightshridge Barracks, at Prince Albert’s expense; 
and of M vk'sign for somew’hat similar edificses by one of 
the sons of the Lord Chief Baton. « 

One or t ^vo mprct and then X shall have conic to the 
end of vdiat Lord Dnherly would call ‘promiscuous’ 
items. A lively dehoto is going on atnong engineers as 
to the iH'ftt form of ^^,canu^^s’ jiaddle-floats, heightened 
jierliaps by the rivalry in ocean sti^am navigation. If 
increased speed, witliout diminution of safety, is to 
come ont of it, w^o shall w ish success to the gentlemen’s 
talk. Another sulyect is telegraph extension, with a 
view to estahlisli a line between Loudon and Liverpool, 
which shjill he indtqieiulent of thi* present monopoly. 
The Ainericans have lately begun to employ their 
telegrjiphs for a purpose of great importauc’o to mari- 
time communities, and indeed to all w’ho are do|)endcnt 
cii w’oiituer. Thd^ give notice of stonns : ‘For ex- 
■iinjile, the te’-iigrapU at Chicago and 'I'oledo notifies 
liipiiiastcrs at Clevehuul and Buffalo, and also on 
Lake Ontario, of the ajiproach of a north-west storm; 
Tlic result is practically of great importance. A 
Iiurricaue storm traverses tlie atmosphere at the nite 
of a carrier-pigeon — namely, sixty miles an hour. A 
vessel in the port of New York, alio^t to sail for New 
Orleans, may Ixi telegraphed, twenty hours in advance, 
tluvt a south-west storuiris advancing along the coast 
from the Gulf of Mexico.’ We here in the southern 
counties niight thus have lieeu forewarned agitinst tho 
extraordinaiy rain-storm of March 16, when tliere fell 
in London nearly ttvo inches of rain in hours— 

, a quantity unexampled (that is, in the same spacif of 
^ime) in the annals of meteorology. is worthy of 
notice that no rain fell oti the stune 4ey at Nottingham 
and sciareely 

Thfire, I tliink, you ot^t lo fc s^sfiod. It is not 
every editor who has a eoxiWspcmd^t capable ^ pro- 
, ducing any amount of what 
morate;* 


T&3B SMUGCttiEB MAXGBE L<ri. 
There is perhaps no more singular anomaly in the 
history of the hmnan mind than 5ie very different light 
in^which a fraud isiWiewed according to the circum- 
stances in wliich it is practised. The singular reve- 
lations made to the Chaneellcnf of the Exchequer by a 
late deputation WBI probably he fresh in the remem- 
brance, of most of our readers. Even the learned 
gentleman himself could hardly maintain his profes- 
sional gravity when informed of the ingenious contri- 
vances §<loptc(> for defrauding the rovenuo. Adver- 
uslments floating through the air attached to balloons, 
French gloves milking their wa;*^iato the kingdom in 
I separate detachments of right and left hands, mutilated 
clocks travelling without their wheels — such were some 
of the divers n>t^^\by which the law w'as declared to 

evaded, and the custom-hbu^^ ofllcers baffled. We 
no means disposed either to tliink or speak 
Witi£ ievity of this system of things. However much a 
man may succeed in reconciling any fraud to liis own 
conscience, oP how'over leniently it may be viewed by 
his fello\v-men, it will yet assuredly help to degrade 
his moral nature, and its repetition will slowly, but 
surely, deaden the silent monitor within his breast. 
All wo affirm is the wcU-known fact, that laws are 
in most cases ineflectijc, ^except in so far as they har- 
monise with the innate moral convictions of man- 
kind ; and that many a man who Avould not fbr worlds 
cheat his next-door neighbour of a penny, will own 
'ivithout a blush, and perhaps even with a smile of 
triumph, that he has cheated the governrnent of thou- 
sands ! It is not often, however, tliat bo daring and 
successful a stroke of this nature is efl’ected as that 
which we find related of a celebrated Swiss jeweller, 
who actually succeeded in making the French director- 
general of the customs act the part of a smuggler I 

Geneva, ob must be well known to all our readers, 
supplies half Europe wdth her watch(‘8 and her jeweneT 5 \ 
Three thousand workmen are kept in continual employ- 
ment by her master goldsmiths; while seventy -five 
thousand ounces of gold, and fifty thousand marks of 
silver, tmnuaUy chiinge tlieir form, and multiply their 
value beneath their skilful hands I Tho most fasliion- 
able jeweller’s shop in Geneva is unquestionably that 
of Beauttc ; his trinkets are those wliich beyond all 
others excite the longing of the Parisian ladies, A 
high duty is charged iipon these in crossing tho French 
frontier ; but, in consideration of a brokerage of 6 per 
cent., M. Beautte undertakes to forward them safely to 
their destination through contraband channels ; and tho 
bargain lietweeu the buyer and seller is concluded with 
this condition ns openly appended and avowed as if 
tlierc were no such personages as custom-house oflUcers 
in the world. 

All this ^^cnt on smootlily for some years with M. 
Beauttc ; but at length it so hajipcned that M. le Comte 
do Saint-Cricq, a gentleman of much ability and vigi- 
laiice, was appointed director-general of the customs. 
H© heard so much of the skill evinced by M. Beautte, 
in eluding the vigilance of his ag<»nts, that he resolved 
.personally to in^rstigate the matter, and prove for 
himself the truth of llie reports. He consequently 
I repaired to Qqpeva, presented liimself at M. Beautte’s i 
shop, and purchased 30,000 francs’ worth of jewellery, 

I on the express qoudition tlpit tliey should be 
rnitted, to him free of duty on his return to Parlsv 
j M. ddeaufte ' accepted the proposed condition : with 
I the air of a man who was perfectly acenstoined to 
I ^rriingcments of tliis description, He, hpwever, pre- 
Iben^ for siraatui'c to M. de SairLt-CxI^ a private 
do^ by whidi the purcliasor |dedg^ pay 

customary 5 per cent m ^ 

theSOjOOOfra^ 

M. de. Safrtt-Qdcq smiled, pen from 

the jew^<»r'8 hiuid, 1#^ the foJlowiBg 
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sigtia^uro — *L. do Safnj^JCrfcQ, Director- General of the he had ohewhere described. Immense aggregated masses 
Customs yi France.’ tlien banded the document of these gtj;afc hiftl-stoncs were in some places brought 
back to hi Beautt^ who morel7 glanced at Iho signa- down fronr the mountain rYiiies* by the succeeding 
tui'C/ and TOpUctJi Antii i courteoua^^b^ torrents, and in one of these conglomerations a snake 

1 shall take c^c ^as found frozen up, and apparently dead ; but it soon 
that ariid^ wliich you luivo done me the honour thawed, and revived. 

of shall be handed to you in Fans directly 

&ivai.’ M. de Saint-Gricq, piqued by the » 

, raail*S cool daring and apparent defiance of his authority * 0 N A W E D D I N G. 

I ap'd professional skUl, immediately order^^ • . ' K bntarff 25 isoi.' 

I and without the delay of a single hour set out with all , married, Mary : 

j sp^d on the road to Pans. . ** .,47 * This hour, ns 1 silent lie 

On i-eaching the frontier, the Director-General mfbl6 » the dreamy light of the morning, 

himself kiiown to %\^ ewphj/h avIk^ came forward to Your weddingdiour draws nigl». 

Gxamino his carriage— ’informed the <fliicf officer of the Miles oflT, you are rising, dressirfg, 

incident which had just occurred, and begged of him to . To stand amid bihlal throng,*"’ 

keep up the strictest siirveillaiA;ej|^jig the wdiole of ]„ the same old rooms w'o plavcd in, 

the frontier line, as he tel t it tonbe matter of the You and 1 — when we were 'yoiii\g. 

utawst lmi>ort.ance to plm.-c some check upon the whole- your bii.lemniJs-thcy were our playmativ.; 

sale system ot fraud w hich hiul for sonic years Those old rooms, every wall, 

practised upon the revenue hy the Geneva jewcUere. Could speak of our child ish frol ics. 

Ho also promised a fatuity of fifty ioiiis-dorS to jealousies, grai!W?mall. 

Whichever of the e»»p/oy<<.v .should te so fortunate as 1,„ ho„. ,.a„sies cliaiiKe,! «e, 

to seize the prohibited jewels — a promise av I nch had the • smiled at the word ‘ for-'ct 

effect of keeping every officer on the line A^'^de awake, a girl’s romance- vet somew’heic 

and in a state of ftill activity, during the three sue- I have kcqit my pansy yet. 

cetaiiing days. «. . 

the m^mwhile M. dc Snint-Crm^ reached Paris, Do you lutnd our verses written 

aligliiteii at his own residence, and after having cm- • 

■hrTced his wife and children, and passeil «. few Of h.ve-how wc . share all sec, vr, 

nioments in their sixiietv, retire,! to liis drcssinR-rooin, "'ij ' e,ni,e . 

for the IVirposo of laym,? aside. lii.s travelling cos- 

tuine. nie first Uui« ivhieh arrested hi.s atteiitioii Till-this i.s your i’„arri„vc'.,„„r„i„;.', 

when he enterod^tbe apartment was a very elegant- , j, , 

looking ciasket, which stood uixm the niantelpiecc, and . 

Avhicli he did not remember to have ever licfore seen. . ^ cannot picture your ftice, Mary, 

He approached to examine it ; his ivame Avas on the lid; I'lidc to-day : 

it Ai'as addressed in full to ‘M. le Comte do Saint-Cricq, ^ “ntgmwn my knowledge 

Director-General of Customs.* IIo accordingly oxK'noiI . In years tlmt have slipped away : 

it without bosUntiou, ami liis surprise and dismay may ^ likeness, 

to conceivcsl when, on examining the contents, he ,, = 

.recognised at once the heautiful trinkets he hud so "ows, ,, oic you , eai 

recently purchased in Geneve ’ * 

The count rung for his valet, and inquired from him ^lany speak i//y name, Mary, 

whether he could throw any light upon this ny^steriou?^ ^ ^V"hilc yours in bomtdrt tiiJencc lies : 

occurrence. The valet looked surjirised, and replied, The future I read in toil’d guerdon, 

that on ojKjning his master’s portmuntcaii, the. casket , idiililn n’s ryc.‘\ 

In question was one of the first articles Avhich presentc*d Ih^ past— the Fame past with eitliei 

itself to his .sight, and its elegant form and elaborate Is to you a soft, pleaFiint scene: 

Avorkmansbip having led him to supixine it containeil But I cannot see jt clem ly, 

articles of valpo, lie had carefully laid it iv^ido uikmi the between, 

niaiitelpiccc. The count, Avho had fidl confidence in I am glad you are happy, Mary ! 

his valet, and felt assured tliat he >vas iti noway con- . These tears, did you see ilicm full, 

cerned in the matter, derived but little satisfaction Would shew, though you have foiguttcn, 

from tins account, Avliich only sen'ed to thrmv a fresh 1 have rdmembered all. • 

A^-U of mystery over the transaction ; and it Avas only though my cup is left empty, 

some time uftcrwanls, and after long investigation, And yours with its joy runs o’er, 

that he succeeHled in discovering the real facts of the Gotl keep you its sweetness, Mary, 

Jh-jjiimiijg for evermore ! 

lieauttc; the jeweller iind a secret understanding 
Avifch on^> of the aer^ants of the hotel at Avhieh the 
Comte dfe Siwnt-Gricq lo(lge(l ill Gqpeva. Thw 
taking^a^^^^ pitqianuious for the CHAMBERS’S PAPERS FOR THE PEOPLE. 
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ceived into bne,ofdd8,port^ ■ „ „ ' ■ „ 
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M OK BID IMPULSES. 

‘ I'm-asic, sir, ii’s sc’vc'ii o'clock, ;in<l licrc's your Isot 
wa'nr.’ I lialf awoke, rcfk'cted moodily on the unhappy 
destiny of early finally, after many turns 

and ,l^rmlts, hiivinf^ deeidt'd u[)om defyiiu^ all enfraj^e- 
ments and duties. 1 fell asleep once more. In an instant 
I was seated ii: tlie jiit of Her JMaj'?;-;iy’.s Theatre, 
in^ upon tlu' curtain, and, in common with a large and 
hrilliant audience, anxiously awaiting its arising, and 
the appearance of I)n[)n'z. M'hi* curtain docs rise:, the 
orchestra are active* ; Duprez 1ms howed her thanks to 
an a]»j hiuding concotirsc ; and the ,/)])era is half con- 
cluded : when, just as the theatre i.s hiislied into death- 
less sihmee for tlie great aria which is to test Dupre/’s 
capacity a^ d power, a mad impnl.so seize.s hold of me. 

I have an ‘ tt nse desire to yell. I feel as if my life 
and my i P ru.d dejjend npon my emulating a 

w ild Indian. ■ 'i I.«<)uduii ‘ costt-r ’ hoy. 1 look round 
on the amlieiice; I .see their solemn faces; I note the 
swelling }»o,sr.m of the cantatru;e, tlie rapt anxiety of the 
leader, and the tlread silence of the ^diole assembly, and 
1 speculate on the surprise and, confusion a loud war- 
wliooi> yell would create ; and tliougli 1 foresee an 
ignomuiious exjnilsion, perhaps broken limbs and dis- 
graceful exposure in the public jaints, I cannot resist 
Ihe strange im])nlse ; and throwing myself hack in my 
stall. I raise Ji wild cry, such as a circus clown gives 
\vh(*u he vaults into the arena, and tics himself iii> into 
a k«iot by wyv in’ introduction. 1 Imd not under-cal- 
' ulated the confusion, hut 1 had midcr-calculatcd the 
indignation. In an instant all eyes are upon me — from 
the little jiiceolo playiT in the eorner of the orehestra 
d) the diamonded duchess in the private box; cries of 
‘Shame! n rn liiin out I ’ salute me on all sides; i iy 
iicighhour.s seii'e me by the collar, and call for the 
liolice; and in five miJiiUes, ashamed, bruised, ami 
w'l'otched, I am ejected into the 1 1 ay market, and on my 
" a ■' to Jiow Street. 

‘ Please, sir, it 's nine o’clock now; and Mr Biggs has 
been, sir; and he couldn’t wait, sir; aiM he’ll come again 
at two.’ 

1 sit up in 1 ) 0 ( 1 , rub.iny <*yes, and awake to eonscious- 
iicsa of two fiurta— namely, that I have not kept a very 
particular engagement, and that 1 have had a .strange' 
dream. I soon forgot the former, hut tlie hitter remains 
with me for a long time very viviSly. It uhta a dreapi, 
I know; but still it urns so true to wftat might have 
ocegrred, that I half fancy I .shall recogni.se mysalf 
ftmong' the poliiJO intelligence i.; my daily pajicx; and 
whw I have read the ‘Tiinys’ tlffoughout, and find it 
wa.s indeed a dream, the aubjoct still luiunt.s me, Ii4n<l I 
sit for a long time musing upon tliose singular morbhl 


desires and impul&iuJidnch all men more or less expe- 
rigjlliXi. ^ 

are they? Do they belong strictly to the 
domain of phy.sics or of metaphysics ? How nearly are 
thev' allied to i nsanity? May there not be a siiccies of 
spiritii.'il intoxication created immaterial alcohol, 
proilncii^, through the medium of the mind, the same 
l)odily <Mh.su’>ditics as your fluid alcohol produces through 
i the director agency of the body itself ? How far cun 
i llicy he urged as cxteitftating or oven defending inis- 
J demeanours and (xirnes ? To guide me in my specu- 
I hitions, I run over a few cases that I can call to mind 
! itt on(‘ 0 . 

I There is the general fact, that no sooner have you 
’ mounted to a groat eminence, than a mysterious im- 
! pulse urge.s you to cast your.self over into space, and 
! l)eri.sh. Nearly all people feel this ; nearly all coniiuer 
it in this particular; but some do not : and there may 
i he a great doubt n,s ‘to whether all who liavo perished 
from the tops of the moiiuments have been truly suicides. 

• 'Phen, again, with water; when you see the clear river 
; sleeping beneath — when you see the green w'avcs 
j dancing round the prow — when you hear and see the 
’ roaring fury of a ciilaract — do you not as surely feel a 
: desire to leaj) into it, and be nb-sorbed in oblivion? 

I dVliat is lljat impulse but a perpetual calenture? — or 
I may not the theory of calentures be all false, and the 
! result.*? they are reported to cause be in reality the 
! rcsidts of morbid impulses ? I have s.at on the deck of 
i a .steamer, and looked ux'ou the waters as tlicy chafed 
; under the iierpctual seourging of the paddles ; grid I 
' have Ireeii compelled to bind myself to tlm vessel by a 
I rope, to prevent a victory to the morbid inixuilses that 
i has come upon me. Are not Ulysses and the Syrens 
i merely a poetic statement of this common feeling ? 
j But one o^ the most singular instances of morbid 
! iinpulst^s in connection wdth material tnings, exists in “ 
! the case of a jawing man wdio not very long ago visited 
I n large iron manufactory. He stood oi^posite a huge 
I hammer, and watched with great ^nterest its perfectly 
: regular strokc.s. first it was healing imineu.se 

1 lumps of crimson nudai* into thin, black sheets ; but 
! the supply heiipming exhausted, at last it only de- 
j scended oili the polished anvil. Still the young man 
't^ga-zed yitently on its motioa ; then he followed its 
i strokes with a corresponding motion of his bead ; then 
his le!t arui lUDved to the sainc tune ; and finally, he 
deliberately placed his fist upon the anvil, and in a 
second it was sinitten to a jelly. The only explanation 
he could atford wa.s that he felt aii impulse to do it; 
that lar knew he sliould be tUsablijd ; that he saw all 
the conse(pienc(xs irt a misty kind of manner; hut that 
he. still felt a pomx within, above seu.se and rcason-— a^ 
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mo];bii impulse in he succumbed, and chameleon writers. To make a jnan a ^lear -judging 

by whiA he lout a hand. Tliia incident member of soefetv, doing wise actions in the present 

.suggests^ many things, besides proving flie peculiar moment, rind saying wise apd beautiful things for all 
nature poifer of morbid impulses.; such things, for time, a great indispensable is*— to see that the house that 
instancy as a law of sympat^ on a scale hitherto liis spirit has received to dwell in be w'orthy the wants 
uudreaant bfl as well os a musical tune pervadin^f all and capabilities of its noble occupant. Hence 


tilings* Ivat-tat-ta-tat ! 

But the action of morbid impulses and desires is far ‘ f lease, six, . Mr Biggs ! * 
fVbm being confined to things material. Witness the * 

occurrence of my dream, which, though a dream, was ' i 

true in spirit. More speeches, writings, and actions ^ RECOLLECTIONS OF A POLICE-OFFICER. 

humanity have their result in morbidt impulse than we • / . 

have an idea of. Their territory stretches* froiir irfie , , mahv kingsfoiid. 

broadest farce to deepest tra^yedy. I remember Towards the close of the year 183(>, I w’^as hurriedly 

spending an evening at Mrs Cantfiloupe’s, and being despatched to Liverpool for the purpose of securing tlio 

seized with an impulse to say a very insolent thing, iierson of one Cliarlcs James Marsliall, a eolleeting 

Mrs Cantaloupe is the dauii^itjy « f)f a small pork clerk, who, it -was suddenly discovcTed, had al).s(;on(Ie(l 

butcher, who, having married tlwEtonpegracc younger with a considerable sum of money belonging to liis cin- 


. RdCOtLECTIONS OF A rOLICE-OFFICEB. 

‘ MAHV KlNGSFOllD. 


Mrs Cantaloupe is the daui#itj|> i f)f a small pork 
butcher, who, having married tHrscnpegraec younger 


butcher, who, having marned tlw B<^pegraec younger wnth a considerable sum ot money belonging to Ins cin- 
son of a rich man, by a sudden sweeping away of eld(*r jdoyers. I was too late — Charles Janies Marsluill hav- 
brethren, found herself at the head of a mansion in ing sailed in one of the American liners the day l)efbre 
Belgravia, and of an ancient family. Tins lady’s pride my arrival in the northern coinniereial capital. Thishict 
of place, and contempt for all beneath her, exceeds any well ascertained, I imincdiataiaijit^v^ on mv return to 


families in her usual tranchant and haughtyik manner, 
an impulse urged me to cry, at the top <ff my voice : 
^ Madam, your father was a Jjttle pork -butcher — you 
know he was ! * 

In vaiu I tried to forget the fact ; in vain I liehl inj' 


words. The more I struggled against it, tiie more power 
ful was the impulse ; and I only escaped it by rushinf 


latter city, the lei\ding engine ran off the Iiiu\ Forlii- 
nately, the rate at which w'e witv; travelling wms a vi ry 


headlong from the room and from the house. When I slow one, and no aceiilent of inoment oeenrred. Hav- 
gained my owm chamliers, I w^as so tliankfiil that I had ing no higgiige to earo for, I walked on t(» Birmingham, 


avoided this gross imp(jrtiuence that I could not sleep. 
Tliis strange thraldom to a morbid prompting not 


wliere I fouiul the iiarliamentiiry train just on tiu* point 
of .starting, and with some hesitation, on aceount of the 


unfrequently has its outlet in criuios of the dccpe.st severity of the weather, 1 toolc my seat in one of ilie 
dye. When Lord Byron was sailing from Greec ‘0 to then very much exposed and uncoinfortahh' c/irriages. 
Constantinople, he was observed to stand over tlic We travelleil steadily and safely, though slowly akm/, 
sleeping body of an Albanian, witli a poniard in his and reached Rugl)y Statjou in tlie afternoon, where we 
hand ; and, after a little time, to turn away muttering, were to remain, tlu; guard told us, till a lust down-train 
* I should like to know how a man feels who has com- luul pass(*d. All of us hurried as quickly as we eould 
milted a murder!’ There can be no doubt that Lord to the large room at'tbis station, where* hluzinu fires 


with it ? Can a theory be made out ? I sit and reflect. 

There are two contending parties iu our constitution 
— mind and matter, spirit and body — which in their 
conflicts produce nearly all the ills that flesh is heir to. 


The body is*thc chief assailant, and generally gains the surprise that such Tjiiely-attired, fa.sliionable gentlein 'ji 
victory. Look how our writers are influenced by bile, should stoop to journey l)y tlio plebeian pcn’nv-a-inile 
by spleen, by indigestion ; how families are ruined by train. I could now observe them in a clearer liglit, and 
a bodily ailment sapping the mental energy of their surprise at tlieir ai)paront condescension vanished ;ii 
! heads. But the spirit takes its revenge in a guerilla once. To an eye less cxpc^rienced than mine in th- 
j war, .which is incessantly kept up by these morbid im- /irtiflces and expedients familiar to a certain class <;i 
pulses— an anfbuscade of them is ever lurking to betray ‘swells,’ they might T>crbups have passed miLslor f<n* 
the too-confident body. Let the body be imguarded what they assunietl to be, especially amidst the varied 
for an instant, and the spirit shoiits forth its morbid crowd of a ‘ parliamoutary ;* but their copper firier\- 
; impulse ; and if the body be not very alert, over it goes could not for a moment impose upon me. Tlie w^ateli- 
into the sea, into th^ house-tops, or into the strecjts and chaims were, I mosaic ; the wntclies, so frequently 
jails. In most wars the coiytry •whore the fighting displayed, gilt ; eye-glasses the same ; the coats, fur- 
takes pla<l^ sufibrs most; in this case man is the battle- collared and cuffed, were il[-fitting and second-hand ; 
ground ; and he must and will suffer ste long as mind ditto Of the varnished boots and renovated velvet waist- 
■ and matter, spirit and body, do not co-operate amicably coats; wliile the luxuriant moustacdics and wliiskcr.s, 
—so long k^ether, and arc foes. sFortu- and flowing wigs, were unmistakably mere pieces 

nately, can be seen. If the body do not rf’occosion— assumed and diversified at pleasure. Thev 

aggressf^e spirit will not seek reveng#. if ymf keep wgre botli apparentlj' about fifty years of age; one of 
the body from irritating, and perturbing, and stultify- them perhaps fine or two years less than that. I 
through it^ bile, its spleen, its indigestion, w^tclied them narrowly, the more so from their making 
its liniifij the tnind wiU most certainly never iiyur©, themselves ostentatiously attentive to a young woman— 
or kill the body by its mischievous guerilla girl rather slie seemeJrH^f a remarlmbly graceful figure, 


of place, and contempt for all beneath her, exceeds any well ascertained, I my return to 

thing I have ever yet seen or heard of ; and, one evening London. Winter had come upon us miiisiially early ; 
when she was canvassing the claims of a few parvenu the weather was bitterly cold; and a piercing wind oiniso(i 


ner, the snow, which liad been falling heavily for several 
ice: hours, to gyratoin fierce, blinding ed^lies, ami lieaju'd 
you it up liere and tliere into large and dangt*rous drills. 

The obstruction offered by the raiudly-eongealing snow 
inj' gre.'itly delayed our progrt'ss between IJverpool ami 


hands over my mouth to prevent my shouting out these Birminghani : ami at a few niiles only distant from t'lo 


hand ; and, after a bttle time, to turn away muttering, were to remain, tlu; guard told us, till a fust clown-train 
‘ I should like to know how a man feels who has com- Inul pass(*d. All of us hurried as quiekly as we eould 
milted a murder!’ There can be no doubt that Lord to the large room at'tbis station, where* blazing fires 
Byron, urged by a morbia impulse, was on the very and other npplia nees soon thawed the half-frozen bodies, 
eve of knowing what lie desired ; and not a few crimes and loosened the tongues of the iiumtTous and motlev 
have their or^in in a similar manner. Tlic facts exist ; passengers. After recovering the use of my benumbed 
the evidence is here in superabmidance ; but wliat to do limbs and faculties, I hail leisure to look around and 


survey thp miscellaneous assemblage about mo. 

Two persons had travelled in the same eompartment 
with mo from Birmingham, whose exterior, as diselosed 
by the dim light of the railway cairriage, created sojia 


];p£re8hm^t^all 
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which, I observed, were peremptorllj!: declined. She 
was drossed in deep, unexpensive mourning^ and from 
her timid gestures and ilverted head, whenever either 
of the fellows addressed her, was, it was evident, ter- 
rified as well as annoyed by their rude and insolent 
notice. I quietly drew near to the side of the fire- 
place nt which she stood, and with some difficulty 
obtained a sight of her features. I wfts struck wjth 
extfcine surprise — not so^much at her singular beauty, 
as from an instantaneous conviction thatt she w^ 
known to me, or at least that I had seen her frequently 
before, but where or when I could not at all call to mind. 
Again I looked, and my first impression wa% confirmed. 
At this moment the elder of the two men I have par- 
tially described placed his hand, with a rude familiarity, 
upon the girl’s slionlder, profiering at the same time 
a glass of liot brandy and water for her accei)tance. 
{She turned shariny and indignantly away from the 
fidlow and looking round as if for protection, caught 
my cagerly-lLxed gaze. 

*Mr Waters!' she imp ulsively ejaculated. ‘Oh I 
fimsoglad!’ * 

‘ Yes,* 1 answered, ‘ that is certainly ray name; »but 

I scarcely remcraher Stand b;u'k, fellow!' I 

I'lngrily continued, as her tormciJtor, I'nihoklen.^d by the 
s})irits h(} had drank, pressed with a jeering grin upon 
his fu(!c towoirds her, still tendering the brandy and 
water. ‘ Stand back ! ’ lie replied by a curse and a 
tlinait. 'file next moment his flowing wig was whirling 
across the room, and lie standing with his bullct-hemi 
barr' but for a few locks of iron-gray, in an atiitude of 
s])\xxdiless rage and taiiifusion, increased by the peals 
of laughter wliicb greoU'd bis ludicrous, unwigged 
aspect. Ho quickly put liimself in a fighting attitude, 
and, ba<.:k' I Isy his coiiipaiiion, cdiallcnged me to battle. 
This was 'lut': out of the question; mull was sonu^- 
wbat at a 1 ."=1 liow to [iroeecd, wlieri the bell aimotin- 
(Uiig the instant departure of the train rung out, n^y 
furious antagonist gathered up and adjusted his wig, 
and u'i* ill] sallied forth to lakt; our places— -the young 
woman holding fast by my arm, aft(l in a low, nervous 
voice, Ix'gging mt; not to leiivc livr. 1 watched the two 
fellows lake their seats, and tluai led her to the hind- 
most cai'^'inge, wlvicli we had to ourselves as fur as the 
next station.* 

‘Are Mrs Waters and Emily quitcj well?' said the 
young woman colouring, and lowering her eyes beneath 
my earnest gaze, which she seemed for a ifiomcnt to 
eiisinterprc t. 

‘Quite — ctitirely so,’ 1 almost stammered. ‘You 
Uuow^ us then ?’ • 

‘ Surely 1 do,’ she reiditid, reassured by rny manner. 

‘ But you, it st'cms,’ she presently added with a winning 
I'ruile, ‘Inive quite forgotten little Mary Kingsford.' 

‘ Mary Kingsford !’ 1 exclaimed almost with a shout. 

‘ Why, so it is ! But wdiat a traiisibrmation a few 
years liave ctfcctcd ! ’ 

‘ Do you tliink so ? Not preWf Mary Kingsford now 
then, I suppose?' she added with a light, i)leasant 
l/mgh. 

‘ You know wlmt I mean, you va^ puss you ! ’ I re- 
joined quite gleefully ; for I was overjoyed at meeting 
^vith the gentle, well-remembered playmate of my own 
*ddest girl. We were old familiar friends — almost 
father and daughter — in an instant. 

Little Mary Kingsford, I should state, was, wdien 1 
left Yorkshire, one of tlie pre^ttiest, most engaging 
children I had over seen; and atpetted favourite not 
only with us, but of every other &milr in the neigh- 
bourhood. She was the only ehiid of Philip and Mary 
Kingsford — a humble, worthy, and mdeh- respected 
eouple. The father was gardener to Sir Pyott Dtilztdl, 
and her mother eked out jiia wftpea to a respectable 
niaintehanco by keeping a ehe<»p ddldron’s scfioob 
The change wJiich a few years Iiad wrought in the 
K^autifulcMd waif quite Biteciont to for my 


kheek as I glanced meaningly at her mourning < 
\ VYes,'^ she murmured in a sad quivering 


imperfect recognition of her f but the instant Her ^ame 
was mentioned, 1 at once recognised the rare homeliness 
wliich had channed tts all in her childhood. The soft 
brown eyes were the lame, though now revealing pro- 
foftnder deptlis, and emitting a more pensive expression ; 
the hair, thou^deepened in colour, was still golden; 
her complexidn, lit up as it now w^ by a sweet blush, 
was brillianr as ever ; whilst her child - person had 
became matured and developed into womanly symmetry 
^and grace# The brilliancy of colour vanished from her 

dress, 
voice — 

‘ yes, father is gonfj 1 It wdll bo six mopths come next 
Thursday that hc^ died ! Mothc* is well,* she con- 
tinued more cheerfully after a pause, ‘ in health, but 
poorly olF ; and I — aiuj 1,’ she added with a faint eflbrt 
at a smile, ‘ am to London to seek my fortune I ' 

'J'o seek your fortune ! ’ 

* Yes ; you know my cousin, Sophy Clarke ? In one 
of her letters, she said sho often saw you.* 

I nodded ^il-bout speaking. I knew littlo of 
Sophia Clarke, except that she was the somewhat gay, 
coquettish shopwoman of a highly-rcspectable con- 
fectioner in the Strand, whom I shall call by the name 
of Morris. * 

‘ I am to be Sophy's fellow shop-assistant,' continued 
Mary Kingsford ; ‘ not^f course at first at such good 
wages as she gets. So lucky for me, is it not, since 
I must go to service ? And so kind, too, of Sophy to 
interest herself for rao ! ’ 

‘ Well, it may be so. But surely I have heard — my 
wife at least has — that you and Richard Westlake were 
engaged ? — Excuse me, Mary, I was not aware the 
suhjcHit was a painful or unideasant one.' 

‘liichard’s father,' she replied with some spirit, Mias 
higlier views for his son. It is all off between us now,' 
sVie added ; ‘ and perhaps it is for the best that it should 
be so.’ 

1 could have rightly interpreted these words without 
the aid of the partially-expressed sigh which followed 
them. 'Jiie perilous position of so attractive, so inex- 
perienced, so guileless a young creature, amidst the 
temptations and vanities of London, so painfully im- 
pressed and i)r(?occupicd me, that I scarcely uttered 
another ■word till the rapidly-diminishing rate of the 
train announc^ed that wo neared a station, after wliich 
it was jirobable we should have no farther opportunity 
for private converse. 

‘Tliose men — tliosc follows at Rugby — where did 
you meet with them ?' I inquired. 

‘ About thirty or forty miles below Birmingham, 
where tliey entered the carriage in -w^hich I -was seated. 
At Birmingham I managed to avoid them.' 

Little more jiassed between us till we reached Lon- 
don. Sophia Clarke received lier cousin at the Euston 
station, and ■was iirofuse of felicitations and 
pliments upon her arrival and jiersonTil appearance. 
After rciceiving a promise from Mary Kingsford to call 
and take tea with niy \^'ifc and lier old playmate on 
the following Sunday, I handed the two young women 
into a cab in waiting, and they dwive off. I had not 
moved away from rfhe ^ot when a voice a few paces 
behind me, whieli I thought I recognised, ^lled out : 

‘ Quick, coaerhet, or you '11 lose sight of them ! ' As I 
turned qaicjc.ly round, another cab drove smartly off, 

• which \ followed at a run. 1 found, on reaching Lower 
Seymour Street, that 1 was not mistaken as to the 
owne# of tie vpice, nor of Wfe purpose. The I 

had unwigged at Rugby thrust his body half put of 
the cab window, and pointing to the veliicle .:Which 
Contained the two girls, called out to the driver * to 
mind and make no mistake.' The man nodded intelli- 
gence, and lashed his horse into a paep; Nothing 
that I might do could prevent , the fellows from ascer- 
taining Mary Kingsford's plaoe of abbdo ; and as that« 
was all that; for the present aii l^t, need be appre^ 
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hendJd, I desistcjd ftpm pursuit, ami bent my steps 
homewards. 

Mary Khigaford kept her appointment on the Sun- 
day, and in re^y to our question in jr, said slie liked 
her sltnai^n very well. Mr and Mrs Morris \virc 
exceedingly kind to ber ; bo was Sophiv* ‘ Her cousin,* 
she added in reply to a look which I couy not repress, 
‘ was pcrhai>s a litfle gay and free of manner, hut the 
bcst-heartcd creature in the world.’ The two fellows 
wiio had followed them had, I found, alriady twice 


vanity they not a little gratified, 'Hie iinincs they gav<f 
were Hartley and Sfinpbon. So enyrely guileless and 
unsophisticated was the gentle countiy maiden, that I 
saw she scarcely comprehended ^he hhits and warnings 
which I threw ont. At i)arting, }if1>reVer, she made me 
a serious promise that she would Instantly apply to 
me should any difficulty or p<*rplexity overtake her. 

I often called in at the confectioner’s, and was grati- 
fied to find that Mary’s niodest propriety; of behaviour, 
in a somewhat difficult position, had gained her the 
goodwill of her employers, wlio invariably spoke of her 
wdtfi kindness and respect. Nevcrtlielcss, the enrk 
and care of a London life, witli its incessmit enii>loy- 
ment and late liours, soon, I perceived, began to tell 
upon her boalth and spirits ; mid it was consequimtly 
with a strong emotion of pleasure I heard from my 
wife that she liad seen a passage in .a letter from 
Mary’s mother, to the elfect that the elder Westlake 
was betraying symptoms of yielding to the angry and 
passionate expostulations of his only son, relative to 
the enforced breaking off of his engagement with Mary 
Kingsford. '.riie blusli with wliich she presented the 
letter was, I >vas told, very eloquent. 

One evening, on passing Morris’s shop, I olisorved 
Hartley and Simi>Bon there. 'I’licy were swallowing 


over WestininstoF Bridge. The inclement leather had 
cleared th(t streets and thoroughfares in a surprisingly 
sliort time ; so that, excepting myself, no foot-passenger 
was visible on the bridge till I had about half-crossed 
it, when a female figure, closely muffled up about the 
head, and sobbing bitterly, passed rapidly by on tlic 
oppoH^to side. I turned and gazed after the retreating 
figj^ire: it was ^ a youthful, symmetrical one; and after 
a few moments’ hesitation, I determined to folloAv fit 
/i; distiiiict, and as nnobscrv*edly as I .could. On' the 


visited the shop; but their attentions |ippcared now t(t woinaii sped, without pause or hesitation, till slie 
be exclusively directed towards Sophia • Clarke, whog^j rcaefied Astley’s, wdicre I observed her stop suddeul}^ 


and foss h'er anus in the fiir with a gesture of des- 
peration. I quickened my steps, which she observing, 
uttered a slight scream, and ilarted swiftly off again, 
moaning and sobbing as she ran. The slight nu)meu- 
tary glimpse T had obtained of her features beneath the 
gas-lamp opposite Astley’s, suggested a friglitful apjwe- 
hension, fiiid I followed at iny utmost speed. She 
turned at the first cross-street, and I sliould soon liave 
overtaken her, but that in dartin g round the corner 
where she disappeared, I raiflPBfTbifit against a stout, 
elderly gentleman, wlio was hurrying smartly along 
out of tlie w'catlier. What with (lie suddemuvss of the 
sliock ajid the slip[n‘riness of thi‘ jjavemont, down we 
both reeled ; find by the time wt Inid regainerl our feet, 
and growded savfigely at each other, tlie young woman, 
whoever she was, had disappeared, and more than half 
.an hfnir’s eager search after her jiroved fruitless. At 
last I bethought me of hiding at one corner of AWst- 
minster Bridge. I had watched impatiently for Jibont 
twenty mimites, when I oltservi'd the oliject of my 
pursuit stCfiling timidly and furtively towards tlie 
bridge on the opposite side of tlie wfiy. As she came 
nearly abreast of where I stood, J ihirted forward ; she 
saw', witliout recognising me, and iillering iin excla- 
ination of terror, llew' down towjirds the river, w lie)*e ii 


custards and other confectionary witli much gusto ; j number of [lieies of balk and other timber w ere fastened 
and, from their new and co.stly habiliments, seemed to j together, forming a kind of loose raft. I followed w-iji 


be in surprisingly good t?asc. They ivere smirking and 
smiling at the cousins w'itli rude confidence; and Sopliia 
Clarke, I W'as grieved to see, repaid their insulting 


d(‘.‘<porato liaste, for I syiw lliat it w'as iinlecfl Mary 
Kingsford, and louflly ('ailing to her by name to stop. 
She did not appear loJienr me, and in a few inonieiils 


impertinence by her most elaborate smiles and graces, j the imhappy girl liad gained the end of tlu' timber-raft. 
I passed ^ 011 ; and presently mooting wilb a broiber- j Cue in.stant she paused with edasped bands upon the 
detective,' wdio, it struck me, might know something ! brink, and in another bad throw n herself into the dark 


of the two gentlemen, I tiurned back with liim, and 
l>ointed them out. A glance sulliced liim. 

‘ Ilartley and Simpson you Say ? ’ lie remarked after 
W'e had walked away to some distance : ‘ those are only 
two of their numerous aliases. I cannot, how'ever, 
say that I am as yet on very familiar terms with them; 
but as I sun espc;eially directed to cultivate tlieir ac- 
quaintance, there is no doiilit vre sliull lie more iiitiniate 
with each other before long. Gambh^rs, blacklegs, 
swindlers, I already know' them to be ; and I w'ould take 
odds they are not unfrcqnently something more, espe- 
cidiiy when fortune and the bones run cross w ith them.’ 

‘They appear to be in high feather just now,’ I 
rcnmrked. 

‘ Yes : they are connected, I suspect, with tlie gang 
wlio cleaned l>ut young Garslade last v'eek in Jermyn 
Street. I’d lay a trifle,’ added my^riend, slh I turned 
to leave l^n, ‘ that one or both of them w'ill wear the 
Queen’s fllery, gray turned up w itl^ yellow', before 
many weeks are past. Good-by.’ 


w'ife paid a visijt Jp; Astltjy’B, for the gratificatioh of our 
youngsters, promised a ^ght ©f the 

equestrian iii$^ls exhibited at that celebrated amplii- 
theatre. It was the latter end of Fcibruary ; and when 
TV© came out pf Ihe theatre, w'e found the weather 
dianged to dark and sli^ty, with a. sharp, nipping wind. 
I liad, to ^11 at fS^otland-Yard; my wife and cliildren 
conse^pntly proceeded homo in a cab without me; 

to quell a slight disturbance orJgi- 
' ' a gin-palaec close by, I Vwent on my way 



and inoniiing river. On reaching llic sitot wlicre slic 
liad dis;ippeared, 1 coiild not at first see her in I'onse- 
quciice ol» tlie dark inournin.e dress sln^ liad on. J’ri'- 
sently I caught sight of her, still upborne by her spread 
clotlics, but already carried by the swift current biwond 
niy rcax'li. 'I'he onljV cliance was to craw 1 along a ]>i‘ cc 
of round timber w liieh projeeted farther into the river, 
and by tlio end of w hich she must pass. I'liis I cflectcd 
with some difficulty ; and laying myself out at full 
length, Viiinly endeavoured, with outstretched, straining 
anus, to grasp licr dress. Tliere was nothing left for it 
but to plun.ge in after licr. I will confess tliat I hesi- 
tated to do .so. I wa? eneuinbered w ith a lieavy dress, 
w'hich Uiere was no time to put off, and inonMiver, lihe 
most inland men, I w'as but an iiuliircrcnt sw’iinnu r. 
My indecision ciuickly vanished. The wretched girl, 
thoqgh gradually^inking, had not yet uttered a cry, 
or appeared to struggle ; but wdien the chilling w'ati'rs 
reached her lips, she seemcvl to suddenly revive to a 
consciousness of tlie horror of her fate: slie fonglit wildly 


About a fortnight aft^ this conversation, I and my <: with the engulphing tide, and shrieked piteously for belt). 


Before one could count ten, 1 had grasped lier by tlie 
atm, and Uftedjier Ijead above the surface of tlie river. 
A® I did so, I felt as if suddenly encased and w eighed 
down by leadefh garments, so quickly liad my thick 
clothing and higli boots sucked in the water. Vainly, 
thus burdened and iraiicdod, did I endeavour to regain 
the raft; the strong Cide bore us outwards, and 1 glared 
rouq^, in inexpressible diarimy, for some means of extri- 
cation from the frightful peril in which I found myself 
involved. Happily, right in the direction the tide was 
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drifting ns,»a largo Large lay moored by a chain-cable. 
Eagerly I seized and twined one arni firmlv round it, 
and thus j)artially securcmlialloocd with renewed i)ower 
for assistance. It soon came : a passer-by had wit- 
nessed the flight of tlu! girl and my j)ur8uit, and wnts 
‘ already hasb'ning with others to our assistance. A 
wherry w'as unnioored : guided by my voice, the^^ soon 
reached us ; and but a brief interval el;«|>sed before w'c 
were safely housed in an adjoining tavern. • 

A change of dress, wiHi which the landlord kindljj^^ 
supplied me, a blazing fire, and a couple ot ghSsca^of 
hot brandy and water, soon rcstorcid warmth and vigour 
to my chilled and partially-benumbed limh«; buimorc 
Ilian tw^o hours elaj)sed before Maiy, who had swallowed 
a good deal of Avater, Avas in a condition to be removed. 

I liad just sent for a eab, Avben two polie'e-oflicrers, well 
IciioAvn to me, entered tlio room Avitb official briskness. 
Mary screamed, staggered towards me;, and clinging to 
my arm, besought me AA’itli frantic earnestness to save 
her. • 

‘What in the nuianing of this?’ I exclaiinod, address- 
ing one of the i)(iii(‘e-"'j^^ijiprs. 

‘Merely,’ said he, ‘that the young woman that’s 
clinging so tight to you has been committing an auda- 
cious robbery’ 

‘ No— no — no !’ broke in the t('rriiied girl. 

‘Oh! of course you’ll say so,’ continued the ofliccr. 
‘All 1 know is, tliat the diamond brooch was found 
snugly hid aAvay in her oavii box. But come, w'C»have 
been after you for tlie hist three hours;, so you had 
better come stloiig at once.’ , 

‘Save me! — save me!’ solihed poor Mary, as she 
lightent'd Iut grasp Ai]K)n my arm and looked Avith 
beseeching agony in inj’ face. 

‘Be comforted,' I Avliispiavd ; ‘yoAi shall go home 
with m(‘. C’alm yourself, Miss Kingsford,’ 1 added in 
a loialer t ine: *1 no more believe you have stolen a 
diamoLi'l bivKi-.li than tliat I have.’ 

‘.Itless you! bless you!’ she gasj*ed in tlie intervals 

of her couvidhivo sobs. 

‘'(’here is some Avretclied inisiyiprehension in this 
Intsiiiess. J am quite sure,’ I conliruied : ‘ but at all 
evi'iits I shall bail her — for lhis*niglit at least.’ 

‘ Hail iier ! Tlia!; is hardly regular.’ 

‘ No; Imt you AN ill tell the superintendent that Mary 
King.sford is in my custody, and that J arisAver for her 
a j »p( ‘a ra nee to- u i o r ro av.’ 

The men hesitated, but J slootl too avc^I at head- 
quarters for them to do more than ]ie.sitatc : and 
ilic cab I l ordered being just then announced, 1 
l»assed willi IMary out of tl»% room as quickly as 1 
Could, ft»r I f(*ared Iut senses Aveft^ again leuA'iiig her. 
'Die air revived her someAvhat, and 1 lifted her into the 
eah, placing myself lx*sido her. Sim ai)i)earcd to listen 
in fearful doubt wlietluT 1 should be alloAvcd to take 
lier Avitli me; iiiul it w as not till the wheels had made 
a score of revolutions that her fears vanislmd ; then 
tbroAAdng herself iijion my neck in an ecstavsy of grati- 
tude, she hurst into a flood of tears, and continued 
till W'C reached home sobbing on my bosom like a 
Itrokon-hearted cbild, She luul, I found, been there 
about ten o’clock to seek mo, and b%ing told that I Avas 
gone to Astley’s, hail started oft’ to find me there. 

Mary still slept, or at least she had not risen, Avlien 
I left home the following Rioniiiig to endeavour to get 
at the bottom of the strange accusation preferred J 
a ga inst her. I first saw the superhitendent, who, after ^ 
bearing what 1 had to say, quite approved of all that t 
bad done, and intrusted the casfe entirely to my ciy\\ 

, i next sHAv Mr and Mjb Morris and Ski^lua Clarke, and 
tlieu waited upon the prosecutor, a younmsh gentleman 
of the name of Savillc, hxiring in Essex^Street, Strand. 
One or two things I heard neces|jitatod a visit to other 
otlicers of police, inddentiiily, as 1 iiJdud, mixed up 
with the affair. By the time all this was done, aSd aii 
eliectuol watch had been placed upon Mr Augustus 


Saville’s movements, evening hail fallen, find I winded 
my way liomewards, both to obtain a little* rest, and 
hear Mary Kingsford’s version of the strange story. 

The result of ray inquiries may be thus briefly 
sugnned up. Ten days before, Sophia Clarke told her 
cousin that sliej^d orders for Covent- Garden Theatre ; 
and ns it vrp not one of their busy nights, she 
thought they /light obtain leave to go. Mary expressed 
her (loubt of this, as both Mr and itfrs Monri^; 

Avere strict, and somewhat fanatical Dissenters, disap- 
^iroved of phiygoing, especially fol* young women. 
Weverthqjess S^liia asked, informed Mary that the 
.reef lired permission had been readily accorded, and off 
they Avent in higH spirits; MarA^ especially, wiio hful 
iicAmr been to ii thtatre in her life before. When there 
the}" w'orc joined by Hartley and Simpson, much to 
Mark ’s armoyaiiife vexation, especially as she saw 
that )ier cousin»cxfeeted tliem. She had, in fact, ac- 
n\ the orders from them. At the conclusion of the 
cui'?‘4 tainineiit.s, they all four came out together, when 
suddenly there arose a hustling and confusion, accom- 
l>iinied Avith lt>ud outcries, and a violent SAvaying to 
and fro of the crowd. The dlsturbaiKic w'as, however, 
soon quelled ; and !Mary and her cousin had reached the 
outer <Toor,^Avheu tAvo police-officers seized Hartley and 
his friend, and insisted upon their going with them. 
A scuffle ensued ; but^thcr officers being at hand, the 
tAvo men Avere secured, and carried off. i’he cousins, 
terribly frightened, called ii coach, and were very glad 
to find themselves safe at home again. And noAv it 
came out that iMr and Mrs Morris had been told that 
they Avere going to spend the evening at /ay house, and 
bad no idea they w'cre going to the play ! Vexed as 
Mary Avas at the deception, she w'as too kindly-tem- 
IH‘re(l to refuse to keep her cousin’s secret ; esiiecially 
knowing as she did that the discovery of tlie deceit 
Sophia Iiad practised Avoulti in all probability be fol- 
loAvc'd by her immediate discharge. Hartley and bis 
friiuid SAvaggered on tlie following afternoon into tiie 
shop, and AAdiispercd Soidiia that their arrest by the 
police had arisen from a. strange mistake, for Avhich the 
most mrqile apologies hud been offered and acceptwl. 
After this matters Avent on as nsiuil, except that Mary 
perceived a groAving insolence and familiarity in Hart- 
ley’s manner toAA^avds her. His language w'as Vrequently 
quite unintelligible, and once he asked her plainly ‘ if 
she did not mean that ho should go in the prize 

she Iiad lately found ? ’ Upon Mary repl ving that she 
did not comprehend liim, his look heeanu) absolutely 
ferexaous, and he exelaimcxl : ‘Oh, that’s your game, i.s 
it? But don’t try it on with me*, my good girl, I advise 
yc^u.’ So violent did lie iH'eoint!, that MV Morris avus 
attracted by the noise, and ultimately bundled him, 
neck and ht*els, out of the sliop. Slio liad not seen 
either him or his conipimion since. 

On the evening of the previous day, a gentleman 
Avliom she •never remembered to hav^ seen Im^e, 
entercHl the shoj>, took a sc*at, and helped himself to a 
tart. She observed that after a while he looked at her 
very earnestly, aiul at length upi>roa^iing quite closcj 
said, ‘You w'orc at Covent-Garden TKi^trc last Tuesday 
oveniiig Aveek ? ’ Mary Avas struelf,'a$ she said, all of a 
heap, for'^both Mr* and ,Mrs Morris were in the shop, 
and heard the question. 

* Oh no, no ! tyou iiiistakc',’ she said hurriedly^ and 
feeling at the same time her cdieeks kindle into 

‘Nfljy, but you w'ere tbouglu* rejoined the gentleman. 
And tlien low'ering his voice to a Avhisp'*r, he said, ‘ And 
let ifle ad^se#you, if you would avoid exposu®^ and 
condign punishment, to restore me the diamcin^ hrpoch 
you robbed me of on that evening/ 

Mary screamed w ith terror, and a reguW scene en- 
sued. She Avas obliged to c‘onfess she had told a ftilse- 
hood in denying she was at the thaatr^ on the night in 
question, and Mr Morris after that ixielined to 

ikdievc anything*of her. The iKfrsist^^^ in, 
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his charge ; But at the 8^6 time vehemently iterating 
Ids assurance that aU lie wanted was Ms property; and 
it was ultimatdiy decided that Mary’s boxes, as well as 
her person, shotnd be searched* This was done ; and to 
her utter ebustemation the brooch was found conceak>d, 
they ^d^ hi a black-silk reticule, l^ials, assevera- 
tions, were vain. Mr Saville identiMl the brooch, 
but oneo more offered to be content with r s restoration. 
This Mr Morris^ a just, stem man, would not consent 
to, and he went out to summon a police-officer. Before, 
he returned, Mary, by the advice of both her cousii^ 
and Mrs Morris, had fled the house, ahd hurried 
state of distraction to find nte, with what result the 
reader already knou^. * 

‘ It is a wietched business,’ I obsefved to my wife, as 
soon as Mary Eingsford had retired to rest, at about 
nine o’clock in the evening. you, I have no 


doubt of the poor girl’s perfect innocftice ; but how to 
establish it by satisfactory evidence is another matter. 
I must take her to Bow Street the day after to-morrow.’ 

‘ Good God, how dreadful ! Can nothing be done ? 
What docs the prosecutor say the brooeft is worth ?’ 

‘His uncle,* lie says, ‘gave a hundred and twenty 
guineas for it. But that signifies little ; for were its 
worth only a hundred and twenty farthings, compro- 
mise i.s, you know, out of the question.’ 

* I did not mean tliat Can fou shew it me ? I am a 
pretty good judge of the value of jewels,’ 

‘ Yes, you can see it.’ I took it out of tlic desk in 
which I hiid locked it up, and placed it before her. It 
was a splendid emerald, enckeied by large briUiaiits. 

My wife twisted and turned it about, holding it in 
all sorts of lights, and at last said — ‘ I do not believe 
that either the emerald or the brilliants are real — that 
the brooch is, in fact, worth twenty sliillings intrin- 
sically.’ 

‘1)0 you say so?* I exclaimed as I jumped up from 
my chair, for my mfe’s words gave colour and consist- 
ence to a dim and faint suspicion which had crossed my 
mind. ‘ Then this Saville is a manifest liar ; and per- 
haps confederate with — - But give me my hat; I 
will ascertain this jwint at once.* 

I hurried to a jeweller’b shop, and found that my 
wife’s opinion was correct : apart from tlie workman- 
ship, which was very fine, the brooch was vfducdt'ss. 
Con.jeetureg, suspicions, hojxes, fears, chased each otlicr 
with bewildering rapidity through my brain ; and in 
order to collect and arrange my thoughts, I stepped out 
of the whirl of the streets into Dolly’s Chop-house, and 
decided, over a quiet glass of negus, upon my plan of 
operations. • 

The next morning there appeared at tlie top of the j 
second column of tlie ‘Times’ an earnest ap^ieal, worded 
with careful obscurity, so that only the person to whom 
it was addressed sliould easily understand it, to the 
indi^ual who had lost or been robbed of a false stone 
aiffi'lmlliants^at the theatre, to communicate with a 
certain person — whose address I gave— without delay, 
in order to ^ave the reputation, perhaps the life, of an 
innocent person. 

I was at the adch^s I liad given by nine o’clock. 
Several hours passed without bringing any one, and I 
was heginning tP despair, wlien a gentleman of the 
name of Bagshawe was announced : I tiirly leaped for 
joy, for this was beyond my hopes. t 

A gentleman presentlysentered, of about thirtf years 
of age, of a diating^bed, tliough somewhat dissipated 
aspect. « • * 

. ‘ This brooch is youn ?* said I, exhibiting it without 
oel^ or preface. • v ^ 

V : and Tam hero to know what your singular 

adveitement means ?’ 

. rascals r ho broke in almosi -before I had 
will briefly cxplaiii it all/ A follow of the 
lian^jpf Hartley, at least tFiat wys the ho gave, 


robbed me, I waj pretty sure, of tliis brooch. I pointed j 
him out teethe jiolice, and he was taken into custody; i 
but nothing being found upoi; liim, he was discharged.’ 

‘Not entirely, Mr Bagshawe, on tliat account. You 
refused, when arrived at the station-house, to state wliat 
you had been robbed of; and yon, moreover, said, in 
presence of the culprit, that you were to embark with 
your regimen tffor India the next day. That regiment, 

I Bave ascertained, did embark, as you said it would.’ 

, 5 ^' ‘TrBie;ibut I had leave of absence, and shall take 
tlie* Overland route. The truth is, that during the walk 
to tlte station-house, I had leisure to reflect that if I 
madc^a forflial charge, it would lead to awkward dis- 
closures. Tliis brooch is an imitation of one presented 
me by a valued relative. Losses at play — since, for 
this unfortunate young woman’s sake, 1 must out with 
it — obliged me to part with the original ; and I w ore 
this, in order to conceal the fact from my relative’s 
knowledge.’ , 

‘ This will, sir,’ I replied, ‘ prove, with a little 
management, quite sufficie nt for all purposes. Yon 
have no objection to acconifWy niS to the siiperin- 
tcn^lent ? ’ 

‘ Not in the least : only I wish the devil had the 
brooch as w^ell as the fellow that stole it.’ 

About half-past five o’clock on the same evening, tlie 
street door was quietly opened by the lainllord of tlu^ 
house in wiiieh Mr Saville lodged, and I walke*! into 
the IVont room on the first Hour, where 1 found the 
gentleman 1 sought huiguidly reclining on a sola. He 
gathered liimself iiinartly up at my api^earance, and 
l(K>kcd keenly in my face. He did not ai>pear to like* 
what he read there. 

‘I did not exijcet to see you to-day,’ lie said at last. 

‘No, perhaps not: hut I Inive news for you. ^Ir 
Bagshawe, the owmcjr of theliundred-and-tweJUy guinea 
brix^cli your deceased uncle gave you, did not sail for 
India, and’ r 

Tlie wretched cur, before I could conclude, was on 
his knees begging for mercy w ith disgusting ahjectness. 

I could have sinirn^d the scoundrel w here he crawled. 

‘Come, sir!’ I cried, ‘let us have no snivelling or 
humbug: mercy is not in my power, as you onglit 1o 
know'. Strive to deserve it. We Nvant Hartley and 
Simpson, and cannot find them : you must aid us.’ 

‘Oh yes; to Ik- sure I will!’ eagerly rejoined the 
rascal. ‘ I will go for iliem at once,’ he ailded w ith a 
kind of Iic^iitatirig asvsurauee. 

‘Nonsense! Sendibr them, you mean. Do so, air I 
I w’ill w ait tlidr airivaL* 

His note was deJ^.atcTied by a sure hand ; and mean- 
wdiile I arranged the details of the exjiected nieetin;.. 

I, and a friend, whom I momently expected, w'ould 
ensconce ourselves Ix-hind a large screen in the ro(un, 
whilst Ml* Augustus Saville would run playfully over 
the charmiag plot with his two friends, so tliat wv i 
might be able to fully apiireciate its merits. Mr Savill; i 
agreed. I rang the bell, an officer appeared, and wa 
took our posts iii readiness. We had scuireely done so, 
when the street-bell rang, and Saville announced th - 
arrival of his confi^erates. There was a tw inkle in tin 
fellow’s green eyes which I thought I understood. ‘ .Do 
not try that on, Mr Augustus Saville,’ I quietly re- 
marked : ‘ we ore but two lulVe certainly, but there are 
half-a-dozen in waiting below.’ 

^ No more was said, and in another minute the friends 
met. It was a boisterously-joUy meeting, as far as 
shaking hands and nlutual felicitations on each other’s 
good li^ks andi health went. Saville was, 1 thought, 
tim most obstreperously gay of all throe. 

^ And yet liow I look at you, Saville, closely,* said 
Hartley, ryou dtwi’t Jook quite the thing. Ilavoyou 
see^ ghost?’* ♦ 

Vlfo ; but this cursed brooch aflkir w'-orries me.’ 

^Nonsense!— humWgI‘'»it’8 all right; we are all 
embarked in the same boat, It’s a regular three- 
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handed gaftie. I prigged it ; SiInIfl 3 ^^ here whipped it ptt)gress of a rival agriculture beyond *tbe Atlantic, 
into pretty Mary’s reticule, which she,! suppose, never On this subject, therefore, the book befofb UB may 
looked into till the rowCcame and yoM claim^ possibly do some useful service. Ref^ng our readers 

roguto merry-go-round, amt it, eh? Ha! ha! hal the work ittelf aa* mine of valuable truths on this 

‘ Quite so, Mr Hartley,’ said I, suddenly facing him, Pf filing top^ we can hope only to glance at a few 
and at tlio same time stamping on the floor; you tha authdPs more pmnted remarks. According 
say, a delightful merry-go-round; ana here, you per- to him, thciy is no likelihood of the price of British 
eeive,’ I added, as the oncers crowded into the room, produce being permanently depressed by the free impor- 
‘ are more gentlemen to join in it.’ • • tation of American wheat and flour. For a time there 


I must not stain the paper with the curses, ^pre- 
cations, blasj)hemios, which for a brief spfwe resounded 
tlirough the apartment. The rascals were safely and 
Si’paratoly locked up a quarter of an lioiir afterwards ; 
and before a month had passc'd aw’ay, all three wt^re 
transjKirted. It is scarcely necessary to remark, that 
liny believed the brooch to be genuine, and of great 
value. 

Ma^ Kingsford did not need to return to her employ, 
Westlake the elder withdrew his veto upoii his son’s 
choice, find the wedding w^as celebrated in the following 
May with great rcjoicmg; Mary’s old playmate offi- 
ciating as bridemaid, and I as hride’s-father. •The 
still young couple have now a rather numerous family, 
and a home blessed with affection, peace, and compe- 
tence. It w'as some time, how'cver, before Maiy'' re- 
coveri’d from the shock of her London adventure ; and 
I I am pretty sure that the disagreeable remiiiii^iences 
I iiisepnriilily connected in licr mind with the metropolis 
I will prevent at least one person from being present at 
i t>A'' World’s Great Fair. 

j JOTlNSTO>;’S TOUR IN AMERICA. 

I IhiorEssc <uinfton, well knowm for his acquirements 
j as a lectn.'or o.i agricultural chemistry and geology'', 

! iias ju; t g - n to the w’orld the result of his observa- 
tions din iiig a ro(.‘eut excursion in North America, 

I wliicb he visited under authoritative auspices.* The 
work so comjiosed, bearing refercmic cliicfly to the agri- 
; cultural qualities of the districts visited, will not be 
; •■xpeet<‘d to resemble ordiiiar,y works of travel, nor to 
: consist cf whfit is called amusing reading; nevertheless, 

I the w riter, by the originality of Iiis vieivs, has produced 
a Av(>i'k of no small interest, certainly one which pre- 
; sents much useful information Jiot onl,y tij the genoral 
: ro.ader, but to the intending agricultural emigrant, 
i Among ilu; Americans thoinsolves, ivliether settlers 
In the British iiosscRsions or in JJie United States, Mr 
: doimstori’s account ^pf their country ought to awaken 
! diH‘p ftud anxious attention. Travelling from place to 
I place- ill the constant investigation of llie geolo^cal 
structur.' of the country — tlic nature of soils deiitaiding 
more or b^s on that structure — and also bringing his 
experience to bear on circumstances of a p<ditical and 
: I social nature, he is enabled to present a true picture of 
; .^American husbandry os it presently exists, and to 
angiir from appearances its prospective condition. The 
explorations of the author were confined principally to 
New Brunswick, the western part of the state of New 
Fork, and certain districts of Canada, where settlers 
•'ire still busied in the excavation of farms from tli^ 
primeval forest. In making his examinations, mr 
dohnston appears to have bonjp in mhul the contro- 
versy still raging in England respectinjg tlie free import 
of foreign com; and it was a special object with him 
to loam, from personal observatioii, how for •the 
Rritish farmer had reason to^be alarmed with the 

• , . . ■ V> ■ 

* Notes on North Axnoriea, Agrlcnlturaly Eoononiloal, ond 
Social. By James F. W, Johnston. 9 Vols. Blackwoofl and 
Boiib. 1851. • 


I ' will be a certain though not great import, but by and by 
^it will full down to a point scarcely worth speaking of. 
Vast as are the wheat-producinj regions of America, 
they are not ineJIhaustible ; nor are they greater th.an 
tlie native demands will continue to warrant. What the 
broad Amerieail' cqiitfcient will be, when its surface is 
^l^iected to skRl, capital, and labour, like the highly- 
^^e«l' lands of Norfolk, is not matter of immediate 
concern. At present, but one principle of farming, 
with trifling* exceptions, prevails. This consists in 
exhausting the natur.al soil with a scourging succession 
of grain crops ; then deserting the land, and going on 
to fresh tprritories, which are exhausted and deserted 
in turn. Nothing like proper restorative culture is 
know^n, and never wRll be till the enterprise of the 
settler is stopped in its western progress by the Rocky 
Mountains or the Pacifle. In short, it is cheaper to 
buy new land than to manure the old ; and only when 
there is no more fresh bind to purchase, will the art 
of fanning in America be properly known and 'prac- 
tised. 

Speaking of a fertile part of New Brunswick which 
he visited, ^Tr Johnston observes, that ‘ in clearing 
land ill this district, it is calculated that the first three 
crops, which arc merely luirrowed in, will pay all the 
expense of cutting the timber, burning, and cultivating. 
If the settler then abandon it, he is no loser ; every- 
thing ho cuts off it afterwards is gain, or any sum for 
which he can sell his clcfu-ed land. This is a groat 
inducement* to the exhausting system, which clears 
annually new laud for grain, cuts for hay all wliicli the 
old cropped land will yield, till it is again overrun with 
a young growth of w'ood, and ncitlier saves, collects, nor 
values manure.’ Of this system he goes on to say, ‘ it 
is barbarous, reprehensible, and wasteful to the country 
— and yet it is probably the mctliod which yields a 
ready sustenance to the settler’s family at the smallest 
expense of mental and bodily labour. Our condemna- 
tion of the pioneers of civilisation in a new country 
ought not, therefore, to be severe or indiscriminate. 
With all our skill, we English fimners and teachers of 
agilcultural science should, in the same circumstances, 
probably do just the same, so long as land was nlenty, 
labour sc^arco and deaif, markets few And distarrr,^nd 
prices of produce low. As populaBon increases, a 
higher class will come in; 'will purchase the exhausted 
farms ; and by their skill and manure will obtain from 
the soil new retunis as large, and perhaps as profitable, 
08 those which ri^warded the men who first penetrated 
the bush.’ * 

In New Bronsivick it is not an unusual practiee for 
settlers tQ rent instead of buying lands. They pay of 
annii|l rent firom Gs. to 9 s. per acre for farms, 'i^thout 
, being under any obligation as to routine of ciXippit^; 
Tht plahfis niinous to the land, but works admirably 
for the farmer. * He takes the cream off loud, and 
leaves it ; and as tenants are in request^ easily 

shift to anotlier farm, or con take any gow op^Kurtimity 
which may present itself of buying land for himself.’ 

Earnest industry will, in Nejv as else- 
where, meet with its reword ; farming is. p to 

a man with a ggown-up fkmily to assist him; but In 
the midst of prosperity are serious discomforts 


CHAMBERSES EDINBURGH JOURNAL. 


and cMwbaciiB; at least we should think them so. 
lnseetaar#a tetrible affliotloii. One day Mr. Johnston 
savr a farnier toUibg iti the fields with ; what seemed, a 
smoking quiver ht his back. On a nearer inspection, 
the supposed quiver wjis seen to fle a roll of cedar baek 
suspended from the shoulders, and ligl«H;d at one end, 
so that tlie smoke might float about tlifthead of the 
wearer, and keep off the flies. In another place, he 
observ^ ^ fire s Mndle<l in the open air for the benefit 
of the cattle, which arc happy to come in the evening 
and hold their lieiids in the smoke, with a view of^ 
escnj>ing to some extent their tormefitors. •As 
country bec<aiu‘S cleared, the flies may bo expected to . 
diminisb,’ ' , 

Latterly, with the view of opening up lines of 
tlioroiighfaro through the ‘forces, the legislature of 
New Brunswick has made an offisipj,wlheh will suit tlie 
(roiivenieiK^c of those who have not nlbney to buy, or 
even to rent land. A certain section for settlement 
is divided into lots' of eighty acres each. Any person 
may get a grant gf one of these lots on i)ayment of 
no more than Is. per acre, to defray the e^Ci>eiise of the 
grant and survey ; nt the same time engaging to give 
labour on the roads, at a fixed price i>er rood, to tlie 
amoimt of 1...12 — thus making the entire price of his 
land L.16. This sum, however, is in currency: in 
money sterling, the unmunt is ^bout one-fourth less. 
In speaking of this advantageous opening for settlers 
with limited means, Mr Johnston mentions — ‘ That a 
hod}^ of emigrants arriving in .luiio would be able to 
open the road, cut down four acres on each of these 
lots fpr crops on the following spring, and build a log- 
house before the winter sets in. Of course they must 
have means to maintain themselves and families during 
the winter, and until the crops on their new lands are 
ripe. Bodies of emigrants from the same comity or 
neighlxnirhood, going out as a single party, would 
work pleasantly together, and be good company and 
agreeable neighbours to each other.’ Before starting, 
it must be recollected that the winter of New Bnins- 
wiek is very severe j and that, during tliis season, littl(^ 
or no outdtKir lalioar can be performed. Old settlers, j 
however, seem to relish these hard winters, which arc 
by no means unplea.suut or unhealthy — they are only 
economically troublesome. 

Nowliere do men with large capital engage in agri- 
cultural ojicrations, because 7 per cent, can be obtained 
for money on mortgage; and it is more profitable, be- 
sides being iuoto ideasant, ito lend capital than to 
employ it in husbandry. Tliis circumstance alone 
must long opevate detrimentally on Americun farming. 
We are told tiiat ‘ tillage farms are cultivated by jier- 
sona who dp not usually possess more than L.1 per 
acre of capital.’ American farming, indeed, seems to 
he little better than the labour of a peasant, undirected 
by science, and alu»U 9 t unaided by machinery. * The 
lanfl^elf, aUd^e labour of thbir families, is nearly all 
the capital whieh most of the fanners possess. And if 
any of them save a hundred dollars, they generally pre- 
fer to lend it on mortgage at liigh interest, or to em- 
bark it in some othar pursuit which they think will 
pay better tlian farming, than to lay out in bettering 
their fanns, or in establishing^a more generous hus- 
bandry.* ' \ ^ 

Proceeding from ^ova Scotia through Nqw Bruns- ! 
wick to New ybrk, and ^ncc to tlic Genesee country 
near Lake Ontario, one of tJie finest wheat-prcxfuciiig 
"districts in the States, the author there hfa simslar ^ 
observations to make. Tliis fertile wesfbm region is^ 
pretty well cultivated, and yields Jarge crops ; yet such 
is the giowth of population in Now York, tiiat there is^ 
po sui^fliis of wheat fo^ exportation. Production, in fact, 
does not keep pace herp with tlie native demand for tbod, 
and there is a regular import fir<itU Canada, although 
under a restrictive duty of 20 per No doubt the 

itige f^ improved methods of culture ; 


but * even when inch hetter agricultural tftnes arrive 
ill this refi^on, the English farmer will still, in my 
opinion, have little to fear ftom this quarter of the 
American c'ontinent.’ • 

Through this western pai*t of the State of New York 
IHmrs a ceaseless stream of emigration. Every day 
railway Ciirs and canal boats are seen travelling along 
westward, witlf vast numbers of men, wonum, and 
chifdren, of all ages, and of various European countries 
^Irisl^ hkiglish, ^:otch, an*d Germans ; the Irisli 
usaallv outnumbering all the others. Comparatively 
^ few sfop in Canada, where the colonial ollice has con- 
trived \o intlke the terras of imrclinsiiig land almost 
unintelligible. On they go, like a stream of iieople bound 
for n fair ; and they know no rest till they find a liorne 
in Michigan, or some other State in the Ear AVest. The 
breaking up of these western lauds beyond tJie lakes 
has, within a recent pi?riod, turuiHl tJie tide of import 
and export of breiul-stiifls. lu 18d8, flour was sjnpiH'd 
from ‘ Buflalo on Lake Erie for tlie west ; and tlie 
wheat-region of New York, wi th th at of Upper Canada, 
were the main sources of its Ilipply. •Now, after only 
twcljre years, an enormous supply of wheat and flour is 
brought // o/M the West, along Lake Erie.’ ^ 1840, the 
wheat and flour thus arriving at Buflalo amounted to 
250,000 tons, valued at ten millions of dollars — a largo 
sum to be produced by the scraping industry of emi- 
grant settlors, with little or no money capiUil. 

Afttr examining the we.stern districts gc'ologically, 
Mr .lolinston comes to the conclusion, that much of the 
soil is not of first-rjito quality naturally ; and that its 
productiveness is to be ascrihed princijjally to its fn*sh- 
ness. The reckless draughting of corn crops will inevi- 
tably bring out its true character. Meanwhile, nearly 
the whole population Ixdng employed in agricultural 
X)ui‘8iiits, the proiluci* is considerable. But, uhserves 
our author, ‘ a question of great imi>ori:inee to the 
British sukI Nenv Ihiglaiul wheat-growers liere suggests 
itself — Will the largo export of w lieat from these now 
states continue to increase, or are there any reasons 
why it sliould hy and by iHjgin to d(?crcase ? So far 
i\s 1 have been able to cwllt'ot information bearing upon 
this question, I am decidedly of opinion that, though 
the quantity of wheat and flour exported from ihe.se 
north- western states may continue to increase for a 
certain limited number ol* years, it will hy and by 
l)egiu to diminish, and tvill tiiially, in a great measure, 
cease.’ • 

Considerable tracts of hind appear to be best adapted, 
in point of soil and climate, for Indian con an art icle, 
liowevcr, for wdiich tlipre is comiiaratively little foreign 
demand. On this .‘iccount it is eiui>loyed in feeding 
hogs ; and the hoy emp, tijerefore, (s an important i‘lc- 
ment in thcj^ calculations of the settler. Missouri, 
Tennessee, Ktentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, are 
the ijrincipal hog-pro<lucing states. 'I'here Jlie .sw ine 
‘are allowed to run in the woods, and feed oii the acorns, 
till five or six weeks before killing-time ; and are iht ii 
turned into the Indian corn-fields to fatten them, and 
harden their flesh.’ In 1840 there were killed in t))e 
above states, witU^ome other iflaccs, as many as 
1,087,802 [logs. A great trade has eorresi>ondingly 
spning up at Cincinnati in the salting and packing of 
X>ork, the manufacture of lard, lard-oil, stearine, and 
otlicr articles. In other port towns on the great rivers, 
ttie same kind of trade is attaining inqiortance. ’i'lte 
fiUDib^r of hogs in the whole United Btates is estimated 
at upwards of forty millir)nH. Lard-oil, rivalling tliat 
Th)i& the olive, is beginning to be exported in larger 
quantities to England, where it answers the puri^ose 
of the best lamp oils, at a considerably lower x>ricc‘. 
Few things are more surprising than the large export 
of grain, pork,* and olher afticles, from places which, 
twentji years ago or loss, hod no nafno on tlte map. 
For example, tliere is in tlie state of Wisconsin, on 
Lake MichigOib a place called Mttwaukie, wludi, 
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tliongli sfeartinfc into existence onlyi^fteeti years ago, 
now numbers 1 (;,()()() inhabitants, alia is the centre of 
a thriving neigl)bourln»>J. It is calculaW that the 
arrival of emigrants adds every year to the state in 
which tliey settle, capital to the extent of L.l, 000, 000, 
which is reckoning the produce of tlie labour of each 
at only L.5. lleferring to this fact, Mr Jolmstoii justly 
nunarks, that ‘it is Kurope, not America, that is the 
cause of the ray)i(l growth of the United States^Kuro- 
pean capital, hhiropeau’ hands, and Kuroftean, energry. 
If all the native-horn Ainerieans — not being tlit*i!Ori4 
or grandsons of Kurope'aiis — were to sit down afid fokAii 
tludr hands and go to sleep, the progress «f the Country 
would si-arcely he a whit less rupid so long as peace 
betw een America and Europe is maintained.’ It nijght 
Ik* added, tliat tlie loss in population and wealth to 
Great Eritain by the stream of emigration going past 
the colonies is only a natural consequence of a settlo- 
nient on lands being rendered more available in the 
State^i. It- is remarked, as a eircumstanee not a little 
curious, that whctlier tlie eiuigraut settlers in tlie new 
Avestern states^ be l-)^^ish, Irish, Scotch, or German, 
the aggrt'gate character sliortly assumes the Ameri- 
can type. Tins strange result is, it seems, owing to the 
busy interference of New Englanders, wlio, intruding 
tliemsclvcH on the new settlements, do the thinkimj, 
Avliile tlie foreign immigrants coniine themselves to the 
more humlde woi kiinj tlejiartments of the social economy, 

‘ The emigrants,’ observes Mr Jolmston, ‘ who*go out 
from 1‘iurope — the raw bricks for the now state build- 
ings -are generally jK>or, and for •the most part indif- 
ferently odueated. Ik ing strangers to the institutions 
of the country, jind to their mode of working, and, 
above al’ bi'iiig occupiod in establishing themselves, the 
rural seitb .‘s have little leisure or inelination to meddle 
with tlie diri‘(’t regulation of imhlic atlairs for some 
years after tliey have first begun to hew their farms out 
of the solitary wilderness. 'J’ho New' Englanders come 
in to do tills. The Avest is an outlet for tludr suiXTfluous 
lawyers, tlieir doc tors, llieir ministers of various i>er- 
.snjision.<, tlieir newspaper editons, tlieir bankers, their 
niereliants, and their pedlars.. All tlie protessious aud 
inlliientlal positions are filled up by them. They arc 
the niiivers in all the public measures that arc takeirin 
Die organisation of slate governments, and the estab- 
lislimeiu of county institutions ; and they occupy most 
of the legislativi*, executive, and ( ther official situations, 
by nu'niis of which the state atlairs arc aW first carried 
on, 'flius tin* w'cst iireseiits an inviting field to the 
aiiibilious^^ipirits of the cast ; and through their means 
tlie genius and institutions of tke Now England states 
are traiisplanted and ilifFuseil, and deU^rniine in a great 
measure those of tlie more Ave.sterly portions of the 
Union.’ No kind of luuidy occupation af^diich a penny 
can he turned comes luniss to IhvRe Ke’\ Englan.''er8. 
An aeiiuaintancc of the author, wdiohad business wliicli 
took him frequently into Georgia, related the following 
anecdote in illustration of this versatility of talent:— 

* When on his Avay to Boston, on one occasion, with a. 
friend, Avho hful also been with him in Georgia, they 
dined at a hotel, Avhere they saw opposite to them at 
table tw'o Now Englanders, whoiS they liod last seen 
peddling in Georgia. “ Well,*', says his friend to one of 
tliem, “ w’hen did you qiiiit your peddling u\ Georgia?” 
The (picstioned made no reply, but swallowing his 
dinner expeditiously, as a New Englander can, he Aveiit 
out of the room, and waiting for my friend and his 
eomiiunion, accosted them AviH», “ For any sake say 
nothing alwut the i>oddliiig. We have been up to 
Mainev wai’es wei-e ont^ #e took to the lec- 

turing. It’s not a bad trade j wo have made siateen* 
dollars a day since wo began. I take astronomy, and 
Ik* does the phrenology. Wodltave t>oen lecturing in 
Bangor, and we have profiiised to go back. We>had an 
invitation to go down to Buckiport) but we beard of 
sonm people thore who knew quite as mneh ak our- 


selves, so we declined. Now, you wont say iqiy thing 
about thp peddling!”* ' « 

To proceed with the observations of tho writer on 
the subject of his inquiries : he lookstnore hopefully on 
yie progress of CifUada in material prosperity than 
other touris^^httve been incliued to do. Arriving at 
Kingston, h^ttended a sliow of stock and agricultural 
iniplemonty got under the auspices of a local 
society ; itAvas not so extensive or SP crowded as one 
which he previously atfended at Syracuse, state of 
New York ; but. this was ‘more numerously attended 
1^ weyTdresi>?jd and well-behaved people, and ren- 
‘dered attractive by a greater quantity of excellent 
stock and impk^neiits Ilian he Had at all anticipated.’ 
A rejActition of *1110 nmiark here occurs respecting the 
method of cropping lands, which is rapidly deterio- 
rating the soil? I^ bnc iibice mentioned, ‘ wheat has 
.jjgien takiiii Irmn the land for fifty yeiars in succession.* 
^S^imsliing and precarious crops are the consequeneo. 
Eatterly, the (Top of wheat on these exhausted and ill- 
used lands lia.8 suffered from diseases incidental to 
plants of Avt*akly growth. Occasionally the crop en- 
tirely fails, and the fanner finds to his cost that nature 
is not to be outraged with impunity. Still, few thiuk 
of restoratives. A usual plan is to change the crop ; 
and p,otatot‘s, peas, and oats arc therefore coming more 
into use. Already liftwcir Canada, and some other old 
settled parts, are uniler tho necessity of importing 
wlieat ; and, 8ay.s Mr dohnston very emphatieally, ‘ the 
same consummation is iireiiaring for the more newly- 
settled parts, unless a change of system take place, 
i The new wlieat-exporting — so called — granary districts 
and states will by and by gradually lessen in number 
and extent, and probably lose altogether tho ability to 
export, unless wlicn unu.sual harvests oeiair. And if 
the population of Nortli America continue to advance 
at its present rapid rate — especially in the older state s 
of the Union — if large mining and manufacturing popu- 
lations spring up, the ability to export Avheat to Europe 
will lessen still more rapidly. Tins diniinution may he 
delayed for a time by the rapid settling of new Avesteni 
states, Avhicli from their virgin soils ^viU. draw easy 
retm*ns of gsain ; but every step westAvard adds to the 
cost of transporting produce to the Atlantic hordcr, 
while it brings it nearer to that far western California, 
which, as some predict, will in a few years afford an 
ami>le market for all tlie corn and cattle Avliieli the 
western states can send it.* JIc adds, ‘ in their relation 
to Englisli markets, tlienTore, and the prospects and 
profits of the British farmer, my iiersuasion is, that, 
year by year, our transatlantic cousins Afill become less 
aud less able— -except in extraordinary seasons — to 
send large supplies of wheat to our island ports ; and 
that, when the virgin fresliness shall hat^e been rubbed 
off their new lands, they will be unable, with their 
present knowledge and methods^ to send Avluiat to the 
British market so cheap as the more skilful fafijrfLw of 
Great Britain and Ireland can do. If any one less 
lamiliat with practical agriculture doubts that sucli 
must be the final effect of the exhausting system now 
folloAved on all the lands of Nortji America, 1 need only 
inform him tliat the celebrated Lotluan farmers, in the 
immediate neighbourhtiod of Edinburgh, who carry all 
their crops ^ff the kind — as the North American 
farmers now do — return, on an average, ten tons of 
wiiUTrot^ manure every ygar to every acre, while the 
Aai^can former returns noDiing. If tbc Edinburgh 
faiiner finds this quantity necessary to keep bis land in 
condition, tlfttof the American fanner must go out of 
condition, and produce inferior crops in a tlipe which 
will bear a relation to tho original riehnos^ of the soil, 
and to the weight of crop it has been ia the habit of 
producing. And when this ei^lwustion has come, a 
more costly system of generous busbiaidry must bo 
introduced, if yie crops are to be kept up ; aiwi in this 
more generous system my belief is that tho British 
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farmenfc’wta Sturely the agriciUtuwl 

interest will tha&k; t|ilB acute and ^tolligen^ author 
for the comfortiug reflections which in these few words 
are gratefully inspired. 

• f- 4*. 

GLASGOW IN THE LAST COSS^URY. 

THIRD autiole. ^ 

[Bbi^orb * allowing our veteran contributor to proceed 
with his reminiscences, we may include a little anoc* 
dote of tho celebrated Francis Hutcheson, who, it will 
he recollected, laid tho foundations of i^hat has he^n^ 
called the Scotch school of metaphysics, while professor 
of moral philosophy iK the Glasgow li^iversity. Hut- 
cheson, who, by the way, came from Ireland, was a man 
of commanding figure and energetic movements, and 
altogether of a different cast froAi^e Usual quiet and 
somewhat hum-drum materhils of a Scoicli professor of 
those days. It also appears that some of his doctrines 
were not less discrepant with those wliich had been 
accustomed' to nestle in such sheltered nooks of 
thought. There whs an examination of ‘'the divinity 
class one day, conducted by the little, tamo, old- 
fashioned professor of that faculty; Hutcheson swept 
back w'ards and forwards in his long gowm thnough the 
I hall ; and some other professors were in attendance, 
i A youth, liaving stated somcthiif^ that did not sound 
! quite accordant with old use qpd wont in tho ears of 
liis thcologicai instructor, was stopped and interro- 
gated. ‘ Sic docet Franciscus Ilutcliesonus’ (‘ So does 
Professor Hutcheson teach’), said the student. The 
Irish metaphysician immediately stopped, and ex- 
claimed in a powerful voice — * Sic doceo, et id defen- 
(leho* (‘Yes, that I teach, and that I will defend.’) 
The poor little professor shrunk under his eagle glance, 
saying, ‘ Weel, weel,* and yrent on in the exoiinnation 
without farther comment.] 

i Dr Maclcod, professor (ff church liistory — an original 
I in his way — had given up teaching Ins class when I 
I w^ent to college, his increasing infirmities having made 
it necessary for him to get on assistant. Ho w'as a 
little, old, crabbed-looking man, wearing a round wig 
and small cocked-liat — the very jdeture of ill-nature 
and peevishness, probably the result of had health. 
His assistant meeting liim one day in the college court, 
said—* I am glad to see you looking so well, sir.’ * No, 
sir ; you are not glad to see me l(K:)king wcU ! ’ was the 
cynical reply. The d(K*tor, an old 'Highlander, had 
the pec iiUnr intonation of the far north in reading or 
speaking. He was a great admirer of Sterne, and 
particularly of. Torick’s celebrated sermon on the text 
— * It is better to go to the house of mourning than to 
the house of feasting,’ beginning with, ‘That I deny,’ 
&c. Dr Macleod, in imitation of his model, preaching 
once from the text — ‘The fool hath said in his heart 
the re, is, no God!* commence/1— ‘ And a very groat. fool 
he ifroT' hut frOm the peculiar tone of voice and ap- 
pearance of , the speaker, the effect on the audience was 
anything hut sublime. 

Dr Macleod, before he received his. appointment as . 
pmfessor in Glasgow dCollege, had been an usher at 
Eton, where King George IH. got acquainted with him 
in his walks, and was much aliiused with liis singu- 
larities. When any one from Glasgow vas presented 
to the king, it is said that he always asked after ^ did’ 
Macleod.’ t * 

Dr Findlay, long jprofessot of divinity in the unirer- 
sity, who died at the a^ of ninety-sov^ nin^y- 
cight, and taught his tiU ■mfriin two years of his 
dgath, Was still on the field vriien I was at college, and 
had aU the jf>f a yigorous old age. lie wore 

Ahushy fiOke Dr Macleod : and, like 

him, ‘waSjdpWJro mmi in point of jtatur^ hut would 
haye^|W|gd%f himiiibulk. Well do I recollect the 
played on his feakires as lie came 
the court, and returned the salu- 


tatioiiairhich wer^ M him by the younger 

students, l^ke many men who have attained to great 
longevity, he was a very. early riser in the morning; 
and at a very advanced period of life has been heard 
to condpkin riiat old age was getting the better of him, 
as, instead of getting up at six o’clock in the winter 
mornings, he had fallen into the had habit of lying till 
seven. Ifr Findftiy was considered a very learned man ; 
but his printed works were calculated for the few, not 
the million.* Hence they sometimes experienced the 
(®ite* hf being sent ‘ in vicum vendmiem thus et odores* 
wofthy tobacconist in the High Street was com- 
plaining one* day pf a certain work of the doc;tor’s 
being a very had hook. * How ? ’ said liia friend ; ‘ I 
always thought Dr Findlay had been a wortliy, good 
man.* ‘ It’s the warst book I ken,’ said the sliopkec?i)cr ; 
‘it’s oure big for a penny worth o’ snuff— and it’s no big 
eneugh for three bawbees’ worth ! ’ 

Dr Keid was a little before my time, hut, ns plight 
have been expected of so celebrated a character, severed 
anecdotes respecting him still lingered in Alma, ddic 
readers of Professor Dugald I’ery interesting 

memoir of Reid will recollect that the latter had 
married a cousin of his own — ‘ Aherdeenawa* as well ns 
himself. This good lady had got up on a chair or tii))le 
one day in order to dust an engraving; but ns the 
attitude did not appear to the moralist to bo very 
becoming, he was expressing liis opinion to his spouse 
in terms more plain than pleasant. The lady lieard 
him for an instant; hut as the d(x;tor seemed to lie 
encroacliing on a p?ovinoe which did not belong to 
him, she interrupted him with, ‘ Fu’s the tneen llic day, 
doctor ? fu’s the rneen? ’ (‘How is the moon? ’) St(‘wart 
says that Dr Reid, at the age of fitly -five, attended 
tho lectures of Black with a juvenile curiosity and 
enthusiasm. The following anecdote will sliew that 
the principle of cpriosity was not quenched in tliis good 
man at a much later perioil of life. Wlien the thinoiis 
Dr Gaaham was in Glasgow, his lectures— wlii cl i, ns is 
well knovm, were far froYii decorous — wci'c* once or 
twice honoured by the attendance of Dr Ih'id. A 
friend expressing his surprise on meeting tho professor 
oi moral philosophy at such a place, the doedor, now a 
old man, goo<l-humouredly replied : ‘ Why it is 
only 8wdi as I that should he seen in such a i)la(X‘ !’ 

When Dr Parr visited Glasgow many years si nee, 
one of the first places that he requested he might l)e 
taken to was Dr lieid’s grave in the cathedral hurying- 
ground. A young student of divinity, who ae<^oni- 
panieti Dr Parr, stated, that when the grave ‘was shewn 
to him, he seemed be lost in thought for a lev 
minutes. At lajst he said, ‘ A great man, sir ! -a very 
great man I’ High praise from an Englidi diviiv'. 
Scotch metap aysics were never very popular at tlu* 
English uni vlirsi ties. 

When I commenced my academical curriculum, IIk’ 
most eminent man of the circle wliioh I have been 
describing was *Tohn Millar, the iirofcssorof law. liis 
lectures were attended by students from all quarters, 
and I never heard any of them speak of him but in 
terms of unqualified lylmiration. 

Mr Millar, like the other professors, was accustomed 
to havo a certain number of boarders in liis house, 
several of them men of high rahk, who were afterwards 
to make a figure in life. Among other pupils at tliis 
tihie were the late Lord Melbourne, and his brother 
the Honourable Mr Lamb. With these young men 
Mr Millar’s deportment was exceedingly engaging. He 
was licctistomea, conversation with them, to start a 
^variety of topics, literary or otherwise, for the phrposo 
of eliciting their sentiments ; and he then, in n simple 
and familiar manner, stated hl» own opinions, whicli, 
proceediivg frofix ft min^like his, richly stored with the 
treasuAs of antiquity, as woU as thoroughly versant 
^th CQhtemwrkiy histoiy, must have Wn deeply 
hiteresting. Mir Millar, it is well knotrn, was a steady 
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Whig; and at a time when party spirit ran very higji | 
ill Glasgow, this was sufficient to exclude him fi^om the 
general society of thc^ city, the bias of which was 
tlccidcdly Tory. Wlien he did mix in convivial partios, 
liis affable, pleasant manners, and flow/ of anecdote, 
made lym a favourite for the momerit. with many who 
were ready to do battle with him for his politie|. 

Mr Millar had a strong, athletic fracne of body; and 
it was said that he did not disdain to take lessons in 
sparrinxj from Mendoza,* then the groat nYister of jfclie 
‘noble science of self-defence/ Mendoza wJs ikjjro'r 
u'<)^ of Douglas, Duke of Hamilton ; and it must 
riK’ollcctcd that the science was then iafiniUiy more ' 
cidtivated by the higher ranks of society than these 
di^gcneratc days. Mr Millar had a natural flow of wit, 
and sometimes condescended to make use of a pun. A 
late professor told me, that at the Literary Society one 
evening a learned Hebrew scholar delivered some ob-, 
servations on the book of Job, which, contrary to th^- 
approved method, he pronounced as if the letter o were 
short. Wlien the reader commenced, Millar, tui’ning to 
liis n(.‘ighbouiT said, hwid enough to be heard, ‘I knew 
lie would make &job of it’ 

ISlr liichardson, professor of humanity, was al diffe- 
ront from Mr Millar in his exterior appearance ns he 
w as in Ids politics. He was originally intended for the 
rhurfh, but the situation of tutor to Lord Cathcart’s 
two sons having been oflered to. him, he accepted this 
cmploiTiicnt ; and when his lordship was apipointed 
ninljnssador to Ilussia, Mr Richardson accompanied him 
to St Petersburg, where he remiipied four years. At 
this period ho acted as Lord Cathciirt’s secretary, and 
I lK‘re, most likely, he acquired that finished polish of 
I maniur for wliich he was n^markable. 

! As a to icl.-er of youth, Mr Richardson has been seldom 
I excelled. Although of course many of his pupils were 

I j farther advanced, the greater proportion of his first 

, 3 (.‘Sir’s students were boys from the grammar school, of 
I twelve or thirteen years of age; and Mr Richsirdson 
! ondest voured to instil a lovu of literature at this critical 
I periofl of life, by making the Itssons as easy and at- 
1 ; tractive ns possible. He gen^irally commenced with a 
j| book of Cii‘sar’8 Comnicmtaries ; and he contrived to 
! ; pre-engago tli(* aftl^ctions of his young hearers for the 
! I simple* Init beautiful narration of tlic nmowned writer, 

, I hy :< brief Imt lucid account of the contents of the dif- 
! I feront hooks into which tlie Averk is divided. He then 

I I bv dcgri'cs introduced his class to an acquaintance with 
! ' t!ic more ditlicult classics ; constantly testing the pro- 
|| gress it was making by frequent examinations. He 
i i delighted to bring iorward molest talent by suitable 
j cncoiiragOTiicnt ; and as his praifle was given judi- 

ciouslv, it was duly aiiprccaatcd by his scholars. The 
I ‘ obi side,’ or boys of the second yeaA had tasks of 
j grcaicr magnitude prescribed to them ; «md it was for 
^ tlicir use chiefly that the professor hwd liis private 
! class, in Avhich he lectured on Roman antiquities, and 
j on tli(? laws of fine writing, exemplified from classical 
1 nnthors. 

I Mr Richardson, at this period, was very methodical 
ill the arrangement of his dress, as well as in Ids otlier 
bnbits. In the morning hours Jll was in dishabille — 
even the white neckcloth being exchanged for the cosy 
hjindk('r(!hief. At elexen o’clock, a change appeared 
for the bettor; and it was evident that the learned pro- 
fessor had been under the hands of the tonsor, who hud 
improved his outward man cxmsiderably. The wig, how- 
ever, if excluinged, was still uppowderpd. But at two 
o’clock — the private hour — the professor appeal in 
full gala, with powdered wig, lace^ruffies, often silk 
stockings ; in short, all the ap^aronoe of a fine gdntl^ 
man of about the middle of the eighteenth century, pro- 
bably the dress that ho had bieh accustomed to in his 
youth. I must not omi! that at ^s hour a diamond 
ring was always carefhlly dijitda^^ diusaffi^^ eyes 
of the admiring students. You hltiit tliat all 


tins was fifty years since. Mr Bidiardson*/ company 
was always exceedingly acceptable to the iperc^hts of 
GlasgowY and, being a bocdielor, he was a frequent 
diner-out. He was a little of a hm vivant^ and suf- 
^red the usu^ pe^lty of good-living by a periodical 
access of goui Dining one day at a party, when the 
turtle-soup ms superhe^ the professor got his plate re- 
plenished more than once, always exclaiming: ‘There 
is gout in/every spoonful, but I can’t resist it— -I can’t 
resist itl* In the performance of lus collegiate duties, 
Mr Richardson was most assiduous; and when many of 
his cbl^agucwgavc Up their classes on the Ist of May, 

' He was always at his post till the 1,0th of June. Tms 
devotedness on his part was tbji more meritorious, as 
he had a pleasant country seat, neal* the AVater of 
Endrick, in Dumbartonshire, to which he was much 
attached, and whejje ilie always spent the summer rc- 
Gout, Ins om enemy, proved too powerful at Inst 

this liiglily-amiable and gentleman-like person ; and 
I ltoent to say that hff died in great agony from on 
attack of that complaint in the stomach. Foxglove 
had been rciommencled to him, and this powerful medi- 
cine was, after his decease, found in his desk; which 
added to the regret of his friends that it had not been 
adminis^red. 

Mr Young, the professor of Greek, succeeded Dr 
Moor, and by liis aliitics maintninecl the high position 
whicli this class had acquired. By his contemporaries, 
]Mr Young was considered to he a man of original 
genius, an excellent classicjil scholar, an acute critic, 
a connoisseur in music, and perhaps in the fine arts 
generally. The ingenuity and eloquenix? witli whicli 
ho expounded a favourite author captivated the atten- 
tion of those of his hearers who were designed for the 
learned professions ; and even by many of his scholars 
who never opened the page of a Greek classic in after- 
life, the admirably quaint humour with which the pro- 
fessor translated an ode of Anacreon, or a dialogue of 
Lucian, or a scene of Aristophanes, was long remem- 
bered. With such qualifications, his friends sometimes 
regretted that he did not give to the world some fruits 
of his favourite studies. The high renown of Torson, 
Pfirr, and Burney, at that period probably prevented 
him from entering the lists against them in the field. s 
of Greek literature; and as his annual income arising 
from the number of students attached to Ids class, as 
well as from private boarders, was constantly iiK^reasiiig, 
he may judiciously have preferred ‘solid pudding’ to 
* empty praise.' In 1783, Mr Young published anony- 
mously his ‘ Criticism on Gray's Elegy in a Country 
Cliurchyard ; ' meant as a burlesque qf Dr Jolmson’s 
harsh, and, as they were generally considered, unjust 
strictures, on that excellent poet. Tliis little work is 
t(X) lengthy for a mere jeu esprit; and although the 
reader is reminded of the occasionally inflated pecu- 
liarities of Dr Johnson’s stylo, the mind soon becomes 
fatigued with the endeavour, real or^iretenddQ/^f the 
writer, to discover flaws in one of the finest poems in 
the English language. 

Mr Young a great admirer of histrionic talent. 
When Edmund Kean first niadqhis appearance on the 
Glasgow boardj no one seemed more deliglited than 
our professor wuh wbat it was then the fashion to call 
the ‘ new readings of Shakapeare,* by that clever but 
eccentric actor. On these occasions Mr Young’s Rttle 
punchy figure, perched in the stage-box, woiUd have 
fonfied a subject worthy the pencil of a Hogarth. I 
tlgnk Ijsee him applying an opera -glass to his eye 
with on® hflhd, while with the other he ke^ vehemently 
thumping the wooden partition of the box, as any bril- 
liant trait in the performance eUcitod his adiniration— 
joining lustily at the same time the choow of bravos 
which resounded from all parts of the Mr Young 

entertained a high opinion of the Rev: Dr Chalmers. 
A person who^was present lhat in tlie ihculty 

room, s6me of his c^Heagdes ol^t^ to the pecuHar 
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Rtyto of iJir Chalmers, Mr Young said : * That may bo 
all verj^ trjie; ^nUernon ; but I know that I am a 
miserable) smher, and it is a stylo wliich speitks to my 
conscience,V , ; 

Mr Jardinei professor of logic, one of the mosj 
useful teachers of youtli iu iny time. Before his 
incumbency* it had been the establish^^ practice of 
tlie ptbibasor of logic to read Latin IcctiLrCs 6n the 
Aristotelian logio with little advantage those of 
the students wlio were to be afterwards engaged in 
the active pursuits of life. The sagacity of Mr Jardine 
saw this defect, and how it could be nemesdi^ji.' As 
has boon correctly stated in a biographical wort— ‘After < 
a simple analysis of tVe powers of tl^ip uuderstanding, 
he devoted by far the greater part of the course to the 
original progress of language ; tlu* principles of general 
grammar ; the elements of taste criticism; and to 
the rules of composition, with a view promotion 

of a correct style, illustrated by examples.* The' plan 
which he .adopted of making the students give a written 
account of the lectures, and of occasionally Imnding 
tlicse essays to be corrected by each otliar, under his 
own superintendence, had an admirable effect. It 
awakeneil geuiii!?, and stimulated mediocrity. A few 
critics and future reviewers Mere probably hjrraed by 
this process ; hut, M’hiit was of infinitely more conse- 
<luonce, the youtli >vho V'crc afterguards to be engaged 
in trade or commerce were tiiught to think for them- 
selves, and to express tlieir thouglrts, both in si»eaking 
and writing, in clear, intelligible language. 

In politics, Mr Jardine was & Tory ; but this did not 
prevent his being on the best terms with his colleagues, 
Mr Millar and Mr Young, who were equally attached 
to the opjwsite side. Mr Jardhie’s appearance w'as 
more like that of a bluff, healthy country gen tlennm, 
tlian the professor of a college ; and his frank, oixm 
manners corresponded Mith his exterior. Ills time m'jis 
toi) mucli occupied in the winter mouths to allow his 
going mucli into company; but M'heu there, he M^as social 
and pl(‘asant, and fond of a well-timed joke. He used to 
tell witli great glee, that, M'hen in Krance, he had liecn 
commissioneil to procure a Trench cook for a Scutch 
nobleman. On his retui’n, he lud hapiiened to meet 
his old acquaintance, Jaques, and asked hiin hoM' he 
liked his new situation. ‘ Ah — uli,* said Jaques, witli 
the peculiar shrug and grimace of his country— ‘toujours | 

harley-hrvt I* I 


GOLDEN ISLAND. 

Most of the islands whicli tr.avt?llers meet wdtli cleaving 
tlic sti-ong current of the Nile, and dividing it into two 
majestic branches, are formed one year, to be eaten 
away ana disapjiear the next. Tiie rapidity M’itli which 
they rise and liecomo covered witli a low vegetation, is 
only mar ycH^us than the rapidity with which they 

dissoTve. Tfiey generally have a sand-bank for basis, 
ami this is the true reason of their uncertain tenure 
of existence. Sometimes tlie Nile cliajjges its course, 
almost abandons oi^e of the branches into wliich it luis 
divided, and allows the island time tq establish itself 
slowly for years. It then capriciously returns, gnaws 
underneath the already lofty laiiiks, wasjfes violently 
over the surfiice, and in n fbw seasons’ the newly* 
created fields are * Carried avviy, and turbid eddies aJone 
remain. ■ ‘ ^ 

In some few instances, however; froin ckcu^i'istanccs 
M'hich it 


isljEmdft 



|l)e diiHciilt to explain, tbt»se alluvial 
i^&ient strength and solidity to profit 
al iudndation, instead of beii;^ destroyed, 
crease rapidly in sixe and elevation ; and, 
Out the assistance of husbJiJidry, yield a 
Support to the colony which dbos hot &il to 


migri^te to them. Gezirct-ed-Daluib, or Gobkn Island, 
situated opposite Jltfeh, on the llosetta branch, is one 
of the most remarkable examplf s. 

We quittal Shtbrakit, some miles higher up, on a 
.bright December morning. Tlicrc had bet*n a ivurm 
discussion as to whether or not we should return by 
the caifal to Alexandria. The crew, wIk) could not 
understand what pleasure we took in wandering about 
apparently without an object— ^tacking from one l)ank 
to aiiV)ther, coming to an anchor in phices vdiere tlicre 
^ere neither ciiriosities nor coffeehouses, taking strolls 
over tlid stubble-covered fields, sitting for hours under 
a thin /canopy of acacia-trees, gun in hand, looking 
at half-a-dozen crows making mysterious evolutions 
around n neighbouring grove, and never thinking of 
taking a shot. This kind of life perplexed tlie crew 
exceedingly, and they voted unanimously in favour of 
mturning. to the dusty purlieus of Miniet-el-BassMl, or 
the Tort of Onions. 

We objected — for the idle lifa^f tlie*:.Nile boat h.'ul 
charmeii us — and vdien wc got into the glittering Foiudi 
Reaclf, ordered the steersman to take the right bnincli, 
and put Golden Island between us and ihc steamer 
funnels, the cluster of masts and yards, and tlie mud 
storehouses of Atfeh. In a few ininuteH, driven down 
by the current, and aided liy a liglit wind llial (fame 
along ie puff’s, and noM' filled our huge sail, and let it flap 
lazily over head, m o were once more out of siglit of all 
habitations, with nothing but blue waters, lilue aii\ and 
almost blue vegetation around. Dcs]>ite the time of 
year, it >vas a tremendously liot da 3 % and all objeeis 
seemed to tremble dizzily in the .sunsliine. Noav and 
tlieii, as it were, a shower of jiigeons was sliaken down 
from their cool look-outs in tlu‘ iialm-trees upon the 
torrid surface of the stream. 'I'liey fell like shining 
ffiikes of silver, as if about to melt in the ivatia’s ; hut 
suddenly tlieir wings flapped vigorously, there was a 
moment of hurry-scurry, gnd then the wlioU* flight 
swoopifd away in an jjaicending semi -curve*, and went 
fiuttcring into a date -grove on the opi>o.'ite hank. 
Some warm-hacked, bright aijuatic birds, with their 
sharp beaks, from time to time seratclK*d the Imrnished 
mirror along which m^c w’ere sliding, or dashed up a 
vapour of glass-dust with their pinions, A\' bite ibises 
settled down in majestic flights towards the fields wliieh 
ivo could not see; and lliut aerial pirali*, tlie liawk, 
cruised about’ far uj) in tJie sparkling air, i*r lay- to 
overhead in sight of a prize. Upon a dista^it diki-, 1 
remeinher, w^e could distinguish two oi- tliri'c* canuls 
moving slowly along, 'amidst a cloud of liot-looking 
dust ; and os we left the Delta himk, two or three huge 
hrcatiiless huffi^loes came and dro]»ped theiii.s».lves wiili 


a lazy splash ijilo the stream. 
We ran imKlonffside GoldiM 


Wc ran iip^dongside Golden Island, and made fast a 
rope to a trtfc; for w'e had dcttu’nihmd to lunch asliore. 
In a few minutes tlie indiisfrious Ahmed, by us duly 
assisted, Iwd siiread the clotli beneath the twinkling 
leaves of some ncaicias, that afforded a kind of mitigsiteil 
shade ; and w^e were det*p in the mysteries of’ cold beef, 
ham, and l>ottled jiorter. When we luul lounged a 
befitting time, in order to give our powers of digestion 
fair play, vre proceeded to explore the island. 

Its size is considerable ; but I kno^ not how many 
ad^s or how many groves it contains. Towards tlu* 
nOTthcrn extromity, the trees liecame more tliickly 
plan tod, and the cultivation more regular. We fol- 
iowoij a kind df footpd\U along the liauk— no floubt 
made by the triuiking crew s of boats— and at ifiigtli 
^am^in sight of a white sheikh's tomb, with a small 
dome, and an enclosure. As we approached, an old 
man, who had been sle^iing under a blanket, start c'd 
ttp so Ughtly ana actively, that his Bedouin origHn 
: wouhl nave been at mice apparent, even if tlu^ motion 
of 1^8 hand towai^$ the place where th^ dagger usually 
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hangs ha(l*not revealed the fact. lit smiled tP notice at the door of Ids tent, near tlic confines of thar culti- 
fhat we observed this circumstance ; and salgdown again vated land of Egypt, reflecting on tlie fall ^f his' for- 
quietly, after saluting ^s. We returned his salute tunes, and on .the half- servitude in which he lived, 
cheerfully, and took up our position close at hand, wdth when a stranger came up and asked him for hospitality, 
a palm-trunk for a sofa-biuik. . This was a fair begin- 'Mie request was of course complied with ; but was 
ning bf an acquaintance; and our offer of a piiie con- aceompanied^s is often tlie case in these degenerate 
eluded tbe'bii8ine.ss. • * times, with letter reflections about 'diminished means, 

‘I drink tobacco,’ said tbc old gentleman, handing desires limiyd by power, and so forth, which arc merely 
back tlic tube after two , or tlirce wliiffs ; ‘but smelling bints that ‘'tome kind of payment Awuld not be dis- 
tubntaro is better.’ • # ^ agreeable. The stranger explained that he was a poor 

This was equivalent to saying, ‘Have you any snuff? pilgrim; and as’ both professed poverty, the conversa- 
Wc regretted not being able to gratify him. jfc said' ,tipn nahirally turned upon riches. A variety of stories, 
it was no matter, for tliat smoking and ‘snuffing were in which gold and jewels played a great Tiart, ivcre 
no longer habits with liim. Wlien he was young, he related. Amonj^ other things, tne pilgrim said that, 
list'd to empty a box n day (a second Napoleon), but according to tradition, in the time’ of tlie early caliphs, 
those times were past. (It was difficult to say which Berimbal was a great city, liaving a governor invested 
hi? rcgretttnl most — his youth or his snuff.) Every- ^jtli mighty privilc^l, and eiyoying the especial favour 
thing was very mucli changed now ; he heard talk ma.ster. •rhis governor, mimed Ali the Splendid, 

only things and now men. lie could not under- "tlj^tinguished himself by his exactions, although not^by 
stand what it meant; feared very much that all was his cruelties, unless he was violently opposed. Among 
wrong ; but, after all, Allah w’as great, and Effcndina other means ^of amassing Avealtli, he levied a fixed con- 

(our lord — the* pasha, fiamely) was . Here came tribution on every boat that passed down oft its way to 

nil indescribable gesture, by which tbc Arabs cj^ress liosetta wdth produce of the country, or returned with 
miglit and power. Tlie excellent Conservative Bedouin foreign merchandise. The abuse was tolerated, because 
sremed disposed to accept established facts. Ali the Sfilendid always accompanied the taxes ho sent 

We a.sked him how he cAme there, where bo eamo to the public tn^asury with presi'iits.to the great men 
from, and what he did. Tbc impertinence of these of Cairo, and even tc^ho caliph himself. In this way 
quesiions was not at all apparent to him. He rejilied lie became iinmensely rich, and was supposed to enjoy 
with random good faith (quietl}’’ retaining one of our perfect felicity. But in heart he was unhappy, because, 
jiip the first time wo offered it, Avhen he found that although he had wives and slaves, Heaven hiwi not 
l!h move for snull* had been 'dis(tniccrted), and wc at blessed him with any offspring. He used often to look 
Iciigili acquired a toUTahle idea of his history. As his forth between the gorgeous curtains of his palace win- 
tongue got untied, indeed, the garrulity of it became dows, and behold the women going down to the river- 
excessiAo; and liow tliis happened is worth mentioning, side with their laughing children on their shoulders, 

^My friend L , who professed to be subject to cramp and his eyes avouUI fill Avith tears, and lie would groan, 

in the stomach, always Avent about Avith Avhat he called ! and turn aAvay in sorrow and despair. Of what use to 
a wonkri/ 0 ' “ pect calls it a crnLc, I iKdievc) full of ; him A^'as his Avealth in silver and in gold, in jewels and 
riitlu'r strong hrandy-aiul-watcr, and our interlocutor’s | in precious stones, if he had not a son to cling to Ins 
eyes Avero directed toward.s it very often. At length i knees, or play with his slippers ? At length an adviser 

he asked casually if it waif niedioinc. 1/ replieil i told him to consult a magician ; and the magician, after 

tliat it was :i drauglit calculaU'd Ho raise the dead; to having made his calculations, told him that he must 


to the public tn^asury with presi'iits.to the great men 
of Cairo, and even tc^ho caliph himself. In this way 


Avliich the llcdouin responded ilia t he was A'cry ill. 


divorce one of his wives, and substitute in her place, 


’You (1<» l<K)k deuced jjale,’ quoth L -, viithout by force or Cunning, the wdfe of a cobbler iihukhIMus- 


ofli ririg hi.s holfli- 


tafa. AU the Splendid believed ; and he called Mustafa 


• exelMimod the old fellow, quite surprised at before him, and coaxed lum to diAWce liis wife Eatiimah. 


tins (‘oiilirmation of his assertion. 

‘Ami I woiiM rcconmiend } ou to ho bled, 
lierc is a hnLifn.' • 


But the cobbler replkxl that he loved his wife, and avouIcI 
IMyfricml not xiart Avith her. So Ali caused him secret I,v to he 
slain, and took the woman into liis Imrem. 'Ylu; magi- 


‘ I/ig me try tlie medicine first,’ .said the patient, ci.in'had prophesied coiTectly. A son A^’as horn ; and 
wlevse IniiM liarl been diucliiiig toAvards the uiilahelled Ali, forgetting tlie crime that he had committed, was 
])!iiiil for some time, and Avho edged nimbly along happy for many years. But it is decw*ed that those 

tlie ground, jiatted L coaxingly on the back, and, avIio do cA'il deeds shall in the end suffer; for Avhen 

aficr liaving glanced around to ascertain that none hut ^lurad gre^v up to he a youth, lie caused hi.s father 
ill lido! eyes i>clicld the deed, look a diVught that no more trouble and sorrow by his disohcHlieiice and his 
pres(‘ri])tion Avould have authoristHl. ‘B'^ono; t..yih; vicious character than he liad caused him joy in the 
ver good : az-im!’ exchiyncd he, shewing the skill early time* of liis cluldhood. The old man became 
ill fureign languages which he had at^quired during his x>^‘vish and irritable ; and in order to^licc'frpy luff time 
visits to Atfeii. The cfVeet A^-as magical; and some of and attention, increased his exactions upon the people, 
tlic old giMitlciiian’s confidential coimiiuiiications became ami liceame gimerally liatetl as a tyrant. 


veil too intimate. 

Saleh Ihn Gaoud, or Saleh Sc^ of tlic Camel, avr 


Miirad delighted in crossing him, and bringing him 
hito trouble. It hajuicned one iay that a large Daha- 


formerly a slu'ikh of the tribe of Waled Ali. Acconl- bieh, mugnificenyy decorated, Avas seen coming down 
ing to his own representation, he enjoyed eousiderahlc the Nile, and passed, iX'itliout paying any attention to 
influence at one time Among his i>cople, having been the officers tlpit hailed it to come ahmg ashore and pay 
indeed of .sufficient im])ortaiice to have Iwen seUkded the trilmte. So several boats, filled with soldiers com- 
by the p.asha ns one of the hostages taken from tifc mnndetl by Murad, Avent fo^th and surrounded It with 
turbulent tril-Ki to which he belonged, when, in 1820, its cries iind menaces. The crew ordered them off, saying 
heariquarters Avere removed frcwi Mudar to live neigh- that the Moungest daughter of the caliph was on hoaxd, 
lx)urho(xl of Dninanhour. Wc do iiot^epcat the h/iier- and, that dire ATii^ance Avould be inflicted on those 
boUcak accounts he gave of lus exploits in the Bedouin Avho interrupted lihr progress. But Mdrad jlaughcd, 
Avars: how, for example, his skill as a shot yrA$ so- and said that he had heard that Nefeesart^ youngest 
groat, that at oOO paces, Avhcii on a horse going at full daughter of the pasha, was dead, and that he was not 
speed, lu* could ‘ break th^ hen#,’ as bs expressed it, of to he deceived. So he went oujioa^ beat the croAv 
anotlier cavalier moAdng in an oiipoaitc dircctioii But and the eunuchs, and fmcecl his way into the cabin, 
a (uirious traxlitiou wdth res^HJct to Golden Islapd into- where tlm girt wiis reclining with her slaves, ^d 
rested us much. • He said that ho was one day sitting became enamonred o^ her at onfeo, and determined 'tp 



p6mH, heti BO lie ordered the drew to he Blaizi to a 
niaii, eahk^e l^^ and carried away Nefi^esaand her 
wotoeh to a (^tiht^-houBe whic^ his father had given 
him fbr The aoldiep, whose adbction he 

Jiad gained by loesses and indulgence, and who knew* 
the dreadfidV|ioiiishmont that would he inflicted on 
them if they s^ of what had happe^d, kept the 
aecr^ ; and it was some weeks before it^gan to be 
aal^ in the cities and bazars of Egypt-J ‘What has 
become of the daughter of the caliph?’ Orders were 
sent to all the governors of the provinces to make in- 
quiries ; and torture and death were inomiseA to thQ' 
guilty, wlulst hopes of magnificent rewards were held 
out to those who should ^ve infonfiation ; hut for a 
long time nothing was learned of the truth. 

Murad passed the whole of his time shut up in his 
country-lwuse, and never appeaiC*d?befdre his father in 
the divan. AU the Splendid became at length uneasy, 
awl sent to request him to come; hut he was dis- 
olieyed. He then despatched a positive order ; but was 
again disobeyed. Upon this he called bjforo him tlie 
Tuagician, and in the ongfuish of liis heart asked him to 
read the truth in his numbers, and to tell why Ids son 
neglected him. The magician smiled with a wicked 
expression, wont through the pmscribed fonrf, and then 
said, * Miirad is now with tiic Princess Nefeesa in Ids 
pavilion.* Upon this Ali the S^endid fell down upon 
his face, and exclaimed, * Wo is me, I am ’ on imtbrtu- 
imte and a riuned man!* He then rose, called his 
guards, and hastened forth to the pavilion. But when 
he arrived, he found his son lying upon a couch, with 
the princess by his side — both dead — and the women 
weeping around; and he was told that the two had 
loved each other in spite of the cruelty and violence of 
hluratl, and that a messenger hod arrived, saying,' * Ali 
the Splendid has heard the truth, and is coming in 
auger;’ and that they had taken poison, and had 
died. Never did poor man feel the despair that this 
rich man felt when he heard this nows. Ho tore liis 
beard, rent bis garments, rolled in the dust ; and 
then, clinging to Ids position and his vile gold — now 
that all his b(;tter hopes w'ero |)ro8trated — ^hastened 
back to his palace, collected all iiis wcaltJi, filled nume- 
rous large chests, and set out for Cairo, iu (uder to 
avert the vengeance of the caliph by bribes ami pre- 
sents. But there was a line written iu the hook of 
fate. Before he reached Fouali, a gust of wind upset 
hiH boiU ill the middle of the Nile, and lie was drowned 
with all his people and all his riclies. A bank of mud 
soon formed over the spot, and thou an island, which 
was called, in -memory of tliis story, Geziret-ed-Dalial), 
or Golden Island. 

* And how comes it that you arc settled here ? * in- 
quired we of the Bedouin, after offering him another 
strengthening draught— not the second, nor the third. 

, IBs gyest twinkled, and his voice trembled as he re- 
pU?dE5^*Th^ pflifrim told me .that there was a story- 
current amongst tile learned about times past, that 
after the lapse of three hundred years, these trunks of 
gold would be uncovered by the ifidhgh of a husband- 
man. when I fouad that miseiy pressed still more 
upon me, I took all that I had, ^ and became a fellali of 
the land of Egypt? and reach&l tMs place, and was 
named inspector of the island for the siraskir ; and the 
day of good fortune may at length arrive.* 

A few minutes afterwards the old gentleman dijippod 
off asleep, and we left him to eoutinue our voyage to 
Bosetta. On returumg, wd oapled him drivingl^ doiAey 
along the tracking^path, and endeavourea to renew the 
aeq!iainta|Me ; but When we talked of the money of the , 

uneasy and per- 

plei;(|$^ not to understand. 

is opinion,’ quoth L~> * that the old villain 
; v tlie whole of that stoi^ ftom my monkey. 

have supposed you to bo a shdfr (stbiy-teUer)^ 
t ^ pai^iur his medicine/ 


‘Pebbly,’ repUed l; ‘but it may be that*he regrets 
his communicativeness, and seeing us here agaiii; 
imagines thft we too are on the look-out for the riches 
of Golden Island?’ 

SMaKINESS OF MANUFACTURING -TOWNS. 

NoTWiTHBTA^WDtNO all the legislation of late years 
against the smoke of factories, we ohtervo from time 
to tjme that prosecutions ore still necessary at Man- 
cHcster, Glasgow, and other cities of industry, in order 
^to enic^rce the proper regulations. Magistrates in such 
towns must* in general feeL a disposition to press as 
lightly on the conveniency of manufacturers as the 
letter of the law will admit of, and many doubtless are 
under an impression that manufacturers have not the 
matter entirely in their power. We suspect that the 
leniency is to a great extent misdirected ; for expe- 
rience and close observation have convinced us that, in 
ordinary circumslimces, the smoke of h factory furruice 
may be reduced to an amount scarcely appreciable. 

The cause of voluminous smoke from a large furnacti . 
is tli2 abruptness of the deiiosition of fresh fuel. A 
furnace-man knows well that, by a judicious mode of 
shovelling in his coal, he can lessen the amount of 
smoke considerably. Much more can it ho lo.ssoncd 
when the fumticc is fini slowly hy an ai»propriato 
mechqnism. It cannot be too strongly irniiresst^d on 
magistrates that there is a mechanisin by which tlio 
requisite fuel can ho applied at precisely the rate in 
which it is required,' and so as to cause the smoko to 
be consumed in the furnace, leaving at the ulmost 
some impalpable fumes to iiass off by the chimney. 
Thcrii is the less need to bo scrupulous in tuiting upon 
this fact, that, hy such a mode of feeding furnaces, a 
very considerable saving of coal is effected. 

At tlie hazard of offending by repetition, wc shall 
relate wdiat is done at our own furnace lor the con- 
sumption of- smoke. Tlie engine, be it undcrstocHl, h 
one of ten-horse power, employed to drive ten jiriiu- 
ing machines. The 4moke-consiiming appa tatiis under 
Jukes’s patent was applied to the furnace iu 1848, at 
an expense of L.lOft. It consists essentially of a set 
of chain bars revolving on blocks, and carrying in th(' 
coal wdtii a slow, regulated motion, under the clu'ck of 
a hopx>er placed at the furnace-mouth. l*o\j er for tlic 
movement is obtained from the engine. The effeet is, 
that a frontier of fresh coal is ahvays passing onward 
into the glow of the fire, producing only the smallest 
quantity of smoko possible in the circumrfances, and 
this smoko is completely burnt before it can jjass 
along the length of the furnace. At putting on tlie 
fires, and in reviving them after meal hours, smol.o 
is produced m greater quantity, and I'orins a volume 
in the chin^cy for a few minutes; hut this pas.scs 
away, and tlie chimney in general emits nothing but a 
quantity of waste steam. Of the numerous domestic 
^imneys by wdiicli ours is surrounded, there is not 
one which does not act more as a nuisance to its 
neighbourhood than our ten-horse power engine line. 

During the twelvosnonth previous to tlie njiplicalion 
of the apparatus, the quantity of coal consumed was 
284 tons. During the ensubig year and a half it has 
been 895 tons, although there Wsonc more machine in 
^eration during that time, and a much greater amount 
flr work at over-hours. The quantity of work in tlio 
jrcar ending Sep. 2, 1849, may be expressed by the sum 
of jiaper us^,' which vms 7,200,000 sheets; that of the 
year and a half ninding March 2, 1851, was 12,720,000 
[sheets, a ratio of aliout 13 to ll. Had th6 same 
qtufi&tity of coal for bach thousand sheets been used 
during the i^econd period, the total quantity required 
would have beell at tne rale of about 840 tons iK^r 
annurif. It appears tliat there would thus have been 
relative saving of 78 tons of coaj annum. Wo 
mb sensible, hoM^ver, that tbo quantity of work may 
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have exexised no influence in the fase, and thei^fore 
would ask attention to no more than tl^ positive or 
absolute saving, whlchijnay be reckonea at not less 
than 80 tons per annum — an amount much more than 
commensurate to the outlay for the mechanism. Thero 
is also a saving of labour to the extent of about half a 
man — the engine-man being so much relieved from 
attendance at the fumtice, that ho is Enabled to attend 
to a number of other duties. On the oth^ hand, the 
brickwork of the furnace reiiuires someiivhat ^iore fre- 
quent repair — a proof, however, merely of the suj^erior 
efficiency of the fire under the new system. The* outlaid 
on this account cannot materially afl'otl; the* money 
part of the question. 

As far as a furnace under such circumstances is a 
criterion, we certainly can now entertain no doubt tliat 
factory smoko is a remediable evil. There may be 
instances where sudden accesses of strength are occJttj 
sronally required— as where a steamer is to be put to • 
unusual speed ; but bating such, we can see no diffi- 
culty in applying .Tukos’s, or some other equivalent 
plan (if thcrcf*he suclf), and thus at once effecting a 
saving to the usor^^and relieving the public fiom a 
nuisance. We may add that, the party to whom 
a] )])li cation should be made for a licence to use Jukes’s 
jiat^ nt, is M(‘Ssrs Surmon & Go., Canal Bridge, New 
North l\oad, I^ondon. Tliis company also supxdies the 
apparatus, aud superintends its erection. 

forty yem of age has ever been influefleed similar 
ones. , • 

Our gallant friends arrived in time to take ah active 
and brilliant, * but to them most flital, part in the 
frowning engagemehts which resulted in hurling Napo- 
leon from his Ahrone and political existence. 

It was in^e month of March 1816 that the intelli- 
gence reackod Edinburgh that the remainder of that 
onco noblf regiment, the 42d, were •to pass the night 
at Musselburgh (six miles distant), and were next day 
to enter the city. The news spread rapidly, and next 
^ipornlng eveflr schoolboy was aware of the fact. I 
was then attending a classical academy in the New 
Town ; and as assembled in *lhe neighbourhood of 

the school* on that eventful morning, we congregated 
into groups, and earnestly discussed our hopes and 
fears of the chun; 3 |^^of being permitted to join the 
igmwds that v%re even then pouring in tho direction 
er Musselburgh to welcome our gallant countrymen. 
Tliese discussions were, however, suddenly, and to 
most of us somewhat harshly brought to a close by 
the sound 8f the well - known shrill whistle (equal 
almost to that of a railway) with which our worthy 
lireceptor, with liis head and sliouldcrs projecting over 
one of the windows of the schoolroom, was wont to 
assemble his tlhvcs. Sfany took L\encli leave on the 
impulse of tho inomf nt ; while the rest, among whom 

1 was included, asoendcul tlie stairs with most un- 
willing and snail-like steps, and took their accustomed 
places on tho benches. Our feelings were, however, 
not allowed to remain long in a state of suspense ; 
for our master aliiiost immediately, amidst our breath- 
less silence, intbrmed us that lie also had heard of 
the apiiroach of our bravo countrymen, and of the 
intention of going to meet ?md welcome them on 
tlieir approach to the city, and that he liighly 
appi-oved of such intention. Then, with ono of Ids 
usiiid cautions to take care of ourselves, ho at once 
dismissed us. Ere tho clouds of dust whicli were 
raised by our tumultuous jubilation had cleared .^wny, 
we had burst from tho school, and joined the living 
stream which was then pouring from every avenue 
of the city in the direction of Musselburgh. I'iie 
morning was unusually mild for the season, and was 
oiK‘ of those lovely spring days which even in our 
northern clime occasionally chequer our vernal ('xjio- 
riences, and make ns feel that the mere U\‘tng, 
or animalism of our existence, is a great boon iiiid 
prmlege. 

The party to which I had attached myself met the 
objects of our solicitude about tho Maitland Bridge; 
and never shall I forget the impression which the first 
glance at all that remaim;d of the so lately galhuit 
array made upon my mind — the time seemed so short 
since I had seen them in all their gorgeous panoply 
and glory •of numbers, that the contrast was most 
startling which the handful (not iittich'^abovq Iwo 
hundred) of worn-out, travel-stained looking mcii pre- 
sented. Their once bright scarlet unifoi^s exhibited , 
all the shades of depression wliich that colour is capable 
of assuming; while very few »etaincd any remnant 
even of the plunjo which distmguishes tlie Highland 
soldier’s head-dress. Most had idain bonnets, and a 
great many Vad not even their grand national cha- 
racteristic article of dress — tho kilt — trousers aud 
trewa having been substituted. No one who has not 
actmuly witnessed a similar exhibition of the sad and 
desalatin| eijects of war can fully conceive what our 
feelings were on tho first appearance of onr poor 
countrymen. Still these w^ere the men who had stood 
undaunted against the Polish lances and cuirassiers’ 
sabres at Quatre Bras, and Femained unshaken and 
victorious amidst the onnihilatiiig thunders of Water- 
loo; and every otlier sensation. was fi)r the moment 
: buried in the burst of ehth^asm vrlth which w e added 
our welcome to tho ^eral diorus. As the proqessibu 

'I'lli': FORTY -SECOND REGIMENT BEFORE 

AND AFTER WATERLOO. 

l)j;( ini OLV the moat vivid, and, even after tliis Lapse 
of tiin(% tlnillmg of ray schoolboy-day reminiscences, 
j is one connocleJ with the return of the 42d/Kegimerit 

1 lo LMinbui i hj after the hard-fought field of Waterloo. 

: 1 had j(jiued the (irovd that, a short time previous, had 
! escorted thiit gallant corps fo TiCith from Edinburgh 
i Oasth", nt route for the continent, to join the allied 

1 array under its illustrious loader.* It was then upwards 

I i of ei^rht hundred strong, and a finer body of men. could 
;| not have been seen. They were arrayed and marshalled 
; ; in all the ponq) and circumstance of military bearing; 

! evi ry appliance w'us in its place, and in perfect order; 

1 ;iiul the graceful ’waving of the beautiful dark plumes 

1 villi whidi the bonnets of our Highland regiments 

1 ai\‘ crowned, together with the glittering (d the rays of 
; a bright summer sun on their polished firearms and 

1 accoutrements, jiroduced altogether one of those iin- 
]K)siMg resiilis of which the pi^fession of arms can 
; j ;ih>nc funiisli the dements. The numbers which on 
■ that occasion accompanied tliis distinguished and 
! alwiiys poi>ular regiment were inimcnseVa great pro- 
l»ortion being females, uuuiy of whom stokl to the men 
; in the ordiiuary relationships of wives oil sweethearts, 
mothers or sisters ; and these clung as closely to the 
dear objects of tlieir affection as the movements and 
discipline of a lx)dy of trwps would jiermit, that not 

1 ii moment wliicli could bo spent in their society might 
i b'* lost. ^ 

i The band was jdaying, as is customary on such 

: occasions, the favourite air of ^Dinna think, bonnie 
‘ lassie, I ’m gaim to leave ye,’ with tho intention, no 
doubt, of keeping up the spirits of all, but actually 
j producing the opposite eflbct, as too many on tlult 
occasion felt that they w ere gazing In all probability 
for the lost time on cacti other. At length the port of 
I^'itli was reached ; and tis the vcssjl wliich took* the 
troops* aboard, to convey tliem tb the transport in the 
roadstead, cast off her moorings, the deafening huazas 
from the assembled multitudes produced one of the 
most sublimely saddening effiibts Is over witnessed. 
Such scenes and frelings tne present generation Ihckily 
can hardly sympathise with or appr^ate, as no native 
of tliis country «^Who has remained at hmna) under 
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reached tte suburbs, tlio crowd became so d^e that 
I thd brdi&i? Sf toarch could hardly be observed; and 
[ those 'terrifid ranl^ '\vhich Inid withstood uiibrohcn all 
the attempts of Napoleoirs cavalry and artillery, gave 
Avay on idl before the irruption of their fa^ 
countrywomen* • 

On^lenterlng the Canongnte, some ti^y touching 
episodes took place: here and there a fetainle might 
be seen rushing udidly amongst the ranks \3f the sol- 
diery, and anxiously inquiring whether ' such a one 
w'as alive, and with them. \Vhen, as in too many 
instances, an answer in the sad iiegath’e had to be^ 
given, the agonised look and suppressed, scream Avith* 
wliicli it was received was truly .IfeartTondiug, and 
brought tears to the eyes of all who Were witnesses of 
it. Occasionally, in strong and pleasing contrast to 
such scenes, a lover, brotlior, o<5 ^shand was found. 
Wien it Wits the latter, and he was al^ a father, his 
firelock was seizetl lij' one of his eldest boys ; wliile, 
leaning on tlie arm of his partner in life, and having 
his youngest child perched on liis shoulder, he proudly 
ascended the High Str^*et. As the pA)cession ap- 
proached the Canongatc Jail, a Lochaber axe (belonging 
to the Town-Guard soldier on duty there, and borrowed 
from him for the occasion) was seen projecting from 
one of its wi»do\vs to which w'as attached, as a flag, 
a pocket-handkerchief, on wdiich f.'as junned a sljeet of 
paper, liaving WTitten on it in ink, in large characters, 
the words—* Welcome, gallant heroes ! ' shewing iu a 
most touching manner that the enthusiasm which ’was 
so ecstatic on the outside had oven ptnietrated the 
gloomy recesses of a prison, mid made its inmates for 
the time forget tlieir woes in tlie all-absorhing feelings 
of the moment. 

As they advanced up the High Street, wdicre it be- 
I runes wider and tlie bouses loftier, the masses became 
so dense that it ivas almost impossible to proceed ; and 
from the windows of many of iIkj houses of that most 
picturesque street were seen hundreds of smiling female 
faces, and many fair arms waving handkerchiefs, 
while the loud and continued huzzas which hurst f >rth 
on all sides, and re-echwHl by the imposing ediliees 
around, were perfectly deafenifto. And thus esewted. 
and thus welcomed, all tliat remained of the gallant 
42d re-entered the Castle of Edinburgh. 

It lias IxK'ii my lot in life to witness many splendid 
priStessions of various kinds; but all were tame and 
coimnonplace in comparison witli that which 1 have 
attempted to describe. I have already said, that luckily 
with such scenes the luesent generation,* at least the 
younger portion of it, are unacquainted. 1 have often 
thought that in such ignorance there is a danger. Let 
mo impress on my juniors, tliat it requires hut a very 
little experience of the desolating effects of war to wean 
a humane and conscientious mind from tlie idea of its 
vaunte4 glories. Let them read in even such imiK?rfect 
reeft^ aa 1ftte*t)rcsent the misery wdiich eoraes Iron' 
these unh(dy contentions, and resolve never to admit 
for a moment th^t i>cacc may be broken, exeejit for the 
most grave and onerous causes. • 

■ — ^ ^ — « ^ — 

JlEPnOPBGTIpN or LIMHS IK tinE nrMAN ^ciwect. 

Hr Binipson, iii a paper road to the British Association, 
has shewn that the powet of reproducing* and repairing 
lost parts is greatest iii the lowest class of animals, and de- 
creases as we ascend higher fmd higher in the tcale ijf ani- 
irial life. II c ihett pdihtv hut thiiat the embryo approaches 
in this, as in other mpects^ the physiolc^ici^ life %rid 
powers of the lowet* animalii; and, consequently, when 
the arm or leg is amputated d^ing oinbryouic existence,^ 
as not uiilrequenf^ly hap|mf^ froui bands of coagulable 
lyinph, ‘Wv tehttlts of disease, the sUimp structures 
rudimentary hand or foot, as the crab 
^1^. He shewed Various casts and drawings 
reproduced^ and twp. Hfiiig cx* 


TO GODCHILP, ALICE. 

• 

Alice, Alice, little Alice,* 

My new-christened baby Alice ! 

Can there ever rhyme he Tuund 
To express iny washes for thoe 
In a silvery flowing, worthy 
Of that silvery sound? 
lloiuaie Alice, Lady Alice ! 
f $urc that sweetest nauic must be 
•* A true oiiien to thee, Alice, 

^ Of a life’s long melody, 
r • 

Alice, Alice, little Alice, 

Mayst thou prove a golden chalice 
Filled with holiness, like wine; 

With rich blessings running o’er, 

Yet replenished evennore 
From a fount divine ! 

Alice, Alice, little Alice, 

When this future comes to thee, 

In thy young life’s brimming chalice 
Keep some drops of bblm for ftie.! 

^ Alice, Alice, little Alice, * 

Mayst thou grow up a fair pahn e. 

Fitly framed irom roof to floor, 

Pure unto the very centre, 

VV'hile high thoughts like angels enter 
, At the open door. 

Alice, Alice, little Alice, 

When this goodly sight I see, 

In thy woman-heart’s rich palace 
I^eex> one nopk of love for mo ! 

Alice, Alice, little Alice, 

Bure the verse fails out of malice 
To the thoughts it fceliiy bears; 

And thy name’s sweet echoes, ranging 
lTi>in quaint rhyme to rhyme, are changing 
Unto voiceless prayers. 

God bo with thee, little Alice ! 

Of His hoipiteousness, nuiv Me 
Fill the chalice, build llie palac , 

Mere — unto efcrnily I 
Soiu mbcr tf5, 


CAlTliHE or A SKA-COW. 

Mejisrs (d irk and Jhirnham lutoly succf eded in c:qi- 
turing a Pca-Sow, near Jupiter inlet, Florida. Tlic :inlm:!.l 
wjis caught in a net, was a male, and nine fectdircc incln-.i 
in length. T)u*y succeeded in taking it alive, ^nd shippol 
it to Charleston for exkibitiug it. It was very wild when 
first captured, hut soon becaiiio quite taiiiG, and ate freely 
of grass, &c. lu tail is iu the shape of a fan, and is two 
feet five inchw broad. It has no hind-feet; its fore-feet 
are similar tepthose of a turtle, and it has nails liki; tliose 
of the hiimah hiiiid, but no claws. Its mouth and no.^-e 
reseru hie those of a cow; it has teeth on tlie lower jaw, 
but none mi the upper. A female was also taken; hut 
it was so huge, and beeumiug entangled in tlie net, made 
such desperate exertions to escape, that the captors were 
cunpelled to shoot it. They |)reserved the skin, however, 
which is fifteen feet Tong. This is tlie second instance 
(says the * llavaniiah News’) witliin our knowledge tliat 
the sea-cow has been cajitured, • Some yours ago, during 
the Florida war, Colonel Ilurney shot two of them in the 
Jjverglade.s. llo preserved the hides, and they were 
exliibittid in St Augustine as a great curiosity. We saw 
a rib of one of the animals yesterday in possession of u 
genlleman of this cit/, to whom it was presented by 
Colonel Harney. ♦He mfornicd us that he had partaken 
of Jhe flesh, and pronquuce'd it remarkably tender and 
palatable, and far superior to beef. ' 
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S U C C F. S S. 

The aims of the age arc remarked to lia^e a prevailing 
reference to material achievements and ac(iuisition8. To 
siiceeetl in amassing ^\calth, to a<lvance in social status 
and rcspectabilitj", to realfisc the dreams and projects of 
ambition, to attain, in one or another way, to a posilion 
of iKTsonal brilliancy or importance, is the leading and 
accredited tendency of the intelligence and enterprise of 
the niiK t(‘cntli ci'iitury. The railway is constructed, 
not immediately with a view to the service of man in 
travelling, hut for tlie purpose of obtaining a profitable 
investment for industry and capital ; the houses of 
legi lalion are ubsembled, not to deliberate solemnly on 
the needs and reciuiromonts of bociety, but to defend 
and nbbort tbe intercbts of separate and contending 
classes of tin community ; education is not a noble and 
eipiltcd training of the gifts and faculties of youth, to 
tlic end that th *y may lx»come persons of worth and 
intellect mil vigour, but is reFt;ricte<i to such dibciplinos 
aii(i cour-es of enUivatioii as are thought to be calculated 
to pn)motc a secular prosperity : tbe whole structure 
•md ct f>noiny of our life ib infected Mtli a taint of gross 
and m'knov lodged holfiblnuss, jrtid has no higher coii- 
lemphdioii than that of a realised acquisitiveness, point- 
ing only to such substantial or splciulid acquisitions 
HS confer ujion the successful n material ainl personal 
dignity. To he the rich man or the brilliant man, the 
powcitid and aKvndaiit party, istliccnd uiid«'ec<jgiiised 
<lcbigii of the di verbified activity which is displa>ed by 
all the aspii*hig men and parties of the age. This is 
the sticvpss which almost every mafi contemplates, and 
purbucs according to bis energies and opportunity. 

It Hcenm to us that doNotion to mntci4alities is a I 
iieccssaiy stage in the progress of humanitji Befo^^' a 
man can pnqKTly attain to such a position |f case and 
li'wdom as is needed for the free and perfect manifes- 
l.ition of his character, it is essential that his bodily 
^'quiroments should he secured to him, either in the 
‘'haiMj of some actual pobsession, or by some rccognis- 
I able means vhich he may employ fo» tlie purpose. The 
b<isis of his weUheing is some available domestic and 
social satisfiu'tion, an netyiil and sufilcing measuro of 
worldly means ninl comforts, or, at the lowest, the pos- 
sibility of living by his honourable exertions. Unless ^ 
iliis can be obtained, the generality of mankind will 
necessarily Iki the victims of Uicir circumstances; 
wdiatboevor is •manly and noble in thtir natures will 
more aiM more degenerate, or remain utterly unde- 
veloped and unknown to tlie possessor — will ho, m 
foci, a tragical waste of faieulty#nnd yke the gift of 
eyesight to one who is in perpetual dark- 

ness. llopelcasnoss hangs for ever, Uko a thick impe- 
netrable curtain, oaer the entire aims and pilospceU 


indciHJiideney. 11c must Ikj a man in his own 
and have at least such a command over his 
own energies, as to be able to realise, by means of 
them, such a condition of being as he can inw^ardly 
respect, and bo in some sort contented with — condi- 
tion which shall not oppress him by any sense of degra- 
dation, or wrench the working of his faculties from 
the natural sphere of tliftir operation. It is a sense of 
the value of this indivMiuil independency — whether for 
purposes of culture or for some lower satisfaction is of 
no present importance to the consideration — it is, we 
say, a sense of the need of being estahlislied in honour- 
able and fixed relations with the world, 'which so for- 
cibly constrains mankind to surround themselves with 
the manifold appliances of material advantage. The 
same fetlings prevail with societies of men, or nations ; 
and in their cose, likewise, such action is natural hucU«, 
justifiable to a eertaiu extent. It is most imx>ortaut. 
however, for both to know and ohservt* the* limits 
within which the imrsuit of materialities is allow able. 
It is very evident that in our society, as yet, men in 
general rest satisfied with the attaiiini(*nt of wealth as 
an end^ and ii^no other light is it regarded by the gre.it 
mass of those wdio arc struggling more or less hope- 
fully for its attainment. 

Rightly vieweil, tliat w'orldly success or stcihility 
which w'c wSjwak of is hut the platform from whicli a 
man may announce liis manhood — tlie praetic.d founda- 
tion whereon he is to build up and give visible reality 
to his being. The place he occupies in the social 
arrangements, the position lie takes as an Individual of 
the human race, is one which can never rightly super- 
sede the original relations that eimiieet him with a 
higher destiny, and a grander and profounder duty 
than any that belongs to his merely secular oec'^ions. 

I For it is to be remembered that man is dlstlR^isl^jtblo 
in tlie world as k being endowed with immortal and 
spiritual capacities, and tliat in the culture and perfec- 
tion of these consists his highest notability*. This U a 
truth w'hicht in different dialects, and under different 
forms of representrflion, has been proclaimed by all the 
thoughtful and inspired teachers that have over appeared 
among mankind ; and it is even now verbally accepted 
• in all cultivated communitieii as a commonplace and 
obvious proposition. Tacitly, and by public coufesito, 
it st^ds e^ibl^zoned in history and iit contompotary 
opinion as a truth of the loftiest and most itgoMcaut 
concernment. It obtains at least a formal recog^tion 
wheresoever man has become In any degtoo enlightened. 
Temples and goodly institutions for its' proihulgation 
and onfojKxanent stand prominenuy j|n every laud; 
poets, and thlnkess, and persuasive emtors, have been, 
bom^ all ages to reve^and clueldgte its appliuations ; 




|l!(j^ersa],aclmowle4^ent roason 

iftn^ as the sublh^st fact in t)ie mystical 

coi^tU^o)^ We stand under the dome 

qf }im the populous dissonances and ccmi- 

the visD^Ifc aisles ■ of time i luit 
' them fn4 if^ wfilj hut 

Jufliin, m may hear the lo% harmonks and solemn 
im^iuQB that are pealing from tM tempk of eternity ! 

old voices of the pasti the slhmberii^* dnst of the 
4^ and hurled generations of mankind^ the memories 
: ;;of the wise and faithful that have cast the shadows of 
their greatness across the paths of meh, the aoi^t|op^ 
that arise in every heart to prophesy of woj^er and 
hopefhl expectatioiA— these idl spAik to us with elo- 
quent and touching admonitions, aifl remind us of the 
vast and lasting cons^uences which proceed from the 
piirpobes and motives that d#t 49 mine our daily deeds 
and resolutions. ^ 

If, then, a man would properly fulfil his destiny, he 
must regard tlie advancement of his reasonable tand uioral 
interests as constituting by far the most significant, and, 
in fact, Ins only veritable success. In oifr dealings with 
extemi^ natur^ it is undoubtedly an authentic aim to 
subject (Is varied elements and combinations to our 
natural uses and occasions ; but inasmuch «as all these 
perish in the usipg, it is manifest that they are designed 
to be subordinate and subservient to some higher end 
than any which is appreliendcd by the senses. The 
wealth and bounty of the world are not to be despised, 
not are any of fihe advantages which have been secured 
to us by the intelligent and laborious device of our 
fellow-beings to be indecently neglected, or spumed 
aside with a supercilious indificrence or disdain ; for 
they are true and substantial imrts of the beneficent 
provision which a bountiful Creator has ordained for 
our necessities, and arc plainly intended to sustain us 
in tlwse conditions which are requisite to the develop- 
ment of our rational capacities. This noble earth 
whereon we dwell— this splendid environment of air 
and ocean — this gorgeous firmament of Bpfico wherein 
the sun gocth forth in power, and stars shed down their 
nidiance — these wide-spread realnis of plain and valley, 
the caves and storehouses of Ihe'globc which yield their 
rich contents to human ingenuity and exertion — the 
wliole visible economy and adaptations of tlie world 
have a practical relation to the wants and conveni('nccs 
of man, and were evidently designed for his service and 
deliglit. But yet the worth of the world as a com- 
moclity fi>r human uses cannot be rightfully regarded 
as otherwise than secondary, and instruinental to the 
spiritu^ progression of the intelligent beings whom it 
supports. 

Yes, the attainment of a spiritual wellbeing is tJie 
true success of life. I'he most stupendous realisations of 
earthly benefit and splendour cannot avail to render a 
man Jntrinsically great or noble : they are but as a 
gaudy tnkm vesture for his worthlessness, if the 
sold within not sinning with intcUigeuce and 

goodness. Thk fe the most lamentable poverty in tlie 
world-^that 4 b^ base and mean in spirit ; that he 

understand not thoi tilings which make the lustre of 
humanity. To dwell proudly or ragekly among sump* 
tiiOitt externalities, and to hount the acquisition of 
th<^ as the utmost aim and imrpose^ existence, is 
an abdication of, a man’s lordliest prerogatives^ a 
virtual surrendeilaf Of grliatsoever is best and liigb^t ' 
ip his naturci ^nl^llgent rclinqufehmonf ^ his 
nobfeit fiiHngihimoilf to 
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jmmdUS enjo^ents, oiler gath^ 1 
of cM^t wiiidi o^rtunity and ; 
ildr-w]hal and inu^structibfe arf- 
yealisedt It is weil to think of 
undanrstiuid and lay to heart that only 
and nq permanent, o^ sufifelng go^ oan 
them. It 
SofiMenUy 


blessedness coi^pists not in tlio multitude of his pos- 
sessions, nor in any of tlie gratifleat^^^ of sense or, 
appetite, Wt, ip mind and disposition, 
in a reverent reo^ition of his spiritual and immortal 
interests, in a wise obedience to. the laws of his moral 
nature, That wh|eh constitutes his pro-eminent dis- 
tinction, is the intellectual and moral power whicli is 
centred in hiif being. No wealth of external moans 
can supply the want or loss of insight or of purity in 
the ipnl.^ A man’s first s vocation is his call to be a 
min— a. truthful, reasonable being, w'orking in unison 
witH the Supreme Intelligence for ends answerable to 
the a\m8 of the creation. He should know the end for 
which lie is alive that the thing which most inti- 
mately concerns him is the maintenance of a discern- 
ing and upright spirit.' Not in pleasure, not in ease, 
not in any outward appliances of affluence or conven- 
tional repute, not in the ranks of public glory or ad- 
vantage — not in any of these things will he Jind his 
w^elfiire ; but only in a free and perfect development of 
his natural and especial character. Thus alone can he 
fulfil his proper destiny, unh adequately justify his 
appsarance in the world. 

The highest consideration, then, for every man, is 
‘the cultivation of his faculties for the cuds of personal 
virtue. It is tbit the soul may grow in strength and 
moral beauty — 'that the man may ascend with his days 
to loftier nud nobler stages of spiritual perfection — 
that’he may outlive his weaknesses and errors, and 
grow more and more into likeness and relation wiili 
the bright design prefigured to his hopes as the attain- 
4ible destination of his humanity. It is for this that 
his life was given him ; for this was he exalted in form 
and in capacity above all other shapes of sentient being 
in the world — that miglit live and act in the w orlil 
as an incarnate testimony of the presence of the grflit 
Divinity which rules for ever at the heart of things 
‘ The foundations of man,’ it has Ixjcn said, * arc not in 
matter, but in spirit ; and the (fleinent of si>irit is eter- 
nity.* When his powerti arc trained and diseij>liued 
for liirge and univofsnl objects, instead of for the pro- 
duction of a private and selfisli henefit — nhen he dis- 
ct,*rns the liigh celestial ancestry of tlio attributes em- 
bodied in his personality, and aims to givir effect to 
all the clear commands of conscience — then slndl 
he witness the fUU triumph of his energies. IIere]>y 
shall he attain to a true and pennarKuit smxess, the 
elements whereof shall never perish, but be borne for- 
wards, ill the march of progress, to remotest goneni- 
tions, and oomhine and haimoniBO wdtji^'thc (‘teriial 
workings of tlio uniwerae. 


TILK DESEKTED HOUSE. 
lIxviisG hpn detained by the illness of a relative at 
the small 4»wi\ of Beziers, when travelling a few years 
sinco in the south of France, and finding time hang- 
somewhat lieavily on my hands during the slow pro- 
gress of my companion's convalescence, I took to 
wandering about the neighbourliood witliin a circle of 
four or five mllesf ln8pet!tihg the proceedings of tiic 
agricuituiiits, and making ncquaintance with tlic 
country ^ple. On one o4 tlioso excursions, seeing 
a high wall and an iron gate, I turned out of my road 
^tti'take a peep at the interior througli the mils ; but 
I ^lid them «p overgrown with creepers of one sort 
or^aiiother, thaiit wm not easy to distinguish anything 
but a house wlii^h stood about a hundred yards from 
tljB entrance. Finding, howeveri <lwLt the gate was 
not qmite closed, 1 gave it a pttth; and although it 
moved oattfe and grated along the 

fVOnad ai it went, I an aperture 

wide enough to put in my head. V^t a scene of 
tfesofetion irae tliere! Tlio houses irtndi was built of 


^ ^ 1 ' — ■■ :::'^;L:t;.. . * ' " -' * '"■■ ■ _ . . ;:/jv'\l M:".- ■■ ■. -. -."' '^'4 

dark-coloifl^ed bricks, looked^^^ M if ,H had not; been 
, inhabited for a century. The Toqf iriiif miiph decayed, 
the paint black with a|6, the stone^steps green with 
moss, and the windows all concea^ by discoloured 
and dilapidated Venetian blinds. ^ ^ garden was a 
wilderness of weeds and overgrown rose-bushqp ; and 
except one broad one, in a* right linb with the main- 
door of the house, tUe^ paths were no loi^get distin- 
guishable. After surveying this dismal sceie |:^ |ome 
time, I came away with a strange feeling of cuporityj 
‘ Why should this place be so entirely .descried ana 
neglected ? ’ thought I. It was not like a fortress, a 
castle, or an abbey, allowed to fall into ruins from 
extreme age, because no longer appropriate to the 
habits of the period. On the contrary, the building 

I had seen was comparatively modern, and had fallen^ 
to degay merely for want of those timely repairs and 
tlefences frpm the weather that ordinary prudence pre- 
scribes, ‘ Perhaps theje is some sad histor}^ attached 
to the spot,’ I thought ; ‘ or perhaps the race to yhom 
it belonged have died out ; or riiaybe the cause of its 
destruction is nothing more tragical than a lawsuit ! ' 

As I returned, T inquired of a woman in the nearest 
village if she could tell me to whom that desolate spot 
belonged. , » 

‘ To a Spaniard,’ slic answered ; * hut he is dead ! * 

* i>ut to whom docs it belong noy ? ’ I asked. ‘ Why 
is it Ruffored to fall into ruin ? * 

‘ I don’t know,* she said, shaking her head, and re- 
entering the hovel, at tho door of which she had been 
blanding. 

During dinner that day I asked the host of tlu3 inn 
if he h now the place, and could satisfy my curiosity. 
He know it well, he answered. The last inhabitant 
liafl been a Count Kuy Gcftizalez, a Spaniard, whose 
wifi' had died there under some {Gainful circumstances, 
of wliidi Tiobody knew tlie pattieulars. He had been 
passionately fond of lier, and immediately after her 
decease had gone to reside iu Paris, where he had also 

1 dieib As the place formed part of the lady’s fortime, 
it had fallen into the. hands of some distant relation 
of hors, who hatl let it ; but the tenant, •after a resi- 
dence of a fe\v months, left it, at some sacrifice of rent ; 
and other Y>Jirties who subsequently took it having all 
speedily vacated under one pretext or another, an ovil 
reputation giithercii round and clung to it so tena- 
ciously, that all idea of occupation had been relin- 
quished. 1 

It may bo conceived that this infonnftion did not 
diminish my interest in the deserted house; and 
; on tho following day I was quite eager to see my 
invalid settled for her mid-day slumber, in order that 
1 might repeat my visit, and carry ray investigations 
fuiiher. I found tho gate ajar as^t^ore, and by exert- 
ing ail my strength, 1 managed to force my way in. 
I had not gone three steps be&re a snako ctossod my 
path, and the ground seemed actually alive with lizards ; 
hut being determined to obtain a nearer view of tliH 
mysterious house, I walked straight Oil tow firds it. X 
close inspection of the front, •however, showing; me 
nothing but what I had descried fA>m a distance, I 
turned to tho left^ And passed round to the bacl^ of 
the building, where I found the femalns of what had 
been a small flower aagrass-plot ; and 
beyond it, dirided by a a by 

mouldy-looking stabling : but, what waS muci) more 
interesting, i dilbovered an open door lirndii^^ 

house. Smbbody, therefore, must surS^ bewrl^in i 
so I knocked with my parasol against wpane^ M ■ 
nobody came ; and having repeated my knock wjih iiq ; 
better success, * I vegitured in, and fiSund myself in ‘ a ^ 1* 
Slone passage, tennmattng in a door, which, by a ^ 1 

light emitted through'^, I saw was partly of glass. 

. < Anybody liere ? ' I saM alowl, as I opened it and put ^ 
in my head; but all was silent ; so I went forward, not 
without sdlie apprehension, 1 confoss ; but it was that 
sort of pleasing terror one feels when witnessing a good 
melodrama. I was now in a tolerably-si^ h^l, sup- 
.pprted 'by fotuT stone pillars, and on each side of it Weto 
two doors. I spoke again, and ^nocked against them, 
hut nobody answered ; then I turned the handles. Tlie 
first two I trieil were locked, but the third was not. 
When I saw it yield to my hand, I confoss I felt so 
startled that I dre llack for a moment ; but curiosity 
lil^quered — I Iboked in. Tho dim light admitted by the 
TOfciGtian blinds shewed me a small apartment, scantily 
furnished, which might have been a 8olon or an ante- " 
room, TWo^small tables standing against the wall, a 
few chairs covered with yellow damask, arid a pier- 
glass, were all- it contained ; but at the opposite end 
there was another open door : so, half-plcos^ and holf- 
frightcnel!, I walked fojward, and found myself in what 
had formerly been a prettily-furnished boudoir. Karble 
Blabs, settees covereu with blue velvet, chairs and cur- 
tains of the same, and tlircc or four round or oval mirrors 
in elaborately-carved gilt frames, designated this as the 
lady’s apartment. A third door, which was also o^p, 
shewed me a bed in an alcove, with a blue velvet diais 
and a fringed counterpane of the same material. Here 

I found a toilet-table, also covered with what liad once 
been white muslin, and on it stood several china boxes 
and bottles. In one of the former there were some 
remains of a red powder, which appeared to have boeB 
rouge ; and on lifting tho lid of another I became sen- 
sible of the odour of musk. The looking-glass that 
stood on the table had a drapery of muslin and blue 
bows round the frame ; and the old-fasliioned mnliogany 
chest of drawers was richly gilt and ornamented. Sono 
of these rooms was pat>ered ; all appeared to be plas- 
tered or stuccoed, and were elaborately adorned with 
designs and gilt mouldings, except in one place, which 
seemed to have formerly been a door — tlie door of 
a closet probably ; but it was now built up — the 
plaster, however, being quite coarse and unadorned, 
and not at all in keeping with oiiytliing else in the 
room. It w^as also broken, indented, and blfickened in 
several places, as if it had been battered with somo 
heavy weapon. Somehow ori other, tliel’e was nothing 
that fixed ray attention so much as this door! I 
examined it— I laid my hand ui>oii it. Why should 
it have been so liastily built up to tho disfigurement 
of tlie wall ? — for tho coarseness of the plaster and the 
rudeness of the work denoted haste. ttainyug 

opposite to it, and asking myself this question, when I 
heard a heavy foot approaching; imd before 1 had time 
to move, I saw the astonished face df &ri man in 

clerical attire standing in the dobr^y, X b^vehe 
thought at first I was the ghost of the former inhabitant 
of this chamber^ for ho actually changod colour and 
stepped back. 

^Pardon, nion p^rc!’ said I, smiling at his airiaze- 
ment: M found the door open ^ and I hope you vriU 
excua^ the curiosity that haa led me to intrude?’ , 

* Une Ariglaise ! ’ said he bowing ; * a traveller, dotbt^ 
leaf. r(|iL a|e the first person besides ha«e 

entered these apariments, madaihe,^ 
i.year, lAssu^youl* „ 

T After giving him an explanation of S 

there~-A^ ex^anation which he 

kindness arid placidityTrl W 

the pl^ fogether^ ^^ had ^ 





^jqii^tiQn closed 3oot|"«^n he said— 

^ J: 4^ tu)t to reroidn long herb r the house 

ie windows arc never opened, 

v jthe w 'is unw^esome.' I did not know whether 
^Is was an exet^ to get rid of me; hut the ath:^ 
ceirt^ fhan and at ail 

bvebts I tliought it right to accej^t the intimation ; so 
'1: ^ 000 ^ him out, he ;locking the dOors behind 
walked aloDg, he told ine thU he visited 
house evciy day, or nearly so; and that he had 
'Beyer thought of shutting the gate, since uobody«in the 
^ would enter it on any«accouigt. ^ 

gave me an opportunity of inquiring into the Idstdr^ 
of the place, which, K it were not im|»crtinent, I should 
be very glad to learB^ He said he cduld not tell it me 
then, having a sick parishioner to visit ; but that if I 
w'oidd tome on the following daj^ the same hour, he 
would satisfy ray curiosity. I need noisay that I kept 
tl^e appointment ; and as 1 approached the garden gate, 

, I saw him coming out. 

‘A walk along the road would be more agreeable 
than that melancholy garden,’ he said; ‘and, if I 
pleased, be would escort me part of the way back.* 
So we retunied, and after a few' desultory observations, 
I claimed his promise. • 

I ^ The house,* he said, ‘lias ndv'cr been inhabited since 
1 came to live iA. this neighboia-liood, though that is 
now upw'ards of forty years since. It belonged to a 
fionUy of the name^of Bcaugency, and the last mem- 
bers of it Who resided here were a father and daughter. 
Ilenriette de Beaugency she was ciilled : a licautiful 
ei^UTe, I have been informed, and the idol of her 
ifather, whose affection slie amply returned. Tliey led 
a very retired life, and seldom quitted the place, 
except to pay an annual visit to tlK> other side of the 
Jyienees, where she had an elder brother married 
to a Hjianish lady of considerable fortune; but Mils 
Heiiriettc hod two companions who 8eemc<A to make 
her amends for the absence of other society. One 
was a young girl called Koeina, who had been her foster- 
sister, and who now lived with her in the capacity of 
waiting-maid; the other was her cousin, Eugbne de 
Beaugency, an orphan, and di^pendeut on her father; 
his own having lost everything he possessed, in conse- 
quence of some political oflbnee previous to the He vo- 
lution. It was even reported that the Beaugency 
family had been nigh sufibring the same fate, and 
that some heavy fines which had been extracte(i from 
them liad straitened their means, and obliged them to 
live in retirement. However this might be, Ilemiettc 
appeared perfisctly contented witli her lot. Kug^me 
studied with her, and playe<i with her ; and they grew 
up together with all the affection and familiarity of 
a brother and sister; wliilst old M. do Beaugency 
never seems to have susi^ted that any other senti- 
ment could possibly subsist between them: not that 
they tdb^ 4Aie 4igh pains to disguise their feelings ; 
and H was theit veiy openness that had probably iulied 
the fiiUier^s suspiq^ lives flowed so 

smoothly, and uieir int^^ was so unrestrained, 

^ to awaken even themselves 

lb the natuire of their sentiments ; whilst the affection 
tbitt so gradually under the 

paint’s eyes^ tihftt their innocent terms of endearment, 
and playful caresses^, appeared to him b\tt the 
manifestations of iw^relation in which they to 
eacb other. sorfow Henriettc had waf^hen 

Epgbne was sent MNrIs to study for the bar ; bq|; it 
WiM» :a €onsQlatiaad|||^: regret scaPcelf exceeded 

iatid wheit she used to )>e counting 

os the period of his retum droW< 

. fits pleased as she was to 

ony and happiness ponthitied uniut^ 
yedrs ; of ; 

at<il«st slif^t, seemed 


ance bn the scenj of a^certaui Count Ruy Gotizalcz, who 
came here with the fkther and daughter after one of their 
annujsl excArsi<h38 Catalonia. Ho was an extremely 
hanc^m^^ nohle-lpoklng Spanianl, of about thirty years 
of age* and said to be rich ; but there was an air of 
haughty, inflexibly Sternness about him, that repelled 
inost people, more than his good looks and polished 
manners attnt^ed themi Tliese unamiable eharac- 
teriatics, however, appeitred to be much modified, if 
hot to^vaysh altogether, in 'the presence of 
Besdi^hey, to whom it somi became evident lio was 
Lpassidnateiy attached ; whilst it was equally clear that 
her tkteer encouraged his addresses. Even the young 
lady, in spite of her love for her cousin, seems to have 
been not quite insensible to the glory of subduing this 
magniflcciit Catalonian, who walked the earth like an 
arcliangel in whom it was a condescension to set Ills 
foot on it. She did not, therefore, it is to he foarctl, 
repress liis attentions in the clear and decided manner 
that would have relieved her of them — though, mdeed, 
if she had done so, considcHng the character she had to 
deal with, the might not ha v«* been much less 

tragjjcal than it was. In the meanwhile, pkyiscxl and 
flattered, and joyfully anticipating her cnusin% return, 
she was happy enougli ; for the pride of the Simnianl 
rendering him cautious to avoid the possibility of re- 
fusal or even hesitation in accepting liim, lie forcbore 
to make his proposal till the moment arrived when lie 
should see it eagerly desired by her. All this was very 
well till Eugbno c^me, home ; but then the afliiir as- 
sumed another colour. Love conquered vanity ; anrl 
the Spaniard, finding himself neglected for the young 
advocate, began to exhibit the dark side of his clia- 
racter ; whereupon the girl grew frigiitened, and fearing 
mischief, she tried to avert it by temporising— leatling 
the count to iKdievc that the affection l)etwixt herself 
and her cousin was merely one of early habit and rel;i~ 
tionship; whilst she secretly assured Eugene of her 
unalterable attaidmient. So great was her alarm, that 
she tacitly deceived her father as well ns tlie Sjianiard ; 
and as the latter seemed resolved not to yield his rival 
the advantage his own absence would Jiave given him, 
she was actually rtyoiced when the period of lier 
cousin's visit expired. 

‘ The young man gone, Huy Gonzalez resumed Ids 
former suavity of manner ; and as he possessed many 
qualities to recommend him in a lady's eyi s, he might 
possibly haie won her heart had it betm free ; luit as 
the matter stooii, she ardently desired to gel rid of 
him, and waited anxiously for the moment wlieii lu* 
w'ould give her an opportunity of declining liis lumd, 
trusting that would be the signal for his final depar- 
ture. But whether from caution, or because he had 
penetrated l^r feelings, the expected offer was not 
made, altholgli be assiduously continued liis atten- 
tions, and B^tit more of his time at her liousc than 
at his own in Catalonia. At Icngtli M‘lc dc Beaii- 
geney began to apprehend lliat he intended to wait tlic 
result of his observations at lier cousin's next visit; 
and feeling quite assured that if the rivals mot again, a 
quarrel would enaue| She persuaded her father to sell ct 
that season for their own visit to her brother ; whilst 
she wrote Eug^ni^^ excusing their abscTKie, and b( g- 
ging him not to come to see her at present. It is 
true, all this was but putting off the evil day; but she 
a presentiment of and did not know what 

to dp to avert it; the ratlnsr that she was iivrare both 
her father and krbther^wishcd to see her married to tlie 
eouftti and that neither of them would consent to her 
union with Eugene, who had no lueans of supporting 
fiei^ nor was likely to have for so^ years to come. U 
w:as lip^ to bo expected that this arrangement should be 
agreealdG to ihefoun^over: it wal now his turn to bo 
and instead (ff he was desired, 

kot out ppst-hutto with the djM determination of 
I fo^wbg^^t^ their rcsidenoe io Catalonia, 





coming to nn imniodiate explanatioi&Jwith tbe ^unt. ! 
But his jealous pangs wfre appeased^ and all thoughts 
of revenge postponed, by finding his unde at the last 
extremity, his mistress in groat distress, aiid Buy 
Gonzalez not with them, "their jdufney had been pre- 
vented by the sudden seizure of M. de Beau^fency, 
who, after a few days* suffering, oxpiixid m liis 
daughter's arms, quite ignorant ^f her atfi^shiiient to 
lier cousin, and with his* dying breath bes^liibg to* 
to marry the count. When his affairf b(%arf tt .be 
looked into, the motive for this urgency became «ppa-j 
rent, lie had been living on the principal p# what 
money he luul ; and nearly all that remained of bis 
dilapidated fortunes w*a8 this house and the small piece 
of ground nttaclicd to it. ■ This was a great disappoint- 
nuMit to the young couple, who; previous to their dis- 
covery, luid agreed to be married in six months — the 
lady believing her fortune would be sufficient to main-' 
tain l>cm both. But now marriage w^as out of the 
question till Euglmc had some means of mifintaining 
her. At present, he haj nothing; he was an advocate 
without a brief, ami had been liitlierto living oi^ the 
small stipend allowed by his uncle ; star^’ing himself 
tln;i*e qiiiirters of the year, in order that he might have 
the means of spending the other quarter at the Beau- 
gency mansion. And what a long time might elapse 
Ix'fore he could make anything by his profession ! li 
was, ns they both agreed, ii^sesptrant • 

*']'hese events occurred in the early years of the 
Frejudi Hepublic, when France was ^at war with all the 
worhl, and soldiering the best trade going. “Ill enter 
the army,” said Eugene ; “ it is the profession I always 
])referre'!, and that for which I have most talent, and 
the (>nl> O! j in these times by which a man can hope to 
rist‘ rapidly. At tlie bar I may wait for years without 
getting ary ♦lung to do. Besides, I am intimate with 
a son ot' (leueral Duharaers ; and I know he will speak 
a good M’or<l Ibr me, and get his father to luish mo on.” 
01 course there wore objections to this plan on the 
part of Jlenriette, but her lover’s arguments overcame 
them ; and after repi-ated vows of fidelity, they jjarted, 
he to fulfil his intentions, and 'she to remain at home 
with ilosina and nn elderly fbmale relative who 
canu' to live witli her -a plan she preferred to accept- 
ing her brother’s invitation to reside with liin* in 
Catalonia, where she would have beem exix)sed to the 
constant visits of the count : whereas, now that her 
father was dead, he could not with propriety visit her 
at lier own Ijouse. It appeared afterwards that he had 
only been deferring liis proi)osals till what he considered 
a decorous moment fbr making *them ; Ixiing mean- 
while assuretl of the brother’s support, and having little 
doubt of Iwing accepted since the state of de Beau- 
geney’d affairs was disclosed. But l)efore that moment 
eame, a circumstance occurred to facilitat l his views, 
in a manner he little expected ; for, engcf to distin- 
guish himself under the eye of his coramandiug officer, 
ICugone de Beaugency, with the ardour and inexpe- 
rience of youth, hiul rusluHl into needless danger, and 
fallen in the very first battle his regltneut was engaged 
in.' ^ 

By the time my companion had rcaJbed Uiis point in 
his narration, w e found oiprselyc* at the enttance of the 
village, where the church stood, aiid beside it the small 
house occupied by the ^ur<?. It had a Utti^ garden In 
fronts and under the porch sat a very aJneient woman, 
basking in the sun. Her head shook Irith palsy, her 
form was b^t, and she luid a x^^ir of long knitting- 
needles ill her Wnda, from her manner §f using which I 
perceived she ww blind, priest invited me towi^k 
in, informing me that that was lipslda; and adding, that 
if I liked to rest myself for half lifi hoiv, be would ask 
her to toll me .|he rest of th# Feeling aMured 

that some strai^ oattotroplie iromalj^ to be disclosed^ 
I eagerly accepted the good man’s offer ; and having 
been introduce toUonriette’s fbrtncr eompimioth whose 


memory, in j^ite of her great age, I found 
clear, I said X feared it might give her pain to i*e^i 
circumstances tliat Were doubtless of a distressing 
m|ture.‘',.'V ' ■ y-;y.y,!: 

‘ Ah, madame,’ said she, ‘ it is but putting into words 
. the th(mghis that afe ahvays in^^m I . have 

never related the sad tale but twice ; for X would not, 
for my dokiynistress’s sake, speiik of things to the 
people about her ; but each time I slept better after- 
ward| I seemed to have lightened the heaviness of 
my burj^heu hydmparting the secret to another.* 

• • You were very much attached to MUe de Beau- 
gency?’ said I. • <» 

‘My mother wts her nurse, madame, but we grow 
up like sisters,’ answered Kosina. ‘She never con- 
cealed a thought from ^ne ; and the Virgin knowsr her 
y^uglits will, haver keep me an hour out of Paradise, 
there was no more sin in them than a butterfly’s 
whig might bear.* 

‘ X suppose slie su|feTcd a great deal when she heard 
of her cousin’f death ? * said 1. ‘ How long was it before 
she married the count ? For she did marry him, I 
conclude, from what I have heard ? ’ 

‘ Ay, nupiame, slie did, about a year after the— the 
news came, worse hick^ Not that she was unhappy 
with him exactly. 11a did not treat ^ler ill ; far frpm 
it ; for he was passionately fond of her. But he was 
jealous — heaven knows of whom, for ho luul nobody to , 
bo jealous of. But he loved like a hot-hlopded Spaniard, 
as ho was; and 1 sux>pose ho felt that she did not 
return his love in the same way. How should she, 
when she had given her whole heart to her cousin ? 
Still she liked the count, and 1 could not say they 
w'ere unhappy together ; but she did not like Spain, 
and the iieople she lived amongst there. The count’^ 
place was dreadfully gloomy certainly. For my parr; 

I used to be afraid to go at night along the vaulted 
passages, and up those wide dark staircases, to my bed. 
But tbc count doted on it because it had belonged to 
tlie family time out of mind ; and it w'as only to please 
her that he ever came to her family home at all.’ 

‘ But surely this place is very dismal too ?’ said I. 

‘Dismal!’ said she. * Ay, now, I daresay, because 
there’s a curse on it ; but not then. Ob, it was a 
pleasant place iu old M. de Beaugency’s time ! besides, 
my poor mistress loved it for the sake of the happy days 
she had seen there; and when the period approached 
that she was to be confined of her first child, slie 
entreated her husband to bring her here. She wanted 
to have my mother with her, who had, been like a 
mother to lier ; and as she told him she was sufe she 
should die if ho kept her in Catalonia, he yielded to 
her wishes, and we came, llic doctor was spoken to, 
and everytliing arranged ; and she was so pleased, poor 
thing, at tlie thoughts of having a baby, that as we 
used to sit together making the clotlie»»fof»th? li,ttle 
creature that was expected, she chatted away so ga;ily 
aliout what slie would do with it, and how we Should 
bring it up, tluit I saw she was now really beginning 
to forget that she was .not married ^to the huBbaud her 
young heart had chosen. 

‘AVell, madame,* continued Ilosina, after wiping her 
sightless eyes with the comer of her white apron— ‘wo 
were all, as ydh will understand, happy enough, and 
looking forward shortly to the birth of the child; wlien, 
obe ^^aruoQUy whilst my masfer and mistress were, (mi 
drivij^g, and X was looking tlirough the rails of the 
garden gak fir tlie carriage-r for 
been gone longer than usual«-^I saw a 
hastily along the road toward where I. 
as it drew near, 

mouth, ibr I thought it was an took 

a seoond look^: and tliep, ovenioine X turned 

and to tbwwa-th^^ reached it, 


dkiifBES^S 


Bu^ne, de my 

c6uiia,’ aUBw^tod Bosina. . ^Boal&rv cri^ 
%e) *^BoBiiial firighte^ad, I'm tto 1^^ I 

lizard I was kill^f v ]^t 
I wito oijiy taken 

tkank %dl Bof > my 

V " * I leave you t^ judge, madiune, how I on hearing 
Ihia/ continued the <Hd woman* *A bmck curtain 


continued tl 


id woman* 


ck curtain 


aaemed to fhll before my eyes, on which X coul^ read 
Wo 1 wo I wo I I coiild not liU whatr* form it would 
take ; I never could have Rested the form it md take*; 
but 1 saw that behiild the dark screep which veiled the 
future from my eyes tliere was nothSing but wo on the 
face of the earth for those tliree creatures. The Lord 
have thercy u|»on them ! Ihougl^j ; ^d for the world 
to come, I ho;^ my prayer itiay nave been heard — but 

‘ Well, maiame, my first fear was, that the count 
would return and find him there,/or well I knew there 
would be bloodshed if they met; so with()ut answering 
his qiiesilcms, I entreated him to go away instantly tu 
my mother’s, promising tliat I would follow him pre- 
sently, and tell him everything; but tliis vqry request, 
together with the agita^on afid terror he saw me in, 
made him suspect the truth atcoricc ; and seizing my 
arm with such violenOe that 1 bore the marks of liis 
poor fingers for many a day afterwards, he asked me if 
she was married. “ She is,” said I : “ she thought you 
vmre dead ; she bad no money left ; and you know it was 
her father^s dying injunction that"—* “Married to 
the Bpaniard— ^to Kuy Gonzalez?^’ said he, with such 
a face, the liarddoliver mcl * (and the old woman paused 
for a mometlt, as If to recover from the pain of the re- 
^llcction.) ‘ “ Yes,” saidl, “ to Buy Ch>Uzfdez ; and if ho 
sees you here, he ’U kill you I” “ Let him I” said he* 
“ But it will be her death," said I ; “ and she ’s^she *s " 

I hadn’t the heart to go on. “ What ? ” said he. 

“In the family way — near her confinement,’* I an- 
swered. He clenched his two fists and clapped them 
on his. forehead. “I must see her," sakl he. “Im* 
possiblel"^! answered; “he Uever loaves her for a 
moment” “Where are they now?” he asked* “Out 
driving,” said 1. “In a dark-bine carriage ? ” “ Yes ; 
end I expect them every minute. Go, go, for the 
Iiord’s sake, go to my mother’s!” “I saw the car- 
riage,” said he with a hitter smile. “It passed me 
just this side of !Noirmoutier. Little I thought”^ — - 
and liis lip quivered for a moment, and his features 
were'cpnvuls^ with agony. “I will, I must see her,” 
contitmod he ; “ and you had better help me to do It, or 
it will be the worse for us all. Hide me in her room ; 
he does not sleep there, I suppose ? ” “ No,” I replied ; 
“but he goes there often to talk to her when she is 
dressing." “ Put mo in tlie closet,” said he ; “ th^ ’s 
rapot crouch down under the book- 

sli#i^^« ^ tell her; and when he has left 

her for the nighi you ctm let me out." “ My God ! ” I 
cried, n^ to shake under mo,*“l hear 

the oamage ; % he hero iii an instant I ” “ Do as 

y^ like 1 ” said he, seeing the advantage this gave him : 
“ if yott won’t W me to see 4ier, 1^11 see her wrUiont 
you. I shall stay where lam!” and he struck his cane 
: fotd foe gfoufid a violence that shewed his resolu- 
^ fom to do what he forei^ned. “ Come away, for foe 
Lord’s sake!" dVitoi for foe carriage was ffiose at 
hand, and foereiyipi:!^^ 

by the 111 % 3 dfogghd him into foe^nse; for 
r now he wm liiKdfoed to wait for them, and 1 
‘ wi«* the cotmt. 

clos% and 
before fogy had alighted, ; 
uh the garden. . . - 

nwdame,foSi^.'I' waa'^ 
thy lady I and foy msfoslon wi«s 
1 that>obaerved_ it* .“Vfliat, 


is foe matter, Bbsina ?" said he ; “ lias anything un- 
usual happei^?”smd as he^spoke he fixed his dark, 
piercing eyea upon xiie in such a way that 1 felt as if 
he was r^ing my very thoughts. I affected to bo 
b^y about my foisfoess, keeping my face away from 
him ; k^ew watcliing me for all that. 

Generid]y,Wh^}f^^ home, he used to retire to 
liU own leave his wife with me; hut 

now ho the sahn, took off his hat, and 'Sat 

hiqfiself d<$sm| nor did Ke leave her for two minutes 
during the Miole evening. This conduct was so un- 
nsu^^foat ia was plain to me he suspected something; 
besides, 1 saw it in his countenance, though I did not 
know whether his suspicions had been roused by my 
paleness and agitation, or wliether anything else Imd 
awakened thmn ; but I felt certain afterwards that ho 
had seen foe poor young man when the carriage passed 
him; or, at least, been sufficiently struck with the 
resemblance to put the true interpretation on nsy con- 
fnsion. Well, madimie, you may imagine wliat an 
evening I spent. I saw clearly that hewwos detonninod 
not ^to leave me alone with his wife; but this was not 
of so much consequence, since I had resolved not to 
give her a hint of what had happened till tlic count 
had taken leave of her for the niglit, because I knew 
foat her agitation would have betrayed the secret. In 
foe meanwMe she suspected no niiscliief ; for althougli 
she c<)seryed something waa, wrong witli me, she sup- 
posed I was suffering in my mind about a young man 
I was engaged to nj^rry, called P]iilipi>e, wlio had b£‘en 
lately ill of a fever, and was now^ said to U* threatened 
with consumption. 

‘ Whilst I pretended to be busying myself in my lady’s 
room, they went out to take a stroll in tlie garden ; and 
when 1 saw them safe at the other end, I put my lip*; 
to foe keyhole, and conjured Eugene, for tlie sake ol 
all that was g<^, to be still; for that 1 was certain 
it would not only be his death, but my mistress’s too, 
if he were discovered ; and he promised me he W'ouM. 
I had scarcely got upon my feet again, and turned to 
open a drawer, when J heard t!ie counfs foot in tlic 
sahu, “ITie countess is oppressed with tiie heat, 
said he, “ and wants the large green fan : slic sa} s 
you’ll find it on one of the shelves in the closet.” 

‘ Only think, madamo I only think I’ said Ilosina, t urn- 
ing her wrinkled foce towards me, and actually shaking 
all over with foe recollection of her terror. ‘ I thonglit I 
should have sunk into the earth I I stood for a moment 
aghast, and then I began to fumble in^my jKickot. 
“ Where can the keyjbc ? ” said I, pretending to searck 
for it ; but my coimtcnnnco betrayed me, and my voice 
shook s<3, that he read me like a l)ook. I am sure ho 
knew the truth firom that moment. He looked hard at 
m^ whilst ^s face became quite livid; and then ho 
said in a iihn deep voice: “Bor tlie fan, no matter; 
I’ll take another; but I see you are ill: you have 
caught IMippe’s fever ; you must go to bed directly. 
Cotne with me, and I’ll lead you to your room.” “ 1 
am not ill, Monsieur le Conte,” I stammered out ; 
but taking no notice of what I said, lie grasped my 
arm with his poigeirul hand, and dragged me away up 
stairs ; I say dragged, for I had scarcely strength to 
move my foot, and it was rather dragging than leading. 
As soon as he had thrua^t me into tlie room, he said in 
A lignificant tone i “ Bemember you are in danger I 
HuIms you veiy pnidOttt, th^ fever will be fatal. 
Gp fo bra, and keep quite' still till I come to see yon 
sgnln, or you may not survive till monxihg ! ” With 
l^t he closed foe door, and locked it; and»I heard 
bite foka out the key, and descend the stairs. Then I 
fuppeie t ihvooned ; W when 1 came to myself it was 
nearly dark I Imras Ijdng on the fteor, and could not at 
fopii iumiefol^what When my recol- 

l^on returned, I crawled to m and burying my 
Isce in the pilfowa, I ga?e vent to my tfognish in sobs 
jfod fetf X loved my mlstrcws, xnadame, and I 


febiiTBtrjRaH^JotrtoAL. « 


: loved M. E^ig^ne, and. I know there would be deadly 
I niiscliief amongst them. 1 eje|)ecte4^ that the count 
■ V would break open the ejoset, and or both 

M^ould be killed ; and considering the state she was in/ 
1 did not doubt that the grief and ^ght would kill the 
countess also. You may judge^ madaine, what a nig^t 
I passed ! sometimes weeping, soUiothi^ Usteninff : fiit 
I could hear nothing unusual; and atlen^ 
to fancy that the conflict had ocenn^ ii^hilcit I was 
lying in the swoon. But how had it tcnfiuated ? I 
M^ould have given worlds to know; but th^ X%a^ a 
prisoner, and I feared that if I triod to giv» any 
alarm, I might only make had worse. - « ^ 

‘ Well, madame, I thought the morning wonW nerer 
break; but at lengtli the sun rose, and I heard people 
stirring. It seeiucd, indeed, that there Was art unusual 
hustle and running about ; and by arid by I heard the 
sound of wheels and horses* flset in the court, and I 
knew they were bringing out the carriage. Whca'ei^ 

I could they be going? I could not imagine; but, on 
i tire whole, I was relieved, for I fancied that the meeting 
and cxplanatioia were orer, and that now the count 
wished to leave the house, wliicb, under the circjim^ 
stanc’cs, I could not wonder at. He has spared Bugbne 
for Ikt sake, thouglit I. And this l)eliof was strength- 
ened by rny nuister’s entering my room presently after- 
wards, jnid saying, “ Your mistress is gone away; I am 
afraid of lior taking this fever. When I think it proper, 
you shall he removed: till then, remember than your 
life depends on your remaining quiet I” He placed a 
loaf of bread and a carafe of watqr on tlie table, and j 
ivent away, hxdting the door as before. I confess now | 
that much as I felt for M. Eugene, I could not help 1 
pitying Ihe count also. What ravages the sufferings of 
that night h id mode on him I His cheeks lookcMi 
hollow, his oyc*: mnken, his features all draihi and dis- 
torted, and complexion like that of a corpse. It 
was a dreadml blow to him certainly, for I knew that 
he loved uiy mistress to madness. 

‘ Well, madarno, I passed 4hc day more peacefully 
than I could have hoped; hut my mind being some- 
what relieved about my lady, 1 Jaegan to think a little 
I of myself, and to wonder what the count meant to do 
i with me. I fcH certain he would never let me see her 
agjiin if he could help it, and that alone was a heart- 
breaking grief to me ; and then it came into my head 
that ixulnips lie would coniine me somowhore for life- 
shut me up in a convent perhaps, or a madhouse I As 
f5oon as this idea possessed me, it ^ew and grew till I 
fi'It as if 1 %nUly teas going mad with the horror of it ; 
and I resolved, though it was at the risk of breaking 
my neck, to try and make my escape by the window 
during tlie night. It looked to the side of the house, 
and was not very high up; besides, there were soft 
flower-beds underneath to break my fall ; so I thor^ght 
l)y tying the sheets together, and fastening ihem to an 
iron bar that divided the lattice, I migln reach the 
ground in safety, I was a little creature, and though 
the space was not large, it sufficed for me to get 
through ; and when all w’as quiet, and I thought 
eve rybody was in bed, I made the attempt, and suc- 
cci ded. I had to jump the last %w feet, and I was 
over my ankles in the soft mould ; but that did not 
signify-.-I was free ; and staking to my he^ I ran off 
to my mother’s, who lived then in a cotta|^ hard by, 
whore WG are now sitting ; aud after telling her whati 
laid liappenwl, it was agreed that X sho^d go to btxl, 
and that if anybody come to inqtjiro fql^ me should 
say I was ill of the fever, and could not be seen.# 1 
knew viJieri monfliig came I should* be missed, for 
doubtless the count would go to my room ; and besi^s 
that, I had left the sheets hanglnf imt of the window. 

‘For two days, hriTOver. to my great surprise, we 
heard nothing ; but 6ri the* third, Philippe (the ipung 
wan I wot engaged to) hearing I iros juot at the Beau- 
gency hririse^ our cottage to in^itire about mo. 


We had not ise^ ^ some time, the coantefis haying 
forbidden all us, as ehe a ^ 

horrible of the fever, «Q that he could cmly b^^^ 
of me through jny mother^ Bosina is here, and un- 
well,” said my moth 0 iii“ we think she ’s got the fever 
fof though we might have trusted Philippe with .our: 
lives, we thougjit it wotdd be safist for him to be igno- 
rant of what had heppoi^i^* ^P^n this he begged 
leave to see |ae ; and she brought him mto my chamber. 
After asking about himself tmd telling liim 1 was very 
poorly, andso fortti, he said: “This is a sad thing for 
I the codutess I ” • “ A^at is ? ” I asked. “ You ’re being 
iil*at this time,” said he, “when she must want you 
so much.” “ Wlgit do you meju ? ” said I ; “ the 
countess is not fU* tlie house?” “Don’t you know 
she’s come back,” said he, “and that she’s ill? The 
doctor has been sentfph and they say slio’s very had.” 
“^yacious hea^nsr’T exclaimed; “ is it possible? 
*^f!l^p00r dear mistress ill, and I not with lierl” “Bo- 
heat,* the footman, says,” continued Philippe^“ but he 
bade me hot mention it to anybody-— that when they 
stopped at the inn at Mpntlouis, Bateau the land- 
lord came to the carriage-door, and asked if she had 
seen M. Eugisne de Beaugcncy; and that When the 
countess tprned quite pale and said, ‘ Are you not 
aware my cousin was kiUed in battle, M. Bateau?’ 
he assured her it was gp such thing; fdl* that M. Eugene 
had called there shortly before on liis way to her 
house. Bateau must have taken somebody else for 
him of course ; but I suppose she believed it, for site 
returned directly.” “ Bateau told her that he had 
seen M. Eugfene?” said I. “So Bobert says; bat 
Didier the mason says she was ill before she went, and 
that it was the rats in the closet that frightened her.” 
“Bats I” said I, sitting up in my bed and staring at 
him wildly. “ What rats ?— what closet ? ” “ Some 

closet in her bedroom,” said he. “ The coimt sent Iot 
D idier to wall it up directly,” “ To wall it up ? — I 
wall up the closet?” I gasped out. “Yes, build and 
plaster it up. But what’s the matter, Bosina? Oh^ 

I shouldn’t have told you tlie countess was illl” he 
crieel out, terrified at the agitation 1 was in. “ Leave 
me in the name of Qod!” I screamed, “and send my 
mother to me ! ” 

* I remember nothing after this, madame, for a long, 
long time. When my mother came, she found me in 
my m*ght-cIothes, tying the sheets together in order to 
get out of the window, though the door was wide open; 
but I was quite delirious. Weeks passed before I 
was in a state to remember or comprehend anythhig. 
Before I recovered my senses, my poor miig tress and her 
baby were in the grave, my master gone away, no- 
body knew whither, the servants all discharged, and 
the accursed house ifliut up. Not long afterwards the 
news came that the count had died in Paris.’ 

‘ But, Bosina,’ said I, ‘ are you sure that M. de Beau- 
gency was in that closet ? How do you count 

had.not first released liim ? ’ * ^ 

‘Ah, madame,’ she replieti, omincmaly shaking her 
palsied head, ‘ you would not ask that Question if you 
had known Buy Oonoalez as 1 di|J[. The moment the 
words were out of Philippe’s mouth I saw it all. It 
was just like him-^just4he revenge for that stem and 
itifleadble spirit to take. Besides, madame^ when all 
was over, and durst speak, Dl&cr the mason told 
me that nothing should ever convince him that ttoe; 
was some livirig tiling in*that closet at the tiirie hb 
wallgd it up, though who or what it could be never 
could ima^e> ; ' ^ "v ■ J:; ■ : 

* Arid do you think, Bosiria/ said 
;h6 countess ever susp^ted secret of 

‘Ay did she, madame,’ aniwiid:!^^^ 

^twhioll killed her; when 

so unexpectedly,^ the count woe up stoire with 

his Bgon% making thO plaoS 
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No ab^unt being takeivof the flax produced through- 


for the inaimfacturc* Whatever be the amount ot lionie 

fcad «d growtli, it is inadequate to meet the demand of maim- 

Now, thou^ fwm putting tbia and^^S|| to^ faoturers. It appears that the quantity of foveigW flax 
gi^|ter<^U^;06unt’s|^ation, my sudden disapiHiltaQcey impoiM i^^ tons, and in 1850 it was 

heir jown Immoral, «ir the innkeeper’s stwy^she feit 91,097 tonaii^ qua^^ believed to bo more than 
fesiir© there was |omo mischief in tlie win4 sJie hod no , treble wbat il |ix^u(^ in Great Britain and Ireland, 
anspieion of what had really occurred; a/ indecMl how The cmisuthp^^ vast an amount of flax is owing 

should she, till her eyes fell upon the door of the^closetv iHbf nlbre* to the demand for linen fabrics than tlio 
Then she comprehended it all. You nt ay lin|gnie the J arfranced state of mechanical appliances. 8o long as 
rest, madame ! Words couldn’t paint it 1 When they |tlierb%ere. no other meaiis of hackling— that is, Bc])a- 
came into the room, she was battering madly At the rating the flax fi*om the tow or coarse libres of the lint 
wall with the poker. But a few hours terminated her —than by hand labour, no other metliod of spinning 
siiflerin^. She woa already dead when rhilippe was tlian by &e small domestic wheel, and no other species 
telling me of her retupi,* * * of weaving than by the common loom, the linen manu- 

mit ’» a fearful tiAgedy to have Tived through !* said facture remained on an insignificant scale. It may he 


^ And Plulippe ; what became of him ? ’ 


added, tliat so long as bounties were given by govern - 


' VHe died like the rest, m^aine, about six months ment on the export of the manufaetui-ed articK*, little 
after these sad teVeiits had occt^ When I recovered good was done, even with improved inean.s. The policy 
my healili, I into service, and forcthe last forty of recent times, which throw* every qum on his own 
years I have been housekeeper to M. le Cure here.* enterprise, idong with tlie introduction of machinery 
‘ And he is the only person that ever enters that in ail departments, have revolutionised the linen truth* ; 


melancholy house ?’ 


‘Yes, madame. I went tlftre once— just once — to in the national bconoiny. 


and now it assumes an exceedingly important place 


look at tliat fata! chamber, and |he bed wdiere my ptxw 
mistress died. When tlie place w'as let, those apartments 


Nothing is more curious in the Instory of industry 
than the manner in which a manufivetnre takes resit 


were locked up; hut* — and she shook her head mourn- in a particular locality. The seat of tlie cotton manu- 


fblly— ‘ the tenants were glad to leave it.' 


facture is on the west side of Great Britain, in the 


"♦ And for what purpose does M. le cure go there vicinity Of ports on the Atlantic, by whicli tlic material 
so often ?’ I asked. is chiefly introducccl ; that of the linen trade is on the 

* To pray for the souls of the unfortimatea !’ said the east, a ready access from the Baltic having prtdmldy 
old woman, devoutly crossing herself. determined the point. From the beginning of a small 

ifeeply affbctetl with her story, 1 ttnik leave of this trade, earned on with the domestic loom, the inanii- 


old woman, devoutly crossing herself. . 

ifeeply affijCtecl with her story, 1 t(K>k leave of this iraue, canjcti uu .vim mw uoiuesne loum, me uiiinu- 
1 sole surviving witness of tlicse long-buried sorrows; facture of linen of various qualities has grown to liiige 
"^nd I, too, accompanied by the curb, once more visited proportions in Fife and Forfarshires, in the east oi’ 
tlio awful chambi*r. ‘Ah, madame!’ said he, ‘iKxir Scotland. The quantity of flax imiiorted at Hull lur 
human nature! with its passions, and its follies, and the Yorkshire factories last year was 14,2S8 tons. At 
its mad revepges ! Is it not sad to tliink tliat so much Dundee, the quantity as much as 40,450 tons, 
love should prove the foundation of so much wo?* inclijding flax tow •„ and at Kirkaldy, Arbrontli, and 

Montrose, it was 17, SS>5 tons. Dundee, therefore, has 
come to lie the largest* importer of the material; and 
what it receives it works up on the spot, about half for 


love should prove the foundation of so much wo?* inclijding flax tow and at Kirkaldy, Arbrontli, and 

■ ■■ - , : Montrose, it was 17,SS>5 tons. Dundee, therefore, has 

i>WF TTWFW M A WTTF Ar'TTrRP coiiic to !« the krgegt* hiiportcr of the maloiiul ; aiU 

1 Jl B 1 N IL in M a U 1 a B 1 U K Ha. wliat it receives it works up on the spot, about half for 

A SHOUT time ago we 8i)oke of the surprisingly ropul home consumpt, and half for exportation. A few words 
growtli of the cotton manufacture, tliat has witliin a respecting tliis branch oi inanuflicture in Dundee may 
few years risen to be the great ataple of British mdus- prove interesting, . 

try, and any temporairy depression of which shakes 8o late IS14, the wlwJe of the flax import(*<l inlo 
the very fabric of society. Ulio manufacture which Dundee amounted to only 3000 tons ; it lias just been 
has attained these gigaiitic dimensions is usually sup- shewn to bo iiow' above 40,000 tons. The^qparscr (jua- 
potod to have prospered only by the undue dttpression llties of goods— as sail-cloth, bagging, &c. also liru n 
of the trade in linen. Judging ftom yarns — arc chiefly pfod need here; and for the greater 

various cireumstances, it is perhaps not unreasonable part in Connection with extensive establishment. s pro- 
to think so, and yet, when the subject comes tube vided witii tiyU!tam-iK>wer. These estahlislunents arc ms 
examined, nothing is found to be further from the im}x>sing in appearance as the cotton factories of Man- 
truth. cheater orlthe wwilleii mUls of Leeds. At present, 

^CottofiJadwwQoBy substance produced in the ppd of there art* ix Dundee 43 spinning -mills, witli stcani- 
a tr^c^ plants Flax, on the other liand, is the ftner engines of an aggrt*gate of 2075 horse-power; and 8 
portiw of the fibres of lint ; a vegetable which grows power-loom factories, possessing 235 horse-power — 
in almost any part of the W'orhb and more particularly altogether 51 establishments with macliinery moved by 
in lugh northern or southern latitades. Bussia, Prussia, steam. The spimimg-milU employ much the greater 
and the Netherlands^are the chief lint-producing conn- number of hands ; Imt including the whole 51 estaV»- 


in liigh northern or southern latitades. Bussia, Prussia, steam. The spimimg-milU employ much the greater 
and the Netherlands^are the chief lint-producing conn- number of hands ; Imt including the whole 51 estaV»- 
tries in continental Europe, and thes quantity raised in Uslmients, there arc employed in various oc^cupations 
irelfu^ UvVery ix)n8i^^ amounting this year to 3240 mal^, and 8142 femalcf^ making n total of 11,382 
nearly 2BdO Iona* New Zealand appears to possess a persons. Of these, only 202 are under 13 yciu-s of 


sqU and elimate auitable for fiax ; and Uiciice large 


We liave ascertained that the money wages dis- 


irupplies may ultfain^tely^ be procured. Dattorty, the tributotli|uaoiig tlds large^^^b^^ of Individuals amounts 
.gixiwing scarelty. f^ price of cotton, ond to about the payment to the male 

the duaipi^^ ph^ all^ipn^ have mditgi^ fn attempt 0]^^ qn dn average 9s, fid., and to females 

%> besides the powcr-loom factories, the 

i|k may ibawdlll^ wiU^prove so suoceiilbl pottoSSei B2 estabUshiuents of otic kind or other 


4 Oroat l^ur and attah* 


ttwg hahd-Ubour^^ and in these there are 4200 looms. 
Add to tli,e8e i<J,e8tali|jlshment8 for finishing, calender- 
Ipgl l^t tl»p elpth*iylijl^v is produced, and we 

mpj'Tmve an idea^^m^ wbicli the linen 

of Dundee is conduetM. We Pro infbnned that 


B y onioir iritei^ 

rw## culture. 


ieiiAMBERS’S EDINBURGJI JOURl^L.* 


GOO a(3(litional po\v^er-loom8:will be started in a few 
ujontliH. ' 

Some of the spinninf -mills arc of YastPdimcnsionSy 
and arc coiuliicted at an cnorinons expense. The 
dr^n of money for wages, and also for tear and wear 
of mcchanisin, are perhaps of less account than the 
perpetual outlay for new niachinetyi :|n th^ cotyiacting 
of such works, each proprietor must with the 
improvements of the day, otherwise he worka his mill 
nt a ruinous disadvantage. Theintrodhi^tiom i^iore- 
ft>re, of every novelty, having for its object tne^^jepe- 
diting of tlie manufacture, becomes a necessity in tb# 
condition of these c.apitalists, who are ew^r dragged on ' 
from one stage of improvement to anotlier at a cost of 
thousands of pounds. Yet wliat is it but this readiness 
to embrace new adaptations that lias placed British 
fa(!tory- owners in their deservedly high and com- 
manding position ? 

It seems to lie a tendency in manufacturing industiyu 
first to divide, and then reunite, branches of labour. We 
liave ex[ierie!U!ed tliis in our own limited concc^rn. At 
first, we liad no wish k) do more than print, but were 
at lengtli impelled to adopt all the other brancln^ con- 
iHU!ted witli tlie jireparation of literature. There can 
be little doubt tiiat textile manufaetures will follow 
tliis course ; siiiiiners will not leave otT till they become 
weavers ; and lK*ing weavers, they will probably find it 
e.\[>edient to he their own ealenderera and pacikers. It 
was eerlainly a gi-eat step in the linen manufacture 
wlien hi'ckling by niiujlunery was absorbed into the 
O Mcral preparatory process; for. in Conjunction with 
The s'])imiing-franie and the power- loom, the wdiole 
routine of iirodiiclion, from a bag of flax to a web of 
clotli, >'ould lie eflected in one establishment. Some 
yi'ars ag >, 'Iwn in Dundee, we observed tliat in the 
large works '>f Messrs Baxter, Brothers, & Co. a union 
of ilcpartsi ’Ids had IxKm attained. In a scries of build- 
ings connected with each other, hackling, spinning, 
weaving, (‘alcndering, and packing, by steam, were 
successfully comhiiUHl; tliQ whole of the branclies in 
tills single cslahlishmeut givin{^ employment to 1500 
iuilividuals. , 

111 tlie article already referred to, we stated that as 
mueli coilon was now spun liy machinery in the Unitetl 
Kingdom, us would require tlie labour, by hand, of 
many millions of persons. In the luu'kling, spinning, 
and weaving of linen, great results are also tudiieved by 
inanimate mechanism. In the spinning-myis of Dundee 
tluTi* iir<3 upwards of 1 70 hackling-machines, each doing 
as nuu‘h 'girk as eight men would accomplish by hand- 
liibour — tlie work done by the whole being therefore 
eij 111 valent to 1400 men. The* 10 spinning-mills con- 
tain ‘,)8,ir»G spindles, and fully more yarn is spun by 
these than can, at a iiiodentte calculation, lx» eflTwtefl 
by 115,000 individualb using the old-fashioned spin- 
ning-wheel. With rc'gartl to weaving, ticre are 1420 
l>ower-looms in operation, each doing thc/work of three 
iiand-looms — the whole manufacturing as much cloth 
as would rtHpiirc 42GO hand-loom w'cavers. To this 
mmibor must be added about 2840, for tlio opera- 
tions of warping, winding, &c. — making 7100 in all. 
\V'’e should, then, have tlie folld^iiig as the probable 
amount of hand-labour required to perform the work 
of the DuiKhH? fiu'doriqs: — For hackling, 1400; spiiw 
ning, llojOCK); weaving, ,7100— total, 123,500 persons, 
instead of 1 1,382, as at present employed. It appea|j?, 
by a ivturn made to parliament in August, last, that 
there M'ere in England and Wales 135 linen-factories ; in 
iScotland, 180 ; and in Ireland, 69 — total, 393 ; contain- 
ing l)(J(>,081 sj^ndles and 8G70 |Mwer-toom8 ; and giving 
employment in spinning, weaving, and other bran|^*hesf 
to 68,434 persons. Taking th^; ^lculation for Dundee 
as our data, it would appear the %ork done by these 
establishments is tef the hand -labbur of 1456,800 

persons. It is boUe^ra that hbariV iwo-tliirds of all the 
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homo^<H>nsuhiplion; and as the quantity of* ajl' kinds, ^ 
both ’ and tiioth, exported, amountwli in 18^ to 
li.4,84^d3Q, It’would appear that the total value oiFthe 
linen mittufactura inAly twelve mitTions of poundii' : 
perannuih. •, 

* in cWieeriOn with the of articles of 

pure flax and hdmp, a large trade has sprung up of latb 
years iii the proparation of jute. Tliis remarkable 
material, die fibre of a species of rged, is pecnliar, wc 
believe, torthe East Judies, where it grows in great pi-o- 
fimign, especially on the vast plains around Calcutta, 
whenqp it is siiipped in largo quantities to this coun- 
try. During 1850, the export of jute from Calcutta 
amounted to 224)33 tons. Of this quantity, it is cal- 
culated that alfjut 15,000 tons per annum, or two- 
thirds of the wliole, reach Dundee;. The labour con- 
nected with the cukiyation of jute Is not great, but the 
jjeharge for frssght" being high, its cost is considerable, 
Idlhough not exceeding half the price of average flax. 
Wi reaching the manufacturer, jute is either cut in 
lengths, and spun in the same way as lint, or it is 
rtxlucetl by ft powerful machine to the form of tow, and 
spun by itself, or in combination with flax-tow. Its 
fibres are fine and silky, but by no means strong, and ' 
w'here st|‘ength is not particularly an object it is well 
adapted— cloth conipdfted of jute yarn, wholly or in 
part, having a smooth, glossy finish, Snd being produced 
at a clieaper rate than pure linen. 

We shall conclude the present paper with a few re- 
marks on a Bubjeet which has engaged considerahlo 
attention of late — ^thc proposed substitution of flax for 
cotton. Considering tlio greatly - increased cost of 
cotton, the precarious nature of the supply from Ame- 
rica, and the difficulty of establishing stations (fisewhore, 
sevend extensive spinners began to inquire whether it 
W'ould be practicable to remedy the deficient quantity 
and increased price of tlie article, by partially sulfiSr 
luting flax — a material more immediateJy within their 
reach. Accordingly, experiments were instituted with 
a view of ascertaining whether means could be atlopied 
whereby flax might be spun by cotton machinery. The 
result was liailed with acclamation by many, and a 
Ftenchmnw, an Englishman, and a Scotchman, have 
been disputing for merit of. priority in wliat is 
termed the iiivention. By lieing subjected to a pro- 
cess — meclianicfil or chemiail, or partly both— it was 
found that flax could be spun on cotton machinery, 
and that yarn of nearly average quality was thereby 
produced. This is all very well so far as it goes ; 
but one or two considerations conviiure us that the 
I»roi)08ed innovation cannot be productive of either 
present or ultimate benefit. Injbe first place, the flax 
must Ixi greatly weakened. In its natural state it 
consists of fibres fifteen to twenty-five inches long; 
and Vrcrc those shortened to one or two indies, as they 
would require to be, it is maniibst that the strength of 
yarn spun therefrom would he materkilly-dttliinishiHl. 
Secondly, tlierc Avould be no advantage on the score of 
ofionoiny, beiiausc flax can scarcely 1)C called cheaper 
thaji cotton : by weight it is ; but when wc bear in 
mind its greater sp^ifle gravity and heavier waste, as 
well as the cost attending tin; proposed method of pre- 
paration, we slftjuld •find tlint ultimately it is not 
citeapor, hut the reverse. Lastly, were the system to 
liecome gendk'al, as has been aptly observed, V the 
demuid for flax thence resulting would neoess^^^^ 
adyiikico the already high |irice of that article, and iii 
tl)^ flaifie proportion cotton, being les%: in demand^ 
would 1411 ; tBo that at tlie Vexy outset 
W0ld checkmate' itself, anct tonaequenl^^ It is 
ouir belief, then, that no permanottf? 
tliese experiments, 

plained Of can^ only bo taking 

dedwe steps ibr extending of cotton on a 

large- scale to other lands, an^||^^especially^t^ the 

British nossoRBions in the PkisiiliwV **' 


has flow b4eii Bfli4 Mwing 

imiKtrtfmoo f f lui^ i]iimu£aotnn^ tb^ 


flb artlqle ^4^ ^nds a mai-ket ^iii jeveiy 
tfgtdn; 6f globe^with the feeMe boimty-Bkp^^ 
mwin^tQFe of last century* we have ^e 
example of what may be done by 
jiimply allowing l^ade to develop its own Rapacities 
ahd find its own reward^ * . 


THREE P I C T U R E S. 

•'■ ' m, 

AFTEU OUB OLD IBDIAIL 

Here comes our Old Indian again* with a whole 
basketful (not the waste basket)^ odcrin^ breath- 
ing unmistakably of the pmrfbineu East.t With poetiy 
in her heart* and musio in her car* this old Indian^we 
wonder whether she is very old I— does not appear to 
have regarded the land of the sun as a place a£ tem- 
porary exile, but as a home of humanity like our own, 
where the beautiful tldngs of nature, both moral and 
material, attain a warmer and richer, if more fantastic, 
colouring. On the present occasion we hav^ put to- 
gether, in our own way, * like ofient pearls at random 
strung,’ some ef Hbr sketches of Superstitions, which 
will 1^ entirely new to most of our readers. 

VOTIVE LAICPB OF THE GAKOES. 

It was in the beautiful month of February, one of 
the lovely spring months in tlie lower provinces of 
Hindoofftan, that I was pacing up and down d veranda 
of considerable length, in tlie hospitable mansion of one 
of my friends. My object was not merely to iuliale the 
l^h air wafted over the bosom of Gunga, but more 
sfScially to enjoy a pnWe walk-^walldng in public 
l«it^ Droned derogatory to a person in the station 
of a gentlewoman. 1 walk^ and stopxied ; then 
walked and stopiKJd again. I could not withdraw 
myself from that and lovely scene ; but continued 

to look aiQ4 listen, feeling as if some cool sweet breath 
were stefiling over my spbdt as well as my senses, 
imd acknowledging m my innei^ being that, to the 
Uibughtful heart, *the tongue of nature has a power 
divine.* It struck six; twilight was past; and we all 
khQW how feetingJs the twilight of the East. It soon 
grew dark ; and everythiiig became shadowy and indis- 
tinct ; and at length fiiddd away in obscurity, all save 
the fragsunt commony tree in the garden Mow, with 
its tufts of white blossoms, and the toilet-flower, with 
its rooti strewn with a profusion of the loveliest flowers, 
— wliite petals on an orange tube. These lay like 
driven snOw, and shone forth amid the closing dark- 
nesslike the good deeds of departed souls. 

The Stars now began to peer out one by one, and 
gazing of0iHheH)aIustrade, I saw another bright Arma- 
ment in the imdisturbed waters below. Each luminary 
glowed there, with a lengthened reflection, giving it the 
^pearance of a comet, while the gentle ripple of tlic 
Mvot imparted to it Ijkewi^ the ecintillating flicker 
<^ a fixed star. Such nights as these are seen only in 
the Easi^ivliei^, alsa^^ a set off; theli’ays of the sun 
are like stmp. But present! v my medita- 

tions were diitiirbed ; s<^e voices seemed to appi^kch 
fre^ the water side ; and i]| a little while I could a 
shi^owy object nimi^ itimed outfb be 

a passage b^t that anchor on the strengn. 

I kmked on at listened tff thf muifled 

■ that 'flwm :the. vessel ' ■ ' 

^ one' desceniiMlm: 

A^sh^Apau^ 


saw a da;^ arm handing a bright blazing earthen 
pot, about the s^ze of a dessert plate but greatly 
deeper, to the man on the taft»ail ; he again delivered 
it to him on the rudder, and ho in turn committed 
the lighted pot to tlie river. While I looked in sjjr- 
prise at this phenomenon gliding down the stream, 
another, followed, and another, and another, till I had 
counted breathk^ly one hundred and twenty I As tlie 
ourrent seued them, each in turn twirled gently round, 
and aj if in. obedience to some law of attraction, glided 
clo0O,^dmr‘its predecessor, till they formed in the whole 
a snsk^ike line of flome^their rising and sinking with 
the undnlatihg waters adding to the illusion. As this 
luminous serpent glided noiselessly away, niy elevated 
position enabled me to follow it with my gaze a con- 
siderable distance down the Ganges, till at last it 
disappeared like the trooping stars above when s^val- 
low^ up by a cloud. 

It may be supposed tlmt my curiosity was strongly 
roused by this curious spectacle, and being a Kuropean, 
I could take the liberty of demanding its inclining 
without ceremony. I called to fenc of the clnipriissics 
to hail the boat, and the reply to iny questions was as 
follows: — ‘Mahiiraj, this is done because the brotlur 
of Baboo Sirrenauth is gone to Benares to batlu* in the 
river for the recovery of his health — a pilgrimage to 
that holy place, it is well known, washing away ii v(* of 
the deadly sins. In case the brother should be dead, 
this oflbring is for his manes, nie baboo himself is 
at Callie Ghaut saerifleing a goat, and several of us, 
his servants, are stationed to-night at various places 
watcliing, as we set afloat the votive lights, for a sign 
from Gunga.* 

I knew before that solitary lamps were occasionally 
offbred to Gunga, and liad frequently Vatclied with 
great interest tlie graceful Hindoo female, with veiled 
countenance and noiseless step, stealing with one ti' 
the river side. Before committing it to the whalers, 
she poured out a simple ofTering of rice and pulse from a 
brass plate, and murmurin^p an inaudible prayer, flung 
upon the liquid bosom of the goddess o wreath of 
sweet -smelling flowers. • Then the little lamp was 
latmched, with its small flickering flame, and in a fv\\ 
minutes the answer of Gunga was voiiclisnfed to tliis 
humble message of love and devotion. If the lani]> 
sunk into tlie cleep-^if it was extinguislied hy the 
wind — ^if it voyag^ safely down the undulating stream 
— these wore •fomeiiB hy which the devotee aHcertained 
the fate of the heloVtjd, or the fidelity or false! lood of 
the wandering object of her afTcetions. When this 
simple votaress is poo^j^ her lamp i.s fed w^ith a little 
mustard-oil; but in the case of tlie magnificent offering 
I witnessed from the veranda, the pots w(*re fllleil witli 
cakes of dried cow-duTig — tliQ most sacred of substances 
— and rosin and oil, whicli together give a bright and 
lasting light. ^ 

THE VOICE IN THE STORM. 

No rain Imd fallen since Christmas. The weather 
hafl been cold, and a clear ultramarine aky had reno- 
vated the Euro|)ean constitution, and delighted tlie 
wliite man’s eye, for several months. Now, liowTvcr, 
the 10th of March, the w^eather was too dry, and eveuy 
heart longed for the coming rahi. The wind began to 
blow with a mighty breath, and the clouds careered 
before, it like wild horses gallopping across the sky. 
Dry dust, and stubble swirled round and 

found, end kero and there rose up in columns from tlie 
corthj as if to. brigg down the lagging water. re(l<?s- 
trians on, rubbing their halfshu^ eycf^ and 

kverfkody sMned to shrink from crossing the path of 
iho the name giiisen to these pillars of dust. 

: 6ocm the’ cloudfe we^ completely packed and piled 
dense black mase^ and imw there came a flash 

Bl^i^ng, and n low rumblii^ sound of distant 
then all again was stillt %o water of the 
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'(Ganges, though Bhrunken and reduced.^- beg^ to ruMe 
« ^ and blacken, and the boatman, reco^sin^ |he 
'yiied lustily lus oars, or* worked along the shore with 
liig bamboo poles to reach the ghaut. The ferry-boa^ 
too^^vith its living load — oh how it strained with 
might and main to make the opposite shore before the 
storm broke loose ! Pull, brave heartjitf^pull fdr dear 
life, for the tokens tliicken, and* mail} is, 
coming with more senses than philosophy has named I 
Smaller clouds are now seen sinking lowei^ohd Ipverj 
like masses of black wool, detach^ here ond^ tllCTe 
from tlie mother darkness. The atmqppherel is sor 
thick we can scarcely breathe; midges hover in myriads 
over our ftwvs ; the crows and minas chattering, scream- 
ing, and scolding, take to the covert of the old hocul 
tnxi which overshadows our hummiim or bath; and 
only the white buglah, or ou-ack,* scuds along tliO,. 
black cloud, as if to form a contrast by its snowj*^ 

pliiimigc. 

Now come a few large drops of rain, tap, tap, tapping 
on ilic terrace as they fj|ll, with a sound like the ticking 
of some Ijiige dock, but almost instantly evaporating in 
the sultry air. Now again the chill wind is rislngf and, 
borne on its wings, the welcome shower at last comes 
sc udding along, and bringing with it the fresh fragrance 
of ve getation. There ! — ^there again is another flash ! 
The iu)rth-wester is at hand ; and now it comes, ‘ like 
a cloud-king,’ as the natives say, * sitting on a •cloud- 
elephant, drunken mad, with the lightning for his flag, 
aiKi the thunder for his kettle-drum.* 

It was no time now for out-ot-doors observations; 
and escNaping from the first hurst of the rush and the 
roar, I took refuge in our snug parlour, through the 
ample glass doors and windows of which I could havo 
a full view of the yndting stonu. The waterspouts 
I were by tni^ lirne all running like cascades, and making 
I a deafening noise, for in Inclia they allow the torrent to 
i (jome down from a height of ten or twelve feet, to rise 
! again from the ground in spfay, and foam, and bubbles. 

I 1'he thunder in the meantime k^t bursting in louder I 
and loud(;r jxsols as the storm advanced, till one terrific 
; clap hurried me off to the nursery to see what was 
! going on there. I found the ayali squatted on the 
! (liirce, a cotton striped rug, with her paun-box at her 
1 side, and cnivcloped in white muslin and silk petticoat; 

I while my four youngsters sat cross-legged, Uke litUe 
I tailors, around her. There was some dispute going on, 

' and the ayah was siumking angrily, but fn a subdued 
, i voice, to tlu‘ children, who seemed half-firightened and 
; half-amused. 

* IIow can I hear it, mammif,’ cried one, * when the 
rain and thunder are making such a noise?* 

‘ Hear whiit, my dear?’ 

‘ 'riie voice in the storm.’ 

I ‘ What voice is it, ayah ? Perhaps my edrs ore 

i i bettor than Mary’s.’ / 

I ‘Ma’am,’ replied the nyali, ‘it is the voice of Lok- 
I man Hakeem.’ 

! ‘ Oh, the wdse physician, who lived to be so very 

old ? ’ 

‘ Yes, ma’am ; and since you \now of him, you are 
doubtless aware that he is always heard lamenting in a 
tempest like this.’ • 

My knowledge of Lokman did not extend so far, 
hut the ayah was not loath to enlighten in«, which sjje 
did to the following effect — 

Lokman, by his knowledge drugs, had prolonged 
his life far beyond the allotted span ; but be had^ik^ 
wise (Jlscovered a powder, by means of which his youth 
ccmld be rt‘8tored. As this could only be applied ^ftet 
death, an assistant was ^ ^ tliis pur- 

pose he brought Up a youthiik ev^y resjpeot as his 
own son (for Loknifm Was chUdless^h indoeftinating 
him in all his and nodding to him every 

WAsnadl heknih ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


secret biT: ids s<^^ This one'^tHe 

sition bl llib powder of ImKnortaUty, or of perpet^ 
renoyaHoh^W^ to be the final price of his sernee, tb ' 
be paid after jpprentioe - sage, by applying thb; 
(^pug aeOording to the directions of his master, hed ‘ 
rcstcTed him to lffe and youths 

The operation was to be performed in the midst of 
a tempest from the north-west, and all things were 
prepared Sccordingly. A vast caldron was kept 
perpetually boiling in the laboratoiy; and a casket 
contiCkhmg the precious powder was ready for use. 
^he stdm at length came; and when the elemental 
din was at its lii^hest, Lokman g)laced this casket in 
one hand of his apprentice, and an hour-glass in the 
other. 

‘ Remember whaLldmve told thee,’ he said. ‘ Hurry 

delay not ;^yet^5fl) unto thee if thou fling not the 
Wilder intp tfic caldron to tlfe last grain, before 
sands' be run ! * While yet speaking, he seated 
himself on the cd^ of the caldron ; and with his 
eyes fixed, v^^th a deep-searching gaze, on the young 
man’s face, he allowed himsdlf to fall backwards. 

I There was a splash~a suffocated voice — a jet of steam 
I — and the bubbling waters closed over the wisest man 
I of his age* m • 

The apprentice, startled and tcruDr-stricken, stood 
gazing fur some moments at the caldron, almost 
fancying that he saw the ^es of his master gleaming 
through the steam. But there was no hurry — the 
sands of the hour-glaas were slow. He was to fling 
into these waters the powder of immortality ; and then 
— would Lokman keep Ids word? TMiy should the 
lihilosophcr, after ho was secure in unfading youth, 
give away what was more valuable than all the trea- 
sures of the universe ? That priceless powder was now 
his; Lokman was no more— why should he distpi^ 
an arrangement which seemed to have been brought 
about by destiny? Mingling with these thoughts, 
and waning against them, there came grateful recol- 
lections, and generous shame, and human pity ; but who 
could tcU wluch should have the mastery ? He opened 
the casket he held it above the caldron ; and he then 
turned liis eyes hesitatingly upon the sand gloss. Tlmt 
delay of an instant was decisive ; the last , grains ran ; 
and at the same moment the subtle powder in the 
casket, exposed to the heat and steam, evaporatod and 
fled. A wild lament rose from tlie caldron, and out- 
slirieked the tempest, piercing the traitor’s ear, and 
maddening his brain ; till, with a fjrantic cry, half of 
remorse, half of nige, he sprang into the liissing 
waters. * 

But tlie sacrifice did not console the spirit of Lok- 
man, for his lament lias been heard ever since in the 
Indian storm; and tliat night, as the north-wester 
swept in ipiappeascd passion over tlie house, I felt that 
it would take no great stretch of faucy syllable 
amid its roar an articulate cry. 

, SINGULAft MpCK MATIRIAGE. 

It was A short time after daybreak, and the irhole 
neighbourhood were either performing their usual ablu^ 
tions at the ghaut, or» returning fi-om doing so. The 
women, who are the water-carriers for the hbusehold, 
took the opi>«rtunity of filling their ^mras ; and inafly 
a trim figure might be seen mounting , with bare 
the rteps from the river, bldancing one of tl:|^ ves^s 
om her head, and carrying another on her while a 
ndktly-skap^ arm clasps the Is^ttet 


0^ of the females was cm this pccaslb^ 

than usual, and her goi^p, to i^k 

.toiler, .could not keep up 

‘ Oil, Opumoii’ cried Seet^ ^ the 

hsii^ ^ l y are IBm 

porifi^tibn and poejah: fet ^fuietly honm and 

turn ft ta& t<Jjgether, for X lM!Nfsb.,ibmeth^^ to say to 
yoiL' Cwhol slac^nod facr sibps a little, and.the two ^ 
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womei\ aft lentfth tntniiig into a ^llee 
a hut. Tifta was' Conjmors liabitation \ 
water-pots on thd littlo platform in ;'|he 
ijovei^ them with a cocoa-nut shdt , ^he thm 'took 
i off her wet steie, replacing it 'K^itlr W 
: ^ir^iiig[ the former on the thatch Of the 

Seet^* said slie, M am ready for you ; what is 
it you want?* 

want a dog;* replied Seeta; ‘and aif you know 
; Sewali Sing Ha vildars wife very well, will you ask 
her for her ElatCliie (cnrdamum, a favourite nafoo for 
pet-dogs) ? He is a pretty black and t& terrihr, with, 
four eyes.* ^ 

‘The havildar’s wife*s ElatchieK Ha;^ you not 
mouths enough to cat your dahl and ride, that you 
want a dogf and will no dog please you but the 
Imvildarnie’s (the feminine for luf^hdaJr) ? * 

* How Billy you are, Bister ! * said Sheta. ‘ Wliat I 
want is the ban of the black dog for a little while. I 
have hod eight children, though only three are alive 
now, and I cannot keep a dog, that is sure enough. 
My last, Couranie, ha8,*you know, been always a puny 
child, a seven montliS* babe ;• so at her birth her father 
would have the Brahmin to cast her nativity, and 
although her horoscope cost us five rupees, it l^oiitained 
nothing favourablf. I was told to CiUl my babe Cou- 
ranic (Cinderella), a name brhuiifUiation, as I had lost 
several before her ; but her reitl name is Rottoon, and 
it was chosen by tlie Brahmin, by placing two lighted 
lam];)s tqton two different names, and as the lamp 
blazeil up at once upon Rottoon, it became her real 
name, and Coiiranie only her by-name. Well, the holy . 
man told us also to beware both of the eighth month 
and eighth year. Kow, sister, I was just feeling her 
gums tins morning, and there 1 found a tooth ! * 

A tooth at the eighth month I — notliing is more 
u^tckyl Now I see why you want the black dog 
with four eyes : we arc to have a make-believe marriage, 
to propitiate the evil stars. Well, then, come along ; 
th(^ Imvildarnie will lend Klatchie very willingly, espe- 
cially when she hears he is to come in for a share of 
the jelabics and luddoes. But oh, Comnol ! is not 
your child*8 fate written op h# forehcafl? Was not 
.the Bedattah-l^oroos (a form <M Brahma) with her?* 

‘ I remember nothing about tliat visit.* 

‘ And I shall never forget it. But, come ; I can tell 

? 0U ray adyenture on our way to the havildamie’s : — 
was scarcely thirteen, When my Kirstno-mohun was 
l3orn, andd[ had hc^i ^ inticli of spirits and daynah*s 
in my vikage, that I was afraid of my own shadow. 
So, on the &^t1t day after my contineraent, the day on 
which the Spirit Bedattah-Pooroos visits the young 
infant, ray master went out, but my poor mother lin- 
gered till it was dork. Tlien she pressed me to her 
brcjist, and told me that Bedattah-Pooroos would come 
before the end of that day to write my cliild’s fate ou 
its forehSUf *l^c gave me a thousand directions about 
keeping the hmisc quiet; and so the lamp was shaded, 
and pen and ink placed on a stool before my bed, and 
j was left all alone with my ffrst^boni. I clasped him 
iIntUly to my bosom, and fell into t disturbed feverish 
sleepy w^en tbP dreaded spirit was, yoy may well con- 
edve, ills subjPet^ Df my Yearns. * At l^t I thought the 
l)ed shook, aM I awoke in terror. “Ohl spai^ my 
l)oy, good lord,** crifsd L “ Oh l be mm'cifiill ** and I 
gra^d-*^the wldch had leapt up^ as it was 
ing ! But, see, we or© npw*^^ the havildiimic*s*’ 

Their ndssionii^ Sime^^ and Fdatchi£, a]| oyeiikd 
lUtkvblackamoelte colour is e|Mentib)^ irith 

.^wo; yellow' to-'.kMr . 

'tho.eeremony. ' 

a dlflrctiikiing^ bou^t^ fpT a ^w> 

eri|.pretty. sweei^sdSlaidl-l^^ 

jasmines^ and some liiouqnsti ; and two 
wbiim'eSit'ihii 




few of tl^e neighbouring gossips, and all betook them- 
selves to hey liut.; j 

Oouraiiio was asleep, and awoke feverish and oii// 
of humour; but she was speedily washed, and dress, d 
in a nice little suit, and the brief and simple rites^of a 
Hindoo marriage went on. The wreaths were divided 
between the dog;.and tlie babe. Some khecr, rice and 
milk, which bad been cooked for the purpose, was 
taken out' of the pot, and Elatchie and Couranie were 
fUd Igy the name hand, and with the same shell spoon ; 
and they partook of tlie sweetmeats in the same man- 
ner. ifheir Yreaths were now exchanged — the (dosing 
and siguidcant part of the ceremony ; and thus was 
completed a marriage, whicdi was to last for 8(‘V(‘n years. 
At the end of this pi^riod, if Couranie lived, the union 
would be dissolved witli a similar ceremony, and a 
marriage contracted with a buman bridegroom of her 
own caste, 

This singular marrlagejs by no moans performed as 
a joke; but, on the coufrary, is eoiuiecfod with strong 
jreligiouB fetdings. So likewise i^.the iiunyng of ( hih Iren, 
who are frequently called after a god or goddess. 'J’he 
dog, ff chosen for the bridegroom on nuptial oeeasions, 
is not a sacred animal with the Hindoos, altliongh they 
seem favourably disposed towards the sju'cies. l)o‘;s 
abound in their villages, wdiere, without being the jn o- 
IHsrty of any • individual, they re<‘eive a small portion 
of every one’s food, left for them upon a plantain leaf 
outside tb© door or at the corner of the house. Tlie 
Pariah is, notwithstanding, geiu^rally speaking, n ghost- 
like, famished being, *bnt hunger and misery teach him 
intelligence. 

The Mohuntmedan population, on the contrary, espe- 
cially those who arc devout, hate doge's with a ivligions 
hatred, which is founded on the following legend : — 
Adam they say was made of clay, and the image laid 
out ill the sunshine to dry, iirevious to having t]»e 
spirit breathed into it by the Most High. In that stitiq 
the angel Gabriel usually ^kept watch over the inani- 
mate dust; but he discovered tliat, when despateheil on 
another holy missioUi the evil one, Ehlis. had takim 
advantage of his ahseneb, and to signify his hatred, 
spat uixm the future lord of creation. From this un- 
holy saliva Gabriel formed a dog, to stop the dark 
fiend in his mischief; and thus is the dog to this 
day ah unclean creature, and wherever his hair is slied 

no guardian angel k^ps tvatch. 

■ c ^ ■ 

RAMBLES IN SEARCH OF WILD Flit iWEItS. 

Many, very many ycafs had elapsed sirn^e I had been 
free to ramble unshackled over hill and «lale — years 
during which iriy time liad Iwen (xtcupied, and my health 
shaken, by attendance on ^e siek-lK^ds of those dearest 
to The; and wlicn an Inforvol of entire freedom from 
such duties o4;urr(.‘d, I gladly hailed the opportunity it 
offered mo of carrying a long-cherished sclieme into 
execution— no less than that of thoroughly exploring 
the neighhourliocxl in which 1 liad for some time resided, 
with a view to discover its hotauieal and floral ti*ea- 
sures, and to collect specimens for my herbal. 1 hopiMl 
tliat my health might be liencflted by the pleasant sort 

far nknU life I proposed, so J resolved not to rc'gard 
the clamour of ‘the world’s large tongue,’ but to roam 
freely at will over cliff and heath, salt marsh and bog, 
uAl to b|^ home as many basketfuls and haiulfiihs of 
ffoiriCrs iw and mosses and fungi, as I chose— 
hewing tllit the enjoy niAlt thus derived, and the benelit 
to mind and bodyiwhieh was likely to arise from such 
^xchirriohs, wonid amply compensate to me for any 
morfffleation I migbt experiexice iVom seeing the eyc .s 
of the gay sea-side ybdtos engaged in scanning my 


shitbhv^rcss, or^he soil^ ebocs with whicdi 1 iVe- 
quehdy^eturiied home, ^attd wondering what I could ))e 
goi^ do With ludi' huge bunches of ilowers us I 

scenes tf my triumph. 
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I ijotiuiical fcaearcli was certainly oj^ of my main 
I objects, but by no means the only pne I had in view ; 
te)r a love of form and cdlour — a delight in lowers for 
I fl^eir own sakes, for their perfume-, their beauty, and 
I tlit«io)oetical associations — matters wholly irrpspec-tive 
1 of s^nce, led to a craving desire to possess them) to 
collect not merely specimens to dry, but clusters of 
fresh blossoms which I might group iif niy v^cs, and 
with i^iicli I miglit decorate my rooms. I have always 
delighted in viewing nature in all lier different ^pl^cts, 
and this year especially I longed to ramble wliere 

‘ Along the crisped shades and bowers, f ■ 
Hcvels theg>ruce and jocund spring j* 

and groat indeed was the enjoyment with which I j 
cairied out my design ; and often since, when precluded 
by illness from similar pleasures during weeks* and ^ 
montliH of solitude and suffering, great has been tUpJ 
joy with which my mind has recurred to the remem- ] 
braiu’o of tliose varied and cheerful scenes, and unfail- 
ing have been the refreshment and delight so received. 

And now, if«^ny readers will allow themselves to be 
put (n rapport witli me, we will travel together through 
some of the sweet sylvan tracts through wliich I rambled. 
Jt was a day of unrivalled beauty, that sweet, sunny, 
A] n il day on which I started from my lioine. TJio scone 
of my exploits avjis the neigh hourliood of the pretty 
little village* of Iludleigh-Salterton, situated on the south 
coiist of .Devpii, at about three miles to the east <tf Ex- 
luonth — a locality which I would strongly recommend 
to the botanist as most prolific, comprising as it docs a 
greater variety of soil, and presenting more varied habi- 
tats for plants than any otlier part of llie coast with 
whicli I am ju;(iuiunted. Within a mile and a halt* of 
tlie villag ' li'ay bo found bogs, salt and fresh-water 
miirshes, ( lilfs, j ocks, woods, fields, and lanes, together 
vitli bigli ai d low pasture-lands and Iveaths, intersected 
by a multitude of clear brooks and streamlets, whoso 
hanks are always fertile places for the collector. There 
are, besidt‘s, little thickets lykig on the fivce of the lofty 
dills, and sloping to tlie sea, which produce a great 
variety of plants ; so tliat it may altogether be con- 
sidiTi cl as jui excellent botauisiug district. 'J'he broiid 
and open sea tianced gaily under the influence of alight 
bn*('Z(*,*Hnd its waves glittcre^l in the sunbeams, wliich, 
as ihe day advanced, warmeil the atmosphere almost to 
summer heat, wlieii, taking sop.e luncheon with me, I 
proeetded nj) the village street, along by4he rustling 
little brook wliich runs througli it, and oiler turning 
aside for a winutc to seek for and find the pretty little 
upriglit lanisewort {MOncJiki erec^a)^ which grows in n 
hy-Iane just off the road, I pursued my course up the 
bill to the open he-ath, gathering as 1 passi^ specimens 
of the gray-cup moss and white curled Lapland moss, 
wiiieh thiTc cover llie ground, arid inhaling the rich 
fragrance of tlie golden-blossomed gorso f 67c.r A«ro- 
p(f'os\ that gorgeous flow'cr, before whjiWi tlie great 
naturalist Liiinunis knelt in wonder and in worshii) — 
not of the flower, but of Him who had provided such a 
■'plenditl ornament to deck the commons and the hills 
for inau’s ilelight ! 

It is always pleasant to havte a definite object liefore 
one— a reason for turning one way instead of another 
-a. something to attain ,**it is good and pleasant in the 
grt*ater concerns of life, and so it is in flower-gathering. 
My object, then, on this occasion was to find the fertil<i 
»l>iko of the wood horse-tail (£^iiisetum s^hatiewH) in ^ 
its perfection. I know where tojieek it, for in the pre- 
ceding summer I had been tlio happK discoverer df a 
whole &rc8t of the graceful stetite spuces, so like little 
fir-trees of some ten or twelve inches in height ; and I 
now set forward with great glee to secit it in ftruit. So 
descending the hill, I pa|8 oi^bct^ii steep banks 
crowned with shiniag holly and ivy,* wfti anion^^t the 
roots of which Spring luany Mr i|>rlngfflowcrs, mixed ' 
with ferns, whoso#young froMs,; at season of the 


ycftt, ifres^t a liru)st singular appearance? beingjcurlcd 
upso iii lijj!^ one into the idea that the 

hedge with brown hairy caterpillars. The 

appearance of the large shield-ferns in tlie 

sming is ino^d roeftt curious, and, on examination, 
nA)st hi^ntifnl tlio closely - pompact cin cinate form 
into whicli the young leaflets are compressed, and the 
strong, vigorous upright of the rachis, or stalk, which 
supports tli^m all, densely covered with shining light- 
brown chat* is very striking ; and when, after a few 
day 8,^^ he apex, or point, droops, and they assume the 
' exact firm of asshepherd’s crook, it becomes even more 
fehiarkable, until by degrees the leaflets expand, and 
the common obs<u'ver recognises* the fern -leaf fully 
developed, and in Its usual sta te. I 

But wliat is that which slips from under my hand 
as I stoop to gatlBPi™ of them ? There it glides up 
lllgf hedge, its glutoriifg, many-coloured skin and zig- 
motion leaving no doubt that it is a common 
shhke, roused from basking in the sunsliine, and 
much more afraid of me than I of it. It is a com- 
mon notion l^at these snakes bite ; but it is not so : i 
they have no power to injure, and may be handled 
with impunity— the viper, frequently called the adder, I 
being thc^only kind of English snake wliich has veno- 
mous properties. Th^ sight of this reptile reminds 
me of an (xicasion wken, stooping t(? gather a flower 
on the edge of a cliff, niy fingtirs rested on one of 
that less liarmless kind, whose dark skin, and the 
yellow crescent-like mark on its head, marked that it j 
was indeed a viper. It darted rapidly down tlio preci- 
pice, leaving me, by the preserving mercy of Goil, | 
unharmed. I had, however, once the honour of hold- j 
iug one in my hand, the pet of a medical friend; but 
although ho had succeeded in extracting its fangs, he 
liad not ill eradiciiting a most detestable fetid tKlour^ 
which exhaled from its skin, and rendered it so 
sive, that I was glad speedily to resign the honour of 
bedng its nurse. — But to return to my walk. 

The hedge and bank oh citber side, and the trees above, 
are all / instinct with life,' and fidl of bright living crea- 
tures — bees, and many-coloured flics, and butterflies 
without end*; and there is one of the large giant dra- 
gon-flies darting arrow-like through the air, probably in 
pursuit of sonic poor little insect destined to become its 
prey ; and from time to time I see a little newt (An^uis 
fraffifis), commonly called thq bjlind-yronn (though not 
in reality blind), pursuing its sport among the tufted 
roots below ; whilst the jabbering of the young chaf- 
finches and liedgc - sparrows above, and the more 
tuneful notes of the thrush and the layk, and of tlie 
multitude of other choristers which salute the da,)% 
reiniud mo that it is not man alone who has the sense 
of enjoyment, or for man alone that the great Creator 
cares, but that lie ‘a// his works with mercy does 
embrace.’ d3ut on — on for the equinetum over that ] 
broken stile, with the old hollow tree to“thoVight, and I 
down the sloping meadow, I luisten; yet though now ! 
near the object of my search, I must linp^r a little to j 
examine that bit of bog, so rich in botanical treasures, ' 
and so bright with flowerli ; andphere I find clusters 
of the pretty bo" yiolol (^Viola palustris) lining tlm, 
hedge, and nestling on ■every bit of sunny liillock and 
rising bank, selecting just such situations in the bog 
as tlie swoct violet ( Viola odorata) would appropriate to 
itself in dryer pastures : an^ the growth and general 
character of the two plants ai*c similar ; ; but the jietals 
of Ijie bog species are shorter and rounder, the leaves 
I more ^dtfey-lliapcd, and the whole plant of % wore auc-^ 

I cul^ aivd, transparent appearance l^an Oiiy other 
speeto of viola. It is pretty tmd doHcote ; the lilac 
variety Is pf a paler hue than the pui|fle qrf the sweet 
|. violet^ apd sUiditly striated dee^r tlifit ; and the 

; whit® Vorifetir of a njpst :|iistj9ua5^3^ity but the 
I swedt perfdSe jvhich is foi^ tlMt congener, the 
viola is wholly both, and with it 
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the pbahant* and |K>eticd assoclattona 
around tlfe latter. I find hero also the pale 

butterM^rt ZitsiVaawja), Ite 

blolaoini of a JaJe lilac hue, raised on a ilifthi ;w>w^- 
etall^i l^h above the juiry eartH whence It aprinffii| 
: and w lookingf inuch aa -tf they 

had been an^ted witli some unguent, ab s^sy do they 
appear. Sheets of cotton-grass {Eriophorum angu$fu 
‘the wosl-bearer,'as its name sign^j^es— extend 
over the whole surface of the ground, their dense tufts 
of fibrous white cotton-like material dancing dn the 
light breeze wliicli wafts over them, alid presenting p. 
singular and beautiful appearance; whilst below the 
spikes of the yellow asphodel {Nar^,echm osaifragrum) 
are beginning to spring in every direction from the beds 
of white bog-moss (^J^hagnum fauar^oaum') which mat 
the ground. These beds of varied in tints 

from white to a most delicate green, ^and everywhere 
inlaid with the brilliant scarlet of the leaves of the 
round -leaved sundew (JOrosera rotundifolia), and the 
deeper red of the long-leaved variety (Droaera longt- 
folia), which, tliough not yet in bloom, exhibit, as they 
at all times do, that distinctive beauty from which they 
get their name. On every hair of the multitudes which 
’ stud the surface of the whol§ plant, hangs< a drop of 
dew, which glltV^Vs like a diamond in the beams of 
the Bull — and this carpet of mots and sundeAv will be 
in a little time more brilliantly beautiful than it is even 
now; for then the clear rose-pink of the bog pimpernel, 
now scarcely visible, with its delicate pinnate leaves of 
the tendcrest green, will be spreading in every direc- 
tion between and under the moss, and intersecting it 
everywhere. In June, the marsh arrow-grass (TW^fo- 
chin pal^tre) msiy he found here, as may the sea arrow- 
gross (71 maritimum) in the salt marsh on the other 
li^lc of the village. 

The neighbourhood of this spot is in itself attractive, 
independent of its botanical stores, and possesses a 
charm in the exquisite untrpdden freshness of all 
around, and the air of extreme seclusion wliich pre- 
vails: here 

* The birds their, quire appb^—airs, vernal airs 
Breathing the smell of field and grove^ attune 
The trembling TeaViei ;’ 

and a spirit of rustic tranquillity prevails, which, to- 
gether with the mosaic under-foot, where flowers 

^Broidered the ground, more coloured than with stone 
Of costliest amblciu,’ 

would ravish And delight the surprised inhabitant of a 
city who should suddenly be transported to it, reveal- 
ing to Ills astonishexl gaze a^scene far different from 
those which meet Ins eye in the Exchange or crowded 
mart where tlie business of life usually finds liim. It 
is a sweet' spot. To the right lies a rising gronnd, 
richly through which rushes a noisy little 

brook, widening at its foot into a limpid stream, sweep- 
ing the meadow below. To the left lies the hamlet 
oif Upper Knowle, with its pleasant farms and home- 
steads ; and before you, beyond the strip of hog, is a 
street fair meadow, absolutely enamelled with flowers, 

* Which, not nice cut 

In beds and curious shoots; but Natifte boon . 

Poured forth profuse/^ 

and tlm cte^-flowi^ brook before named coursing 
along tho to^er part, , beneath oaks and teeches of lofty 
growth beauty* It is a loveljPsceno, and 

my very think of its beauty^ buf. 

it lor the meadow being 

0 ^|K>sed%My |9 unstable foot- 

gwnip. of fio^wers 

^ a^tli^ I the ocud #fiter gu^4mt the foot 

on s^#sif34ookiug 
me another li^ cd/ 


the most lovely not always the most tffist worthy \ 
Such milk-wort vulgaris) as grows here I . 

never befifre sav — sapphire} pearl, amethyst, piiilp^ 
topaz, all might find tlieir match in colour; hero 
there are intermixed with polentilla and torm^^iiia, 
primroses, orchises, and hyacinths, of such varied hues, 
and ia, such imlth and glory of blossoming, as I never 
befbro saw assembled on any one B]X)t. On riirough 
the swe^ scene I wend my way, selecting from its 
ato||[i2Sd^ill^y hands and my tin-casc fill so fast, that I 
am g]^ to fix on a spot which lies higli and dry under 
the 8i^udc*of a spreadmg tree, and there to deposit my 
load to awaft my return, and then to proceed over tlio 
rugged stile to the right in sea^h of the equisetum: 

. but alas t alas! here, too, is delusive footing; for the 
moment I touch the ground, away go both foot sliding 
on the slippery mud ; and, after two or throe staggering 
efifbrts to save myself, in I go, both feet into such a hod 
of mire, as readies well nigh to my ankles I Byt what 
do I mind that ? There, close before me, stand armies of 
my expected treasurcB ; tmd I have only to stagger out 
as I staggered in, and iiosscsl mysolft of the l)rilliaiit ! 
greon spikes which spring up on all sides amidst the i 
marshy ground. | 

The order cquisctaccoe is allied to the Alices or \ 
ferns; but it is in many respects quite diasiniilar: it ; 
is very peculiar in its structure; and from the circuin- j 
stance of the fertile stalk appearing at a dilTbrent ■ 
season ftom tlie sterile, and the former being in most I 
species of a less striking appearance than the latter, it ; 
is so little generally known or noticed, that a slight ! 
sketch of its history and characteristics may not be out I 
of place. There are many English species of this genus ; | 
the largest of them, the grciat water horsetail (Et/uisetum ' 
JhmaHle), may probably, in its sterile spike, have at- | 
tracted the notice of many who have been much in the j 
country. It aboimds in moist places, growing to fhc 1 
height of from two to tour feet, and throwing out frou’ I 
an upright rigid stem from ten to twelve whorls ol' j 
bristle-like leaves, which* spring frgm the articulations ‘ 
of the joints of the sTtom. Tliese joints, wliich occur at ! i 
regular intervals, are vdothed with a sharply-tootlu d :j 
sheath, which is edged with intense black, the rest of j 
the stem and sheath being of a tender green, and the 
leaves (or brandies, as they arc called) of a* deeper 
hue. The whole plant is something like a bottle- 
brush, and very singular and noble -looking. This 
species fortas a fair typo of tlie whole tribe. The 
fertile stems in all the species apjiear, and in gcmcral 
ix^rish, before the sterile rise above Tlie grouiifl ; 
and the difference between them is very markctl. 
The fertile stem is succulent and brittle; it springs 
very rapidly, and perfectly upright, from the eartii ; 
is ieaficss, and in general of a pale salmon or brown- 
ish hue, some of the species being more or less 
tinged witll a soft green. It is striated and iiointcd 
like the ban’on stem, and the articulations clothed in 
the same manner with a sheath, the colouring and «Jeu- 
ticulation of which varies with the species. The snni- 
mit of the stem is crowned with n dense spike or calkin, 
composed of many ttngular, stalked scales, which bear 
at the back from four to seven oblong cells, each con- 
taining many minute seeds, the hei^t of the fertile 
spike being from four to teli incbM, and that of the 
sterile from eight inches to four feet, according to the 
Species. The cuticle of all the equisetaco© contains a 
siliceous earth for polishing wood and metals, of which 
a l^go quantity is imported from Holland. 

Tfie order talaijs its name from equua, a horse, and seta, 

■a bristle. Humboldt speiks of a species of tree tiommoii 
in^ustralia and Tasmania (the castmma), the branches 
of which resemWe ^o^uisetum ; but in England it is a 
genti^standing mbne, and without congeners, the ferns 
being the nearest of its allies. Should any of my 
readers, who have noticed the large brushlike spike 
whkdi I have described, go in April*‘to the spot where 
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in the preceding summer he has fou-nd it, he will be 
^ greatly surprised at the odd, coloured 

^kthings which ho will st% starting flpom the bare earth, 
Without a leaf, and about the thickness of his finger at 
tli^pp, and from four to six inches in height, which 
is ^ tliat he will find where lie used to gather the 
noble stem, of which he will see nothing more than 
mere rudimentary beginnings. If the Soil is jiot very 
wet, he will possibly finil a smaller speciefl 
nrvense)y tlie field horse-tail, domesticated witl% In 
July, the hog horse-tail (i?. palusire) may be ae^ in 
most boggy ground, differing, however, frotf mosf 
other species in having both barren ancf fertile stems 
branclied ; so that the former are iir all respects like the 
latter, except that the apex of the fertile is formed a 
small dark-brown catkin, of wliich the sterile is devoid. 
The fertile spike of my elegant little favourite, A?. syZ- 
vaticum^ is also slightly branched ; for as the catlotti'i 
matiufes, a fringe arching over like a canopy, of a most 
vivid green, is thrown out from the joint next below 
it; and the rest of the plant being of a delicate semi- 
transparent ffi'sh cololir, tinged with a clear apple 
green, whilst the effect of the wliolc is increased the 
(■on trust ufibrded by the dark -brown which edges the 
sheath, the plant forms altogether at tliis season a most 
lovely o])ji‘ct, and one highly calculated to adorn a 
(lrawiiig-ro(UU table, and worthy of being placed in a 
lady’s most elegant vase. , 

How many of God’s wonderful works are unknown to 
an ' unappreciated by man hecauso they are not ‘sought 
j out’ by liiin ! How rich are the regions of earth, and air, 
and sea, i u varied wonders, all retlecting glory and honour 
Oil ‘ the great Workmaster,’ and calculatc<l to give de- 
light to his creatures, but how' comparatively few are 
I there win ■ really ‘ take pleasure therein I ’ I have often 
! felt sorry ( • ^ S‘:'e how 1 i ttle effort is m Jide to lead the minds 
i of th(' you;:g to an interest in such pursuits as tend to 
! a knowledge and love of nature and natural objects, 
i Much time is spent in learning music; whilst the rich 
! harmojiy which God has obtained for man — the har- 
mony of w'Mtcr, and birds, and iTisects, tlic deep music 
■ to b(^ heard floating through the bnuichcs of the lofty 
tixHS', aud breathing like the tones of harxis amid the 
herbs and lowly bush(‘s— is unheard, or fall unhoeded 
j on the unt utored car ! The languages of foreign lands 
j arc painfully ai.*ciiiired, whilst the pure living language, 

1 full of poetry and instruction, wdiidi is uttered by the 
fields and groves, the flowers, aud the dewt which mois- 
ten them, is to many a dead and unknown tongue ! 

] Again, ho^ many w ill travel half over the world, aud 
I spend life and fortune in studying amid the galleries of 
j art, whilst nature ^of wdiich art can bo at best but the 
; shiidowO, with its depth of colouring and its perfect 
! unity ainl kcAiphuj^ is unc^are^for and imnoticed ! There 
I is nothing which opens the eyes to the beauties of 
nature so much as a love of the God o^nature. Tlie 
Cliristian feels with the Italian poet Fili^ga — 

I ‘ Thus if we see a hill, or vale, or mount, 

Or shining river, or translucent fount, 

On ( lod the eye is fixed, althj^ugh it seem 
To rest but on that vale, or fount, or stream ! , I 

And the full sun utters in praise of Him | 

The ardent, eloquci4 languogp pf its rays; 

And the deep torrent, foaming to the brim, 

And thp wind’s siphlngs, all ore to His praise. ^ 
Each tree loves Him, and that hanhonious bird, 
Whose deep poetic warbling^ oft are heard, 

Passing from branch to branch in praise alway,» 
love thee^ God — I love thee 1 ” feems to say.* 

I was now at leisure, having seared my priz«, to! 
examine the little emdosure in wldch I stood, aiw|^ 
mark game for a f\itura daj? and^so to jmther a 
handful of the creamy primroses and sweet bine hya*- 
ciuths w'hlcli grew* profusely around me; to watch the 
little fairy dragon-flies with tiny bodies, solno 


a 2 nire-blue, some scarlet, which seemed to Ining sus-' 
ponded ^0^^^ as if by some magic ^wer, their 

wings exquisitely airy and fragile in their 

fabric aSi to be, when in motion, quite invisible ; and 
*e little thread-lilfe bodies, sustained by their rapid 
vibrations, a^qpoar as if they were without wings. I 
now foun(Pirt embryo that which a few weeks after I 
sought and found in fruity the beautiful flowering-ferns 
XOsmunda Y^galis) ; but as tins jpaper has already 
stretched beyond' the limits I had intended, I shall 
leave the description of that tiff a future time, when I 
»lu>po te conduct my friends to another ^int, and shew 
them what the bogs are like in J^y. 

• 

— 9 

A FACTOID FARM-STEADING. 


An interesting alcourj was lately given in the ‘Times’ 
lijiwspaper of pertain improvements which have been 
oi^cted in a farm establishment at a place called 
Patrington, in the East Hiding of Yorkshire ; and we 
notice the si^bject in order to make more widely known 
what may be done to render the practice of agriculture 
conformable to an exact and economic, and, it may be 
added, profitable, manufacture : — ‘ At Patrington the in- 
ffhcnce of capital and ^he energy of the manufacturers 
[ have converted the quiet of a retiree^ rural town into a 
scone of bustling indfstiy. Some three years ago, about 
1000 acres of laud hero were purchased by Mr W. 
Marshall of Leeds. He instantly began the work of 
improvement, and neilffy tho whole estate has already 
been tile-drained under the superintendence of Mr Parkes. 
About eighteen months ago the foundation of a new and 
extensive suite of farm-buildings was laid. The whole 
is now completed, and occupied by stock, while the barn 
is flanked by a goodly row of large wheat - stacks, the 
produce of the farm. Straight lines of well-made roa(l| 
lead to the different fields, and give easy access for geiffffig 
home the crops and taking out the manure, A steam- 
engine of eight horse-power occupies the centre of the 
barn, within whose capacious roof are fitted (by Crosskill 
of Beverley), in different compartments, every imaginable 
machine for converting the corn and vegetable produce 
of the farm^ito food for the sustenance of man and beast. 
The thrashing-machine thrashes and dresses the corn, and 
then delivers it in the granary, where it is either stored 
or passed to the grindiug-lofb, whence it descends to the 
lower storey, after being ground and dressed, and is there 
received in sacks, and packed aside as flour ready for the 
baker. From the end of the thrariiing-nmchlnc the 
straw is carried by an endless web to another*oft, where 
it is passed through the chaff-cutter, and reappears below 
as chaff. Other machines, conTeniently*arranged, break 
beans and oats for the horses, oilcake for the cattle, and 
linseed for mixing with the cut chaff. The root-house 
is situated at one end of the under storey, opening by 
large doors to the farm road, through which the roots 
are storedr Elevators, moved by the steam-engine, lift 
these rapidly up to a turnip-cutter, pliSfecKSf gueix a 
height that the cut turnips fall into a truck, whence they 
are conveyed on a railway throughout the whole of the 
feeding-houses. A difi!erent compartment contains the 
cooking apparatus, iirhere, by ^eam from the boiler, 
cooked food of various kinds is prepared for the pigs 
and other farm Stock. • tlnderground is a great arched 
tank, into which all the rmn water that falls oh the 
building is Ainveyed by spouts, and pipes. From this 
the engine feeds itself with water, and likewise pumps 
Up water to a tank on thS highest port of the barn, 
Whence it supplies by pipes all the diATeteht 4i?tslW 
tbl iarm|buitdings ; and, in case of flre^ could 
tu^ed to good account. To another 
close contiguity to this, the engine thi liquid 
.manure of the fann, whkh can 
gutta-percha hose, be dispeVsed over 4he Um 
^^he\^e^ie4^uses ^ situated iu *paiW41ei liues^ at lumt 
imimar oomfortable 

p hdx, ill with a luphly^ water in ope 

comer, ^Ih^ainange^ itsfoddilh the other. J^ween 
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erery fii/w of cattle railway is placed, on yraich 

tho trucks *witU their food are ewiiy pushed jdottg* ^ A 
coyeied inanurcrpt| receives the dung, when It is earned 
from the cattle ^ind protects it from the ifidueuce of 
rain and weatKeri. The mode of cifitivation to be here- 
aRer adopts on the farm we did not learn, as, in ,t£ 
absent of the inanagcr, there w'as no one % coinmuui- 
eate such inforiiiation ; but as tbe same Spirit and energy 
trill no doubt be manifested in the field, it will soon be 
necessary to pack*the animals more closelyttogcUier in 
the .cattle-boiiscs, as the green crops of a farm of this 
extent, if principally consumed at honiCj^wUl suffice for 
three times the number of animals for which nccom« 
modation is now piwvided* By converting tho boxes 
into stalls, the room at present occ^ded % one will 
sufhco for three ; and, as all other arrangernCMits may 
remain unchanged, the charge will then fall 

lighter on each. At the cntnvnccf^ tw' farm, Mr Arthur 
Marshall of Leeds has erected cxtensii^ works for tho 
rotting and scutching of flax. In these he at present 
manuiactures tho crop of 300 acres, but the works arc 
. sufbeient for 600. The farmers of Uoldeniess, how’cver, 
do not seem to go very readily into flax*' culture, and 
Mr Marshall is therefore oblig^ to hire tlic land, sow 
the seed, provide people to weed and pull the crop, and 
the farniei' then carts it to the works, wJiere it«is stacked 
till required. For the use of the land Mr Marshall pays 
L.fl an acre, the farmer undergoing no risk of failure of 
crop, and no outlay for seetl or labour. The average 
yield of dressed flax per acre is five hundredweight, at 
present worth 70s. a hundredweight, besides two quarters 
of seed, worth 60s. a quarter. Tho employment given 
in these works, uiul in the extensive improvements at 
the farm, has raised tbe rate of wages for men, women, 
and childron, in tlie parish of Patrington, from twelve to 
fifteen per cent, above that of the surrounding district.’ 


THE OLD COUPLERS NEW YEAR. 

‘ A GLAD New Yeah to thee, my love, I am alive to say. 
Though, husband, forty years ago this was our wedding- 
day ; 

And hope and purpose gave our lives, that day whereon 
we look 

As the illumined title-page of a most pleasant book. 

* Oh, who could know the girlish bride or stately bride- 

groom now, 

With the travel-soil of forty years upon each withered 
brow k 

But tc our eyes are beautiful grey hairs or wrinkles 
either — ^ ' 

Time's notches wherewithal to mark how long we*vc been 
together. 

* So long! my Anger shriiikcth from the ring that sealed 

the vow — 

Mavbe tl^^hjj^rt hath sent it word it needs no symbol 
*^now: 

But the long swelling sum of years is pleasant in our 
sight, 

For they arc but the witnesses to Trove’s exceeding might, 

• ‘ • 

^ Love taught our hearts the music first to which our days 
went by, • 

And though to graver measure set, keeps up the melody. 
From our fireside we backward look, and Teel our hearts 
the while 

Still quiver to a meny thought— wo ’re not too eld to 
enfile. ' w * 

* With Memoiy^ uiooiiljgbt stim through the mta 

■the past, 

We ^e what pastures greipi were ourt, what gardens on 

|pi4^^ee|:strugglmg, 

-gold, ft . ■'V'-' 

d iinged^liit was itself 


* God gave our li^timc, like the year (still c<(ual in Ilis\ 

ways), , 

Spring for Its winter, dawp fon night, and Sabbaths for^ 
work-days: /' 

Nay, ev*ry day its blessing had ; and as wo’vo older gi’OjJp, 
Love hath wellnigh filled up the years with epochs ^^its 
o^n. 

c 

‘For glad-birthda 3 's, and bridal-morns, the brightening 
reasons strew, • 

And^if^iaBdays— 'Love’s calendar hath its eclipses too. j 
Two brby-girls went back to God ; niid one fair son beside, 
vVho tne talljieights of manhood reached, looked out on 
life, and died. ' 

* I’heir lot that seemed so gloomy once, seen through a , 

mist of tears, 

As we come nearer in a clear and lovely light appears ; 

And to revive old joys again, our children’s childreit rise : 
How dear tliat sound of tiny feet, that flash of Joyful 


‘ And c/cn on the grave’s low Idgc shatl Love’s sweet 
1 flowers abide, 

And with their riclily-perfumcd breath, its earthy savour 
hide. 

God turns another leaf of life ; His hand thereon is pbiccvl, 
And but a single line at once lie Buffers to be traced. 

* Oh M^ich is marked M jirst to fall ? But when the call 

is given, 

Love’s silver cord wiy stretch to earth, ai^d draw tho iast 
to heaven. 

Our length of labour was the same, and so should I'C mir 
rest : 

He will not keep us long apart who knows our natures 
best. 

* We turn on the receding years a calm and cheerful eve, 
And looking forw’ard — God be i>i'ai8cd ! — our hope is full 

and high ; 

But this day comes a| some old friend whoso face wo Vc 
glad to see ; 

And so, dear love, with 'hll my heart, “ A Happy New 
Year” to thee !’ K, A. (•. 


CUKKIXO OT6TKRS. 

By a trcivi'y made between England ami France in 
]U3fl, it was agreed that the ocean within the coaBis of 
botli couniries should be considerffd as belon^fing to both, 
with the exception oQ, tho coasts between .Tersey and 
France, where a line had been drawn, beyond which, on 
either side, the fishermen of the respective nations were 
not to oncroxicli. A multitude of cunning oysters, taking 
advantage of the neutral ground, have made their bed 
exactly upon the line; and as they are »)f excellent 
quality, the Amptatiou is too strortg for the tishermen 
on both sides. They are continually encroaching on 
each other’s ground. The consequence has been that 
several French fishermen have been taken and fined by 

the English, and several English by the French. 

a 

thansfokmatiok of a kamk. 

Jn ^Tr Crewe’s wosk on Central America, a cunmis 
instance is given of the transformation of a name. * lkli/-c 
fl^Tivcs its name friwn a Scotch buccaneer ^ho first used 
tlie harbour as a hidingplace nearly a century ago ; arid, 
Stnmge as it may appe^, the word Belixe is a corruption 
of Wallace, the name of this frcebqoter, which by English 


writers was written Wallis, and by the Spanish 
andL then Balls, which was finally modified \ 
j^igliih U Belixe, pronounced Beleexe^* 


tne Spanish Valii*, 
modified ny the 


FiibUshil by W. Xi K. Ch AMS aas* lliXh ^^troot. ISdinburgh. Abo 
solftliy B, N. Cham asiis, 80 Antylo fltreot, OlHSgow ; W. 8. omj , 
^leen Comer, tibitdon; and J. M'Glashah, 50 lJn»r 
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WilEUE IS Tin: GERMAN FATHERLAND ? 
Tjik iiatuniiil song was nevcT more gaily and liopofully 
sung tlian by a party of young lads, wlio, in the yeijr 
18111, sallied forth from tlie small Hanoverian town of 
Wunstorf, and t()bk the rSarl to Ilainhurg. 'Tliey were 
all fnrnislied with tlic knapsack and staff of the w^&n- 
doring handicraftsmen of Germany, and were respect- 
ably attired in frock-coat and cap, wdth a well-filled 
tobacco-pouch dangling from their necks, and a pipcj of 
formidable dimensions in their hands. Some friends 
neeompanied them a little way out of the town,* but 
these dropped off one by one, and at lengtii the travel- 
j lers tbnnd themselves alone, with IheAvorld before them- 
! It Avas then the song hurst forth from their young 
I hearts; alrhough at first tlie voices of some may have 
I been unsteiidv, and the eyes dim Avith tears wbich 
! looked al<»n,; tV.e vista of the future. * I 'iris ist dts 
il Ikiitiicltrn VV' ivnd f Is it Prussia, or Saxony, or the 
j I Kliinehijid, or the Helt, or Bavaria, or Styi ia, or Austria, 

; or the 'Tyrol*:*’ and at each ciucstion came the reply, 
i with a wild swell — * 

• 

I ‘ Neh), iiein, nein, neiu, . 

I j Soya Vaterland muss Aveitcr seyn I’ 

I No, no, no, no, wider — wider is tlie Fatherland: till at 
I length the conclusion was delivered in a solemn and 
I impassioned sweep — ‘ ^^^»e^ever the German Longue is 
; spoken, wherever it sings hymns to God in lieaveii, 

■ I il ;d, jmhle German, is thy Fatherland ! ’ 'The young 
I men, therefof*, in leaving Hanover, w'ere not leavitig 
their home ; fur every wliere tlieir native tongue made 
nnisie in their ears, and brouglit with it assurance of a 
eountry. 

One of the travellers wa§ a lad of sixteen, ca^V‘d 
dohn Henry Louis llanemaii; and his fortunes being 
of a very peculiar, iliougli not, in tlie ordiiliiry accep- 
tation of the term, romantic cliaracter, to liim wc will 
' online our attentiiin,. Of the rest, some, after an ahseiice 
I of diree years, iirescribed by the custom of their trade, 
returned to Hanover to commence business on their own 
account at home ; others yielded to the attractions they 
met with beyond the fronty.*rs, and fouml there an abid- 
ing place and a continuing city : fmt the detneion of 
llaiiemau wasjnot left to his owm inclination. 

His business in the world Avas to make bread -not 
figuratively but literally: be Ava% by trade a baker; 
and in the great city of Hamburg ho CfiKXitcd to fiful 
ample scftpo for liis industry. A rosidenco of ten ycyirs 
>vas requisite to enable him to obhiin tJic right f)f 
anttlemciit ; but this was of litt^ monymt to a lad of 
sixteen, and he cheerfully setved one master, uiidflhea 
another, as apprentice, till he completed thirteen years, 
and had attained tl|i|^ ripe age of twenty -nine. During 


this space, ho\vcvcj£^j^%Ud not neglect his duties, or 
his riglit£H Tis a fl^Ianoverian subject. He re- 
ttthiiMt to his own country at the proper times, to fulfil 
the term of military service imperative upon all Ger- 
mans; and found himself, as we have said, in liis 
twonty-iiinth year, and in a lair position to begin the 
Avorld on hi.s own account. 

llanemau liad his dreams and his ambitions: he 
Avould be not only a baker, but a commission -m(?r- 
ebant. Hancman, nioipovcr, w as in fovc : be Avould 
have a Avife to sit in his parlour, or servo in Ids shop ; 
and tlicn lie Avould go on baking Ins bread, s('lling his 
goods, and seeing bis Children rise about his knees, 
and he Avould wax in fortune, and llonrish even like a 
young bay-tree. 

It Avas in tlie year 1832 Avbon all this AA’as to begin; j 
and his first step was to oldain permission from the j 
town wliero he had passed his youth in learning how 
to bake, to omidoy his aequiiemeuts in its servii^ 
Neither in the free city of Hamburg, nor in an)’’ other 
free city, may a man presume to buy or sell for his 
owm and the public good AA'itliout going through cer- 
tain preliminaries Avhich cost money. Hancman Con- 
templated payj|^ng the usual fine or fee ; but it was also 
necessary tliat he should obtain a legiliuiation-cortill- 
j catc Iroin bis natiA'o stale. Tills I’lHiuired additional 
outlay, and, a\ hat he grudged more, time ; and lie 
therefore, most unluckily, listened to the suggestion of 
a friend, avIio lliouglit that there avouIU he no griait 
harm in his using the corresponding pujicrs of a de- 
ceased brother. For the sake of expedition, rather than 
from any otlier cause, he iire.sented tliestf as liis own 
papers, and thus entered Upon ihe rights of citizenship 
ill Hamburg. 

'I'lie cheat was soon discovered, and Ilaneniaii calh!d 
to an accouiik lie Avas guilty, tluTC could be no doubt ; 
but tlie trespass Avas consiilered venial in a'^ottiTg man 
Avlio had resided in the city since liis boyhood, and 
Avhose character Avas Avell known. 'The police authorities, 
therefore, let him gentl}" dowm, and an admonition Avas 
probably all the chastisement liis flniirudence receiv(‘d 
on this occasion. •But the police is a practical Iwdy 
which looks at jiersons and things as they are, wdiilc 
! the senate deal^more in abstractions. The senate Avas 
liscandaliscd at the csdape of jlaiiciiian ; and in order 
to vififlicute the sanctity of its justice, it had the 
offender arrested, deprived of his rights of qitizefi, and 
iiunt^ out%if Trambiitg. This Avas a tertible reverse 
qf fofFnno to the ambitiouvs baker. It (Kteurred in 
autumn, and as he Avent forth, a banished man, the 
fields were alive Avith the peasantry bringing in, with 
songs and joy 0^'* erics, the harveft in winch he had. 
hoped his oWn ov<m was to sl\;irc. 

He proceedcil, however, to Hamelin, wdiero ho* 
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obtaiiaeH' his military discliarge, the certificate of his 
birth, onSl authority to travel as a joun^yman. He 
was now in possession of his own papers, and the senate 
of Hamburg iitould doubtless be satisfied. It was 
a terrible lesson he liud been* taught : but it was 
over. His jdans were not dani^d by what had 
occurred, for ho was well known in the city, and his 
fraud, as the law termed it, was not more heinous than if 
he had carried furtively a bottle of brandjjin his pocket 
through the barrier. He reached Hamburg, therefore, 
in good spirits : but he had reckoned without his host. 
He wiis no sooner recognised on the street tllan he.'v^aS 
arrested, iind sent J)ack as a prisoner to Hanover. 

Hanoman was coufounded: buV his fatherland was 
not Hamburg, for the German ton^ie followed him in 
I his exile. Exile? A man Qgg^li^rdly be said to be 
exiled io Ids own native stawTllitd turning round he 
shook his clenclied hand at the Eihe City, and said 
with Coriolanus — ‘ I banish you ! ’ His industry, his 
talents, his acquired knowledge, he w’’ouUi transfer 
to Hanover, and i)erhap8 might himself flourish but 
little the less for tVie change. He forgoV, however, tliat 
lie noM^ made his reappearance among his countrymen 
in the diameter of an outcast rejected by another 
state : Hanover refused hiiq a settlement?^, she would 
grant no rights of citiziuiship to one who had applied 
for the same right elsewhere f and Ilanernan, liardly 
knowing whither to betake himself, repaired to Altona. 

Here, with a sinking heart, he iiroducod bis own 
pupt?rs ; a!id he could hardly credit his good fortune 
wlien he found liiinself accepted. He began a com- 
mission business ; but unluckily it had some connec- 
tion witli hib neighbours of Hamburg, wliich obliged 
him to visit that city. In November 1833 he w-as 
recognised on the street, arrested, and fined. On the 
..^(jtb of Marcli following, he was agi.uii arrested, fined, 
and sent back to Altona ; the publicity of the trans- 
portation bringing to the knowledge of the authorities 
Ijis fatal delinquency, upon which he received a severe 
reproof from the president of the town-council, not 
lor tlic fraud, but for the concealment. 

After this Hamburg so far relaxed as to iiennit Ills 
business-visits during the daytime, although ho w'as 
not allowed to remain within her precincts at night ; 
and now Ilanernan, enjoying a breathing spjice till 183’.), 
embarked in a respectable business in the wdne-coin- 
rnission trade, visited his cfaistituents at Oporto, and 
bogan to hold up his head in the world. 

And tlren came back his dreams of domestic dignity, 
and he detennined to choose a wile. He did so pru- 
(li iUly. Ifis lady-love was not a penniless damsel, 
hut the rosy-checked hostess of a Hambiu'g tavern; 
ijiul on his return from Oporto the betrothal took plai:e, 
which we may exi)bun is a religious and legal ceremony, 
making a very near approach to downright niatriuiony. 
Sancti^cd l:>y the customary feelings of liis country, 
Uanem^n *weiit to live in the house of his bride, to 
whom for two months he prover^ useful assistant, 
tinfmtunately, a merry -inakiiig 'OTTriod beyond the 
bounds of temperance led to a quarrel between the pair. 
The lady deserted her house, Raving it to Haneman, 
who had no other idea than to conduct the business till 
his beloved should return. * Here, however, he was 
destined to put himself again in, suspicious circum- 
»ta)ices. (/hange l>eing required ^ a valuable coin 
presented by a customoTr Ilaneinan could onlv obtain! 
wtiat was wanted by brciiing ojjen the l>ox containing 
the money of thn concern. Tnis, we presume, Ixjtsothal 
did not csxact^^tit^^ do. OA tld; complaint 

of the guariiaas/ nf his bej^othed, he was talRn 
apd exaipliied M the police, who handed him over to 
fihn an||j|initie3^ Alton% iHth^ n friepdly suggestion 
to that it the 

wine-agt^t b( idpife of (dUi^ship. Tlie 
responded couitebusly to «thir'hint, and hot 
it to the letter, bijt had Ihe liberalityjto 


pronounce upon him, in addition, a senteiifce of haiiisl^- 
ment from Altona. • 

Whither was he now to g& ? Where was he to soo'i 
his iktherland ? He knew hut of one place, and tjiat 
was the nearest. It is true, for a period of eigim^^arB 
(from 1833 to 1840) every visit he hod paid ^ Ham- 
burg was followed by some disjistcr; but there only 
was he known, there only had he friends, comrades, 
a^uaintanccs. Perhaps his fair hostess had repented 
ofjiqp anger — perhaps her^^guardians nlone had been 
severe. Haneman clung to the social sympathies. He 
waAlike a bird turned loose from a balloon into tlie 
.desert air, ?ind which ])refer8 returning to its prison to 
encountering tlie unknovTi terrors of that slioreless 
gulph. He went straight to Hamburg, though with fid- 
tcring steps and a trembling heart — whose prophecies 
were fulfilled tlie moment he entered the city. He 
was arrested on the 8th April, and sentenced to eight 
days* impriBonment, with hard labour. , 

, This was bad enough ; but when the puniabment 
was over, and he was turned out of prison, tlie autlio- 
ritics were ao good as to dtiign no •farther notice of 
him. He remained, therefore, in Hamburg till July in 
the following year, wlicn he was again arrested iind 
condemned, for his audacious contumacy, to six ^^'ueks' 
imprisonment, relieved, week about, Mutli the varieties 
of idleness and the treadmill. After this lie was handed 
back, in September, to Altona ; but the pre sident tlierc, 
though willing, as wo have seen, to shew any reasonable 
courtesy to the neighbouring state, did not understand 
such liberties, an(> returned liim at onct' like a shuttle- 
cock. The senate of Hamburg was at a loss what to df». 
They shut him up in prison as a matter of course, and 
then opened a corrcBpondeiicc with Hova, Ins birtliidaee, 
and with Wnnstorf in Hanover, tlie pbuio of his appren- 
ticcsliip ai)d eoivfiniiation, to find out if possible wh:.t 
claims lie bad upon them. He had no claims. All l.:id 
been forfeited by his citizenship elsewhere ; and in tlie 
beginning of 1842 ]\c was once more escortcMl across tit 
frontier, and set down ift the di.strict of Altona. But 
Altona was detcrmfiicd. She .sent him hack again im- I 
mediately; and Hamburg put Ivim into her liouse ol' 
correction fur eight days, with the treochnill cverv 
second day, and then chased him out of her bound.' i 
into the world at large. | 

By tliisS time Haneman wa-s getting w*'aried an') ; 
dogged. He did not go far. Why should he ? Wh.u i 
was one pkice to him more tlian another? ratherland ! 
When* was his fatherland ? If it was not llamhiirg, or 
llnnover, or Altona, liow could it be territories he had 
n(‘ver sesen, and whe^e he di<l not know a human l>eing ? 

‘ Wlicrever tlie GiTinan language w^as heard,’ the song ' 
answered, ‘and wherever it sung hymns to God in ■ 
heaven!’ That W7is a lie; for he lieard it t'ViTy da}, 
and cvtTywdiero he went, Inith in hymns and curses. 
Was this lus fatherland where he now wandered? Jt 
could not Db, for surely liis fatherland would not give 
him a stone when he cried for bread ; aud here, after 
a little while,, he w as without money, or food, or sliclter. 
He returned to Hamhurg. 

In HaTiiburg hc^lay in jail till tlio 10th of Mari;h, 
and was tlien conveyed across the Hanoverian frontier, j 
At Stade the outcast was laid hold of and lodged in 
prison till the authorities •should l)e able to make 
inquiry respecthig liim, by opening a cori'espondenco 
with Hamburg ; and the result w^as that^ Tiy the end of 
the month, there arrived an order from the Hanoverian 
minister directing Haneman should be sent to 
A^itona. So s^d, so done : but being found there on 
the 26th of April by his old Mend, the preaidont, be i 
was punished with twenty-five ^ows of tlie stuk for ' 
having been transported by Hanover. From Altona be ■ 
was sent cscofted iifto th^ Hamburg bounds, Mdicrc ho ■ 
was^instantly arrested. Tliib time the senate deter- 
mined tp transport liim beyond seas for his repeated i 
‘contumacy in returning from banisimicnt J 
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Wlien Hiheman was lying in jail, i^widering on his 
*extriM)rdinary fortunes, a^d endeavouring, jjerhaps, to 
i^call to his conscience what honiblo crime it was 
had made him an outcast among men, a light 
broittji suddenly through the bars of his prison, which 
made\;ven his overwearied heart leap in liis bosom. 
It was accompanied by cries, shouts^ scream#, the 
hoarse roar of multitudinous voices, and the noise of 
many thousand feet rushing along the streets. ®en 
the prison was opened, and the inmates turned firSi to 
fare as they might. Fire was before and around lhan 

1 —nothing but fire. Hamburg was blazing like a fuSeral- 
I pile, and its inhabitants flying in all directions. ITcro 
! was exci tement for Hancraan. Wliy should he fly ? Wliat 
)iad lie to lose in the flames ? There was work forward. 

; Work ! He liad not worked for — be knew not how long. 

1 1 lo was ravenous for work ; and so he carried water, 

1 and toiled at the engines, till he lay down and slept 

1 fnini eifhauation. The fire awoke him earlier than the 

1 sun had ever done in his life, and he began anew to 
i work — work — work, day after day, night after night, 

1 snatching food ^hen ana how he was aide, and sinking 
i into a deathlike sleep when nature could stand no nlbre. 

1 It was only work he (airtMl fer. It was so glorious a 
; feeling to lie and to do something. The energies that 

1 had so long hcen pent up within him blazed forth,, roar- 
ing and craving like the conflagration, and only sank 

1 into repose at last when, after many days, the flarpes of 
i Hamburg expired in the mins the}' had made. 

Hy ^ he l?d of May the authorities had time to bethink 
r tUeinscdves of Haneman ; and although the police — 

: practic al as usual — interfered in his favour, he was sent 
to his old lodgings in the house of correction, and turned 
j out theii^^e on ihc 2d of Juno, to be set loose on the 
j easteni frontiers of the kingdom of Hanover. In Ha- 
1 novor they would not have lum, and ho skulked back 
i iuto IJanihuig, where lie lay unnoticed till the 2fith of 

1 September, w hen illness compelled him to have recourse 
to the ])uh]icity of the liospital. Here ho remained till 
the liUh of March 184J, wlujti lie was dismissed; and 
in two days after he was laid hol^ of as usual by the 
police', anrl conveyed to the easlefn frontiers of Hanover. 
From Wiuen lie was instuUtanGously sent back to Ham- 
hiirg, M'liore he was once more captured, and detained 
in prison till the Ist July 1844. Ho w'as then set at 
liberty, on his jiromise to quit the city within eight 
ilays. This promise lu' broke, for he was now reckless ; 
arvl on the 14th August he was sentenced to fourteen 
ihivs’ coufinenicnt on bread and water, and then chased 
out of the hdfinds. 

This exlraordinary war wagcil by three sovereign 
states against a solitary individual might liavo pro- 
ceeded unnotii’ed, till tlie victim of tradition and the 
hurouu had sunk under the overwhelming force opposed 
to him ; and Haneman, the licro of a wilder romance 
than over Action dreamed, might have passed away like 
;j shadow, to mingle with the other shadow/ of the past. 
Hut fate ruled it otlierwdse ; and the case we are record- 
ing is dcstiiibd to stand out in bold relief amid the 
retinements and the rationalism of the age. The aticn- 
tion of an eminent lawyer of Haniburg was accident- 
ally drawn to the subject, probably by the frequent 
appearance of Haneman in the courts, and he advised 
, him to contend nn IbngA' Muth the individual states, 
but to petition the Diet to allot to him some abiding 
place in the ‘wide German land. Honemari caught 'J 
eagerly at an idea wliich assumed that he had any 
fatherland at all, and at once demanded a passport for 
Frankfort. Tliis was at first refused^ but ultimately 
conceded on the guarantee of the lawyer; and the 
homeless German, provided with a petition drawn up 
by Ilia benefactor, set fbrth upon his important journey. 

Among the ci^wds besj^gin^ the nfficc - doors of 
Frankfort, there was recently sefen a pale, sickly, travel- 
stained, worn-out, old-Iboking man, a|ttinguishod from 
the rest by the aspect of isolation he presented. There 

appeared to be nothing in common lietwecn liim and 
the other petitioners — no analogies to compare in each 
other’s story, no hopes or fears to deduce from each 
other’s experience. Sjlent, watchful, colistant in attend- 
aijie, unwearied in waiting, this gaunt figure, with its 
staring eyes, haunted the bureaucracy like a spectre, 
‘Who arc ;^ou?’said an official one day, half dis- 
gusted and half curious. 

‘ I am H^eman.* • 

‘ Oh ! well, and what do you w’ant ? * 

‘ I ant a home.’ 

* • 1 We Ifave no*home here for you,* 

‘ I want a country.’ » 

‘Ball I’ / 

* I want to know where my Fatherlaiul is. I am a 
Ci(*rman, and some portion in the German 

la|id. If I did wjorig 1 score of years ago, and liave 
«i|lhi(Hin punislidh enougli, punish me still ; but let there 
be end of it. I want to know where I belong to — 

where I have a right to go, and a right to stay. It is 
only a place to live in I want — a place to work, and to 
die ill ; and I don ’t care what part of this vast coimtiy 
it is in^ so that our German tongue still sounds in 
my ear, and I can hear it singing hymns to God in 
heaven!’ fl’he official sent liim to another, and that 
other to a third ; and so it went on till^aneinan, hope- 
less, penniless, and desfitute, crawled b/wik to Hcarnhurg. 
Here he was as usual arrested and thrown into jirisoii. 
The advocate again interfered, drew up a fresh me- 
morial, obtained his ‘ liberty,’ with a travelling pass- 
port, and sent him once more to petition the l)iet in 
person. 

Wlielher lie died by the way, wlietlier he is still on 
his journey, whether he is now being bandied from 
offline to office in Frankfort, whetiier the Diet clodded 
that, as a German subject, he was entitled to breuy^j * 
the air on some spot of German land — we do not know. 
We know, however, that in one sense Haneman is not 
dead. His case has been fully and widely published, 
and is no doubt working its duo effect among those 
innovatory inlhienecs wliich have so thoroughly un- 
settled the ^pnnan governments and iwlmiiiistrative 
systems. We* shall probably hear more of Haneman 
and his singular persecutions ‘ after many days,’ 

The /bc^s of the narrative we have given, are taken 
from Ilanem.'uTs own petition, published in the 74th 
numbc'r of the Kieler ncuvsiiaper of 1845, and repro- 
duced in a work published at I^cipsic last year, tlio 

* Poll zei Geschichten’ of Ernst Dronke. 

Supposing these facts to be true — and we see no 
reason to doubt that tliey are so — they aflbrd a curious 
instance of the proneness of men to sutler themselvc^s 
to be governed by theories and traditions, The ac^t 
visited by this inveterate persecution, though harmless 
in itself, was illegal, and involved the loss of the rights 
of Hamburg tntizensliip and banishment frQni thetovni. 
The laws of Hanover denied similar riglits even to hSr 
own sons who had sought them eLsewhere, and they 
likewise refused harbour to transports from other states. 
Altona bad the power to strip of her citizenship an 
individual who had «5btained it by the very natural 
concealment adopt^ by ^Haneman, and U) banish from 
her precincts a forisigneij^ iteed in such circumstances. 
Thus all the thipee governments acted according to law ; 
and thus, in the midrt of tliis legality, was the ‘ noble 
Germj^ ’ of the national songconvertecl into an outcast 
from ills fktherlandy and hunted, lashed, and cag^ like 
a wlW beast, for a great part of a score of y(^ts t 

In the Ungnsli la# of* settlement may be fjl- 

tliou{}fi on a very snaall and partial ac^ei k parallel to 
this gigantic QebniUt abuse. A pauper -—perhaps a 
widow with two or three chiyteh at hor 
refuge in the workhouse Wpro^iete^ : but the guar- 
dians^ considering froih of jiet history that 

tlie expense of st^iporting let thOU^ Londmi, 

scud her to the ttietr^olis.^^^5 ^ 
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Bristol IB better entitled to the burthen, and tliey 
transmit Ahe claimant thither t but at :Bri$tbl they 
wholly deny the Miarge, and pass the. wandererB back 
again to Worcester. All tliis jilvolvcs grievous ex- 
penso to the public, and still more grievoua hafdshipjto 
Ikmily ; but 8i)eedily the aflkir is ended V 
the ^ of one or other of the recusant iiarties, 

while througliout the whole contest the paupers hayi^ 
heen in possession of the support they cla|pied. 

In a case like this the law, if necessary, would step 
promptly in to settle the dispute : and here the fiiint 
parallel ends ; for the Diet, which is ftic int^natiq^l* 
umpire of the Geri^ans, turned, as we have seen, a deaf 
ear to the iictition of the outcast llfmcman. 

* T w 


LONDON MUSEUMS OF TflE SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURY. 

We find, hy a scarce tract, that in KiCI there was a 
museum publicly exhibited in London. Yhc title of tlie 
tract is as follows * A Catalogue of many Natural 
Riirities, with great Industry, Coat, and Tliirty Years’ 
Travel in Foraign Gountrits, Collected •by Rolwrt 
lIulxTt alius Forges, Gent, aiu;^ Sworn Servant to His 
Majesty. And daily to bo awm at’ the place called 
the Musick-IIonse, at the Miter, near the West End 
of St raid’s Church. Ixmdon: 1064.* It apiHvirs by 
the catalogue that this museum among other rarities 
contained; — ‘A mummy ; a giant’s thigh-bone, more 
than four fec*t in length, found in Syria ; a haget, that 
sleeps for six mouths ; it is a creature of the island 
Mayonto in the lake Yondarro: the homes of a dog of a 
Wkid near China; the ribb of a Triton or Mercman, taken 
by Captain Finney on* the shoutts of Brazil, 500 leagues 
from the Maine : the vein of tlie tongue of that whale, 
that was taken up at Greenwich a little before Crom- 
wel’s' death : a manucodiata or bird of Paradise with 
feet, for it hath great feet, to slvew that it perches on 
. trees in a huid as yet unknown, for never seen 

alive, but are always found dead in the Maluccos 
Islands, by reason of a continual wind tliat blowetli six 
months one way and six months the other way, and 
because of their sharp head, little IxkIv, and a great 
feathered tayle, they Jirc blown up so high that they 
fail dead In another climate or country; a pelican’s 
liciul, bill, and bag, to prove that it is a water-fowlc; lie 
does not make himself to bleed a purpose for Ins young 
ones, but by accident, by carrying of shell-fishes in liis 
thin bag makes it to bki‘d : a great croeoflile, given 
by noble Scpiirc Courtene, a lover of vertuc and in- 
genuity.’. ^ 

’Hic author of this catalogue, it may be obsorrod, 
draws particular attention to the fact of the bird of 
Paradise having feet, Perlwips it is not now generally 
known, that from sthe native Stmimer of preparing 
skins of these birds, to sell as/^ii()%lties, requiring the 
feet to be taken off. It was long oonsulered by Euro- 
peans that they were footless. Tbis ^srror, liowevcr, 
did not odginiiRe with Pigttfetta, wlib first introduced , 
the binl to European noto, after returning fitom liU 
voyage with bfa^lluu^ to . Hevillc in 1522. 11% dis- 
tinctly spea]^a||^||.ii^ having slender Mega a Imnd’s- 

-brendth. st:raiy wny^ lie dc^^rillCI 

it as Wings, but about at the 

^nds. de Laol, Cluslus, 

and Bontlus, feet ; yet 

Al^vandus Bcral iglr and a corttrwry 

E ven the great Liiuia;u9 tOenyed to snnctlim 


the absurd idea when ho appropriated the^erm Apoda 
(footless) to one of the species ; and last of all Buffon, ' 
the beaftty of whoso diction hs a writer docs not coim- 
pensate for Ills inaccuracies as a naturalist, describes 
them as birds, ‘ qui ne marchent ni nagont, oirne 
peiivcnt prendre do mouvemeiit qu’en volant We 
need«not turtlier refer to the nonsense respecting this 
bird in tlie catalogue, tliiui merely to state that all the 
mystery ‘and doubt wliich formerly enveloped the, his- 
qf tlie creature arc now cleared away. 

•Hubert, alias Forges, by v'ay of impressing on the 
pnhlfc the suiwrior value of his collection, gives a list 
* of the rarities that ore shewn in the University Gar- 
den at Leyden in Holland,’ which contjiiiis a dragon, a 
mermaid’s skin, and a griffin’s foot! Indeed, every page* 
of liis catalogue hoars the impression of the pufl- 
iiig showman, without any pretensions to classifica- 
tion or science ; at the last, speaking of more t)f 
his rarities, ho says that he * omits their nymes to 
avoid i»rolL\ity. But if the owm^r of this collection 
of curio.sitics does sell them to any noble-minded party, 
he then, Go<l willing, will write at large a more amide 
declaration, to the expression of each thing in parti- 
cular, to honour that vertuous jierson that shall buy 
tliem ! * ' 

Tlie Royal Society Was incorporated by Charles II, 
in 1G62, and in 1665 Daniel Colwall, Esq. gave nj) his 
Iirivate collection to that learned btKly : many other 
curidfeities Were soon added by different members. 
This museum was kept in that afterwards shamefully- j 
misappropriated building, Gre.sham College. In 16 S 1 j 
Dr Nathaniel Grew, one of the secrctarii's, imldislud j 
a catalogue of the entire collection, dedicated to Mr j 
Colwall, the founder, at wliosc (‘xpense tlie plati*s were 
engraved. This work is entitled ‘ Musa’urn Regalis 
Soeietatis ; or a Catalogue and Description of ti e | 
Natural ami Artificial liarities belonging to the Royal | 
ScKuety, and preserved at Gresham Cfdlegc. Made by j 
Nchemiah Grew, M.D., and Fellow of the (volledge oi’ 
Fhysitians, London. IGiil.’ Among many errors, wo 
yet find in this vokimc a great increase of scientific 
knowledge. Grew, in, his jireface, states tiiat he will 
commence liis classification with man ; for he says, i 
‘ I like not Uie reason wliich Aldrovnndus gives for 
hi.s beginning the history of quadriiiK‘ds with the horse, 
Quoil prajcipuam nobis ntilitutem pnebat ; being Im^Kt 
]) laced, according to tludr degrees of approximation to 
human shafK?, and one to another ; and so otlier things ! 
acconliiig to their nature. Much less sliouUl 1 choose ' 
with Gesner, to go by the alphalKd, ’riie^ery scale of : 
the creatures is a matter of high siKH'ulation !’ 

Ilcrc^ M'c find a direct step to our present system of 
classiflcatiun ; yet still tlie learned doctor Indieved fii 
the existence of the unicorn ; for a little farther on, he 
tells us that ‘ tlu^ greatest rarity, if onee exiierienccd to 
be of goml use, will soon Ixicome common. The Jesuites 
Barque, of %^vliicli no man hath v eil yet described the 
trw, and very few know precisely where it grow'.s ; yel 
what great quantity doth the nmcli use of it bring ovi r 
to ns ? Unicorns* lionis, on the like notice of trade, 
would be as plcntifj^l as elephants’ teeth.’ 

The cjitalogue begins with an Egyptian mummy, an<l 
the worthy doctor displays his knowledge of his own 
more iiarticulur pntfession b)* giving the names of three 
different medical preparations, which were concocted 
put of a mummy. He, how ever, tliinks tljat the virtues 
of these niedieincs consist more in the drugs used in the 
process of embalinei^ than in the body itself, and is of 
opinion that medicines compounded of fresh drugs 
would be ntore* efficacious. \Ve liavo next ‘the entire 
syn of a Moor tanned. The scelcton of a man,’ with | 
the nanie& of four medicines extracted from hmnan 
bones. ‘ A shnll,’ wiiieh, it appears, afforded seven 
mediftal preparations. Aubther skull ‘covered all over 
with moss called, by the Farairclsians vsnea.' Though 
Dr Grew does not say anything in favour of this moss j 
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ns a modicinD, yirt wonderful powers wcro attribiitotl to 

by the followers of Parnt^elsus. Van Ucbnoat re- 
lates the following sample* of its Vastral and B\a^cnetical 
virtues,’ which ho states camo under Ids own observa- 
tioR, : — ‘ A ('ortain soldier of a noble extraction wore a 
little lj\^ck of the moss of a man’s skull,, finely enclosed 
betwixt the skin and hair of his head; who, in friend- 
ship interceding betwixt two brothers, that were fight-* 
ing a mortal duel, unfortunately received so violent a 
blow with a sword on his head, that lie fell imm^flbly 
to the earth. With which blow his hat and Wf wiye 
cut through as with an incisioA-knife, even to thc<|lkin; 
hilt he escaped without the smallest woundior penetra- 
tion of the skin. I need not anticipate — yourselves may 
without much difficulty guess — to what canse tlie guard 
of the skin may he justly ascribed.’ 

After the ‘ humane rarities,' we next find the vivipa- 
rous quiwlnijx'ds classified by the forms of their feet — 
us multipedous, hipedous, and soUdipedous. ITere w'c 
meet with an old acquaintance, we presume — ‘ the leg- 
hone of an elepliant : it w'lia brought out of Syria as the 
leg-hone of a gyint.’ Speaking of the elephant, Grt'w^ 
makes some very just, though quaint remarks lyon 
that animal— in fact he anticipates our present classi- 
fication of the pacliydcrmatous animals ; he says that 
‘ the tie|)hant, in my mind, lia%somc affinity witli the 
lioar : both are taper-tailed, hunchbacked, little eyed, 
armed w ith tusks, have tlie nether chap sharp before, 
and a movable snout — the elephant’s prolxiscis iieiiig 
but a long snout, and the boar’s snout a short pro- 
boscis.’ 

’J'he medical virtues of the rlnnoccros, w'o find, are 
niimlwTlci^s, all parts of the body being of a curative 
nature; ^ till the doctor was not aware of the existence 
of tlie tw( -honicd spoxiies, for he says, * But what 
Martial means, siieuking of the rhinoceros — 

* Kanique, ^. vaveni gemmo cornu sic extulit ursum* — 

I do not wtU understand.' The figure given by Piso 
represents but ^one born onl;^\ Neither does Boutins 
describe or mention more than qne horn; and those 
who do speak of another, yet make it a very small 
one ; and not overagainst the other, but on the fore- 
part- of the back.’ 

The above line from Martial has given rise to m.any 
futile disquisitions and attempted corrections by, and 
among, those who were ignorant of the existence of 
the two -horned rhinoceros. Two specimens of this 
s{>ecies w'cre shewn at Rome during the fbign of the 
' lOnqieror Domitian, on some of whose medals their 
figure ,w’as Vinpressed ; others w'cre exhibited in tbe 
times of Antoiiimis, Ileliogabuhis, and Gordian III. 
Martial lived in the reign of Domitian, and in all pro- 
bability the rliino<jero8 ^ gemino cornu’ was actually 
seen by him. There are four species of the two- 
hornod rhinot'eros knowui to tlie naturalists of the 
present day. 

Amongst the horns we find, ‘ a very great horn of 
the black buck, or <)f the ibexmfis (iKvx, Capra Ibex); 
in shape almost like a beiuU^ cross-bow. By the 
string, three-quarters of a yonl long; but by the 
1 k>w , about an eln. It was formerly tipp(Ml with 
silver, and kept in a gentleman ■« house, and shewtHl to 
some especial friends for the claw of a griffin, fn'e the 
figure thereof in MosciuAlus’s MtfboDuni.' Moscardo’s 
print of the griffin^ in his w'ork ‘Note Overo l^cmorie 
iiel Museo fle liodovioo Mosenrdo, Nqbilo V^^ironesef 
Padao, 165G,* certainly shews to us a very ugly, but 
not a very ferocious-looking inoiNfter : it Is not such a 
creature as wc would suppose the grifin to be, w fiich 
Bulwei^so pleasingly tells us of in ‘ The Pilgrims of the 
Khine.’ In short, it reminds us of a large skate tfrmt 
bad just been pulled out of the water, flapping on the 
seashore. * ■ * 

After the viviparous, Grew mtroduces us to the 
oviparous quadrupeds — * A great eheqiieped tortoise- 


shell ft’pm Madagascar, nowhere de’scriliod or •figured,' 
is cvidMtly> by the plate, the Testudo^yeo^neirica (k 
Linneeus; Va scaly tortoise-shell, nowhere described or 
figured, ''we find,’ in the Same manner, to he the Tesiudo 
iri^ricataV Of llic sea^uTtle he says : ‘ The flesh maketh 
a pleasant jelly.' Tlie belly part bakpd is an excellent 
dish. The legs applied to the part afflicted are a most 
experienced remedy in the gout.' . Hear this, oh/gour- 
mands and jion-vivants! when you ^.ee the turtle in 
the pastry-efiok’s shop, you may then exclaim that your 
‘banejnd antidote are both before you!' With all our 
lauthor's acuteiitss, wo find him placing ‘a great bat 
oMlutter mouse' among the birds ; naively remarking, 
that ‘the bat stands in tbe rear* of beasts, and in 
the front of hirdsr Wc are, however, gratified when, 
speaking of the bumming - bird, he says: — ‘ Piso 
relates as a thing to biniself, and many curious 

.aiijlilirredible nu^Avithflnm in Brasilc, that tbere are 


gMj^credible nu^^vitliJUiim in Brasilc, that tbere are 
19 pli a sort iKitli of caterpillars and of butterflies, 
whlefi arc transformed into this bird; and that in the 
time of transformation there is plainly to be seen 
half a caterjiiliar, or half a butterfly, and half a liircl, 
both together. Yet the same author saith that this 
bird biiildoth her nest of cotton wool, and Inyeth eggs. 
Tliat a caterpillar should produce a bird, and a butter- 
fly too the like, and yet this bird lay eggs to produce 
its ow'ii kind, are thivtxgrcater w'ondort tlian anything 
that lias been said of trie Barnacle.' By the last w'ord 
he alludes to the popular idea, that the Beriiicle goose 
(Anser hernichi) was produced from the lierniele, a 
well-knowm crustaccoiis animal. Though Bolon in 
ridiculed this preposterous notion, yet all the other 
naturalists, down to 1(>78, liekbto the ancient belief. 
The publication, liowever, of Kay’s ‘ Wellughby,’ in that 
year, explodc<l anti refuted the unsound doctrine. Grow, 
though now treating the idea with contempt, lielieved 
in it himself only three years previous to tlie publias^ 
tion of this catalogue. Eor, as secretary of tlie litiyai 
Society, he published, in the ‘ I'liilosophieal Transac- 
tions,* a letter from Sir A. Moray, minutely descrihing 
the marvellous trausfonnation, as it was said to have 
been oliserved in one of the islands of the Scottish 
Highlands. sjaiaking of the ‘Barnacle^' Grew 

alludes to this, saying : ‘ And with respect to so worthy 
a iwrson, who never meant to deceive, I myself was 
once induced to publish his description of the same.* 
This curious letter is in tlie ‘ Philosophical Transac- 
tions,’ 137, 1677-8. The fishes are divided into ovipa- 
I rous and viviparous. In the latter class we find a 
j ‘Triton, or mareman, called in Brazils Ypupiapra.’ 
From the viiier we find elc?ven difibrent medicines can 
he obtained; and when we irome to the fiiells we find 
four pharmaceutical preparations are afforded by pearls. 
The list of shells is large, and so is that of vegetable 
productions. Of the ‘Fossils and Petrifactions,’ he 
says: ‘It ha|h been much disputed, and is not yet re- 
solved, of many subterranoal liodies, whlph lyjvc the 
semblance of o»i»ia/s, or parts of them, whether they 
were ever such or not.’ The stones are divided into | 
gems, wdiich are distinguished by their colours; re- 
gular stones by their shape ; and irregular stones by 
their hardness. ‘ Metals, mineral ^irineipals, salts, sul- 
phurs,’ &c. follow^ Thjs concludes tli6 list of natural 
olqocts, ami consequently we have now ‘ artificial 
matters ; of things relating to chemistry ; instruments 
relating to nattt^ philosophy.’ In the last class wo 
find t^o air-pumps ; tind in the next, which is ‘ 'things 
relating to niechmiics and mathematics,* thore Is 
refitetiiig- telescope, contrived by Mr Isftoc 
Mechanicll curiosities follow ; and also V the 
a baSTIisk, prctelked by those who shew it to be a reM 
animal so called.; But it is an artifieud tldng, made 
chiefly of tlie •kin of the raja imd the ^ dodo or 

some great Awl.' tPhe catalogue U coftcl^ 
t^ the c^^ that money 

was received, ibf exhibitu^ hmsen^ 'Ilio ‘ Lour 
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ParUament, by the act of Sl6th George II., dbcepted that 
o0br. Long alter this collection had become national^ 
property, And until the great Vmportations of curiosities 
from the South Beaa and Uerculaneum, the ‘rarities’ 
coUcctod by William Oour ten. formed the greater part 
of the con^nts of the British Museum. / 

^ - ■ • ■ ■ . . 

THE VALUE OF RUBBISH. 

T^Jb ^u^e discoveries in cliemistry which have been 
made of late years, nneb their extensive application to 
the tneful of ts, have originated a variety of trades more 
or less curious in their character, but exceedingly im< 
portant in their social ofibet. The active industry of 
many thousands of the population is at tliis moment 
employed in a manner unheard of fifty years ago; and 
it is gratifying to think that this employment is atfordecl, 
to a large extent, by the converting of comraodil^ies long 
regarded as wortliless into articles of great commereial 
value and importance. Tlie trades thus originating, 
tho^h of a imique and singular character, are not 
popularly known, if known at all, beyond the narrow 
limits of their immediate connection. 'Hiat of ‘Dirt- 
washing,’ for instancelihas so imperceptibly crept into 
existence, tliat many of our rca<lers will Ik; startled to 
find us treating it as a noticeable branch of tlie national 
industry. Such, liowever, it is ; and our description of 
this oddly-named business will serve to illustrate in a 
remarkable manned the serutinising research which 
distinguishes the industrial spirit of the country, 8in(;c 
its staple commodity, or raw material, if we may so 
name it, is nothing more nor less than rubbish. 

The term rubbish we apply in the same degree and 
sense as it might properly liave been so npidied to rnga 
befoi'e they became convertible into paper ; or to bom s 
before they were discovered to be a highly useful 
manure; or, still n^ore appropriately, to that heteroge- 
neous accumulation of . animal matter from which is 
now produced the vtiluable article known in commerce 
as the prussiate of potash.* As for the name of tlie 
trade, which is Dirt-washing, it is not, wc admit, par- 
ticularly well adaptCMl for ears polite ; but it is the name 
by which it is popularly known wlierever it is known at 
all, although some of its more fastidious i)rofesHors will 
insist upon terming it smelting or metal - roll uing. 
This, however, is not so expressive a name its tlie 
other. It carries us* away from the bjisisof the trade, 
and trausx>ort3 our imagination to the Titanic pro- 
cesses of Swansea. At the same time, when one looks 
at tlie rapid progress making every day in useful appli- 
cations of tills nature, it is not diHlcult to imagine that 
the Word as commonly applied to things witli- 

out value or of no acooimt, will eventually become 
inapplicable and <d)8olete. 

The clilef commodities of our trade may be classifitMi 
in co^ection with fStn^ distinct branches of inanuhio 
ture; namely-^lsf, bi^Bfounding ; 2c^ the manufacture 
of lead and plumbl^; « 1;ype^^mnding ; arid 4t/i, 
shipbuilding. Tins division, however, does not com- 
firetokd oome of tlie thinor departments of the trade 
but aa tiiose we have indiea^ foiin its staple, they are 
•u^cient for our presiftn^ 

i^raiifbundbxs have at least half^ a -dozen different 

products that may properly 

of tiie imbbish^smclterpbut most important of these 
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don spy’ (Ned Wa»d, 1709) states, that when he visited 
it ho nad^o cross the attendant’s hand with sil^^ 

We are afrmd' bf tiring tiie patien(^ 

Sufilce it to B^ that the labours of j^y and others, 
the classlOcation of Linnieus, and the ektensto 
of imwithUe diiscovery and commerce, cleared away* file 
clOh^^ nicurels which beset the path* of naturm j:^- 
arrived at the high position it now 
holds in the great temple of the sciences.^ It maybe 
interesting, however, to 4eam that the sorf of a person 
named in these articles collected the nucleus, which has 
since increased to tiio grand prbportionc of mu; national*] 
British Museum. William Curteen, as TradesekSt 
spells the name— tUfe noble Squire poiirtine of Hubert 
—the Courten of more modern timas was, as we have 
before mentioned, one of the. most extensive English 
merchants of his day. He marnfsybt^ tharine, the tenth 
daughter of the first Earl of didgewa^er. His frtiher, 
Sir William Courten, also a merchant, incurred, severe 
losses from the seizure of liis forts, factories, and pro- 
perty, nt the time of the cruel massacre of the English 
settlers in Amboyi^ by the Dutch.* Some years 
afterwards, William Courten soirt out an expedition, 
consisting of twp sli^ the Roatie Esperance and Henry 
IJonadventure, to attempt tiie retrieval of tljpse former 
disasters. Both of these ohips Vein also captured by the 
Dutcli: the loss*i-said to be abqut two hundred thou^ 
sand xiounds— completely effected the ruin of this once 
wealthy family. The Earl of Bridgwater, had 
been a colLatei^ security for his son-in-law, refused to 
fulfil liis obligations, swearing that ‘ he would not fry 
(we wont say where) for his own debts, for which he 
had set apart some lands, but that ho would pay none 
of William Courten’s, in wdiose estate he had been 
deceived,’ These engagements, however, caused ctm- 
sidcrable trouble and embakTossment to the Bridgewater 
faaiily for several years afterwards. Courten — being 
also badly treated w a partner, and overwhelmed by 
(lebts which he could not pay — ^to escape the impor- 
tunities of his creditors, fled to the continent, where he 
died at Florence in 1665. His only son, '^lliain 
Courten, the last of the male line of the family, was 
l>onk in 1642. Sir Hans Sh»tlle speaking of him, says, 
that ‘ from his earliest years he did not regar<l the 
Xx^mp or vanities of the world, but gave, himself up to 
the contemplation of the works of God, whose infinite 
power, wisdom, and providence lie saw and admired in 
tiio creation and preservation of all things.’ Tlio 
yonng C^ntten was educated and protected by his 
noble inid weidthy relatives, until ho was summoned 
into Chancery, sueil, and arrested by the creditors of 
his father ana grandfather. He pleaded tliat lie was 
neither heir, executor, nor administrator to his father ; 
tli^ whatever had bwn given to him was from good- 
will, and not by right ; that to avoid all cavils, ho 
would leave his native country without demanding 
aiiything as. heir to his father or gramlfather. He 
was ^accordingly permitted to do so. The exile of 
William Courten was not a fruitless one : he travelled 
over the greats part, of Europe, studying the languages, 
manners, and cuOtome of the various countries ho 
visited, and collectidfe whatever he could obtain that 
wa» in nature or in art. Jle rcnidned abroatl for 
about IWentyri^ y%s, and then returned to England 
with a musemn, whibh ho shewed ‘ v^ry freely and 
with great civiU%i to the adVAnoement of tlie ^ry of 
God, the honour and yeuewii of the country, agd tiie 
no smAft promotion of knowledge,* ' Tliis good and 
s^entifle man dloA in 1702, leaving hjg museumto 
I Hans— SloanO, gp tho^ collation 
some to tbis*| 

col]kx?ti^^^ was eom^ 

'Mghest 

.rUgnilen*-^e)tiar«d''./^ be^Sied' 

on after his deatii, whidii^ fri 
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firo their fiyriiaco ashes ; that is to say, the ashes from 
tho coke or other fuel consumed in the Airnace whereby 
^ the crucibles are heated^whicli contain th^ ipetal for 
casting. Tliis seems at ^r«t View a most unlikely 
article of commerce; so much so indeed, that when the 
smelters first appeared on the ground with the view of 
purcliksing such refuse, they were regarded by the 
trade as either lunatics or disgiiiseHl .thieves* • Tliat 
such was the general impression among brassfounders 
may easily be ascertained by inquiry of any t^des- 
man of ten years’ standing. The following accauht of 
one of these visits we give as we received i^ fit>m 
a tradesman of respectability : — ‘ I was galled on one^ 
morning,’ said lie, ‘ some ten or twelve years ago, by an 
odd-looking person, who described himself in a moat 
uncouth dialect as a smelter, and who began to open a 
negotiation with reference to purchasing my “brass- 
ashes,” os he styled them. I did not exactly compre-* 
head him until he explained this to be tho cinders froin^ 
my fu*nace ash-pits. I replied that it was my custom to 
(iart tViem away as rubbisli, when he stared at me with 
such a look of upbraiding wonder as I shall not readily 
forget. Me would give* no explanation of their use to 
him, farther than that he intended to build a fhftiace 
and smelt them. Thinking the fellow crazed, I told 
liim ho might have them for tho taking away, and I 
promise you he did not let tho offer slip. He must 
iiavc had a ricli harvest in this case, for he got my 
ashes gratis for a period of six months. Latterly he 
paid me fiv^c shillings a cart-load. But at length com- 
jx'tiiiou appeared in the tra(le, which witliin the last 
two or thrt.*e years has been cxcciftive. The result is, 
t’nat 1 am at this moment receiving at the rate of 15s. 
per ton. or upw'ards of I.*. 20 per annum, paid in advance, 
w ith ov'ory pn:i«pect of a further increase, for a lot of 
rubbish v hicii ever since I can recollect were carted 
away at my r.wn expense.’ 

W<^ inq lin ed of tlie same individual if he knew /what 
was really done w'itli Ids furnace-ashes ; but although 
entertaining a vague notion that they were useful in 
some kind of relation with •cop^r-smeltiug in Wales, 
he candidly enrued that he knew nothing about the 
matter ; and lie remains to this moment in profound 
aBtonisliment *that any one could afford to pay ISs. 
or ]x'r ton for rubbish.’ This mystery, which is 
tlic secret of tlie smelting trade, w'O shall endeavour 
to explain, and the rather that we desire to correct 
the prevailing misapprehension in the trade that the 
amount of money so received is for an ofticle of little 
value. 

Tlie ordinary mode of lirassfounding or casting brass 
in this country is to melt in a crgciblo first the rcqiqrcd 
quantity of copper, then to add tlie necessary propor- 
tion of" zinc. Copiicr, according to Professor Daniel, 
nieltb at a heat of 3000 degrees Fahrerthcity which is 
os nearly as possible a wdiite heat ; while zinc requires 
for the same result only about 750 degrees, or a very 
low rod heat. In fact, the orcUnary racHe of melting 
zinc by itself is in an iron pot^ in precisely the same 
manner as leiwl ; while the melting of copper cim only 
i>c effected in a iTiicible, and Vritli the aid of a very hot 
furnace. Zinc is in a high defroe volatilisablo with 
boat, and it is obvious that .the conjoineii product 
of copper and zinc (brass) mn^ partake to a consider- 
able ext^t. of In otlier words, the 

ailmixtW fhsible^ at a red' heat w|^ another 

metal then^ a state of white heat, liiuBt eipbw tl«e 
whole mass to a strong oxidising action; and os an 
invariable consequence, a propirtion of the alloy thus 
formed— determinew! by tho time of exposure aiicf the 
degree of heat— is driven oqt of Uie crucible. , 

This is the prinriimi cause “ of t^^ wiiicli* 

founders sustain in brass, and for which an 

allow ance is uiiualiy hi the fdAadries. Another 
cause is tho absorptioti of the nas&tal, owing 
tense iieat, and its own penetrating nature, into the 


pbres of the In both cases the lost brass descends 
eventually into the furnace, where, unitihg iHth por* 
tloa8;0f ri|riffed^.^c^^ it produces what are lechnically 
termed clinkots f but for the most part it becomeer 
incbiporati^; with thj ashes in the 

feim of spiaU glbbuies indistinguishable oxide, ; 

*In tiffs metal, then, Or rather in this metallic oxide 
contained in tfie brassfqmider*S ashes, resides the true 
secret of tjieir intrinsic valudy But the smelters them- 
selves are ignorant of the ilfici. All •of those we have 
conversed with on the subjOct attribute the wealth 
thejrhnd to broken crucibles, carelessness in charging, 
an other accidental occurrences; but although these 
things unquestionably contribute .^p render the ashes 
richer in metal, ^hey are comparatively rare in well- 
regulated casting - shops, and under no circumstances 
could they bring the some unfailing result. The 

t sfounders sup^^lSAthat by the ordinary methods 
adopt, tlicj- are aole to recover tho metal so lost; 
iin extensive house in Birmingham informal ns, 
that after having carefully separat<^ the metal from 
their ashes, t^ey had still not the slightest difficulty in 
disposing of their refuse to smelters at high prices ! 
Tiffs involves a mistake ; for no such separation can 
be complete otherwise than by means of the iutriciite 
and laborAnis operation%of washing and grinding sub- 
sequently described, and these, too, ^applied to largo 
quantities, • 

It may occasion some surprise, but it is novertlieless 
the fact, that the ashes thus sold under tlie name of 
refuse often contain near^ as great a per-centage of 
metal as most of the copper ores smelted in this 
country. Their average produce, however, wo take to 
be about one-half of that of copper ore ; and this will 
bo more apparent from tho following assay we have 
made on the curious subject before us tr— 

Three specimens of Edinburgh brassfounders’ ashes, 
carefully s^lectetl at various times^ and from diff<=#nt 
! quantities, yielded on a quantitative analysis respec- 
tively, 6J, 4J, and 2^^ per cent, of pure metal ; thus 
indicating an available average produce of about 4 
per cent., which, however, is to be understood aa being 
still suWecyo reduction on the large scale by tlie fnr- 
iiace. The Average produce, or the amount of pure 
copper obtained from the copper ores smelted In WaXes, 
is computed by Brando to be per cent. 

The furnace-aslies thus produced are purchased by 
smelters at prices vary ing from lOs. to 30a. per ton, 
carted to their works, and subjected to the process of 
w^ashing and smelting, which wo shall briefly describe. 
The quantity necessary to form, in smelting parlance, 

^ a melting’ (from thirty to fifty tons, aacording to cir- 
cumstances) having been obtained, the operation may 
commence. Two or three large tubs, calculated to 
contain about eighty gallons G^u^h, are filled with water, 
and the ashes are washed fponi the one to the other of 
theae, thrifogh the medium of four or five sieves of 
diflferent degrees of fineness, beginning with tho largest, 
and rejecting, as the operation proceeds, the refuse 
from the different washings. Technically, the order of 
the process is termed, * roughing,’ ‘ iozing,’ ‘looing,’ 
and ‘ jigging ;’ of Vliioh spoeqnens of professioiud 
nomenclature wo sliall gladly spare ourselves a literal 
translation. Thft effect, however, on the wliole, is very 
decided : the fine metal contiffned in the ashes is iwo- 
duced perfectly clean, and entirely separated frpm tlic 
cbifri^r materials of thb he^ ; and the hir^V |^art|cles 
contained in tho ‘clmkers,* before referred 
tained by a further process, preliminary to l|ie >wash- 
ing, of s!lnim](fing, crusliing, or mo^ generidly grinding 
undfr the iron rollers of a clay-mill. 

The washing is an exceedingly laborfous' and tedious 
affto; but so far V wo knoWjj haii; only in one oaae 
bcene^ted by the, aid ^ Baa<Jff|*elW. A rather ex- 
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tation of Hs power ;tQ tins pfirpoae. In place of inducible matter takbn from the surface o^the meltod 
thete are |unk i>ita^ With water^ and in ^ each of metal while in* the furnace. .This commodity, from 

these a large sieve w^ by a cr^nk, ' way its silic^oufl coinposition, is lionsidered valuable as a 

we have b^n assured that a quantiiy^of dfty sixty flux to the copper ore in the second jirocess of smelt- 
tons can be cleaned in a single wepk.^ ,* * ^ ft*'*! al®o minute proportion of copper it 

^ The whol^ amount of this waslied metal is ndjfr still contains. I^irge quantities of this slag, th^^fore, 
nda^ one-half its bulk of clean bl^s- are annually shipped from the principal ports^of the 

ibuSdci^V dust (that qualiV of niet^ is kingdbm to Swansea, where it is usually consigned to 

and is then ready for the operation of smelt- copi)er-ore agents, and sold after the fashion of copper 
iiig Or redudng hi the fu^ Iliis process is very ores^by public ticketing, realising generally from 1^1 

simjjie, but beyond comparisoii the fln^t in the trade, to L.^ peS^ ton. It will easily be conceived, from the 
A reverberatory or air-fbmace, of thg peculiar coni- ^exten^ivc ramifications of the trade, that a particle of 
striiction employed in smelting ores, about* 12 foot Newcastle ceke, which has passed through the furnneo 
long by 3i or 4 feot broad, with a chimney about 60 of a London or Krliuburgh founder, may ultimately 
feet high, 18 charged with fael, and I^hted ; the top of find itSjEilf, after innumerable washings and smelting, 
this furnaiK; forms a regular arch, and its bottom or roasted to powder in the huge copper-orc ftirnaccs of 
sole, usually construct^ of flua^^i^-sand, has a gra- South \Va4s. 

du4 inclination towknls the furnace llnissfoumlers* borings, filings, and turnings, under tho 

(or well, as it is tenneil), Whicn literafty wmsist^ of a general term of ‘ brass-dust,’ form a heavy and costly 
hollow Imsin formed in tlio sand as a receptacle for the item in the atnel ting trade. Its average price is«^ about 
fluid metah At eq^ dist^ccs along the side of the L.25 per ton, and its produce of metal from two-thirds 
funiace there ufb thU^ apertures about ^ foot square, to tbrcc-fourtbs. This, howevtjr, is not Jn variably sold 
fUrnislied with : nmyat^^ dckirs ; by the first, the fire is by brassfounders, many of whom prefer melting their 
charged with fuel ; by the second, the oxide is thrown brass-dust into ingots themselves; and it is to bo re- 
in, after be^ng mixed witli the bisulphatc , of potash or niarked, that all smelters acknowledge that this article 
other analogous salt, as a fluxewhich assists Tii a mate- yields no profit in itself, although it serves to erdiance tlu‘ 


rial degree in thi^ reduction ; and by the last, the pro- 
duct, or pure metal, after being ifielted and completely 


value of the metabproducod from the ashes with whicli 
it is mixed and smelted, as we have already ex^dained. 


rundown in the well, is first ^ slagged,’ or cleaned on The ‘pkiumnngs’ fVom crucibles, or oxide formed on 
its surface, aud finally iiourcd out into ingots, when it the surface of the brass ; shop-sweepings, which contain 
is now ready for the market. In this state it forms the brass -dust; coppersmiths’ ashes, tilings, and refuse?, 
article of commerce tolerably well known in the with other articles 6t* a similar nature purchased by 


country as * ingot brass ;* and Its value runs from L.45 
to L .60 per ton, according to quality. The smelting 
usually lasts the greater part of a week ; the funiaco 
roaring night and day the whole time. 


smelters, Ixdong to this department. 

The next chief division of the trade consists in re- 
fining what are generally terined ‘plumlxTs’ ashes,’ or 


fttere seems to have fallen into disrepute; and, gene- class of metals possessing a strong affinity for oxygen, 
i^tiy speali^fliSri large foundries prefor washing and more especiaUy nt a high temperature ; and, con- 
smelting tlmlr own ashes; and in this way we liav<? scquently, wjK?ncver the heated surface of melted k*ad 


be^ti told thftt one or two of the largest of them can is exposed to the atmosphere, it iK'comes' rapidly ox i- 
keep tyro Smelters constantly at work for tlieir own dised, and, ifCcording to the degree of heat employed, 
J^fuse. yiedds the protoxide from which is produced I la* 

The grand seat of the trade, however, is at this litharge of commerce; and in comhinatuTi'i with tlic 
moment in JRrniinghaiu, where, wc iiave good autho- sesquioxide, the wtdl^, known pigment of red letul. 
rity for stating, two-thirds of the whole brass of this Under no circuinstanccs, however, do plumbers require 
description made in England is pnxlu^d ; and that such high degrees of tcm|H^rature ; and the lead-ashes 
the average quantity of ashes sold there to smelters or dross they pnxluco arc only partially <jxi<lised — 
amounts as nearly as possible to 10,000 tons in' the consisting, iu fact, of the protoxide with a moderate 
year; altogether, we feel quite safe in assuming 30,000 admixture of the pure metal. 


tons of brassfounders* ashes, at ah aggregate value of Tills djrci #0 lb sC'panUed from the surface of tho meUed 
L.ir>,000 to L.18,000, to be a pretty correct approxi-, lead, for smelters, who purchase it 

mation to the pi^uce of the country in this one item at an Ifitte oT L.G per ton. It is by them 

of the Ilirt-washiitg trade. Ten years ago this ‘ refuse’ washed and smelted in a nearly similar manner to that 
M'as not simply an grticlc of nd value: it cost the already dcscribcHl, Uk^ only dUroTence in the treatment 
brassfemnders bo^vtnoney and trouble to get rid of it. being a second operation of refining* It is, after b(‘ing 
T|i^ is a m^^^gimter diffiifuU^ estimating vftie was&d, thrown into' the ftirnaco in tlie uspol way by 
aiimtmt ^ dispensed of in 'the tlie cliarglhg-door — subbtitutiiig, if necossaiTt^^^f^ 

country what we do knoiv^. flux a moderate quantljty of tdalte^ lime ; 

that a ^ery moderate way, ethploy- reduced by the heat; Is ^ tapped * out of 

ing, we s^U men, and condifttinfir the fur^ is, allowed' to discharge &om a small 

hjs bustess as an ordinaiy the weU^ after the manner of 

produce L.1500 or Ifl20(k) in the ' ’^Itbd iron— intoia large iron pot, where the necessary 

^ heat is stfil pr^^ to keep it melted. Thor© it is 
in ite ^trealed with resino or fatty matters in a State of 
W 1^ comhustion, which has the efl^ bf bnrnihg out many 

eon^ occasional’ impuifties, ^ faeh ps or tin, that may 
teer porti^a df the hare rAistod the heat of the funiaco ; but more esjK?- 

]^ 0 s^ exercises a certain influsiice |n softening the 


Tlie quantity of ashes annually disposed of in this that gray heavy-looking dross invariably formed on 
is now very large; but wo can of course only oflbr tlx? surt’ace of lead when melted. From the easily 
an approximation to the amount. Edinburgh and its reducible nature of leail-ashcs, they have always corn- 
neighbourhood produce about sixty tons a month, or mandcil fair marketable value ; iilthough, so far as 
iVom 700 to 800 tons a year. Taking Scotland at idumliers are conccrne(\ flieir i>ri,ce lias bt'cn nearly 
four times that quantity, we have about 3000 tons per doubled Mithin tin? last ten years by the competition 
annum. London we calculate to produce nearly double among smelters. The Cause of the formation of this 
that amount, but from soino Oause or oftier the trade refuse is very easily explained. Lead is one of that 
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lead : from this pot it is finally cost into Inr^ irpn^bar 
moulds, and allowed to cool. 

Much skill and injjemiity of tteatnaent are* required 
in the smelting and refining of lead-ashes, and in con- 
s&|ucnoe there exist endless varieties and modes of 
niiinioulation among different smelters. 

Thd* grand desideratum is sqft lead, as softpess in 
this case is equivalent to value, hahl fead being a most 
unsaleable commodity ; and when the many impurities 
lead may contain is (jonsiden^d, it ^tdll be this 

property is by no moans of easy attainment.* Wo hpre, 
Iiowever, seen difierimt specimens of bar-lead pi^ueedi 
in this manner, in no way inferior, in point of quality, 
to the best English Iwirs in the market. Its commercial, 
value is from 203. to 30s. per ton below the price of 
new pig-lead. . 

We have more tangible grounds for arriving at tbc 
quantity of this article produced in the country than iiy . 
the preceding case. Taking for tlio basis of our calcu^ : 
latioif the latest computation of the annual quantity of 
pig-lead smelted in the country at ,50,00d tons; assum- 
ing it to bo iUjthc process of manufacture twice melte<l 
before it is finally disposed of; and placing the e:^orts 
agaijist tlie imiwrts, together with the very large quan- 
tity of old lead constantly in the market, we arrive 
at a sum of 4000 tons of lead-ashes—;^ value about 
L.‘25,()0<) sterling — as the annual ijroduce of the king- 
dom. AVe believe tliis to be nearly a correct ostim.atc 
at tl»e presLiit moment; although, since the extensive 
introduction of rolled -lead in the iilumhing trade 
(almost superseding the old metliod of casting sheet- 
lead), we have no doubt the aggr(jJ:at6 produce of lead- 
ashes will have considerably decreased. Twenty years 
ago >v« sliould tliink the amount then produced 
exccccl(‘d I hi: quantity ^ e have named by at lejist one- 
hsilf. Tile greater iiortioii of lead-ashes is refined at 
Newcasth . wh«'n-c several eminent houses have their 
works. Intieed, as a general rule, all lead luanufiic- 
turers refine their own ashes, and therefore the smelters 
have only comparatively a small share of tliis article. 
One individual in London, liowgver, refines from 400 
to 500 tons in the year ; but we are not aware of any 
other who docs business to thd same extent. 

The \M’ 07 »ortion of pin*o metal obtained from Icad- 
a-shes varies from 40 to 00 per cent. Messrs Campbell 
of J’Miiiburgh, to whom we are indebted for much in- 
furination on the subject, estimate the per-centage of 
their aslies, which they produce in large quantities at 
their leiul works in ijoith, at oven a higfier rate than 
this. It is surprising how elosoly this approximates 
to the proJhce of the sulplmrot of le.'ul or the galena of 
the mineralogists (by far the riKist ordinary description 
of load-on* smeltwl in this country), wliich is computed 
to yield on the average about 80 per cent, of puixj metal. 
The dross ol>tainod from Spanish lead in this way is 
particularly ricli in its prmluce. In connection with 
the lead trade arc also several other commodities dis- 
posed of to smelters^BUch as tin-ashesf solder-ashes, 
sine-ashes, &c., all of which ore ncitlier more nor leas 
tluin oxides of their difiTcrent metal^ produced in the 
same way, and ore treated in a precisely similar miui- 
lu r to that of the lead-:i8hes. • 

The jicxt department we notice, nl though not Large, 
is by iSo monns Ainimi^rtant: if? consists of refining 
typofauitd^M’ dross, or tlie oxide formed.on the surface 
of thn typd^metaii in the same manner a^ bn lead. 
Tills is d^d^ly the hardest part of tho smelting trade; 
and to refino the dross properly^ a smelter of first-class 
! capah^ty is reqoiredv It is not onljit difficult to wash, 
but it H difficult to smelt, without losing the most valu* , 
able obmponent of the olio/ — namely, the antimony. Che 
proeess, besides, is ^ irbrjcmen. Tho anti- 

mony (in bombiniitionwithieAd,ton8timting type-metal) 
is volatilised to u certain extent by the intense iieat to 
which it is siibjocted ; and wheftover the fhrnaee-doors ' 


are ta^n off, (w, more especially in the^econd^proeess 
of redfilng, it escalies in a state of impuliiable oxidOi 
impr^ating the atmosphere with that peculiar anti- < 
monioufl aeid^hich form the basis of the wcll-knmvn 
exceeding:" |0wei^l tartar - emetic. Severe 
■vomiting, and even spitting of blood, followed by a 
protracted debility of the orgaii^ of the chest, we have 
known to result from a large melti ng of type -metal. 

Begardiqg the produce of ' tlUs ^oss we Can hardly 
offer a defiliite idea, tlie per-centnge of metal obtained 
is ap;, very variable both In its quantity and quality. 
Even tbe besbsiescription of smelted type-metal is alto- 
^ther un.suited to the purpose of casting types, and is 
for the most part^used for quiidntts and spaces — that 
is, the smaU slipaiof metal necessary to bind a column 
or page of type together, and whicn may be composed 
of an indifferent Its market-price varies fVoin 
1^4 to L.20 4 )^ to;9| tliougli in some cases, if tho 
^ibUty be very superior, it will realise more. 

The last notice on our list is that in Connection with 
the 'doekyartfa, or, more properly speaking, tliat depart- 
ment of shipbuilding which comprehends tlie copper- 
fastciiingof new, or the recoppering of old ves.sels. lu tho 
course of^this operation, and more espeeially in a repair 
of this latter dcscriptirili, old copper-nails, stray xneces 
of bolt and sheet copi^er, with other pAxings of a .similar 
nature, arc lost among the chips, or in tlic liottom of 
the dock. These chips arc .sold at an almost nominal 
price, as rubbish, to the smelters, who cart them away 
often in large quantities, burn the chips out, then wasli 
and smelt the remainder, if necessary, in the ordinary 
manner. This is considered to lie the most profitable 
briineh in the smelting trade (it is undoubtedly the 
least scientifle), but o;f course is only iK'culiar to large 
seaport towns where shipbuilding flourishes. The 
government dockyards furnish also diffbrent doSQpip- 
tious of refuse from iho various trades they may com- 
prehend, as brass and copper-founders, and such like. 

Throughout the whole process we have attempted to 
describe, it will be observ^ there exists a close analogy 
with the smelting of ores, whetlier regarded in its 
mode of tr(i»j|,tmcnt or in its produce. Indeed, from 
their striking similarity, and difference only in degree, 
we think Dirt-washing fairly entitled to be wnsidcred 
as a legitimate, although inferior branch of the smelting 
business of the cou ntry. 

We wish to make a single observation with regard 
to the trade in a social point of view. The smelters 
are considered at this mornoM by tho parties they deal 
■with— such as brassfounders — as a class of persons 
cssen tially disreputable. In Lond on anef tl ic pro v i nci al 
towns of Englaml, they arc invfiriably .styled and known 
by the term of ‘ Dirt- washer s ;* .and in Scotland they 
are generally associated in idea with dealers in old 
motfU quei^tionably obtained. One rather eminent 
founding house in Edinburgh Ijabitually prevents any 
communication between the sellers' and buyers, *l)y 
shovelling their ashes, to the extent perhaps of twenty 
tons, through a hole in their back-door ; .and the reason 
assigned foli^ this ex tmordi nary mode of procedure, Avn.s 
the discovery they once matlo of attempt at bribing 
their casters to lyit niijtal in the as^es. As an inva- 
riflble rule, the smelters are require^ to pay cash for 
tho stuff, iirui this very often iu advance for a yGa;r. 
Such treatment, it scorns obvious, can result ouly IVom 
th^ ignorance and bad reputation of the men who origi- 
nate the trade; but wo have re.ason to U 
no% to a great extent passed into quite 
Not one ill a aozen of the trade as It exists ak^reii^^ were 
regtJRrly bred to it ; and most of tbe master^sifielters 
we kno\y were led into it by thq extr^tVltgant misropre- 
sentatiqns they liad receiv*^ of its . TO mys-- 

teries of Dirt-Bashing, howtiver,#^^|^ at an end ; 
and its ;^(>fossbrs aside tlie 

cunning pretext on fcio Of their 
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understl^, we 

bi^e*re, that <are not ftt66i!kA aiiy more 

than rogi! ; wl^ ab tho 
suc^ j^ie must ednyincdd thal thay meire a 
pHoefoTi^^ *. y ‘ . 

. liS^ p add, however, that W0 wish to tlirow im 
Stig^» hpo tlie dirt' washers as a hod|^« We Insow 
ina^ honest, upright, and by no means uni^ 
permus who follo^ tho trade-^wKo possess^ap^ 
knowlodge of the nature and xela^ohs of emetals far 
exceeding that of the artihcers' £ix>m 
chase — who have enjoyed some cmioiff exp^ences, 
moreover, in human nature in the eourso of their sid* 
gular doalings—^d Vho, it may he jupposed, fed not 
a litle sore at their Tory existence fining so contemp* 
tuously ignored. On the whole, ww shaU not be so^ 
if bur Ume of the ptin^cN/^^f metaUrohning 

siiould haTO the effect of flreein^the tr^de firom what- 
ever is occult .and mysterious in its character, and 
raising it to a tespoctable, as it now seems to ho on 
ihdi spensable, branch of tbe national industry. 


.. TfiB USUBBB’S GIFT. 

A FBW months ago In London an old may sat in a 
large panelled room in, one of* tlie streets near Soho 
Square. Everything in the apartment w'as brown witli 
age and neglect. Nothing more superlatively dingy 
could well he imagined. The leathern covers of tlie 
chairs were white and glossy at tlie edges ; the carpet 
was almost of a uniform tint, notwithstanding its 
original gaudy contrasts ; thoxe were absurd old en- 
gravings upon the walls— tdics of the infancy of the 
art .; and curtains to the windows, whidi the smoke of 
years had darkened firom a delicate fawn to a rusty 
chdtolate colour. In the centre of the rooni, and as it 
were the sun of this dusty system, stood an office-table 
of more modem manufacture, at wliioh was seated the 
old ipaii altndcd to, sole loi^ and master cf the dismal 
(lomidle. Ho was by profession a money-lender. His 
age ndght bo from sixty to -ixty-five yeprs; his face 
was long, and his features seem^ carved out of box- 
W'ood or yellow sandstone, so destitute were they of 
mobility ; Ids eyes were of a cold, pale, steel colour, but 
his brows vreriC black and tufted like a grim old owl's ; 
a long aqUiline nose, a thin and compressed mouth, 
and a vast double chin, buried in a voluminous white 
neckcloth of more than one day’s wear, completed the 
portrait. Nor did the expression of his countenance 
undergo any perceptible diange as, idter a timid 
knock, the door oiiened, and a young man entered of 
singularly intoresting appearance. 

The new-comer was well-dressed, though his clothes 
w'q^e none of the newest, and had tlie air of a man 
accustoiuod to society, nis pale brow was marked | 
with those long horieoiital lines of which time is rarely 
the artist. His dark, de^ip-set gray eyes flashed with a 
painful brightness 5 Idl long che^nut hair, damp with 
Iierspxratlon, clung III narrow strips to his forehead; 
his whbib the piaii i^ho had made up 

Ids miild to soin^^bktK^^ course, from whicli im 
wavering Aw? part was# likely to tufn 

him aside, the opposition of others might 

compd him to ^ determine. Bonding hjis thll 

the money-lender in . a 
■tin if rntinifim]i(^^ « 

'* libiBPI'^hifiieve ? ' 

I »eciirity,V replied the BtirerJ 
tisitor's' 

iftr^ 

seas -in tlis:nS^^bf 
^:^krqj|udg0A;^^^ 



he refmmed with an eArt — *I saw your adwtisement 
in the papa:** 'fhe nsuiier did not even nod in answer 
to tldl his chair, 

await^ further ing *I am, as you will see 

by these papers, entitled to some property in reversion.* 

The usurer stretebod out his hand for the mpers, 
which jio looked over carefully with the same implac- 
able tranqinility*, whilst liis visitor entered into ex- 
planations as to their substance. 

Once only the money-lendev peered over the top of 
a dpcuitienl he was scanning, and siiid gruffiy: ^Your 
sanme,^ir, is Bernard West ? ' 

‘It in,® implied the stranger, inciihanically taking 
Up a newspaper, in which the first thing which caught 
ms eye was tlte advertisement alluded to, wliich ran 
thus:- — ^‘ JJfonsy to any amount advanced immediately 
on every description of security, real or. persoruil. 
Apply l^tween the hours of ten and five to Mr John 
Brace, Street, Soho Square.' 

After a brief interval of silence, the usurer itictlio- 
dically rearranged the papers, and returned them to 
the stranger. ‘ They arc of no, use,* he^said — ‘ no use 
whatever : the reversion is merely contingent. You 
have no available security to offer ? ' 

‘Could yon not ad vancje something upon these ox- 
pectations-^not even a sm^l sura ? * 

* Not a farthing,* said the money-lender, 

‘Is there no way of raising fifty — thirty — even 
twenty pounds?' said the stranger an. \ ion sly, and 
with ilie tenacity of a drowning man grasiiing at a 
straw. 

*Tliere is a w^ay,* said the usurer carelessly. West 
in his turn w'as silent, awaiting the explanation of his 
companion. ‘On personal security,' continued the 
latter with a sinister impatience, beginning to arrtuigc 
his writing materials for a letter. 

*I will give any discount,’ said the young man 
eagerly. ‘ My prospects are good ; I can' 

‘ Get a friend to be security for the payment of the 
interest ? ' 

* Of the interest and principal, you mean ?* 

‘ Of the interest only — and the life insoraiu'C,* atlded 
the usurer, with a slight* peculiarity of intonatioii that 
might have escaped the notice oV one whoso nerves 
were less exalted in their sensitive power than tlioso 
of his visitor's. 

* And what sum can I borrow on these terms ? ’ said 
Vi'esit gloom jly. 

‘A hundred pounds: more if you require it. In 
fact, any amount, it* your scarurity lx? good.*, 

‘ The interest will doubtless be high ?’ 

‘Not at all: four oif flve i)er cent. As nnudi is often 
given for money on mortgage of land.’ 

‘ And the life insurance ? ' 

‘ You will insure your life for five Imndred pounds, 
and you will pay the premiums with tlie interest.’ 

‘For yiue Jiuudred?' said West hesitating. ‘That 
iS; if I borrow’— — 

lOnf huudr^* replied the usurer sharply. ‘Men 
who lend money do not run risks. You may die, and 
four out of five insurance offices may fail; but the 
chances are that the fifth would pay.' 

‘But it is not likely'- — began Bernard West, amazed 
at this outrageous display of qp.ution^ 

‘i do not say it i8*likcly,* snarled the usurer with a 
contemptuous sort of pity for liw visitot'e dulness of 
Ipprelicniioa ; say it is possiffiOj Jind^I like to he 
on the safe side.' 

‘ Well, and how is the affair to be arranged f 

‘Your security, who of couirao must be a 
known, to iiave property, will giv© a bond ipiardhteeing 
t}t<f re^av payment ^ interest and premiums — tlwt 
is all.’ • \ 4 

We|t reflected for some* minutes in rilcnce. The 
/Sint ea^ression of hope that had for an instant Hghto<l 
his cOimteiMinco vanished. lie. understood the 
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money-ledder and hiB proposltkiii^ ^Bupdohtly clear own fliiike I care little to pteserve. And ye^ 1 haye 
remembrance of the tablee of life aaBurance which ho spent my. youth in accumulating treaBiir^^, which but 
hiid Been, enabled him #o x)Qrceive that thef interest and a brief Bpace mi^t haii^^ r^ pro<lucttve of benefit 
premiums together would amount to nCarljr twenty per to man, a:^ bf profit to myBeif, My father*® little 
cent., and tliat the bond engaged his secunty to pay an |nean8 and ipy ptrli have vanished in the purBUit of 
aunujjty for liis (West’s) life of tliat amount. It is true science, and in the J^^ph of sufibring more immediate ! 
that, “full of energy and hope, ho felt no doubt of his than pur own.' If F die also, with meixjrish the resultB 
capacity to meet the payments regdiarly: it is true of his experlmentfi^ his studies, and his sacrifices, 
that, monstrous as were tlie torms^ he would have €ac- There are jnoments when all ordinary calculations and 
cepted eagerly still harder ones/ hod it 8imp).y ^epLuded prudence Ire empty babbles. Life is tlie only real pos- 
on his own decision. But where find, or how ash* a session we have, and death the only certainty. Listen! 
friend to become bis bondsman ? He rim over intlespait 1 1 w^ jiaiikC dhe last proposal to you. Lend mo , but 
ilie scanty list of acquaintahoes whom Ms poverty had ten pounds — that is but /ew Aveck^of life — and I swear 
not already causeii to forget him. He f&t that the to you that If I dive, I will repay you for each jx)und 
thing was impossible. There was not one he could lent not ten or^wenty, but one hundred — in alJ, one 
tliink of who would have eA^en dreamed of entering thousand pounds | (Jrant that it be but a chance upon 
into such a compact. He turned desperately to the the one hand, yet, ujmn the other, how small is the 
money-lender. tlSIiliftc i a^ theil^ to save a humiin life— is not tliat some- 


; i and theil^ to save a human life— is not that some- 


‘ I liaA^e no friend,* ho said, ^ of whom I could in the scale f * And file stranger laughed at 

a\'ou 1!1 ask such a service. If I had, I should not be these laat words with a bitter gaiety, which caused a 
hero. Arc there no terms, however liigd^, on wMch strange thrill to creep along tiaj nerves of the usurer. 


you cun lend *ne evorv the most trifling sum, for which | 
I myself alone need bo responsible ?’ • ! 


However,® the lender of gold shrugged his shoulders 
without relaxing his habitual impassability of manner. 


‘ None,’ replied tlie usurer, already commencing his Ho did not speak. Possibly tlie idea occurred to him 


letter. 

* I AA'ill give thirty jKJr cent. ? ’ 

‘ Impossible.* 

‘Fifty?* 

The usurer shook his lioad impatiently. 
‘ A hundred — cent, per cent. ? * 

‘No!* 


that his «trange client ^meditated some act of violence 
upon himself or his strong box. But this idea speedily 
vanished, as the Jfcranger, rohipsfiig suddenly into 
silence and conventional behaviour, removed his Iiand 
from the usurer’s shoulder, and strode rapidly but 
ailmly from tho apartment. 

The door closed behind .the ruined man, and the 


The strange seeker of loiuis at length rose to depart, usurer drew a long breath, whilst his bushy brows 
He reached tlie door. Suddenly he turned back, his were contracted in a sort of agony of doubtandirre- 
eyes blazing with the sombre rtidiancc of despair. He solute purpose. 


stiodc up to tlie table, and planted himself, with folded 
arms, imiuediuiely in front of the usurer. 


MeanAvhilc Bernard West paused for an instant on 
the threshold of the outer-door, as if undecided wliicli 


'MarJc re saia west m a tone ot deep 8upprcs8(,^a road to take, in truth all loaas were mucii aime lo 
passion, like the hollow murmur of the sea before a him at that moment. Some cause, too subtle to Ijo 
stonn: ‘It is a question of life or death with me to get seized by the m^^htal analyst, detormiuod his course, 
money before sunset. licnd me only twenty iiounds. He turned to the right, and strode rapidly onwards. - 
and witliin twelve months I wHl repay you one Imn- He felt already like one of the dead, to join whom ho 
dred. I will give von evTry power which the law can was hurryinjg headlong. He looked neither to the right 
give one man over another; and I will pledge my nor to the l§ft ; .'uid before him was a mist, in Avhich 
honour, Aviiich neA'cr yet Avas questioned, to tho bar- the phantoms of his imagination disported themselves, 
gain ! ’ to the exclusion of all other visible ol>jeCt8. Nothing 

The usurer almost smiled, so strangely sarcastic earthly had any fiirtlior intert^st for him. Ho diil not 
was the contruetion of his features, as lie listened to even hear the stoi)s of some one running behind him, 
Ihcso Avords. • nor hear the voiee Avhiclt called after him to stop; but 

‘1 do not quest ion your honour,’ he said icily, ‘but his course was soon more efiectually arrested by the 
honour hosi nothing to do Avith business. As for the firm grasp of a imin’s hand, which seized him by tho 
law, there is an old axiom Avliich says, Out of nothing, arm with the force and the tenacity of a. vice, 
uothing comes.’ * He turned fiercely round. He was in no humour for 

Bernard AVest regarded the coM rocky face and the the converse of cjisual acquaintant^os. Nor Avas it any 


l)as8ionle8.s mouth from Avliicli these Avords proeecxletl 


rialist of happier days whose face now grectcil 


with that stinging wrath a man feels Avho has iiumi- him: it was the old money-lender, avIio in a A'oice 
Hated himself in vain. Nevertheless lie clung to the husky AA’itfl loss of breath, or possibly emotion, said, 
old flinty usurer as to the last m-k in asdeluge, and a thrusting a couple of twenty -pound bank-notei^ ^nto 
semse of savage roeklesshess came over him Avlien ho West’s hand — 

iulvanoed yet closer to the living cash-lxix Iwfore him, ‘Here! take these notes. Take them, I say!’ he 
v/lulst tho latter slirank half terrifietllK?foro the burning repeated, ns the young man, dizzy Avith iinuizemcnt, 


gaze of his visitor’s dilated pupil|. 

Laying his Imml upon the ijunney-lender’s elioulder, 
l»y a gesture of terrible familiarity that insisted upon 


stammered out — • • 

‘You accept, tlien, my terms?' 

‘No!’ growled the Usurer, ‘I to you. 


oiul commanded attention to hi« words. West sptAke you uuderstiuid mg? I say I them to you. I luu 
with a siidd^ (dearness and even musical distinctnens an old man ; I neA^er gave away a shilling beib^ in my 
of utteraiMjg that m more tti>pairing lifb ! Rci>ay me if you wiy, when and hov it Jlease 

in their sbloiina Old man, I am lU^perate ; 1 you.'^ I have no security— I ask no ackno^lod^ent ; 

am ruined. It Is but a fcAv ninths sinep my father I urant none. I do not count upon it. . 

; ^ died, leaving me not only penmlessflnit encircled by the ususer pronounced the livst words 
l^tt^ ^Hgations WlilPh have cramped GA^ery movomeut wbllfii was heroic, from the evident it 

1 woiitd have made. I have had no time, no quiet, to cost him. ‘There! go — go I* ho r©smnod|y^ take 
make aneifi;)rt sudi as my position requires. This wi old man's advioe-^Hake mojiojr and 

day I have s^nt my last shll&ig. - i am too proud to never lend exc^t on go<)d that ! * 

beg, and to borrow is to fieg when a man^ is kifbwn to the old man ^ntly pushed idl hatless 

be in dishes. Within one hour firom this time I and ifiipporod as ho was/ ha^ 
shall bo all tlie tortures of a 11& whicli fbr my leaving generosity 



'CHAHiBlES’a ISBlKBUnafi joui^al. 


I of a of thc pave- 

■ ' ineilt. ■ - *\ ' ' . . / . ■ 

About three months had when Bernard West 

once more knqck^ at the door of tjte m^^y-lender. 

^1$ idhr Briuse at home ? ’ he ii)^^ ^ 

* Oh I if yon please, sir, they hutied him yesterday^ 
feptied the servant, with a look of cufieosly -affected 
solemhity. \ 

‘Buried him!' Q^ricd the visitor with sinOoro disap- 
pointment and grrief in his tone. 

‘Yes, sir; perhaps you would like to teo Miss Brace, 
if it’s anything very particular?* • 

*1 should, indcedj'^said West; ‘and when she knows* 
tlic cause of my visit, 1 think sh% wiil excuse the 
intrusion.’ • 

The servant gavo an odd lo<^ whoso signiflcanco 
West was unahte to divine, m mt lied the way to lier 
young mistress’s drawiug-rooih. i V v 
West entered timidly^ for he doubted the delicacy of 
such a proceeding, lUongh his heart was almost bursting 
wdth desire of dxpansihh under iho shock just received. 
A beautiful and proud-|ooking girl of ninetSfen or twenty 
rose to meet lum,. Her large blue eyes, which 
bore traces of many a^. recent tears, worked strangely 
upon his feelings, alro^ly sufficiently excited.* 

‘I came,’ he said in his deep fbusical voice, ‘ to repay 
a noble service. Will you pormiteme .to siiaro a grief 
for the loss of one to. whom I owe niy life — ^j^es, more 
than my life!’ West paused, and strove vainly to 
master the emotion whicii checked his utterance. 

‘ My father rendered you a service ? * said the young 
lady eagerly, rt^garding with involuntary interest the 
noble countenance of Bernard, whidi, though it still 
bore traces of great suffering, w^s no logger wild and 
haggard, as at li^ interview with the money-lender. 

‘ A most unexpechid and generous sen-ice, ’ replied 
West, wlto, softening down the first portion of the scene 
wo have described, proceeded to iecount to the fair 
orphan the narrative of the great crisis in his destiny. 

* I knew it was m ! ’ criwl the young lady almost 
hysterically afliicted ; ‘ I knew he was not so grasping — 
so hard-hearted, as they said — as he himself, pretended. 

I knew he had a generous heave beneath idk his seeming 
avarice ! Oh, ytm are not the only one doubtless whom 
he has thus Served ! ’ 

West did not discourage tlic illusion. Kay, the 
enthusiasnv of the eharniing woman before him was 
contagious. ^ I’hanks to your father’s disinterested 
liberality,’ he n'suim^ ‘I am now in comparatively 
prosperous circumstances, I came not merely to dis- 
cliarge a debt believe me, it is no common graritude I 
feel ! Doubtless yoii inherit all your fatlter’s wealth— 
iloululess it is hut little service I can ever hoixj to 
remler you. Yet I venture to entreat you never to 
forget that you possess one frieu4pf absolute devotion, 
ready at all times to sacrifice liim^lf in cverj' way to 
youi‘ wishes and to your happiness.’ 

West paused al)rnptly, for the singular expression 
of the young lady’s features filled him with nstonish- 
ment. 

‘ You do not know, |hen’ 8 lf 2 l)cgaiv 

‘ Know wkat?’ 

V^at 1— rimi natural •child ♦’ she completed 

with a crimsoo biwsb, terniiig away lier head as she 
spoke, and coVe^ face with her hfinds— ‘ tlial I 
am wHtet fO relations ; Hint my father died 

intesti4te; that; wdio lives abromlf and 

wltlmut wh^iiiyy^^ can lx; done — ino|e- 

b^er, wlmSip|p[^^& spendthrift— |wiU tmre 

Iwive but one moreaveek 
thla by the landlord; in shorty 
t if I would mit ttatte : that, in a word, 

I’ Aiid convul- 

[st Bernard this speech 

ibme terrible hutricaiio Wj^n^tbe trees of a 
fox^a^, tearing up, as it W^jirc!,;;hy .the toots, all 


the teirible stoitj^m of his nature, and rouHng hopes 
and dreams which he had long banished to the deepest 
and nKMtlKltioless abysses of hfs soul; whilst Bernard, 
we repeat, ventured to take her liand in his own, and 
calm her painful Bgihition by such suggestions as im- 
mediately occurred to his mind. ^ 

‘ In the first place,’ he said, ‘ my dear Miss Brace, T 
corac to repay to* you your father’s generous gift.’ 

‘it belongs to his legal heirs. I cannot receive it 
with liopoig:,’ said the money-ltndtT’s daughter firmly. 

‘ Not so/ repli^ West gravely ; ‘ it was a free gift to 
me. f rep*yr it by a natural, not a, legal obligation;’ 
and he laid tHb two twenty-pound notes upon the table. 
‘Next,' he resumed, ‘I have to pay a debt of gratitinh*. 
1 owe ray liib to your fatlier. Thus in a manner I have 
become his iidoptc^l son. nius,* ho continued imi>etu- 
ously, ‘I have a right to say to you, regard me ns a 
brother; share the produce of my labour; render me 
happy in the thought that I am servingHhe child of my 
benefactor 1 To disdain my gratitude would be a^criiel 
insult.’ 

‘ I cannot disdjiin it !’ cxclainvcd the daughter of the 
usurcUr with a sinlden imimlsc of tliat sublime couli- 
denee Which a noble and generous soul can alone in- 
spire. > Yes— I accept your assistance !’ 

Tlio face of Bernard brightened up, as if by an elec- 
tric agent. But how were the two children of sorrow 
confounded by the discovery that they were no longiT 
alone, find that their conversation had been overlieard 
by an utter stranger, who, leaning against liie wall at 
the farther end of thp room, near the drxir, apixMred to 
survey them with an utter indifference to the propriety 
of sucli behaviour ! 

He was a man of lietween forty ainl fifty years; a 
great beard and moustache concealed tlu* lower part of 
a swarthy but liaiwlsome eountenuiiee of rare dignit} 
and severity of outline. His dress was utterly un- 
BiiglUh. A vast mantle, with a hood, fell nearly to 
the ground, and he wore huge courier’s boots, whieli 
were still splashed, as if from a journey. Ilis grt*at 
dark eyes rested witli»nn expression of royal Ix^ncvo- 
leneo upon the two young people, towards whom he 
advam'C^ w’ith a courteous inclination, that, as if mag- 
netically, repressed Bernard’s first indigimnt imjjulse. 

‘l am the heir-at-law,’ he said in a mild voice, ns if 
he had lK?en announcing a most agreeable piece of in- 
telligenco. 

‘Then, sir,; said Bernard, ‘1 trust’ 

‘Trust absolutely!* interrupted quickly the foreign- 
looking heir. ‘ My cliildren, do you kiiow,who I am ? 
No? I will tell you. I am a momster, w'ho in. his 
youth preferred lx*aiit/to ambition, and glory to gtdd. 
For ten years after attaining munluKHl I struggle<l on, 
an outcast from my family, in [K>verty and humilintion, 
w ithout friends, and often witliuut bread. At the end 
of five more years 1 was a great man, and those wdio 
had iieglcctccV and starved, and scornwl me, came to 
l)Ow down ami worship. But the Vieauty 1 liiul adorc*d 
was dust, and the fire of youthful hope quenched in the 
bitter w^aters of science. For ten years since I have 
w^andered over the earth. I am rich ; I may say my 
wealth is boundless ; iSir I have but to shake a few^ fan- 
cies from this brain, to trace a few ciphers with this 
hand, and they Ixjcqpie gold «t my command. Yet 
mofk roy words, iny children! One look of love is, 
if my esteem, worth more than aB tbe^PX>lauso of 
kn aijc, or all the w^calth of an empire!^ The dark 
siranger paused for im Instant, as if in meditation, 
th^abniptly coi^inuid : ‘7 take ypur iiilieritancc, fair 
child !— 7 rob the orphan and the liiiierlesB ! qpd the 
'smUp of disdainful pride which fdllbwed these words 
said more than whole piles of porckmont renunciations 
as to his ititention. t 

fovcffiintarily the orphan ihd Bernard selaed eoc^ » 
hahd of the hiysterious man liesidc them, who, rilently 
dritwing the two hands together^ uniting them in 


Ills own, i^id gentl}’', * Love one anolhcr as you will, 
my young friends, yet snare at times a kinej thought 
for the old w andering l^t ! Not a worfl I I under- 
stand you, though you do*iiot understand yourselves. 
It is as easy to tell a fortune as to give it.’ 

An<l vms the prophecy realised? asks a eurious 
reader. But no answer is needed ; for If the prophecy 
were false, why record it? And, pray, who was tlio 
stranger, after all ? Tdo curious reader !f—it^ iS one 
thing to tell stories, and another to commit bre^hos of 
confidence. • 


THE SHEEr-EARlSUiR IN AUSTIIALIA. . 

[In the number for October 12, laW, n paper appeared dcacribing 
the cmigi’aiit'H Unni life and pro»jiects; the following naiTHtivo, 
tho genuine experiences of ji Sfpjatter, may aerve as a complctio^tt^ 
of the subject, by deaeribing life in the buali.] 

^And now, Jabez, rcinoinber; at sunrise you all meet 
here. The bullock -drivers with the drays will be 
ready, and yc«i must see that Macncil and Smith are 
])unctual : start as st«on as you got together, and Hry if 
you can’t get eight miles nearer Sandy Creek by sun- 
down. Mr Brow'll and myself wdll overtake you by 
inid-day — and mind you look well after the men, as 
well as the jinn bucks.’* Such was the conclusion of 
a series of directions given to a confidential shepherd 
(HI a station jibout forty miles from Melbouriih, Port 
ri:i!ip, by Frank Woodman, a young man of five-and- 
tw ( lity, whose busby beard, and br^iwiiy figure attired i 
in canvass tnjiiscrs, round white jacket, and cabbage- 
tree hat, b(‘si)oke the sq.uatler; wliile Iiis sunburnt 
features and liard liands bore witness to exposure and 
toil, whieli had doubtless tasked ovtai his sinewy frame ' 
and tiroad shouidors to tlieir utmost. 

Frank v the fourth son of an attorney in good 
practice in Devonshire, wdio gave him a sound educa* 
lion at a graimnar-scliool in the ueighbourhootl, and 
then placed him in the ofliee^ w liere he spent tw'o years. 
But the law was not to his tasto; a few' months in tlic 
surgery of an elder hrollier gave hinv an equal dislike 
to physic ; and on the 8lb of thine 1 S42, he sailed for 
{Sy(hi(‘y w ith Xi.oOO in liis piK;ket, with liberty to draw 
on bis father for a like sum. As to the pursuits he was 
about to follow, lie knew' nothing: Iiis ideas of colonial 
life w'ore very indistinct ; he eoiUentcd luinsidf with the 
axiom — * Wiuit man lias done, man n^y do.’ He 
intended to try slieep •fanning, and fare as otliers liad 
fared befostf him ; lie felt himself inexperienced, hut 
trusted to youth and perse veranee to turn the scale 
in Iiis favour. 'Jiie sliij) in wiikh lie sailed touched at 
Melbourne, Port Pbilii) — then comparatively an infant 
settlement ; and here, having met with a friend he had 
known at home, he was induced to remain, ghing 
up altogctlu r the idea of iiroceediiig to Sydney. In 
a lew w'C'oks lu^ purchased a third of small shcop- 
stalion alxnit forty miles from ^lelbounic; his shiux* 
j was a llock of about oOO sheep, with their ‘run,’ or right 
<'f pasturagi!, for wdiieli he gave 9s. i>er head ; and he 
hecanie joint-occuijier of lipj partners hut, and set to 
Work in earnest as a ‘squatter.’* Whatever his exjioe- 
tations may have Ikxmi with regard to tlie iirivations 
and discomforts of the life he I1U4I chosen, it must be 
confessed that those* expectations fell far short of the 
reality. The hut winch was now to liecome his liony 
was built eiuirely of hark— ,hark walls, Imrk roof, and 
eveu hark chimney. A few' uty*ight poles arc tlriven 
Jnto tins giound at certain distancesu aitross tlicsS are 
lushed . one or tw'o horizontal ones to strengthen tlie 
Jiprights ; the bark, stripped from the Ixi.x or stryigy ; 
Imrk-trees in sht*ets alHiut six feet long by three broad, 
ifi tied on with narrow strips of<|the saoie material : the 
chimney, sliapocl like one of the old-fashioned clilinnoys 


still met with in farmhouses in England, Is plafcqd at on<i 
end, from which it stands out its whole depth : an extra 
pole or two is lashed 011 to the roof to keep the covering 
in place; and heboid the bark-hut of the squatter 1; In 
ijiis instance the hut yas about sixteen feet by tw'olvo, 
tfnd consisted of but dne rboni, ‘ parlour, and kitchen, 
and hall,’ andW’gs indeed occasj<jnally their killing-house 
in addition. Upon JtwO cross bedsteads, one in either 
corner farthest from the fire, did and one of his 

partners r5st respectively their weary limbs each niglit ; 
the «y^^d resident occupied a hammock slung above. 
J4’ca, irmtton,^and ‘damiier’* — damper, mutton, and 
tea, three' times a day, was their wmple diet — digestion 
assisted of coursa by the ncver-mling pipe ; not that 
w'liich Corydons^of old considered a necessary app(;n- 
dage to pastoral pur^juits, but a short, ' bhuik-looking 
a$air, like the Irish dfidhoen, in wduch was consumed 
islll American%\egrohftid in unlimited quantities. At 
tiBk station Frank remained about twelve moiilhs, 
working very hard ; up each morning before sunrise — 
often his own sheidiertl, always his own laundress, and 
of course hft own cook. But he gained little by his 
work save in point of experience ; his flock turned 
out to be tw'o-thirds w'ethers, so it was not a fast- 
increasing one ; and his partners were not overfoud 
of w'ork, and were willing to allow him more than his 
due share of that a^iclc, lie resolved to break off* the 
connection, and purchased the right of a small neigh- 
bouring run. In the colony, runs are transferred irith 
stock. ■ In this case he ostensibly bought tw'o cow'^, for 
w'hich he gave L.lOO ; and witli the cattle, the run or 
right of pasturage was (/iven in. Here, in December 1 81 [>, 
he drove his little flock, and Iiere he built a slab-hut. 
This is of a superior descriiition to the bai'k-liut, and has 
a much neater apiicarauce. The walls are formed, as 
its name imports, of slabs of wood, partially snuxithed 
w'ith the adec, and the roof covered with shiiiglc^J or 
smaller slabs of the same material, laid on in tlie man- 
ner of slates. This hut, like the last, consisted of but 
one room ; but it was thirty feet long, and proportion- 
ately broad, and outbuildings wctc attached, so that 
it appeared a great improvement on Iiis i)revious 
habitation. * 

Here also our colonist laliourcd very hard. He 
employed two shepherds (each having his ‘ hut-keeper,’ 
Avliose province it was to cook the provisions, and taki* 
charge of the sheep by night, when brought in and 
folded), and a hush-earpentcr to fell tiinlxu*, and con- 
struct his buildings, fences, &c. With this latter man 
he worked ns ‘mate’ day after day for some months, 
and hod, in addition to his bodily labour, tlie anxiety 
of niiud attendant upon frequeiitly-reciirriiig casualties 
in his flock. Iiis run was wliat is loriued a ‘rangy 
comiti'y,’ intorsoirted at intervals by ranges of liigli 
hills, uith other smaller ranges running out of these at 
right angles ; so that if the 81 kh?p si>read nuieh wliiie 
feeding, they were soon out of sight, and eonseqiiptltly 
many were lost, and when llius separated from the 
fl(K’k, easily fell a prey to the native dogs, which in 
this district were very numerous and destructive. This 
native dog, the greAt pest of tl^ slicep-farmer, is an 
indigenous animal, almut twice the size of a fox, with 
perhaxis a grealft^T liWbness to the wolf; it destroys 
almost every animal it meets with, foals and calvc$ 
often falling *a sncrifice to its voracity : but stray 
sheep are its ]>cculiar prey^ On one (xx’asiou ; 
finiiiu that wdieii the sheep were brought in andKbided^ 
tliat some ;U)() were missing: a iiselesa 
iinraedia^dy •instituted, which was rchewi^ ;at diiy- 
breoirwdtii some anxiety for the late of tl^i;'tni3sing ; 
^ and with great reason, for upwaida of 200 were found 
dead and dying — all more or less anrtUaitcd, and some 
partly devoured. Such ca8Ualti!i^ (of eour^^ in a le^s 

■ - ' ■ . ' ll, . ,. ;;: 1 ^1. „ I — i.; — - 

* ‘ Daiuper.* T/t a thin caka fifoiii flour and water, aadi 
Uiked iu wood-ashes, iS|{lvca thih IH^swhat exprcMive npiKdlatiou^ 


[ ^roAionthluillly occw arid thiri caiwed 

I atiot^a^r difrtoulty to aifii© r no jhcpberd ^ottld j^aia 
I bit term of temce iirben he. found thrit, with the 
I gr^^tt hU flock to often missing 

at ite ' *' f 

Atl this was harassing in tht^ eitriemo to Frank ; 
indeed he was sometimes tempted, to •despair when 
he found, on visiting his flock, , that only were 
I sheep missing, bii^’that their shepherd 
I too. Pecuniary matters just at thie timS presented 
an unfavourable aspect; it was nol^jo^^ 
that with the necessary outgoings bn *the oifc hand». 
and very little increase in hiS flo^ on the Other, the 
affairs of our settler could be to 
ing condition : indeed he found hi! capital quickly 
diminishing, and the balance w^h liis a^nt at Idel- 
bournc vbry nearly wiV, Or eM Sometimes that it 
appeared upon the wrong 'side*of the •oooks. It was 
tliereforc not surprising if» ’»tith all hiS endurance taxed 
. to the utmost, poor Framk Woodman began somewhat 
to despond. Tlibughts of home, and of the comforts he 
had voluntarily left beWnd, were oontinuAly intruding 
themselves ; and nOthirig short of the indomitable per- 
severance of the Sajton race, and some natural dislike 
to return to liis flriet^s with only A tale of disaster and 
disapi»ointment, (^uld liate carried him through this 
period of liis adventures. It wHs this succession of 
difflculties that induced liim, after a two years* trial at 
this station, to entertain the idea of trying a run in n 
now country — that is, in a part not yet settled ; and on 
his next journey to Melbourne witli his wool, he com- 
niissionod a man of some experience to inspect for him 
certain land situated at some distance in the interior, 
of which he had heard good report. A friend who had 
come out to the colony with him, rind to wliom he. 
now communicated his views, agreed to join him in his 
eiitft'prise, if an eligible run up the country was to be 
hiwl ; and upon receiving from their, agent a favourable 
account of some unsettled land upon the Henry River, 
at a distance of about 260 miles from Melbourne, the 
friends agreed to ‘ chance it,* as the colonial phrase has 
it, and start for ‘fre^sh ficUb and pastures new,* as soon 
; as the necessary arrangements could be radde. 
j The first step was to advertise the run wliich Frank 
Woodman now held ; and soon, among various other 
I ‘ desirable runs ’ and ‘ eligilde investments * which 
I llgunHl in the columns of the ‘Melbourne Morning 
' Ilerakl,’ might have been read the following : — ‘Jerry’s 
Creek. To be sold, a }mrt of the stocl^ with run, at 
this eligible station, only forty miles from town'. For 
further partitnilafa inquire at Mr Simmons’s offices, 24 
George Street, Melbourne.* In a few weeks a bargain 
was struck with a settler who had previously formed 
too close an acquaintance with swattipy plains in his 
run, and who looked with a favofunihle eye on the high 
ground of tlie ranges on Jerry’s Creek. Frank sold him 
rams for Jj. 240, and with them transferred the 
right of run, and all tlie ‘improvements* — ^that is, the 
buildings, fencings, &c. on the station. Itwiis arranged 
that Frank’s horses, sixteen in iiumbor, were to be left 
with a friend for a tiirie ; and the sfieep, numbering now 
IdOOj toother wi a flock of the same nuinlx»r belong- 
ing ter Frank’s friend and now partnei^ Mr J ones, w'crc 
to be drivrin to the new station, wherever jt might prove 

1 I^reprations now made for the journey : fi(jvcral 
fresh and shepberds— were lured ; 

loaded wfth 

to months, together* wi£i a few 

*df furniture,^ rind rioddles, ironmongery^nd 
to an iriit^lWion. Each dray cost 
'thw ^ and the* bullocks to each dray) L.9 

per The dray, the uiriril^ of transport in 
the erilony, i» whidt tke wool is setit to iown, and pro- 
'Is a to out : 

;/'Tto;bot^iii sriffie fsw 


inch^ a^rt, riistd iron pins and rail fortif the sides. 
'VV^n li^en, a tarpauling is ^usually placed over the 
goOdi, long* enough to haqg over the sides and reach 
Ste ground. These ends are rolled up when the dray 
is in motion; and at’night, or when a lialt oamrs, they 
are let do^, and then form a sort of tent, undeirwhicli 
the men sleep, perfectly protected from the weather. 

At sunrise on tlio 8th January 1846, being the day 
suoceedlng that upon which our narrative opened, 
migSt cha¥e been seen passing the boundary of the 
Jewy’jp Creek run, the following company: — First 
inarched the bullock-teams, three in number, with tlieir 
heavy drays, ‘ apparently well laden, and covertni with 
the stout taipauling before spoken of — the drivers 
seeming to vie with each other in trying who could 
produce the greatest amount of noise with tlunr whips, 
the lashes of which are usually formed by strips of silk 
handkerchief plaited and fastened to the thongs. 
These, so finished, produce a crack which may bci heard 
at n great distance ; and so fond arc the drivers of tlie 
noise, that one zealous in his vocation will often lay in 
a stock of three or four handkerchiefs sjkicially for t he 
seVvifce of one long journey ; and ‘even then, iK-forc he 
reaches his dostination, is often necessitated, Ids silk 
being expended, to use a lash made of the hairs drawn 
from the tails of his bullocks.* This produces a less 
sharp eoimd than one of silk, hut is much preferred hy 
him tq none at all; for as a recTuiting-party without 
the dnlim and fife would be shorn of its chief attraction, 
so would the dignity of the hiillock-drivor T)e shorn wen) 
he compelled to entesr his market- town without his jie- 
culiar noisy accompaniment. In close at tendance ujion 
the bullock-drivers walked two luit-kooiH^rs, wlioso duty 
on the journey it was to cook and get evcrytiiing ready 
at each stoppage; and, lastly, came the sheep iu one 
flock, with the three shepherds and their numenms 
dogs, of all sizes and breeds. Tin* roads in this part 
of the country, esjiecially at some distance from the 
morket^towns, are merely the tracks of the drays 
passing over the turf, and in wet wi‘jithor are almost 
impassable ; it being fio unfretpiont occurrence for the 
driver and his assistant# to ho under the necessity of 
digging a passage for the wheels of his dray from out a 
i rut, from the depths of which the whole strength of the 
I bullocks failed to extricate the heavy vehicle. At tliis 
season, however (the iniilst of summer), the roads wen* 
Jiard and goml, anti in about two hours and a half the 
drays had art ived at the end of their first day’s journey 
— about seven miles. They wore drawn up in a triangle, 
with space between them siitficiiuit to foiytlio sheep : 
the bullocks wore suffered to graze, the tarpauUngs 
were unrolled, and the cooking began. Soon after 
Frank and his partner arrived on liorseback at the 
halting-place, and wore scK)n reclined at length mider 
the welcome sluwle of some trees hy the river bank, 
l^guiling the time until the arrival of the sheep with 
n pipe, and flie intenlmnge of hoi>es and fears for the 
future. The sheep, wliich fed ns they went, and W'hich 
‘camiwd* (that is, lay down in a body in tlie shade) 
during the hottest part of the day, and could only tra vel 
morning and evening; arrived a short time before Run- 
down, when they were folded, and all the bipeds were 
soon deep in the discussion of dinner; and after the 
usual solacing pipe and some (jhart-pot tea,* all partied 
betook themselves to slumber, cliidiy underneath the 
shelter of the dravR. . 

j The next jmoming’s sunrise found them all stirring : 
ho»l0s Vero catight amd saddled for the masters ; bul- 


^ * ▲ nocossary part of tlio outfit of tht travollcr In Australia I* a 
qtian tin otip or pot, and a pannikin of the same materiid ; and ono 
of tho first prodo^iikg upoiva halt, after a fire is made, la to age 
thom thug :-rTho pol is fllloS wltUiWator, and piAdSd tUKin tho fire. 
"When me water ig unmlstakahly hoUlng, a litieral jpltioh or two 
of tea is thrown in, the pot removed from the fire» sad the panni- 
kin plocod on the top. By tho time the tea has all sunk to ,tho 
hetom, the beverage is fit to drink. * . 


319 


locks were ^fouiid and harnessed; agfiij^ was heard the of the hiorning were, spent in recovering theim 
crack 1 crack! of the drivers ; and accompanied with on one oe^ion a whole day passed in fruitless search, 
the bleating of the shcej^ the barking of dSgs, and the and tiiC ihiecp Were- of necessity driven* back to the 
shouts of tl 1 C men, once more the cavalcade moved on, place df the previous night^s encampment. The great- 
again to follow the same course as that of the preceding e^t part of the i|e 3 £t ^ay was consumed in scouring the 
day. ^lius journeying onward, with but little varia^ country ; but toward evening, as our colonist, after 
tion, they Ciimc on tlie fourth day to the point. where having riddpm some sixty miles, w^ returning, wearied 
the river was to be crossed: the sheep were to be ferried and anxious, from hjs bootless errand, he happened to 
over ; and this was nccessai’ily a work pf time, as only sj^y tlic^ runaways, quietjy making ^le most of a little 
thirty could be conveyed 'at once ; and oftei\ much dil- bit of swe^t p^ture entirely surrounded by scrub—a 
ficulty Avas found in getting them' into the boat: lipw- sort »f. Oasis ill the desert: it needs scarcely be said 
ever, at the end of the second day, all were sfScly that thucroekof the stock-whip soon roused them from 

the other side, without any casualty of^ consequence. Ifieir enjoyment, and in' a fciv raojpicnts they were gal- 
Frank met with a ducking in attempting to swim his lopping, heads instinctively turned towards ‘ camp,’ from 
horse over ; tlic animal, unused to tlie adventure, when which it proved fliey were hut a few miles all tlic time, 
in the micJdle of the stream, tried to find bottom, but with tlieir now deligl^cd master close upon their quar- 
as the river avjis nearly thirty feet deep here, of course tera. It W'as now, however, too late toi>roceift on their 
he Avas disappointed ; and, in revenge, bojfaii to plunge#? so that they enoamped three nights on the same 

and s\jpi)ed liis rider off’. Friank, however, still holding 4'^t on this occasion. ’Phis was the only time that so 
by the bridle, struck out manfully for the shore, wliieli long a delay arose from tliis cause, 
he readied safely, when lie again mounted the rcfrac- As they proceeded, further up the country, stations 
tory animal, rfTid sii<x:c^ded this time in the attempt to ^become more^ unfrequent ; and on the 20th of February 
cross. This horse never afterw'ards refused to ta)^ the they lost all traces of the road, or track imido hy the 
Avater, an accomplishment liighly necessary in a coun- passage of drays to and from the several stations. Tliey 


try Avliere bridges are scarce, ahd fords are often some- had now «ome close up^n the unoccupied hmd of w hich 
Avhat dangerous, from the swollen state of the rivers. they vrere in search; and taking proAusions for llirec 
Monotonous ns must be a journey of many Aveeks days AA'ith them, Fra:^ and his agentfrode forward iiiion 
A.illi slock, ercieping on, as it w^ere, but six or eight an exploring exiiedition. It must be confessed that 
inlh^s a day ; yet a great interest, an iiidescl’ibable tlie fiirtlier acquaintance with tlic country thus formed 
eh.) MU, and an air of romance belongs to the under- did not at first prepossess in its favour; a gi*cat part, 
taUing, wliicb noncMam fully appreciate without actual perhaps one third, was unavailable for the purpose of 
experjcnee. At first the stock require a good deal of pasturage, being covered with thick scrub, and tbc 
attention to keep them together; but as the journey grass on the plains was, quite blanched and dry Avith 
proceeds, less care is sieeded ; and the tedium may be the intense heat. (They Avere now, it must be recol- 
loBsciied hv an oeeiisioual exploration of the country lected, in the midst of sumiiier, and the thermometer 
around tli - tra< k', as vraM as the diversion afforded hy averaged 98“ to 120^) The river, now lows ford- 
tlie use of 1 . gun or rod, or a kangaroo hunt now and able in most plaeeSj sboAved, boweA^er, that its broadtli 
then, to those fond of the sport. To each station on in Avinter was much increased, and there Avas a tolerable 
the route, of course a passing visit is paid ; and, just as supply of timber — the usual iron-bark, stringy-bark, 
nmeb of course, is a Avelconwi found: the scenery, ^too, and ^im-trees— on and near its reedy banks. WJien- 
is constantly vjirying ; and although it must be con- ever tlie bush did not intcrceiit the view, the eye 
fesKsed that its prevailing cUaracier is gloortiy, still traversed seemingly boundless plain, intersected by 
many a iertile plain and crcHjk breaks upon the view a few^ rang&B of low^ hills, at a considerable distance 
as the. journey lengthens, and thus much of its mono- apart. I5ut to the experienced squatter the picture 
tony is relieved. Its end, too, is never lost eiglifc of; was not gloomy, nor tlie vicAv uninteresting, lie could 
ami siK'culations as to the character and aiqiearance of sec that the feed Avas likely to iirovo good fi)r shoe}) 
the imknoAvn goal, alw'ays keep aJivo the interest and and cattle: the rfrer, now at its lowest, wnnild at all 
excitement. Altogether, notAvithstandiiigiits hardsliips times aflbrd plenty of that absolute necessary in such 
and trials, a journey of this kind is ever looked back a climate — water ; the scrub would give shade ; and in 
upon w'ith twine measure of pride and satisfaction, and the unpicturesqiie flatness ho srav but tin.' facility for 
its ineidi-nts and its inisliaps form Ibe subject of many running his sheep in large flocks, with but little trouble 


a futurr' yarn. 


and expense. Frank had before quite enough of a rangy 


- J’erliaps the greatest difliculty they experienced in country; and with regard to his other pest, the native 
this journey Avas met Avith Avhen, in order to save a dogs, lie hod learned at the stations lie had lately 
considerable distanci', they left the banks of tlie river, passed that the dogs,, never so troublesome as in many 
mid crodserl some twenty miles of plain. This Avas parts, Averif lessening in number twery year : tlic iiatiA^c 
a serious undertaking, then* lieiiig no AViiter the Avliole inhabitants, be Avas told, were feiv, and those disposed 
distance, and at that .seas-on of extreme heat, tlie to be friendly and useful : none liad been seen as yet. 
sheep Avould scarcely travel Avithout drinking; and After three days’ survey, they returned to camp, with 
oil the second day of this ‘ passage of tlie plains,’ a determination to fix their lot on that run, and to do 


it w\'is by incessant exertions ouly that the tired ani- uieir oesi eno 
mala could be made to move ; for every foAv minutes into a home, i 
tile disposition to * camp ’ sliowx'd itself, and had to be independence, 

preA’unted. Towards sihidown, liowever, the Aveleome — 

of tho bcU-bird * Avas heard, and soon after tbe 
instinct of 4he sheep discovered the proximity oft tlx3 Aj^^ongst r 
stream : now the only difficulty was to restrain their evergreens, ca! 
course ; they rushed foiAvards at full gallop, overturn- iit^our gardei 


tlieir best endeavoiutto turn tha^ unfriendly Avilderness 
into a home, that barren flat into a source of profit and 


rUNEBUAL CYniEBB. 


Ap;}ong8t recent importations of hardy oruatubnial 
evergreens, calculated to afford herealter a 
iit^our garden and landscape scenery, 


■ ing, and running great risk of drowning one another in to rival Ibis^beautiful tree. The traveller w4iu.'i^pear« 
their eagerness. or^Wally to have noticed the funeral cypte«t (Ot»pm- 

As time wore on, the working bullocks liecamoxery ' sus funebris), ot at least the firs* who has left any 
ftesli, having hut six or eight miles per day to do : they recorded facts in relation to it, wai GeUige Stif^nton, 
often wond^^ so far dur^fg tilh night that some hours when exploring C^na in the Macartney. 

— — 1 Subsequently, however, ;i!dr Fortuge it nfar the 

A bi3pd with a pocnllariy musical note, noA'cr heard but in celebrated tea-^unty ^ 
tho vioinitr Off water.. - mterest of that gentlemftu,: Mpara Standish and 
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of tho l|^hot «K uriekiM iiii bcien>i^9«3|^led to 

imyort' 5botk, sectls and Mr de- 


aoribaa this, lumping oypreas as quite neV; U^i a noble- 
; iookia|[4r^i^. about; ikty in having a stem 

M etra^i^tbe Nmolk lstan4^:f and pendulous 
brnnc^ft^iiico the weeping branches prqfr 

at iirst horizontally with tbc' stui:% (hen describe a 
graceful curve upwards, and drobp again at tlw points. 
From these main branches, otheAi, l^g and slender, 
hang down toward^' the ground,, and giro thi whole tree 
a weeping and graceful form. It is aliq V>ry syraniqtrical, 
and reiiiiiids one of a large and gorges :^haud^er. In 
regard to its effect in scenery^ Mr Fokune remarks :-*« 

* It has a most striblng and beautiful edbet Upon the 
Chinese landscape, and in a few ye^ thb same effect 
w ill doubtless be produced by it upon our oirisi^ It will be 
particularly valuable for park soefiery, for lawns, for the 
entrance* suburban residency. and as an ornament for 
our cemeteries. 1 have no do^t ihaf it is quite as 
hardy as Crypi^meria j^ponica and the Indian Deodar, 
and will be a coiiipamon lirr both in our parks and 
pleasure-grounds.* I’heiiaOt of its being perfectly liardv, 
as conjectured by Mr Fortune, has now Uwn perfectly^ 
established: hundreds i(ff young plants have stood the 
past winter uninjuiod ih the Ihigshot Nurseries; some 
young seedlings, in a growing were reiuoved from 
a cold house to the open ground without protection, and 
subjected to e[ghf degrees Of fros^ in the first week in 
May, without injuf^^. 

ACtOAKBOXT. 

A cloak boat, manufactured of India-rubber, from the 
dcidgn of Lieutenant R. A. Halkctt/ R-.N., by Mr 
Matthews of Charlng-Cross, has been thus experimented 
with: — A blue cloak, of the Macintosh make, was laid on 
the floor of a shed, the outside being next the door, and 
a wicker sort of mat wiis deposited on it, which formed a 
flat bottom, the cloak having an air-pyoof cyliuder; and 
witl^n one minute it was thoroughly infixed, and thus 
suddenly luetainorpliosed into a boat, glided into the 
W'ater, a gentleman being seated ip it, and rowing aft diflfer- 
cut intervals with a couple of hand-paddles, shaped like 
looking-glasses. This boat is cxtreniely serviceable to 
persons travelling, for the purj^ose of cro^in^ rivers or 
streams where no other means an* at baitd, is instantly 
available, and can, in cases of necessity, be cojiverted into 
an excellent bed. The weight of this kind of boat, w'ith 
bellows and paddles, is about nine pounds. An umbrella, 
to act as a soil, can also be furnished if required. 

OUASS-CT-OTH OF IKWA. 

Dr M. Cleborii has illustrated to the Rrkish Associa- 
tion the economy of the grass-cloth (C7>u /»«) of India. 
The author sLate<l that several species of plants belonging 
to the order ur/tcaerfe were employed in llindoostan for 
yielding fibres used in the manufa^ure of textile fabrics. 
He exhibited several articles of digest, very white andlight, 
which were made from the fibres of an urticaceous plant, 
the Jtohnieria fiivea. Mr Gourlie of (ilasgow stated that 
wejmew veiy little of the raw material of many of the 
fabric from other parts of the world. We were for a' 
long time igiioruiit of the ruaterials from which Maiiilla 
handkerchiefs were made. It was said to be the fibre of 
the leaf of the pinc-applh, but we bad not succeeded in 
luauuf^turing them in this country. Dr 'Lankester re- 
marked th^^ the exhibition of^ raw materials in 

the coiiimg Exhibition of 1851 had been deprecated by 
some« ha it might be made ouc of fhe most 

Dr Uoyle said that it 
liis^ long been doubtful wkat plant yielded the gtass- 
cloth of Indian and tioW that we know the plant, it would 
tidil^btediy lead' to its further employment. Tbarc 
w^e many other ; fabrlei^lw India of whfch tve know 
^ huthiag of the mttlerWltf. that one 

reaiit bran<^^;^:Cl^vihe manufactures of this f 
v CO^i^ of the KxhihUlop of d851 wae -that of raw 
^ matOilills. Every pains should takBU to obtain the 
:bf ci^ry speciciill^p yielded 


:,:6QN(J^MY D ORDER HOME. 

^ ; I: Am— The Itoae ofWlkuulak, 

' ^SOWE praise the charms of foreign clinies, 

' ' Where summer skies ne’er fade. 

Where beauty dwells in sloe-black eyes, ^ 

• And cheeks of olive shade. 

So let tliebi boast who choose to roam 
O’er lands beyond the sea; 

• Content am I — my Border Horne, 

^ * And Tweedside charms for me. 

Sing nt>t to mo of orange groves, 

Of birds with dazzling plume ; 

Of vine-clad hills and perfumed valed, 

Where fragrant myrtles bloom ; 

Of gay guitar’s soft, magic tones, 

Of love-born minstrelsy : - 

They tempt me not — my Border Iloinr, 

And Tweedside charms for me. ♦ 

Oh, nought beneath a southern sk}^ 

^ However rich and rare. 

With thy enchantments, bonny 'I'wccd, 

For beauty can corn})arc. 

Here let me dwell — ’tis nature’s throne — 
Annuig the brave and free : 

Content am I — my Border Home, 

And Tweedside charms for me. 

0. (.'list Regt.) 

Berwick- dh- Tweed. 


COMl'nEMKNTAUV C01.OI KS, 

It is well known that the combination of two comple- 
mentary colours produces while ; and this is usually 
shewn in lectures by em|doying two glasses — one of a rod, 
and the other of a green colour, the tints of which, al- 
though of considerable intensity, entirely dijfiippcar during 
the simultaneous interposition of tJic glasses between 
the eye and the source of liglit. M. ^^aumenc several 
years since arrived at ^he same re.su U by using coloured 
liquors, and e8])ecially by mixing a solution of cobalt 
with one of nickel, botlr perfectly ]»ure, and so diluted 
that their colour is nearly of equal intensity, 'i'hc rose- 
red colour of the cobalt is cotupletely destroyed -by the 
green of the nickel, even in concentrated solutions, and 
the mixe<l liquid remains colourle.ss. — Jouni. dt Vharm, 
et dc Chim.y Mars IdoD r TUtlos. No. ‘Jl l. 

— „ 

Owinpfto a Hingiilar ini.Ht-ike, the jnMMti oiitillinl l)r§anc€ to TUmf, 
wliieh sipiK.nu’ud in Nu. .'<81, wan a-scribed U> a vt ternn soldier livin;: 
in NOrthumberlttnd. ^^’e if I'v learn that it is one o( thi’ published 
conijioaitious of I»r t^jarb^H Maekay. It i« but juKtico to llio vettrHiji 
In fj«ie6UoD to mention, tbut lie bad no culpable tuncerii In the 
matter. 


T n E E M I G It A N T \S M A N V A L. 

W. A K. CIIA MllKUS are now publishing a tVork frir 
KtiilgranU, earcfiilly prcjiaied from the iuo.st jeeent public 
dueumeuts, uud other truhtworthy souiee.s of inforuiutioii. It 
will embrace accounts of the following lie’.ds of Kmigrution, and 
matters of general utility 
AUSTKALIA ; 

NEW ZEALAND; SOUTH AlJUTrA , inehidlng UiO CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE, and POUT NATAL. 

BK I T I S H A M £ li 1 C A : and UNITED STATES 
• ♦ AMEKICA; also, ^ 

A GENEUAL DISSERTATION, containing Miscellaneous 
^ I nforuiativu, and Ait i«.o to Intending Eihlgrants. 

These will be puhliiRietl pciptinitcly, at One Shilling each; and 
I when all are issued, they will form a epnnirtjliensive wotft in one 
volufiio.— Sold by all llooksellcrs. 

PubllAhaA by W. A R, CHAMSRnsfHigh Street, SSdlnhhrgh. Also 
sold by IT w* CifAMEKRB, 90 Argylo Street, Glaa^W ; W. 8. Oan, 
Amen Corner, London ; and J. MqitASHAN.dJtl Um>or 
BbM, Dublin.— Printed by W. k R. Oh a sticks; Sdlhburipi. 
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TILE GUILD OF LITEUATUIIE AijD ART. ' 
At th® (liuvn, ninl durini^ tlio moniin^ twiDglit of 
inotlcrn literature', tliorc* was no cinploymcnt more 
siu*c of carryin,*^ genius io wealth and ilistinction than 
anthorship. Kings and princea were then the pa.ll*ons 
of the niiises, and in lionouring men of letters, they 
felt that tliey rendered llieinselves illustrioua. But 
those were not stipendiary days. We find the cow- 
lierd-poet Ciedinon, indeed, received into the monastery 
of \Vhitby as a kind of lioiioured pensioner; biit in 
general, men wlio distingnislied themselves in literature 
wa re promoted to high ofiiees in tlu; church — as in the 
case of GrostesU', the l>cggar-l)oy, whom loiirning 
cycntuallv placed in the see of Lineohi. As knowledge 
extended, il.o j; itrons heciuno more numeroua, and 
coinpetiiion anvmg men of letters greater; till the 
saCTod name of poet was degraded into a mere trap- 
jdng of nobility, and the Lord C'liancellor of England 
(Longchamp, bislioj) of Fdy ) purehased prai.ses of the 
tuneful brethren, and eausefUthem to be sung in the 
streets. 

Many noble works, bowevei^ were produced even 
in this long era of degradation, which may be said to 
have continued till the early part of the la.st century; 
when, in cousetpience of tlie gradual widening of the 
circle of readers, authors bad beeomc too numerous, 
and some too iiidependint, to be bribed. It^was only at 
this time literal are lu'came a profession; for although 
iK'fore then sj^few desj)erate individuals may have clung 
to it as tlK*fr sole resouree, in general it wais either a 
luedium by which men of genius who lived by other 
ptiriuits made ibemsclA ts beard and felt in the wa>rld, 
or a means by vbieb the more dependent hoped to 
ia*commend themselves to persons of power and in- 
llucmcc. The transition period l)etweeii ^>atrons and 
the pnhUc W'as a terrible time fur authors ! TlioseMvcrc 
the day® of biblio])olie tyranny, of rags, baiiifls, garrets, 
and bulkhemls ; but in spite of all, literature gave 
token that the change through it w'as passing, 

though severe, w^as wholestune, and in due t^ine an 
iH(|ep('tident though still peculiar Profession arose out 
of the chaos. * 

That profession, however, is not so ciwiled as is 
commonly suJjjosed ; for tliere are many prudent pev- 
Apns %ljo use authorship not as a crutch to lean upon, 
h|^t as a stall’ to help. Tlie professit^jial authors Are 
cooiparHiively a small body, but they are an essential 
imrt of the constitution of the age. There are jnirsuits 
in literature which deiimud the whol^ time, and the 
whole Bpttl; and there are*cvcu^it8 more mecluyiicnl 
functions— such as editing— which arc incompatible 
with tlm jferfoimi^ of otlier duties in tlic business 


|il|;|[ife. In rei^liilg a ^voluminous catalogue of books 
nf the day, we must not suppose that any grcjit portion 
of these are the works of authors by profession. They 
are in by far the greater part the productions of per- 
sons who ard cither independent in fortune, or who 
gain their living by other pursuits ;. and to such cate- 
gories belong alnio.st all the anonymous works. 

The professors of literature, notwithstanding, arc nu- 
nu'rous enough to forip a distinct body^, and their occu- 
pation is perhfipH the most precarious in tlic Avhole range 
of industry. A barrister, a physician, a elergyman, may 
be able to calculate his chances of success, the influence 
of his friends, and his own priirato resources ; but tiie 
author has no data whatever. The most brilliant success 
one year is no guarantee for the next ; and not uufre- 
qncntly the reward of liis perforjuanccs is pi an inverse 
ratio to their real value. Yet professional authorship 
is as essential a component part of our existing 
aation as professional law, idiysic, or divinity. It has 
growm outof the intellectual necessities of the age ; and 
tlie status of the author serves as a fair criterion fur 
judging of the refinement of society. 

It is a generally - received opinion, but wo think an 
erroneous one* that authors are more imprudent than 
the other classes of the community. This was the 
case in the transition period wc have mentioned, when 
authorship, however ennobled by one or tw^o indivi- 
duals, w'jis but another name for vagabondage ; but in 
the present day literary men pretty nearly roseinblo 
otlier people in the common affairs of life. Tlieir mi.s- 
fortune is, considering their profession in* an economic 
light, that the article in which they deal is in itself 
invisible and intangible, and can liavti tlicreforc no 
intrinsic pecuniary vaiuc. It cannot be sold to a lower ^ 
class of the i^oplc if disdained by a higher. It lias 
no ‘tremendous sucriflces’ wdicrewitli to terniit^^e 
parsimony of purehascra. It cannot, even in case of 
failure, Ik' disposed of as materials. Evcrytliing with 
authors dei)CiKls upon the passing taste of the day — 
everything but fame,Vliicb givcf^a stone to the me- 
mory of the genius^ whicj;, when living, wanted bread.' 

Tbere is one great institution in this country for tlie 
relief of author* in their casualties — the Ijiterary Fund p* 
hut, as its name implies, its operation is iiot confined tO 
I profcsifional authors, but embraces all cOntributorii to 
j Utc^turc. It assists the wddows and orphans 
' memand itfi (halations to these men themscdv^^^l^ 
nroinWo mention, are not unfifequ^ntty consld^^ as 
ifMins, and returncjd in better times. If the proceedings 
of this institution are conducted inviolable 

secrecy it professes; it must do infinity ; otherwise 
it could only se^vq to pursuit. 

But whether it be ovrld^ the of exposure, or to 
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is o«rtaiii, lliai very few Itabac^ ervaii m mocle- 
la Uleratiaro ajpe $o lie (buM In its list 
&sid^ the may add 

that tie Queen has a fund at te JUposol for pensiofi- 
ing contributors to literature. JheUmoun howevcqpfiB 
very limited, and the scramble Ibr trhaf Is as an 
honour as a benevolence, is probably great enoit^h ^o 
render Her Majesty weary of the trust, j < ' : 

There is now, however, on fo<^ a propolar^^^f^^ 
tuting a fund for the benefit of professional fiuthorii 
alone, Avhich merits the examination tfeth O^ the 
rary world and of the enlightened public ; containing, 

I as we think it does, at least the of a great idea. 
The name fixed upon for the sodefcy is the Guild of 
Literature and Art~meahing,i(doubriess, a fraternity 
similar to that of the tradeaj in ivhi<^ all the members 
pulled amicably together. Tn© wdrtf guild, however, 
we may say in passing, implies money, of which the 
brethren were the di^bursers, not the recipients. The 
earliest certain hotic^ of sUch a company in England 
refers to the payment into the Exchequer of sixteen 
pounds of silver by Guild of Weavers, in the reign 
of Henry I. The name, notwithstanding, may pass 
very well, as expressk^ a iristemity or cori!>orntion of 
individuals, haurng the same interest, following the 
same pursuit, and animated by*the same object. The 
main object of this new Guild is to * enforce the duties 
of prudence and foresight especially incumbent on those 
whose income is wholly or mainly derived from the pre- 
carious profit of a profession ;* and this it proposes to 
do hy extending the heuefita of the fund only to indi- 
viduals who elfcct insurances in a certain lile-ofiiiec 
therewith connected. We humbly think tlicre is here 
room for a sUglit change of plan. Many autliors 
—nerhaps nearly all authors of imy eminence— are 
Qihady insured to the extent of their ability. All i 
such persons would be excluded by the rule we have 
mentioned from the new socipty, which would thus ! 
be oiKjn only to the seltfsh or improvident of the 
literary bexly. As for the exclusion of tlfose who Imvc I 
been, and are, unable to efroet any insurance at all, 
this, liowever laiiientable, cannot be ifnputed as an 
error to a society which assumes to interest itself 
only in authors of a certain note, leaving the others, as 
at present, to the Literary Fund. 

The pensions are to be given in the form of salaries, 
with or without fr;^ resi(Wces, V completed with duo 
I regard to the ordinary halnts and necessary comforts 
of gentlemen.’ Tjbe endowed oflicers will conrist^l.-!/, 
Of a Wardcif, with a house and a salary of L.200 a year ; 
2f/, Of Members, w ith a house and L.170, or, without a 
Jiouse, L.200 a year ; 8r/, Of Associates, with a salary 
of L.lOO a year. 

The design of the institution, we are told, is ‘ to 
sdect for the appointment of members (who will ho 
et^Wed for life) those writers and artists of established 
reputation, and generally of mature years (or, if young, 
in failing health), to wliom the income attached to the 
appointment may be an object of honourable desire; 
while tlie ofilce of associate is iniended partly for those 
mils or merifs are. less known to the general 
pui>lfe than tlieir professibixaf bretlTreu, and partly for 
thosey la earlitr life, wiio give promise of future cini- 
neiice, to whom a temporary income of L.iOO 
a yettr may he of essential and permanent sendc|,* ^J'he 
duties for which these eipoluments are to lx; given coit- 
, jte lectures— three in thcsycar 

year by tfte vftirden? but 
by proxy, since dfttsiugj 
pained tom to the receipt of a salary 

oiance of* It is not jiitended that such 

d make so great a d(p^dj|ipon the time and 
of mefiiber or As to deprive the 

;ne^ semoos in thOlO, dj^pirtnienUiJin whicli 

%^,>v,Own 


efibrts fur indes^ndcncc from their ncciistcfined profes- 
Sionat This, we think, is another ill-con- 

sidiSM of the prospectift, and one which implies 
anyl|@ig but a. compliment to the literary body. If 
ore l^ly to bo rendered for the salaries, let 
the^ be a propiSr balance bfetweeii them; bu^ surely 
there* should be no such tliiii make-believe as Hi is. 
Authors fere entitled to take higlicr ground. Their 
profession is necessary to the civilisation of the age — 
mOfe necessary than that of nnval or military oflicers ; 
and if the country spe fit to make up for its precarious- 
ness by contributing to the supjiort of its vesterans, they 
will accept flie aid ns proudly as ever w'arrior received 
a trophy. Tlic time, however, m'c trust, will c-ome 
when the profession, luiviiig passed its infancy, will be 
able to stand alone; and when authors, with clearer 
perceptions of their own position, and a better kiiow- 
knlgc of the means of aiding themselves, will require no 
aid from others. As for the proposecl lectures, they 
are objectionable on other groumls. The present lec- 
turers are authors themselves, and why slnmld these 
be displaced by iiensioneil authors ? Way remove from 
theS’each of ordinary literary men one of the few re- 
sources tliey possess ? 

The grand distinctive feature of the projected society 
is the limitation of its boiKdits to the professors of lite- 
rature and art. * Within the former term are uiicler- i 
stoot^ to be comprehended all writers, of either hv.x, of | 
original works or dravuns, or of not less than Iwenly : 
original papers in periodicals. Within the latter, all 
painters and sculittors who malic the fine arts their ^ 
profession, and all students of the Koyal Acadojuy of I 
England, Scotland, or Iri hand.’ I'he literary criterion | 
here is not diatinctly enough oxpre.“S(‘tl. Jt is obvious, 
from the context of the ]>rospe(‘tiis, lliat only th(>;:e ' 
persons are meant who follow literature a,s their sole 
business in life ; but tht'ro is hardly a young huly of our 
acquaintance who has not eontrihuted a score of origimd : 
articles to a pi*riodieaI, Tlie real ohji'cl of the 80 <Mety 
should bo more clearly fX*tined. The most volumininis 
contributors to perhAlicals are md: jnajh ^siomil authors ; 
and to admit such perstaiH indisiaiminalely to the 
benefits of the society, vrould ])e to divert ilie fund to 
the aid of .almost every iirofession that can he uarned. 

The fund is to lie eoniuu'iiced hy the profits on the 
perfiirinan{!e of n comedy, written hy Sir Edward linlwer 
Lytton, and acted hy-Mcssrs Diekeiis, deriadd, Forster, 
Siv. on a stt.ge fiirnislual in his house by the Duke oi‘ 
Devonshire, Tlic audience h to consist of the Queen 
and I’riiicc Albert, and all persons wlio eiioosc to pay 
L.5 for a ticket. aimoiineemont has provoked 

Borno ridicule; but we hopi* the scoflbrs will cany their 
sniilefl to the comedy. It may be very true, as it is 
said, that the performance of amateur actors e.aimot lie 
(expected to equal in merit lliat of a second-rate pro- ! 

I viucial troop ; but Ihequesliou is not ns to the ment of ! 
the perforntuicc, Imt tlui amount of money it produ^s. j 
It may ho. an odd taste wliit;h indnees good auiHiors i 
to exhibit them.selves to the public as indilierent acdors; j 
but if the public pay liandsoiiiely for the fiiglit — Mdiich | 
they unquestionahy do — the authors are entitled to i 
our thijuks for laying out their eccentric eaniiuga in ; 
so noTlo a inauncT. TIic* fuiul must convmeneo sonicr 
where, and why not at a coirftdy in Deyonshiro House? ^ 

The scheme, however, though commencing with a co^ 
niedy and a company of amateur actors, pust be cairiod 
out by the nation ; and knowing this, we think the projec- 
tors commit ted an onuir of judgment in sendingforth their | 
pAspectus befife endeavouring to associate with them- j 
selves the higher members of the profession tlwroughout i 
the country, and the more distinguished patrons of lite- 
rature and art. We haVe ourselves luentioned more | 
thaiy>ne impoftant (fjjectjon to the as hiid down ; 
and there are many others, we doiibt not, who >vould 
be glad to offer their opinions on so interesting a subject. 
As for the laudatory letters and professions of adhc- 
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rencc tlio}* may have received, these iie all veyy agree- 
able of course ; but a g^at national institt^ioh like the 
one proposed cannot bo founded safely wiiliout the aid 
' of a great diversity of minds, or without hard thiuking 
and searching discussion, • ’ 

Upryrthe whole, instead of expending the profits of 
the dramatic rci)resentatioiis in the .establishlhent of 
the institute in the form proposed, we would counsel 
the projectors — while w^irmly extending to thto the 
hand of fellowsliip — to deposit the money ah 'their 
banker’s hands for tlic present, and take the opini<i5a of 
tlie literary mind of the country upon ,the merits of 
their phin. 

in this soon as a man is ld: b© 

rich, he Uflitmot his bread in quiet. • Kobc42^^^ 

imagine haw ; vUe A plt^e this Constantinople isl; We 
must confess it Wi% shame, though it be our own city.* 
iChe merchant now joined with the broker in persuad- 
ftig Dibilay to take some goods upon credit ; and wdth 
seeming reluctance he made a bargain to the amount 
of tiiirty-ftve purse*, two of which were paid on the 
spot. ^li{ merchandise was remn^ed, part of it 

soon turned into money, to meet any exigency that 
mighl occur; '/or in Constantinople ‘money answereth 
•to all things.. Mohammed then calmly awaited the 
issues of fate, and took no nlonf notice of his former 
correspondents. ‘ 

But Jacob Aaron was anxious to terminate tl vo affair, 
that he might get ltd of his own responsibility, and 
^bt:iin his Shajp of thq spoil. So, after a short time, he 
i^mt to the house of tlie European, assuming every 
ayipearance of deep distress. Having uttered many 
sighs and groans, ho found words to exclaim that he 
was a riling man^ and tlmt all his property w'ould be 
lost. The merchant expressed lively sympathy with 
his sad condition, and kindly inquired into the reason 
of his sorrow. Was liis house burned down ? AVere his 
children Tost ? ‘ Ah sir, ^responded the mourner, ‘ would 
that my house had hgen burned to tl» ground, and that 

I had perished with my children, before so sad a day 
had daivned ! Wretch that I am, would that my legs 
had been broken before I went to such a place ! But 
let my miserable fate be a warning to my brethren, to 
renounce for ever the trade of a broker 1 Besides, this 
business ill befits my station in life, considering the 
extensive warehouses of my father, the great glass - 
merchant. The truth is, that tlie man whom I brought 
to you the other day is reported to be a thief and a 
knave. He luid every semblance of being an ligpest ' 
fellow, and I never found Ivim otlierwise ; but he has 
been corrupted by this vile Constantinople. Oli what 
a depraved city we live in ! An honest tradesman has 
no chance in such a place ! But, sir, if tlic report bo 
true, I tliink you might recover }'our goods out of liis . 
possession.* \ 

Mr George was so affected with the JewAs apiiarcnfc 
distress, and so roused with indignation at Moliaimned’s 
supposed treachery, that he easily fell into tlio trap j 
which was laid for him ; and bidding Jacob calm him- i 
self, ofiered instantly to send a janissary for the traitor, j 
But the Jew threw himself at his feet, and begged, as one 
only favour, that he would not mention his name as tJie 
informant, lest the Mohammedan should either assas- 
sinate him, or get him put to death under false pre- 
tences. The merchant' promised to keep his secret, 
and said that he would Take the matter into his own 
hands. 

Jacob rotftred with inward satisfaction, finding him- 
self thus freed from farther responsibility ; for Imdid 
not altogether trust Mohammed, nor any one clstftliat 
bore tlie name or the badge of the false prophet. He 
wished to expedite the crisis. he hastened to the 

house of Dibilay^ and told him that the merchant had 
heard some flying rumours aboift liis character ; and 
that, although lie/iad given every assurance of' his inr 
tegrity, yet ho must prepare Himself for an oMciid visit, 
and subscqueiat lawsuit. He then begged that his own .> 
name might not be mentioned at court, lest it shoudd 
damafo him in the estimatfoii of the Europeans, on 
whom he chiefly depended for a livelihood. ^ " 

Ne^t djiv George came to tlie bazaar, 

by rjn {ipisSary, and mildly aSked the grocer fc^ patent 
Hw account, as he had need of th0 money. Dmilay 
aa^unled an air of severity, and bid Mm begone. ‘ Find 
your clothes where you took|them eff, ;i^d demand 
money of him to whom you cons%d6® your goods/ 
liidign^t at thi^ base repulse, Frank at once wey^ 

to fmebkemy, And Te^est0|d s^gcaut of agM , : 

to flehir a baiUlOf for itfoha^ Agha # ‘ 

LAW AND JUSTICE IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Not long ngo, during one of the weary ^ays of 
madan, ]\Ioljinnmed Dibilny was sitting cross-leggea 
uponjiis einidy counter, smoking his i>ipe and chant- 
ing some verses of tlic Koran, wdicn his prowling eye 
caught sight of a Jcav wlio wms sauntciiiig about the 
bazaar. Tlie*!\fussulnfan called him, and asked ,|if he 
did not know any stranger, wdth pkaity of money and 
little sense, from whom they might manage to ex- 
tract a little, to recruit his exhausted finances. This 
q\icstion struck a chord of the Jcav’s heart, which 
vil)ratcd witli joy ; for his husinoss was also at low- 
watcr mark. A merchant had recently arrived, in, the 
city, little acquiiintcd witli tlio manners of Constan- 
tin; i»lc, and tlie contederates dco isod a plan to clieat 
him of some, goods, agreeing to divide the spoil. The 
Jew forthw ith repaired to the house of the Frank, and 
informed him tliat lie had found a very desirable cus- 
tomer for hi;- lo.'rciian/lise, and one whom he must by 
no means let sV']); for, said lie, Mie has been oiiening a 
new shop, which he is stocliing with difll'rent kinds of 
j goods, and I know tiiat 1 couhl not recommend him to 
, : tt better pi*rson than your honour.’ 
ii ‘That is Avoll,’ said the merchant ; ‘but mark mo, 

Jov; 1 have heard that yoft brokers often play tricks 
■ upon strangers. Now, I h:ite cheating, and it never 
!j succeeds with me. All, my Ifusiness transactions arc 

1 ; ordered in an lionoiirable iiiamK r ; and depend upon it, 
if you deceive me, }'ou will su-'icr for it. With this 
' undi-rstandipg, you may bring liilher the gontloinan of 
: wliom you S[)eak, for 1 can juilg'; his honesty lietter hy 
> his iihy.siognomy than hy the appearance of his shop.’ 
i; -Tacob swore hjAiis head that all was risflit, and that 
H the merchant ■\^ ould he convinced of his sincerity wdioii 
|| the business* was fitiislied. 

ij He returned to .Mohammed, ho had by this time | 
j i proeur(‘d a thoiisaml piastres (tlie piastre is worth about 
' 7jd. sterling), according to their fiinner arriuigemont; 
j| and having divided tliis sum between tlicm, they pro- 
; cebded to the Frank quarter of the city. The Jew 
j il»tix)duced his friend to the mcrcha*it, as the grocer 
i iwiem he had mentioned— a, man of npriglit dealings^a 

1 pblfect gentleman ; averniig, that as soon as he had 
! heard the name of (u'orge — far famed as it w as for in- 
! tegrity and wealth — lie had brought a considerable sum 
j of money to nink(' an immediate jfurchase. Mr George 

1 closely inspected the icatures of tlio strangef^^nd cx- 
I»rcssed his satisfaction Avltli Ins honest ai>pc^T.nce; 
but added, that ns it wat^tho first time that he had the 
honour of his acquaintance, he should expect the broker 
: to be rcspomuble ibr any thing which he might iutrust 

y to the grocer’s credit. Jacob then requested JMoham- 
'med to choose out goods to the v*lue of thirty or fyrty 
j; purses (each c()ntaining oOO piastre^) Dibilay sajd, 
thht hc^only intended to buy to the amount of money 
which they had with tliem ; at ilio same time lamenltng 
that he had not brought a larger sum : ^ for all my casli 
was in' Iicary 0010, which it vvoiild have be«i^i too 
troublesome to carry; and if I had intrusted it to a 
messenger, there would have been great danger of losin^ij 
it, as it could not kave failed to attract attention: and 

. ■ — -*f rr- 





6ir tms business ; ana to tlie grocer’s, 
htii®" to ^b6^ ift; tbo trou^^ Utt^ndfeng- it the 
was beir^ ins^tu^ 

hiin: * Bpiitjiii i^brmed at the dared 

to aflIVihihim ; 0 ^ baying ndiispened something in % 
officeys enr, promised to follow him to the couit. 
Hussein informed the sergeant Of his t?oming, addiiig 
in a loAV voice, that MohanimOd wished him to knoisr 
that he was falsely accused, iand If he AVpufd the kind^ 
enough to inform the cadi of this fact, hO would he 
liberal in defraying the expenses of justice. M this 
instant Mohammed made his appearanCte, and» salut^ 
the scrgcinit. ,i ' : 

‘ Your servant, sir : how is youf weeious health ? 1 
sincerely trust that you are wdl, auc^ybur atTairs pros- 
perous.’ 

‘Good-morrow,’ replied tlie a^a; *I wish you well. 
Is it against you, friend, that <3us proGoeding is com- 
menced ? Come with me to the offendi, and I shall 
lay the Avdiole mattet before him ; and Heaven defend 
the right !’ 

The agha then led the tvay to the hbuafi of the cadi.; 
and upon the detend^^t being called for, he infroduecd 
him in flattering terhi^. * Hero he is, tny lord ; it is our 
countrjTiian, Mohammed Dihilj^ the grocer.* fllic judge 
n'plied, tjiat it did not signify avHo he was, and com- 
manded the partfes to ktahd before him side by side. 
The plaintiff was then ordered to state his claims, 
which lie did in a plain, unvarnislied manner. Tlie 
cadi next called Mbhammed for his defence, lie re- 
plied: ‘My loi*d, you are the minister of justice, and 
falsehood would avail little in your presence. One 
might as well attempt to cover the sun with mud as to 
dt?ceivc you. The merchant says that I m^eired good.s 
from him to the value of tliirty-five purses. This is 
true, my lord ; hut lie did not allow' me to set one foot 
Ix'ftre another until he hud obtained the whole amount. 
Yes, if my right Vie not acknowledged in this court, T 
will carry my cause before the sultan’s councti ; and if 
there also justice Ix^ not rendered me, I appeal from the 
presence of mini to the tribunal of the Great Supreme.* 
*I understand,’ said the iutlge; ‘but Can you noW 
prove by w itnesses that you paid the morxey ?* 

‘ I liave witnesses, my lord ; but how cau I produce 
tliern at a moments notices? Ortler the merchant to 
swear that lie lias not received the full ainount But 
if lie he willing to take such an oath, I shall not 
easily be prevailed Upon to lose so large a sum of 
money, but shall extricate myself from this diiliculty 
in another w'ay.* ‘ 

The cadi iuformeil Mr George that the law obliged 
him to make oath if the dciendant wished it, and 
asked him if he were Avilling to do so. As some Chris- 
tians decline taking a Mohaminedau oath, Mohan i- 
metl hoped that his accuser might be of this number, 
and that the matter might lx* thus summarily termi- 
nat^^d. But in this he was (;Uaappoint<‘d. The mer- 
chant, indeed, at first hesitated; but fluding that if he 
did not comply lie must lose the whole money, without 
any hope of apiK*al, lie signified his willinghess io corn- 
Mohammed th^m shifted aliput, Und requested tlie 
[go to dispense with the oath, assuring him that he 
clear evidence having paid the money, that 
he preferirod Ixjing at the trimble of producing it in 
courts The obsequious cadi assented, ^iid o^d^T(^d all 
parties to apjioar again jn thrto days. Security was 
.%aken that the defendant did not abscond. « 

was in his shop, and luwlJust 

tJ 'li|h his pipe,«vliqn the dew 


his pipe,«vli^i the dew 


ktradeulyuppeft^ smiling simpe^^iis- 

Mow flaanaged matters 1^ TO 

don’t for b^f the money is 

'’n^* ■ luy ctcatures posted at all the 
Uf the to instrttb^ in wdiat was 

-Now, we must^look obft ^ TfitnesscU^^^ 

^ the Bashfi' tben* 


is a bei^in co%eroom, frequented by pcrsbhs of loose 
cha^t^r^ who live by their wits instead of honest 
labour, litre Avitnesses can always be procured— men 
Avho are ready to SAvear to, anything. As Turkish laAv 
requires the teatiiuony of tw^o disinterested parties, tAvo 
0^ ^lese^^^ concoct a story betAveon themselves, and 
are rc^yt for a trifling brilu*, to SAvear to all it!S purli- 
culai^^ Having* very fertile irnaginations, and being 
accustomed to the business, tlioy cjisily invent ii num- 
ber bf particulars Avliich Iwia'c the semblance of trutli 
itsqlf. . It is true that in such a eross-qnestioniiig as 
‘fakes ""place in British courts of Iuav, their evideiiee 
vvotild soon 'break doAvn, and a clever liiAvycr Avoiild 
easily get them conAucted of ^lerjiiry. IfoAvi^ver, these 
knaves in Constantinople know Avitli Avhom tliey Inive 
to deal. Their opponent is a simple ni:ni, tdse lliey 
browbeat him, and throAv him oft* his guard ; and tliey 
are previously assured tliat the judge is on their side. 
It is only by a mana'iivre in changing tlu' court, and 
giving a re.taium^ fee to another judge, that there is any 
lioi>e of success. • 

Not far from the eofl’eehowse to A'diich aa'o have 
allu/led, there used to be a friiilorer's sliop, Avitli a con- 
venient back-parlonr for parties Avishing to take refresh- 
ment at their leisure. This man Avas in league avUIi 
the visitors at the cofleerooni, and he for a long time 
kept up a thriving trade. But ut)ou an unlbrluiiale 
occosioii, AA'hen tluy Avere playing tricks niion a liajile^s 
Greek, the latter bribed tJie grand vi/ier Avith the 
present of a handsome girl to do him justic(‘ ; u])on 
wliich fl regular smysh of the confederates took place ; 
the x>erjurers wx*iv sent to the galkys, the master of tlio 
eolfeeliouse Avas l)astiiiadvX‘d, and the fruiterer deemed 
i it prudent to change his i)lace of n^sideiiee, Jiaving 
•spread tlie report tliat he liad died of plague. Wlien 
the storm passed ovei-, anotlier occn])ant was found in 
the shop, pursuing a twofold business as before* — selling 
cohseience and rnereliandisi* at the sanic time. 

Into this hack-parluur the eimle«lerate Muhaininedaii 
and flow now entered ; aiwl upon their onierlng certain 
provision.^ for a dinner at sunset, wliieli was Jiot far olK 
the fruiterer uuderstou(,l their meaning, and hastened 
*to the coflee room. 

‘Gome to iny lionse,’ Avhispc'ieil he to the landlord, 
‘about a little afliiir, out of vhieh, I guess, Ave shall 
, reap some profit.’ 

I Tljc landlord immediately exclairneil : ‘ i\Iy fiear sir, 
the negro otAAduan you si>eak-- I used to see liim every 
day- in this square with his plate. He has not been 
herc for some days, but if 1 can la ar aii^’, news aliont 
hill], I shall bring you word.’ 

This remark attrac.ed the notice of some hystaiidei's, 
AA'ho irninediatt'ly^ inadi* inquiries about AvJiat the negro 
hud done. 

‘ He ha.s played a trick iqion tlie unfortunate fruit- 
erer, having Slidell honey, butter, and sweetmeats out 
of his shop, ^id the fruiterer is umaa' after him.’ 

•One of tlie persons jireseut observed that he had just 
seen a negro in the Tlace of Sultan Bajazet's mosque; 
atifi the hiiu’lord intimated tliat lie nnist give liisfiiend 
this i)iecc m' important information. As lie avus going 
out of thji house tAvo^'i‘iillemen followed, saying : ‘Ixind- 
lord, AtfllVatever may be the husiness afloat, a'ou knoAv 
AAxdl!^ Our hrethnyi are alL engaged abroad, but wc 
haA'c Imd nothing to do for a week.* 

When he readied tlie fruiterer’s, he awis .soon made 
acquainted Avith tlie businc.ss on hand, ana immediately 
sent for the tw'o gentl^einen just alluded to, under pre- 
tence df their gj^ving uiformaiion alx)ut the negro. On 
their arrival, Mohammed ordered pipes and ccjJIec, 
then unfolded liis case. 

^ Gentlemen, listen to me, for I shall Jiide uotliing 
from you. 1 kiuglit^^if a Frank merchant goods to 
the itnount of tliirty-live ^nuws. #ut how CiiuUl 1 
divine? I thought him to be an honourable man like 
myself ; but now he demands of mo Jhirty-threc purses. 
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Be pleased to devise some method of extricating mo 
from this dilemma.’ # , * 

After some moments of thought, accompanied by 
large f\imc*3 of smoke, one of tliem gravely replied" : 

‘ That which is passed, is passed ; ^nd tliat; ivliich is 
done, i.* done. Let us look at the future?. When you 
paid the money liad you any witnessos of the transac- 
tion ? ’ 

‘ None,’ said Jacob. No man was presemt-v but 
Lihilay and iny^self. lie paid the mcrchant’in Current 
gold. I witnessed tiic fiiet : but my interest is oppcfeedt| 
to my giving evidene(‘ in tliis case, for I nnder the 
protection of tlie Franks, and it would be difficult for 
me to oi)en my month. Try, therefore, to And out a 
plan for arranging the matter without mentioning my 
name. This will be a navritorioiis act on your part.* 


What say you, brotJuT? If any one, ignorant of the 
whole* trnlh, wer(^ to see us meddling in this concern, 
he would say : “ Look at those gentlemen in violet 
trousers, witl^j^ largci coats and painted eyebrows ! 
They are going to give false testimony.” And* yet, 
thank Heaven, we are far from meriting such evil sur- 
misings : we only wisli to deliver llie, innocent out of 
the ]»it of tlie wicked into which they have fallen! 
'WJiat is your advi('(!?’ 

Tl»e other replied: ‘Brother, thy reflection is just. 
May lleavc-n jirotect the good in his pro|)er jrights I 
Jc'v, yon are a true man : so isT)il)ilay. Nevertlielcss, 
the path which we must pursue is a crooked one. S<) 
you must give five hundred i)iasTres to myself, and 
the same to my comrade ; one Imndred i)iustres to the 
landlor*.’. and as inucli to the fruiterer. Moreover, the 
kiahkya et' ihe Caziashur of Koumelie is our friend, 
and we shoid;! make him a present, tliat the caziashur 
in pt'rsoii I y judge the process. This is the best 
inode nl proetdure. (live me now ton pia8ti*es, that I 
nan' gt t a elKMiasli to write a re<tuest to the caziashur, 
that he will liimself take cognizance of this affair in 
presence of the grand vizier.^ , 

Moliainined tried in vain to reduce the demand of 
the gentleman. He pleaded jloverty ; asked for their 
sympathy ; and proniiso*! tliein the favour of Heaven, 
if tliey would engage* for a smaller amount. They told 
hini, that hoivever inconvenient it iniglit be for liim to 
give them tliis little renmiieration, it wouM be much 
more so to pay the I'rank th irty -three i>urses: and that 
lie had evidently mistaken theireliaraeter aiTd profession. 
‘Let one of vonr eyes weep, that llie other may l.augb : 
we must ha^e fimr purses to cover all exiieiiaes.’ Dibi- 
lay was obliged to siilanit. The landlord then sent 
for the ehouash, Osman Agha, to jirocuro a form of 
appeal to tin* Siipreiiu* Omirt. The gentlemen also 
paid a visit to the kiahkya of the caziashur, when the 
following conversation ensued : — 

Salaam, Ali F.tlbndi I 1 liave come about an affair 
out of which we may gain both merit atK^inoney. 
Kiahh/a. Salaam Aleikuin, who liave 'grown old in 
aring false witness. Yon rogue ! I beliti’^e you when 
you say there is one God: Imt after that, \ do not give 
credit to one word whieli falls froHi your rno^h. 
Gtntleman. My lord, wlien have 1 told you 7!^e ? 
jY. If you were in th^ habit of speaking Iruw, you 
woujd not pursue the trade of a fatso witness. *lVu let 
us eetse this badinage. Will the case bring us a little 
nioney ? * 

Gent J have seen a grocer who bought some spices 
from a Frank ; but the mercliant, after receiving j^ay- 
n^nt, demands it a second time. H)ibilny has no 
witneg^s. What could he do, poor fellow? He has 
IkuLrecourse to us— and you may divine the rest. 

/C Wliat offbr does lie nmkef If will give half 
a purge for to Tlie eflendi, bcsiflles the 

exjKjiigcs 6f court, you tna}'^ carry your suit before the 
A'totU, in w'lioge eyes I will make your testimony agiYt? 
as clearly os if it ii'ere truth. 


Gent Mj lord, if, wo» give a purse and a hSjtf canned 
the tiling ife arrange ? For according to your ^maads, 
we shall have liltle for purgelves. But I aiU' your slave. 

JS*. Oh hypocrite !• I wdll abate iiotliing. Go, bring 
jjiur cause before this tribunal, an:d all will go well. 

Next mohiipg, a dragpinan w^ns despatched to bring 
Mr George to court : for tlie confedcrateg had agreed 
to take him by surprise, lest he should tind means to 
frustrate tteir schemes by hribinjf some witnesses on 
Ids' p«Tt to tell the truth. The caziashur sat by the 
side nf the grsind vizier ; the Other parties stood before 
Mm. The vizier knew little about law or justice, ns 
he had recently been elevated fo his high station, 
according to thctTurkish notions, that ‘a man who is 
good at one business, xvill be good at another,’ and that 
‘ Allah, wlio gives the'rank, will give ability to- occupy 


One of the gentlemen then addressed liK companiox^i^; aright.’ llp§n hear^ig the nature of the cause now 

' h>i->re him, he wished at once to put all the parties 
under arrest till a competent person should inquire 
into their characters and circumstances ; but asked the 
caziashur wlmt Jie would advise to be done. He replit'd : 

‘ My lord, your opinion is well founded, and is such as 
becomes your august dignity. Yet, accortling to tlie 
usual for^ns of judicature, we should first take the 
dexiositions of the witnesses, and afterwards endeavour 
to verify their testin^ny. Their evidfcruic may he true, 
so that you must licware of unpleasant consequences. 
But if you approve my advice, and will charge me with 
the management of the business, I will ajixioint some 
mediator to bring the parties to an amicable settle- 
ment.’ 

The vizier reiulily assented to this proiiosition, wdiicli 
w'ould save him from farther trouliU*, and would he 
attended with no odium from Ivis Eiiroxieaii acquaint- 
ances. The ehouash and dragoman were instructed to 
procure a settlement of the case. Tlie eonteiyjing 
l^arties easily perceived that they must submit to this 
authority ; for whoever should refuse to conix>ly would 
inevitably lose his suit. ’J’lio dragoman argued the 
matter with the Frank, and the ehouash with the Mo- 
hammcrlan, jtnd after miu‘h altercation, each succeeded 
in iiersuading his client to abate lifteen purses. There 
stilt remained a diflerenee of tliree jHirses and the law 
expenses, for which the ehouash said ‘ Heaven would 
provide, and they might regard the matter as settled.’ 

‘Singular idea!’ rejoined the dragoman; ‘wlieii the 
ragout is cooked and ready for eating, would you jmt 
it again into oold water? Doubtless he who pays so 
large a sum is ready with a trifling balance, and must 
bear tlie exiiensos.’ , 

After some further bantering, Mohammed at last 
yielded to his aiivisers, saying in a dejected tone ; ‘ All 
of this money will be a dead loss to me ; and you know 
that one cannot take two skins off one sheep. But my 
crcjdit and cliaracter are at stake. What can I do? 
Well, I suppose a stroke of fati* has fallen upoii^my 
fortune rather than upon my head, and 1 must it*sign 
myself to the fatality. This day you have traiupli'd 
me under foot, and I am become stupified. Do as you 
X»lease ; but may Heaven preserve the faithful from the 
hands of the law !* * * . 

The parties vreye ordi»red to appear in court on the 
following day, mutually to discharge each otliei^ from 
any furtlicr ckiiins. Dibilay catno late; then putti^ 
a hag of gold into the hands of tlio dragoman, ho 
with c solemn but docisivc tohe : ‘ Here is all the mon^y 
that 1 can muster. Hei'e are the fifteen 
J (JfTeretl to g^ve. Of the three purses wl 
di%r^cc^ between us, I have 

• Xai^res, and two Imndred for the d^if^nscs of courl. X 
can do no niore.’ i 

Mr George was easily preyi^led ^^^^ 
amount now tendered ; and de(^lm»d 

themselves satined, retired.., ■ • 
.'lidhUay repaired ...to se:Ul^^..his." 

aecemut for the brihcK of retux^ 
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of Ills frauil, amwiin^ to 

a re purses. ^ jew expected to 4$^^ the 

; iihmediate^^ with a sailing eoun- 

tentmq^ c^ friend ^on the* issuo ofa<the 

lawsuit^.|imd intimatix^ his readiness to receive a littlf 
cash cto ^count of his share. The wily Molmmmedaif, 
however, appeared not to recognise liim ;*and said in |i 
loud, gruif Voice, ‘What do you, want, Jew? Have 
you lost your wits ?-^ For some minutes you>ha^^e been 
babbling nonsense before my shop, as if /ou wei^ a 
madman. If you ure a fool, 1 have a stick ready for 
. you ; if you are a mendicant, may Heaf^en h(ip you^ 
if you are a brazen«face, I have yet more brass than 
yourself. But I see what is the mktler : you have not 
to-day been able to allure any one itfto sin ! Infidel, 
may Heaven destroy thy house apd region ! Begone, 
or I will break your head I* v: 

The heart of Jacob Aaron Aink within liim. Ho 
loitered for a moment ; but jierceiving kIohammed*s 
neighbours gatheriiijf to each venting curses 
against the .seed and isreed of Israel, he retired with all 
convenient speed, hiUttering imprecatio&s hpon the 
house of Islam ; but last cursing his own folly for 
giving credit to the word of a Mussuhnau, and con- 
cluding with thisS instt^tive ajyostrophe, ‘ By ftiy beard, 
the proverb truljjsays, the best cunning is to have 
none!’ As he passed through tlft gate whicli botois 
the Turkish quarter of the city, he unobservedly shook 
off the dust from his sandals, and was not again con- 
nected with a Moliammedan trick. Mr George, wlio, 
like moat Englishmen, was forinorly a grumbler at the 
costliness and uncertainty of English law, has since 
become silent on that subject. 

MILD WINTERS. 

To saiy that everybody talks about the weather, is to 
state a fact with which everybodyis already acquainted : 
fair or foul, it seems of necessity to be the initial topic 
of ordinary conversation. Ko one objects ta say a good 
word in favour of a fine day, bec^ause, as Shenstone ob- 
serves, ‘ people can commend it without envy.* Most 
Iiersons must have remarked that weathftr-talk. is in 
general mere guess-talk. Yet meteorological science is 
somewhat advanced towards the point of certainty ; • the 
doctrine of cause and effect is more clearly appretdable 
than fijrnierly ; and the unseen influences w’hich modify 
cli'iiate are ibnnd referable to constant or peritKlical 
laws, whose action is not less interesting tlian bene- 
ficial. 

It is pretty well known tliat geographers^ divide the 
space from the equator to the pole into twenty-four 
climates, the dilTerences varying from half an hour in 
the torrid and temperate zones up to a month in the 
polar regions. Assuming lines of demarcation for all j 
these divisions, they are seen to fluctuate and present j 
nutiij; anomalous departures from uniformity. Situation 
has much to do with this derangement: continents, os { 
is well known, are hotter anjii^lder tlum islands. At 
the equator, where a perpei^fi^ summer temperature 
prevails, there are bu4 two septopa—wet and dry ; while 
in England we have four distinct and marked seasons, 
but liable to all sorts of irreguljfrUies find disturbances, 
in whichy however, prevails over the 

tropical— a consequence of ouir geographical position on 
the glolHi. Dove of Berlin, who h^ so ably elucidated 
many of tlie phenomena of cUmate in bis maps cf iso- 
th^piall^ observes: ‘ Li all the stations or pl^^ 

0 torrid and temperife the 

tlie contained in thoAt- . 

ino'Mtotiou of ::tempera^re. ' 
toibi the warn months, is 
tlie mgic^ W the m particularly 

northern, limits ; mid m“ America a 

ItoriHe than in Eunifie: pressto 

(ihnlinflhe$ , at the with a 





exception on thm north-west of America (aitd perhaps 
in Ic^tand), from the cold to the hot months ; the mini- 
mum for th6 temperate zone fatls in the hottest months, 
and consequently in July in the boreal hemisphere, and 
in Janu^y or EeVruary in tlie austral hemisphere: 
the ina;k^ of this oscillation is at the nipi-hern 
limit of the northern monsoon, and much more marked 
in tlie Boqihem than in the northern hemisphere : that 
from the simultaneous action of these tv'o changes 
immSdi|itcV results tlie periodical changes of atmo- 
spheric pressure, which, by the relative diversity between 
the one and tlie other, present themselves differently in 
dififerent countries.’ In these statements wo have, as it 
were, a key to some of tlie laws affecting the moisture 
or the dryness of climate. 

Moscow, with an arctic winter, and so near as it is to- 
the pole, has a summer licat equal to that of Spain, 
while in England the climate partakes of neither ex- 
treme. The milder tempera ture.s of islands is claused 
by the fact, that the surface-water of the surrounding 
ocean sinlvs iis soon as its tcm]>erature falls below forty 
degrees, and is replaced by warmer M'atei*froni beiieatli. 
In tbc coldest month of the year liondon is colder than 
Edinburgh or the Orkneys, but tlu' mean heat of the 
London summer is greater than at the other two plaees 
— an amount of fluctuation wiiieh is essentially hene- 
ficial ; for an occasional rise to eighty or ninety degrees 
is for ^noiHJ favourable lo vegetation tlian a constant 
mild temperature, wliicli, though it ^vould make fruit, 
never produces ripeness. 

! If, however, the piesenco of a eircunijaeent son pre- 
serv^es us here in England from groat extremes of iieat 
and cold, it exposes us in anotlier way to what appears 
an undue amount of moisture, viiryi ng in different 
localities. The average number of rainy days in the 
year on tbc eastern side of Iht^ island is l.'h“>, while cn 
the western side it is 20.1 *rhe annual rain-fall at 
Kcsw'ick, omitting decimals, is (VJ inches; at Inncoln, 2i 
inches; atLiverpoul, 31 inches; at AluTdecii mulLoudo!!, 
20 inches; at Manchester, <>(> inclics; at Iviinhurgh, 22 
inches. Winter lias nlost rainy thiys, tmt summer the 
most rtun. The yearly .average is. liovrever, exposed to 
disturbing causes, by vrhieli it may b(‘ greatly moiii- 
fled— the prevalence of particular winds, or llio cha- 
racter of the couiPr}'. Consideralile etfect is ]>n>ducod 
by the presence or alisenci.' of ti'ces. J.argc plains arc 
remarkable for their dryness and frequent barreimes>. 
Humboldt snys: * By felling the trees tliat cover the 
tops and sides of the mountains, imai in every climate 
“prepare at once two calamities for future generations — 
the "Want of fuel, ami a scarcity of water. Ti ccs, hy 
the nature of their perispiration, and the radiation from 
their leaves in a sky without clouds, surround them- 
selves with an atm os pi I ere constantly cold and misty. 
They affect the copiousness of sjirings— not, as w^as long 
believed, by a i>cculiur attraction for llic vapours dif- 
fused tbrougl| the air, l»ut because^ by sheltering the 
soil from the iircet action of the Bun, they dimimsh 
the evaporation of th(* water jirodiiciMl by rain. When 
the forests lyc dc-stroyed, as they arc everywliere in 
Amei^ca hY^^he Eun^iean planters, with an imprudent 
precipitaJ^jn, the springs are entirely dried up, or 
Ijecomojlljess almndant.’ Whether the tnatting down of 
the ti^es — as lias o/'ten boeii^ proposed-*- which now 
-grow^ so *plea.santly and numerously on the hedgerows 
over most parts of England, would produce any altera- 
tion for the better or worse in our climate, is a matter 
to he scttleil only by jyialogy or experience. ' As far us 
ohsA’vation exte»is, the cutting down of trees tends to 
produce aridity ; at the same time it lias ten rt*- 
maiked, that the winters in Canada and the adjacent 
states orv less severe in proportion as the land is 
cleared. In Pftuvng, «thc Inhabitants * have memo- 
rialiseu government against the destrilction of their 
forests, sure that the result by its continuance will he 
the ruin of the climate.* In tho deci>,vaUey of Aragua, - 
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in &fmh j^#nerica, is a lake v^hxoh hat no outlet, and t^o oCe^ms, the Pacific ^nd Atlantic and iherefcw tp 
lying closely surrounded by 'sroods. ^Between 1655, it we niajr attribute the warming of the localitiM pay- 
when it was described l>y Oviedo, and ISgO,* when it ticularij^lf the Arctic Ocean, as indicated by the Isd-' 
was visited by Humboldt, the lake had sunk five or thermal ' Gondensation, we know, furnishes a 

six feet, and had receded several miles from its former coniStant and hbundasit supply of heat, not like diffusion 
shores— the portion of the basin thfis left dry appear- bj contact, but by the energetic chemical action which 
ing the an ost fertile land in the ncighbourho^* Here converts an'ag’iform substance into a liquid, and con- 
was the effect of the cutting down of tr-e^ ; but * when sequently changes the heat irpm a latent to an active 


the war of liberation broke out, ctfipriculturo was ne- 
glected, and the wood fjiom the hflls was no lauger 


On tfic i)ther hand, the extraordinary mildness of 


required by human industry— a great junglfi bd^an to the winter which has just passed is attributed by seve- 
provail over all. The result was; that within ttv’c&tyt ml of tmr mast distinguished meteorologists to the 
yenrs not only Inul the lake ceased to subside, but 6\ilph stream, which has within the last few months 
hegnii once more to rise and threaten the country with traversed the Atlantic in more tjlhn its usual volume, 
general inundation.’ At Marmoto also, a town situated The temperature#hf the ocean near our coasts is said 
clecp in the vast forests of Popayan,an analogous effect to have been from two to three degrees higher than 
occurred. Water-power is used to work the machinery usual; and it has boAx shewn that, if by any contri- 
of the neighbouring mines, and the supidy of wato^p^ice of dams, #mhaul^iienta, or sluices, we c con- 
* was obsorvod to decrease steadily as the wood was cut ] ti'd the passage of the stream, we might always insure 
down.* Within the sikicc of two years from the com- a mild winter ; or that, if our transatlantic neighbours, 
mencement of the clearing, the decrease of the ffow of the Ampricons, could interpose barriers to prevent tlie 
the water liacL occasioned alarm. The clearing was flow in its piesent direction, they would at once give 


now ^nsponded, and the diminution ceased. 


us a Siberian climate, with all our rivers and ports 


gauge was established, when it appeared that the fall frozen up during nine months of the year. Happily the 
of rain hful not diminished concomitantly with the flow phenomeipn is one of Nature’s miglitiest operations, 
of the streams. The clearings were too local to affect over which man has no •power; and while it continues 
the general condition of the climate; the rain which wc may hope from tijjne to tiiOP to sefJ such winters as 


fell, however, instead of percolating, as Vfaa its wont, 
through the soil, when sliaded by trees, producing 


the last, i^ith no snow, and but little frost, and with so 
genial a temperature that the landscape lost not its 


indifference towarda wliat arc called the higher pheno- 
mena of animal magnetism, when tliey find a professor 


springs, rivulets, and brooks, now dried up, and was greenness, the hedgerows seemed imi)ationt to renew 
earned of in vapour as it fell.’ Similar instances have their buds, and in Middlesex and the atyoiiiing counties 
been noticed in oilier p.nrts of South America, and in primroses were gathered in abundance on sheltered 
India and Switzerland. In the island of Ascension, a ’banks as early as January. 

spring iJ, th(? foot of a wooded mountain dried up a.s ^ 

tlie trees Acie cut, but llowea apriiiu as tlie wood was T,T,ni 7 T?c«AP rutrr'AWV am rr atta^^avaxtatt * 
permitted lo renew itself. And in St Helena, steady I^RGELSSOK GUI^GOBY ON CLAIItV AiNCE. 

falls of rail' V'is o Ix'cn produced by llic growing up of A VEiir considerable portion of the Ibinking wtirld^will 
woods whi'di have from time to time beem planted be startled in the midst of their settled increduli tv and 
under ;lii;eelion of the mitliorilies, and for^iiine years indifference towards what arc caUed the higher pUeiio- 
cldeKe*— menaofenimalmagnetism, when they find^ professor 

Besides these more direct results, tlio temperature of Physical “.ence in thc^ Edinburgh University not 
of a cmintry is, as observed with regard to Canada, his belief in them, but treating them 

affected by Ihe greater or lesser wooded area of its a laborious Work which aims at assigning them their 
surface. A eliAango is product.'d in tlic soil ns well us in proper rank and place amongst the recognised idieiio- 
tlie atmosiiliere ; for it is a fact well known to agricul- mena of nature. It will be at once apparent, that for a 
turists, that land cleared aiul drained is warmed by the scientific man of good reputation to avow his reliance 
rains which iH’rcola te from the surface tn tiic drains upon a set of alleged facts wliioh are generally ridiculed, 
beneath. It must be rc nu.mbeivd tl.at we'l.aye a coin- jg * awkward’ for him-few things being more damag- 
billed or doiffile atmosphere— water and air : the former . ^ 

always resorving itself into vapour of extreme levity “ iPPewaa*® of credulity. Witli generous 

under fuvouralde tciiiperatures. »The more air is con- ®*Hds, again, the very moral courage of the act. ought 
densed tl.e liiglier becomes its temperature; a given to ^ve him froxn being a loser by his avowal. Tliis 
quantity of air at 55 degrees, if compres-sod into half will more particularly be the case, if they give his hook 
its bulk, would have doubled its heat to 110 degrees — a a perusal, foy there they will find a calmness, a purity, 
tact which lias a material be.'iring on the subject of the and a geniality of feeling, as captivating to the affoc- 
present article. It has been slu'wn that a rise takes tions of the reader, as the temperance of statement milst 
pbee m tl.o isotliermal lines of llic mirtlie* lirmispherc ^ respectable in the eyes of hiS judgment. 


iii winter — a result wdiich iXivo refers the action 
of tlio sun causing evftporation of the xVitcrs of the 
sou thorn tropic, which then pass over tq^he norUi. 
But to this it xvas replied, at thcf last mcerkg of the 
British Association, that ‘the AVest Indies cSiwtitute 


bo respectable in the eyes of hid j udgment. 

Nor, it must be owned, is tlie learned professor’s logic 
to be despised. To allege of these phenomena that 
they arc ‘obviously incredible and Traiiossible, and there- 
fore to be rejected without inquiry,’ involves, he says, 


tbe principal point of clqiarturc of this vapour, Vnd in a complete peiitiQ jornci)?!^ or begging of the question, 
the month of January it is caniea by south- weiw and A pretension t^ know what is. or what is not impossible. 


A pretension t^ know what is, or what is not impossible, 


West wdnds to those localities where the isotliermnl is in the present state of sciepce ludicnnis. There 
mc» advance fiirtlieat towanls the polo. It is, awoixl- things which weiuoia to ho impossible-B» 

to the condciKsalion ot this vapour, and not to ^ 

the noiglibourhood of the Atlantic (Lm in tl.etati- th* two mtd two could ^ke more to 
tude, that we are to attribute tlic lii^ temperature of tl«(|jU^^ tng^ of any tnai^e cot^ ma^ ^Ore 
this part of the world in the winter. .The Atlantic itwoiigl^t angles. But the 

Ocean is as near to Labrador as to Norway; but there this character. They are a^ ft® 13||!most difficult to 
is little condrajsatiOB on the coag. of the fonner, while — T — I 

there is miif^h +h« IiidoAd na fiuOas we * hetttjrs to a Candid Inquirer^; 

^ V*™® WmHwii arogory, M.P*, F.K,S.K,s ^ Ohomiitry In the , 

w, condensation of vapour is the only influence ,Xond*iM 

operates exclpsively on the' eastern coasts of the . ■; ^ j 
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case o man^ facts wHicJi a^. ao^ but^^till ma^ctic state, and it^appcars in 

^adp^tted.'* A for cxapiplcj is ta yanous degrees of lucidity and power in different per- 

aasjwc^^but'be ii^not explain^ the layr ofv^^^tation. sons. Tht number of spcciaHics connoctcd with it is 
Tlie laws light, electricity, nulgijel^my ai;j3 in too great to be detailed here. The general fact, how- 

)lhe answer to the*allegatiOn of decjejt, ever, is a power oj seeing objects at a distance, ])ersons 

it sahl, tli^ brought forward withoiit unknowa to the patient in awaking state, and even 

inqulry» . ,is merely one hypothesis against anotjber. indivi||i|jals ;long dead. We select a case of the Simplest 
of the facts ore irreconcilable with it'; for ex* kind, referrmg to Wividvinls, some of whom arc knt)wn 
ample, the accpleratiou of tho pu^isc, the ii:jf:e(ll state of to ourselVe8. ‘ At( the house of Dr Schmitz, rector of 
the pupil of the eye, and the. cataleptic ri^dity of the .the»il^ jichool here, I saw^a little boy of about nine 
muscles. As to the many failures in public sxhibi- yejrs of age put into the magnetic sleep by a young 
tious — ‘ were auj^ man, ’-Bays the profeasor, * iio Ml in ^man 6f seventeen. As tlio boy was said to be clair- 
tlio simple exporin^ut of dipping his finger, without voyant, I requested him, through his magnetiser, whom 
injury, into red-hot melted lead, ai^l to burn himself alone ho heard, to visit mentally my house, v irnrh wns 
severely, w'e slioiild not be justified ilk denying the fact nearly a juilc off, and perfectly unknown to him. lie 
that it may bo done with impunity. A thousand failures said ho would, and soon, when asked, began to descrilio 
could oiUy prove that we did not perform, or kiKWv how the back drawing-room, in whieli be saw a sideboard 
to perform, the experiment pr(|porly ; we did not with glasses, ‘•and on tho sidehoard a singular apparatus, 

know, or did not attend to the conditions necessary to which he describe<l. In fact, this room, altlipngh I 
success; and one i 3 uc?ce 88 ful trial would outAyeigh them had not told him so, is used as a dining-rooin, and has 
all. rrecisely so is 1^’ wids our author, ‘ with animal a sideboard, on which stood at that nionuuit glasses; 


magnetism. • 

What Dr Gregoryjdemands, is only that the alleged 


and an apparatus for pi*eparing soda-water, which 1 
had*brought from Germany, anil which was then quite 


facts should be inquired into. ^ \yhen the witnesses new in Edinburgh. 1 then requested liim, after lie 
are nmnerous, their character unimpcached, and the had mentioned some other details, to look at tlie front 
fact not physically or mafliematically impossible, room, in which he described two small portraits, most 
caution is not enfitled to.gO farthit^r than to say, I am of tho furniture, mirrors, ornamental glasses, and the 
not satisfied ; I must inqttii*e into these things.” If he position of tlic pianoforte. Avhich is very unusual. 
( the sceptic] will not or cminot investigate them, let Beiiij^ asked whom lie saw in the room, he replied, only 
him in decency be silent/ It may l>e added, that Dr a lady, whose dress ‘ht? described, and a boy. This 1 
Gregory disapproves of public exbibitinns, and all ascertained to bo eiunx't ut tbat time. As it Avas just 
regarding of ^10 sulgect as a niiitter of amusement, possible that this might have been doin* by tboiight- 
IIc sivft it to be a new and most im])ortant section of* reading, altliough I could detect no trace ot any syni- 
luiture, and he desires it to be approached in a philoso- pathy witli me, I then requested Dr Sebniitz to go into 
phic spirit, and brought to use only for the relief of another KKnn, and lliert* to do Avliatever he pleased, 
suffering and the general iKmefit Of mankind. wliile we should try Avhether the hoy coubl see Avluit 

large portion of the volume is occupied Avith a de- he did. Dr Sidirnitz took v itli him his son ; and when 
tail of the loAver phenomena, respecting Avhich the public tho sleeper was asked to look into the otbiu* room, h< 
is already pretty well inforiiKMl. The author itfterwards began to laugh, and said that 'I'lieodorc (Dr Schmitz’s 
goes on to treat of sympathy and clairvoyeiice. The son) w'as a funny boy, and Avas gesiiciilaiing in a par- 
former iiiA^oh'ea coniinunity of sensation and emotion ticular way with his anus, Avliile Dr Schmitz stood 
between the patient and his magnetiser. It also, in looking on. He then s^id tlint Theod;)rc had left the 
many cases, involves iJiougl>r<utdingf m con- rmnn, and after a AA'hiie that he had returned; then 

scioiisness on the part of the patient ^f the ideas that Theodore was jumping nhoul ; and being asked 
passing through the mind of tho operator, even those aMut Dr Schmitz, dcxdiin d more than once to say, not 
referring to past times. Of patients with this degree liking to tell, as he said, luit at hi.st tohl us tliat he also 
of lucidity, some have announced things once known to was jumping about, laislly, he said Dr Scluuiiz avus 
live experimenter, hut Dr Grogory, howevesr, Ijcating his not Avith a stick, although he suav a stick 

sui-miaes that this phenomenon may not bo dependent in the room, but with i^roll of' ])a]HT. All this did not 
on sympathy, but on that rfuiplo extension of know- occupy more Hum seven or eight minutes; ^akI avIuh Dr 
ledge which arises from clairvoyance. Another result Schmitz returned, 1 at once ga ve him the above aeroimt 
of, sympathy is the ability to tell of the bodily state of of his proeCKidings, Avlftch lie, much astonished, deelared 
tlie operator — describing, for example, a discjised condi- to be correct in every particular. IIitc thoiiglit-rcad- 


tion of the brain or heart, and auuouiicmg the aeiisa- 


absolutelv 


for neither J, nor any 


lions of those organs. Trofessor Gregory assures us of one present, bad the liMst idea of what Dr Schmitz 
his having himself fully ascertaidfcd Uiut this may he was to do; nor indeed luul Dr Si hmitz himself, till I 
dcs)^ in the ahsence of the individnah througll the. sugge.sted it,-knoAvn that such an exjierimeiit was to 
medilim of alack of liair» or any object tliat has been he tried. I ^m, therefore, perfectly satisfied that the 
in contact 'with the person; even a recent specimen of boy actually ij- a aa' Avhat Avas done; for to supiMjse that 
liamlwriting. ‘Sympathy,* reinarks pur author,* ‘is he tiad gucAed it, appears to me a great deal more 
widely diffused as natural spqntanePur occtirrence. woiiderful^^ ^ * 

, > . IIow often does an inexplicable sometliing Avarn Major^uckley is an amateur mngnetist of great 
certain fpersons tliat an absent and dearly - beloved activitj^ ith some pecul iarities of practice, which netHl 
frien# or relation is in dang^y, or dying ! Tiiis is an not yjr diA’clt upoi^ lie. Iuib brought 142 pei^ns, 
effeetipf sympathy. Every one has Itedlrd, in his oWn almoin all of the upi>er (dasses, into a state of lucidity. 


j widely diffused as natural spontaneous occtirrence. wonderful^' ^ * 

j • , . IIow often does an inexplicable sometliing Avarn Mojor^uckley is an amateur mngnetist of great 
! certain fpersons tliat an absent and dearly -bcloA’ed activit|^Tth some peculiarities of practice, which netHl 
frien# or relation is in dnngoT) or dying ! This is an not yjr diA’clt upoi^ lie. Iuib brought 142 pei^ns, 
offeetipf sympathy. Every. one has heiArd, in his oWn almoin all of the upi>er (dasses, into a state of lucidity, 
circle, of numerous inatances of H. ’ I am informed, for A fuA^ourito experiment AA-ith him is to cati^ gentlemen 
example, by a lady , related to me, thilt her to purchase a quantity of tliose nuts which are to he 

liUother idivays luid sudi^ at the time when had in confeetioners’^ shops, li a viug mottoes emdosod, 

near and dear friend died. This ocogpTijd so puen and* to bring thasc to his patient, wdio Avill read the 
leave no dcuUItJrhaitei'^ of yhe fact IOia|i|>|^^^ motto within. Tie has had forty -four persons j^:apaWe 
this laily itbim <mC0 this feat. ‘Tlie longest motto rciul by 

.$f<lp4ndjay dUf^ shd on soveral any of tbciu was one containing nincty-idglit words. 

her dait^ier an4 to others, i feel Many subjects aOiII read motto i^r motto witiioiit one* 

mist^. In this way the ^nott(>eB cOtttainetl ih 48(>0 
v » .i V ; pntshella liavo been read.’ * Sir fT* WiHsliire took home 

. occurs both in tlfe sleep and ih A ] ^Ith liim a nest of boxes belonging ^ Major Buckley; 
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and placed in the •inner box n slip 6f«pApcr, on wlue% 
ho had written a word, ^eme days later h^i l)rQligh(» 
back the boxes, sealed^up in p<apor, and disked one of 
Major Buckley’s clairvoyantes to read the word. Major 
Buckley made passes over the boxo^ when she said she 
saw the word “ Concert.” Sir T. W^litre declared 
tliat she was right as to the tirst and last letters, but 
that tlie word was different. Bhe persist, when 
bo told lier that the word was " Correct.” But on 
ojxming tlie boxes, the At^ord proved to be CJpiJcert.” 
This case is very remarkable ; for, had the olair^oyante 
read the word by thought-reading, she w^ld have rend 
it according to ihe l>elief of Sir 'J\ Willshire, who had 
either intended to Avritc “ correct,” or in the interval, 
forgot tlint he had written “concert,” but certainly 
believed the former to be the word.’ ' 

Dr Gregory publishes a letter from a clergymo^ 
regarding a poor man named James Smfth, residing 
Wha^say in Slietland, who has lately been attracting 
local attention as a clairvoyant. The reverend writer 
went, full of incredulity, to test the roafity of the mat- 
ter, aful, mosrt unexp(‘ctedly to himself, was forced to 
own that tliere could he lio deception in it. ‘One 
evening, after he had been throAvn into the mesmeric 
sleep, my friend and fellow -traveller asked him to 
‘accompany him to a certain place which ho was 
thinking of, hut the name or locality of wltich he did not 
mention, nor in tl^e least hint at. Tl^ clairvoyant 
described the house, first the outside, with “big* trees” 
roiiiid it, then several rooms nn the interior; and 
being directed to enter a particiglar apartment which 
was indicated to him l)y its position, he described the 
appear-mco ami octmiuitiou of a gentleman and two 
liulies win » wore in it ; declared that lie saw a picture 
over the mantelpiece; and being farther questioned, 
deiM>ned that it was the iMcture of a man, and tliat 
there was a name below it; and being urged to roa<l 
the iiaim', after experiencing some difficulty with the 
pennianshii), he afllrmed tliat the last w'ord of the 
name was “ HooJ,” w/nch lui shwl}/ Intt corracil^ spelt. 
The, liousii >vas near Edinburgh ;• and when we came to 
compare notes, on our return /rom Slietland, we found 
that flic description of the individuals in the room at 
the time hatl been quite correct; and wc wic over the 
ninntclpit‘ce a print of the Jiev. J. J. Wood of Dmifries^ 
with his name written below.’ 

The* iiarr.ator continues — ‘ lie w ent in search of Sir 
John Franklin, and found the shijis Ereh^ and Terror, 
spelling the name of each on the stern of the vessel. 
I am sorr 34 iiow^ that 1 did not make such full and 
explicit inquiries upon this subject as its iniportaiice 
and the interest attaching to it deserve ; or as it would 
hav(5 been pniper to iiislitule, in onler to compare tlie 
statements of this clairvoyant with Uiose of others. 
Diwing the time when I luul him in hand, my experi- 
ments wore almost entirely of a kind which wci\* fitted 
to be conclusive upon the spot, llowcvir, I lu*ard him 
dedans that the Krehus was fast locked ip; that those 
dn board w’ere alive, hut in low* sp'u’itjK and that, in 
iiaswer to his inquiries, tliey said tliat fcey liad little 
h«'lH‘ of making their escape. lie affirmo^tUat there 
wiis w’atcr for a certain dist anco*round th^l^rror, but 
that she w’as not clear of the ice. Of course a^ave no 
opinion as to tlie corrc'ctness of t/ysse revc*latioii|L The 
date when they were miulc was iiliout the 22d of ^gust 
18o0. When sent to these northern regions, and as 
long as he w*as kept there, he apiMJaied to be shivering 
with caU, and declared the (‘old to be intense.’ 

A cloirvoynntci girl, of IvumhlS grole, under thware 

of Dr jjaddoek of Leeds (her name is given as K ^), 

who lias lKH?n remarkably siiccesstul in immy cases w^erc' 
a test w^as applicable, had a fiiecimen of the handwriting 
of Sip John Frouklin tuhmitte4i to h(i' in the course of 
the winter bofhre lask ^he found the unfortunate 
navigator in ope of two vessels, fixed in ice, and suiv. 
toumied with w^ls of snow . * She descrilKKl/ says 


Professor Gregory, ‘ the dress, mode of Itlfe, f(iod, jSSih. of ' ‘ 
the ‘ S saw and described Sir iijim, arid skid | 
that ho^l to get out, hut Was much surprised 

thqtt no v^ssOlS^ad conie to assist him. She frequently 
spdke of liis occupations, and when asked the time <u 
Say, foim(X it either by looking at n timepiece in the : 
cabin, or by (Consulting Sir John’s watcli. During the 
wuntor and spring oj 1849-50, and part of the suinmor 
of 185C^ she uniformly indicated the same differonce of 
titne, whiWi 1 cannot at present give precisely, but 
which was nearly sciireli hours. At whatever hour she 
jjras miignetistd and iScgit there, she always made the 
same differene(*. Nay more, whcii the time there was 
nine or ten a. ai* ( four or fiv(i i*.m. at Bolton), slie 
would say, that ^leh was tlu* hour, hut that it was still 
dark, and lights weje burning in the early part of 
^mmer. NoW, it' is quite absurd to suppose that this 
Stelally uneduAtfed giri has any notion of tlu* relation 
01 longitude to time, or of the difference between an 

arctic day and one in our latitude. , E- also, h(*ing 

shewn th(i handwriting of several of the officers of the 
expedition, fhuinl and described them. One was dead 
(sh(3lled, ns she said, when she was asked.) Another, at a 
hiter i^eriod, was dangerously frodtbitton, but recovered. 
She said,* that in one o{ the ships th(? provisions were, 
cxliausted, hut that the other contained provisions. 
She described tlie flsii, seals, and othSr animals hunted 
and kOled for food and oil by the crews. Of, or rather 
to, one officer she said that he was the doctor, although 
not dr(;ssed like a doctor, but like tlie rest, in skins ; 
that ho was a firstrate shot, and was fond of killing 
animals to preserve them. (ITiis is really the case with 
Mr Goodsir, whose writing she was then examining.) 
She a(lded a multitude of euriouR details, for which 1 
have no space, and they will no doubt he ])ublished by 
Dr Haddock. But I may meivtion, that on a Sundi'iy 
afternoon in February 1850, she said it was ahoi^ ten 
A.Af. there, and described the captain (Sir John) as 
reading prajws to the crew, who knelt in a eircle, with 
their faces upwards, looking to him, and appearing 
very sorrowful. She even naiiuHl the chapter of St 
Mark’s gospel which he read on that o(M*a8ion. She 
also spoke, on one (K'cation, of Sir John as dejected, 
which he was not before, and said that tlu* men tri(‘(l 
tocht^er him up. She further spoke (if their burning 
coarse oil and fish refuse for warmth, and drinking a 
liner oil for riie same purpose. All this time she con- 
tinued to give the same difference of time, from which 
the loniritudc might he calculated. This tiiru*, Kcien 
hours, or nearly, from Bolton, gives a w(*st longitude 
of about 100" to 115% -which corresponds very well 
with tlu? proliahle position of Sir John. But at a later 
period, all of a sudden she gave a difference of time of 
somewhero between six and seven hours, indicating 
tliat the sljips luul moved eastward. She was not, 
after this, quite so *hniform in the difference of time ns 
before, and seemed not to it so clearly ; hut* She 
persisted that they had moved homeward; and *if we 
take al)out 0^ hours as the later difference, tliis would 
indicate a longitude of about 97" 30 W. After this 
change she also said^tliat Sir J( jin had been met and 
relieved, and has always sineo then se(*n three ships, 
which, for a longM^ime past, are said by her to lie ffx>2CTt 
up together. observatm^ of which I have 

licard, 17th February 1854, gave a longitude* of 101^ 
45' W. At the same tin^o, from Captain Austah’s 
writing, which has also b(.^n frequently tried, she gave 
fo| him the longitude of 95 ' 45' W, She 
kpow wh^iseolup it is, that, accoreHng to her, hiiB 
wi^ii hut she still speaks of three sliips' 

toge^be^ I should add, that when has been sent 
riierie at siicii im hour and season it was night in 
thrite latitudes, site has ffiiite4p0i|tfiiteausly described 
^ anwa horeilis, which as nil arch, 

vising as from tlie ground end/ and descending 
te it: at the other. 





and soma of t|u &80 ptitToi Mr W > soii^ my worthy friend, a clei^ymah of 

iJ^wards; • 6h<^ i(faa much surprised and 4«Ughte4 the esta^ M;r W then asked the 

' with it, and was the couutiy ^ piinhow young lady to accompany him to the manse. To tliis 

came from, fibre jjad never been told w she at first objected, on the ground of not being ac- 

bVCT a^ut th 0 niirora, and knows libthing of St.V quainted. This scijiple being gol^over, they entered a 

degree of confidence carriage, and drove off. Mr W then said, “You 

; Whi<fii iv IjeU^ in clairvoyance will repose in this are in tfo minse dining-room ; look round, and tell us 
interesting vaticination, when he learns what is said to what you She replied, “ I see the minister sitting 

have been accomplished in other cases by E-7-. Having in an arm-cliair W the fire, and doing nothing ” >^he 
been shevm tlie handwriting of a Sir W. Willey, and was then qsked if she saw Any other person in tlie 

his friend Mr Morgan, who were travelling in Califor- room— sue sa^ I see Mrs A sitting sewing at 

nia, she gave an account, which was found to h^ quitq^ the emfwinddfe” Asked colour of tlie scain— she said, 
correct, of their persems and occupations, and of various « White.” Srfw no other person in the room. Looked 

occurrences connected with tliem. ghe described Mr round a^n, and said, “Mrs A had left the room.” 

Morgan ns ill of a fever, and as haviag had a dream Tlxen if she saw any paintings in the room — she 

regarding his wife coming to see him. She also said said, “Hireei” Mr W said, “Look round again;” 

that he hod fallen overboard. All of these particulars, when she sfidd, ^*1 see other two — live in all.” {She said 
and many others, though quite uiihnownittt tlie time in she saw the portraits of a lady and gentleman above 
England, proved true. Sir Walter C. Trevelyan, the fireplace. Asked to read the name— she said, “The 
Baronet, luiying received a letter from a lady in Ix)n- duke.” Asked what duke— she said, “ Buccleiudil” 
don, in ‘ which the 1^8 of a gold watch, supposed to ‘ She was then asked to rend the name at the bottom 
have been stolen, waif mentioned, sent the«letter to Dr of another portrait — she said, “ 'I'hcre was«a mist before 
Hatidpek, to see whetilker E--*--- cotild trace jtlhe watch, her (^I'es: she could not rend; hut it began witli G. 
She very spon saw the lady, and descril^d her accu- Asked the number of windows — slio said, “^'wo.” 
rately. She also described mmutoly tlie house aud Asked the colour of the window-curtains-— she said, 
fiirmtmr^ and said shi saw the marks of tlie watch (the “ Red the colour of tlie table-coviT in the middle of 
phrase sire omplofs for the tracer left by persons or the room-^she said, “Red.” Asked if tliere was a 
tilings, probably luminous to her) on a certain table, bookcase in the room — she said, “Yes; near the end 
It had, she said, a gold dial-plate, gold figures, and a window'.” 

gold chain with squm% lifili; in the letter it was * I wrote down the ?dx)ve answers as tliey were given, 
simply called a gold watch, without any description, in presence of other, t>vo ladies and a g('ntloinan. I 


gold chain with squm% links; in the letter it was * I wrote down the ?dx)ve answers as tliey were given, 
simply called a gold watch, without any description, in presence of other, t>vo ladies and a g('ntloinan. I 
She said it had been taken by a young w’oman, whom rode to the *man8e next day in company with Mr 

she described, not a Imbitual thief, who felt alarmed at W- (a distance of four milcK), and aiter^i rigorous 

what she liad done, but still thought her mistress would inquiry, we found the above answers of the clair- 
j not suspect her. She added, that she would be aBle to voyiinto accurate to the very letter. 

I point out the writing of the thief. On this occasion, ‘Now here is a case, of clairvoyanc?e lialile to no pos- 
j as is4ilinost always the case with ^ she spoke to, sible objection. Collusion, from the cluirachT of the 


point out the writing ol the thief. On this ocensjon, ‘Now here is a case, of clairvoyanc?e lialile to no pos- 
as is4ilinost always the case with ^ she spoke to, sible objection. Collusion, from the cluirachT of the 
the person seen, as if conversing with her, and. was parties, is out of the question; and from the circiiin- 
vory angry with her. Bn' W. Trevelyan sent tliia in- stances, imixissible. The lad)' had never het 11 in the 
formation, and requested the writing of all the servants manse but once when a girl; and v hen out ol' the incs- 
in tlie house to be sent. In answer, thodady stated, meric state, she liad no ided of miylbir.g which the 

that- E *s description exactly applied to One of her house contaSned. It is >vorthy of notice that the rod 

two maids, but that her eusp’ dons rested an the othop. tablecover had not been ustxl except for some •time 
She also sent several piccjes of writiiig, including tiiat that forenoon, and was not on the table next day wlien 

of both maids. E instantly selected that of the we arrived. Miss M knows that two young ladies 

girl she had described, Ixjcame veiy angry, and said; lived in the manse, but them she could not he made to 
“ You arc thinking of pretending to find the watch, 


see ; and they were from homo, unknown to the clair- 
and restoring it, but you tixik it— you know you did.” voyante. » W a 1, rut Ton.' 

Before Sir W. Trcvclyan^s letter, containing this infpr- 

mation, had reached the lady, he received another letter, 2>p Gregory tliinks that the oracles, and pinny other 
in which he was ittfoTme<l that the girl indicated as the of the so-called impostures of antiquity- sei ouil-siglit 

thief by E~ had tought back tlie watch, saying she among ourselves, arid Ihe mapic. mirror of J )r Dee— 

Iiad found it. In tins case Sir W. Trevelyan was at a may yet be axplained ‘as comic eted with animul mag- 
great distance from Bolton, and, even had he been netism in some 4»f its innumerable developmeiitb.’ As- 
present, he know nothing of the house, the watch, or suming that there is such a thing na spontaneous 
the persons concerned,, except the hidy, so that, even clairvoyance amongst us — that is, elairvoyaiu;e without 
had he been in Bolton, and beside tlie clairvoyante, the use of external means to bring it on, aud jierhaps 
tbougnt-readmg was oiit of the question. 1 have seen, the result of A diseased condition of the nervous sys- 
iii the possession of Sir Walter, all the letters which tem— it is very certain that such a person in eaVly 
liassed, and I consider the case as demonstrating tlie ex- superstitious Xgos would be looked u|x)ii as endowed 
istence ofsympathetic^lairvoya^ at a great distance.’ with super^ural knowledge. To eke it out, or mix 
It chances that, wliile this article w^ in preparation, it up witiyfiiposture, and convert it to the supjxirt of 
we iteoefcvcd a comniunication . ecmtaliuii^ on account of a reUgiajp system, would also be very natural. If the 
a domestic experiment m P^ormed ur^^^ facts qg chiirvoyance, ho ever •generally admitted as 

^ care of a gentleman preyiowy id&l^iflous, but vrho scient£c tniths* it will be a curious consideration that 
is now converted to a dxfi^sitt way tif iliinklng. It is such tilings may be more readily embraced in a super- 
not of uncoininoi^'^iatoe^ in^R^^ perhaps it rttther stitious than in a scientific age— science thils appearing 
faUs below the avemg® but it has fa as more calculated to toit than to enlargo the hounds 

feotuter lb being imported by it g|pUeiiMUi of kliowlcdge. ’Jilhe reason is, that Bcienee, from its 
^ own peculiar methods, tends to create an cx45],usive 

' district .in.'^he sOntli offic^ Ifavopr for things perceptible to the senses, and to set 

: W*. ^ A feftfle at nought, it' not utterly condemn, the wliole range of 

s , W® th^e^# append it , things spiritual, flere v&a find oursclyes on the borders 

. .• ‘Omcvchpoov, -S priltb ctf one uf the great questioni of our time— one wh^ 

' ^ » being biri?e bn a to scjrious collisions ere many years 

trance by ^ But we must refridn speculation. 


GHAMBm« EDIJfBTJBCfIL JOtTRWAL, 


Sullice it tliat wc bWng before onr readfers. eren' these 
imperfect illustrations of a* curious topic of the day, ’ 
leaving the candid to inquire, and the egotistic to rest 
satisfied that they, without any inquiry, know a great 
deal better how things really stand ^n^rCspect of animal 
magnetism than those who, having seehi nCw believe. 

— _ — q-i,.-.... ..-1'^ 

THE BEREAVED TROMBONE. 

I iiAviii been for the last &ozen years iu thq h^btt of 
walking daily to office in one direction, thipugh a^tne 
of route reaching from a northerly suburb to the meart < 
of the city, and bat;k again in the evoniitg, or late at 
night, ns it might liapi>en, by the self-same track. 
During that period, witliout asking a single question, 
or receiving a tittle of verbal information, I have 
learned the personal and domestic histories of maU 3 i»? 
individuals and fainilios, as well as the rise^nd manage-*? 
ment, ^ind the consequent results and issues of a host 
of speculations, ooniinercial and other, which have had, 
llieir pj’ogress and consummation within the sphere of 
my continued •cmiark. 1 may chronicle some of tlicse 
liistories when the liumour seizes me — not now. A)ne 
dilapidated figure, familiar to my morning vision, which 
he greeted two or three times a week for the last ten 
years, has disappeared for ev(*r, and I dedicate this brief 
page to liis renuanhrance. X'or the last twelve wear}’’ 
months ho has figured iieriodieally in the vicinity of 

Square, as a butt — a walking target for the* stray* 

slin!'*;s of the vagabond wit of a gaptiig and jibing crowd ; 
aiid, indeed, a stranger to his history might well have 
been excused for joining in the lau"h Of the multitude. 
There is, however, too often food for melancholy in the 
forms wiiii'Ii excite our inirtli. Smiles and sadness not 
uufrequontly live togeihci’; and some of the vicissi? 
tildes incivlental to Inunanity /it times present tlicni- 
sclvea to \l.\v under such strange and anorasdous 
aspwts, that wlietlier wc ought to laugh or to weep, 
to banter or to sjunpatliise, it is next to impossible to 
tell. 

The defunct sul joct of this Rliort memorial wan- 1 
dcred for the last year of his liic as a solo playerpn the 
. trombone. Such a iHirfonnanee w'as unique in the 
history of stnxt minstrelsy, and though anything but 
vivacious in itself, was tbe cause of infinite vivacity in 
others. I'lie very first intonations from liis dreary tube 
WTre a signal for a general gathering of the idling 
youngsters of the neiglihourhood, amongit whom, in 
ragged but majestic attitufle, stoixl the forlorn i>er- 
former, filling tlie air with the sopulcliral tones of Ids 
instrument. His dismal, dolorous, and almost denun- 
ciatory strain, drew fortli ironiPal cheers and bravos 
from liis grinning auilience; and tlieirspcrsccuting 
demands for ‘ Paddy Carey,’ or ‘ Kory - O’More,’ were 
answ^ered by a deep-toned wail from tlie sonorous brass, 
giving mournful utterance to emotions fur different from 
theirs. To mo, oiid iierh/ips to others to whom the poor 
fellow-’s history wuis know n, there wuis lltlo cause for 
mirtli in the spectacle lie presented. Iwt the reader 
jedge. I 

^ Jt is now^ full t(}u 3 ’oars ngo,th^t as I dtwnear - — r- 
Square, one fiiu^ spring morning, on my way^^usiness, 
1 heard, for the first time, the exhilarating sti%kis of a, 
brass band; tbe instruments w^ire delicately \o^iced, 
and hanponi,sed to a degree of perfection not tc^om- 
luon among ^.out-of-door ])ractitioners. My ear, not 
unused to the pleasing intricacies of iiannony, apprised 
nio that a quintett wuis going for^iard, composed of two 
^ cornots-k-piston, a picixila flute, a Frtnch horn, aild a 
tnsmbqi^e. The strain w as now, at least to me, and of 
ft Bomewdiat wild and eccentric character. Upon 
ing up wdth the baud, I beheld five tall, erect, and sol- 
dier-looking figures, ‘ boarded Mb© tb(?pard,* and V^ith 
some remaining indicatibtis Of iniHtary coatuAe yet 
Visible in their garb. I set them dowui for Poles^ and 
Icaniod ofterwtoiis that my conjecture vras tiio true 


one. vero all men of middle- ago; 

admiirabfe and precision of their pcrfpfmanee; 
was, plain th^t they had even then been long associated 
together. Bo 3 P years I enjoyed at regular inter- 
vals, in my morning walks, the defightful solace of their 
htirmonious .utterances — and have been conscious more 
than once of marching a pas de soWa/, under the influ- 
ence of the spirit-stirring sounds, to the drudgery of 
labour, os though there wore a heroism (who says there 
is not ?) in Aicing it manfully. At the commencement 
of the *third year, I mis^d one of the cornets-h-piston ; 
and knew within a month after, by the appearance of 
a ligature of black crape, displaycdpiot upon the heads, 
but upon the left ^rms of the survivors, that he had 
blown his last blAt, and finaUy dissolved partnership 
with his brethren. , 

Still, quartfitts tire delightful ; and though that pecu- 
jSfe and piquanJundcrcarrent of accompaniment which 
mal^s a well-played quintett such a honne-boucke to the 
amateur was ever after w’-ards wanting, yet was their I 
performance perfect of its kittd, and loft no cause for 
cavil, liowevCT much there might have been for regret. 
But the grim tjrrant seldom contents himself with a 
single victim ; arid in something more than a year after 
there was another void iiylio harmony — the French horn 
had gently breathed his own requiem, and reducecl the 
band to a trio. This was a far worse Iftss than the first, 
and one that completely altered the character of their 
minstrelsy. They had fallen from their high' estate, i 
and wore compelled to take new' ground and less pre- 
tentious standing. Tlicy abandoned almost entirely' — 
one may conceive -with wh at regret— their own cherished 
national harmonies, and took up with tlic popular music 
of the metropolis — the curi’ent and eplKoiicral airs of the 
day. To these, how^ever, they added a new charm b\' 
the exquisite precision of their execution, and an agree- 
able -spiec of foreign acceutuntion, which they natujj:ill,v 
imparted to our matter-of-faet musical pliraseology. 
They became popular favourites, and for several years 
went their acinistomed rounds, eveiywhere rew'/irdcd 
^vith the commendations and coins of the crowd. 
Their impeiimrbable gravity and dignity* of demeanour 
-was a pleasant Bet-ofl‘ to tluar rollicking version of 
some of the pet melodies of the mob, and contributed 
not a little to procure them a degree of favour ajid 
prosperity perliaps greater than thej' had ever previ- 
ously enjoyed. They never forsook their old haunts, 
and l heard them regularly on the usual days, not 
certainly, with the same delight as at first, yet often 
with a feeling of gratified surprise that so nnich grace 
could bo imparted to airs which the ‘ Aminadabs that 
grind the musib-boxes* in the streets of London had so 
mercilessly and so successfully conspired, first to mur- 
der, and then to mutilate. 

Time wore on ; year after year the gray and grizzled ^ 
triumvirate trod their daily rounds in all weathers, 
arousing the liberality of thmr* patrons with the meiry 
music of the hour. Three, four, five years passed *away 
—five harmonious years ; and then death snatched the 
second cornet in. the midst of his str/iin, and dashed him 
to the earth with a jemibreve op his lips — lips cou- 
demned to bo mute for evermore. The poor fellow 
Avas seized with the chfilcra wdiile in tlie very heart of 
a melody, and had dopwt^ to the silent land almost 
before its echtws had died away. Whatever was tho 
grief of the remaining pair, gliko true veterans as tbsty: 
wereJ’Hiey gave no evidence of it to the world. As they 
w<^d have done on the battle-field, they did 
closed upytheir little rank, and Gonfronted the 
wi^ She force that was yet remainfeig. But a 
sad speqt^le, and, what was worn them, it wasil^t ' 
sorry tnusic they made. With pisoola and trombone^^/ 
the two extremes of liaimonjf vdWii M could be 
dime? Orpheus and Apollo tJ^pwelVes would Tsave 
13^^ a M it. It wiMt ttM.hiomiomc tree 

only Jfoot and folia^— the and brandies ill 


tlw ease of varteua kinds of cloth ^oods, the effect on 
i3^$4tc dism j>e^.^antmgv,or 4;uii|lity ah(^CQlour is said t& be favourable. 

n(me ^iratihg Lillis process has been extensively applied in larpfc 

dmrtut^ l>f^SpncS.^ In short, it ^^nJd^tfdO; and^the wash-houses, including those connected with such pub- 
jwar f^ws soon found it out. ^-fho^folljuto ncglMt ifo feBtuffigbrnktiT m unions and hospitd*. By the 
and poi^eirty, and save among those vdio dwelt in tSe Z , i* ^ ^ i 

Hue Mr Wuiar beat, who now gavo from of 

what they had onee bestowed &ob» gratification, they hea^ w»d by the extreme desiccation attending tins cle- 
met With but spore encoutagemeiV;, It Ctould'npt last vat^ temperati^re* large quaptities of clothes are dried 
long. Wiiother the piccoia ha^ too much* to dp, ahd in 4 wendeffijlly short space of time; and not merely 
sunk overborne by the responsibility of the various ^thifi, but they |U?e thoroughly freed from ‘the peculiar 
parts ho represented, or whether ho btew hintself cast smell whidi ^ncrally belongs to the clothes used by 
in a fit of sheer mortification, I cannot pretend to say. the veiy poor.* In hospitals, the process is also used 
True it is, howcyeis ^at he alsj in months, exprcssly^fbt the destruction of all morbific and infbe- 

disappeared from the scene, and the bereaved trombone i:„ +1 ^ . r *1. . 

waa foft to wander alone a^ong -the hiiunts of ids old tious mattws which may Imgor ahou B^^^^ 
commiiions. patients. At a temperature ot from 200 to 2o0 degrees 


tiouamaft-^ which may linger ahou^^ 

compaiiions. patients. At a temperature ot from 200 to 2o0 degrees 

For twclW inonths, as I ha^e nlreaJy said, had he Fahrenheit, it is most efficacious in tliis respect, with- 
thus wandered, griD^ling from his dismal instrument out in the sUghtest degree injuring the clotlics 01 . other 
a monotonous reqtiSem to tlio inanes of Ids departed articles subj^ed to it. Feathers arc in like manner 
brethren. I have r^son for believing, that at the dc- prepaitjd for use very much more rapi^l}^, as well as 
cease of his last fricud he forsook the liglit and friyo- oflec4ually, than is customary. It lias also a beneficial 


lol^ music, which drcumstances had compelled, them appUcation to coffi>c-roasting, and to the prcpi 
to arlmimstcr to the mob, and returned to the wilder nn,i .nL.L 


iiration of 


iu wiiiJiiuster lu iiiu juuu, huu itninutni tu me wiiutu 4* 1 , , . « k,. „ 

and grander themes of his cbuMitry and his youth ; but ^ariMceous food and potatoes for I m^ lova^us by sea. 

as it requires an ex^rienced cir to tell the business a The diying of wood for building, eal.nictm.ilf mg, 
man is after who plays a solo on tfte trombone, I cannot “"J ‘be manufectnre of pianos, has liithcrlo been a 
pretend to certainty on that point. He never conde- tedioug process ^as left to time. It I'an now be done 
Si.ondcd to take the least noticH? of the crowd of scniie- . exiieditioulily by tlic^ Dcpiccnting Process, and with 
gr;ice idlers who stotxl ground, mimicking his motions, much more certainty. This is a matter in w hich the 

and r.aising disc^mt ^ans in rivalry of his tones, public is mudi intvfcsted, for a rot in the timber of 

He played on^with an air of abslrueted dignity ; and puhjje or private buildings, or a warping in articles 
one might have thought tlmt, inste.a.J ot the oihcs and j. , . ,,,rious evil. Tlic n oo,l used in the 

jeers of the blackguard mob, he heard nothing but the ww ^ * r i ^ , t 

rioh inatnimcntal Accompaniments of liis buried com- ^oal Exchange m I-ondon was desieeat.Ml, or de- 


panions. and that memorv reproduced in foil fofoe to Pnved of the vegetable juices, by this process, and (o 


ills <nncr sense the complete and magnificent har- 
monies in all their thrilling and soul-stirring eloquence, 


all appearance with entire success. The beautiful lUxir 
of tins Excliange is composed of fmir thousand pieces 


as they nnig tltrough the Rimie cohoes in the years past of including elnmy, black oak, common or nxl 

and gone. ^He persevered to the last in treading , the English oak, wainscot, white liolly, mahogany, Ame- 
s.'ime round tliat was trod by }\h brethren; it was ricau eim, red and wlAte walnut (Freiiib juul Knglish), 
all that was left to him of them and of their past lives, and ti|wlberry-- presenting, in large figures, the ma- 
Ife had indeed exiicricnocd the hardest*futo of the rineris compass, the city ann.s, and other objects. The 
whole five. Ho was the flitting ghost of the huruHl of these pieces were, a few monilis Ix-fore, either 

band— a melandioly memorial of extinct harmonies, in the living tree, or in logs which otherwisi- v ould 
There was a painful discrepancy between his history have been far froin fit for use. d'he black oak in- 
and his action : the sadden and fierce elongation of liis troduced as ii portion ot the floor wa.s a i»art of an 
brazen tube, as he shot it violently forth' to d<iiible the old tree wbkb was discmcivd and removed from th(‘ 
octave at the i»enultimate note of his wailing stave, l>ed of the Tyne Kiver but a very short time before 
but ill accorded with the mourfiful reeolloctions .of tree is suiqMised to bavw grown on 

which he was the solitary monument. Tliere was a the sjxjt wheixf it was found, and owing to it.s large 
visible disiiord between his griefs and his gestures, his dimensions, must have k*en at hast .fon or :*ni) years 
W(jes and Ills Utterances of them, which transformed old at Uk^ time it fell; but liow^ many eeninrie.s 
the very fount of melancholy into an argument for It has lx‘en covered with water it is impossible to 
jnirtli. ’From a position so painfully equivwsal, I, for A considerahle portion of this tree was, at tlie 

one, can rejoice that he has at length been beckoned rcfqucst of Mr Davison (to whom the i‘xecution of the 
away. There is none to mourn hU departure, and, floor was introsted), fonvarded to London by the mayor 
beyond this brief testimony, no record tlmt lie ever and corporntiwi of Newcastle. Of course it was eoiii- 
vriia. Requicscat! | pletely saturi^l with moisture on its arrival. Never- 


wnis. Requicscat! pletely saturi^l with moisture on its arrival. Never- 

thclew, the djrmg, as \vfi have seen, was quickly efh'eteil. 

. 1 ^'. In feet, no^lf* iiiece oqt of the 4(K)0, eumposiiig tlu.’ floor, 

'THE I) 11 Y I N G P K 0 C E SS. occupiedj(n)re than ten or twelve days in seasoning. 

; _ V . « ? ! • • Fnr Jffiphuilding pur]K)pes this proeess has been 

A nAi^ip drying is of very g^at impoitance m .several adopt^very successfully. I’lRiiking, ai>pliwl to docks 
ofthe arts and manufectuwSv Till a reefnt peripd, the otiiffrwise, and all interior fittings, can Ikj surely de- 
usual methods were alone^' resorts to, even where tlie pended on as capable of withstanding all variations of 
Ingest re.sults coneerned, and great impodiAents temperature or weather, and there is not, therefore, the 
wewjthus experi«fe«sd^;^^^ now thero is a patent pio- necessUy^^ stocks of wood to season ; 

iCM^ by which g<tirted with (Auab rapidity feving must •ventuuUy be to the advantage of tin* 

i (rfpMcheat^ ato throuKli 11 chapter Jip w^Uai j^ ,i,nil.u- w.mk 1», but 

' drietl are exppsem seosmiAl in the licst way otWwiee. They were ooii- 

ibe air can be 'raised or jowsiedv llo the sujiermtendeitne trf the Board of Ord- 

ts of a great varie^ of subatanccs^ the results obtalned^from about 120 
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specfiflt^nfl,# compal^ with the best-Boasoncd samples 
wiiieh our ^yovcrnment stores could suf ply, the Desic^ 
catiiig’ I’roccss proved liiaf all woods subjected ta ^ 
were stronger and more clastic than those seasoned' 
by the usual methods. Mr Lovell,. Her Miyesty’s In- 
spector of Small Arms, tlius testifies^to the superiority 
of this process in seasonin'? wood for ordnance pumpsest 
‘it would he tedious to go mto the detail of ill the 
other tests that this process has been put to } it may 
suffice to say, that after* every possible triiU, my 
doubts have been reunoved by the only sife ghid^^that 
of experience. The wood is betterr seasoned thai» when, 
dried in the open air : first, because tbe.albumcn bemg 
dried into the pores and capillary tubes, the fibre is 
stronger, and less liable to absorb moisture ; second, the 
wood is stronger, tougher, and of course more capable 
of withstanding the effects of violent vibration (as in 
firearms), from the lateral adhesion of th^ fibre bcini|q 
better i)resc‘rvcd ; tliird, it works more smooth aha ' 
waxy binder the chisel, and has lesar tendency to spall 
and cnimhle aw ay, w liich is the great fault of stcam- 
ilried timber.’^ In eonscHpionce of the complete success 
of tl)c e.\j)crimcnts before named, the Board of Ordrlince 
have used the process for some time extensively, and 
w ith great advantage to the service. 

We have to acknowdedge some obligations to the 
J)t>siee!iting Process, in respect of oUr own i)eculiar 
maiiufaelure. Dryness in literature is apt to appear at 
first sigiit as a somewhat questionable recomuienda- 
tioii ; but, setting aside the joke, , it is of no small con- 
S(V|uence to printed sluHds that they should bci quickly 
and tburouglily freed from tlie idoisture wdiich they 
always bear on tlu ir issue from the i)ress. Porty- 
eight h )urs of snsiK'Usiou over poles along the ceiling 
of the of; ice used to be the plan resorted to. In these 
days, lids is jui insufferably long time to give to such »a 
pn)cess, r lilvs, the arrangoment is attended by some 
degn.'e of danger. An improved plan is to suspend 
the sheets in a room devoted to the purpose, heated by 
Sica m- tu I >e s . ^ Ve 1 la v e pas sod t b rough these plans, aud 
at length found entire sati.sfilcfiori in the Patent Desic- 
cating l^rocess of Messrs Da visoruind Symington, which 
despat ebos in tbedrj ing of sheets cffccUially in twenty- 
four 1 lours. 


IsOTES PIIOM THE rETIIEKL ANDS. 

1VALIC TO T)13 WVlv — VJLLAOH mnLIC-HO^’SE — ITSt IN- 
MATES AM4 INCIDENTS — WALK TO OMMUU8C11ANS. 

WiuLE paiTlng along fo Mo])]k* 1, I made up my mind 
at all events to visit Dmmerschjvis ; instead, therefore, 
of halting on reaching llu^ town about sunset, I left 
the main thoroughfare for a by-road, wdiich, ns usual, 
formed the towing-path of a canal. With the aid of a 
countryman going in the same direction, I passed for 
several miles through by- ways, and s(yn after dusk 
arrived at De Wyk. Almost the firsfl house in the 
'dllago w'as a hcrhcnije ; but there heiiv no room, I 
went farther, and iiresently came to ail^hcr — one of 
tlie long low edifices which apffcar to btSmeculiar to 
wiral districts in the northern provimses, th^toino roof 
sheltering qiuulrupeds iind bipoijs. On opoumg the 
door, i found myself in a largo kitchen, dimly ^fchted 
iy a single , candle standing on a table, round wdiieb 
sat a dqis^ rustics finishing their supper. Each one 
^ laid db^n his spoon, and stareth at me vigorousl}'^ and 
fgr a^e time my question— * ik bier over- 
naclift?’ (‘Can 1 pass the night here?’) reniaineiih 
unanswered ; sundry ejacnlatipps ,a|0ne were utt&ed. 
By and by, both a mistress ^nd niaid apiH)arod to 
minister to my neodii,^^ a^ eggs were Quickly 

in preparation. Meanwhile, tlie men at the table wore 


lAaking tno the subjeeli of discufssidn ^amonjg tfieim- 
selreS, eyeing me with curious looks, 

6ne of them as^ce^ whence I came, and* why 1 waS: 
thcr< 3 ; Which, were answered to their satis- 

f^tibn, wheA 

And so mynheer comes from SVedericksoord, and is 
going to Ommerschans ? —an observation which elicited 
a grunt of approval ftom the whole company. 

• ‘ Bnt hoAj does mynheer find his way ? * inquired the 
first speaker. . 

‘Thal^is u^t very difficult. With a map in his 
pocket, and a tongue in his hcad^ a nian may go all 
over the world.’ ¥ 

* Ja, that is gogu ; but it is not easy sometimes to 
know which tujming tp take. What does myiiliecr do 

generally get to itnow the direction of the place 
i want to go to before starting, and then steer my way 
by the sun or w'ind ; and seldom fail to arrive, as you ! 
may see by nsy being hero.* 

This explimation sufficed them for a time as k topic 
for further discussion, and left me fi*ee to attend to my 
liersonal wants, which jvero in the imperative mood. 
Before long, how-ever, one of tliem^ began again by 
asking, ‘ What has nn^^nhecr to sell ? ’ 

‘Notliing: my knapsack contains only articles for 
iny own use..’ Here a brief confabulation follow’^ed, and 
I began to fancy the Dutchmen not less expert in 
gathering information than the New Englanders, when 
the question came — 

‘ Mynheer travels, then, for Ids owm pleasure ? ’ 

‘ Why not ? * 

‘ Ah, mynlieor says wdiy not ; but wduai oiu; travels 
for pleasure, he must have so much money in liatid;’ 
and as he said this the siwaker ta])pcMl significantly the 
palm of one of his hands with the fingers of the (itlicr. 

Wliether it was that they voted such journcyings nn 
unwholesome extravagance, or that their ideas were all 
exhausted, the group said no moi'c ; and shortlj'' aftcr- 
wartls kicking off their stained and clumsy sabots, tliey 
retired, without any further process of undr('ssing, to 
thdr sleeping -lairs. Some crept into a loft, others 
into beds conbived as berths iu a ship, in recesses in 
the walls of the .kitchen, two into each ; and before I 
had finished my tea, a concert of snores was going on, 
where the bass certainly htul the best of it. 

I have often found that a ‘fatiguing* walk on a hot 
day takes aw'ay all relish for ordinary food : the appe- 
tite seems to demand some novelty— and it w'as with 
no small pleasure tliat I accepted the landlaily’s otli r 
to add a plate of framhooae (raspberries) to my repast 
their cool and agreeable flavour rendered them even 
more refreshing than the tea, * 

In the intervals of talkmg and eating I had taken a 
surrey of the apjurtment, as far as it was illuminated 
by the solitary candle: it was one that carried vou 
back a century or yvo. Tlie largo hearth projected 
several feet into the room, oycrlumg by a cunopy near 
the ceiling of tqual tliineusionvS ; and the top ami 
bock being lined wdtU glazed white, blue, and brOwti 
tiles, glistens as the light fell upon tbeni from tlie 
tiirt' fire, and presented a cjieerfnl aspect. A woedeii 
scre^h fixed at oAo side kept off .drauglits of ai^v^pd 
f(]fmed a snug corner for cold evenings. 
and hkcl been fabricated in the days when iMmlicr 

waa aheap, and strength w^as morei c^nsidert^^ 
elegance, They liad little to fear Ayith 

the uneven payed floor. A goodly array of bright 
pblished coOkiiig utensils hun^ the Walls, ami SA 
i|icks 0^^ store of ba0o]|^ and > salt provisionsj 

And of dried herAs* Although rude in 
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Mud coarsi in it6 accotra 

of.'p6yei:l;y";:''it iras 
of tho^'<^ghbourh06d',. and 
thrift th<^%paidM,'-.si^' 
The gi^at(!ai dis(^>iiift)fift^ me 
4t/ lWt-^was the dose oveipowering smdl of catrlo 
tlie whole place, and made you: l)OTig 
for an inspiration of air. ^oifi ihy seat I conm 
see into an adjoining apartment, similar, bpt *better in 
character, to the one Niescribed : this was to^be my 
, slac^^kamer, I req.uested td<diave tl^ windew left 
partly open all night, and immediatdy n look#of snsm- 
cion came over the ^Id woman’s^f^ as she answer^: 

* Keen, mynheer/ nedi ; best not Jo have the wiodow 
open ; tliieves trill come in.* t 

;>Bure)[y/ 1 replied, ‘ therO'are lio thieves In this little 
village?* 

‘Ah, but there were someRthievestat Meppel last 
week.* 

The landlady’s approliensions seemed so painfiil to 
her, that I ceased to press the question, and followed 
her ij^itp the room, where she aeenred me* I should find 
the ^ Sti^ciently i^spArable, and bade me goede. nackt 

In this room thdje were several wall-recesses, as in 
the other, but deaner and bgtter fitted up. A bed- 
stead at one comer, l^ehind a narrow screen extendhig 
a few feet from •the door, was intended for me; tlie 
sheets and coverlids, though coarse, were clean. Three 
wardrobes or presses stood against the walls, so richly 
dark and antique in appearance, and of such tasteful 
workmanship, that you at once knew the date to be 
assigned to their manufacture, probably about the time 
that the I’rincc of Orange fell benea th Gernart’s pistol- 
shot ; at all events when, instead of working by con- 
tract, artiticers interfust'd a portion of their own spirit 
into the produc^tions of their skill. The chairs, by 
the|f dimensions, had been dearly intended for the past 
generations, who wore the broad skirts at which we so 
often smile in prints of old costumes. Tlie projection 
of the larger articles of furniture produced • sundry 
picturesque effects of light and shade, relieved and 
diversified by the rows of polished pewter dislies ranged 
on racks against the wall alternately with dishes of 
rare old cliiha, that would liave gladdened the eyes of 
u virtuoso. There were rows of spoons also of shining 
solid pew'tcr, all hetokening resources of substantial 
comfort, and assisting to give efhjct to a picture which 
fully occupied my attention while undressing. 

The hostess, when she went out, had not closed the 
door; this I cared little about, as it a^rded some 
facility for circulation of air ; but her remark touching 
the tliieves made me take the precaution to place my 
watch and purse under the pillow, leaving such loose 
llorins as were in my pocket for any prowler who 
might think it worth while to pay me a visit^ that, 
‘’finding some b^ty, he might there cease his seaiuh for 
mure. I left the candle burning on the table, and soon 
after Wards the girl came in and wished me a goede 
as she carried it away.. 

Presently all became stilj hi the house, and as wea- 
riness softens the hardest bed» I was soon asleep, not- 
^withstanding the annoyance frotn\^taiu insects, which 
were 1 ^^ nor fieaa, that cagie crawling over 

me. Tlntd lmn thus in qui^ repose perhaps for two 
or thre^hohrs, when I was disturbed light Shini^^ 
in the room, and half-iuising my eyelids, I saw a tafl - 
figure clothed ;in white^ Holding a candle in its4iand, 
and gating st^My at me ftom behind the screciLat 
the ft»ot of tlie bed. fiat start up ur gy nut, Tor 

a Butlicicnt teaaen— 'X Was too drowsy., xhe^flguro 
ti 1 ^^ the mih agiidn becanie daSrk i I toned round, ^ 
slq)t souridlj^tow nmn^ v 

>X .was up soon':iifter#flvc, bSiiir desirous to rocom- 
ihe^ befote the heat came otv ^ 

so^roely^iiilll, found all my prooertMiUS t had left It. 


found all my propcrtwUi I had left It. 


The oWllpies looked not less imposii^ than In 


feintly-filumingted g some . hovirs prev^ ouslyT^nd 

X oould see in the' daylight several articles which had 
;th^ eiadLped my notice. Anf&ng them was the grooie 
hportly folio in black lettei^ and in good comli- 
iw. Qow many suffering hearts had found support 
and consolation in those ancient pages I When I went 
into the next room, the labourers had takdh their 
break^t, and gone to their work, and the old lady sat 
near the window mending stockings. She saluted mo 
xvd g^eshtapt, and what I w'ould 
taipe mr bre^ikfltat. I chose raspberries with milk and 
bre^ and highly enjoyed the fresh-gathered fruit that 
looked ^ tempting, coated with its early bloom. It 
Was the acce^ablc breakfast of any wliicli I ate 
in Holland. /Tlie hostess chatted on various topics : in 
one of my replies, I chanced to mention the large Bibler 
which X had seen in the other room — ‘ Ali,* she said, * it 
is the best of books : what should we do Avithout it?* 
I then told her tiiat a little Bible was part of t\ie con- 
I tents of my l^psack, 4ind on hearing this her nuimier 
at once changed ; the suspicion disax)r>carcd, and ihe 
bcnoA'olent demeanour resumed its yAiict. My request 
of the night before concerning the window had made 
her very anxious ; she had, it seemed, been led to regard 
mo as a suspicious charaetcT — as one likely to let in a 
confederate,. or to decamp myself surreptitiously. Prom 
this I at once understood it was she Avho, clad in 
white, and holding a candle, had come into my room 
during the night; perhajJS to see Avhether her guest 
were lying still, as* an honest traveller ouglit. We 
I became, hoAvever, v(;ry excellent friends, and 1 regretted 
! not having time to stay two or three days, to get a 
little farther insight into village life, and the imrsuiti 
and resources of its inbiibitants : i»ut that could ndt be. 
X was somev^at surprised on asking ‘ llc>e veel hetakn9* 
(How much to pay ?) at tlio cheaiaiess of my lodging 
and entertainment: tbo ehargo was only eighteen 
stivers. 1 handed a lloriii to the old Indy, w'ith an 
I intimation that tlie tivo slivers’ change might go to tho 
I maid for her alacrity ia xaspberry plucking, on which 
I she replied, ^ JMnk noor Aanr,’ with much empliasis. 
i Then bolding out her luyid, after assisting to place my 
knapsack in position, she bade me good-by, ivith many 
wishes for a prosperous journey. 

, It was a pleasant morning, with a bright sky and a 
I hot sun, and a feeling of exbilaration came over me as 
I left the close sickening smell of the Imuso fi^r the 
free and fteqli air outside. The aspect of the country 
was again different from that Avliich I had already 
traversed. Willows, so ])lentifiil in the staithern pro- 
vinces, are rare on the dry hcath-himl^ of the north, 
while small plantations, and.Avoods of lurch, beech, and 
oak, are frequently mot witli. At times tlie route led 
along narrow winding lanes, between tangled hedges 
and overhanging trees, ivlierc the shade and coolness 
made you feel the contrast the greater on emerging 
upon the unsheltered and unfenced fields. Before long, 
I came to anther village, whore the houses were built 
at random i^und a real village green, sueli as you 
may see m sj^ne parts of Berkshire or Hamiishire, with 
tall unihraoTO'is trees springing from the soft turf, and 
old folk k|ftngittg, andTchUdrcn playing in their shadoAV. 
The p<M^whioh visits the towns of Holland every day 
throuojlput tho year* comes tOiSuch villages as tiiis two 
or tii^ times a week, and thus Keeps up its commu- 
nicatious with tlie great social world around. In 
another particular thc‘y are well pro vi&ed for — tho 
means of instruction. Here at one end of the green 
stood the Bchooy^ouse, built of well ligUtetl, and 

id good condition, dqcidedly thb best buildinjj^ln the 
place. Indeed I do not remember to have a 
in Holland* . It was too early to 
see tile (Scholars tit thejr duties, but I looked in at the 
vrindofra, ami saw that theThtoihr^^ w^ perfectly clciin 
Olid ; fitted with d^^ and shelves, 

placed ready fo* pa© on tlie latter, 
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luid maps*hangin|^ on the 'sralls. Hoy I wlihea for a 
six months’ holiday, to be ^ble te linger at will among 
these out-of-tho-^orld Commumties* or wherever any- 
thing more particularly engaged my attention 1 BMe- 
thing to inform the mind or instruct the heart is to be 
given or received wherever there Ire human beings. 
Soon after passing the village, the road terminate sud- 
denly on a part of the wil d heath, where the - sand for 
nearly a mile on all sides lay bare; gleaming palely iii 
tlie sun, and no sign of a 'track visible in any d^aetioh. 
i’or a few minutes I stood completely at fault^ btf^ at 
last bent my steps towards some scattered tree? in th« 
distance. The deserts of Africa can h^dly be more 
dreary or trying to the wayfarer than that nfile of sand 
was to me. On reacliing the trees, I again found a lane 
leading through cultivated gi'ounds ; hbw a patch pf 
grass, then barley, or ■wheat, or potatoes, or buckwhei^ 
— the delicate blossoms of the latter scenting the whdilli \ 
atmosphere, and alive Avith ‘ imiumerable bees.* WliUe* ^ 
stancung still to listen to their labot^nspired hum, 1 
heard tlie cuckoo telling his cheerfm name to the 
iieiglihourhood, although past the middle of July, ^hen 
followed homely farms, standing a little off the road, 
the homestead surrounded hy rows of trees, somewhat 
after the fashion of Normandy ; and in one corner of 
the enclosure t he never-failing structure — four tall poles, 
erecte d in a parallelogram, witli a square tliatched roof 
fitted upon them, sloping down on each side from a 
central jjoint. The poles pass through the corners of 
tii’s roof, Avliicli thus can bo made to slide up and 
down, aeoorcling as the produce .stored beneath it is 
increased or diminished. Sucli a contrivance would 
perhai's he useful to small fiirmcrs in England, when 
straitojic?d for room in their barns. Now and then I 
caught glimpses of haynmkors working far off on a 
meadoAV patch, and more than once tlie signs of tillage 
disapiiearci I, and there was the liroad lilack heath under 
my feet, and stretcdiing uAvay to the horizon, here and 
there intersected by a serica of drains, cut smooth' and 
deep in the sandy soil, eijelosing some acres of the 
barren expanse — the preliminaries of cultivation. Then 
would come a mile or so of Avopdhind, with the thinnings 
uiid loppings of tlie trees cut into lengths, and piled iii 
stacks ready for the market, as I had seen bn the 
wharfs at llotterdani, where firewood sells at eleven 
cents the bundle. A party of. ■woodcutters, with their 
wives and cluldfon, were encamped at the entrance of 
a cross-road, di.sturbing the general stillness by the 
sound of their voices and implements. The men and 
Avomen w<j 4 o alike tall and stout — remarkable spcci- 
meus of the Avcll-developcd population of the province, 
and reminding you of the peasantry in Westmoreland. 
The stacks which they had set up Avore so long and 
liigli as to resemble a street with little alleys between, 
Avhere the children iilaycd wliilo their fathers chopped 
and sawed, and their motlicrs tied the bundles, or tedded 
the fire over which tlio round pot swung with tli© | 
breakfast. They called out a fricnijy * Good-day, 
mynheer,’ as I passed. v ' i 

As the day advanced, it bccamo op||reSriA»ely hot ; 
not a drop of drinkable water was anywliSte to be seen. 
I Avent to a cottage pear the rviSi to ast draught, 

Avhen a pitchorful was given to me tljat hke 

p^ comH), and was ^-^apid an^ uurefreshii^ The 
oct^ants of the cottage; told me that they ■wen^AA^ays 
^jbliged to strain it before drinking, to free it from tlie 
fibres of tuff held in suspension. These people, their 
<ihild, and their house, Avero positively dirty, and looked 
coinforiless: the pigs lay in one coricr of tlie kitchen, 
apd domestic Utensils stood about in apparently 
habit® disorder. ITiey, hoAvever, were kind injheir^ 
manner, and wished me to sit dowd for a time and 
rest. ’ , ■ v:;b' . . . ■ ‘ 

Besides these and the % scproelj’ met a 

soul during the walk, which lasted nearly four hours, 
by wliich time 1 ^le to the outsidrti of Omme^ 


\ went into the tavern %hat stood at .the extrmuSi^ of 
the long straight road leading through 
the colony, whe^ after hnlf-an-hmir’s rest, ten minutw* 
sleep, and a. Clip Of tea, 1 felt able to go and present 
myself to the dihbofor. ^ 

" ‘ 0 0 R C T T H Y S E L E !* 


SoMla ye^ ago, thejirtlvcd in the neighbourhood of 
Paris a*i^6tired railitiiry officer of high rank and large 
fortune.- Possessed of many Talusblo qualities-— brave, 
just, and honourt^le, there were two sad drawbacks to 
his character— *h* was violent-tempered and avaricious. 
He married a beautiful and gentle girl, whom he fondly 
Jbvedf but who, nevertheless, often sought her chamber, . 
Ipceping bitteiy at the liarsh and unjust reproaches 
‘Which her husband heaped on her when the merest trifle 
had excited his ungoArerned temper. Often, indeerl, 
she felt terrified lost his violence should be more than 
verbal; and* although his fits of rage were regularly 
followed by penitent apologies, she trembled at the 
thought that he might some day forget himself so far 
as to strike her. ^ 

It was very sad to see the happiness of a jmion 
formed under tlie iiost promising Auspices thus de- 
stroyed by brutal and unmeaning fits of rage, Avhich 
each day bc;camo more frequent. It required all tlio 
young Avife’s teiideniess and fidelity to sustain her 
beneath tho constant grief and terror Avhicli she felt. 
One day Avheii tlie husband, in the presence of several 
visitors, had given Avay to a more than usually out- 
rageous explosion of temper, he retired to his oavh 
apartment, whither he Avas folloAved by one of his 
friends — a true friend, Avho n:5ver shrank from adminis- 
tering a faithful reproof. Witliout regarding the o^^cer’s 
anger, the dyirjp embers of which still gloAved fiercely, 
this friend eaimc^stly and severely lectured liim for his 
unkind and unjust conduct. Tho culprit listened Avith 
a gloomy air, and then replied : ‘ Your reproaches are 
perfectly just : I condemn my OAvn conduct far more 
strongly thaa you can do, and I make many resolutions 
of amendment, but Avithout avail. My unhappy temper 
is too strong for me ; and constantly in a fcAv hours 
after the bitterest repentance, 1 find myself again 
breaking out. *Tis temble I* 

' It is, indeed, very tbrrible I * ^ ^ 

‘ I have need of a strong lesson, and I shall give my- 
self one.* So saying, ho took several turns up and doAAm 
tho room, pacing with a detennined step, his eyes bent 
on the grouud, and his lips firmly closed. Evidently 
some strong internal conflict Avas going on. Suddenly 
he stopped, opened a cansket which lay in his scrutoire, 
and took from it a bank-note of a thousand francs|| 
His friend watched him Avitli curiosity, not knowing 
what he was about to do. He twisted tho bauk-nbte, 
applied one end of it to a lighted taper, and then 
throwing it on thu hearthstone, watched until the 
curling flame had quite devoured the light and precious 
paper. \ 

His friend, amJz^id at an action which would seem 
strange for any^^ne, but especially for one whose par- 
simony was notorious, ran to him, aaid caught his arm# 

‘ Let me ajbnel * said the officer in a hoarse voioe^ 
‘Are you mad?* " 

' ^ .. ' 

Do yem kpow wlmt you haTO doniS ?’ ■ ■ 

‘I do WlbRve punished myself.’ Tlienwhen no trace 
of iniuamed, ftavea light dust, the hero, 

for so we may call him, added firmly : * I solemnly 
vow that, whenever I lose my temper, I will iu&t 
punishment cgi my love of moaUyJ 
. ‘ I U^lmir© your conduct, imd4|lp|sE^ of your sacri- 

’ WM Erom ti^t time 
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I ; the avarieionii«v^ tH© faults of the M*tem* 

■ ,per0a.'JltoSbanih .. 

ev^' appeaA^ before hU; own 

its sejil'iinposed penalty, 
ppeiied W t^sket, -And, 
agltatioii* took oM 
it. The e^pls^lph )jrait tdways fe 
crime : thete wAa a rogmlar^CM© ot 
penal ties, vaiyihg, according to* tho nature of. tlie 
odencci from 100 W 1061) * * • 

^ A few of these chastisenieii^iiad the happiesteffe^ 
on both the defective phases oi our li^ro’s d^racter. 
By degrees lie became not only mild and go(^ 
but genero.ua, and leody to dispense hla treasures in 
ways winch, if more agreeable to his^^euds, could 
however, bo esteemed more useful to hims^ tlioh tho 
notes wliich he bad bravely consilfned to the flainiM. 

■ — . ' ir'' 

THfi TEMPEST PBOOKOSTlOAtpU. 

That leocbes are sensitive iO the approach of ihander- 
stonns is well known. Cowp^ the poet gives an interest- 
leech which he kept as a ^barometer, in 
aietler to liSkdy Heaketh, Nov. 10, 1787:— Yesterday,' 
hesaya* .* it thundered, last ni|h^ it lightened, and at 
three this morning, I saw' the s^y red As a city in flames 
Could have made it. I have a leech in a bottle wh^ch 
foretells all these^ prodigies mid qpnvulsionH of nature. 
Not, asyou will naturally conjecture, by articulate utter- 
ance of oracular notices, but by a variety of gesticulations, 
which here 1 have not room to give an account of. Suffice 
to say, that no cliauge of weather surprises him, and that 
in point of early ami accurate iutelUgeiicc he is worth all 
tho barometers in the world. None of them all, indeed, 
can make the least pretence to foretell thunder — a species 
of capacity of which lie has given the most unequivocal 
evidence. I gave but sia pence for him.* I>r Merry- 
weather of W’hitby in Yorkshire has constructed what he 
callsta Tempest rrognosticator, with leeches for the basis 
of the plan. He arranges a frame ok twelve bottles, 
each containing a leech, and cacb having jui open tube 
at the top. From a piece of whalebone in the opetting 
of each bottle proceeds a brass chain, communicat^g 
with a bell hung in the top ofjthe apparatus. Aeodrd- 
ingly, when a tempest is approaching^ th§ lee^cs rise 
ill the bottlse, displace the whalebone, and cause the 
bell to ring, Hitherto, after a year's ckperieno^ it is 
found that no storm es<»pe8 imtice froiii the le^es. 
Br Merry weather has also satisfied himself that $1 is ilte 
electric state of the aynosphere, and not the becarVenoe 
of thunder within human hearing, which aflbiAS the 
leeclies. After this tb^ Snail Telegraph loeks ubt quite 
so outrageous aiv absurdity. ‘ v 

irfiw PZeilES. 

Professor Agassiz gives an a<*.count of two new 
fishes obtained by him at La^c Superior which he rc- 
*garcla as types of twp new genera. Xhe first is air entirely 
new type in the iflass of fishes. It is a email fish, five 
or six inches long, which In some respects resembles 
several families, but is most like the Percoids, though 
distinct from them. Fossil sp^es with . similar cha- 
racters are found in the c^eft^Ciii formation. This is 
t|ii 0 secundy Professors A gassis ''pks » , of the * old- 
iteion^ so to spenk^ <»»rrespondb^^^ 

strnctufe to a fossil species, whi4i has ^lecn ow iw 
this country. The other fish is the only Uving lessen 
tativeof a large family of xbssU s 
of Uicse two vipepies has tuidoubtedly reference to the 
fiict, that Axnerleasii the oldest extensive con^neiit Which 
*has been upheami' Above IhA level of the In Ngw 
iielland , two genera exist be^ing : ittnikh ^h^lons to 
older families— a fish and a shell^wlddll^imyso thew 
aiMtlogues amoi^g thaAodkic deposits.«^Pr(NX^;2^^ Nai* 
/ftsf. ■ ■■■ ■ ■ ^ 

■ ' fa-tes-bf ■ all tlio:^A^'isaiiViipb^''At^^^^ 


the vices and passions hy which theyJwere dklin^flffilied 
at the cbmmenAment. of their dccUne bear to those by 
which we' ace agitatedj leudf to the mehincholy con- 
clusiqn, that we are ’&st approaching, if wo have not 
already kttaiiied, the utmost liinit of our greatness ; and 
destined to precede the fall of the 
dlri^^^Brupire. During that period our population will 
r^niaiif stationary or i*eccde; our courage will, perhaps, 
abate; aur wealth w'ill certainly diiniuish ; our ascen- 
dant Will disappear; and at length the Queen of the 
WaAsftWitt Mnk into an eternal, though not forgotten 
sluidb^. It ie nioi^ likely t that these islands will 
Vver contain huttiait beings for whom sustenance cannot 
be CQutat%ed;''thot its fields will return, in the icvolulions 
of society, to their pristine desolation, and the forest 
resume ito, W dotnatn, ami savage animals regain 
theirloiig4o8t habitatioiTs; that afewtiahormen will spread 
their nets on 4he ruins of Plymouth, and the beaver con- 
struct his little dwelling under the arches of Waterloo 
Bridge; the towers of York arise in dark magnificence 
amid ah aged^orest, and the red deer sport in savage 
independence tho Athenian pillars of the Scottish 
metrjq>oliB.^/o/ntsfOH'* Eiujland as It Is. g. 


T H K V L 0 W E 11 S O F (i O I ). 

»V nKV. JtAMICB tilLBORN'e LYONS, 

* Consider the lilies of the Held.’ 

Tji! 2 welcome flowers are blossoming, 

In joyous troops reveal’d; 

They lift thijir dewy buds and bcllii 
In garden, mead, and field ; 

They lurk in every sunless path 
'Where forest children tread ; 

They dot, like stars, the sacn d turf 
Which lies above the dead. 

They sport with every playful wind 
That stirs the Moomnig trees, 

Add laugh on e’^ery fragrant busth, 

All full of foiling bees. 

From the green marge of lake and ctream, 
Fresh vale and iiiountain sod. 

They look in gentle glory forth — 

Tno pure sw’eet flowers of God. 

They come, with genial airs ntol skies, 
in summer's golden prime. 

And to the stricken world give back 
{jost Eden’s blissful clime. ^ 
Qulshhiiiig Solomon they come, 

And go fuil^ouu away. 

But yet, like him, they meekly breathe 
True wisdom while they Stay. 

* lf God,' they whisper, * smiles on uu 
And bids us bloom and rdnne, 
boes^le not mark, oh faithless man ! 

K.iAi wish and w'ant of thine I 
Tliiif, too, what joys await in Heaven 
blest of human birth, 

\VJRn-ruptuvih such os woos thee now, 

/can reach tho bad on earth T 

^Itodeoiner ol»a fallen r8cc I 
^ Most merciful of king.^ ! 

Thy hallowed words have clothed ^dth power 
Those frail and beauteous things. 

All taught l>y^Thoe, they yearly s|>cak 
Their vicssage of deep love, 

Bidding us fix, for life and death, « 

Our hearts arid hopes above. 


]h!diJieieA|ym&JUc^ ai^o 

w. s. ok»;, 

; U lu CrtAMSias, miabuvgh. 
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A GLANCE AT THE EXHIBITION. ■ 
Weeks* ago, through the ordinary diannels of infor- 
mation, our readers were made acquainted with all 
that was interesting in the opening of tlie Great 
bition;.aiid so many will have already feasted tneir 
eyes with the extraordinary spectacle which that Exhi- 
bition daily oflens, tliat^aiiytliing we can say on the 
subject will appear comiiiouplaoe and useless. And 
yet we should like, even at this distant perknl, to add 
a few observations to the general accounts of the atfair, 
and If » offer our congratulations on the auspicious event 
that has occurred. ^ 

Nothing lias ever struck us as mpre preposterous 
than to attempt to convey by language any adequate 
descripthm of the Crystal Palacjc. Every one who has 
seen it will have felt the impossibility of giving an 
atH‘ount of eiMu-V the fabric or its contents. The 
spaciousness of the interior, far transcending that 
of the greatest cathedral ; tVie prevalence of light, 
resembling that of the oi>cu, air, and an absence of 
Jill shadow ; the aerial effect produced by this light- 
ness, along with the delicate bhte tinting of the nume- 
rous slender supports ; the gorgeous assemblage of 
objects of art — snow-white statues, brilliantly -coloured 
tai)estrie8, golden vases, sparkling fountains, inscribed 
criinson flags, the sign-boards of nations— and lust, not 
least, the streaming, the loitering, the sitting and 
standing crowds of well-dressed i>eoplo flrotn all quar- 
ters of the glql>c — all are felt to be beyond the reach of 
words. Ill our estimation, the moral w^as grander than 
the physical part of the spectacle, ^hen the Queen, witli 
herdiusband and children, surrounded by the members 
of her court, inaugurated this festival of industry by bar 
presence. One felt that tills was not only a great but 
u new event in human annals. It seemed like the be- 
I ginning of a fresh era— an era of peace and good-will, 

I of progress and melioration. The last occasion in which 
we formed a unit in a national festival, wtQ at a com- 
inemomtive anniversary of the ^Trench K;jpublic in 
May 18|0. 7’Acn, we saw a cliief magistrate id the garb 
and accqutroincnts of a soldier, smrounded by^WRy 
of onb|hundred thousand rflen ; iiQic,*we saw a soy^eign 
ill tlieiti^cab^ form and dress of a female, take the^ad 
ill an imtioiial ceremony, unaided by the 

BymboJs ^foree-T-n^iug no army to make up a show. 
8fu;h thiit^ as these are tlic landatirks^f liistory. • 
No'v ^ a feW w’ords on the actu|^l latoniV/ue of the 
Hxhibitiou. The Crystal Falaoe is at a glance Jko 
consist of two distinct ports— that west, or left 

hand of the main' 

■ :her 


^ass of ob^cts is by itself. As Britain has onc- 
nS^ the house to hersdf, she accordingly has more 
space to shew off her productions than any other 
country. We should, therefore, in drawing compari- 
sons, judge tAiderly of what foreign states have to 
exhibit. Making every allowance on tliis score, it 
must Ik 3 apparent that England has nothing at all to 
be alarmed about on the score of general and free com- 
petition. Of course she comes out (||trong in steam- 
engines and machint% of every genus and species. 
That was to be expected ; but perhaps to the surprise, 
and, it may be, to the mortification of certain onlookers, 
she lias given unequivocal tokens of greatness in those 
objects in which elegance and taste are combined with 
utility : not that in various points she has come up to 
France or Italy f nevertheless, it is consolatory to see 
what she has done and ('.an do. 

Tm*iiing to the left, on entering by the southern 
liortal, we find ourselves in Canada and other coloifles. 
Ranged on the floor or long tables, or hung in cases, 
wc observed specimens of raw materials and manufac- 
tures. Aid what ‘latent possibilities of excellence !V 
We are sure every Englishman wull feel proud of these 
manifestatiom^; wliich indeed impart a new impression 
of our colonial strength. In cutlery, Nova Scotia seems 
to be becoming a match for Sheffield ; and from that 
posseaslon, as w'ell as from C^ada, there are pianos, 
furniture, and saddlery, equal to what are ordinarily 
seen in our 6wn coimtry. Comiiari ng these and sonie 
Other articles from the British American colonies with 
a siniUar class of things from the United States, it does 
not by any means seem they are so far beliind as it has 
been the fashion to represent them. The Australian 
colonies likewise shew a wonderful power bf productiou. 
The specimens of coakJioR, t'tojSilei*, leather, wool, flax, 
oil, and fine kinds or wood, are a tangible augury qf 
tlict prosperous career which, under proper management, 
they may yet rum W oods from V jui piemen^s Land 
and New ^al and may be expected to become a great 
arUele, not only for furnitifre but ^jmsical ins^ments. 
Cokrda^ of the Plmrnum from New Zealand, is 
shewn in abundanne ; and of pjjeserved beef and mutton, 
in cagisters, from Australia, there are some 

iTiittaTkable specimefliu W only refer to I 

tiflil ai^j^ial flowew ih shell-work, 
f^m the WasI IniHes. The handso^^^^^ 
must go lu^egoijhed. On. the whole, 
with oug effiq and give them 

ibr their industry and enterprise. # 

, Next, after the colonies, comes the flrediacval court, 
an enclosure devoted to a in carved 

decoration,, 
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tecture end it has been 

to srevltie* ^ joceiit I'nrtlier oh, iirgolniT yresi- 

hrarcl^ are vroolimk^ silica, and eoi- 

lons, Ijiaifnes of the ymted Kingtlom. 

'.^^awla ;■ .iGftaa^w ‘ sends 

Vaij^tf o^ Indoles; Moocleaheld £$ lioh in hsnffbgf ^ 

■ otw To go through the ataW of isnoUe^ 

;^Oths seems endless. We barely isstioO the 

tartans and tweeds fmih GalasMeis 
and just recommohi^era^ ihiends to take a yi°dly glance 
at the very beautifhl poptiissea^d cloths of Irisfai manu- 
facture. The zephyr friezes shewn by J^tdce piilloh in- J 
dicate what Ireland can do if she likes, and if she wolSd^ 
^y cease from pr($tless Station. Behind these dpdi 
booths runs a long space occnpief^ with a^cpulti^ 
implements, many of them more ingenious than uselhl 
in good husbandry. Highly -*^Ushed ploughs and 
wagons, made as if fbr drawing-rooms, pfUmot be spokf^ 
of with any degree of patience. Beayhig d^so, ho^- 
ey^, to the * agdcultural mind/ we mohnt to ikt galloiiy 
aboye* Here, at a p>int oyer the cloth stalU 
huge /{Htrkey carpets suspended like fla^ yre find our- 
selyuA land^ amidst a series of magnificent cases, 
.fiKTafied of polished mahogany and platergla^ and con- 
tamsg jewellery apd pUte to the val# of hundreds 
of tlmusands of pounds. Tlfie gorgeous magnificence 
of some of these c<Mtly articles particularly the des- 
sert aenrices and epersmos, g^ver one a profound notion 
of the wealth of England, and the pitch of luxury at 
which it has arrived. Nor is the taste for such things 
confined to the metropolis: Birmingham, Exeter, Bris- 
tol, Liverpool, Newcastle Dublin, Edinburgh, and other 
to:vns, strain for pre-eminence. The Dublin jewellery, 
embellished with pearls and otlier gems, copied from 
the antique ornaments of Tara, will be view<^ vdth no 
email interest hy the Irish arcbmologist. In wondering 
amidst tlieso gi'cves of gold and silver, as in visiting 
otlfer quarters where ftie of ornamentation hiis 
been at work, the rejection suggests itself that the 
decorative principle may be carried beyond reason^ 
able bounds. One can perhaps excuse a profusion of 
ornament in silver fancy articles for the table, but 
he will have less tolcratioii for bedsteads groaning 
under the weight of gold, ehamcl, enftjroid^, am 
tassels— beds which are clearly made to be looked at, 
iiot to be slept in. In one of the galleries, a bed- 
stead of this kind, by Faudel and Phillips, invites the 
observation of the curious* The cost of the 
are told, is upwards of fifteen hundred pounds— jS pro- 
di^qus misex|)enditure of money-^he only redcWlug 
X>oiht being that t]ie decorations embrace two pieces of 
needlev ork of extraordinary merit. Of several side- 
boards the same remark as to heavy and bverdone oma- 
nient may be made | and we would ohee for all t^ to 
put the fabricatQiw of articles use on i&eir 

guard against sacrificlflk rimpficiW and neatness to the 
qnsound spirit of extreme d^jo^tion which seemjt to 
beahrokgd. 

It is felt as a kind of relief to pass from the jewellery 
to the hqrological department, the plain and sub- 
stantial workmans}# of J^ish watches and clocks 
brifigs US . hack to ehe inte^tK^, pf the natic^l eha- 
raeter, ' Next to these are large varieties of firearms 
and rniitary equipments^ Ifk^se of matchless excel- 
lence, and good taste. A prod^ously lirge cxEgah^^^^l^ 
which an is bringing ferth# flood of hamfiimny^ 

fills up thewswtemextreuiity* Ibis monster instrument 
contains uqariy iMW pipes, some of tbepi as hfen as an 

■■ .ordinary . h|^i^:'il#Wu;'the. 

fc* telescqpes, sp«tades,^^^^t^ and m^c lap? 

wtructiop..i(bd#lf '.5Mm«&:the8o w©:.. 

..>and8«iie 

I, at a moderate pric% •fer riie peqplp/ | 



L^tly, in this section are a gre^ nmnbvr ortlands 
covered with 2^s^ and j)ottery.‘ lh iw) departments 
Of art has Englam made such remarkable progress 
within the last sixty ifoors as in glass and pm^ain ; 
iu^d Here^ therefiqfre» should make a critical 

inspoption* fie wi bei delighted with specimens of 
Nldd^S piboQSS pf omam^ting mirrors, by w^iich the 
eflhct <u flower-^painting is given beneath the borders of 
the glaaSi With the richly-cut decanters, dessert dishes, 
vauss, candem^^ Wfid other* articles. A cut-glass lustre 
of hilke^sire, adapted for holding twelve dozens of 
cdhdfos, opimssep trith its elaborate magnificence. 
Near this last-xnention^ object arc the porcelain wares 
of Minton, Copeland, and other potters of Stnfibrdshiri). 
0p^nd has two^^ T^^ of delicate workmanship, 
appamiching to the <Juality of foreign products of this 
ciassf but these wc less admire than the statuary of 
pure ]^rcekun after the best sculptors. Could tlii^ 
class m articles be sold at a moderate prii^, their dis- 
semination would materially extend a taste for the fine 
arts. Adtfomng hangs a large carpet of Berlin wool, 
ex^uted by one hundmi and fifty ladies of Great Bri- 
tai£— each doing a portion, and the whole sewed into 
one piece. This elegant carpet was presented to Her 
Mi^esty, and bears the initials of the fair executants. 
The pattern is floral and heraldic in design, but we arc 
not impressed with its elegance. The truth is, that 
among tlie carpets in the Exlvibftion, few are of that 
quiet character that proves most pleasing to the eye 
when laid on a floor^ We are sorry to say, that recent 
adaptations in the manufacture of carpets have been 
making matters wOrse instead of better. A good carpet, 
free of vulgarities, is still a desideratum. 

Descending to the ground-floor of tliis northern sidt', 
and starting at the northern extremity, m'c travel 
through one of the most important sections of the 
Exlribition. First, there is a large collection of car- 
riages, principally by metropolitan exhibitors. Among 
these, howbver, we mark nothing i^w except a earring; o 
fipom which the top lifts off; leaving the lower portion 
ml open caliche. ; and a Carriage witli a couch for iii- 
yalidir— this last an ingenious and useful invention. 
Among the (jarria^s*i8 an omnibus from Glasgow, 
very superior in point of lightness and spaciotisnosa to 
those confined machines now in use in Ia>ndoii. Tliis 
Glasgow omnibus accommodates nineteen passengc*r.s 
inside, with abundant yentUation. Adjoining the cur 
riage dep^meat is the largo section for machines, ut 
ri^t aud iif motion, any account of which would he 
quite kopless in this brief sketch : it can only be re- 
peated that here lies England’s greatness. •But .stepping 
aside to the kindrecL section of metallic ores and otlu r 
raw substances, weTiave a key to the success whi( 1 1 
has rewarded the enterprise of mechanics. Some of 
til© masses of materials are of vast dimensions. A 
Idock of coal, jfirom the mines of Hta vely in Derbysliirc, 
measures 17 feet fi inches long, d feet wide, and' 1 ilot 
thick, and was ndsecl from a sliaft 4ol) feet deep. An • 
other specinwn of coal is a block which measures 18 
feet in circ^ference, and weighs 5 tons. One won- 
ders how it^yot to the surface, and reachtd its present 
situation A safety, m Cairngorm stones, Easdalo slates, 
Caithness pavement, curling-stones from Ailsa Craig, 
and ayanit© from Aber^leen, are among the Scottish 


artiops in this depurtmont, :^ith which may be ranked 
a ll^e garden-8^t resembling black marble, but con- 
riftlng of polished parrot-coal fimm the Wemyss 
Collides iu Fife, and made^ as wc arc told, by a 
wtwkiiqy-mason^a most creditable work of art. Gf 
iitm and other®ores tliere are mkny specimens ; also 
masses of copper— one being of great sine fmA 
waU. sp^mens of lesa^^ associated mine- 

in Noithumb^riili^ will comniand 
'aiten|idns^ ;accoiuit of 

■■ A cake of 
;iheso lead- 


1 



orei^^lindnrelghik $6p^ otmces^ is sjiewn in one of 
the cases* The seXioxw wMdh follow in going eastward 
are those exhibiting nsahfuGaoti^ leather, wood, 
marbles, and paj^r, with scone other articles, including 
letterpress printing, bt>okbinding, waxwork, printing 
in oil-colours, drawing* engraying, aftd other arts. T^ 
visitor * will hero admire the inlaid stone - tablQp from 
Derbyshire, the obelisks of serpentine from Penzance, 
and the fine carved vases in yellowish stone from 
Malta. Behind the tastefUlly-laid-out stan^ of Pe la 
Bue & Company will be found entCOBced a* variety of 
specimens of binding— some plain and good, othertfraihen 
gaudy, and some overdone with ornament— not for 
human handling. The binding of one of tliese volumes, ' 
wo were informed, cost L.30. Perhaps the mfoprietor 
of this costly affair is of opinion with that anment Scot- 
tish member of the craft who declared, that * onybodw 
could vrite a bcuk, but the bindin’ was tba thing 1^ ^ 

But we must leave the quarter of literature and 
fine atts, where oiie could spend days in adnilring, had 
will merely recall to remembrance those exquisite Uttle 
figures in wasc^ illustrative of Mexican town and savage 
life, modellea by . Montanari, an artist resideift in 
London. The last department in line, ^before crossing 
the transept to the foreign section, is that devoted to 
India, from the rudest to the richest products, with 
models of sundry processes of hand-labour. Much care 
has boon bestowed in presenting as com^dete a collection 
as possible of Indian manufactures ; and we seeia many 
of tlicse the germ, as it were, those arts which, 
the aid of capital and machinery, have attained such 
ma^ltudc in modem Europe. The rude and tiny 
apparatus for weaving which dangles from the boughs 
of a trerv will be compared with the power-loom of 
recent invi Ution. The process of two women grinding 
at tlie will not only recall a passage in Scripture, 
but mark tlu- vast stride which has been made in the 
Indus trial art^*. 

Here, on arriviu^ at the lofty transept, with its mur- 
umring fountain^ its gay pitf terres of flowers, its leafy 
green trees, iind its snow-white iqarble statues, we cross j 
to the eastern section, occupied by tli© stands of foreign - 
natimiR, At a glance, wo obscHe that we are amidst a 
new style of things. Visitors wlio have carefully noted 
the peculiarities of the foreign products, will recollect 
tijp ri( h embroideries in gold from Tuni% the tasteftil 
combinations of which transcend anything that could be 
cirected by Eurojjean art ; but Tunis, as is well known, 
is renowned for tins species of work, and e^^utes ordets 
for all parts of the East. An embroidered velvet saddle- 
cloth, shewif among the articles from Indio, is probably 
from Tunis. Turkc'y, China, (^oece, send also some 
articles of a highly-fancifuV kind ; out the visitor is more 
occupied wiUi the artistic prodimts of ^pain, Tuscany, 
and Borne. From these countries have been sentk va- 
riety of tables in mosaic, formed only by years of labour* 
rusesny may be said to bear off the palm in this class of 
artides t but let us be just towards Bon^ which sends 
a roiwd taHq of mosaic, tlie work of Jfivrberi, which 
the lab^ of sik years, and is valued at L.1600— 
('tep, it may be, at &e money; but who is to buy 
ehiechlai sucli prices ? France, a# is her right* occupies 
ccaisiilmhle space Her jewellery, 

curpets, paper-hangings^ and brbUzes, are of course 
very ^ * in edWnets, and cifthsr articles f^do- 
mes^i she th© day against BnfTand. 

A boi^cskse in ebcmir arid bronsse, and a sfclehoard in 
carved oeh, which flank the entrance to the depart- 
and Qobeilns tapestrjv are^ w® 
should <3|iuk, the herfoction of art*Ulie vases and 
JtjRsr Htnud jKwrceltMn front Sevres, and also the tapes- 

but b«ng 

^Sde by puhllfi not as 4| lv^tter of ordinary 

■ he- 

entev- 

, pww*. 




likewte, are from natTonal factories* *and *dpUbtlbs$ < 
by the hands of imported French artisans*. Austria 
contributes many beautiful Und useful articles from her 
' Germau and JtdUadn domiuions ; and we need only recall , 
rii^lpaoibus sUitie bf^riUc^y apartments, at the entrance 

which stands candelabra of coloured 

glass from BohomMfc 

BetgAm makes a/nost manft4 exhlHtiqin of elegant 
furhituse, ^cutlery, machinery and well-selected 
miscell^etus goods. At ex rfy turn* however, we see 
that France presents taste in the a laying 

out hei^warocs Th© French stands of wood and glass 
may be less costly than the English, but they excel in 
general effect, i^other thing will not pass unheeded; 
frw of the Englitn stands have any attendants ; all the 
French ones axe waitqd on by natives, jEnostly females. 

precisely as we see them within the shop-win- 
Wws of Faris^are seated the patient wives of ‘mes- 
^i^'’trs les exp^ants,’ busy with their knitting needles 
or newspaper, ready to answer questions, and to hand 
a neatly-printed card the visitor ; while messieurs 
themselves, iuxx>rding to immemorial usage, lounge 
about in twos and threes, in the performance bf no 
small quantity of work by liead, tongue, and shoulders. 
As might have been ejmected, the United States come 
out much stronger in. bread stuffs ^ud other raw mate- 
rials than in manufactures. They contribute only three 
kinds of articles worth noticing — Colt’s revolvers, a 
deadly species of pistol ; carriage harness ; and ladies* 
dress-shoes. (Inc set of harness, with mountings in 
solid silver, from Philadelphia, is said to have cost 
3200 dollars — a great waste of money. On the whole, 
the United States come out feebly in the arts, and 
occupy about double the space which they require. 
The marvellously fine statue, in pure white marble, of 
a Greek female slave, by Hiram Power, is the onl.v 
redeeming feature in the American department ; apd it 
is contributed by a resident in London, 

Such is a mere glance at this extraordinary collec- 
tion of industrial products, the individual curiosities of 
which would require a lengthened report. It may be 
safely averred that, taken as a whole, the Exhibition 
goes consideigibly beyond the expectations formed of it. 
Always practical and looking to the main chance, 
Englishmen have asked wliat is to be the use of it all 
— is it to do any'good to trade? Now, it occurs to us 
that if tlie thing be gratifying in itself, and have a 
tendency to improve mechanical knowledge and artistic 
taste, a sufficiently important object will be served ; 
but surely the hriuging together of people from all 
quarters of the world on a mission of juutual friend- 
ship, each shewing to his neighbour what he can do in 
the arts of peace, is wbrth all the trouble and expense 
that have been incurred. There are, it is to be regretted, 
parties who imagine that E^jnd can maintain lier 
auproraacy only byi*T^^S nSrself to herself— a doc-* 
trine, totally oppos^ to those generous feelings which 
distinguish lier people ; and it may fte asked, such 
generosity not been rewarded in a manner beyond pre- 
cedent in ancient or modern times? For centuries 
have mankind beerv call&tb perform the Christian 
duty of loving onswiiOtherv Well here, in a common- 
sense, business-like thing is exemplified. 

>\1|o grudges thfe Frohchffian the exliibition of liis 
eleg^t^ little articles?— ^hd is afraid that the foreigner 
fruiht distant lands, who is permitted to shew his handi- 
craft jnt^ chosen shrine df industry, wijl rob us of 
jOUt daily wiUvall such bi^tries ; 

Uiii%ort% the V are of the soil which giv^s ^enii^Tth ! 

V To tvholvc# may belong the merit of sug^stiag this 
i^ovel Sbngress of universal, art and indnst^i there caii 
bo but ohe opinion as to whose intodity we are in- 
^^bted to its achievement. W© A to Mr Pax- 
ton’s hagpily-coneeived idea of and 

iron, wiJhoutoduch, in our no KxhL 

bitiom at in 1851, epuld havo taken place ; for the 
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legislation on tliem^th^g^ Jf nU^b, 

noV to si^iilic other blunders in tlxe 'palace- which some few hore— said igothing to him, There ap- 
Mildiog lihe» kAves Wo reasonable doubt on the Mnd, pearod to b^ something supernatural in the discovery, 


be a hhmilmtlng and expensive botch. To Josejm and.the stone above the treasure, tie did 

X^sWtOn, therefore, be ascribed the glory ^ this^arveK not aite^ it to Ids own dwelling, dor did 

Ibus achievement! Now that th^ thing is doTic, the he breathe a word of his di/scovery even to liis wife ; 
wonder will of coursn^^e ; but it is not uhihstructive but that hour he became an altered man. 

Ip recall tlie pedantiefeaK^ ^,^hp wise and pauderit with The love of gold is an absorbing passion, especially 
the actnal result. The fabn?wte to be shaken Mom when mus emb^^ and materialised. He lived only 
by the wind ; its galleries were to be incftpablptOf su^ hesideJiiB tfoasure ; tliithcr he bent his steps daily, nor 
porting the pressure ^ a moving crowd ; its finite rcS left it till tlid gloom of evening hid the object of his 
was to be battered in by hailstones. Jlie whole of these id(datry item his eager gaze. His hunter’s craft was 
distressing apprehensions have prov5> to be visionary ; neglectedi his family pined for food; he himself grew 


UlHireSBlUg IlIttpXCllvJJiSlUUS XIUVU liruvcu IVI UV VABAMIIKUJ , . . «uo piUVM 

and are gW of it, if only to gi ve a dieck to croak- gaunt and tliin, anxious and suspicious ; ever dreading 
ing. The happy effect of Mr Owen JohesV colotnlDg that his secret might be discovered; restless and miser- 
and general embellishment— initch opposed at the but- able except men beside his wealth, Where want, and 
set^form an additional subject of gratulation. In hunger, and the sad, suffering faces of those lys had 
haiiifing carried out tlie whole affair to a practical issue, once loved, were all forgotten. Only wlien the gather- 
tlfo^^ui epmmissipners deserve the most eminent ing darkness drove him ffora his hoard did he think 
commendation. Tlfo Crystal Palace one of the of lining liis fowlingpicce, and scanty tw^as the pro- 
foiiltti^t tr of skill-^a thing for mankind to ho vision thus obtained. In order fully and perfectly to 

jttxfod bf*--a temple of art woiihy of a gr<iat soverei^ contemplate his gold, it was necessary for him to 
aiid a great people ! ^ stretch liimself at full length liefore the entrance to 

■■ ■ ■■ \ ' A • ' • ■ the little hollow ; his head and shoulders to the waist 

r* T A w G tt rSki u t? c being tlius within the cave, immediately over the vase, 

UUiiti VV UKCmi^ I'ii.ltfe. his body and logs outside. The cliff aliove the opening 

It is curious to look back oii the fatal and universal was ndhriy perpendicular, and had been inucli split and 
prevalence of Gold Worship recorded in the history of shaken by the frosts* since an avalanche had deprived 
our race, from the period when Midas became its victim, it of its orowm of gnow ; but of this dajigcr lie was 
«Dd the boy chawd tlie rainbow to And the pot of heedless or ^conscious. One moriiiiiK wliilst lyin? 
treasure at Us foot, to the day. when the alchemist ^ 


offered Ids all a bunit-sacrilice on the altar ; until wc 


of the did coins, a i>urtion of the rock detached itself 
slowly, and falling on his waist, pinned him to tlie 


roach the present time, when, ttUhoiigh the manner of gartli, without how^ever crushing or greatly^injuring 
its worship has changed, the old idolatry remains in jijin. |io uttered a loud cry, and made desperate cxer- 
spirit the same. One or tw-o anecdotes illustrative lions to raise it and free himself, but in vain; a force 
of the passion for goUP worship may not prove un- beyond liis strength to resist had fixed him to the spot 
interesting. of his unhallowed and insane devotion. Imagination 

’ The hero of our first story— a chamois hunter of the can scarcely conceive* a more fearful death than the 
Swiss Alps — was for many years of his existence slow lingcriug one of bwjily torture and starvation that 
an absolute stranger to tbe iwery sight pf gold. He must have foUowcd. He was of course sought for as 
dw'elt in a mountain cliqkt, In tlie peaccAil content- sdon a^ missed ; but the siKit was unknown even to the 
luent and ignorant simpUcity of former ages i— lord most practised hunters, and it w'as more than a week 
of Ids own freedom, with nature for his domain, mtff before the body vras (liscovertnl. Tlie surprise and 
the fleet Alpine creatures for his subjects. By |mnie horror of his family may be imagined. They liad never 
unfortimate chance, however, he moved frorh this been able to comprehend his altered conduct and m^^stc- 
dw'clUng of his youth to the lower station, and tO rious disappearances: all was explained, however, when 
the bide of a pass f?e<iuentcid by travellCTs, towaijs the huge stone ifoiug removed, he was fougd — perliaps 
whom he was frecjiuently cajle<i on to exercise hospi- .from liis |>ositk>n involuntarily — clutching in his dead 
tality. His services, and the shelter ho afforded, were fingers the fatal gold. A 

ucca-sioually rewarded with g<dd, wliicl I, tliOugh (if little We relate this incident on the authority of a Swiss 
act ual use or value to him as a circulating medium, lady who liad seen cave, and who assured us that the 
gradually exemised jj^^tran^ fosdnation over his simple niountaincers avoid the spot with superstitious 


•senses. He hoarded ins gaim^a^na^h the dotmg fohd- hbrior. To them there must have appeared to be some 
HOBS of the mism j lie looked on them with more slrange magic in the hidden trt^asure ; and so to the 
ploasnrc4han on Hie faces of Ids children ; and listened calmest judgfi^nt It w^ould seem, when in the ordinary 
to their chink witli a satiE^thctlpn no tone of house- course of life we behold, not only the fearfril and painful 
hold love or sweet Alpine could cair forth, sacrifices made tbx^ the attmnmcmt of golA but 

Jt chanced one day that pur hunter, in the pursuit paid, the homage offered to its pbssessors by those who 
of his oriJinary avifoati^^ a tiny cavern have no hope of gaiifing anytldng by their reverence 

hitherto unknown to Idm. I{e determined to snatch for the mere name of wealth. 

Ids hasty hoontidc meal beneath it# shelter ; and In To como nearer home, oui^ village at one time re- 
oider to enter it, jxilled awtiy a TWock ^f Bt<^^hioli joic^in a wld wdrshipper, whose history is wortli 
obstructed the mouth of the fissure; To his reeling. While still young, and taking our daily walk 

incut, Us Ids gaze a dsep j^, wBh nurse, wo observ^ an old man working at 

width a vase of qft^sld^hle size was buried, fiejpe-! Ihorepairs e# some ndsprably dismantled houses. He 
moved the lid, atp^ theTA add bright, p if riley tra\ a tall, gaunt personage, painfully meagre, and 
were coins of Jiiipdaj^ filittexfid bsfolh vto ^gwl. His protriidcd distresriuijly, 

multitude iff nfo^s,;nringl^ shinMk smd foof tliln elboWs |ookOd so sharp, iMlt one 
- -riiOir" Way. tlirough 

; ,.v:before Jfc,v ^ 'fonger ■':eovered' ■ihem. We 

i ' no #|lk:'':ehl|l|ilk(a: ■sympafi^:;::, tkwedoni 

divide to 

?! ^hiding- place, -of 


labourcci. Sometl||[ie8 a little boy, a fair delicate child, grew ;^t infancy, and ehc found that her hbBbahd*ft 
was with himi adBistingJnethe work as far as hU age avarice w&uld detty th^^^ even the advanfa^s she had 
allowed; and with this young creature wl grew inti- enjoyed m a ^opr cottage child. They received no 
mate, and were at length led by him to the old manV edaaatitm biiPt shch^s she could glv^ them ; nay, were 
home. It was a very large, old-fashioned farmhouse, made tci toil at the; Ip drudgery in return for the 
but so^ much out of repair that ohly three or four shanty foo^ iind cloth{ng their father bestowed. She 
rooms were habitable. These, however, were kept in tejig|^JIiieiu to read and vrrite ; ‘and afterwards Bichard, 
exquisite order by the , wife, who was a very pretty, the; mfor, became 4iis Own instructor. There were 
sad-looking woman, many years younger thonlie^hus- manyfold books to be femndji^^ and of 

band. By her cai*e the antique furniture, whian must tHoi % he nfade liimsel^iatortT The villagers^ who had 
have counted its century at least, was preserved bnghtlv a few volulnes, were willing to lend thein to - such a 
polished; the floors were so cleans tha{ the lack m 'stcvorll^; and at length, as we have said, his genius 
carpeting was scarcely perceptible V and the luxuriant for painting developed itself, and Vas ministered to by 
jessamine she had trained round the windows ivas a his mover’s imi^try. We reynember seeing his flrSt 
charming substitute for curtains. There was one pecu- attempt at original composition It was boldly con- 
Ikrity about the dwelling, of a striking kind when it# i^ived and well executed, considering the difficulties I 
apparent poverty and the character of i^a :^wncr we|S liileir which he laboured: the subject was Bheeton ' 

1 , 1 — j. 11 . 1 i-. tlie cliariot of*the sun. It was shewn to the 

krgyman of the village, a man of great taste, and a 


considered ; it contained a music-room ! in which waiti 
a tolorably large church-organ, made and used hy the 


miser himself. To the debasing and usually absorbing connoisseur in painting. He was so much pleased with ! 
passion which governed him, he united a wonderful it that he became the warm friend of the young artist, 
taste and gelWus for music, to gratify which hi had and, as far ns circumstances permitted, his instructor 
constructed himself the iustrutnent we have named, on in literature and painting. The younger brother m- 
which we have heard him perform in a style of touch- hcrited his father’s taste for music, and was a quiet, 
ing, and at times sublime, expression, the c(»rhposition8 thoughtful child, passionately attached to iliehard, on 
of Purcell, Pergolesi, Handel, &c. We have always whom he looked ns a prodigy of Icyirning and talent, 
thought this love of harmony in a miser a more sin^- Nothing, in fact, cou/ll be more touching than the attach- j 
lar and inconsistent characteristic tlian the avarice of ment of these two brothers : at their leisure hours they 1 
Perugino or llembrandt, since in their castTthe art they were alwayfe to Ik^ seen together : their pleasures or 
practised fed their reigning paSsidn for gold ; neverthe- sorrows 'were mutual. The privations, injustice, and 
less so it M'ns — old Mr Moncktonau^ould go without a restraint to which they were subjected appeared to 
ntoal, see liis wife and family want common necessaries, bind them to each other with a love ‘ passing the love 
with i)lcnty of money at his command, and yet solace of woman ;* and both found consolation in tlic mental 
himself by pirformanccs on the organ, which frequently gifts mercifully imparted to them, 
went far into the night, startling the passing stninger Alxmt four years after we first became acquainted 
by bursts of solemn midnight melo<ly ; for he never with the Moncktons, the fair, gentle child, then new ly 
! played till the faded daylight rendered it impossible for fourteen, became ill; growing tliin, pale, and weak, till 
j liim to work at the various little jobs by which he ins mother and Kichard, in great alarm, besought old 


addeii to his lioards. 


j Monckton to let him have medical advice. The request 


, He had two sons: the javtty child we first knew, produced a storm of passionate reproaches. ‘The boy,* 
j and an elder one, a slim, delicate youth, who was he said, ‘ w^s w(‘ll enough. He ate ns much as was 
I by nature an artist. His lather’s parsimony ren- good for him. Hid they think pooi)le could not live 
j derod it, however, a difficult matter for him to procure without gorinandising as they did? Hid they imagine 
j mutorials for the exercise of his art, which was wholly ho should throw away his little means upon doctors, 

I! self-taught; and it was wonderftil to witness the who were all a set of cheats? He should do nothing 
ij effect ho could produce from a bU of common lahip- of the kindl * And poor Ernest was left to l)ine arnk 
; black, or an ordinary dniwing-iiencll. Ills genius at wither, till Hichard in despair sought out a physician, 

! last found aid iu the loving heart of his# mother, who and telling him their story, besought him to come and 
i secretly and at night — often wliilst her strange hiis- see his brother, promising to rci>ay the advice he asked 
; hand filled Hhe house with solemn innsic — ^^’orked at by his future toil. 

I her nee<lle to procure the means of purchasing paints. Dr was a kind-hearted, bone\^)lent man. He 

i cunvaa, brushes, &c. for her bdj^; toiling secretly, for at once complied with the youth’s entreaty, and called 
j if she had permitted the father to know that she pps- at an hour when the old man wius absent at the farm. 

' I sessed even a few shillings, he would have found his patient worse tlian the brothers rciiort 

1 them from her. It was all she could do to help the had led him to belpve. ^ he illness was declinef 
! young painter in his eager self-tcacliing ; for she pos- caused probably liy^ant of sufficidtitly nourishing fpod 
I sessed no other knowledge than that acquired at a at a ^rioti of rapid growth, and inc^is^ed li^^tli* ovor- 
I 'i village school during her cliildhooil. Her own fate had working of a mind that was ever (having after know- 
!' been a very sad one. Slie was a labourcr’s daughter, ledj^. He prescribed such remedies as he judged best; 
i iMitrothed fVom early girlhood to a sailor, who was her but infornied the mother, At the same time, that strength- 
cousin ; but duripg one of his vog^t^s— the last he was ening food was imtJortance, and w'ould be 

to make before th^r man1age----her beauty attracted the l^t means to effect a ciue. Alas ! how was it to ' 
theadndratlon efftoe rich HrM^ and he offered l)e obtained? The heah of the miser was impenetrable I 

to makie her his wife* <rhe poor would fain have to thrir remonstrances and entreaties — wliat was life in 
refhsed him, And kept her promise to her absen®^ his eyes compared with gold ? When they found that 
but her Ikmlly were flattered darned by the idea no huroan sympathy could he expected from tlie father, 
of her wedding a man kiiowh to be ao wealthy, and she the toother and brother determine to use Uieir own 
was not proof against their ent^aties and their anger, cieryons to obey the behest of tl((||phy8icifm* Early 
IBhe married hini; her r^tives, however, dcriv<« no and late^thtr former worked at her needle^the good 
hsneflijioto the match tttolr totfislmess had made. dottOn finding her as much employintoit as he could ; 
The^mS^rif doo^ weto closed i|i|^st theth ; and^lesr whilst l(lchard,nbancloniiig the Study mhis ari^ 

Ms wito sltotdd ho tempted to asjist their poverty at valentines, caid^rocks, and for the sta- 

Ids ekpohs^lto lM^ tioners, told souglit eageriy 

hem poof Iha^ hoto* wintohi^ shilhngtolto 

■■ ■ was' all too- 

■ ^drenv ^ ' ■■ 
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etpriiw wip* aucc^stuiijr strug^uafp w%m ma ^id to Mie lire ot his tait yftung son ; hut irom that 

doaUt; but jdOoa^onal brightening .wem always time he never touched the organ^the spirit of music 
fihoceededi W % more entire piustfation and ^|dbr. appeared to have died with Ernest ; and he often visiblv 
Itie pefimonm Wuty^ for which Ernest hod alwaya ahrinh from meeting the silent reproach of llicharde 
remarli^le, grew almdst superhuman during his ill* eyes. Jllie nMghbours also tiiunned him ; tlx}y had 
ness, and Richard could not resist stealing a Ur^ loved poor Ernest, and the conduct of his fiitlicr towards 
from his busy iahouT B to paint his brotiier’s portrait him — tho^fact of his refusing to pay tho physician who 
Bi the execution orftBb|1 ^sk o f loVe, howgver,<many had attended him, ^ because hd never scut for him’-^and 
hlnderances occurred; and^Xfifthip it was more than a themeftn, pauper-liho fimeral which he had grudgingly 
sketch, tho dear original had passed aigay frqm them i bestoiAd oh me dead — revolted and disgusted them, 
in one of those qui^ tieeps whirit in such eases, ai^ A mean Amoral yas one of the offences tho people of 

the usu^ harbingers of death, painting was K never fbrgave ! Tho old man probably detected 

removed to Rkdia^’s chamber, and is the first agony sometliing of th& frelings in tlieir manners, for he gra^ 
of his grief, forgotten; but when jSmest had been com^ duafiv gave up his ordinary work about the village^-* 
mitted to the grave, and iifr had assumed its Usual that is, tlie keeping in ropMr sucli cottages as belonged 
monotony — more gloomy now ^han ever — ^lio remem^ to him — and licinained muclrwithin doors. This change 
b^ed his attempt, and resolved on finishing the likeness of habits and want of exercise told fr tally on threescore 
from memory. An easy task 1 for nightly, in his slum* and ten, and probably hastened liis death, which took 
bers, he saw the fair, sweet free of his young brother, place two years after his son’s. Ho died without a will, i 


Thh second morning aifter he had resumed feis pencil, he but left very considerable property. It^was Bupjwscd 
was startled at finding that the painting appeannl to be he di^ intestate, either because ho grudgeil the expense 


in a more odvmiced smte than he had left it the xiight of making a will, or because he could not ciulure the 
befrre; but hefrncied imagination must be juggling thought of parting from the gold wlilch hud had the 
liim, and that he really liad doffc moro tlian he remem- worship and the service of his life, liichard, on his 
bered. Tho following day, howej^er, the same pheno- return, rcpalTed tlie old fannhouse, and restored it to 
mcnon startled him, and he mentioned tho circumstance something like comfort. Ho proved liberal, but not 
to his mother. She was suiierstitious, and nervous (as is •frequently the case in such instances) lavish, 
firom sorrow and n gret ; and she at once adopted tho TOe only piece of w^ravagaiu'e of which he w as c\ t r 
fancilulnotionthatthere was something supernatural in accused — and it was tho village stone-mason who 
the matter; sugj^sting tho possibility of their dear blamed him for that— being the procuring an elegant 
Ernest’s gentle spirit having thus cudeavoiiicd to shew marble monument from Italy, the work of a firstrate 
them, that in another world ho still thouglu of them sculptor, to place over tho grave of his beloved brother 


and loved them. liichard combated tho idea by every 
argmnent hih reason offered him ; but as he was con- I 


The figures bn it were— ^ admirable likeness of Er- 
nest, taken from the somnambulist’s picture, aud o 


vim‘cd of the fact, and could gi>e no satisfactoiy angt^c beings in the act of presenting Die risen spii it 
exphSiatiun of it, ho was at last persuaded by her ear- with the palms and trowu of victory gained over sor- 
nest cntrQMties to leave tho picture untouched for two row, suffering, and death. The inscription on tho tomb 
or three days, and see what consequences would fol- had an awful and touching meaning to those who know 
low. Tho painting progressed I daily, or rather tho story of the brothers’ life ; and w e know not how 
nightly, it advanced towards completion. l'>ery mom- w^u can better conclude our bkt tcdics of the insane folly 
ing a stronger Ukoness of the l^ad smiled cgi them from of gold worsliip, than 6y fimshmg them with those 
the canvas, and a more akilftil hand than the young solenm words — ^Iny up for yourbelves treasuro m 
painter’s appeared to be engaged on the woik. It w^us heaven.* 

a marvel past their simple comprehension ; but the : ! 

mother, confirmed in her first belief, resolved to watch, TTonjAXT rrAxnwnuAr'rrc 

and try if it might bo permitted to her Uviug eyes to l£i ui an liANVlLUAH lb. 


gaze again upon the child whom tlie grave had shut Tub contrast between the civilisation of the East, and 
from her eight. With this hope she concealed herself, that of the moro advanced states of Westjjrn Europe, 

withniit. IrmiVrlMliro. in I&vcrn plnfioh in liia i ^1... i i . 


without Richar^’B knowledBo, ui a large closet in his i* Aewn in nothing more markedly than by the dit- 
bedroom-placing the dwr lyar that sEe ought sec 4U fe^^nt modes in which tEo most ordinary lumdicrafts 

durstiou; .uddenly her sleeping son row from hU T 

couch, lighted his canfile. approached his easel, aud much on the |»eirfection of the abstract 

l&egan lo woik at tllfeiwrtraitfSJI?!^ amazed, and •cieuces, on poetry, music, or painting, as on tlic extent 
half angry at the^>ception she beueved he liad prac- perfretion of those simple arts which minister to 
tisod On iier, llfr/Monckton issued from her hitUug- tb^ daily wants and comforts of lifr. Wliatever appa- 
placo and spoke to him. He made her no answer; she rent progress may have been made without a corre- 
Btood before him— he ww her Jioi; he Ivas hist ^leep! eponding improvement in these arts, has been fleeting 

buUst had achieved a work of art that surpassed all tiie ^ frhving little but a name 
efforts of his waking hours. • ® wortiko race way have risen to a pitch of fictitious 

The stosy of the sleep* pointing goP abroad; and by appropriating the industry of others; 

reached the eatf nf a geutiemon (ff large fortune, who hut m da frr a« they did so without improving the 
resided in thh nafgbhOurtiobA He called on the 3 muiig industrial arts, tiiay mutely tnmsfrrred Ao their own 
artist j was pleaWjAwW his ufrnnmiB ,* and propose use a largw share of the <xmymon stock, aud could only 
comps^on advsiiGa themariges fly dagradbg others. I do not 

* new euWTsttoo of seimoe todtfw flimj«ts.is 

U, hirtlClS npw ahii^state of olTiUsaWpKhat 1 

•I^SS3p*lhe oiTer was tsuteriv sml tiumkAmv thoso^Wtho riso^ not fEe cansoS) of o Uhotid supply I 




was oageHy and thanl 


was o% too lEaiimafa*he EiMn l&oin this jMint of view, a oo>|oip«tl|on between 

of supporting him. lni!ee^ <he mitor fhe Sn^iE Ea»dkr«<Uk|«a wed those of SandoDSttn is 
fQftmwmt ciuinged siucL' Ktnest’s death j not that 1 cttpilde OtSVEw teto ationf *eU«f tasny of those 
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inborn peculiaritie| which distinguish tlicir respective 


races. ' » , | 

During a residence of soiue years in a p^t' of India 
little frequented by Europeans, I had, Aom my practice 
as an engineer, ample opportunities of studying the 
essential cliaracter of Oriental handicraft, and jgropose 
giving the reader a short sketch of my experience in 
this interesting department. The first, and, in the 
eyes of an Englislunan, the most ofieusive peouR^tity 
of the Indian workman, is his habit of always sqjliatting 
while at work. Blacksmiths, carpenters, masons^ 
all work with their knees nearly on a level with their 
chin ; tlie left hand — when not Used as the kangaroo 
uses his tail, to form a tripod — grasps the left knee, and 
binds the trunk to the doubled limbs. Tlie whole 
posture is so suggestive of indolence and inefliciency^l 


that an Englishman — particularly if hca stand in thMilierysecondaJUr place m the estimation of the Oriental; 


relationship of paymaster und employer — requires great 
self-cdhtrol to look at it with any degree of patience. 

On my first arrival in the country, having to superin- 
tend the ereetjpn of a large plant of English machinery, 

1 set about organising a kharhhanna, or worktop; 
and my first arrangement, after procuring the requisite 
number, of workmen, was to fit up benches fbr the car- 
})entcrs, and forges for the hlanksmiths, Stc. Of course, 
while these were being fitted up, 1 was prepared to 
submit to the old system of squatting, and consoled 
mj-self with the reflection, that 1 should soon be sible to 
coti' ince the natives how much mpre rapid and effective 
was the English met\io<l of standing while at work. 
But in this, as in many other uttetfipts at improvement, 

I was doomed to undergo a signal defeat. In order to 
prevent vhe blacksmiths from sitting while at work, I 
had tlie anvils raihcd upon wooden blocks, so as to 
necessitate an erect posture while at work. Tlie poor 
fillowF bubuhtted w'ith the best grace they could, but 
seemed grc'atly embarrassed by the novelty of the 
arrangement. The queer bhaky way in which they 
stood, and the undecided flexure of the kiK*e and hip- 
loints, were so indicative of a tit^ndency to flap down 
on the slightest possible prctc'iuv, that it was really 
impossible to look at them Vithout laughmg. The 
work wont on very slov ly ; but I hoiiod that, as they 
became occubtomed to the altitude, they would feel the 
advantage of it, and tlioii all would go well ; but, alas ! 

1 had uiidere8tim.(tt‘d the tenacity of a raco-cstablished 
jirt'cedent; and so, one j*fternoon, I found my black- 
1 iniths perchi d on blocks of wood of th^ same height 
as their anvils, and hammering away with all the 
^ ig(>ur wliicli tlie stability of tbeir tottering pedestals 
admitted of I It wab hopeless (^pnteudiiig with such a 
demonsti’ution as this; bo, to the groat joy of the 
ivhairfi (blacksmiths), I allowed the anvils to be 
Ulnewl once more on terra firmn. 

I have no doubt that in this instance the failure 
mainly arose from a deficiency of muscular power in 
the lower limbs, altht^ugh the fact of their not using 
chairs, or other seats for ordinary use, must have had 
much to do with it. It would seem as if chairs or 
raised se^ts were one of those natural steps towards a 
higher civilisation, the value of which wo are apt to 
overlook until wo begin to trace the consequences 
which the want of suc^ appUanoes gives rise to. It 
would he interesting to spoculalo on the rev^tiqn 
which a sudden deprivation of our choirs and Tables 
would give Use to in our sodat and moral charoi'tcr- 
i sties. 

^ In this shoe-wearing part of tlie wjrld wo are to 
r^goM our fiwst merely os organs or progression ; but 
the iScftul turns Ids to a variety of purposes which wo^j 
ate acoustomod to regard as fitted ew fiands. <1110 
bhair, wh^n he has got a pia^ of iron to file, fixes 
it between the Jaws of pmr of snifill tongs, nnd 
grasping tho tongs between the mat tjoes m both 
feet, ho^dds it so firmly, that lio q to exert tlie 
vhole strength of his arms hi USjtog the file* 'Xherd is 


something^ very quadrumanous in his appearandte whilO 
so employed ; xnore particularly if, as ocKJasionally hap- 
pens, to save himself the trouble of shifting his position 
he itret^ies dut Onesof his legs, and vntli his toes picks 
some article which happens to lie beyond the range 
or his arms. .Whether from habit or original oonfbr- 
dansluOi^hey possess a singular des^ of muscular 
poveeHj^ their toes. ♦ The great toe Is generally sepa- 
rated Jron^ the others by a ^jtE^lftiteryal than I liave 
ever pcen in tho feet of sAafi^ans. So marked is this 
peculiaaj^ty inline workmen, that, combined with the 
](ftehonsue fficulty alluded to, and the custom which 
many have of adorning it with a ^old or silver ring, it 
really seems to ^ve assumed all tho functions of a 
thumb. 

'rime, which the lAglishman values as money, has 


all his tools and methods of working seem to bo 
contrived with the view of consuming as much of that 
valuable commodity as possible. 

Thc^ raclj, bricklayer, is, I think, about the best 
illustration of this. He works with a trowel about the 
size of an ordinary tablespoon, and a small hammer 
weighing about six ounces. Armed with these, and 
squatting before his wofk, lie, in a loud voice, summons 
his rvnde66 (women,^two of wJjom always wait upon 
each radj), and orders them to bring eentee and massala 
(bricks and mortar.) Tho rundees in due season make 
their appearance — one with a brick in each hand, nnd 
the other with a small wooden trencher, about the size 
of a bread-basket, filled with the massala. Without 
changing his position, he empties the trencher on the 
extended bed of the brick, and it seldom contains more 
than enough for two bricks. lie now spreads the 
mortar evenly willi his trowel, assisting the process by 
adding water from a small earthenware pitcher, handed 
to him by an attendant rundee ; anti as the brickft are 
often very irregular in shape, he has three or four 
minutes to spend in chipping off the irfcgulorities with 
his liamuicr; and if he be nt all fastidious, or the brick 
unusually bad, he will spend twice a'^ much time as 
this. It is this part of the process that the patience 
of an Englishman generally gives way ; and with on 
impatient LU wasiy (what for), addressed to the apa- 
thetic radj, he gives vent to his feelings in a string of 
English a^ectivos, addressed to no one in particular. 
1 once heard on energetic indigo-plaiitcr declare, that 
he would at any time walk a mile in the hottest; sun- 
shine, rather than be condemned to contemplate the 
proceedings of the masons at work on liis own factory. 
After the radj has got the biick laid^oivn, there is a 
complicated jiroccss to go thnmgh w ith a string and a 
ball of stone. The string is i>rovided with a small slip 
of hoop-iron, in length exac^ equal to the diameter of 
the ball, ana majlp^^p upailiMown the string by tf 
small hole pierce<l m its centre. iLordcr to insure Jhe 
pei^ndiculor line of the wall, he ap|^Qfi<tln^gnijkof the 
slip of iron to the side of the brick last laid, and allows 
tho ball*to hang at some distance below ; and as by means 
of the slip of iron at the top the string is held from 
the brick at the dm^ce of the rAdius of tho ball, if the 
brick be properly plaqpd, the plummet-stone will just 
touch the wall bfelow. It was all in vain that I made a 
stroighVedgoiind plumb-llue in the English fashion, and 
shewed them that by uring it they would save them^ 
selves the trouble ef tes^^ the position of each brick 
as it was laid. So long as I stood beside them they 
plbtended to use it ; but the moinent my back was 
turned, out <3imo tho Mmc-honoured plummet, that Imd 
assUtid in building the oldest temples in Hindoos tan, 
and was certainly quite good (nough anything a 
ferin^e^ like me could require. 

I am much within thc*markVUefi X oay, that a single 
English brit^yer and hodmsjd cculd in one day do 
tho work of a dozen radjs, rnndbot, and all ; and do it 
much hotter too. Qne would itua^ne from this that 
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''^ Ail ' Exi^l^k" iM^ . 

;tb: 

uib^ dbd ilia 1^'-' 'aibbiidi]l£>^Ytt«da^ 


amaller hflnda aaddosa 

Indian woatoaa ft^U g¥ J 


W 

, ist 

aiae.' I hadli^ aiifuauil^^ oC t!Ua^ o obe 

o^aion» i^bed. havinglN):^^^i^^ up an cmpanlEii^t '>wi^ 
father more expedition than uai^ I made an al^pt 
substitute whe&barl|i^a for 111 ® imtire system 
porting earth by iv^hfl| ia called couir^^^p* This consists 
in employing a number with 

wicker^basketSv ca|:^le of about a spadeful 

^each ; a number of paen witlv s|^ea fill these baskets 
'from the spot where the ear^ be removed; and a 
pson, or overseer; stationeil wliere the earth is to be 
laid down, gives each woman and child, as she delivers 
her basketful, a coifrie shell — iU value ^ual to about 
the eightieth part of a farthing! Thw metfiod of 
^nspe^ing ebrth ^^ort distances is very cheap, but 
it is also yery tedioite ; so I got the eaxpenters to make 
nie a number of wheelbarrows, atfter our English model, 
and by way of encouragement 1 wlieeled the first bar- 
rpwfui of earth myself ; then tfirning to one of the 
stoutest of the men, who werb grinning at the new 
machine, 1 invited him to ibllow my example ; but the 
poor fellow', after staggering along ibr a few paces, and 
making the most hideous coutorSons as he attempted 
to sternly himself, fairly tumbW over, barrow and all. 
The barrow was only half filltHl next time; iind after 
a great deal see-sawing, he managed to deliver his 
freight. Tliinking that a little practice, uneinbarrasscd 
by my presence, would familiarise them with the bar- 
row#! left them for a short time to attend to some 
other business ; and on my return 1 beheld the wheel- 
barrow* borne along by four men, very much in the 
style in which dead men arc carrieil olf the stiigf>— that 
is, two at the head, and tw*o at the feet ! 

As I attributed this failurti^ to my having made the 
barrows too large and too heavy, I had a let of lighter 
ones made^littie larger than tliose with which boys 
are accustomed to amuse themselves in Enghuid, but 
capable of holding more eartji than the baskets. My 
success for a time was complete; and the Idea of eyef 
catching four men engaged in the conveyance (tf so 
tiny A vehicle was out of the question. Tlio natives^ 
top, seemed to like th^, and trundlal their barrows 
with great glea; tJie work, too, appeared to go on 
rapidly. After a short time, however, 1 observed that 
the quantity of eatth excavated each day in no cose 
exceeded that ^cb have been dmie with the 

^baskets, and w*a8 iVgiffiieistly q |^ twas much 

puzzled at this, umiSTbi^ day, Ui come upon 

th^m , unextHgete d^J I received a most satisfactory ; 
cxplanatlSn oT^fe eni^a* , ivero half-a-dozen 
of tj^e mcm walking mmig with^ 
gravHy, each carding his W^ on fals lieadi 

—the 1^8 in fifont, agd the wtolt ^ iiid I . j 

After a g^t^t deal of watching; 

I did at len$f^ succeed in eiiUldkhigg the legitim^ 
use of the bi^w • but evgmyR^er X had.thrcu^fi^ to 
dismiss Um first mm I ihiuid oarrying his whbKhanntr 
nn his heaxt, 

’along, with hil,hiteBa#;' 

long clbthesi,\;^^|':-|:^^^^^^^^ 

In the district iii whi^ 1 lived there haA been vagaA 
:tb be mmf&mW: m 

ashund^.,^ 
or . : 

tt'^ege Btoij&i 


as far-away wohders, with which tfe sahibs delighted 
to magiiliy, their own wi^om at the expense of the 
Hm^s^knie admoe (men of HindooBtan;) 

< Q of these wise 

meO) when it was* made known that one of the myste- 
idoos machhies was about to make Its appearance 
amongSit them. Crowds of solemn-looking Brahmans, 
and gmnd-bearded Mussulzhen, might be seen examin- 
ihg^And limbs of the huge creatuke os 

they lay ribatt^pj^ abou^^ where they had 

|Jb«dh ‘During the time these dtVechi 

iwewtftrU ' were being put togetlier, there was much 
specuUlion aiidourioeity as to what moans of energy 
these un^uih-'lobking firagments of iron could possess ; 
imd when I imd the plans, before 

giving Instructions to the workmen — applying a pair 
of dividers tyid scale, and sometimes m^ng calcula- 
tions with, a piece of charcoal on the nearest wall— I 
observed that tlie men ceased working, and looked on 
with open nmuths, if X had been going through a 
conjuring pixx^ss. 

Atter much labour and anxiety, I at length succeeded 
in getting the swasher put together ; and one day, just 
as the heat of the day was beginning to decline, I 
ordered the boiler to bo filled with water, and soon 
had a roaribg fire bcYieath it. The natives seemed to 
have an imptWssipn that something unusual was about 
to happen, and crowds firorn all quarters began to 
assemble to vrituess^tlie new avatar. By dusk tlie 
steam was well up; and by the light of tM*o fioring mes- 
aajehes (tondies) I tDuld see curious-looking faces peer- 
ing in at all tlie doors and windows of tlie engine-house. 
The workmen who had assisted in its erection laid by 
their tools, and were whispering to each other in won- 
dering groups, when the safety-valve suddenly openotl, 
and the new-born Titan began to let his v(dcc be heard. 
I shall never forget the terror and amazement depicted 
on the faces of ^oee who were standing by me when 
this occurred. A gri‘at many ran away in sheer fright; 
but those who had lioen employed in putting the engine 
together liad, from daily fai^iarity, grown bolder, and 
readily assisted in turning round tlie ponderous fly-wheel 
preparatory to starting. It w as as much as a dozen of 
them could do to move it, and tliat very slow ly ; but 
when the steam began to act, and the massive iron 
rim to steal away from their aiding liands, they fairly 
screamed with delight. Faster and faster went the 
wheel; theigimps clanked; the steam snorted through 
the escape-pipe ; and the Juuvy masses of iron they 
bad cxpmenced so much difficulty in lifting into their 
ifiaccs now fccmed endowed with life and motion. 

Borne months after the engine had been at w*ork, 
and when 1 had become better aexjuainted with tlie 
langgago, I was at much pains in endeavouring m 
expiaip the principles of its action toihemost intellf- 
g^t of thq workmen ; but J ibund they bad long ago 
provided fliemselves witli what, to tlieir thinking, was 
a complete theory of the whole matter. Tlio doctrine 
was, that the contaiiiod an English hhoot 
(spirit) I that miule a fire beneath the boiler, and 
roasted Ihe^ O until he called out duhnqei 

(mercy) t&tmigh the ^ 8^ and then only, mid 

not hmiu; VFOuhi he go work : tno water ivas merely 
^ve^to quench jfif Ahirat I the repeated Ifijunctious 
j^veffrihe man^^ho atiemdod to the boiler about the 
.fieeei^ity qf keopkige it weU lupdfied water, and 

at- 

any, neglect of 

tlik ptocaution, VA the poor fiiUow to ixlBagine that if 

ihe 

;:h0::Wdtdd> 'loose/and 

hdwow, to Jmvfr tolMIdy correct imtitms Of its real 
‘ ' :aUos^"li-:ivdf 
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Steamboats no^ly between aH the stations 

on the Ganges ; and it ^n^nts a curions^odntiast to 
witness the straiglitfor^ard course and iuileuble will 
of the English steamm breasting wind and tide, as 
if impelled by fate,* and the crazy, undecided motions'^ 
of the liatlvo budgerowa creeping along the lee^shores, 
tacking and tumbling about with the most bewildeiing 
incertitude. Hallways, tod, are now in the course of 
construction on some of the prihoipal Unas of ; 
and the time is not far distant when, by tlleii* means, 
the rich produce of Central India will be pburid Int^ 
Europe with a profusion and regularUy never yet 
dreamcfl of. jly, the steam^chginc is destined to do 
more for India tlian all her o&er toaehers^^^^l^^ 
effected. This iron apostle of civilisation docs not 
declaim ; it does not dispute nor vituperate ; but 
works, and always succeeds. • 

SP AG N OLETT O. 

Towards the end of the sixteenth century there lived 
at Xativa, a XnalL town near Valencia, a captain immed 
Hibera. He had fought for many years in the king 
of Spain’s service, and now retired on a small pension, 
intending to devote the remainder of his days to the 
education of his two sons. Of these the driest was of 
a wild and wayward disposition; insomuch that, while 
yet a youth, he had run gi*eat excesses. 'Turuing for 
comfort to his younger child Jo^f, the father, in order 
to 1>ring liim up in strict and sober habits, caused 
Kim to clothed in a robe of blaibk serge, and placed 
muler the severe tuition of a learned doctor from Sala- 
manca. The gloomy nature of his studies, tlie stem 
discipline of Ins tcachcp, and the constant n^straint 
which he endured, mwle of Josef Ribera a dark, morose, 
and sullen iH)y ; and no doubt, so potent are early im- 
pressions, determiiKMl the bc'Ut of his future character. 

Wh<‘n ho attained tlie age of fifteen, Ids father sent 
him to Valencia in order to complete his studies, and ' 
to select one of the three th^ri fi^shionablo learned pro- 
fessions— -namely, theology, medicine, or astronomy. 
When the lad found himself^for the first time in his 
life, at liberty, and furnished w'ith a tolerably well- 
filled x>iirse, ho began freely to enjoy the pleasures of 
I society, from which he had hitherto been debarred, 

I and speedily bec^ainc acquainted with the jjainter 
I Ribalta. 

I Francesco Rihulta had made a long sojburu in Italy, 

' and to him and to his studies the Spanish school of 
painting o\fes chiefly its perfection. The sight of his 
works formed a new' era in the life of young Ril>era; 
from the clay that he first set nis foot in the artistes 
studio he renoiuiced his Icmtied pursuits, and com- 
pletely devoted himself to the cultivation of art.. 
During six months, without any guid^ but his natural 
genius, he passed his days, and a great portion of his 
idghts, in rei>roducing the forms of familjiar things ; 
he spent sums of inonoy in paying persons whom he 
n>ct in the streets to sit to him as models; and, in 
shorty 80OU fbund liis pcxdtct witlioiU a single mararedi. 
In this dilemma he addressed onieioqnent letter to Ids 
father, declaring his fita xesolution to become a |>ainter, 
and r^uesting a supp^ of moui^ fi>r his liiimediate 
necesiitiiel. Captain JUnerai^ 
man/ llie same infie:tfh|e wHI^^ caus!(| him 
to l^ve bleifavourite son writhinl; ttneatlvthe^^^^^ of 
a stem tutor, now nerved him to fesent this thwarting 
of his will ; and he sent a cold»io)^r i>tat>hg that he 
/would not oppose his son’s vocat^ that he wisliod 
hlfn Igii ih his ne# that ho could^ 

iibt afihid m or at an^ time iheasase 

the sm^i 

his r^olu** 

V *i:w^ ■ 

ead ash hiwi to take me ihlo Ifts 


how I may^^ As ho left liis fodpiig,*he saw 

the sti^tV^lled with an immense crowd * attending a 
procession : of nmhhs and soldiers. In the midst of the 
lattcsr whose hands 

were tied behind his hack, and who was accompanied 
Vy a tall personage dressed in a robe of red serge, and 
^11 Kartiii nw »mmnnA.lAft1rin|r coil of ropC. 
JojaeTltibera iminediately p^ceived that this was an 
unfor|una|p criminal going ; toytb^ place of execution ; 
and drills he* had a taste^^^ natural or acquired, 

for the fflootnv and the terrible, ho joined the proces- 
lAon, ijgd stayed to witness the execution. The body 
of the^yriminal was sentenced tfi remtdn suspended 
from the gallow^Suntil nightfall; and, despite of the 
rdn, which began to fall in ton^ents, Ribera continued 
■to Watching its gliastly features, as it swung 
li^td fro. A^y one tliat saw the young man seated 
■'bi a kerb-stone, his ey^s fixed on the gallow s, heedless of 
the rain that beat bn his head, and run down his clothes, 
would naturally have taken him for some near friend or 
relative of t}ie criminal ^waiting to receive his corpse. 
But an interest of a difierent kind kept Ribera at ills 
post; and when the twilight darkened into night, 
instead of going to Ribalta’s house, he returned to his 
own lodging, and shuV himself up in his chamber. 
I'herc, with paper and crayons, he l^gan to reproduce 
the frightftil model nc hud spent the day in contem- 
plating. Under the influence of a sort of feverish 
excitement, he continued to work all night. In the 
morning his sketch was finished, and it scarcely required 
the aid of colouring to add to its horrible reality. 

Soon afterwards Ribera, with his drawing in his 
liand, repaired to the dwelling of Ribalta. It happened 
I that the artist u’as that day in a very undignified stale 
I of irritation. He had just turned off not only the 
apprentice who ground liis colours, but all his pupils 
who thought it beneath their dignity to perfonR this 
office for liiin during a single day. One of them, whom 
Ribera met on his way, told him these^particulars. 

‘And thou art a gentleman too, I’ll warrant me, 
and think’st .tliyself hjo grand to prepare my palette ? * 
exclaimed l^balta when he saw the young man enter. 

‘ Master,’ replied Ribera, respectfully doffing his 
cap, ‘I om, as thou sayest, a gentleman; but 1 tliink 
the best and noblest gentle in the land would not be 
degraded by serving a great artist. I will then most 
gladly become thy colour-grinder, and also thy pupil — 
if you judgest me wortliy of that honour,’ he added, 
displaying his sketch. 

Tliese words pleased Ribalta, and the drawing charmed 
him. He gave the young man n corcAal embrace, and 
said: ‘ Thou shall be my jiuxnl, and one that will do me 
cixxlit, since thou art free fronj^iserablo vanity ! * 

The promise and the priSffi^y Were both ftilfllled ; 
the hasty, but gggtejpatfs not only instinicteil 

Josef, but also lea^nd lodged hifll, in his house ; and 
the young man’s progress was • 

From the conversation and example of his master, 
Hibera contracted a longing desire to visit Italy, and 
perfect his studies there!* Accordingly, having saved a 
little money, in he set out ftir Naples, accompanied 
by his brother, who wqp now ip the army, and goffig to 
johd his troop. S^Vririyed there, Josef became a pupil o? 
Mi^a^An^o Caravaggio, and w as soon distinguished : 
hmdhgst his numerous emnp^^ his taints and 

ps^verauce. His master • bestow^cil on . hiiA: eopiis^ 
and his genius knd fiaV 

j but be sorely missed fdmost 
j>ai^nt«dd<^ftue$s of Bibalta. He sufthjned'xnueh 

yet the consdousuess that 'litsa- becoming, 
in the highest sense of the woH a aupport^ 

him uii^ all his privations.* : f 

j ' After the death of Michad^.^^10, Bibera went to 
Hopiej and there studi^ dil^^m in tlie schools of 
lisMielle ^imd m Camcci: their gi eut works 

tended much to harness and gloomy. 



and 

Angelo*8 lhm^^4e tp Padse 8ome of to 

be U» great, . ;■ 

Beepite af ,jporertiv irmle at Hai^ be had pi^- 
kidet»0bdehbe to mo baugbfy patitoiiage of €ai^ 
0)M Borg&; and noir at Bonte & gave offiSI|9rst!i^ 
lk>1bla of rank, bjtt Apoaha g to 

Instead of eating tbelRiitt^ dependanoe in a splendM 
palace. Bdiwg tldap^ocP^.i^^ studj^ hlf chi# 
productions were sketch# whloH he iiaed^ # barter 
whh the 'tnaihet*pf^ cinit#jj|prs sur- 

named biih *1^ (the young Bpaniard), 

and by #is title ne has eyer flftte b^n known. 
Thk wee pzedseiy^^,to^ most gjcdous pei^ of the 
Xombard school Of a#, and the of the 

masters who rendered it iiina^ous wese assembled at 
Rome-^some at the ^mmenceinent, and others at the 
middle or end Of thhir career. There might be seen 
conversing together the Caracci, Mbano, Bominichini), 
LaufraUco, Ouercinc^ and Guido, of whom it was said i 
‘ Other artists vrorfe; like men, but Guido works like 
..'-.angels.*'. /: . ■'■-.V ' 

^ide, which throughout li:^ was the ruling passion 
I of Bibei^ served to restrain his nhtnral desire of pro- 
dud ng pictures, ifl drcler that, byamoana of severe and 
well-disciplined study, he might one day become the 
successM rival of tliose mighty men trho were now 
ihmous wlule he was obscure. Therefere, without 
miumuring at his lot, Bpagnoletto lived at Borne com- 
j^etely absorbed in study, and enduring every imagi- 
nable pfrivatkm of physicsd comfort, fii vain did one 
of the Caracci offer him the use of his studio and 
models; Ribera refused to avaii himself of the generous 
artist's kindness, In order not to burthen himself with 
the ijuty of gratitude. After some time he went to 
Parma and Modena, with the intention of studying the 
works of Corrfgio. Having accompUshed this, and 
feeling that he was now really an artist, he returned to 
Naples, and applied himself to the task of painting 
fortune as well as for fame, l^et he met with so Htt^ 
encouragement, that at tinms In ftlt tempted to throw 
aside his palette, and join bis brother in betaking him- 
self to the |aofession of a soldier. 

One morning the owner of the house ' in wlilch 
Bpagnolfetto lodged knocked at the door of his room. 
Bdng invited to enter, he asked, with all the politeness 
Of a Neapolitan host, for the amount of boaid and 
lodging due to him, whidi came to ^he sum of twenty 
ducats. 4 

Ribera’s purse was completely empty, and he frankly 
said so to ms creditor. 

‘ And how am I to live ^thout ray rent?* was the 
^natural question of tWk£iSt,«^ltiere is a gentletnaii 
now applying to tjfffot a loo gh g ^ aiad I have not a 
sfrfglo roo m t o g iv/ldm.’ 

^Then I may 1# ypm apartnmn^ 

* Cehainly ; I shall leave iVfhis evening.^ 

Accordingly the aj^list eng#;ed^porter to remove 

Ids et^^ entirely of^Banvas, lay-figures, 

and eai#$ | but as he was departing, |he host stopped 

' .. 

* I told ybu helbre I havh no ihon^/ • * " ■ 

Well, well, idva ron three metnres wh|^ yon 

have under your fliiCyon sliaU have a fece|# In 


i of St Mag- 

diil^ fiar svhich he prolmeefi to pay sixty ducats. 

quickly executed, and paid for ; and this 
the finmdation # Sp^ renown. He 
was now beset ^th appUcktiona pictures, and ho 
worked indefist%idily. Jd evq^ week he produced 
a which the noble amateurs In Naples 

coveted ^th i#)id f and Binid h^ incessant occupations, 
it Wmarrj^imt hbiV^W^^ and wed the 

ophr ^^ter of hiB-itrst patron,, the picture-dealer, 


Ribera willingly coniented, and betoOk^hlmit# te a: 

ilte nelghbcid^^ 

our 

Ids. hand,". and 

hnm,'iyh0..wA 


«who bnsto^ted on him a large fortune. 

About tMr Btee ilm vicer^ a magnificent i!&te. 
At a short dlatibi^ had exposed 

to public vieyr ids paintie^ the martyr- 

dom of 'Bt Bateholomekr. admiring crowd were bo 
carried away by their feelings of enthusiasm, that the 
viceroy mistaking their plaudits and acclamations for 
the noise of a rising tumult, sallied forth, sword in 
hand, >at the head of hiS guards and guests. As soon 
as he learned the cause of the uproar, lie sent for the 
artl^ whom the people had honouredt 'aith sueli an 
ovauon, granted him a pension, and assigned to him 
apartments in the palac^ with the title of ‘Fainter to 
the VicerCy,* 

1^^ equalled the richest 

ibirds of Napfes te Ibrtune, and the noblest in court 
favour. He soon began to make a somewhat ostenta- | 
tiouB display of his newly-found wealth and greatness. 
No palace in the city was more frequented than the | 
painter’s dwelling ; his banquets rivalled in splendour | 
those given by the f)ake of Arcos ; and every morrting j 
Ids almoner distributed large suras in charity to a i 
number of poor persons. Tlds latter custom obtained | 
for him the notice and approval of the pope; and tlmt 
no distinction might be wanting to him, he was enrolU d 
amongst tlie members of the Academy of St Luke. 
Yet despite* of his lofty iwsition, and the universal 
fkvour which he enjoyed, Josef Ribera was a niiserablt* 
man : envy preyed on his heart. Dazzled by prosperity, 
almost delirious witlr pride, he could riot endure the 
thought of a rival. excellent judges, while 

ackugwledging his merit as a painter, decreed the palm ■ 
of superiority to an artist of Bologna, who liad paint(‘(l i 
the ‘Communion of St Jerome’ for the price of fifty | 
crowns — a trifling recompense, indeed, for one of | 
Domenichino’s finest creations ; but' it is not in the I 
seventeenth century alone that we find instances of ill- I 
rewardetl merit. 

A glorious career would have been tha^ of Spagno- i 
letto, had it not been for the implacable hatred with 
which ho puraued Alfano^ the Caracci, and, above all, i 
Domenichip Zampieri, commonly called Domeniehino. ! 
Xt is said Ribcmt at first tried to eclipse this hitter 
rival by teturniiig to the manner of Michael Angelo ; 
Imt the publfo his works tliat exclusive 

kdmlrati<m coveted^ and ^k the liberty of 

praij^g the platings in the Duomo di San Geunajo, of 
wbieb the portion confided to Domeniehino had just 
beesi finished and displayed to view. This impartial ty 
of the pttblio cost poor Zampieri dear. One day while 
he was absent, a wAkman, bribed by bis enemie.s, 
altei^ the oom^ stucco prepared to 

rtedve femain^ such a manner 

jtttt jbS soon as the cpioute trere laid on, the whole 
briajisAd. and pei^ off XRbera has been commonly 
accused of tms oasMUy actiim ; but evA hod it been : 
done others, (and Bcaneniclfino had bitter foes | 
beside), the rdentlM -and obstinate persecution which j 
fi^agn^tte dlteOfed agaln^ his rival, would uiSflcieto i 
w'AdMc'atriu'im hiS'^ 

Dit^b;fftted to contend with his powerful enemy, 
BomemoldiioilkRfo^ a state of profound melancholy, 
#}ii#iWninktkd in the loSk of hialife by prison ; hut 
own 


the heart of Spagfolotto was cruelly perced^ througli . 
its only vulneraSle; * The only huuaaU behojp® 
whom Bihera seemed teaUy to love vtere his t#o 
daughters. One of ^heae had married a S^a^sh gentle- 
mau hdlding a high Office at Madrid j»the ^y^ 

Uving at home with her father when pon JufiU came 
to Naples to suppress the sedition raised by Mai^ello. 
This accomplished, the general oolebrated the l^umpli 
in arms of his Catholic ufajesty, Philip IV"., by a suc- 
cession of splendid ffiibes. Atone of ^ese t)oi) Juan 
saw the beautiful daughter of Ribera, and succedhod in* 
carrying her off with him. The grief of ilie outraged 
father knew no bounds. The rank of the offender 
sheltered him fri>m tho painter^s yengeauce, and the 
latter retired to the solitude of his villa at Pausilippo. 
Soon afterwards, liaving ascertained where Don Juanj 
was likely to be found, he set out^ accompanied by 
few armed servants, in order to lie in wait, and slay his 
enemy* in an ambuscade. From tluit day he was never 
seen or heard of. It is supposed that he either perished 
in the enterprise, or killed himsdf in despair at haying 
fiiiled to accomplish it. This mysterious disappearance 
took place in 1636: Spagnoletto was th^ sixty-eight 
years old. 

Amongst the principal works of this great painter 
may be named the ‘ Adoration of the Shepherds,* *St, 
Bartholomew,’ and * The Deatli of Cato,* at the LouvTe ; 
at Naples, ‘St Bruno,’ ‘The Apostles* Communion;* ‘The 
Twelve Prophets ;* and the ‘Deseent from the Cross,* 
in tlie convent of St Martin ; and^ finally, at Madrid, 
‘Jacob’s Ladder,’ whicli a tourist has compared to ‘a 
torrent of light.* * 


GLASGOW IN THE LAST CENTURY. 

POUUTII JLHT1CLI3. 

AMo^"osT the eminent names connected with Glasgow 
in the last century is that of ,Dr John Moore, author of 
* Muco’ and other novels, and the father of Sir John 
Moore. He practised os a pl^ysiciaii in the city, and 
appears to iuive lived on easy terms with the eminent 
merchants, joiuiiig tiiem in a convivial association called 
the Hodge-Podge Club. ’I’liere is still extant a poem 
written by Dr Moore on this fraternity, which has not, 
as far as I am awai-c, been printed. Indeed it is scarcely 
fitted for publication, except as a curiosity of the past 
tur the use of Glasgow alone, the verses beiiig each 
devoted to t^o cliaractcr of a iiarticular member of the 
club, in such vague 'terms as, tliougli no doubt most 
piquant to those who knew tlio ^rsons, arC somewhat 
vapid to us. It cqieiis thus 

A club of choice fellows each fortnight employ 
An evening in laughter, good-humour, and joy; 

In this club there’s a mixture of nonoeUse and sense, 

And the name of ‘ Hodge-Podge’ they have taken from 
thence. 

Like the national council they oRen debate. 

And Settle the army, the navy, and state ; 

But should you wish io know mete of this merry clasSi 
Like the kings ^ Macbeth they shall one by one pass. 

Ilie second figure is that of — 

Rough Peter the nex t of our gmup iWt appeam^^^^^ 

With his w^her-beat face and hU heathe^ 

His humour IS blunt, aiid hU leyhi^ 

.^He^ a honest^ h but a gillumas shell 1 

7 some humomr, as well ^ %eserlptive ttirce, 

ffir Jiuh|s ^ 

Now fotir^rd comes SitApsoiiu so leih lank, * 
Yim mh)r imow b^ his face 
S}i bi^^ig dost^^i^^ 

■ ; * * "■, . . ..III I 


I Jdir 

; . A pair of gold buckles without any carving, 
i Ix^gore and wbrkmaushlp not worth.a farthing ; 

Affiome makhnfactdbed a^d plenty of metal— 

%n emblem of On^ and it fits to a tittle. 

Ifae eUbfect of the feliowing. verse, at a 
diffcarenl period of li|b, a fine spOcuiicn of the Scottish 
gentiepaftu pf a fbmier 

Easy Murdoch comes sauSefing, as if In a dre^ 

He ne’or StriMes with the current, bdt follows the stream ; 
On your voyage through life, Petsr/ choose thy fid^nds 

well, ■. " ■■ ■ , 

’Tis in their power to lead you to heaven or to hell, 

, John Cross is ill vested with a moral dignity not 
congruoufi^with tlie spirit of the poem — 

, independence is marked in each feature he bears, 

The opinions of others he nor cares for nor fears ; 

To no one he’ll cringe for distinction or pelf, 

John boldly %tep8 forth and depends on himself ; 

No losses or crosses can e’er him affect, « 

Misfortune he bears till he bears our respect. 

Tlie description of a number of the Garnkirk family — 

With feelings too nice to be ever at ease-^ 

is in fine .contrast with Cross and Blackburn ; and the 
concluding couplet W'ould not have looked out of x>iace 
in Goldsmith’s ‘Retaliation* — ' 

Applaud he’s a wit, contradict he’s a dunce, 

Retort on Dunlop, and you gag him at once. 

Dr Moore had not, on the whole, much credit from 
his pupil, Douglas Duke of Haudlton, with whom ho had 
made the tour of Europe. This young nobleman threw 
away fine talents, and the graces of a not imgei^rous 
character, in vicious amusements and low company. 
'When he visited Glasgow he was more Trequently to be 
found at tlie cock-pit than in the Assembly Room. A 
story is told -of a sporting butcher, who, meeting the 
duke in somip of these low scenes, and being irritated 
by contradiction regarding a bet, exclaimed with a 
fierce imprecation, ‘ My lord duke^your Grace — you 
lie I * Y^et, as often happens, tliis careless young noble- 
man was not without a sense of what was due to liis 
rank. A neighbouring proprietor in the county, cer- 
tainly a very liandsbme man, who thought he resembled 
the duke in personal appearance, went up to him one 
day at a party, mill said : ‘ It is very oil j, my lord duke, 
tliat I am so frequently taken for your Grace.’ ‘ Very 
odd indeed,’ said tiie duke, ‘ for 1 am nevor mistaken 
for bir Stirling!’ 

Of the na,i:ives of G^gi)& fluting,: the latter part of 
last century, 

Sir John 'Fhe former left 

Glasgow a;t an ekrly pettPd of Ufe, fflSW# 
that he ever ftTisited it. The latter 
after many years* absence and apjieai^ab have retained 
to the last a vivid and agreeable impression of the scenes 
of Ms youth. . Wl^ he first reftirned from India, Sir 
Thomas Munro met aocidentally hi London an old 
schoolfellow of Ms, Mr Buclianan of Ardoch, then M.P, 
|6r Duiabartcmskirei Neither had seen the other fmr 
vefy many years* On Mr Bnohanan offering his hand 
to w Thomas, and asM 

a(^ui|Qtance, the latW looked steadfastly ajt a > 

s^im hr tw^ and then said, ‘ John Buchm^m I would 
haiyhkntikn you among a thousand/ * 

he csaine to Glasgow, Sir Thmuif 
A to another old schoolMow, a wdHhy candle- 
tfiaker of the name of Harvie, who had a shop in Stock- 
wi^ Btleeti * Wel^ Mr Thomas on 

shopi * do 1^^ Hanle 

gai^ m)* somb time at Hie tal!l> kauut figure before 
’ he said., t;,;; 





^ Axq y& Jfiilk M ‘/am just Millie MutJiro/ tirhich they wire familiat, Preadftng one day in the 

said the othelr^ ^aiid the quondam selu^tfeiiowB had d n^hbonrlng palish of Baiil4|l, onnhe danger attcnd- 
loi^ clial; ahoht the * days o* langsjn[|e.* Sir Thomds Ihg a after conversion^ he told his hearers *to 

was represented* by his scho6l-c<^mptfnii^s as ha^ remCmber l40t*8 wife; who, you all know, turned and 
b^ the * hSro of a hundred sioss-dghts/ pr^ looked back, thcg^gh she was strictry warned against it ; 

any othev^hind : in short, the bnl^ pf his cla8S,«in and she was turnetl into a piUOr of salt, as slie^ remains 
Ifhich, frotrt his nrofleiehcv in »nt2/mg. he reaCiv e^ ^ e to thfs day^/br oay / A:en to the contrary* The 
eWte nickname. " ■ '-y , last part of the sentence was in theatrical phrase an 
, Ih the course (^4^0 sketches I liayo nTCjttioned ‘ aedde,* reminding us of Bums’s--* 
one or two pf oitr lord^|p*Qpsts.^^^^^^^^ * • J h:. - o>n«i «!* «««« 

aries would be astohisho^^uld they look up and see • * iiis ^r^ wit and sense 

threha^ which hav^taken pto dav • 

city since they ^is sublunary scene I Even the 


very costume which in former da^8#^loed the cockles A dissenting moetiiig-house in Dumbarton had proved 
of the heart of tnany a Bailie Kicol^arvie, as a mark a sore annoyance to the same minister. But we are 

of distimdion frpiU the commanded to forgive our enemies, and Dr 0 ^ 

carded by the liberal notiohs of modern times ; and the after enutnejrating the unconverted Jews, and unrege- 
triangular cocked-hat and hatalsoine of sables are neratc heathen, prayed fervently ‘ even for that hobOle- 


no longer the badges Of civic authority, 
d^efore quitting tlio subject, let me recall an anecdote | 


schaw at the Brig-end.’ « 

A certain minister of Campsie, whom I recollect very 


of one of our chief magistrates, who held the reins of welK might have figured as one of the originals in the 
office in days of yore, * when George ttie Third was satmeal work above alluded to. IIS was a large, 
king/ But it is nCccSsa^ to my story that I should strong-boned Tiian, the son, ns he used to boast, of tlie 


first describe his dr^s. 


I miller of Campsie ; and certainly in appearance w'as 


On public occasions, besides the formidable chapeau far better adapted for the labours of the mill, or of the 
above Eluded to,^and ^Id chain of ofiSce, wdiich is still plough, than for those of the church militant. The 
worn, the dress of the lord provfisi was a black velvet minister, w^ns one day rudely insulted by a parishioner, 
coat iuid vest, sAorfe, black silk stc^kingd, and hand- who, ^unfortunately for himself, alluded to the black 
some knee and slioo-buckles. He also wore a bag-w'ig, coat of the clergyman ns preventing him from going 
which, when boys at school, ai>pcarcd to myself and farther. * That shalf bo no objection,* s.oid the divine; 
cy^panions ns being ‘very grand.* A iK^rsonable man and stripping off his coat, which he laid on a hedge: 

looked particularly well in this dress, which shewed off‘ ‘ Minister,* he added, ‘lie thou iliere! tiames L , 

the figure to advantage; but the infects of external stand thou herd* and gave his antagonist a thrashing 
appearance were eqnaliy conspicuous. The gentleman to his heart’s satisfaction. 

whom 1 have in vipw was one of the most intelligent From the follov'ing anecdote it would appear thnt 
and patriotic of our cltiaens, but in his outer man the Glasgow ministers had stock sermons in those days, 
excqfdingly thin and slender, and withal having, like aS well as in later times. A young man on the eve of 
Sterne’s monk, a * mild, pale, i)enetniting countenance.’ going out to America lieard his father preach a sermon 
As the story «goos, a lady the country had seoit from the text, ‘ Adam, where art thou ? * On his return, 
him in ‘ full fig,* at some public place, perhaps a dandng after an absence of mair^^ years, he w'cnt on the first 
assembly, and inquired who he was. On being told Sumiay, as was meet,* to his fatlier’s clnirch, wdien the 
that he was the Ipwl provqst;,pf Glas^w—^Lord pro- good old gentleman read out the same text, ‘Adam, 
vost!* she said; ‘dear mei 1 thochtit %Bas a corp run where art thou?* ‘ Mother,’ said the son, who M'as a 


awawt the mortchiiih !* 

In the G^ly part of the last century, there was great 


noted a’^ag, ‘ has iny fatltcr not ibund Adam yeti' 

The English public is aware that instrumental music 


strictness of religious observance in Glasgow, particu- is not used in the Scotch church. There have been 
larly regarding the keeping of the Day of Best Some many who desired to see it introduced ; hut tfie general 
fam|U:n8 admitteil of no domestic work pf any kind on spirit of thc^ation is against it. Early in the present 
tliat day ; a few’ did not open their shutters, except century, an amiable Glasgow^ divine went so far as 
onty as much as was necessary to see to read. A set positively and unauthorisedly to break thiif rule. Being 
of oUclals, st)^cd compurgators, but v'ulgarly known a member of his congregation at the time^ I was present 
under tlic name of hornies, w’alked about in time of when cnie Biniday, onnlie psalm being rend out as usual 
service, to take up any person whom they found by the minister, a small organ commenced playing 


stroUing about., ] 

^Rougk Pett r of Dl 
one day, while Wj 




about.. It so happened at length tliat the tlie tunc to which it was to be sung. It w^as one 
of Df their hands of those fine old melodies, which at one period formed 

, while wwing with uTrtiSffl tho Green: v^cltpiyely the psaUiiOiiiy of Sirptland. At the first 
against the mtm^strates, and sue- team any of the congregation joined; at 


ceeded ifTTiis sulff^ w^ch put an end to the compurga- the seebnd line, a few more were emboldened to add 
tors. I liaVe hew i^td i^ple, who remembered the their stiW more at the tbinl lino ; and, before 

ctnuimstances say, that tlierMCer the Green was filled the c^luAlon of the verse, almost every one who had 
wi0i Sundh/ promeigaders. TbeJjP^ l^ad been • too been aecotftomed to follow tlie pre^ntor sung as usual. 


mu^lient, and the i^il was pn^l^ The eongiegation^ w not so the presby- 

Th^ published seimons of tevy< ,f De Mtdiie Vas tmim^iately interdicted from 

gow divines of those da^ skeur that; ihg autlmri (Drs lihia \dkrii^ innovation^’ and t9e question was appointed 
Lcechman and were wdHl^xxmtein at the next mating of presbytery, 

of tlie ^eat alimidy ihen^^^ 

These discoumos edifieatlbn fitoteVknd the TionChuidi, whoteihe^^u^^ 


fitm tlieir piety, and With on acteuaA of ^ 

S|yle. ’Hie ruil|^^ whim^ appeiirs t§ have Ahce Jmanng a gmt%kart of the debates,^ and am sorry to 
*^'**^^ to ^sa;y;^t Ib^ did not reflect much ci^lt on thp^ifitaftty 

■ One .of the learned doctors 

MP'.finibd tO ;the hJ^taWers, that 


Wo novelty of the ease excited a great^w of public 
Hon tetertety knd the Tron Chuidi, whoro the uiscitBSion was 


U!j|s generally cupwded* I hi|d an opportunity of 
ing f gmt%kart of the debates,^ and am aorry to 


' ndnliiil^; in the:diws.of their 

a ^reii^dbterv^but Dr TU^iIe) ‘would 

log ap^:^ audience, scemlB to It sunminMgf justice 

* hinguago and [ that i^iiingi^ But the most amqsing pw* of the 


meetini^ in lining the, argumenU made use 
against the organ % some of the country cleygy. *1 
have a lectU boy at hom6f laid one of thcs« speakers, 

< who onee took a fancy to a whistle, and nothing would 
please him but the whistle, and the whistle he would 
have ; and,* continued the eloquent dftinq, rising with 
his subject, * suppose you indulge the tasty congregation 
of St Andrews with their what is to prevent 

others from applying — one for a another for a 
fiddle-^T, perhaps, a Highfaud cbngregation dj^maiiding 
a BAGPIPE?* The rejection of the organ was dkrried 
in tlie presbytery by a triumpliaht majority. J^ortu- ' 
nately for Dr Ritchie, lie soon afterwards received a 
call to Edinburgh, which he accepted. On his leaving 
Glasgow, there appeared a caricuture which would not 
have disgraced liB., representing the reverend doctor 
as a stunly strolling musician, baring an organ on his 
back, on which he was grinding, ‘Well gang nac mair 

I to yon town.* 

1 The prejudice against an organ amongst the lower 
classes in Glasgow appears to have been much stronger 
at one time th^ it probably wrould be at present, Tw'o 
viragoas are said to have li^ a regular ‘ fit of flytmg * 

I one day, when, after having nearly exhausted their 
rhetoric^ one of them concluded, ‘ Eh, woman, what liae 

I ye to say — ye keep the keys o’ i\\Q ivhxislin kirk* 
EiJiscopid Chapel.) 

JOURNALISM BEYOND THE ROClvY 
MOUNTAIlfs. 

‘The Deseret News* is the title olf a newspajicr pub- 
lished by a Mormon editor at one of the settlements of j 
that singulor nenplc west of the Rocky Mountains, to 
which region they betook tlicmselves on their expul- 
sion from the state of Missouri a fcjw years since. Tlio 
pajier is a curiosity in its way, as much from the pecu- 
liarity of tite articles and information conveyed, ns 
from its dimensions. It is about the size of our 
Jourual, and consists of eight pages. No reader need 
bo in any uncertainty as to tfie Utility of the printing- 
office ; for the editor lieads his sheet with ‘ lat. 40“ 
45' 44", long. IIT 20' fi4'V t'losely followed by the 
announcement that the ‘Deseret News’ is ‘imblished 
every other Saturday at a cliargc of 2^ dollars Ibr six 
months, if paid in advance, or 15 cents for a single 
copy. Tlic chargt' for advertisements of twelve lines 
is dollars for the first insertion, and 50 cents for 
each repetition. A list of agents succ^ds, among 
w hom is ‘ Bishox) Ilolladay, and all the acting bi6hox>s 
in the city and subscribers arc informed that the 
piipcr will Ix) ‘ delivoied at the ^st-office, wdiich will 
be open cadi Sabbath th)ni tw-eht to one o’clock p.m,* 

Presently we come to a ‘ Patbiarchal Notice.— 
I take this mctlnxl to notify tlic brethren of the city 
and 'vicinity, that 1 will attend to a)} calls in the line 
of my. office hereafter, particiilarly on Saturdays and 
Mondays of each week ; also on other days of the wreck 
when convenient. John Smith, Pairicuxft. 

* N, B , — Office near the nortli-w'cst comer of the 
Temple Block.* 

Then wc have a ‘ Proclamatlm to the Saints,* or a 
‘Word of Wisdom,* particularly recommended *to the 
twelve high priests, seventies, elders> bitdiops, priests, 
teachers, deacons, brethren, and*sisterB.’ Wiwe is 
only to be used for the sacrament^ and ‘this 
iHi wine— ye^ pure wine of tho^ tlie vine, of 

your make. And again, strong drinks are not for the 
Mly, but for the washing of your bod^; And ajiain^ 
is riot for the iKiayi neithe ; 

is n5l^«g)d for man ; but « herb for bruises and idL 
sick eattlerto be need u^ith judgment aitd skill. Arid 
agai% hot drinks arc not to belly.* 

Ihiclatations folloiv in a simUw stinin corioerniiig tiiO 
uses of doth, fhiits, grain, and tei^blei $ an^^ the 
‘Word of Wisdom’ eonofidea wUb the pertinent im 


quiry-— ‘ Why is it not %vi8dom to mslte a common 
practice of jifrlrikiiig tea, coffee, or hot driijks bf any 
kind ? Physicians, philosophers, elders in Israel, will 
you please to giiawer 

Otlfer s^ubjects are treated in accordance with the 
iifljprest felt in ihein by tlie community to whom they 


the gowmog’s message, and sat 4or four days, adjourned 
to tlm first Monday in JdWiiry. Erom another sen- 
tence w;^ gatbi^r that a nilnt is established, for the 
tifliing office is announced as removed to a room in the 
coin-stamping edifice. Under date November JO, wc 
read that the inailsiltartQd fur the United States, escorted 
by several military oncers, from a major down to a 
They w^ent ‘ over the big mountain,* and 
thenigh^rCscucc^a mule and a man from ‘seven 
iiirgt" white shaggy wolves.* The mail inwards ‘passed 
\|irough snow from one to three feet in depth for seven- 
teen days,* bearing important dispatches from Wash- 
ington. • 

Among miscellanco\is matters, we are told that ‘ the 
improvements of, the age are great — such ns making 
gootl cheese of potatoes, sewing more than a yard per 
minute without hands,* setting horse -shoes without 
nails, making many Ijjg candles with ^little tallow, pre- 
serving butter perfectly sweet for years without salt, 
restoring and preserving siglit without glasses; and 
almost everything, except being saved without keeping 
the commandments.* Prom tliis it would appear that 
tlie Rocky Mountains are no barrier to the march of 
intellect ; neither is the editor without an eye to busi- 
ness, for in another paragrax>li, headed Hags ! Rags ! ! 
Rags ! 1 1 he counsels his readers to ‘ Save their rags — 
everybody in Deseret, save your rags; old wagon- 
covers, tents, quilts, shirts, &c, &<!. are wanted fitf 
paper. The most efficient measures,* he coutifiues, 

* arc in progress to put a paper-mill in oj>eratiou tlie 
coming season in this valley, and all ydlir rags will be 
w^anted. Make your woollen rags into carpeting, and 
save importation.’ Literature makes a demonstration 
in ‘ Novels I^^ivels 1 1 all the latest for sale, .by J. & 
E. Rkkse;* and the ‘Parent ScIkk)!* is advertised as 
‘under the direction and supervision of Professor 
Orson Spencer,* with a favourable prospect * for a rapid ' 
advancement in the sciences,* at eight dollars per quar- 
teT, ‘ one-half in advance.* Samuel W. Ricliards an- 
nounces himself as the ‘ ai)pointed committee to make 
preparation and give any information necessary and 
W. Woodruff intimates thaf rcailers would do w'oll to 
imrchase from his ‘ large and w'ell-selocied assortment 
of school-lxwUs,’ ‘that their children may be rapidly 
advanced in the various branches which will be tauglit 
the present venter.* T he gch| aliead prfriciple seems to 
be nut less activa,,^Qn{^neMol)iiuMis than among the* 
other population of the United Stateb. . 

The ‘sex* arc cared for by "wdio 

‘invites the ladies of Great Balt Liutc City arid vici- 
nity, to the inspection ^of a superior assortment of 
velvet, silk, satin, and straw bonnets, and a variety of 
milUnery and fain^goods;* and ^be fathers, brothers, 
and husbands of the fo^^er are assured by William P. 
M‘Intire that ‘lA is prepared to make coats, bloaks, 
mnts, ai|d vesks, in the la^t and most approved styles.* 
Nor are other physical requirements forgotten : * a 
supply of tosh beef is con^ontly oh hand at the bid 
stand of B. Btringham, a little south of thb^C^ 
H^e j* and Gharles A^iite Ms prapaibd fo ail 
hinds offSteKk to his herd grohiia Rock, 

twerit/ niito west of this cte oh wh 

week ;’ and shingles are served at 5 dblJarB 60 cents 
pqr thousand, ?vhen the is toldiibed, and 50 

boisto deducted when the ttohir it roiled on the log- 
Wjay, luid the sUnglea reiifoyedr,feyjt&b bivrier as fast as 
. :ih«hu^taredi^ ■ .■ 
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From, ajl hems w §nay form some Woa t)f 
the doingt of settlers ; there » im 

I evident touch of originality them, ‘ which will 

peihaps ^sappeatir when the great national railway 
fT<nn the, Atj^tfc to the Facile fi]iall be‘duisheda We 
pur neiice with two advertisements which app^ 
tp ^ ^ni^ue of their kind ‘ Willi^ ^now, Fiq.* 
pul>liSlies 1 ^ ‘ Fair Warning 1 Third atia LallJggU>^ 
All persons indebted to Sam’i BringhUrst fofmaking 
cities, are requested to c^l and settle their accounts 
forthwith, if they wi^ iimaave cost, as he hqs gone 
south, and left them in my hands for coliection, for the , 
support of his wifi^ who is in want of tne wheat imme- 
^atety.* And P. P.T^att announces, that he * is intend- 
ing to take his departure on the January 1861, 

and majr be absent for some rears on a foreign mission : 
This is, therefore, to inform Iiis debtors that he frankly 
forgives all debts due him, and calls ^ pon all persons 
who have demands against Ifon to present them for 
payment on or before the 25th of December next, on 
ever after hold their peace, as he wishes his fiimily, 
during his absence, to be free from sm^h annoyances 
as duns, blacksmiths, cobblers, lawyers, sheriffs, and 
butchers* bills, And should he live to return, he 
would like to rest in peace, without having old debts 
to stare him in ^he face. ■ ♦ 

With such contents the ‘Deseret News* may very 
fairly claim to rank with the Callosities of Literature. 
The sheets a iiundrod years hence will often be quoted 
as evidence of the ‘gotii old times.* 

THINGS TALKED OF IN LONDON. 

JIftfy JSSI. 

On the morning of the 1st I walked from the north- 
east quarter of our vast city to its western suburb, and 
on the way could not help being struck by tlie deserted 
andfquiet appearance of many of the off-streets. Nu- 
inerons shops being shut, gave them somewhat of a 
Sunday look. JJut on emerging into a main thorough- 
fare— Oxford Street, for iustance — the scene was dif- 
ferent. There a great human tide was flowing west- 
ward, attracted by the Imig'^fAlfced-of opening of the 
Exliibition. I entered Hyde Park by thj marble arch 
— which, by the way, looks uncommonly well on its 
new site— -and just within the gate came upon the rear 
of the line of carriages, the foremost of which was more 
than a mile distant. Here was an earnest of wliot 
might be expected on getting nearer to the culminating 
point f and strolling quietly onwards, I watched tlie 
visit^ as they advanced^ along the numerous paths 
whida interseef the sward. On they come in pairs, or 
groups of tens and twenties, all animated and expectant, 
and in their jilks and satins, browicloth and cotton, ex- 
Moiting not a few triumphs of British industry. At 
ithe Apslcy House gal^ anAoxcitement were 

still more remark^e ; and it hajiiiSned to some indi- 
vidualg Piccadilly, not far ftom the Park, 

and wh<fset out tb ride to the Crystal ](alacc, that they 
had toi>e driven ea6tw;ardB as far as Long Acre before 
they could fall into the line carriages. Already the 
grand avenue of apprcKich was flanked closely-packed 
rows of sight-seers, flv© or sis deep, gifted apparently 
with unwonted powers of pati&ce ai^ endurance, and 
growing denser and broader 4he nearer tp the j^^iUdiug. 
Everything coniqiired to give an iuipositig effect to tbb 
latter, for the Mayday suu shone brightly, under which 
the glass glisten^ aid the gay flags looked ga^ as 
they shook in the lawexe. On every side of the ; 

were congregated the iast-inei^fo^ 
seemed mijpacuioas that wme w^ hurt as carnii|h* 
carriage lip to^the several entrances, auij 'ms-' 

open djom as jaj^^ 
catche glimpse of tbie tareaaiires 
or^^pe of the 


filling away in a hieUded maze of n^, white, tfod blue. 
Hie model fHgtite on the Ser|^tinc|docorated with flags 
.and hmflit^ ftom bowsprit tov^nker-bpom, presented 
in herself an olfleet of much attraotion, and between 
the water and the building the throngs were greatest. 
Look'whichever#vay you would, thousands upon thou- 
sands - of human beings met the eye ; every diso and 
vonti4Ee-grouiid shewed tiw above tier of heads. Be- 
yond the Serpentine, toa*' the crowds vrere npt less 
numerous, forming an unbroken line along the' bank, 


numerous, forming an unbroken line along the bank, 
witli irregular columns stretching far up the slopes 
between the trees. It was a most impressive spectacle 
—such a gathering as few or none of us will ever see 
again. Hundreds of thousands assembled in a spirit of 
order and good-liumour, to celebrate the most famous 
holiday that England has yet seen. 

By and by was heard the clang of tniflipets, and a 
distant shoqt, which came nearer and nearer ; tlie 
helmets and plumes of a troop of horse seemed to swini 
rapidly along between the lines of spectators ;• a car- 
riage followed, stopped at the northern entrance, and 
on rile summit of the transept the royal banner, rising 
to tne top of the flagstaff, announced that the Queen 
had entered the Crystal Palace. Presently the Nationnl 
Anthem, Sung by the choirs inside, was heard sounding 
through the glass walls and roof; then a pause, folio werl 
by alti^nating swells and silences of the organs, and 
ending with the mighty Hallolujali clionis; while with- 
out tlie thuiider of cannon proclaimed the inauguration 
complete. ^ 

How impressive the moral ! For the first time since 
the world began &n ovation had been accorded to 
.Labour ! Here thought, and skill, and the rude might 
of the horny band, shewed themselves in their majesty ; 
and industry, wondrous iu fonn and exhaustless in 
energy, triumphed over the idle, the incaimble, and the 
inane. 

As yet the feeling of all who have seen the Exhibi- 
tion is the reverse of disappointment ; and before long, 
when the cost of admission cennes down to a shilling, 
we sliall be overwhelpficd Vith details and descriptions. 
Meantime, exc(?pt certain chagrins to the exhibitors, i 
all goes on pUmsantly. • The better to kxH'p emptivtf 
foreigners in order, we have importetl a troop of Prus- 
sian imd French police; but the chances of their heing 
needed to quell turbulence is lielieved to be as reinot<? 
as the rumoured blowing-up of the Crystal Palace with j 
gunpowder. The labels in shop-windows, announcing 
that foreign tanguages are spoken within, are multiply- 
ing, in many instances deceitfully ; and here and there 
you see a notice in German at newspaper (jfllces, asking 
for compositors. Of the activities promoted by the 
Exhibition, that of pnnting seems at present the most 
lively. 

You. may now know whereabouts you are when 
walking our streets, for the names of the thoroughfares 
are newly and universally painted at their extremities 
and intersections. And our red-frockod slioe-blacks 
stand ready, in convenient localities, to develop tJie 
latent properties of Day & Martin — an operation 
which, owing to its novelty, attracts a crowd of on- 
lookem And go wharo you will, prints, books, maps, 
or medals, all more or less relating to the Exhibition, 
are thrust upon your notice^ by clamorous venders. 
But ! must now beg*]eavc to pass to other topics. 

Of course remember Kinkel, who was professor 
at llftnii) and got shut up in pristm at^pandau for 
meddling wltb polHics^ and afterwards made his escape: 
bo is now deflvering atCQurse of twriTe lectures on the 
Tlieatif,* at one of our 'west-end assemWy- 
room«« There are many who will go to hear gh^cele- 
Imiled Gennan from other motives than those of mere 
(maeiotip'* Them have been some good lectures too 
at the jfoyal Xnstitutioilt inebading a second from Fara- 
day on the magnetism of the atmosi^ere-^poimlarising 
the impOriant focts contained in the papers which I 
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told y<m. i#rae time vrere wad Tsefow the BoJjal 
Society. But tho^osi. notable philosophical aubjeci 
which has come ohlbr dvciitesion of latevis ^th’e much- 
talked -of pendulum experiment, wliich liaving'fli*^ 
come to light at Paris^ has been subsequently repeated 
in several parts of Europe, and in qur own country! 
The originator is M. Foucalt, who, as stated in his 
communication to the Aeaddmie, first discovert the 
phenomenon in question wliile conducting a series of 
observations on the pendulum in . the cellar cf^ his 
house. By means of it, the rotation or thd earth on 
its axis is said to be demonstrated as clearlysas* by 
astronomical observations. At first sight^it sdems im- 
possible that any contrivance which partakes of the 
motion of the earth could be made to exhibit that 
motion. The explanation, however, appears to be, that 
the plane of vibration, or line of direction, in which % 
pendulum is 8(3t going, never alters, no^ithstandinj^ 
that the point of susi^ension * may be carried round by 
the efftth’s rotation; consequently if a j^cndulum be 
made to vibrate at the pole, wo can understand that an 
object fixed in the earth at one extremity of the line of 
vibration will,^n twenty-four hours, have been carried 
round the other extremity, and brought back to its 
starting-point — the pendulum all the time having .been 
swinging in the same line, and thus rendering the rota- 
tion evident. 'Ilie same effect, witli differences of time 
according to latitude, would l»e observed Oh descending 
from the pole, until, on reaching the equator, tlu^ result 
altoL'cther disaj^pears, owing to pertain compensating 
i‘ain>os best uiiders total by mathematicians. In order 
to test the fact, especial pains mu#t be taken with the 
mode of su8i>ending the jKindulum, which should be a 
wire with n. perfectly round hall or bob at tlie lower 
end. The l)cst inode of suspension is said to'lic to pass 
the wire through a hole in a plate of metal, and secure 
it on the upp r side, w'horeby no bias is given to the 
swing. 

f^iiplKisc a fjcndulum set agoing according to these 
conditions, and liuiig from the centre of a ceiling : you 
make a perpendicular mark ‘directly in a line with the 
wire on one of the walls towards which the boh swings: 

1 1 ten immediately op|K)8ite, nAr the farther wall, you 
fix an upright sight-staff, w Inch sliall be precisely in a 
line with the wdre and ilic mark on the >vall beyond, 
'i.’he adjustment may Ix' made exact, by placing the 
eye at one .side of the staff, in the same w^ay that 
j jockeys ‘take sights’ at races. Go away for an hour, 
j nd then apply your ('ve a second time: fou will find 
i that the. staff has liecn carried to the left, or the course 
followed hylhc hands of a waU:h : the pendulum has 
preserved its line of direction, biU the earth is rotating 
round it ; and thus hour after flour the staff w'ill be 
carried onwards, until itj^as performed an entire revo- 
lution. The time required to complete the circle here, 
in London, is said to he 30 hours 40 minutes, and at 
raris, owing to diflerencc of latitude, 32 liours 8 
minutes ; and herein consists an insuperable difiiculty 
lor tliose unacquainted with matlicmatical laws. How 
i it, they ask, that the revolution round the pen- 
‘iulum and the rotation of the earth arc not coin- 
cident — namely, twenty-four liotirs? No satisfactory 
popular solution has yet been given. Some other 
j <'ml)arra8sing points havf been urged, whicli I need not | 
stay to particularise; but as Proftssor Baden Powell, 
as.sisted by Mr Wheatstone, is to gjive an cxperitientJil 
lecture on subject at the Boy al Institution, we 
shall soon knov<^ whether the apparent effixit bo an illu- 
sion or not. The subject was much^ked of at Lord ; 
KogsO'S first soirere, given at’ the (feginniug or tlie 
laoKTh ;#and two of the naost distinguished Fellows of 
Trinity College, Dublin, gave clear demonstrations of 
the pUenomenon. I may tell yoi^ imwgver, that several 
of our most eminent niatj^emsficlmis discredit as- 
sumed results altogether: rneanttmo the managers of 
the Polytechnie Institute are exhibiting tlie pendulum 


aeperiment to all whose gcuriosity impels them to have 
ocular demonstration of the rotation of the oartk. 

Abcordiiig to M. Baudrimont, a plumb-line at rest 
will shew the fact fts well as a pendulum in motion; 
and lie inforirfs^be J^cad^mic, that an Instrument might 
1» constructed which ‘would servo not only to deraon- 
stfate the diui^al movement of the earth, but could also 
for an exact division of time. If we sup- 
pose/ h^ continues, ‘St solid mass supported on an axis, 
round j which it cart move freely ; and if we admit, 
besidev^, thiit this axis is itv^ntained parallel to that of 
the earth, whatever may be the place of observation, it 
will be found fliat the mass disposed as described, and 
subjected to those forces solely whfch may compel it to 
a circular movcnjpst round the axis of the earth, would, 
by virtue of the inertia of matter, behave in such a way 
lljtat one of its meridian planes would remain parallel 
isli' a {dano supjysed to be fixed in space, and that by an 
dj|[>i‘Hrent movement it I'ould appojir to perform a revo- 
dution round its axis, while in reality it w^ould l>e only 
“he earth that turneci.’ 

You will jecollect my calling your attention to M. 
Chas. Mene’s cheinico-horticiiltural experiments : since 
those were reported, he has made others with a vio^v to 
ascertain the proportion of azote taken up by growing 
plants. In a barren eoK, composed cliicfly of pounded 
glass, lie sowed wheat and peas, anj aiiplied no other 
moisture than distilftd water. Tlie plants grew ; but 
on comparing their quantity of azote with that con- 
tained in seeds of the same, the peas had not increased 
more than one- third, and tlie wheat one-fourth. He 
next raised several other kinds of vegetables under a 
handlight, in which he created a determinate atmo- 
sphere, and analysed it daily. The constituents of this 
atmosphere were — twenty-five parts eaoli of oxygen and 
carbonic acid, and fifty of azote ; and it w’^as found, as 
the experiment w^nt on, that although the plants liad 
‘fixwl,’ a portion of the latter gas — the quantity ak first 
thrown in — w^as not diminished. From all of which 
M. !Mfene infers, that ‘ plants absorb f»om the soil and 
from manure all tlie azote necessary to them, and that 
they do not tgke it directly from the atmosphere.’ 

Passing to other matters, Messrs Wertheim and Bre- 
guct have hef^n (‘xperimenting on the rate of velocity of 
sound in telegraph wdres, as observed on the Versailles 
Baihvay. The Ixjst signal was found to be the stroke of 
a hammer on one of the posts. The blow being struck, 
an attendant, holding a chronometer, noted the precise 
instant of the concussion ; w^hile another, stationed far 
away, noted its arrival. The greatest distance over 
which it was possible to test the transmission was 4067 
metres; for, singularly enough, the stfUnd would not 
pass through a tunnel, notwithstanding tliat its inten- 
sity was such as would have been jierceptible at a much 
greater distance. The r ate w ^as ascertained to l>e 3485 
metres in a lee^d, whiWjnJteorc^^lly, it shouldjiavet 
been 4(>34. Tlie question is to be^irther investigated 
on a lino where great lengths of wdie indepen- 
dent of tunnels.. • ' 

Our doctors have been tidking about certain medical 
and physiological subject! which have also come before 
the Acadt^mic. One is M. Buisstn’s announcement of 
a cuue for hydropltobia : it was written in 1835, and 
placed, sealed upf in the hands of the scientific corpora- 
tion, and has^only recently been opened. In the year 
specified, M. Buisson wras called on to bleed a woman 
who Jiad been bitten by a wad dog. While his liands 
wei^^ovcred with W he wiped them with a towel 
I had been used to wipe the foam from the mouth 
disregarding a sore that had formed on 
Ont ,# hV iuger^ At the end of nine dajns he was 
sehBOT vvith the usual symptom# of hydrophobia : pain 
iu the throat and eyes ; dislike of viewing brilliant 
ohjeets ; ilesire to run and bites; flpd, eventually, horror 
of tho sight of water, ‘From t]^ whole of the symp- 
toms,* to quotS his <nvn words, ‘he judged himself 
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vith ^ydro|jlM>bi% and resolved to terniinatd 
his life 4)y. stifling hliiself In a vapourrbath. Having 
entered onoYor the purpose, he caused the *iieat to bo 
raised 107? degrees 36 niinutes Falirenh^t* wh(m he^^w^ 
equally stupds^ and delighted tP ' tree 

from hB (somplaint. He left the bathing*room welh 
din^ heaxtUy, and drank more than usi:^!. * Since thtit 
time he has treated in the same manner 
ci^ty persons bitten, in four of ^hom the symptoms 
had declared theinsolves ; and in no case iias jailed, 
except in that of ope Ch3d seven years ol8, wh# died 
in the bath/ ^ 

You are perhaps aware that the incurable nature at 
diabetes is a subject Vhich has for a long time engaged 
the attention of eminent physiologiaiU in this country 
and on the oontinent. M. Bernard, a french anatomist, 
states that he has found a remedy in tlie dividing of 
the pneumo-gastriAm|^oai*«^n operatiqp which, as he 
shews, prevcntp^^l^ij^^ of sugar in the liver. I 
This conclusion ^^IjiqF^ver, been questioned ; and Dr j 
Mitchell of GlasgO^’nriis, after numerous experiments,' 
that the result is not positive, and that/vliatever be 
the kind of food eaten, sugar may always be traced in 
the liver ; if not in the surface veins, then in those which 
lie deeper. His summary is : ‘That sugar exists uni- 
formly and normally in the blo#<l of the heart; that its 
presence there is yidciiendent of diet ; that the st^ar is 
found specially concentrated in flie liver of animals; 
tliat there is reason to believe tl^gt it is formed in the 
liver, Avhich thus becomes the seat imd origin of tlie 
sugar.* From tills it will he seen that an important 
subject of inquiry is liere open to physiologists. Ac- 
cordii^ to Prout, the liver is the vegetative organ of 
animals, and chemistry and anatomy will liavc to work 
hand in hand to get at the secret wliicli has so long 
baffled research. It >vili be no small triumph to ^s- 
eover a remedy against the malady in question, which, 
as Dr MitcJieil observes, ‘ has hitherto been regarded 
as beyond the reach of the vis-modicatrix.’ 

Another medical subject which lias come under dis- 
cussion, is the statement made by Dr Louis Henry on 
the application of the cold douche to lymphatic, dilor 
rotic, and certain nervoua iliaeases. Ho repirds it as 
more sure and rapid than any otlicr hygiAiic remedy. 
Kine children, from three to twelve years of age, who 
came under the treatment, and of most decid^^ lym- 
phatic tem^ierament, were completely converted, in the 
course of two years, to a sanguine tempcrammit ; and 
adults in a chrome lan|niSd condition have had their 
circulation restored to its normal state by the same 
application. It is another test of hydropathy. Then 
there is M. Goftdret, who offers to boti&e Idniself to 
Solpgne, one of the most unlieal thy districts of France, 
or to Algeria, according as the Actidemie may decide, 
as ha wishes to prove that liis theory of dry cupjping 
4br the cure of interj^tteift^^ftaers, for the sliiver- 
ings which attend otlier a^*ctiofia is a safe and 
efiectual OM^^And another saremt, M. Burq, shews 
that several neuAlgio complaints, whidi^iure nearly 
always negative, may be cured by applying a plate of 
, inetd to the part affected^ T|!is plate is to bo eff silver, 
gold, sM, mr copp^^^ according to the 

symptoms. Hence tlie disease being ipven, th^ 
remains to determine tlie pectftiar m#tal foreffeetbg 
the cure. a,' 

Allied to tins attb^tis M. 

on mortality in l^nmce, vidiich it appears. tUatii 
daring tlie last half 6f the last century, Out of 10, 
births, not more,tbaii.6d62 were aliye at the flfth year ; 
iviiile at present the number is 6641^ Th# fO|^er weie 
selected Tesjalbi, ^ are taken on the aterage 

During the last five yea^ 

! one of cholera aim 
id deatly b Mle 

^ 7 fewer fleaths b t b of the 

^nlury, when neib^ dit«^ 


of tlie 
arhkh 



prJvallod. On a comparison betw^h Lillmiifl Man- 
ohestef, M. Duflin fliids, contrary tf expectation, that 
the balance jof health is gredtly ill favour of the former 
city*- , 

You will perhaps consider that I have said enough 
for the present about physiology and statistics of health. 
I condude, therefore, with a rare fact— the Dunmow 
flitch nas just been claimed by a couple who have com- 
piled with the anciently-prel(^ibed conditions. 

^ ^ ^ 

, J" GRACE .OF CLYDESIDE. 

*' Ah, little Oj'acS of the golden locks ! 

(The hills rise fair on the banks of Clyde,) 

As the merry waves wear out these rocks, 

She wears my heart out, glides past, and mocks ; 

(But heaven's gato ever stands open wide.) 

The boat go^s softly along, along ; 

Like a river of lift glows the amber Clyde ; 

Her voice floats near mo like augols’ song ; « 

Oh, sweet lovC'death, but thy pan^ arc strong ! 
Though heaven's gate ever Btands open wide. 

\\4 walk by the shore, and the stars shine bright, 

Bui cold!)’, above the solemn Clyde ; 

Her anu touches minr, her laugh rings light ; 

God hcari my ailetice ! — His merciful night 
Hides me.— * heaven bo open wide I 

I ever was but a dreamer, Grace ; 

A»tho gray hills watch o*er the flowing Clyde, 
Standing far off, each in his place, 

I watch your young life’s beautiful race 
Apart — 'till heaten's gates be open wide. 

And sometimes when in the twilight balm, 

Thcr hills grow golden along the Clyde, 

The waves flow silent and very calm, 

1 bear all nature sing this one iisaliii — 

That * heaven’s gate ever stands open wide.* 

So, happy Grace, with your spirit free, 

Laugh on ! — lift is sweet on the banks of Clyde ! 

It is no blame unto thee pr me; 

Only God saw this could not be, 

Iherefore His heaven^ stands open wide. 

But youth’s mom passes ; swift follows cve ; 

Age cometh, ev’ji on the shores of Clyde ; 

Ah, then, if my soul its place can leave. 

It will whisper thee ; * Love, fear not nor grieve! — 

See ! — heaven’s gate ever stands open wide ! ’ 
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THE WORLD ‘AT LAlfGE.’ 

Wk afl remember the story of the poor lunatic who 
told a visitor of the asylum one day, that he and his 
companions r^jpardwl tlie world out of doors as tiad, 
while the world out of doors regarded them as mail ; 
tlic former, he said, being the majority, had got the 
upper hand, ‘ and here w'e are ! ’ The anecdote has 
its point chiefly from the sha<low of truth there is in 
it. Tliat tnitli was enunciated by a physician, when 
lie predicated of all men tliat they are a little iniwl. Ily 
wliidi we linderstand it to be nv?ant that most men 
have some foible or infatuation about them, mnounting 
to something like lunacy. AVc believe, after all. that 
there is a decided and essential distinction about minds 
which are f)r may liecome insane ; and, as a correlative 
of this proiwsition, that the remainder of mankind— 
fortunately th" majority — however marked by strange 
infirmitie?, hobbies, crotchets, or incoutrollablo pas- 
sions, do posses.s a iiropert.^ of solidity which insures 
them pretty well against ever becoming fit iuinates for 
the asylum. Yet it must he oviiied that the distinc- 
tions arc sometimes a little oh%curc, and that one occa- 
sionally meets with persons deemed fit to bo at large 
for whom it might be as well that they were shut up, 
and likewise with pcrson.s wlio, if not in the ordinary 
strain of their life, yet in some particular crisis, act 
with such a disregard of common sense, that to suspect 
tliem of at least a temporary insanity miglft not merely 
i>c justifiabli;, but lenient. 

If, iTulccd, w'c take one by one the ordinary marks of 
insanity, as dc’fined by physiciaiV*? shall find that 
nearly all of them inay be attributed to certain persons 
reputedly sane. 

It is, for example, a strong trait of the insane that 
their affections become pen erted or depraved. They 
take up causeless antipathies to their nearest relations, 
Avitli vrliom they have lived up to that time in perfect 
amity. Now, we assuredly see instances of nearly the 
same peculiarity in the portion of mankind which 
remains at large. Wc once know something of a 
gentleman of fortune who was not without either 
talents or good feelings, HUt who contracted, for no appa- 
rent causc^ and maintained for a long course of ^nirs, 
a hatred of l^s children. He kept tliem all at a\livs- 
tanoe from him, gave them nothing which the law w^onb 
permit him to keep from them, atid dj|jl not allow ^ven 
tlx^^l^tbbtHl of one of them to soften his rabid anti- 
pathy. AVe have known several other parents of Ijpth 
sexes who had what npi>earcd a morbid dislike of their 
children, and yet no one ever ^rcaoiA of thoi^ being 
unfit manage their own affairs. 

feature of the confbssedly hwane is atiispo- 


to act un^er what appear inadequate motives, ^r 
I h scarcely any reeo^isable motive at all. There is 
j||, striking absurdity in the object they seek after, and 
an irrelevancy in their way of attaining it. With head- 
long zeal the^ pursue things and follow practices which 
appear indifferent, or incapable of producing any serious 
benefit ; perhaps, wdtli a good course before ihemi they 
deliberately enter upon # wrong one, wdiere destruction 
lies in wait to sw^allow them up. ]^ut is not this a 
tolerably correct desAiption of the conduct of no small 
part of the world at large ? 

A gentleman of reputed sanity knows perfectly well, 
as most people know', that it is the property of much 
wine to brutalise, to produce present and future pain, 
and to disorganise the wdiole course of a decorous and 
j prosperous existence. Yet ,w'ith this knowledge, and 
for no reason which can be made appreciable by the 
i hulk of mankind, he deliberately submits himself to 
I this degradation, misery, and ruin. The gamfster 
I know'S equally well how fickle a patroness is Fortune, 

! and w'hat traps and pitfalls beset all Aer paths. Yet 
w'c sliall see liim going day .after day, with a collected 
mind and in a steady pace, to spend his precious hours 
.at her table.* Motive, object, design, are liero mani- 
festly vile and contemptible ; and the fatal tendency is 
fully presented to view'. How could the conduct of 
lunatics in any point of view be worse ? 

A gentleman has inherited or otherwise become pos- 
sessed of a handsome income, winch, with fair econoni}', 
is fitted to maintain liimsclf and his family in comfort 
all his life, besides enabling him to maj^e some provi- 
sion for those dependent upon him. But, instead of 
living in ratiojial comfort within hisipcome, he launches 
into a course of vanity and extravag^ce, such as twice 
the revenue Vould scars^fj^havc^suflteii^ to supj»ort.< 
Now the end of^ucli a career is wtdi asceif'^ained. The 
time w'heil it w ill occur can be calculated^^^ipq^i^ Tlie 
kind of life wdiic^ will ensue when the patient has 
fallen into the hands of lyedltors is clearly seen in the 
previous experience of multitu(^es who “walk about, 
object# pity, tafldng of their embarrassments when 
they should rather confess their frauds. And yet our 
victim ^^l go^deliberatelypon to the fatal abyss, as if 
he were under some delusion as to the number of twos 
w'Jiic^^ there are in four, or supposed himself by some 
^m^ic sleight exempted from the ordinary laws of bur 
l 1 eeonon^. In what respect can we say thiit such 
apersc^ is to be distinguished from a luhatlcf His 
jscphdnct seems as destitute of adpqu^O motive as that 
of any madman, and be appears as reckliess of conse- 
quencos. Yet how many peoplgt o^ paSwabte repute in 
society, live in this monner-^wldte they can I 
A mercantile man had reaUie^ A fortune 


by Ills ^<ius<ay# attid satr himifelf at forty-^flvo emablcd 
to ^ ^ piirdiaae itti ostate 

theri^ an elegant life, while 

scores o£ hii |b^ obliged stiU^to con- 

tinue in the tniinoU and racMug anxio^ties of business, 
with but a pooir chimce of coming off hglf loj^ell aft^r 
a miicii longer perseveranco in their respective concerns. 
Ihifl man, so rarely blest in the mercantpe sense of 
tile Word, lived very happily for a short time in Ris new 
place; but by; and by he Sad accomplished ail ftie im- 
provements in bis residence which the utmost fngcnuity 
could suggest ; he hftd seen all the new faces around him, 
and exhausted all the ordinary kui^s of social enjoy* 
ment within his reach. He was not without a taste for 
country sports ; but they did nol satisfy him. In (Jme, 
he began to find his hours of J|pisure Ising heavy upon 
his hands. Bis active spirit, formerly expended in 
trading speculation, now turned in upon and tormentec 
himseljC Just at that time a mercantile relative sought 
his co-operation in some trading schemes ; and, unable 
to resist the temptation, lie once more embarkotl in 
business, though pnly designing to devote to it a por- 
tion of his time. Very soon fhe exigences of his new 
concern drew liiKi wholly back i^do a life of business, 
and engrossed all his available resoiy^es. The reader 
foresees the end. Ere many years had elapsed, this 
worthy but restless man had lost the wliole of Iiis for- 
tune, and found liimself, in his deedining days, ohUg(‘d 
to work harder for a decent subsistence tlian it was 
necessary to do in his youth for a fortune. Wc must 
pity and deplore the fate of such a man; but it must 
be acknowledged that between the Tiiotivelessness of 
his conduct, and the either no-motive or inadequate 
motive of a lunatic, it is difficult to draw any dis- 
tinciion. , - * 

Wc remember seeing a story in an old book to sor .e- 
tliing like the following purport: — A genth man of 
fortune visited a lunatic a^^ylutn, wdicre Jlie treatment 
consisted chiefly of forcing tlie patients to stand in tubs 
of cold water, those slightly affected up to tlie kne* s ; 
others, whose cases were graver, up to the miildie; 
wliilc pcjrsons very seriously ill were iininersed up to 
the neck. The visitor entered into conversation with 
one of tlie patients, who appeared to ha^'e some curio- 
sity to know hOw the stranger passed his time out of 
doors. • 

‘ I have horses and greyhounds for coursing,’ smd 
tbs latter in reply to the other’s question. 

*AhI these are very e^mgj^sive.* - 

*Ye8; they cost me a great deal ^»f money in the 
ybar, but they arc the best of their kind.’ 

^Hafe you anf^thihg mote?’ 

* Yes ; I have a pack of hounds fdt huntuig the fox.’ 

* And they cost a great ddyi too ? ’ 

VA very great des«. And 1 havjeHflrds for hawking.’ 

J*! aee: Urds for hunting pthcr birds. And these 
swefl iip Ibp expen^ 1 das^ t 

‘ You my say that, for i*iey are not «ommwir in this 
country. And then I go out alone with my 

gun, accompanied by a setter and a retriever/ „ 

‘ And th^ are etpe^ive , 

‘ Of course. Af^r aibit is not the anlmi^ 
oelver that run away with the mohey : the# mqst .be 
K”’ look after ftiem, hbuses to* 

;fer': of foxes 

«nonnmii'ievettiie. they must cost 


ymi i Now, wjiat I want to know M this, \W)af return 
do they.pay?— what doea your jfear’s sporting pro- 
duce?* • * 

‘ Wliy, wo kill a fox now and then — only they are 
getting rather scarce hereabouts — and we seldom bag 
less ttin fifty bface of birds each season/ 

‘Hark!* said the lunatic, looking anxiously round 
lum. *,My friend’ — in ai^ earnest whisper — ‘there is 
the gate behind you; take. my advice, and be off out 
of thi| pUoe .while you are safe. Don’t let the doctor 
get* eyes upon you. He ducks us to some purpose, 
‘ But, as sure as you ore a living man, he w’ill hnlf- 
drown yoa / ** 

As to this gentleman’s case, wo inny bo told tlint 
there is a motive quite intelligible for his conduct. J Ic 
desires amusement; this course of life anniflcs him, 
therefore he adopts it. It may even be said tliat in 
point of expense he is fully justifiable ; itisamatl r 
on which he is entitled to judge for himself. would 
say, on the other hand, Hint a man’s amusemeiUs ought 
to be rational, and tliat there should be gome fair pro- 
portion between tlie amusement and the asepense, - 
ing to the common ideas of mankind. Tlie arnusem* nt 
is at once too trivial and too expensive to Tne'*^ <' 
ordinary ideas of men, and therefore it in ay 
sonably be brought into contrast with th.e i\ : 
luuacie.s. 

It strikes us that there is a still stronger roai ic (r. 
true Insanity in the tendency to attach a false impi v- 
taiice to things, or«to disproivirtion, as it weio, the 
emotions to the o])jeet8 by •wliich tliey are cn^ i!e> 
And yet it cannot Ix^ said that lliis tendency is confin- ti 
to tlie insiUK*. The whole theatre of the I'eputedly-.s.wie 
world is full of cases of thi.s kind of absurdity. I.ai it 
person Bee.s it in his neiglibours, while fuiTurj: to 
it in himself. In creeds and religions practices p:if i i- 
cularly, how multiform the illusions and lanatici. 
leading to the nio.st prepo.sterous eondiu i, d tr> t 
violation of the finest srieial affections, • »li i 
time the dictates of ‘religion pure and undeliletr 
trampled under foo^ c.nd forgotUm. If >ve cahiily 
vi.rw the manias whicb f^oin 'ime to time arise in 
tiiis dopurtment of human aliairs, we sluill (*er(!<iiily 
be at a loss to dhstingiiish tliem from many ni 
the ernirs of the di.seased brain. Look again at lb: 
paroxysms of merenutile speculation whieli oeea: l* e- 
iiUy take place. A frantic ineJination to ‘inv^, st’ sn! 
denly takes^ios session of a large portion of ih puhli . 
Attaching an iinportiince to wealth far by.tjiid tii 
reality, and hlind to liazard, men lay out their havh 
earnings in some promising scheme — nay', are dciigiii ' 
when their money taken off tlicir hands, as if i' ■ 
being left there 'iverc the losing of sonie goltlen ojii or- 
tuiiity. Now, men know' that it is dangerous to ha^U n 
to be rich, and that to tliiiik of attaining wealth oilier- 
wise than by hard work, diligence, and fnigaliiy, is i i 
ordinary circumtrtanccs folly. \ ot no such k now h ; ’ e 
controls or checks them, until they' awaken to tlic d ■ 
plomble Issue which alone could 1 h^ n'a.sonahly exjK etv d 
from such extravugaiiee. We w'cre going to say Uau 
it certainly is difficult to sej^irate these investiac 
manias from downriffit hina(y;,but we pause on la- 
fleeting that, if ivc were to step from tlie stock oxclnm! 
into the nearest Imiatic asykum, w'O shouhl piol»:il<l: 
find it a transition from something like insane /fn-or to 
tbeJalm of philosophic contemplation. Tiie contrnri 
hero is in favour of the world under restlRiiit. 

' Amoq^fa the best recognised of the insanities mx 
tliqio which ha# thdlr root each in some special pas- 
iiom One gentleman is mad with pride, and, cog?i/cr- 
itig hiioaaclf a king, is indignant that his felloe-patients 
do^JQbt pay homiige to liim. Another, whose w'omk r 
(spooking the Inuguoae of plirenology) is derange l, 
laboqfts under a delusion wniiich gives a belief in fulf^e 
mirii^s, in prodigies, magic, ghosts, and all supt’nia- 
tjttiil absqrditiei. A third is under the influence of an 
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ji infatuated firmnelffl ; and so on, N(^, all of these 
! i orrors arc to be briadly^aevi on the face of yalk-about 
1 1 soiiioty. Our friend Superbus is noted for the ridicu- 
! i.) isly-Uij^h estimate he puts upon himself, The sane 
! society of London to this day, and at this day, supports 
; i iiiilf-a-(lozen astrologers, and keeps up an astrological 
' litcjrature. And it ive we not seen sovereigns loifo their 
, thr«)nea, and send their pasterity into exile and humi- 
hut ion, rather than give ki to some reasonable 4e^nand 
of their subjects? We might go over all tlfe kxlliacios 
of t he emotions in the same manner, and thromglfout 
v he entire gamut it would be found that .each note of 
j th',' (loelare(ily-in.*3ane mind has its responsive chord in 
> t of the world at large. 

It; sliotild not he overloolccd, in reference to thia 
ji»joct, tliiit Liiere is a great number of i)eople wh^ 
i l*l>oar almost devoid of all such erratiij character 
an he, by iwy sti etch of ingenuity, likened to insanity, 


himself and Ids fellow-creatures all tfie time^fpr of 
Course it is the ejccitement of occupatioif which such 
men require, onA/this they may obtain innocently and 
gafeljt^wpllMofiKBrwise. ' ' ■ 

• — ^ .. ' , I — — ■ _ ■ ’ ■' 

mKEMIKisetJNCES OE AN ATTORNEY; 

TJIB «HBSX Oy BItAWBdSr 

I AM'j^bou* to relate a rather curious pio^ of domestic 
historor, softie of the incidents pf>ldch, refeaW the 
time of their occurrence in cbhtemparAry law r^rts, 
may be^n fhcVomembrance of many readers* It took 
place in one of the midland counties, and 
wliieh I shall call Watloy : the names of the chief actors 
who figured in it must also, to Spare their modesty or 
llmr blush eg, as the* case may he, be changed ; and 
ik&iUd one of ^oso persons, spite of these precautions. 


fe'vehend un^casant •recognition, he will be able to 
: ud {jf'cordingly bear the repute of being remark- kcOhsolo himself with the refiection, that all I sthte beyond 
tbly soim h] loaded, prudent, considerate, woll-attem- phat which may be gathered from the records of the law 


‘iTcd people; and yet it often comes out rcgajding 
' h persona, ^hat they have all the time in their inner 
■ (Tiblioil some strange Delilah of the imagination, 
soiiK^ K'oligli liojK^ or prospect, or some fond illusive 
cstimat' of tliemselves, such as their fellow-creatures 
ran by > nioans approve of, and which makes them in 
t', K i * , ' i tor in respect of the unacknowledged lunacies 

r iK'ighhours. There is a great iimqunt of 
oiaL^nsaiion and uncoufessed day-dreaming 
oiankiiid. The tamest^ooking people often 
( ib iit vo>lciinocs rending th«m within. In the 
. 1 .,. V i.!i i modcstest nooks of life, the lifting oil* of 
o’p r iuLcguinents would be found to lay bare 
iiM fr /’’'oiirs of tlu* bosom such as ought only to 

V ; i'.j tio c-iiifosscdly insane. If all this he taken 
i;M uro. Mk; approximation of the world at large 
10 Li w/ shut ap will app(>ar still more clearly^ 


V-'.' !' 


‘ (vl’ten bethought* us how desirable it is that 
bvir xbould be some ‘ treatitiont ’ for the unrecognised 
Mi iiuations. It is truly a soro* pity to see a jicrhaps 
r Tthy man exposing hims«*lf to ruin or disgrace 
•irough a mad course of conduct — a gentlcniiiii of 
i cty, for instance, uiarrying a girl of sixteen, whom 
1 e tiiinks in love with liim, and capable of making liirn 
a gootl wife — if a little interfercuv’C of any^ kind on the 
v>:irt of.' rational bystanders could save him. We have 
' nt.'itcd a tlioiisand plans for .saving tl* unconfined 
'ii.-;:inc from themselves; but a thousand difficulties 
VM* in the jiath. One consideration nearly settles the 
ointb r. It is difficult enough to conclude about the 
.•!.<cg which retjuire confinoincni^ and sometimes mis- 
rkes are made by the acutest magistrates and doctors. 
Mow much more dilUciilt to legislato for those hoi.cst 
:’ooi>]c who go rationally about most of their business, 
’id are only ^xossessoJ by some fragment of an evil 
;'irit, or become liable at some particular crisis to 
t in diifmnce of rationality ! Perbapa the only 
- ug that can be done, i.s to try to iinpreaa the world 
>f ' irge w ith the idea tliat it is not more than enough 
ni iicd U) l)c so, and to call u^nm individuals, when 
f ( lined to start into any oxtniordiiiary cxuirse, to 
r Icit ill at they are perliaps about to rival the doings 
the w’orld in coufinAnent. To be fully aware of 
'(is universal liability to. a certain sliade of der^ge- 
- mt 'vonld do us all some good^ in. acting as a M'aPliiig. 
i ’ t i ombeft, when about tq.. do some headlong pa^^ 


t< list d the eflects of a traiiiicnt^inadiiess, nflght 
^t chauge <>\ir hand and check our pride.^ It 
se*: ins quite piissible, moreover, for a gentlemiui jrho 
yooa -d for gambling, for drink, br^oiiy other kind 
v ice, (>r for one of those iu witpm tlil love of wrt is 
iatriod to frenzy, to l»e fmuie that he might, 

'inder a l)ett;er direction for his Jac^tios, derive %qual 
enjoynacut from t^eir exarcise, and be doing good <o 


court. s will l:jp generally ascribed to the fancy or inven- 
th :r the writer. And it is as well, perhaps, that it 
should be so. 

Caleb Jennings, a shoemendcr, cobbler, snob— Uting 
the last word in its gerfuiuo classical sense, and by no 
means according to the modern interjp*etation by which 
it is held to signify*a gcnttxd sneak or pretender — he 
was anything bfit that — occupied, some twelve or 
thirteen years ago, a stall at Watlcy, Which, according 
to tlio traditions of the place, had been hereditary in 
hi« family for several generations. He may also be 
said to have flourished there, after tlie * manner of 
cobblers ; for this, it must be remembered, was in tlie 
grjod old times, before ibe gutta-perdia revolution had 
(tarried ruin and dismay into the stalls — those of 
eohi)lers — whi(di in considerable numbers existed 
throughout the kingdom. Like all his fraternity 
whom I have over fallen in with or heard Caleb was 
a sturdy Radical of tlie Major Cartwriight and Henry 
Hunt school; and being withal industrious, tolerably 
skilful, not inordinately prone to the observance of 
Saint Mondays, possessed, moreover, of a neatly -fur- 
nished slwptng and eating apartment in the house of 
w hich the projecting first floor, supported on stone 
pillars, overshadowed his humblew^orkplace, he vaunted 
hijiisclf to ho as really ricli as an estated squire, and 
fiir more iiidex>endent. * 

There w as some triitii in this boast, ns the case wlilch 
I)rocured us tlie honour of Mr Jennings's acquaiiilaneo 
sufficiently proved. We were employed to bring an 
action against a w ealthy gentlemtm o# the vicinity of 
Watley fi^r a brutal and unprovoked assault lie had 
committed, w hen in a state of partial inebriety, upon r 
respectable London tradesman who had visited the place 
on business. \)n the day e^^riiil our witnesses appigred# 
to have l>ecom/suddenly afflicted with an almost total 
loss of memory ; and we were only saved from.an ad- 
verse verdict by the plain, straightfotward evfflehoe of 
Caleb, upon whose sturdy nature the various arts which 
soften or neutralise hostilie evidence had been tried in 
vain. Iklr Flint, wlio personally s'iperintended the case, 
took quite a , liking to the imin ; and it thus happened 
that we were called up<in some time afterwards to aid 
the said Cale^ ni extricating himself from the extra- 
ordinary and TCrplexing in which he suddenly 

and unwittin^y i 

Tift prtijccting first floor of the house beneath which 

» _ 1 'r. 


that we have scesLSuch actions chariaJ^kiJxa hunihlo workslibp of Caleb Jennings modestly dis- 
’ ‘ (T - * . » ^ ' efosed Itself, had been .occupied ft^^ 

ailing Bomewliat agtd gehtleman of w xumie of 
lisle. This Mr AmbiOso Lirie was 
and ha<l been a prosperous city of 

London. Since his retdrn, alto 
absence, he had shut hfuis^ s^u- 

sion, nourishing a cynlc^ acrimOhy of 

tcmjper Whidi sourcM of 







health ‘till "at length it became as visible to 

himself ^ it h&d ibr sotnO time been to Qthefs, that the 
oil of fixisteiwse e^naed, burnt and that but a 
fow >ri^k dlckci^ moref and the ^ling %an*s jjaints 
and g^efo Would be hushed in dark sUohee of tl)p 
■grave/ v . " ■■ ' * 

Mr Xisle had no relatives at Watloy, ancKthe onl^ 
individual with whom he Was cm terms of perijonal 
intimacy was Mr Peter Sowerby, an attorney^ the 
place, who had for ihany jjears transacted ifll hi% busi- 
ness. This man vIsiiM Mr Lisle most evenings, played 
at chess with him, ahd gradually acquired an fhfluenee 
over his clieAt whifth that weak gentleman had once 
or twice feebly hut vainly endeavQiircd to shake off. 
To this clever attonicy, it was rumoured, Mr Lisle 
had bequeathed all his wealth. • 

Tliis piece of infhiirmation had been put in circulation 
by Caleb Jennings, who was a fort of iftimble favourite 
of /Mr Lisle’s, or, at all events, was regarded by thft 
misanthrope with less dislike than he niiinifestod to* 
wards otlicrs, Caleb cultivated a few flowers in a 
little plot of groiuid at the back of life house, and 
Mr Lisle would sometimes accept a rose or a bunch 
of violets from him. Other slight services — espe- 
cially since the recent death §£ his old and garrulous 
I woman-servant, JEsthcr May, who had accompanied 
him from London, and with wh^ Mr Jemiings had 
always been upon terms of go8sippi% intimacy — had 
led to certain familmritiea of intercourse ; and it thus 
happened that the inquisitive shoe -mender became 
partial^ acquainted with the history of tlm wrongs 
and griefs Which preyed upon, and shortened the life 
of, the prematurely-aged man. 

The substance of this everyday, commonplace story, , 
as relaied to us by Jemiiiigs, and subsequently cplargetl 
and coloured from other sources, may be very briefly 
tol(l« , 

Ambrose Lisle, in consequence of an accident'^which 
occuri*ed in his infancy, w as slightly deformed. His 
right shoulder— as I understood, for 1 never saw him — 
grew out, giving an ungraceful and somewhat ('otnfoal 
twist to hisflgure, which, in fom ale eyes — youthful ones 
at least— sadly marred tlw effect of his ifitelligent and 
handsome countenance. This personal defect rendered 
liim shy and awkward in the presence of women of his 
hwii class of society ; and he attained the ripe age 
of thirty-seven years, and was a rich and prospemus 
man, before he gave the slightest token of an inclina- 
tion towards matrimony. About a twelvemonth pi;t>- 
vious to that period of his life, the deatlis — quickly 
following eachother— of a Mr and Mrs. Stevens tlirew 
tlieir eldest daughter, Lucy, upon Mr Lisle's hands. 
Mr Lisle hadbceh left anotiibiut at a vcry early age, and 
Mrs Stcvens---his aunty ahd tben a ma^iden lady*^luul, 

, in ^cbTdance with his M ^taken charge of 

himself and brother attained their 

mh^ijty. Long, however, liefore th*t ,shc marri^ 
St^ens^ by whiyn she had two chifdmi— Lucy mid 
Emily. Her husbamh wtidfo she anWived but two 
mon^s, died insolvent ; the d}dng- 

wishes Of his aunty {or whoni he appeals to have felt 
the tetidei^st estee the of her or|ihan 

childr^\lo, jiU home^ intending tb:regaid and provide 
for hev ds his owh adopted^hUd ana heiress. #Eniily, 
the other in ^ Aouse'tf a still 

mm distant 

he» live at a remote llart of 
it thus feU 

y her^hew homo 1i? 

iTO than j^ears. Pdfo, 
d, as lie had esteoined has 


ar^ed, reasoned with himself-^pa^d in review the 
insunnountable objections |to^ sucha a union, tlie dif- 
fcibnce of igGr-he leading towards thirty -seven, she 
barely twenty - one : he, crooked, deformed, of re- 
served, tacituru jieniper— she full of young life, and 
grace, and beauty. It was useless ; and nearly a year 
hOfl j^sed in the bootless struggle when Lucy fetevens, 
who hod vaUily striven to blind herself to the nature 
of the emotions by which her cousin and guardian was 
(miibated towards her, intimated a wish to accept her 
^sister Jhigiily's invitation to pass two or three months 
Vith Imr. Tjiis brought the aflkir to a crisis. Buoying 
himself Up witli the illusions which jxiople in such an 
unreasonable frame of miml create for themselves, lie 
suddenly entered the sitting-room set apart for lier 
private use, with the desperate purpose of making Ids 
beautlful cousin a formal offer of his bund. She was 
not in the apartment, but her opened writing-desk, and 
f ia portly-finished letter lying on it, shewed that tihe Innl 
’ been recently there, and would prol)ably soon return. 
Mr Lisle tt)ok two or three agitated turns about tJie 
room, one of which brought him close the waiting- 
desk, and his glance involuntarily fell uiKjn the iin- 
fiilishqd letter. Had a deadly sertK'ut leaped suddenly 
at his tltroat, the shock could not have been greater. 
At thf head of the sheet of paper was a clever pen- 
and-ink sketch of Lucy Stevens and himself: he, 
kneelyig to her in a lovelorn ludicrous attitude, and 
she laughing immoderately at Ids lachrymose and 
pitiful aspect andj 5 p<!tech. The letter was addressed to 
her sister Emily; and the enraged lover sm>v not onlv 
that bis siipposetl secret was fully known, but th:it Jic 
himself was mocked, lauglied at for his doting folly. 
At least this was his interpretation of the w'ords winch 
swam before Ida eyes. At the instant Lucy returned, 
arid a torrent ^f imprecation burst from the furioiis 
man, in wliich wounded self-love, rageful pride, and 
long pent-ui) passion, found utterance in wihl jncl 
bitter words. Half an h<7br afterwards Lucy vStovcin 
had left the merchant’J Ikiusc — for ever, as it proved. 
She, indeed, on arriving at lier sister’s, sent a letter 
supplicating forgiveiies8<for the ihoughtloss, and, as la- 
deemed it, insulting sketch, intended onl}’ forKmllv s 
eye ; but he replied merely by a note ivritten by one of 
his clerks, infoniiing that Mr J.*isle do- 

dined any further correspondence with Iht. 

The ire of the angered apd vindictive man had, liow- 
ever, beguix#eiisib)y to abate*, and old thoughts, memo- 
ries, duties, sugg^ted jiartly by the blank wliich J.ucy & 
‘absenGc made iii In* house, partly by renu iubraiK c (d’ 
the solemn promise he had made her mother, w(!ic* 
strongly reviving iii /iis mind, wdien he read tlu; an- 
nouncement of her, marriage in a provincial jounud. 
directcii to him, as be helievod, in the britlovs huinl- 
writing j but this was an error, her sister having sout 
newspaper. Lisle also construed this into a 
i^lberatO ludbkery and insult, and from that lionr 
to toiish all images and thoughts comicctod 
with his co^in froxn his heart and memory. 

Ho ulfforS^ adopted the very w-oret course 

pc^Slbfo^ oliject. Had he remnincii 

^i|M the lm of active life, a mere scut i- 

nibbtai vdlfl^appointment, such as tliousaivds ot‘ us have 
susliilhii^ and afteijwards forgotten, would, tlicro ( an | 
l>e little doubts have soon ceased to alHict him. He j 
ebofpio retire business, visited Watley, and habits i 
of miserliness growing rapidly upon his cffnkcred mind, 
^ovor afterwards remoywl from the lodgings he had 
blrad' (Ui first anriviitg there. 'Tluis madly hugging to 
diiup^'poiiitcd memories which a sensibUisiinni ■ 
Imve cast off and forgottoni*the smo* 

niitiiD throve passed a useless, chwrless, weary e.viKt- 
once, to wliicli (foath^^i^ have hem a welcome relioi- 
^ tbhi stofli wUh thC liidrose and ag« d 

mqiitaliy iiiixl 0^ although Ms 

, tUnt 
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acquaintance. Aether mbnth or so Iflld passed away Wh^ Jennings returned, he found *to hi» great sur- 
when Caleb’s attcmlon wssonc day about i^oh olaimed prise Mr l^isle up and nearly dressed ; an'd his astp- 
by a young man dressed in mourning, accompanied 'by nishment in<»paj^ a himdredfo upon heiJTing that 
a female similarly attired, and from their resemblance gentl^an but perfectly collected and 

to each other he conjectured brothei; and sister. The dpcided manual Htbat he London by 

Btrangep wished to know if that was the house in which thfe mail-train. ^ ^ 

Mr Ambrose Lisle resided. Jennings said it wa% } and * ‘ For LondoV-^ ahd 'b^^^^ exclaimed Caleb, 

with civil alacrity left his istall and rang the front-door scarcely sure that ho*heard arightii 
bell. The summons was answered by the landlody’i^ser- * Yqp— yes, I shall not he observed in the dark,’ 
vant, who, since Esther May’s death, had waitcdBpn the sharply rejdiried Mr Lisle ; ‘gnd you, Caleb, must keep 
I first-floor lodger; aod tlie visitors were inviteci to go^ my secret ffeom everybody, especially fiSbuii SoWerby. I 
up stairs. Caleb, much wondering who tlieymiglit be, shall be^ie^ ift time to see him to-morrow night, and 
returned to his stall, and from thence passed into bis he will beiione the wiser.’ T%ia said with a slight 
eating and sleeping room just below Mr Lisle’s apart- chuckle; and as won as hiil' simple preparati^^ 
ments. lie was in the act of taking a pipe from the complete^ Mr Liste, well wrapped up, and his face al- 
mantel-shelf, in order to the more deliberate and satfe hidden by shawls, locked his door, and assisted by I 
factory cogitation on such an unusual event,- when hi^ Apniiags, stole furtively down stairs, and reached unre- ! 
was startled by a loud shout, or scream rathp^j frortf^ the railway sUtion just in time for the train, j 

above* The quivering and excited voice waili that of was quite dork the next evening when Mr Lisle 
Mr Lisle, and the outcry was immediately fotiowed by Returned ; and so well had he managed, that Mr Sower- 
an explosion of unintelligible exclamations from several by, who paid his usual visit about half an hour after- 
persons. Caltb was up stairs in an instant, and lottnd wards,, had And^ntly heard nothing of the suspicious 
liimself in the midst of a strangely -perplexing and ali^eiye^S The old 

distracted scene. Mr Lisle, pale as his shirt, sliaking tnan exulted over the success of his deception to Caleb 
ill everj'^ limb, and Ma ej’’es on fire with jiassion, w'os the next morning, but firopped no hint as to the object 
hurling forth a torrent of vituperation and reproach at of his sudden journey. 

the young woman, whom be dvidOntly mistook for some Tliree days passed without the occurrence of any 
one else; whilst she, extremely tewfifletl, and unpbie to incident tending to the enlightenment of Mr Jennings 
^tonri but for the assistance of her companion, w'as ten- upon these mysterious events, which, however, he 
dering a letter in her outstretcliAiliaiid, and uttering plainly saw had lamentably shaken the long -since 
broken SJ^atcnces, which her own ugitation and the fury failing man. On the afternoon of the fourth day, Mr 
of Mr Lisle’s invectives rendered totally incomprehen- Lisle walketl, or rather tottered j into Caleb’s stall, and 
-jBiblc. At last the fierce old niim struck the letter from seated himself on the only vacant stool it contained. 
Her liaiid, anrl with frfjjiiatio ra^ both the straurk ;His manner was confused, and frequently pnrj;>osoless, 

gc'rs \p.y leave the room. -<iJalcb urged them to comply,* and there was an anxious, flurried expression in his face 
and XcoonJiHinicd th^n down stairs. When they reached wliicU Jennings did not at all like. |Ie remained silent 
i tlio sttocfH ha observed a woman on the other side of the .for some time, with the exception of partially inaudible 
I wayj^^iijjtossed in mournhig, and much older apx)arentl)% ^snatches of comment or questioniiiga, apparently ad- 
! thott|^iiV could not woU iKHf hex foce th dressed to himself. At last he said: shall take a 

I veil alvii wore, than she who Jiad ' thrown Mr Lisle into longer journey to-morrmv, Caleb — much longer : let me 
i sueh>^^ ra^. appiireatly waiting for them, see — where did I say? Ah, yes! to Glasgow; to be 

I To the young x)eople inviicdi.'itely hastened, and sure to Glasghw ! ’ 

; /brief conference the three turned away up the ‘To Qli^ow, and to-morrow!’ exchdmed the 

MAJennings saw no more of them, aalounded cobbler. 

^fjpirtcr of an hour afterwards tho house-servant ‘ No, no— ‘iiot Glasgow ; they have removed,* feebly 
Caleb that ^Ir Lisle had retired to bcHl, and rejoined Mr Lisle. ‘But Lucy has written it down for 
; aUli^agh still in great iqptHtion, and, as slie teared, me. True — true; and to-morrow I sliall set out.’ 
seriously indi.spoi^l, woup not per|nlt Dr^Clarke to be The strange expression of Mr Lisle’s face became 
sent for, Ko soAlen un^ violent a liurricaue in the momentarily more strongly marked, and Jennings, 
usuidly dill hand drowsy Rtmosphoro in which Jenmpgs greatly alarhat^ said : ‘ You are ill, Mr Lisle ; let me 
; lived, excited aiid disturlHid him greatly ; the hdhrs, run for lyr Ciarkc.’ ^ , 

I lioweveri, flew past without brin^^^^ any relief to his ‘No — no,’ he munnured, at tlie same time striving 
1 (mriosity, aiid ovoifing was falling, w'heu a peculiar to rise ftom his seat, wdiicli he could only accomplish 
I knocking oir the floor overhead announced that Mr by Caleb’s assistance, and so supported, he stagi^reti 
; Idsla dN^'diiis presimeo. That gimtlemau was sitting dudoors. ‘I shall be bettesio-morrow,! he sJiid faintly, ^ 
! up in growing darkii^dns face could and then slowjjr added: ‘ To-morrow, and to-moRow, 

I nut bo seen; but;^ Caleb instantly ob- and to-morrow! Ah, me! Y"es, as I said, to-morrow, 

I hotvinl a unusual light Ijii the old man’s eyes, I lie paused abruptly, and they^gaincHl hte'apart- 

' 'I'he IcttdimSiiiiarangely dtdivctod waa.^1^^^ inent. He seated himself, and then •Jemiings, at his 


bitii ; an4%4^^ shocmender was greatly mistaken, 

there wdrijs^ifrains of recent tears upon Mr Lisle’s fiir- 


mutc soHcitation, assisted Jiim to bed. 

He lay some time with his eyes closed ; and Colqb 


rowi^ and ihoUmv K^iheeks. Tlul voice, too, it stritek could feel — ^^for Mr* Lisle lield hii8 firmly by the hand, 


Cideb, though eager, was gentle and wavering. 


as if to prevent his goiug away — a convulsive Blmddbr 


Was said^ ‘ I was mad for tiie pass oter bis fraXie. At last he slowly opened his ey^s,, 

moni«*»h .>Aro they gone?’ ho imdod in ay^t moi'e imd Chikfo aawnhat hu 

^ubddl^ Caleb informki him of fcv luit the long journey from wlxich there is no return. Tlfo |i|iB 

be h^ton';taud 49 he did so, the strar^ JiglH of tli# dying man worked ifiarticulately for some too- 

old eyeajwtomod to quiver and siwarkle whii a yoy^jmts ; and^ to with a mighty effort, as it seeided, he 
Inttaito^totioh than before. •Bre^tly to whUst Jjis trembling liond |K>inted foobiy to a 

tlieoj, with ’ Hia, Itond, and remaiuod^everal xntoutes bureau cljijst of drawers that stood m the r^to i * There 
ton said with a firmer voice : shall for ltoqy; there, the seerjit pla^ ^ Some 

kiadif triU atop to Mr Sawerbyiikud toll hioi I*am inaudilde words followed, ami then aftoa still mightier 
too sqa bini tins oveninjjr. j^ti be sure to say strugi^ th^ before, Ho go«P<^ out : ;Ko word— no 

turned away' w’’oru'^to'--irfo:.'SOwerby--rfor 

to QitoMPmil' to rto^f I ^ wlto come More S^as 8nid» hut ear ; 

^to^k,l®pne'^^^^::^^ ■ ^ . . and;:'ato::'.gaauug 0^ indescribable 


asLsIetif 12 V |be? awestruck listener, was intended fkr Mrs Warner’s reli^; and early in the 
tlia deep silence morning’Mr Cideb Jenning^dijpssodluiinsclf in his Siin- 

f day’s Slut, land vith a brief announcement to his land- 

SW 1^ 'ftas t ^ ^ lady tiiat ho was about to leave Watley for a day or 

Cslbb trembUnjdy snmmai^d two pn a visit tp^a firiend, set off for the railway station. 

^ ser^t ll^ landlady, and was stiU confusedly pen- He bad not pro^eded ffu* when a difficulty struck him : 
deHnJst eentenoes uttexPd by'the dplng man, the htfnlc-ndtes were sU twenties ; and were he to change 

When hurriedly s^ved. The attorney’s a twenty^pound note at tho^tation, whore he was well 

: jftrst care was to assume tl^ direction <ff aifidrs, and to known, great would be the. tattle and wonderment, if 
plt^ seals upon er^y S|ti(de odnts^ng^f^ iigely to noting worser that would enkte. ^.Qaleb tried liis 
Contain Value belonging' to |he deceased. cwdlUsgain, borrowed sufficient for Jiis Journey to Lon- 

This done, }ie went aWay to give dii%ctieiiS fbr the ;dpn, and there changed one of the notes, 
funeral, wliioh idol jdaoe a few^^^d^ and H^e soon reached Bristol, and blessed w as the relief 

it was then forffiSlly snnotmeed Sowerby sue- which the sum of money he brought afforded Mrs War- 

cseded by will to the large propoirty iSf Affibrose^^^l^ ner. She expressed much sorrow for the death of Mr 
unddr tiush bo^evex, fbr Mie famUy. ff any, of Kobort I4 s1q, and great gratitude to Caleb. Ihe worthy man 
Liil©^ 1he ddoeMed’s brot) hM gone when veiy accepted'^with some reluctance ofie of the notes, or at 

young to liidia, and bad not keen hedrd of for many least as muclt as remained of that which he had changed ; 


years---a condition which not at all mar the joy oL 
tlie tn’afiy lawyer, he having long since Instituted pri/ 


and after exchanging promises with the widow tvid her 
relatives to keep the matter secret, departed hornew^ards. 


yate inquiries, which satisfied him tliat the The young woman, Mrs Warner’s daughter, wdio had 

siud llobert XaSle had died, unmarried, af Calcut^^ brought the letter to Waitlcy» Calrf) noticed, the 

Mr Jenniui^ was in a s^te of great dubiety and con- very image of her mother, or rather of what her mother 
stemation. SowiU'by had empti^ the chest of drawers must have been when young. Tliis remarkable rose in- 
of every valuable it cQiDtaingd ; and Unless he had blanoe it was, no doubt, wdiich hud for the moment so 
missed the sCc^t recep^le Mr Lisle had ^ken of; confounded and agitated Mr Lisle, 
the deceased’s intentions; whatesrer they might have Nothing occurred for about a fortnight after Caleb’s 
been, were clearly defeated. Add if lie bad wof dis- return to disquiet him, and he had begun to feel toler- 

covered it, how could he, Jennings, get at the drawers ably sure that his discovery of the notes would romiiin 

to examine them ? A fortunate chance brought some unsuspected, when, Sne afternoon, the sudden and im- 
relief to his perplexities. Ambrose Lisle’s furniture was petuous entrance oi Mr Sowerby into his stall caused 
advertised to be sold by auction, and Caleb resolved to him to jump up from his seat with surprise and nlann. 
purchase the bureau chest of drawers at almost any Ibe attorney’s face was dentlily wliitc, Iiis eyes glared 
price, although to do so would oblige him to break into like a wild beast’s, -and his ^ole appearance exhi- 
iils rent-money, then nearly due. The day of sale bited uncontrollable agitation. ‘A word with you, 
came, and the important lot in its turn was put up. Mr Jennings,’ he gnaped — ‘ a w'ord in private, and at 

In one of the dmwers tliero were a number of loose once!’ Caleb, in scarcely less consternation than his 

ne^papers, and other valueless scraps ; and Caleb, with visitor, led the way into bis inner room, and closed the 
a sly grin, asked the auctioneer if ho sold the article door. • 

with its coiftents. * Oh yes,’ said Sowerby, who was * llestore — give back,’ screamed the attorney, vainly 
watdiing the side ; ‘the buyer may have all it contains struggling to dissernWe tlie agitation which convulsed 
over his bargain, and much good may it do A him— ‘ tbat-^that which you have purloined from the 

laugh followed the attorney’s sneering rcxiark, and the chest of drawers I ’ 

ffiddings went on, 'I w^t it,* observed Caleb, ‘be- Tlie hot bloml rushed to Caleb’s face and temples; 


ffiddings went on. ‘I want it,* observed Caleb, ‘be- 
cause it just fits a this one in my room 

undcrneatli.* This gulct a suspicion he 

tliought he saw Itttomey’s brow. It 

was finally knocked ^HilW Mcfa at L.5, lOs., a sum 
considerably beyondVlnK and he had to 
borrow a scvbrMgn in w clear liis speculative 
purchase. This done, he c^^ed off his prize, and as 
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it, it,* observed Caleb, ‘be- Tlie hot bloml rushed to Caleb’s face and temples; 
this one in my room tbo wild vehemence and suddenness of the demand 
quiet a suspicion he confounded him ; and certain i)reviou8 dim suspicions 
Attorney’s brow. It that the law might not only pronounce what he liad 
^^icb at L.5, 10s., a sum done illegal, ^but possibly felonious, returned iiix)n liim 
p|r Value ; and he had to with terrible force, and he quite lost his presence of 
clear liis speculative mind. , 

rried off his prize, and as ‘I can’t — I can’t,’ ho stammered. ‘ It ’s gone— given 


had struck fimn the youpg woman’s hand a few tlic 
weeks heftEUio, and proved to be a veiw effecting ^ 

from Lucy 0tevea^ imw^ a andva widow, his 

with two growti^up children. Her husband had died in ‘ 


nayed another an^ more rational mode of attaining 
come, Jennings,* he said, ‘don’t bo n fool. 


insolvent circunMSimces,^1^^ and her sister Emily, understand each qther. I have jipt discovered 


who was still sin^iA weiu endeavouring to carry on a‘ 
school at Bristol to be auffioiently p 


St paper, a memorandum of what you have found in the 
dra^er^ and t% obtain whicli you bought them. 1 


porous if the' AboiM' L*150 coulu ba^aisefi, 4o I d^t oar© for the money— ^keep it; only give n;^Jhe 

the fundtU!A Jh3m li^ deceased hustMtodt^^q^ • 


The claim was ]^{rassiii^ fiir Mr .Warner hibi been' ' ‘Papers— documeiits I ’ ejaculated Caleb in unfeigned 

Wffpriw. t ^ ‘ • 

* 4 in Ibe worid, shp^ W <Y«i— yes; of use to mcsonly^ You, I remember, 


. 1^/ T^ xuuuiot re- writing ; but they are of great consequence 


soon as the closing of the house for the night secured away ’ 

liim ftbm interruption, he set eagerly to work in search ‘ Gone ! * shouted, or more correctly howled, Sowerbj^, 
of t— ^ret drawer. A long aiid patient examination at the same time flying at Caleb’s throat as if he would 
W^i a— hly rew^ed. ^ Behbid one of the small drawers throttle him. ‘ Gone — given away 1 You lie — you want 
* of poirion co^ie to drive a bargiiin with me — dog I — liar! — rascal! — - 

a— f her snmll —e, curiously conc^led, which cQuta^ thief!’ 

BaUk^qf^Biigland 0 ^ amount ^L.^0, tied up This was a spedes of attac!k whicli Jennings w^as at 


with a letter, Up<ffi the which was written, in tlie no loss how to meet. He shook the attorney roughly 

deceased’s handwriting, ‘ To^take with me,* The lettm* off, and hurled him, in the midst of his vituperation, to 
which Caleb, although he read print with facility, bad the fhrther end of the room. 

much diflioUlty in feiaking out, Whs that which Mr They then stood glaring at eacli other in silence, till 
liisks had struck the you^^ hand a few % attorney, mastering himself as well as he could, 


*Yo1PT5!b’t ineflfi Warner’s ^ 

‘ No— no ; cursu the letter I You ore pla>ring with 
a tiger I Keep the I tell you ; but^give up the 

papers— documents— or I’ll transport you 1* shouted 
Sowerby with reviving fury. 

Caleb, thoroughly bewildere4 conld only mecha- 
nically*ejaculate that he had no papers or documents. 

The rage of the attorney whoh he found he could 
extract nothing from Jennings was frightfiiL He lite- 
rally foamed with passion, uttered the wilde^ threats ; 
and then suddenly changing his key, o^red as- 
tounded cobbler one — two— three thousand p*hunds« 
any sum he chose to name, for the papers^-documenta I 
This scene of alternate violence and cajolery lasted 
nearly an hour; and then Sowerby rushed from the 
house, as if pursued by the fiiries, and leaving his 
auditor in a state of thorough bewilderment and dis- 
may. It occurred to Caleb, as soon as ids mind ha4^ 
settled into sometliing like order, that there might h«| 
anotlfer secret drawer; and the recollection of Mr* 
Lisle’s journey to London recurred suggestively to 
him. Auotligr long and eager search, however, pfoved 
fruitless; and the suspicion was given up, or, more 
correctly, weakened. 

As soon as it was light the next morning, Mr Sowerby 
was again with him. He was more guarded now, and 
was at length convinced that Jennings Jiad no paper 
or document to give up. ‘ It was only some important 
niomoranda,’ observed the attorney carelcssl}^ ‘that 
would save me a world of troublp in a lawsuit I shall 
hfiv ^ to bring against some heavy debtors to Mr Lisle’s 
cjstate ; but I must do as well asT can without them. 
Good -morning.’ Just as he reached the door, a sudden 
tliought apjjearal to strike him. He stopped, and 
said : * iiy the way, Jennings, in the liurry of business 
1 forgot that Mr Lisle hod told me the chest of drawers 
y<ju bought, and a few other articles, were family 
x'idics which iie wished to be given tp certain iiartica 
he named. The other thipgs I have got; and you, I 
supjKJso, will let me have the drawers for — say a pound 
protit on your bargain ? ^ , 

Caleb was not the acutest nmn in the world ; but 
this sudden proposition, caftilessly as it was made, 
suggested curious thoughts. ‘No,’ he answered; ‘I 
shall not part with it. I sluUl keep it as a memorial 
of Mr Lisle.’ 

S^^werliy’s face assumed, as Caleb spoke, a ferocious 
expression. ‘Shall you?’ said he. ‘Then bo sure, 
my fine fellow, that you shall also have Sometliing to 
rememlicr mo by as long as you live 1 ’ 

He then Vent away, and a few days afterwards Caleb 
wa-^ served with a writ for the recovery of tlie two 
hundred pounds. • 

The affair made a gi’oat noise in the place; and 
Caleb’s conduct being very generally approved, a sub- 
scription w'as set on foot to defray the cost of deiehd- 
ing the action — one Hayling, a rival attorney to 
Sowerby, having asserted that the words used by the* 
proprietor of the chest of drawers at the sale barred 
his claim to the money found in them. This wise 
gintlcman was intrusted with the defence ; and, strange 
to sfiy, the jury — a common on^ spite of the direction 
of the judge, returned a verdict for the defendant, upon 
the ground that Soworbv’s jocular or Bueering remark 
amounted to a scriousf valid leave and Uconco to sell 
two Inindred pounds for five pounds ten BhilUiigs 1 

Sowerby (^tained, as a matter of course, a ru% for 
a new trial and a fresh action was brought. An^^ 
once Hayling refused to go on* alleging deddeucy 
funds. He told Jennings that in hlf bpinioh it 
bo bettgr that he should give in to Sowetby’s wliini^ 
who only wanted the drawers in ord^ to comply |rith^ 
the testator’s wishes. ‘ Besides,* rdtiarked Hayling 
ill conclnsion, *he is sure to gtt the akicle, yOt^ know, 
when it toomes to be sold uni^r a wHt of^/a.’ A few 
days after tills conversationi it was ascertained that 




baylii^ wM to sucoeet to Soworby'j. Inuteew^'' 
latter ^ntleman being about to retire * 

tune bequeatlNi^ Mm by Mr L 
At last CaJ^t^^ven nearly put of his sens^, thbngb ! < 
BtiU Ueggedly obstinate, by the harassing perplexitidi ' 
which he fbmid hhnseH^ of applying to us. 

• ‘ A ennO^ my word,* remarked 

Mr Tlibk as soon as Cafeb had unb^^^^ himself of 
the Btory of his woel and cares j * and in my opinion 
by nomeaj^s explainable by Hpwerhy^S |«ixiety to fulfil 
the testator’s wishes. He cannot exp&t to get two 
hundred pent^ oUt of you ; ittud !tos ’Warner; you say, 

IS equally unAle to pay/ V^^y (jdd indeed. Perhaps 
if we could get time, something might turn up.’ 

With this vieivf’llnt looked over the papers Caleb 
had brought, and found the declaration was in /rover-r^ 
a manifest error — tlib notes never admittedly having 

« i in Sowerby’s actual possession. We accordingly 
mfred to the form'of action, and the proceedings 
set aside. This, however, proved of no ultimate 
"benefit t Sowerby persevered, and a fresh action was 
instituted agiinst the unhappy shoemender. So utterly 
overcrowed and disconsolate was poor Caleb, that he 
determined to give up the drawers, which was all 
Sowerby even now required, and so wash his hands of 
the unfortunate busincis. Previous, however, to this 
being done, it was yotormined that •another thorough 
and scientific examination of the mysterious piece of 
furniture should be made ; and for tliis purpose Mr 
Plint obtained a workman skilled in the mysteries of 
secret contrivances, from the desk and dressing-case 
establishment in King Street, Holborn, and proceeded 
with him to Watley. 

The man performed his task with great care and 
skill : every depth and width was gauged and measured, 
in order to ascertain if there were any false bottoms 
or backs; and the workman finally pronounced that 
there was no concealed receptacle in the article. • 

‘ I am sure there is,’ persisted Flint, whom disap- 
pointment as usual rcnc^pred but the tnore obstinate ; 
‘and so is Sowerby; aiid he knows, too, that it is so 
cunningly contrived as to be imdiscoverable, except by 
a ji’erson in yie secret, which he no doubt at first ima- 
gined Caleo to be. I’ll tell you what we ’ll do ; You 
have the necesaary tools with you. Split the con- 
founded chest of drawers into slireds ; I’ll be answer- 
able for the consequences.’ 

TJiis was done carefully and methodically, but for 
some time witliout result. At length the largo drawer 
next the fix^r had to be knocked to pieces ; add as it 
fell apart, one section of the bottom, which, like all the 
others, was divided into two comparChients, dropped ' 
asunder, and discovered a parchment laid fiat between 
the two thin leaves, which, when iiressed together in 
the grooves of the drawer, presented precisely the same 
appearance as the rest. Flint snatched up the pOioh-* 
ment, and hts lager eye had scai^y rest^ an instant , 
on the writing, when a shout of triumph burst from 
him. It was the last wnll and testetpaent of Ambrose 
Lisle, -dated August 21, 1838^the day of his last 
hmried visit to London.* It revoked ^le formi^ wrillv 
and bequeathed tlie whole of his property, in equal 
portions, to his cousins Lucy Warner and Emily Stevens, 
with succession Jo their children; but witji reservation 
of one-luplf to Jiis brother Robert or children, should he 
be alive, or have left pf&pring. 

Qrpat; it may be suppoaed, was the lubiiatioh of 
Caleb Jennings at tliU discovery ; and all Watieyf by 

g r/ vras in a marvellously short space of time 
ilnffiar state of excitement It was very late 
when ho reached his bed v and how he got 
I, and what precisely liad hmnn^) except, 
at he. had somewhere piek^ lip a splitting 
was, for some time he fiwbko the next 
rei 7 confusedly -remempe^odi 
e^n r^Sectidnj wap by im m^s so exul- 




V tant ^»e worthy slipenientler* The odd ttiode of 
packing nWy a of such i mportance,' with no 

aiaisi^aMo so, oxeept the. needless awe 

with wliM SoNiie^pby^ w^ said to h|tve inspired his 
foehle-s^itod ^oliehtij together with what Galeh 
said of vthe shattered state of the deccased^ hliud ui^cr 
the interview wi til Mrs Wwner^a daughter,, aaggested 
fears that So werby might dispute^ and perhaps success- 
fully, the validity of this last will. My exepllcnt part- 
ner, however, dotertnined, as WAS his wot^t, tcT put a 
bold fiice on the matter; rihd first dearly settlin^in his 
own mind what he should and what he (Should not say, 
waited upon Mr Sorrerhy. ' The news had preceded him, 
and he was at once surprised and delight^ to find that 
the nervous, crestfallen attorney whsi quite unaware of 
the advantages of his position. . On condition of not 
being called to account for the moneys he had received 
aii(i expended, about L. 1200, he destroy ed tlie former 
will in Mr FliutV presences, ana gave up at once all tho^ 
deceased’s papers. From those wc learned that Mi^* 
Lisle liad written a letter to Mrs Warner, stating what 
lie had done, and where the will would found, and 
that only herself aiid Jennings would know the secret. 
From iullrmity of purpose, or iVoin having subsequently 
determined on a jiorsonal interview, the letter was not 
posted ; and Sowerby subsequently discovered it, to- 
gether with a niecnorandum of th^numbers of the bank- 
notes found by Caleb in the secret drawtu* — ^tlie eccen- 
tric gentleman apjiears to have had quite a mania for 
such liiding-phices — of a writing-desk. 

The afiUir was thus happily terminated : Mrs Warner, 
her children, and sister, weix* cnrichcil, and Caleb Jen- 
nings was set up in a good way of business in his native 
place, M* hero he still flourislies. Over tlie centre of his 
shop there is a large nondescript sign, surmounted by 
a golden boot, which, upon close? iuHfMJCtion, is found to 
bear some reseni bianco to a Imgc bureau chest of 
drapers, all tlie circumstances connected with which 
may be licard, for the asking, nml in much fuller detail 
than I have gi^en, from tlie Jips of the owner of the 
establishment, by any lady or gentlemiin who will take 
tlie trouble of a journey to W'atley Ibr that purpose. 


A FAREWELL BANQUET. 

When lately in London wc were favoured with an 
iiivltation to visit cerUin ships about to deport to the 
Canterbury Settlement in Now Zealand, and to diiie 
niXer wards witli a large party on the occasion of bidding 
farewell to tlie^emigrant passengers setting out for that 
distant colony. The day was fine, and the sun shone 
forth brilliantly as we entered the extensive enclosure 
forming tile East India import dock, where the vessels 
jwerj^moofed. As reganls 4h5s dock, it may be as well 
to explain that it docs not resemble \ harbour sur- 
roundqd wiXh liQijises, and involved in the confurion 
which one usunHy sees at ordinaiy quays. It is a 
piece of water with ample quayage in a state of perfect 
repose, the whole, including a slip of green, environed 
by p lofty wall, wUhfil which no entrance is obtained 
ex(«>pt by well -guarded gatesvnys. Any inteitdiJDg 
passengets, therefore, arri^g withih this enclosure 
may be quite at their ease; they are m>t exfmsed to 
tinit horrible djhi that pqrvades shippii^ places^ and 
tliey go on lx>ard and mke all arrangements with 
the utmost deliberation. : 

On entering upon tlie spfn::ious quadKuigie, iwu’t^y 
dock and partly green^gros^ we at once observ^fivej 
vessels Tajig^;A^ the tiesl^t quay^ 

gangw^s iVaiduhg 

qu^ 8</^to Mlow the fbest^h^ 

egrei^..^|®%e quay/stood 'groapS qf 


naen chatting, and parties were wuilkhig into and out of 
the ships. On the green vms,p larj^ wooden erection, 
With the iihion-jack hoistoa on a pole nt the doorway ; 
and conspicuously ■ at one Cnd was a canvas tent, in 
wliich waiters were busily preparing- the materials of 
"refectipn. A gardener’s van was depositing flowers iu 
pots to ornament the tables^ A band of some regiment 
or no regiment was arriving and taking up a suitable 
poskio^i. r. As is always the cose where anything is 
gomg pn in London, there were plenty of police-officers 
*^0 see that order was preserved. Wc gave only a look 
into the wooden structure. The struggle of arranging 
plates and glasses Was considerable; but tlic chaos was 
not very alarming. Blockwall waiters possess a faculty 
of arrangement in dining affairs, which allays all 
gastronomic c.pprchension3. 

Having glanced round at the (out ensfjnUe, wp pro- 
ceeded to the ships, beginning with the first in the 
row, called the Bnngahre. We found tlu; deck pretty 
W'eli^ covered with people — a mixture ef visitors and 
emigrants. First we went into the poop, then de- 
scended asteepish but not particularly bad stair, to tiio 
deck below, where we had the presumption, in common 
with hmidreds of others, to look into every hole and 
comer, and aek all sorts of o<id questions. After tliis 
we remountetl to the deck, and inspocttol in a critical 
way the pigs, the 8het‘p, the fowls, tlie ducks, all of 
which seemed verj'' cheery arid comfortable in tlicir 
respective bins; and lastly, we examined the co%\', a 
most res]>cctable-looking animal, standing in a rooted 
stall, and having Iwforc her a manger full of sweet- 
smelling hay, which she munched with a degree of 
satisfaction highly edifying. l*(?or cow I thought we, 
you are going to be an involuntary emigrant, and 
never more will have the happiness of rolling about in 
the rich mciidow's of merry England. Well, well, it is 
to be hoped you will get across the line without bi.;iMg 
turncHl into beef, and live to crop daisies and cowslips, 
or something analogous to'^tUem, at the antii>odcH. 

Most emigrant slips when about to sail present a 
dreadfully topsy-turvy aspect. Sailor.8 nn? frantically 
pulling at ropes, and Imwliug down hutbhw'ays ; the 
commuTulor is full of troubles, and has not time to 
be civil; tlie state of affuirs in what comes within 
the steward’s deportment will not endure descrij^ion. 
Sights, vsmclls, sounds! T!ic words are enough. No 
doubt the arfangements on board emigrant vessels have 
been rcta^ntly much improved by the gcneraliy active 
supervision of government agents. Still, n^erring ordy 
to what may be daily seen at Livert)ool and (ilasgow, 
things are not tpiitif what could ixj wishcKl. Many 
emigrant ships are vessels employed in the fimlK*r or 
general hnport triule, and they seem to export f>r talo- 
away emigrants pretty much as a kind of ballast. In 
short, the emigration business with them is only a 
secondary or inciitental oonsideration, not that luiinarv 
objeet which, under a right system, it ought to l»e. A 
seeha of scrambling on boartl one of them? timlxa-- 
trading emigrant vessels lately at the Uroomichiw, 
Glasgow, has left a nu^t uiiplcasing impression on our 
memory ; and to this sceiu? the spectacle that presented 
itself in the dock at Black wall offered nn agreeable 
contrast:. VVithout^disparagittg otluT efforts in the 
same direction, we can at least say, that nothing in the 
natij^ of emigrant shipment whidi has come under 
notice can be at all compared with the eomfiuiable 
Crrangements on boa^Ji the vessels now starting for 
NdtUlng seemed to be done in a shabby, 
higeldy - pigeldy w^ay. , Roomy and substantia I, ^he 
V^^ls |ve visited wore the pink of cleanliness and 

® board all tlio Vessels was 

alrke, or os ucariy so as cScumstiinces could admit, 
and was designed for tluee orders of personS|| somo- 
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wliat analogous ♦ to aristocracy, mifklle, anti luvver 
classes, tlio beal klnj of aeconimodation \rn 0 in the 
poop. The poop* oT cutltly, as it is somdtimes called, 
is a large apartment like a dining-room, level with. the 
deck, so that you walk into lind out of it without going 
down stairs. It is situated in the after or hind-part of 
the veSsel, and its roof, which we reach by a Might of ' 
steps, forms an agreeubltk place for walking or sitting 
in the open air. In hot .weather; an awning is drawn 
Across, so as to avert tlie direct action of th«>8igi. * Sit- 
ting under this awning during fine weather, wjiile the 
ship passes rapidly and smoothly through the water, ft 
one of the most delightful things experienced iu a long 
sea voyage. The poop lias two windows looking out on 
the deck, and on entering wc find that along the sides 
tliere is a row of cabins, eacli having a door like a bed- 
room, and completely partitioned ofl'from its neighbours. 
On tlie further side is a window of font small pao^^ 
opening on the side of the ship. In the Bangalore thes^ 
cabins were capacious, and about eight feet lugh. Etich 
could accommodate a l>ed, a sihall chest of draw^ers, a 
table, two clKiirs, and some otlier articles of funftture. 
One that we pooped into was provided with a shelf of 
books. Any person occupying a cabin of this class may 
lie as. retired as in his own liouse. All the occupants 
talu* their meals at a long mahogany table which runs 
up the middle of the cuddy. Tliey aro supposed to be 
tlie guests of the captain, and require to conduct them- 
selves accordingly. At the end of the cuddy, dear the 
entrance, is tlie pantry of the«8tcward, who acts as 
waiter and general assistant. Sgch is the accommo- 
dation of what are styled poop passengers. 

On tlie lower deck an! the berths of an inferior kind. 
In lluit part of' this lower deck which is beneath the 
poop are tli.- chief cabins, as tlioy are called, being the 
size of tliose above, and ranged in the same manner 
along the ‘ idea. The windows in them are consider- 
ably siiifillci ; but to insure ventilation, the partitions 
do not reach the roof, thci’oforo tliey are not quite so 
secluded, as tlio upper cabiqs. Passengers who occupy 
these apartments take their imjals up stairs witli the 
residents in the poop, so, except when sleeping, they 
ni*ed not lie much in the lower dock. All proper 
atjcoiruModations for cleanliness are attached to the 
suites of iHTths. Adjoining the chief cabius on the 
lower deck are the second-class cabins, which are 
similarly enclosed, and the occupants of which dine at 
a table .appointed for them in this quarteg. 

So far, we Ix'lieve, tlicre is little deference between 
the arrmigomonts of tlie vessels we n^fer to and those 
of ordinary emigrant slups from the principal ports. 
"I'lie novelty consi.sts in what follows. On the same 
level as the swoiul-class cubing, and running in con- 
tinuation from tlieiii to the bow of the vessel, are the 
places appointed fi>r the humbler class of passengers. 
TIu!S(! are of four varieties — berths for families, for 
married couples, for unmarried men, and for unmarried 
women. The berths for families are cabins with doors, 
not difleriiig materially IVom the cabins of the second- 
class. The berths for married couidos are enclosed 
spaces in two tiers ; the space for a couple being three 
feet six inc,lics wide, or thcreahotits, and the same in 
height. Tiie only opening is at the end; so that the | 
oci'upants may l>e said^to crawl into bed by the foot. ! 
Curtains may be hung m fixmt. Nearer the bow, there 
are on one side, in a secluded situation, the bkirtUs dis- 
tinctly set t^iart for young wonmn | iu a sihuitti* 
on the opposite side are the berths Indlii^ 

tain small cabins in the lino offbertjAs suitable o^oi^ 
modatioiis for cleanliness are ptbyided for the use of 
both siKcs respectively. Wdtxlein seats run along tbt^ 
ft-onts of tlie berths, and lU the itiiddfo is fixetl a ^eal- 
table, with a form on each all the third- 

class passengers dine, fre ordinarily ssated-^ 
women sewing, men reading, and clilldren amusing 
themselves. 


Tills general apartnfent Is lighted ’at tltP. centre by 
the hatchway, in wdiich is the stair for * access J aiid 
near this o jehing the schoolma stcr daily . surrounds 
himself withHife eldldren of the party, for purposes of 
instruMiou. A re»^ this circumstance leads 


instruMioq. A remr^ this circumstance leads 
t* some notice :bf the principles on wliicli tlie Canter- 
*bury Association is conducted. One object is to put 
the transmission bf« emigrants on a decent and every 
way proper footing. Accordingly, besides every care 
as re/pcct» health and material comforts^ regard is had 
for spiritUxal and moral aifvancemeht. In each ship 
is a clergyman to conduct religious ordinances, a school- 
master to superintend the education of the young, and 
the general discipfinc is sucli as to preserve the strictest 
propriety and dTaer. The rate of passiige-money is, 
we believe, rather higher than is charged by others, 
but it is stated that, all things considered, this is not 
l^idged. In fioint of^fact, the association contributes 
wyards the exiiense of the ships and their occom- 
luodations, so as to lessen the burden on individual 
passengers; and it does so from the fund paid for * 
lands. Of file scheme of the association in its wider 
aspect, it is not our purpose here to enter into par- 
ticulars, as we have latcfly treated the subject at 
length in a work spqpiaUy designed for emigrants.* 
We would only observe that, if tlie price piiid for 
lands ill the Cantarbury Settlenieift be considerably I 
greiiter than what crowm lands in the colonies can be | 
elsewhere obtained for, it is on the scoi'c of greater j 
advantages being given for the money. Whether 
settlers will consent to pay in this indirect manner for 
the establishment of churches, schools, and some other 
attributes of civilised conunuiutics, will of course de- 
I>end as much on previous l.nbits or feelings ns on coui- 
mcrcial calculations. One thing is certain, that if 
capitalists of a respectable standing make this settle- 
ment their chosen seat, the place must be eminently 
advantageous for all those who depend on beinlr cni- 
ployed, and wlu> out of such employment look forward 
to the reali.:iation of property. * 

lievenons a nos tnoutons! SVe return to the more im- 
mediate subject of the nrtii^e. Having satisfied all 
reasonable (piriosity respecting the interior of the ships, 
we proceeded to the banqueting hall, where guests and 
emigrant.s were respetdively taking their seats at several 
well-plcnished tables. At uii elevated table iu the 
centre sat the president of the festivity, Lord Lyttleton, 
.‘lupported by the Duke of Newcastle and a number 
of other distinguished personages, including several 
tallies of rank. Grace btdng said (by iJie dean of 
Carlisle), the business of eating commenced, and was 
kept up with vigour under the inspiring strains at 
the band of musicians. What more need be said? 
Of course tlie speeches were creditable specimens of 
oratory. Yes, one thing it may not be improper to 
mention irv lynclusion; and that was tho gra|iilca? 
tion which we felt in hcfaring farewell paid to a 
large party of persons in a humble rank, by^liersonii 
occupying the highest social position. This public 
recognition was done twlingly aiul becomingly, and 
not unaccompanied witn counsel of practical wisdom ; 
the whole afiUir,* we trow, beiitg somewhat different 
from tlie usual methoc^ of trimdling people out of thei| 
coimtry like sot many cattle or bales of morchandisc. 
How iinmenstly— thoughf we, as we wended homeword 
in a cab how immensely the aristocracy of fhis 
comitiy might widen by taking a perponal I 

concern in the iuovements, wants, and ha^jtiits of the I 
ii)4imbl6r ordera—not in the way of for tliat * 

would % ncfldohievQUs, |»ut in bringing 

anCilMluence to boar on mef^ures that idfoct social 
wooing. He was a great man that JiOrd Baltimore, 
who y a swarm of his countrgnon luybss tlie Atlantic. 

^ A Bin|lgnpa;*s Manual^ pubUsbod in Soe the Port on 

KoW'ZDaland. • 'V' 
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'if as alfiip ii grdat mati, not onfjir as a raffed the mosements, as well as thc^odes of thought 
oohmiser but as a goyempr. Among the adstocracy and foelii^, of those who hav^ o^ept the dust for ceri- 
SWly giants ^ those days. we tudes. The' casual wanderer by the relics of the wall 


w will ptobably get those vivid glances into Koman cha- 

V' ^ rocter, and aoqiure that personal interest in Roman 

^ -o ahjt A ir w A T T ' • stoty, which Will Vve to the prosaic records of chro- 

^ R O MAW W A Xidi. , , r niclers % reality and a cliann which they did not before 

W|ISN tha tesfy Ijaird of Monkbep^s had, to the gmt possess.* ^ 

relief of Mrs Madeudiar, been at len^h -safely de- Snch is the spirit 4n wliich we are invited to retrace 
mitedin the Bawes ily, or QueensferryDiligenc^ and the ItalfrOblitbratcd vestiges of the old barrier, and to 
by the lapse of tiine and |lie motion of the lumbering see^ t^reanimate the Roman warder and liis barbarian 
veliicle^ had b^xne repossesi^ of hill eefuanimity, the fbo. We accordingly find, under such ^idance, that 
prized folio, which Had sudi a dulcifying tendency as much of historical and personal interest is recoverable, 
to banish the last traces of impati^ce and wrath, was and we obtain glimpses of curious import into that old 
Sandy Gkirdon’s * Itineraiium SepteAtrionale.’ This state of things which existed some fifteen or sixteen 
learned folio was so higldy appteeiated in its own day, hundred years ago on the debatable lands afterwards 
that a Latin edition was imblished on the continent so famous in Border legend and song. ‘ 1 confess,* says 
for tlie benefit of all European^ scholar^ ; yet it is no Horsley, ‘ tliafwhen I view some part of the country 
exaggeration to say, that i^e-tenths of modem readers .in the north of England, where the Romans had « their 
would deem it too severe a penance for any ordinary military ways and stations, that question naturally 
baelcsliding to be condemn^ to read it through. It is arises whidi has been so often proposed— What could 
in fact a most excellent type of tlie old edhool of anti- toov^ them to march so far to conquer ^uch a coun- 
quarian treatises, and doubtless was selected as sueb, try? It appears wild and desolate enough at present, 
when Sir Walter Scott resolved to have a laugh at one but must have been more so at that time, from tlie 


of his own favourite hobbies. 


accounts the Roman historians have given us of if . 


done, in the way of thus revivifying -the past. 


to most a veiy unpromlsii^ subject. tis definite literary records, 

indeed inanimate ; bpi Im who tUM a head ^ aigp^her indepeudeiit of tlie classic histories which 

a heart to feel, will find them mggestive of bright idefi jjljf© ihdttefn for the pnrpose of preserving a memory 
and melting sympathies. A laige part of knowle^T ^ fimes. AloiiiT the whole line of the wall have 
which we possess of the early hatf^ been Ibmad inscribed ablets, colmnns, altars, and iqiiu- 

b^n dug out of tlm grgfGmd. Tbs spade and pl<mi# cnini* Botm of the sepulcliL^ tablctif espcci- 

the matic have oflen w One is dedicated to Ankius Ingenttus, 

first 'Tunfrlah/eohort^ 

e of evidew!^ so far as 

ttvs ikuvfer of tbo of tho atiachment of a medical stiifi* to 

tkwiiet. j.a Another ia dedicatedi by abemved 


Sir Walter Scott did goo<l service in many ways sliall leave the Caledonian Galgacue, q;rTttcitufl for him, 
when he producecFhis inimitable satire. Yet few more to return the answer — If the enemy was ricli, their 
memorable instances could be produced of the incon- covetousness movetl them ; if poor, their ambition, 
sistency of the human mind than the occupation of And when they added ftirther desolation to a de-solatc 
Scott at the very time when ho was pciininghis amusing country, tliis was theif peace.* 

picture of the antiquarian hoarder of ‘ auld nick- Those, however, who have devoted most time and 
nackets:* he was himself exp^ding one of the Lxrgest care to the study of tlio recordwS treasiirod up in such 
incomes ever derived from literature in an attempt to ardiceological dironicles, are nearly unanimous in the 
n^iso a practical romance — a modem antiquity — not conclusions they arrive nt, that Britain was ncitlior a 
a whit less extravagant than his own credulous hero’s veiy poor nor a very barbarous country at the period 
ag(/er and valkm on the Kaim of Kinpruiies, or its of its invasion by the Romans. ‘Tliore are few evils,’ 
never-to-be-forgotten aacrificial patera, or *kng ladle.’ says Mr Bruce, ‘in the fibres of whose rewts the love 
Itfcnpt, perhaps, the least valuable of the results of money will not be found. Gold wns another secret 
which have been indirectly traced to the writings of hut powerful cause of the litirdsliips whieli the Romans 
the great Scottish novelist, that men begin to look themselves underwent, and of the countlcBs ills whii^h 
upon tlie study of antiquities, not as a research into they mercilossfy inflicted upon the miseralde islanders, 
obsolete and lifielcss callosities, but as the readiest The British chiefs in general ap;)car to have had eonsi- 
means of restoring to us the living p«^ and repeopling derablc riciies among them. Ciesnr ac quired a large 
it with the old actors, not as stx^ea or paintjCd auto- booty in Ins two descents upon our sliore. Prasutagiis, 
matons, but ns actual men and women like ourselves, the king of the Iceni, died possessed of vciy great 
each ‘in liis Iiabit as he lived.’ And it is wonderf^ wealth. To a few states iii the south, and within a few 
how much can be done, and how much remains to be years after their first subjex^tion, the pliilosophical Se- 


necia lent inoj^ thnn L.4 80,000 of our moTu*y uj»on goml 


oiir own British island there exist even now the re- securify, and at cxorlutant interest; and Boverus got a 
mains of the' well - defliiod barrier, of whicli tlie old prodigious masR of riches in this land.’ Ho, too, the 
Homan practicqjly said : ‘ Here shall be the iJounds of abundance of gold relics ; lores, or coll.irs tor the'^ncck, 
civilisatmn with its attendant arts, and beyond it all arrailliB, and bracelet^ for tlio anus and wrists, and 
shall be as though it were not 1* It is not, therefore^ even breastplate.s and kHiy-armour, all made of pure 
without good reason that men of learning and patient gold, and now fipom time to time brought to light, all 
researdi have deemed their time well spent in explor- attest the abundance of the precious metals in this 
fng ^s reinarlmble wo^ which stret^es lk>m the country in early times, and add to the probability, 
banks of theTynCj in iheneighbourbood ^Newcasfi^ which is confirmed by other evidence, that prior to the 
where iU termwtto ttill o&ly enough gives the name Roman era our islands abounded in native gold, 
to onr W€drit-imd^coal I^io tliQ border at the Solway The contrast between tlie Roman and native redics is 
Eirtlv on the northern skirts of modem England, nbt tlie least remarkable and intercisting feature in 
Tliere has appear^ within the last ^w months a new these investigations. The native rclitss consist of the 
and comparatively popular aocofint^of this singular weapons and implements of stone, hronze, or iron, and 
16 which we ^w the attention of tlt« personal ornaments of gold— interesting only as 

our readers, 1^% o6uvinced that it wiM amply repay a evidences of the progress in arts or military skill of 
perusal. ‘ A dead w^h* sayf the liist^^ those to whom they belonged. Their conquerors, on 


to whom they belonged. Their (jonquerors, on 
jPAtrary; liave left us definite literary records, 
fther inilependeiit of tlie classic hisSories which 





husbamil, ‘To hit matchless wife, witit whom he iiad sounded with the hum Vmiiltitudes jmd th*e,c}ashbf 
lived twenty-seve^ yoaiy without a single quaitcl I'^ arms— fnow present a scene of utter desofation. The 
a couple whose incomparirole lidelity ma}^* justly chah wayfarer may pass through them without knowing it; 
lenge comparison with the foremost of modern candi' the* streets are Ifeyelled, the temples ave overtllrown, and 
dates for the Dunmow flitch of bacon. the softs and daUghfers of Italy, ]^^au^itanu^ and Spain, 

Among the legends and traditions of ‘Tlie Wall,' wjiiose adopted homes they were, no longer encounter 
not a *few curious, though distorted memories of the diim. The shftep, depasturing the grass -grown ruins, 
old lioman supremacy, as well as of the lawless freedom look listlessly •upoiL the passer-by ; and the curlew, 
which succeeded to then), may still be trticed, though wheeling >boVe his head, Screams as at the presence of 
these are now rapidly fiiding before the mOrck of tlie an inBrudej.' Quo can scaicely turn up the soil with- 
iron highway and the electric wires, Mr Bruce o^ores : out meeting not only with "bronze relics and personal 
‘ “ Tliere are no old people upon the wall now,” as ft oniamen Is, fragments of Roman pottery, and othei^ im- 
man of threescore lately said to me whed I was eudea- perishable ai'ticles, but also with the bones of oxen, the 
Youring to persuade Mm to gather up from his still tusks of boars, deers’ horns, and other animal remains ; 
more ancient neighbours the fireside lorct of bygone while as for ^ifti^n coins, wo are almost tempted to 
times,’ It is not a little singular, however, to find, as fancy their owners must liave sown them broadcast, 
ont‘ of the most widespread tftiditions of this fronti^ they arc met with in such quantities wherever the 
line, tlie existence of an ingenious lloiflan suhstitu^i^llilp^Und is di8tw?bed. ^ 

for tUe electric telegraph. ‘ In this wall,* says an d[% :: i # ' Jt is not a little remarkable,’ says Mr Bruce, ‘ that 
writer — Sir Christopher Ridley — ‘ was the 3 rr a tninck tlie names of tlie stations, which must have been house- 
of brass, or whatever kyiid of mettal, which went from hold words in the days of Roman occupation, have for 
one place to another along the wall, and came ind> the the most paft been obliterated from the local vocabu- 
captaynos chamber, whereat they had watchers for the lary. They arc now only to be recalled, and that with 
same, and yf tlieyr had bene stryfe or business botwyxt difliculty, by exhuming the stony records of the past, 
the enemies, and that the Avatchmen did blow a horn and comparing them^witk tlie notices of contem- 
in at the end of the trunko, that came into the chamber, poraneous geographers. The truth is, that military 
and so from one to one.’ Nearly the same tradition reasons dictated thoiclioice of the stiiftions — commercial 
exists at tlie present day along some portions of the facilities gave rise to modern cities. Long may the 
lin(? of the more northerlj'^ or Scottish Romaft Wall, mere military outpost be consigned to the shepherd’s 
Avhich extended between the Clytle and the Forth ; and use, whilst the wharf and the warehouse are beset by 
the clay-pipes and flue-tiles use^ for the stoves and the busy crowd.’ * 


baths of the old Roman villas are triumphantly pro- 
duced in proof of its truth. 


A very different transition-stage, however, had to he 
passed through before the military outpost gave place 


The trtujps of Roman and native civilisation along to the xvarehouse and thronging wharf, such os now 
the line ol ihe wall are of the moat varied kind ; but crowd the site of the old Pons Aeilli, or Newcnstle- 
iiot less interesting to us is the evidence aflbrded of the uiKm-'Tyne. Instead of the classic names of the 
changing iii^hu ruxis on which the existcuce of tlie most Notifioy we stumble on such tenns os Busy-gaii^Boglc- 
iiMjKirtant ciiics and stations dopciided. Tlie Romans hole, and the more ominous title of Bloody^ gap. 
11 lade It one of their earlkst and most indispensable While, yet Scotland and England Avere rival Idngdoms, 
(asks in every new province*, to construct great mili- it was tlie policy of the governments df both countries 
tury rojuls, at the junctions of •Avhich, or on the most to maintain on the Borders a body of men inured 
convenient stations along tl^eir course, were speedily to arms, and to encourage a constant system of mu- 
f^tabllsluHl camps or military post.s, which again, in tual aggroJi^on and Avrongs, Wlicii tlie policy of 
iiiuny cases, became the nucleus of large towns, and Elizabeth and the accession of James to the throne of 
gavv‘ rise to many of the chief modem cities : and it is England allayed the national stiufe^ the stern warriors 
a remarkable evidence of the sagacious policy of impe- of the Border degcucratcnl into sheep-stealers ; and 
rial Rome, that one of tlie very first steps taken by the instead of dying in the fray, or yielding their necks 
English government after the northern rebellion of honourably to the headsman’s stroke, they burdened by 
1745, ’Was the reconatniction of the oltl military way the score the galloAvs-tree at Newcastle or Carlisle. It 
K’ tween N^>wc«stle and (Carlisle, almost precisely on the is impossible to imagine the desolation and misery oc- 
Iin(‘ of Hadrian’s Roman road. casioned by such a state of society. JBeniard Gilpin; 

We have seen, however, in oi|r own day, an entirely the ‘ aiio-stle of the north,’ Avas esteemed a brave man;, 
new system of roiuls introduced — namely, tlie railways; because he annually ventured as far as Rothhury, to 
and alreaily the most remarkable changes are resulting iireach the gospel of peace to the lawless people of the 
from it. Towns, such as St Albmis, whei*o formerly vale of Coquet. Camden and Sir Robert Cotton, 
hundreds of stage-coaches, postchaises, and gentlemen’s though ardency desirous of examining the AA’all^ursf 
carriagos ustnl to Change horses daily, axe now utterly not venture in their progress enstw'ard beyond Carvo- 
dcscrtcd and grass-grown. They are like 8(?a-ports on a ran. ‘ From thence,’ says the illustrious authpr of the 
forsaken beach, or like tuAvns along the hank of a river ‘ Brittauia,* writing about 1580, ‘ tlk wall goeth for- 
Avliich has abandoned its course. MeauAvliUc the cur- ward more aslope by Iverton, Forsten, and Chester-in- 
rent flows abundantly in the new channel, and large the -Wall, xiear to Busy-gap, a place infamous for 
towns are already springing up ift Crewe, Blis worth, and lliieving and robbing, where stdbd some castles (Clies- 


others of the chief points of j unction of the gnuit t|’unk- ters they called thera),*as I have heard, but I could not 
linos. A precisely siigilar resii^ seems to have fol- with safety talic the* Ml survey of it, for the rank'l l 
lowed the desertion of the old Roxnan Wall, and the robherst theraabouts,’ bfr Brucxi adds some curious 
abandonment of the great military roads which its evidence Of the ill-repute of this same transmural re- 


(idhuders ligd maintairicHl ; and the cttrious aut5\miry gioia 
noAv exhumes from bent^th the heath, orwii|L >— 
lone sheep-pastures, which seek) t«%the commop cy^ ^ li 
as if tho hand of mim had neter disturbi^ tliehi, ovi- WgJ* 
dence8*of wealth, luxury, abundant population, au^ 
all the appliances of domestic oon^lence which •w^ere wcu? 
familiar to the uatlre of ittdv in iht second and third 

‘ tor the ihost part» the stftti0ni---oitic9^w for 
oenturiei wm tto of i Brflk 


giom In the sixteenth centbry, an act of the merchants 


In ghiTiclQjf along tbe map of the wall, and oantnutlng flu* edd 
lUpuiypoS If tliostatiuus with the names now attahbsd ta them, 

K whieh tluiy once oiMiumod, wo can tmho ito fosomhlance 
Hweon iS^«dannm and Wsllnend, Ben- 

and Butchoater,,i^n*^lW Cbesters, 

nd Carrowburgh, Ito, Biit tit 

to ootinty pf NurthumhojiUuid* opcnrs a station 
lomana oalled Magna. tke^imodorn naiho of this 

orai^ simply a tnmalalloa tha ol^ into the native 
jptsigo>n^. 
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of ;Ke\r/ia9^0 i^rbkld aiiy g^ilS-brothor from taking lia 
ian lippi^ntk^ any one 'Nm in Tyndale, Li<kltedid<^ or 
any Bucli .like Under ft penalty ^ L.20j assign- 

k^g CIS the reaisbn; a notorious fact, jtha* the dishonesty 
{iitid yice of ih^e regions is liereditary, and propagated 
the Blood 1 * The parties there brought tip are khowii, 
either by feducatiou or nature, not to bo Bf honest con-* 
versation ; they commit frequent thdfts, and other 
felonies, proceeding from sucJi lewd and ^wkkbd pro- 
genitors!' Fully a century later, curibue evidence 
exists to slieu' that the old prejudices against these 
Bor&rmcn lind in nowise diminished— ^asease of proses- 
cution for defamntidn being on record so late as the 
middle of the seventeenth century, ^lecauso a baker of 
Nev^castlo hod styled a brotlier freeuf^a ‘ a BasMi/-gap 
rogueT 

Scott’s ‘Bonier Minstrelsy’ supplies "abundant and 
familiar illustration of tire strange lawless system that 
prevailed ph tlie debatable Jands lying between the two 
kingdoms long after Scotland and Fngland had become 
one. It was quaintly retnarked by a reviewer, after 
rofcning to some of the forays and cattk^aids of the 
old Border Scotts, that Sir Walter had been at more 
pains to traxre his descent from thieves than inOst men 
would take to i)to'\t? their ance^ors honest men! We 
cannot spare room liere, however, for following further 
the lively advcntifrcs of the Busysgnp Hogues, though 
they retained their lieroditnry cliaracter down to the 
reign of George III. 

No less curious are the ineditieval traditions that 
linger about the prccinOts of the old wall in the wilder 
districts of Northumberland. At Sewingsluelds, for 
example, is the locality of the familiar tradition of the 
renowned King Arthur, who, with his Queen GueneA%‘r, 
bis lords and ladies, hawks ami houmls, lio to this day 
encliantcd in an unknown cave in the crags, under a 
spell, only to In? broken wlien some one shall first blow 
a bn^c-horn whicli lies near the entrance of the cave, 
and then, with tjie sword that lies beside it, cut a garter 
through which binds it to the wait Some fifty years 
ago, so says veracious tradition, the famicr of Sowing* 
shields discovered, under #ie mins of the old caistle, a 
subterranean passage unkxiown to him before. He 
entered, and made hi| along a low vault e<l arcli^ 
his courage sinking ut every step as he trod amid toads 
and slimy lizards, and startled at .the flight of dark- 
winged bats, disturbed by his intrusion. At length a 
dim light appearetl tefore him, and following its guhl^ 
ance, the bold Northumbrian farmer stood under the 
fretted roof of a vast subterranoan liall, strangely lighted 
by an unearthly glOAV. King Arthur, with liis queen 
iind court, slumbered on a circle of thrones and couches 
round the walls, and at their feet were thirty couples 
of gigantic wolf-lumnds. On a stone-table in the middle 
of the hall lay the BixiUrdissolviiig horn, sword, and 
fearte^ The fanner seized the sword, tmd as he drew 
it from the scabbard, the eyes iif the wumarch and liis 
courtiem opened. He cut the gartcuv and they sat up^ 
and the dogs sho(^ themselves from the sleep of cen- 
turies. But the courage of t^e intnidier failed him-— 
the sword Slowly returned to us scabbard ; and as the 
strange court sunk ^ia back to itheir spell-bovind 
slumbers, King Arthur exclaim^ 

‘ Oh wo Wide the evi4 day . ^ 

CM which this wUlew wight was 
Who di«w the swoid, the gartiw cht, 

But never blew the bugies.horn I* ® 

The farmer was so terroi^^fitrickeii tluit lie could nevjl^ 
afterwards tell he e8caped^ or fln& again 
entrance to the etichah^ hall. 

Such is ouv modern curious th^ of 

the goof I fcn Arthur^who Merlin swore shoulcPomc* 
again^^^ it him shrvin^ 

chattml^nturieB, an^is well worth coti|^dering m the 
tnpji embodies under Us quaint bm^ry . 


while; however, 4t will gufflee to shew Ifew many pleasant 
topics may be suggested to t^e isambl4r along the course 
of the old Homan barrier, which once strotclied its un- 
broken line of forts, curtain walls, and military way, 
from Segedunum^ or Wallsend, near the mouth of the 
Tyne, to Bowness on the Solway Firth. TO tliqsc who 
desire fo become familiar with the history and antiqui- 
ties of this remarkable monument of the military arts 
of ancient Hom^ we recommend Mr Bruce’s work, from 
whidh Ti’tJ have extracted some of the above passages. 
To 4h(k antiquary its attractions are great, abounding 
Is it docs with engravings of altars arid inscriptions, 
maps, sections, and ground-plans of all that most 
command his study, and many of these being entirely 
new, ahd derived from the ontlmsiastic author’s own 
personal observations. Wliat Wo have said above, how- 
ever, will suffice to shew that others besides the pro- 
fess^ antiquffry will find in the work matter to attract, 
instruct, and to amuse; and we should think Little of 
that mind wliidi, amid all the stirring interest of the 
present, can spare no thought for that older state of 
being from whence the present has sprung, ^uid to which 
it owes a reverence in some degree akin to that which 
is due to the parent from the child. 


FRENCH COTTAGE COOKERY. 

I HAD frequently remarked a neat little old woman, in a 
clean, stifi-starched, quilted cap, going to and from a 
neighbouring chapel, without however its ever coming 
into my head to asl who she was ; until one day a 
drove of oxen alarmed her so visibly, that I opened the 
gate of my little garden, and begged her to remain there 
in safety till the cattle hud piussed by. 

‘Madame is very polite; she has no doubt been in 
France 1’ 

‘ Yes,* answered I in her native langungc, * I resided 
there many yeare, and poredive I have the pleasure of 
addressing a French woman.^ 

M was born in Englfftul, madame; but at eight years 
of age went with my fathci* to Honfleur, where I married, 
and continued to reside until four years ago, when my 
poor husband followed the remains of his lost remaining 
child to the grave, aiid in less than a fortnight after died 
of the grippe himself. Iliad no means of living then, 
being too old^to go out as a femme de jfounn?e, my only 
means of gaining a livelihood; so 1 returned to the pburc 
where I w*a8 born, and my mother’s youni^C^t brother 
allows me thirty-five pounds^a year, upon condition that 
T am never more than a month out of England agnin.’ 

We soon became great friends, and by degrees I learned 
her history. This,uncle of hers ivas a year younger than 
herself—^ thorough John Bull, who hated the Frencli, 
and ridiculed everything that was fonngn. Jlis heart, 
how'ever, WAS kind and generous, and he no sooner heard of 
the destitute condition in which his aunt was lefti than 
he hastened across the Chaniiei for her, bought in her 
clo|hes and furniture, which she was forced to sell to 
enable her to satisfy hot^' creditors* and then iinuie her a 
present of them all again, otferlng to convey her to her 
native country, and settle upon her enough to enable her 
t to lire there decently; which allowance, however, was to 
cease^ she was ever known to he more than a month out 
o^^gland. /Time enough for her to.pfay over hef 
^jV^nch friends’ graves, benighted Cathulio that she 
be! lb%t I wont hl!ve more of my money spent ainoiig 
the^i ibi»ign frog-^ nor I chn help.’ The pooawoffian 

liaid |io oibiir choice; but it was several years^ ^b^^^ 
leconcUed hemelf^to habits sd dilfereht frdin those to 
which been so Io%«acqpstOfned ; knd to the lust 

she preserved t ho Fmnck mode M eating, and 

msuMr. At the topmost stot^ of a high house she took 
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two unturnished ]|pom8f the largest eo^ained her lfcd, 
secretaires commodo^pmdulc^ prie-dicUs and whatever was 
best and gayest of her possessions. The rooid behind was 
consacrecy as she called it, to pots and pans, basins and 
baskets, her night-quilt and pillow, |ud whatever cho 
was not ‘convenable* to display to * le inonde;’ but the 
front a2>artment was wliere she lived, slept, cook'ed, ate, and 
prayed ; and a nice, clean, tbeorful, well -furnished room 
it was, and many a pleasaht hour have I spent in it,wUh 
the old lady, conversing upon cookery and pdlitcness 
— two requisites she found the lilnglish quite (ftficleiih 
in, she said. I confess I ain somewhat inclined to agree 
with her, especially os to the former ; and those who agree 
with me in opinion will perhaps be glad to have her 
recipes for the inexpensive French dishes which fine 
cooks despise too much to print in cookery-books. 

We shall begin with the pot au feu, ^n M»ue Miaul^ ; 
own vwjrds: — ‘ (let from the butcher a nice, smooth, prettjl 
piece of beef, with as little skin, fat, strings, and bones, 
as possible : (me pound docs for me, but^for a famHy w'e 
shiiH say three pounds. Put this into — not an iron pot, 
not a brass pot, not a tin pot — but an earthen pan with 
a close-fitting lid, and three quarts of filtered water, and 
some salt. This you must pj^t, not on the fire, but on the 
top of the oven, which- is heated from the fire, and which 
will do just the same as a hot hearth: let it boil up; 
skim and deprive it of ull grease. When this i8*accom- 
plislied, take three large carrots,* cut in three pieces — 
three, remember 1 — one large parsnip cut in two, two 
^ turnips, its many leeks as po8siblC“--you can’t have too 
many; two cloves ground, and the least little idea of 
pejjper, and onions if you like — I only put a burnt one 
to colour. Now cover up, and let it stay, going tic-J^ic- 
tic! for seven hours; not to ftot/, pray. When I hear 
my bouillon bubble, the tears are in inyeyea, for I know 
it is a plot manqni, Whei ready, put the beef— what 
w(i country people call bouillie— which word, they say, is 
vulgar — never mind! — put it on a dish, and with tasteful 
elegance dispose around the oiuTOts, parsnip, and turnip. 
Then on slices of bread at tiio bottom of a bowlpouryour 
sonp^ and thank dod for your good dinner. 

‘ I Boinotimes tie the white par| of my leeks in bundles, 
like ttsjuuagus, and serve on roasted (she never would say 
toasted) bread. Next day 1 warm the soup again, intro- 
ducing rue, vermicelli, or fi^sh carrots cut in shapes, as iny 
fancy may lead me, and cat the beef cohfwith tarragon 
vinegar. M*no Fouache, my sister-in-law, puts in ce- 
lery, parsle^, und a hundred other things; but that is 
modern — inine is the old, respectable pot au feu; aiul l 
never have nonplus, what all th^ FouacUcs are so fond 
of, which is properly a Spanish, not a French dish, called 
olla podruht — very extravagant, Not only have they^ 
beef, blit a fowl, a ham, or piece of one; a Bologna or 
S}iiinisli sausage; all the vegetables tiauied above; puis 
chiches (large hard peas), which must l>e soaked a night; 
a cabbage, a hard pear, and whatever they can gather, in 
the usual proportion of a small quart to a large pound of 
lucivt; and not liking oil, us the Spaniards dol Mmc Fouache 
adds butter and flour to Some of the sOup, to make sauce. 
The fowl is browned before the fSte, aiid served wdth pear, 
peas, celery, and the ham with the cabbage; the beef with 
the carrots, leeks, and parsnips; the sausage by itself; and 
the soup in a tureen over st entiton. This takes nine 
hours of slow cooking; but mine, the reritable tH^t au feu 
Fn^ncais, is ^mch better, as well as simpler and cht\^r,’ 

* Thank you, Mme Miau,» said I ; * here it is all >vm»|L 

down. Is that batter-pudding ^6u i^aVe arrangi^ for 
frying r ; 

* No, Madame ; it is saiTwHn. ft Was my dinner yes^ 

terday^ en ^uuUtic; to-day I fry it, gurnet 

besides, ami well dibeth* / . ^ . 

, • How do you*cook it V a’ ' 

^ In franco t taka hklf a pint Of water and a pint and 
a half of milk; but hete the muttonn saves me the 


trouble : so 1 take two pkits of his^mlljcf^and by degrees 
mix in a gwd half pint of buckwbeat-flour, Jalt,* an egg 
if you have it^ but if not, half an hour’s add'itional boil- 
ing will do as.w^l- This mess, must bodlong, till it is 
quite; quite thick r^yon pat some warm with milk^ and 
put the remainder into a d^^p plate, where, when coH, it 
pas the anp’earaiice you see, and is very nice fried.’ 

* And' tne gurnet r 

*I boil it, skill ifc,f and bone it, and pour over it the 
following Sauce: — A dessert -spoonful of flour rubbed 
smooMi intb a half tumbler qf water; this you boil till 
it is thick, and looks clear: then take it off the fire, 
isnd'praj don’P put it on again, to spoil the taste, and 
pop ill a good lump of Dutch buttei^, if you can’t afford 
fresh, which is mu|;h better, and a small teaspoon ful of 
vinegar; pour thft over your fish; an egg is a great im- 
provement. I can’t afford that, but I sometimes add a 
little drop of milk if I have it.* 

t aiu sure itPmust be very good : and, by the by, can 
ijy^.tell me what to do with a miserable haH'-starvcd 
ctHcken that the dogs killed, to make it eatable ^ 

‘Tru&S it neatly, stuff it with sausage and bread- 
crumbs; mi^ some flour and butter, taking care it docs 
not colour in the pan, for it must be a white rout ; plump 
^your chicken in this, and add a little water, nr soup if 
you have it ; take four little onions, two small cairots 
cut in half ; tie in a buiijle the tops of celery, s»)me chives, 
a bay* leaf, and some^arsley ; salt to m.sle, with a bit of 
mace — will be all you require more ; cover close, so that 
all air is excluded, and keep it Bimmering two liours and 
a quarter : it will turn out white and plump ; ydace the 
vegetables round it ; stir in an egg to thicken the sauce, 
off the fire, and your dish will not make you blush.* I 
did as she directed, and found it very good. 

I went very often to Mmc Mian’s, and invariably found 
her reading her prayer-book, and she a? invariably put it 
down unaftcctediy without remark, and entered at once 
into conversation upon the subject 1 introduced, ^levcr 
alluding to her occupation. 

* I fear,’ said I one day, * I interrupt jjpur devotions.’ 

* Dll /ou/, madamc, they arc finished; 1 am so far from 
chapel I can only get there upon Sundays or on the very 
great BaiuU* days; but I have my (joad cornei' here,* I 
pointing to kho prie-dieUs which stood belbro what 1 had 
always imagined shelves, protected from the diist by a 
green baize curtain ; ‘ and you see I have my little rc- 
luenibrances behind this,’ ailded- she, palling the curtain 
aside, and displaying a crucifix, * the Virgin milil and 
sweet Bt John* standing by, her string of be.ads, the 
crowns of everlastings from her parents’, husband’s, and 
children’s graves, several prints of sucrud subjects, and a 
shell containing holy water. 

Her simple piety was so sincere that I felt no desire 
to. cavil at the little harmless superstition^ mixed with 
it, but said: ‘You must have many sad and solitary 
hours; but you know Mrhcre to look for consolation I 
find.’ m • 

* Yes, indeed, madame. Without religion how could I 
have lived through my many Borrows* but God sustains 
me^ and 1 am not unhappy, although wearing out iny 
age in jwverty and in a strange laud, without one of 
those I loved left to contort me ; for if the longest life 
be short, the few* years I nave be^re me are shorter still, 
and I thank Him daily for the comfort I derive, from my 
Christian education.’ t 

She was too dalicate-m^ided to say Catholic, which I 
knew ike mdknt, and I changed the subject, lest our. 
Idias not agree so well if wo pursued it . much 

fiu^er. * PtUy, Mme is the use of that odd- 

I on standf 

for stewing or boiling ; the baker BOtls me the 
>d ^t of bis. oven (we call it hraiss iu France), 
fix with a little charcoal ; this makes a capital 
in suniiner 1 dress mf dinuw. ' You see there 
phts, one above the other ;4his saves me the 
dirt, and expense hi the grate, for it 

the nissage qui^ well, %i)d Stewed beefsteak is 
joodf as when dressed by it/ 


, rv ' ■ . 'i 

rotti^ md pot to it a quantity of onioftt j 
J fimall, and a bit 6f garlic^ when they ase quite i 

? iojEt^j ^ little pepper^ andt seine flour and 

soup.. ^Into thii I put* slices 
of stew slowly till quite done, and tl^fi 

iiiieken tKe sauce with polder starch. <rhe' q|Bighboui( 
dbwn stairs like this so much, that we often ^ halres 
in both the food and fifing, whicfi greatly reduces the 
cost to both ; and it keeps so well, and heats to nicely ! 
They eat it with boiled rk;e, which I never befofe saw 
done/ and like very much; ^but I boil my rice n^ore than 
they do, and beat jt into a paste, witi salt and ah 
egg, and either brown it before the fire or fry it, which I 
think an improvement; but neighbour Green likes it all 
natural.^ 

'Oh, do tell me about sou/}j d /« it sounds 

very uumviting.* 

' 1 seldom take it in this county, whe^e vegetables are 
BO dear, and you must prepare your graim yourself.* 

* How do you prepare it r 

'By boiling dripping with onions, garlic, and spices; a 
good tabiespoonful Qf this l^lves a nice tasteHo water, and 
you add eveiy kind of vegetable you can obtain, and eat 
it with brown bread steeped in it. The very poor abroad* 
almost live on it, and those who ^re better off take a sou 
from these who have no flire, pour tremper leur toupt; 
and surely on a c(^d day this hot m^ss is more acceptable 
to the stomach than cold bread and cheese.* 

. ‘ You seem very fond of pnious with everything.* 

‘Yes; they make everything taste well : now crevettes, 
what you call shrimps, hovf good they are W'ith onions!* 

' How ! onions with shrimps ! — what an odd combina- 
tion ! Tell me how to dress this curious dish.* 

' ' When the shrimps are boiled, shell them, take a pint 
or a quart, according to your family ; make a rout, odd- 
ing pepper; jump (sauiez) them in it, adding, as they 
warm, niinced parsley; when quite hot, take them off the 
fire, |,ud stir round among them a good spoonful of sour 
cream. Pois de prud*honime poit mange-iout oxo 
dressed' the samf, leaving out tlTe flour and pepper.* . 

‘ I don’t know what ptAs you mean.* 

‘The prud^hommest when they first come in, are like 
lupiurpods, and contain little square white beaus. You do 
not shell them till they are quite old, and then they are 
good also, but not nearly so good or so wholesome as in 
the green pods. The poU tirer or mange-touU ore just 
like every other pea — only as you can cat the pods, you 
have them full three weeks before the others are ready, 
and a few handfuls make a good dish : you must take the 
string off both, as you do with kiduey-beans, unless when 
young.’ 

' I suppose yop cat the white dry beans which are to be 
bought at thp Frencii shop here,^ 

‘ No, never ; they don’t agree with me, nor indeed are 
they very digestible for any but strong workers.* 

* How should they be dressed t* 

* ‘ Sai^eped from five to twclyo hours ; boiled till tender ; 
then jumped with butter and parsley in a pan after drain- 
ing welli and milk and an ^ stirred in them oflT the 
. fire, of what is murh better, a little sour cream or 
buttermilk. They cat well with foast ' mutton, and are 
mveh more dOli^ than the ||bd beans, which, hovrever, 

I have never seen sol^^^^ 

‘ 1 would vdo so were I confitied tb wisby-waehy 
stuff people of in ingland qAl.ooffee^bad In 

itself, and worse pcepat^' ^ , 

’ How do ^ou manage ^ ' 

^ I buy coffee^-l»eaiis rea^ roeated or not : a eoffb#^mitl 
cost me la. 6d^, afid I iteh^y imw 
self ; but I always ffesSan my beaus by juniping ihem^ 
a clean fryiug-p^^indth a l^ile new butter, tilllqqjte^ 

i i.^fahd:. cri8p----vjfe® ' to. ' have^bod 

; eoffee'.'' ;;Y '^<j^|||Ete.:.at'%^^ :Use.''tiiht' sm^UPoffee 

" oii even hi this counirf 


coffee. Xdi 
'tiianld[|K 


fiow ooi^bii even in this counts: two 
[ fw^poonfiytweerve me; but were I ri&er^ I 
three, Hpon thefte two 8poan|uls I feur a 
iig water, and whUa it is draining through, 


I belt the same Quantity of milk, wh^h I mix with the 
I clear coffee^ and I have my two cupp Chiccory 1 don*t 
I like, spite of the doctor, wh^ sSjs it is wholesome. All 
I French dbetofs preach against coffee ; but I who have 
I d|unk it all my life am of opinion they talk nonsense. 
You may take It*stronger or weaker; but I advise you 
alwaya to make it this way, and never try the foolish 
English practices of tailing, simmering, clearing, and such 
like absurdities and fussings. 1 generally, however, break- 
fast sinonfottpe d la citromlktSmich. is very nice.’ 

' Telf me how to make it.’ 

r '"Y(fli out your citronille (pumpkin, 1 believe you call 
it) in slices, wliich you boil m water till soft enough to 
press through a cullender into hot milk ; add salt and 
pepper, stir smooth, and give one boil, and it is ready to 
pour upon your bread as a pur^, A little white wirte 
improves it, or you may make it au gras^ mixing a littio 
white meat g^vy; but to my mind the' simple soup is 
the best, altbough I like a bit of butter in it I confestj. 
|!*rumip8 and even carrots eat very well prepared this 
way many think ; but ,1 prefer the latter prepared a la 
Cricu^ which you do very well in England.* 

‘ You use a great deal of butter, which at one time of 
the year is very dear in England,* 

‘ And in.Franoe also ; therefore I buy it at the cheap 
seasons, put it on the fire, and give it a boil, skiniming it 
well; then I let it settle, a|ld pour off all that is clear 
into bottles and pots, aud it keeps until the dear time is 
past, quite well for cooking.* 

‘ Ami eggs i* 

'Nothing so simple, •vhei) quite new laid : butter them 
well with fresh butter ; ' remember if a pin’s point is 
passed over, the egg ‘spoils — rub it well into them, and 
place in jars, shaking over them bran or dry sand : wash * 
when about to use them, and you would say they had 
been laid two days back only.* 

‘Do you eat your prepared butter upon bread 1* 

never do anything so extravagant as to eat butter 
upon bread; I prefer to use it in my cookery; but I don’t 
think boiled butter would taste well so, though it fries 
beautifully on maigre days; and on others I use lard to 
my potato.’ • 

* Does one satisfy yod ?’ asked 1 laughing. 

‘ Oh yes, if it is of a toK'hible size. I cut it in pieces 
the size of a bazcl-imt, dry, and put them into a common 
sauce-pan, with the least bit of butter, shaking them 
about every fewmmutes; less than half an hour docs 
them ; they are eaten hot, with some salt sifted over.’ 

' 1 suppose you often have aif omelet 1* 

' Not often< but let me ofl'er you one now.’ 

I had scarcely assented, when the frying-pan was on 
the fire to heat three eg^s broken, some chives^and parsley 
minced, and mixed with a little pepper and salt all 
together— Mjno Miau throwing in a drop of milk because 
she happened to have it, In order to. increaso the 8i/.o of 
^the omelet, although in general she seldom used it — and 
flour never. It was thrown upon the boiling fat, and as 
it hardened, lifted up with two wooden forks round and 
round, and then rolled over, ?ici)er turned — the upper 
part, which yaZ still slightly liquid, serving for sauce as 
U were. This was all, and very good 1 found it. Another 
time she put in grated cheese, which was also excellent. 

‘ I ean*t comprehend how you contrive to make every- 
ihii^ 80 good at so littk expense,* said I. 

' There is no tneiit in making good things if you arc 
extravagant : any one can do that.’ 

* No, Indeed* not eTrtsry^ one.’ ^ 

' Cookery, in a little w^,* continued Miau, *ap« 
fieaw te me to simple. To fry well, the fat must 6ot2 
putting what you wish fried into it ;*'and this you 
by Inrowiiig a piece of bread, which should 
|[11d %imeaiaielyAtUe colour should be yellow or light- 
broWh^erer darker^ To ttewi the only rule js to let 
tycur meat flmmer gently for a long time, and keep in the 
steafi^ and fll Borts should be previously sauted in a 


rout, v^ich kee|i in tki®^ juices the Iqok, aUq, li im- 
potiiml? ftud a burnt onion helps >ilio colour.* 

Mme Mliuiv however, could corit more elaborate disbes 
th%h; ij^oe6%e treated^ to, and 1 shall subjijin 
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some ot tier recipe^ all of wblcli I have t|icd myself ; %nd 
if the preceding ve|y economical but thoroughly French 
dishes please as amuhHaAon, I may give* in a future 
number of rather a higher desoription. 


• THE FIRST PEINT. . 

The art of tho goldsmith^in out days limited to jihe 
fashioning of gold and silver into sacred vessels, table- 
ornaments, or utensils for daily use, was formerly not 
deemed unworthy of being exercised by the mo8t delci 
brated hands. At tho period of the revival of the arts 
. in Italy, the goldsmiths were real, and often great 
artists in design, sculpture, carving, and engro^ng. 
With them originated the art of engraving on metals, 
and about the middle of tho fifteenth century they 
intrwluccd an ornamental kind on platds of silver 
gold. • When the design was engraved, the lines ow 
incisions were filled in witli a shining black compound 
made of silver and leiul, so as produce the efi’dct of 
shadow ; and as the plates thus cut and prepared were 
called niello — tho Italian contraction of the Latin word 
riiijeUhnn — tho goldsmiths were also , known by the 
name niellatori. Amongst tlie most remarkable of those 
workers in niello is the Florentine, Jomaso Finiguerra, 
wlio lived in the middle of the fifteenth century. He, 
in common with all the goldsmit^is of the age, devoted 
all the resources of his genius and skill to the engrav- 
ing, and afterwards inlaying witli niello, a kind of 
small Bcnncircular idates of silver, three or four inches 
in depth, to which the name pax was given, from the 
words ‘ Pax le cum’ (‘ Peace bo with thee’) uttered by 
the officiating priest when, after kissing them liiinself, 
he presoute:] fhom to bo kissed by the other pri(?8t8 in 
{itteiidancc. Distinguished above all other productions 
of this kind, as well by its irtistic merit as by its sub- 
ject, is one pax, rcprcscntiiig tjic Assumption of tbe 
Virgin ; and though it hoars ^neither name nor mark, 
yet there can be no doubt that it is the w^orkmanship 
► (jf Finiguerra, as in the city arcliiyes of Florence is to 
be found mi entry of * sixty-si>«» ilorins paid to Jomaso 
l''iuiguerra for a pax, on which is engraved tho Assump- 
tion of the Virgin.’ This pax is sail carcftiUy preserved 
in the imiseum of Florence; and when we%?onsider that 
the art was thcii in its infancy, it is saying not a little 
ft>r tlie production, that eyes that have been feasting on 
tlie works of tho groat masters can dwell with com- 
phiceucy on it, as far surpassing anything of which that 
age could boast. But whatever may be its intrinsic 
merit, a disttovery lately made is CiUculated to adu to 
its celebrity amongst amateurs. 

Vasari, in his ‘ Lives of Celebrated Painters,’ relates 
tha t a woman having accidentally gone into Fiuiguerra’s 
studio, and laid down upon a silver plate engraved in 
niello a wet cloth, was very much Surprised, when she 
took it up figttin, to find the ^^ole of tlie engraving 
stamped upon it. This incident, calculated to strike 
even an ordinary mind, must have made a deep ihi- 
pression on the vivid iufbginatiou <>of F'iuiguen'o. It is 
but natural to suppose that it must have immediately 
occurred to the ingenious artist, that the impression of 
the engravinlt might as easily be token on paper 
cloth, nor is it less likely that havings; tried sevew 
experiments with the same result a# befbire, he pfersO* 
vered tyi he at last devised a inode of pressing by a 
cylinder a damp sheet of pbper on the engravhlg,^ahd^ 
thus discovered tlie art of taking a, p^t a metal 
plate, vv. '- 

All this, however, ptofabM and natural as it i s, 
would bo but mere cotijecturej and was only such till 


the end of the last cehtury, when the Abate 

Zani discovered among tho treasures of. mit In the 
Louvre, a proof-print of this niello of Finiguerra, printed 
with dark Ondf indelible ink ; and now the preoipua 
sheet* Carefhily separated from tho other prints of 
iW Italian, masters, and witli a glass over it, is exhi- I 
•bited teethe admiring gaze of amateurs, as the first 
print ever taken fropi an engraving. I 

-» — ^ ^ ^ ^ — - — — . 

THE FLOATING GARDENS OF MEXICO. 

'J’he greater Q(irt of the vegetables consumed in Mexico 
are cultivated in the Cliinampas, Called by Europeans 
floating gardens. ^They are of two kinds i some are 
movable, and frequently driven up and down by the 
wind ; others firm, and fixed to the shore. The former 
can be teijned floating, but the number of these is 
lessening. ■ 

' >Tho ingenious invention of the chinampas is traceable 
to tho end of the fourteenth century, and the idea was 
probably suggested to the Aztecas by uMuro itself. On 
the marshy banks of tlie lakes of Xochimilcho and 
Chaleo, the w^aters, in their periodical swellings, throw 
up clods and mounds of earth, covered with grass and 
tangled roots. These masses, after ^oating for a long 
time up and down, tfie sport of every breeze, sometimes 
form into groups of small islets. A tribe, too weak and 
insignificant to establish any settlement on the main- 
land, took advantage of this portion of the soil thus 
accidentally placed at their disposal, and the possession 
of which was not likely to be ffisputed. The most ■ 
ancient cliinampas were only turf-mounds artificiaUy 
joined, and then tiUcAl and planted by the Aztecas. 
These floating wlands are found in every zone. Hum- 
boldt desttribea those he saw at Quito, in the River 
Guayaquil, as being alK)ut twenty feet long, floating 
nlwut in the middle of the stream, aiuHbll of the bam- 
boo, the Pi^tia stateotes, and other plants, whose roots 
are knotty, and disposed to intertwine. They are also 
to be found the small lake called Logo di Agua Solfii 
of Tivoli, near the Baths of Agrippa, composed of sul- 
phur, of carbonatQ> of lime, and of the leaves of the Ulva 
tliet'jnalis, and sliiftiiig from phice to place at every 
breath of wind. 

The industry of the Aztecan nation has brouglit to 
great pertcotion the idea suggested by the innsses of 
earth broken off from the banks of the rivers. The 
floating gardens found by the Spaniards in great num- 
bers, and many of which are still to 5e found in the 
Lake of Chaleo, wove a sort of rafts foiyncd of reeds, 
rushes, and rough, prickly, tangling shrubs, and covered 
by the Indians with a layer of ricti earth, impregnated 
with muriat^ df soda. This salt is gradually extfk(^tetP 
from the soil by watering it with the water of the lake, 
and the ground is more or less fertilised, accopding to 
the more or les^ frequent application of this lye— for . 
such, even when -salt, the water becoipes by filtration 
througli the soil.- The chinampas sometimes contain a 
hut for the tudiaTiin cliarge of aj^oup of these floating 
gardens,' which can bo towed dr impelled by lohg polos 
at plea;«Ure> frogi fee side of the river to the otlier ; 
but of tkoso iiow knewh by the name am fixed 5 
arid as tlus happens just in proportion to the distance 
of tfe fresh-wator lake from the salt-water lak^ many / 
are to fe found the Yega, in the marshy soil 

S iiie I^e of Qialco and the l^e of ’Ifezctido. 

patiffpa fo^i a parallelogratn, thi^ hundred 
fed about twenty in breadth^ ujld Is separated 
neig|ib6ur by a niilVrow idife. In these 
s are cultivated beans, peas^ eai^lciims, pota- 
diokes, Olid a great V^i^y of other vegetables, 
borders are generally ^ged with flowers, and 
s b}>* a Uttle hedge of rose-trees. Indeed the 
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, beauty 0 ^ the ruj^nury altogfethar mak^^ hpating ex- 
cursion* ^ifodthiim^cspedally those of Istnicak^ and 
; X^ke Chapala, delightful 

bnfy eiceptionj ; he pays only on tl^e pleasii??! of the 
palate: if he chooses to dispense |^ith luxuries, none 
oir#hirh are essential, and ^e# of which are harmless, 
he dispenses with taxation too; if, on the Contrary, he 

chooses to smoke Ms pipe and drink his glass^ to sip 

tea f^om Chinai asid swteton sugar from Jamaica, 

he at pnee puts hiteself into the category of the rich, 
who can aiibrd these sqperiluitles ; he voluntarily steps 
into the tajs^paying classt ahd forfeits all title to sue 
or tp complain in /ormd p&uperis» Wo are far from 
wishing td iutirnate that he should ^lot indulge in all 
jiartnltfis luxuries to ‘ the utmost limit that he can 
afford ; but piost indisputably, in thus leaving it op- I 

tioual with him whether he will contribute to the ! 

revenue or iiot — and subjecting him to no actual pri- 1 
vations if he decline to do so — parliament is favour- | 
ing him to an extent which it vouchsafes to no other ' 
class in the community, and to which no other land 
affords a parallel. His earnings arc decimated by no ; 
^ncomc-tax, like those of tbo Clerk; his cottage k sub- 
ject to no window* tax, like that of the struggling pro- 
fessional aspirant; veip generally he does not even con- 
tribute to the poor-rate ; he pays, like tlw rich man, to | 
the state only when he chooses to imitate the rich man in | 
his living. — Edinburgh Jieview, | 

. OENTtEMW ■■' ' ■ C' 

|lw^a used fotfiierly to go round and cnVegister (fcq 
but siuee 1686 the^oustom has 
been Ubithdon^. The kiiigs-at-anas every thirty years 
also used to register the births, deaths, and inairiag^i that 
had occurred since their l|ist visitation ; and those who 
had usuiped titles or dignities Which did hot belong to 
them, were obliged, under *their own hardls, to \3isclaiiii 
all pretence to themf and were ]>ublicly degraded in the 
nearest market-town. Sir T. Smith, w^o died in 1577* says 

‘ be those whom their bloo^i or race do make 

noble or known: the commonwealth of England is divided 
into three sorts of persons — the sovereign ; the gentlemen, 
whidi are divided into two parts ^ tho baAmy, or estate of 
lords, and those who be no lo^ds, such as knights, esquires, 
and simple gentloniOn ; the third and last arc called 
yeomen.* Nobility means notability : worthy of being 
noted or known.* Nobility can be acquired; gentility must 
be innate^inust take a long time to grow. Janies I. told 
his nurse he might make her son a dukofbut could not 
make him a gentleman ; althoi^h in man tiers and ap> 
pcarance the youth prdbabH (aa^e had had a good edu- 
cation) more noarV^ rcsembmd wbat^wc term a gentleman 
in these degenerate days than the worthy king himself. 
Among the gentry, not among the peers; with the excep- 
tion of threes or four families, must we look for the true 
nobility of England.. There are upwards of 130,000 ancient 
nobility, and not much above 500 peers. The dd landed 
proprietors are the nobility. The old writers 

speak of the nobility named and iiiinamed~that is, titled 
and untitled. Those families whose names are the same 
as their estates arc the noblest. Commoner moans those 
who are amenable to common tribunals: peers arc not 
commoners, being their own judges. This, however, is an 
•exclusive privilege, but no proof of Mobility ; for many 
persons who ha^e precedency d^er peers are subject to 
the doinmon law : sons of dukes, marquises, even princes 
of the blood, before they are made peers, are amenable to 
common tribunals. 

KXxmtAL WJLTER-PURII iEBS. * 

Mr Warrington has for a year past kept twelyo gallons 
of wiitcr in a state of admirably -balanced purity by the 
action of tw’p gold fsh, six water-snails, and two or three 
specimens of that elegant aquatic plant known as Vaiis^ 
peiia j^pornlis. Before the waier-snaiis were introduced^ 
the decayed leaves of the valisperia caused a growth 
of slimy mucus, w'hicli made the water turbid, and 
threatened to destroy 1>oth plants luid fish. But under 
the improved arrangeineiit, the slime, as fast as it is 
engendered, if consunied by the water- snails, which re- 
prc^uce it in the shape of young snails, whose tender 
^bodi^ again furnish a succuletit food to. the fish ; while 
the Tali^ria plants absorb the carboni^ acid exhaled 
by respiration of their companions, fixing the carlxin 

in thOfb growing stems and luxuriant blossoms, and 
refrssliitig the oxygen (during sunshine^ in visible little 
streainB) for . the respiration l^e snails and the fish. 
The spwiacle of perfect equinbritim thus simply main- 
tained between aiiimaf, v^taWei ah^Ijiocganic activity, 
is striking and beautiful ; and apeh mms majr possibly 
hereafter he made availablo cm a larges^le for keeping 
■tauked. water ■ ' 

■ ;TOR..P 06 Kkil'';Silii^ ■ 

Ill no country in ^ le idte pateftht and artisan so 
:';".free ' 'from ; .all' v|hf: England. TlilP 

‘ ':^’*;Onch peasaiiiiiK 

V 0 mhilike tdRn,’ 

.fhe ■:Texatm#:;^||ii:.,bj^^ ^''thi'''(;yKiaii' 

■^■Iklyn^i^tei'palys ■i'Wl-teipilliltetaa, 

■ ■ taxed , only 

A BUIBAL. 1 

: 1 

AY yiS AUTitOA OP * MADONNA TIA, AND OTHER POEMS.' 

A mi(DAL.is ajoy^B thing — ^ 

A dancing pageant light and gay ; 

With loves and graces on the wing, 

And all the heart’s wild hopes at play ! 

The banquet glows, the goblet flows, 

In every eye is huppier light ; 

And e*cn the loveliest maiden shews h 

More lovely in her bridal-white, 

Alternate toucHM with either rose, 

The crimson and the^pale delight ! 

A bridal is a heartsomQ thing, 

Where’er the clasping haiuls of youth 

Ifunge the clasping hearts that cling i 

Each unto each witn tender truth ! 

The sunlight of the heart ap{>ears s| 

On man and matron, maid and boy; j 

The father’s iiiingling hopes and fears 

Are spirits in the hearths employ; 1 

The mother’s and the sisier’s tears | 

Oush flrom the heart’s deep wells of jo/! 

A bridal is a sacred thing, • 

Far scon and heard beyond the sly; 

And angels stoop gn brooding wing, 

And Duty bends her awful eye : 

spirit of the future there, 

With prescient glance of solemn claim, 

And ilasniug hints of * bear ! fqrbear ! ’ 

Bids the wild breast its transports tame ; 

Hints of c^ntuiiigling dark and fair. 

And clotid and sun, and praise and blame ! 

OB, Mide 1 young, beautiful, and pure I 

StiU braia the t 9 »M and plume the brow 1 

And l^assion’s every chcrishM lure 

More fondly, sweetly, cherish now I 

Oh, bridegroom b wheresoe’tt hath rang’d 
. , , Thy heart before, in freedmii bold, 

Jj^hink, tee again ’tis ehUl’d or chang’d, 

JIpw many a lip thix triiih hath toldl 
T^^Dm«^of,^wts estmn|^ 

V : ' J# 0. Grant. 

■■ '■■■ .-3- . 

Also 

' sold ^AMaaaa^ Cdaigowl >V. M. 

W, A 11. Cn4fl;aua«, 
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TALKS OK THE CO AST-GUAKI). 

<MLr-LO\ L. 

1 1 nv'iy 1 k' ji'> to o))'^<Tve at startini?, that the 
iiii])rito!uli«o Scftihos I am about to jot dovin of a few 
roujjli ttdveuturos iu tla* Krevontivo Service of thi« 
coiniti\, vill present no fancy pictiin's of higli-^onlcd, 
d.is])]iC 4 sn\nyt»lers, sucli ai I have seen spouting heroics 
at nimoi theatres —rollicking geiitlonien, ^^ho abound 
^ in all tlie lir^trato viitnes of generosity, darinp^ gal- 
l^nliy, and nKiU, ^hghti^ clouded, if at all, byniiinc- 
j propensity for didrauding tlu' rcM'nue- nion*, 

I U \isually made loapiM'ar, tor the Tun and d.<sh of the 
llwu.^ or to rig out amiable swcclhe.irts or devoted 


I 


Price IM 

man hus,*I tliiiik|Cvor rested upon. iSIy fnlber, 
pi! ‘•cd lieutenant of the royal navy, was not a luitii e 
of tiie place, as his name alone would sutiieiently indi- 
cate to a persjjn ;i(*quainted with the then Itchen people 
— almost every one of wdiom w^as oithcf a Dihle or a 
Diajnir — hnt lie liiul hetui many years settled there, 
and Pear-Tree (^lmreh>^rd contained the dust of Jiis 
nife and hve children — I and my sister Jane, who 
was a 3 car older tl/hn myself, hein§ all of his nu- 
merous familj' \iho survhed their childhood. Wc 
Aiere in fair circumstances, as my father, in addition 
to his half-pu 3 '. possessed an income of something 
aboie a hundred pounds a year. Jmio and I were 
carefully, tliough of course not highly or expensively 
Mnc'i \MtI c\tK‘nsi\i‘ MH k-naeks, than for any liking | educated ; and as soon as I had attained tlie varrior-ag» 
tor the, in the i.uiiiu idle ami skulking Ide of the pro- j of liftivn,* I was despatched to sea to fight my country’s 
ti^sioiiul snuetgler 1 lui or ran athwart any su^ti ^ hittles — Sir Joseph Yorko having, at iiiy father’s rc- 
gihtii , hut ’ u it IS light to vt.vK til It my expo- quest, kindly obtained a midshipman’s warrant for , 
iieme wii^ Mmtiued to about i hundred niile^ or i and not inanj*’ weeks after joiniug the ship to which I 
theu{.ln>ut'» of the soutlu nl* coasts of Kiiglaml. and j was appointed, I found myself, to my j^eat astonisli- 
tliose heuKs, I fancy, aie t»u 1 \' to be found, if at all, ment, doiihUiig the french line at the Nile — an exploit 
111 latitudes fiequented by their relatives — the liorsc- * which I have since road of with far more satisfaction 
luirim's. 'i'he fellows X now* and then overhauled were , than I rcmcii>l 5 er to have experienced during its jier- 
of qmlo another stnini». and seldom sailors eitlior, at i formance. 

h'ast not of the true s,ilt-water lade. Handy enough in Four \*ears passed before 1 had an opportunity of 
a boat, no doubt, but with much better laud than sea- i revisiting home: and it was with a beating its well as 
legs, .IS main an un^uctessful shoro-cha^e has but too | joyful heart, and light, clastic step, that 1 set off to 
fn (juently p’'on d to nn' entire coinictHai. I am | walk the distance from Gosiiort to Itclun. I need 
si>* liking of between thirty and fort\ 3 ears ago, at j Iiardly sh}* that I wuis welcomed by Jane wdth tears 
wbub time Jour gi'iinine se^i-dog but little ndished 1 of lo\o and happiness. It whs not long, however, 
biicli .1 hidc-.ind.-sixk along-shore li^e, capccially if an}'- before certain ciicuinstanccs occurred which induced 
thing latter could bo had; and it\'aii, I should think, | 1113 ' worthy lyit peremptory father to cut my leave 
be lianlly other wise in these ibi 3 s of steam revenue- (of absenee Buddenh* and unmercifully short. I have 
gnii'^ers, a<lmirabl 3 ’' organiseil coast-guard, reducid j before notieed that the aliorigines of m 3 '- native jd^^ce 
duties, .iiid, nmseqiieiilly, eonsumptive profits. Thus were for the i^ost part Dibl(‘S or Diapers. Well, it 


imicli bintcil bv wa 3 ' of warniug to readers of a ro- 
mantu* taste, I jiroceed with the nairati>e of 1113 ' first 
adventure iu the revenuo-serMce, prei’aciug it with a 
bri(‘t chapter of my earlier history, without wdiich it 
w'ould be nearly if not iiltogclher flnintelligible. 

My mime is Warnefonl—at least it is not very unlike 
that— and J was Inan a^ UcUcii, village distant in 
those days about a mdc and a half, by land tuid ferr 3 . 
from Houtiiampton. How- much nearer the, as I la ir 

:oac^^ 


happcneil that among the former was one Ellen^Jiblc, 
the daughter of a iluberimiu somewbiit more prospe- 
rous than many of liis ftUows. Tliis 3 *oung lady was 
a slim, active, bhie-eyccT, bfigbt-haircd gipsy, about two 
years younger llia^ myself, but ^somewhat t^ll and 
w omanly for her age, of a light, charming figure, and 
rather genteel manners ; wl|icb latter quality, by the 
by, must have Sonio by nature, for but little education 


, _ “ ” I share. She was, it may 

and read, rnpiifl \ -incn‘using towm has since approaem^ be supposed, the of the place, and very numcrons 


1 cannot »a 3 *, ns it will be tw'ciit 3 *-^i«e voors next July j l»cr rustic admii 
binct' I finally quitted tlie ueighboiu*ho 3 n. TImj villJfge, twi^ling^awhstru^’k 
at that lime chiefly inhabited by ferry and fishermen, j Jy t 
crept iu a straggling sort of wa 3 up a deedivity frto 
the margin of tl^o Itchen rtve% whicH there reaches 
and joins tlu* Spntluunpttn^ estuury, till U arrives at 
JVar-’rree (ireen, an eminence commnndmg one of 
tile fincftt and mo|t vaided land-and-water Views the ' not be — which thus inej for she seldom 


admirers ; but tlicy all vanished in a 
by my uniform, and especially 
(fhngling dirk, wiiich I occasionally han^^ in a 
very tAnidng manner ; and I, aontimontoJl tnoon-calf 
that’ I jas, felt, as it is termed, deeply and earnestly 
in lovtlwUh the village beaut^ij^lt must have been 
her pe^nal i^rlces ulpne — her conversation it tohld 
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jppker . , ... ^ ^ , 

but dh0 ^texl^ i^inigfy, ai^ m vr0 attuu^ m. i^jia 
ey^iii^ thtto^ilfe, the fields audwooql!' butwceU l^eu 
fupd Abbey, gaised with euchfUit^i^ jelon^ 

9^ue$lce St tu5'‘ facse as I i^ouiud fotth the popxiltl^' l^e 
a^d time, thdt itia V^possilde 

l beep sdonei* 6r later euttahp^ into a 


winch a vinifeitt attack, of smallpb;!!: had utterly de- 
stroyed/ though it had in^o^hingfotiougod the patient 
sitreetfless of ^ 8 i) 08 ito and tho gentle loving spirit 
tliat shoh^ Ibtouih olil^ scars and seams. 

I hiM tibver hyip.dir^tly fVom JSUen' tliblc, although, 
dur^ the ^daths 0 ^^ I had w«ritten to 

her inany times ; which was partially 

1..!.. » •A'.W ilMiHA "Cln Ann TiVno’ci 


rdihbhi iharriage— her, ^oor girl f she was, I •xplaihed hy a. In one of Jane’s letters, an- 

am sure, as guilolosq a3 iafhncy,. hut by her |)arents, iiowacineBUen BibJfe’s marriage--it seciiieci under soiii^^ 
Tvl>o were scheminS^j p^^lO-r^liid nSt m/ father kind »of moral compulsion— to a person of her own 

discovered what was goi^dST hii,, oud ih^his rpugh way# gifeddlj and their removal from Itcheii. This happem d 
dispelled my silly ^ay-drews at once and for ever. * about six raonths alter my lasit interview with her. 1 


The chhfohyard at tho summit of Pear-Tree Groeai, 
it used fo be conimodly studj was •t^at in which Gray 
COUiposed Ms famous ‘Elegy,* or at ail events which 
tUiytialiy inspired it I know not if this be correct ; 
but t remember thiUking, as I sat oup lino Septeiuber , 
evening by the side of Ell^h Bible up6n the flat/j 
wooden rfiShng which t]^ ohclosed it, that the tra-'* 
ditlbu hod great likelihood. The broad and tran- 
(|ull waters of tlie ^utbamptmi and Bchen rivers — 
bounded in tlie for dist^e by the New Por^t, with 
its masses of vajyiiqg light and shade, and on 
the lefo by the lei^ wows, from out Of WMch I often 
think the gray ruins of tlie t)ld abbey must in these 
days look grituly and spectre^iike forfo^^ the 
teeming, restless life Whicli mocks its hoary soli-, 
tude— Wefo at the frill of a spring- tide. It was 
just, too, tho hour of ‘ parting day ;* and as the sun- 
tipped spires of the ifouthfunpton churches faded 
gradually into indistmctiiess, and the earlier stars 
looked out, the hurfew, mellowed by distance into 
music, cittnc to us i^n the light air winch gently 
stirred foir Ellen’s gfossy ringlets, as shcv. witli her 
bonnet in her iiand— for our walk had tired hen— looked 
with her dove-innocent, transpafent eyes in mine, while 
I iljpeated Gray’s melodious lines. The Elegy was 
concluded, and I was rapturising even more Vohemently 
tlian was my Vent, when, whack! I received a blow on 
my shoulder, wMch sent us both off the rail ; for Ellen 
held me by the arm, and it was quite as much as I 
could do to koi^ ray feet wlien I reaplicd theUf. 1 
turned fiercely round, only, to encounter the angry and 
sardonic eoirbtenancc of iny fatlier. ‘ I’ll liave no more 
bf this iiohsense, Bob,* he gnilHy exclaimed. ‘Be off 
home ^th you, and to - morrow I *11 see you safe on 
board ybur ship, depend upon it. As for this pretty 
uiifo^* he continued, addressing Ellen, wTio.so trenibled 
' wdtfi confos^^ and dismay tliat she could scarcely tie 
her bonnet-strings, ‘ I should think she would be better 
employed in ^Jlend^ng her fofrier’s shirty or darning 
her brothers sfockings, than m gossiuping her time 
away with a brainless jfouUg lubljer like you.* I yras 
of course a^vlhlly incense^ hut present resistance, T 
kn^, was usdess ; and afriir contriving exchange a 
mute gasture wifo Ellen tff eternal lovc^ cohstancy, Mnd 
dbspatri we took our several ways homewards. 
tw^dve oTelock *he day I was posting to 
aetfompanied by My fo^ not till alter X 

obi^ned) through the agency of my soft-hearted aistef^ 
a lamwell int^ with EUen, When we of course'] 
made mfrbnt vows- of mutug-1 fldelity^-HifflSrraed and 







rllen*s suggestion,^ by the mysi^cal 
tg a U^(foked ^ikpepce 
by e^ 'of. 10; about <hir 'hecks^; 


foded but sfowly and 



Of Ihlb barii' 

.'had befoJ?©,' 

'^;:^year 

her 



mm. 



made no further inquiries, and, Jane thinking the sul)- 
jeet might be a painful one, it happencjd that, by a kind 
of tacit understanding, it was never afterwards alluded 
to between us. 

The utter,^wcarincss of an idle shore lile soon became 
insupportable, and I determined to solicit the good 
offices of Sir Joseph Yorke with the Admiralty. The 
gallant admiral had now taken up Ms permanent resi- 
dett:;e near Ilamblc, a village on the river of that name, 
Avlnch issues into the Southaihpton wafer not far 
from opposite Calshot Castle. Sir Joseph w^as dro>vn(!d 
there about Oight or nine years after I left tlie station. 
A more peifect gentleman, let mo pause a moment to 
say, or a better seaman, tliaii Sir Joseph, never, IlMdii-ve, 
existed; aiid of a handsome, commanding pre.senec too — 
‘half'way up a hatchway’ at least, to use liis own 
humorous self-description, his legs scarcely eorrespomfl 
ing in vigorous outline to the r(0t of Ills person. He 
received me Mith Ms usual fraifo: urbanity, and I left 
him provided with a letter to the; ^rotary of the Ad- 
miralty — the ultimate and not long-delaye<l rtfsult oi' 
which w'as my apxiointinent to the command of lli<> 
2i<m reAxmue-cutter, the duties attached to wdiieh con- 
sisted in carefully 'watching, in tho intere.st of lli^i 
Majesty’s customs, the sliores of the xSouthamplon 
river, the Solent sea, the Wight, and other contiguon.s 
j^irtions of the seaboard df Hants and Dorset. 

The ways of 8nm^g)ei*s were of course new to mo; 
bpt wo had several exi>erienced hiinds on )>oard, and 
as I zealously applied 'myself to the study of the art 
of eontiabaiid, I was not long in acquiring a competent 
knowledge of tlie traditional contrivances emplu> ed to 
defraud tho *‘Iittlo of inten^st occurred rluring 

the first tBree or four weeks of my novel eomoKini!, 
except that the sharpened vigilance of our look-ou i, 
certain oii^mstances came to light, strongly indicat- 
ing tliatBarnaby Biapof, the owner of a cutter-riggiMl 
fi^ng - vessel of rather large ImrthcnV living near 
Creek, >vas cxteu.siyely engagoil in the tJu u 
pistole practice running moonshine, demurely 
ttfi^-^lndaatriously AS, when ashore, ho ai) 7 »eared to be, 
everlastingly mending his nets, or cobbling the bottom 
ofotlua atnack’s boat. He 0iis a hale, wiry fellow tliiS 
Hariiaby-—Old Bariiaby, ii he was fomlUarly called, 
^urfiatues in thbibe localltie» being seldom used— witli 
a wooden stolidity of countenance which utterly defied 
samtiny if it did not silence suspicion. His son, who 
ft bart^ in the cutter, lived at Weston, a beauti- 
^j^y-sltjuated haiiileij between iteben and KetleV, f . A 
figfiant watcli was consequently kept upon the niove- 
fofnfo <tf father, ion, and grandson— tMs 

a smart, preeooious youngster, 1 understood, of 
.&mt sixteen years of age, by which fomily trio the 
hicidUs Mue-effed Maid WM, with occasional assiat- 
matmed, sailed, and Verj?' rarely, indedtl, 

t to be engaged in her 

►le oecupfttion.. She ivottld suddenly disappoai-, 
and ftS i suddenly return, and always, we softia come to 
nigifts when foe Mse happened to l>e 

ft Ireek, when 

InfoWfttion large lu^r we had 

chased without sueeelt a frw nights previously T^ould 
tforun a ear^ft^ Byfoing- 






ton,. BOOH after riidnight. I accordingly, eb Bodn as 
darkness liad faU^ rati down, and stooikoff and on^ 
within Bignal-distance of the shbre-meii idth whohi I 
' had communicated^ till dawn, in Vain expiation 6^^ 
the promised pri2e. I strongly suspast^ed that Ve had 
been dcxieived ; and on rounding Calshot Castle ton our 
return, I had no doubt of it, for .there, sure enough, was 
the Blm-^yed Maid riding^ lightly at anchor off llanlble 
Creek, and from her Slight draught of waier it^was 
quite evident that her cargo, whatever it miglj|J: l^aVe 
consisted of, had been landed, or otherwise disposed oft 
They had been smart with their work, f(fl: the summer 
night and our absence had lasted hut a few hours only. 

I 1 boarded her, and found Old Barnuby, whom I knew 
I by sight, and his two descendants, whom I had not be- 
] fofe seen, busily engaged swabbing the cutter’s deck, 

! and getting matters generally into order aftd ship-shapOtf 
I 'I'lie son a good deal resomhlcd the old man, except thaw 
I his features wore a much more intelligent and good- 
lmni()ured expression ; and the boy was an active, bold- 
eyed, curly-b^ded youngster, whose countenance, but 
for a i^rovoking sauciness of expression apparciitly 
liabitual to liim, would have been quite handsome. I 
tiiought I had seen his face somewlicre before, and he, 
I noticed, suddenly stopped from his work on hearing 
my name, and looked at me with a smiling hut earnest 
curiosity. The morning’s work had, I sawg been 
^thoroiiglily performed ; and as I was in no humour for 
profitless game of cross questions nnd crooked an- 
swers, 1, after exchanging one or t^o colloquial cour- 
, tesies, in wdiich I liad by no means the advantage, re- 
I turned to the Bone more than ever satisfied that the 
! interesting family I had left retiuired and would pro- 
I bably repay the closest watchfulness luid <,:arc. 

On the evening of the same day the Blm~eyed Maid 
\ again vani.sh(r»T : a fortnight slipp(.*d by, and she had not 
1 reappeared ; when the Bose, liaviiig slightly grazed her 
j bottom in going over the shifting shingle at the nortli- 
i west of ^ the Wight, went into Bortamouth harbour to 
I be examined. Some of her coi)i)er was found to be 
; stripped off; there were other trifling damages; and 
! tw o or three days would elapse before slio could be got 
: ready for service. Tliia interval I spent with my sister, 
j The evening after I arrived at Itchen, Jane and I 
; visited Southampton, and accompanied an ancient 
j fern; lie acqaaintaiice residing in Eiigle Street — a dull, 

■ grass-grown place in those days, whatevfjr it may be 
j now' — to Ibe theatre in, I believe, the same street. The 
I performance! were not over till near twelve o’clock, 
j and after escorting the ladies home, I wended my way 
i towards the Smi Inn on the quay„,wdiero I was to sleep 
— my sister remaining for the niglit w'ith; our friend. 
Tlie w eather, wdiich had been dork and squally an hour 
or two before, w^as now remarkably fine and calm; aiid 
the porter of the inn telling me they sliould not close 
the house for some timC longer, I strolled towards the 
Blatlunu Battery, mounted by a single piece of bfass 
j 'ordnance overlooking the river, and pointing me- 
! nacirigly towards the village of Hythe. The tide Avas 
! at tlie full, and a faint b^eee rippled the mag- 

nificent exptmse of watter whicli glanced and spai'klerl 
in the bright moon and starlight of a cloudless autuinh 
sky. My nttemtion wai not long absorbed by the 
beauty of the scene, peerless as I dewi^ it ; for tmlcss 
niy eyes strangely deceived the 
had returned,# fwid quietly anchored off 
appeared to hoye but j list brought tin ; for the 
saU, three hew patches in wlilch enabled to 

recognise her, was still flapping in the 'Wnd, and it ap- 
pealed to fee-— though from the distai^. and tlie shadow 
of the dark backgroxmd of woods in wMA she lay* it 


was difficult to apeak with was 

deeply laden . Tliere was tiOt a ihojunedt to bo^lost ; 
and fortunately, just in i)ld hick of: tiffie, a boat tirith 
two watermen approached the platform 
dered them a guinea to put me on bo^ the smack off 


smack off 


bflbr which they eagerly accepted; ahd X, 
was sdobi $pe0ip^ ov^ the watei;i to her. My uniform 
must have applSsed the Barnabys of* the nature Of the 
visit bbdut tolbh; pfid them ; for when wc were Vdthiu 
%boUt a qharti^ pr a nffie^ 6^ their Vessel, two figurc8^ 
•which l«easily recognised to be Old Barnaby and his 
grandsohj jumpea ipto a boat that had •been loading 
alorigside„and rowed desperate^ for the shore, but at 
a pojat considerably farther iip the river, towards 
Itchen. There appeate'd to be no one |eft on hoard the 
iflue^eyed Mmid^ Sind the bhore- confederates ^ 
smugglers did not shew tIiem{?elveS, conjecturing, 
doubtless, as I h 5 |d calculated they would, upon my 
having plenty help within signal call. I therefbre 
determined to capture the boat first, and return with 
to tlie cutter. The watennen, excited by the chase, 
^|||i|pi with a Vill, and in about ten minutes wo ran 
alc^iisside the Bawiabys* boat, jumped in, and found 
heb loaded to the gunwale with brandy kegs. . 

‘ Fairly caught at last, old fellow V I exckiimed 
exultiiigiy, ifl reply to the maledictions he showered on 
us. * And now pull the boat’s head round, and malte 
for the Bhie-cyad Maidf or I’ll run you through the 
body.’ • 

‘Pull her head round yourself,’ he^ sullenly rejoined, 
as he rose from tlig thwart and unshipped his oar. 
‘It’s bad enough to bo robbed of one’s hard aruiiigs 
athout helping the thieves to do it.’ 

His refusal was of no consequence; the watermen’s 
light skiff was made fast astern, and in a feW niinutes 
wc Avere pulling steadily towards the still motionless 
cutter. Old Barnaby was fumbling among the tubs 
in search, as he growled out, of his pea-jacltet ; his 
hopeful grandson was seated at the stern whistling the 
then popular air of the ‘Woodpecker ’ with great energy 
and perfect coolness ; and I was standing with niyiback 
towards them in the bow of the boat, when the stroke- 
oarsman suddenly exclaimed: ‘ Wluit we you at with 
the boat’s painter, yon young doAfirs cub V The quick 
mocking laugh of the boy, and the words, ‘ Noav, grand- 
fer, now I* replied to him. Old Barnaby sprang into the 
boat which the lad hnd brought close up to the stern, 
pushing her off as he did so with aU his strength; and 
then the boy, bolding the painter :,or boat-rope, which 
he had detached from tlie ring it had been fastened to, 
ill Ills hand, jumped over the side ; in another instant 
li(3 was liauled out of the water by Old Barnaby, and 
both were stated and pulling lustily, and with exulting , 
sliouts, round in tlie direction of the Blue-eyed Maid, 
before wo had recovered from tlie surj^rise which thb 
suddenness and completeness of the trick we had been 
ployed excited. We were, however, very speedily iii 
vigorous chase ; and as the wjiid, though favourable, 
and evidently rising, Avas Btill liglit, Wfe had little ioubt • 
of success, e^cially as some precious minutes must 
be lost to the smuggler in getting underweigh, jj^^er 
jib nor foresail being as yet set. Tbg watermen hient 
ffincely to their oars -, and heavily laden as tHI boat woS, 
W'e were beginning to skp freely through the Wator, 
when on exdamatkm from o^jOifiithe men aniiounce^l 
another and more perilous tieibk that the BOittabya 
had played us. ‘ Old Bafhaby, iii] pretending to fumble ? 
about for his jacket, had OiintnVed to uflsliip a ^ . 
plug explessiy^contrived for the purpose of s&fekig*; 
the • hhat^^ the exigences of thefr ; Vbcis^fi 

inigii^ render sucli an operation advisable;' 

Was coming in like a sluice. The^e 
h^ for it, and iha boat’s head Was iffitnbdiatc^ 

. turM iof^ards the shore. Another voeffd^puB shout 
ran^^ our ears as the full.subceas pf th^ scheme 
wak 0 werved bjr the Barnabys; re]^lie4 to bf course 
tli^ farioUB but imppteuj^ e^tatiOna Pf the w^ater- 
men. Jlie boat sank rapidly ; anf we were still about 
a hUfii^d yardl from toe' shdre;^^^^ we found our-r 
selves splashing about in the >Va|c^; whicli: fortuni^tply 
was not moto than up to tiro attopita of the shortest 



detdtmifted I suppose, to^i'pi^sa lij closely as 
# ho pjrttaent^ <»uld umler Ijne-of-battlc 

m wdc thtW\igh; w, ^ srop on »lifp." Unfortun^ly, just as the IHtle cutter mms in 

4 „u| usually iuu2l pluiupiaig: us the, act' of doing so, a fhrious blast of wind tore away 

^oiiwn & over head ah^ ears* \45ftOP her jib as if it li^d been cobweb j and, pressed by her 

r^sdiib^tu4'Shoi^^^ to^ shaking found* teg^ ijiiunsail, the slight veakb^^^^ up into tlw wind, 

MfiUJE^^to look in the direction of mooting the as the huge ship drove back from 

exuuisiio: pleasure seeing net glide a strain which had brought H‘er half AVay to her anchors. 
SScefidlv throug^^ the The •crash was decisive, and caused the instant dis- 


ftciie were no melons of pursw tlw raging of the tempest; and although 

in siiiidry energetic vocables Inir^V Worth fepcatiiig, wo threw overboard every loose spar we could lay 

WO retroiited in savage diiepngidtu^^ Weston, hands on, it was with sciirccly the slightest hope that 

plentifully spriaklihg the grw^ such aid could avail them in that wild sea. I tacked 

along; kn^^^ as speedily as possible, and repassed the spot; but fl)o 

house, and turning In as swU as jKlss^^ of the waves, as they leaped and d.islud 

clianged our dripping attitW for '^arm blankets fuid clean ^boiit the leviathan bulk of the Donrf/af, w'as all that 
sheets, beneath the scwthi% iriflucrlce Uf Which fur could be perceived, ' eagerly as w o peered ovtn* th * 


one, was soon sound asleep. surface of the angry w aters. Uie Jiosc then stood on, 

hardly dawnedrwheh w werefall three Up, and little more than an lionr afterw^a^'ds was safely 
■ and oterhauliiig the m and weeds— the tide was anchored off Hy the. 

. out— for the ci^tui^ boat and tu^^ They The boy Barnab.v, I w^as glad to hear a day or 

hinl alK)ut Weston had tw^o afterwards, had not accompanied his lather and 

tliem away while we slept, leaving no vestige grandfiither in the last trip iiKule by the hhw-'ii^'fi 
W'hitteyer of the afk>il to which wciJiad naturally looked J/aiicf and hod consequently escaped the fate w lii<;li 


surface of the angry waters. Tlie Hose then stood on, 


os spme trifling compensation foiv the flight's inishai), j had so suddenly overtaken them, and for which it , 
and the loss of the waterhieu's boat, to say nothing of ! appeaff d that the smuggling community held me ; 
the sousing we had gotv It W'US^ btismeSs cer- | morally ac.(i:)unlqj>1c. « 7'his wras to be expoctetl; but l*i 

tiiinly, and iny promise to provide tny helpmates vvith | had ^co often jnid too lately l)C‘Cii familiar with death ^ 
another boat, Smuld their own Jiot be mmered, soothed I at sea in every sldipc, by the rage of man as well 
but very Miglitly their sadly - ruflled tomjairs. But ; avS that of the elements, to be more than slightly and | 
lamentations were useless, and, after the lugubrious ! temporarily affvitded by such air incident; so tluit all i 
expression of a (Bsmal hope for better luck ngxt time, • remembrance of it would probably have soon passed : 
we separated. away but for an cManirreuco wdiich took place aliout a ; 

Ihis pleasant incident did not in the least abate my mouth subsequently. One of the officers of the shore- , 
anxSty to get once inore witliin liailing distance of the force rtwived infonnation that tw^o large luggers, laden i 
}3aniabys| but for a long time my oflfprts w'cre entirely with brandy and tobacco from Guernsey, were cxpCM;t(fd ». 
fruitless, and f had begun to think tliat the Blue-e^cd the followiiighight on sonTe point of the coast Initwecn i 
been permanently transferred to another iiiid Humble and Westoix„; and that as the cargmis were ; 
lessrvitplahtly wxrtchcd station, wlie^^ a slight inkling V'csr^ vahmble, a desperate resistance to the coast-guar»l, : 
of iutellagence dispelled that fear Hy plan was soon in the event of detection, had been organisod. Our ' 
I caused it to be carelessly g^ven out on slioro plan w^as soon arranged, llie Hose w\'is sent away witli 
.that tiio had sprung her bowsprit in the gale a bai-ely enough of iinjii .to handle her, and w ith tlie 
4^^o^ two h^ore,^nd w'tis going the ne^t afternoon remainder of the crow, I, as soon as night fell, t(Hjk up « 
! 4*ito Portsmouth to get another. In pursuance of tliis a position a little above Netloy Ablxiy. Two otlu r dt - 
intuition, the /iase soon after lumn slippetl her moor- tachmente of the coast-guard wx*re pt^stcnl along the sliorc 
iugs, and sailed ftp* that port ; remained quietly^ there at interv als of alwxut a mile, all of course c()nnt!< tcd !>y j 
,ti(i «Wut nine o-clock in the evening, and theti came .sigmd-men not more tluiu a linndnHl yards apart. Tliorvi j 
put under cjp^q-mjfed storm canvas, for it wa«t blowing w as a tkint atarlight, but tlie rnocm w ould imt rise till 
<.great guns steci^ for the near midnight ; and from tins circmiifitance, as w ell , 

Southampton luver. "file liight was as black as p as ftoin the state ofHhe tides, wo could pretty well i 
'kpd hut for tl^ cotttuiUQUS and vivid flanhes of light- calculate when to exjKHJt our friends, should iliey come | 
^doins^jP^ubject more titan a huiidred yards distant from at all. It was not long before wo w e re quite satisfied, j 
^ tixe^es^ cpitid Imve been discerned- from the stcatthy movements of a number of persons j 

pbeain rOf tlffe object of our alwut the sjwt, titat the information v o had received j 

soaxpl^theh tackcMl, stc^ across to the other side, and was oorreet. Just after olevon oVlock a low, pctmliar | 
then ietriM|ed otff co^ We were within a short dji|^ taken np from distanexj to distance, was heard ;< { 

tiince of Hamble Rivei^, pridohged flash threw a mwl by blaciiig our cars to the ground, the tjuic k jerk | 

ghastlylight upon the highig waters, and plainly re- of oars fn tho ruUocks was quite apparent. After about ■ 


gnaswy jjglit upon me^ waters, ana plainly re- ox oars 3n tho mnocKs was quite apparem. /\ueraucMiL 

Mmd^ under tho lee of fiix* iidputes of eager rasticssness, Ig^ the impatienily- 

the nMh It’ half a mile ahead expectOcl ordcr ; we nll emerged from our platrcM of con- 

qf us^ ' jllni^unat^y, she saw us at,l:he same moment, cealment, and with cautious Jiut rapid steps iwIvant iHl 
and as. so^xt as way cooldlie got h]^m Jwr glie luflH upon tke by tiiis tiiflo busy smugglers, Tlie two liiggei s 
sharply 1% and A minute sdterwards was flying thidugli b^i^ed upon the soft sand or mud, and beiwan 


^ut tier off rumung into the , li^kl a IHtie dgstaxiee' There were also about twenty 

^y.theXt^lii^passagqf ranged as a gu^rd, all armed as efflciontly as 

Ipftiy on to reduce of bui^ves. I gave tixa wqrd ; h»t belhre wo •ould close 

they .flred a pistol ■ 
''by'vidSck-mm.^ a fine, 

wa4 aiiii^^'^aa4k?W two others se- 

P||||^/;kn^ar scoundrels fled in all 
4*y :hi8 , ^eaiidU£v(|^:,ka^ ttie' I getting near 


'SKW ■■ , jS-; .riia .oante 

felllf -aachor : 

W» ,iw 


iif '*^0 *** tuonlmr I'y hU *Wo, 



Buddculy tuTnedvfiind ra¥pg a pistol, tdisdiargbid ft Pt ^ , t^ry liMy I should, wl^ t<i so, cop-' 

my head. He fortunat^y. toisscnl his mark, thouglv t^^ ^ . 

whistle of tlie huBet was Unpleasantly I closed ‘O^'ye$^y0|j,!yot^ HayPlMieshariay rejoined, "raeii 

with and caught % young rascal, wliQ I^thaps yoii^^o ni^ lcnow.: tintie dr cut these Coi^s,’ 

pcratcly, and tb niy extreme surprise# 1 had almost dose to mo and speaking iii a 

written dismay, discovered that he was youiigBarnaby ! ww, qu^jfcwl^slyer ; / givo m^f a clxau^e': mother’s girl’s 
It was not a time for words, and hastily ^oilaigning SiameWrfs EUehllibler 

the boy to the custody of.the neared seamap, witli a Had tfie arm ])^i> <VoO, ;and he had 

brief order to take care of him, I reaumal the pursuilL Buddeniy *dpd^ -a.^U^ with a Jtilife or dagger, tlio 
A bootless one it proved, favoured by theit rgijjfbeirs, stroll coidd hot liave been more shaij) qr than 

•their i)erfect acquaintance with the hedge-aw-ditch the^ words conveyed. 

neighbourhood, the contrabimdists all^ contrived to • ‘tlod 0f thercy l’ moinently- 

; escape. The carts also got olf, and our only captures .arrested bloocl again shot through my heart with x*eactive 
j were the boy, the luggers, which there had been no yioicxice, ‘ can thi| be true ? ’ 

; time to get off, and their cargo(*s, with the exception /Yes, yes— ti-he, pvhtc true 1’ cominutd the hoy, wi^^^ 

I of the few kegs that had reached the carts. - the same oarpevsit look and low, hurried sjmjccU. 

i The liunt after the dispersed smug^ers was co^,,^^yvhen your waistcoat flew^open in the struggle 
! tinned by the different parties who came in subsoquenllP WHht w at tlii^end Of tl ic black ribbon. You 
: to oiir brush with them, so that after the two wound^^s^^giye mo a chwicemr incUher’s sak^^ wont yon ?’ 
i seamen liad been carried off on litters, and a sufficient ^ A storm of grief, regret; mnorse, was sweeping 
I guard left in the captured boats, only two m«pi re- tlirough luy brain, and I could hot for a while make 
; mained witlt me. The Iwxly of John Batley WiU any ansAver,* though the lad’s bunting eyes continued 
: deposital for the jircsent in one of the lugger^ shd ftxcd with fevered anxiety *upoii my face. 


then the two sailors and myself moved forward to 
Itclien with the prisoner, Adhere 1 intended to place 
him in custody for the night. 


At last I said, gaspe^d rather! * I cannot release, you 
—it i$ impossible ; bu> all that c;an be done— all thrtt 
can— can legally be done, shall l^ ’- — - The bpy^s 


inin in custody lor me nigni. can— can legally be done, snail The boy s 

The face of the lad was deadly pale, and 1 noticed countenance fell, atffi he was again deadly pale. ‘ Ydii 
that he had been painfully affected by tlid sigh^ of the shall sec your mother,’ I added. ‘Tell Johnson Avhero 
corpse; but when I addressed him, his expressive to seek her; he is acqumnted witli Netley.’ This 
frjUMres assumed a scornful, doffing expression. First was done, and the man walked briskly oflP tijibn his 
ordering the two men to drop astern <Jiit of hearing, I errand. . 


said: ‘ You will be hanged for your share in this night’s 
work, young man, dejKnd uiwn it.* 


‘Come this way,’ I said, after a few minutes* rcfloc- 
and directing my steps toAvards the old ruined fort 


‘ Hanged r be exclaimed in a quick, nervous tone; by the shore, built, ^ I suppose, as a defence to the 
‘hanged! You say that to frighUm me ! It was not ♦abl>ey against pirates. There Avas but auXc flight of stops 
I Av ho shot the man! You knoAv that ; or perhaps,* to the sununit, and no. mode of egress saA'e by the 
lie addcdWiiU a kind of hysterical cry, ‘perhaps you entrance from whence they led. ‘I Avill relieve you of 


want u? kill me as you did father.* 

*I hare no more incUxiition, my po(.w hoy,* I am 


these edrds Avhile your mother is with you. (.Jo up to 
the top of the fort. You Avill be uni^served, and avo 


sAvered, ‘ to injure you thai>I had to liiirm your father, can AvatcU here against anj'' foolish attempt at esenpiev 
IVhy, indeed, should I have bortie him any ill-will ? * | Ten minutes , had not elapsed when the mothe 

‘ Why should you? Oh I«know very well !’ 


Ten minutes , had not elapsed when the mother, 
accompanied, by Johnson, and sobbing convulsively. 


‘ You know' more than 1 do then ; but enough of this appeared. ^lolAcrts hailed her, and after a brief ex - 
folly. I Avisb, I hardly knoAV why, to save you. It Avas. planation, she ascended the steps with tottering but 
not you, 1 am quite aAvare, that^flred the Jffital shot, but hasty feet, to embrace her son. A quarter of an liour, 
that makes no dificrenoc ns to your legal guilt. But I she had IxHJh told, would be alloAved for tlie intervicAv. 


tliink if you could put us OJi the track of your associates, 
you might j’oursejf escape.* • 


; The allottod time had passed, and T was getting 
iinpatient, when a cry from the summit of the fort or 


Tlie lad’s fine eyes iKjrfectly lightened Avith. scorn tower, as if for help to some one at a distance, roused 
nd indignation: ‘Turn informer!* he exclaimed, and startled us. As vt^V stepped out 6f the gateway, 

r.. j 1 1 A A i-.l' « 1 


‘ Betray them that loA'cd and trusted met NeA'cr 
they could hang me. a thousand times over t* 


and looked hpAA'ards to ascertain the* moan mg of tlio 
sudden cry, tlie lad darted out and aped ofi‘ with sur- 


1 made no ausAAcr, and nothing more Avas said till ifre prising speed. One of the men instantly snateihed a 


s^c my mother.* . rapidly upon him, the lad daxteil through a Ioa^ harroAv 

‘ See your mother ! There ban be no particular objec- gateway, into the interior of tlie abbey ruinai trusting, 
lion to that; but she lives Ihrtber on at Weston, d(>es imagUwd, to Ua in the darkness and. intricacy 
^.e iiGt?* of the irtace. I just caught sight of him as 

‘ No, Avc have sold off, and nwwl to Aunt Diaper’s, appeared up. a logg flight of crujnbUng, winding stops, 
at Netley, up yonder. In a.^ay, or two Aie should have from which he issued through a narrow aperMife upon, 
started for ItuU, av here mother’s Other’s brother lives, a lofty wall, some six feet wide, Und ovorp’owit 

and I w'as to have lK»oif ^prOntfeedi ci^ptain of a with gre^ andVcciJs,. I/oHowed in terrible ; 

tireciihinder ; hut now ,* he ctflRtliM^ with an irrepres- % I tlMM; in his desperation he wOiuild 

slble outburst of gried* and tojA- will, and himself. I shouted l<mdly to 


you sav. be fov master, tfd I He did sovv^itUina few feet of Ht^ 


thegailows’ ^ I yahvqiiiekly toWai^^^ 

‘Why, if this he so, dUl 1 ^‘nttit 3f^ tii; JWn hoVyWra-hij knws, toil 

iohi the laVfiess desperadoes to'whpm you oAve your f)^*e of— BUen .Bmfe . , 

pnfsent 'uiilmi^, and degii'a)^ ;|K^ > ' ■ ■ . * 'r ^ ^ 

VMotlu?rdid hotksmwc^iitbi^^^^ ^ 

■Southampton l4>:;inqult^ <d)^t^^ ^ 


Southampton inquire the vei^ sails ceai*® Images ou 

■for' Hull. Mother ■will'afW.I,ii^ai^^ of:; 


the lad av I th a renewed burst of ■ 
surely you woul4| n0t 


old timO'" 



' -^-V * .;i.^/fc-^,.:v ■ '."" — "' * '‘f ^!>:'';';'.t^.'^^-'i"^"-:. ^ 


' >a hdutr^ '^^ C9tild lib^ Ifa^^e believed |H|Ml?kw 

■ ■ ©10 ^on hailed r^idted% froth Wow, but*l wa« too 
.“be^lWered* tob ejooltodi their phouta, ahd 

thO yowg, giippli<»titig eob^^she ^nited 

scaiHSOly oHiKi? iVoiti l^^r — aorod^^ 

: ip e«r$' ^ iar-off cries and a 

bewiid^^ dream. She mu^t ,ii.a^ 

cbnhdence from the cmi^tion ^ doubtlOas ox- 
'SlfilPy for as 6000 the conftisioH apd riitgiiig in my 
Ir brain had partially subsided, 1 could Uo^c her * say : 

! ‘ You save luy boy-^y Only SOP i for my SJOfo 

you will save him ?* * ^ ‘ ' ^ . « 

Auother shout ftAu the men bdow demanded if I 
had got tlie prisoner. ‘ Ay, ay/ I mciphauically rGpUedj 
and they immediately hastened to Jpin«ii8, : 

* Whibli way^which way is he gone?’ I aehed aa the 
seamen approached. ‘ * 

; She iustinctively caugiit piy iU|tehiiig:®‘ By the shore 
to Weston,* she purri^y answeredy ‘he will find a 
': '. .'boat' there/ ■ 

men how came up : ‘ Tlie chase has led us astray/ 
A I said s ^ look tUm.’' * 

^ ‘ His mother/ hy jingo 1 * eried Johnson. ‘ They must 
imve 

’ ‘ Yes: the boy is off— to-4to Hamble, I have no doubt. 
You both follow in that direction : 1 11 pursue by the 
Weston and I tchejf roiidA * 

The men started off to obey this order, and as they 
did 60 , I heardiher broken murmur of ‘ Bless yoii, 
Robert— bless }^l ’ 1 tunied away, faint, reeling with 
excitement, muttm^d a hasty fhrewell, and with disor- 
dered steps and flaming pulse liurried liome wards. 
The mother I neve^ again : the son at whose esca|fc 

from justice I thus weakly, It may be criminal ly, con- 
nived, I met a few years ago in London. He is the* 
captain of a first-class ship in the Australian trade, 
and smarter sailor I think I nev^r beheld. His 
mother is still alive, and fives with her dauglUcT-in-la>v 
at Chelsea. « 

li6hfii£u of the saventcenth century. /The Sleaus were 
great men of their day, They wem two in number, 
ikther and stfu ; tlio former liamed William, the latter 
John, Bleauy-or as the name is Latinised, Blavius. 
Wilfiam Bloau ws» bepm^ m in 1038, 

leaving but a small parl^t^ ^eat work completed. 

It was • ci^UriU# by • hia soh, who issued tlffe last 
volimae; contjaihiug^ cosmography, in 1066. 

LikI the Llzevirs and other Dutch publishers of that 
dey, th^Bieaus were great scholars, and took a leading 
shaUa ip the literal y department of their works, sur-# 
xhunding themselves with a band of able assistants. 
Thefc geography and science , arc both, it will readily 
be befiev(5l, imperfect enough wlicn measured by tlio 
modern estimate. But it was not the fasliion then 
to stick to pure scientific details. Writers gave out 
aW that cotild be said, and sometimes all that could be 
mugined, on ^ny subject discussed by them: so the 
ge<^apbical details of this eminent work are *fi lied 
with notices of national nmnners and customs, and of 
8UpeX|titious ; with anecdotes of distinguished per- 
sonages, curious events in history, and «!;he like — all 
told in a Latinity which varies in its purity with the 
various authors bad to compose the separate parts. 
Wo laio^ soarOOly any work where an investigatoT of 
carious legendaiy lore is more likely to be repaid. 

It may be questioned whether it may liave been 
favourajde to the studenr'of geography in those days, 
but it is very amusing to the lounging investigator of 
the present, to study fhe groups of alkgorical figures 
which surjfeund the wiaps. The Dutcli, if it bo denied 
that they reached the liigher developments of the fine 
arts, could never tolerate positively had art. All the 
dra^ving and colouring is therefore well executed, some 
of it of at least a high, though not the highest, style of 
nrt; and so we have group after group of venerable | 
bearded men, or of chubby Dutch babies, and c(unely ! 
but perhaps hardly elegant Dutcli women. With a | 
ring of such pcrsonagea, wiih angels and mythological | 
beitiga inttarwoten, the first geographical map of the i 
sends— the two hemispheres— is iurrounded. It sur- ! 
prises the observer by a» closer resemblance than he 
is pre^red to expect to tlie maps of the world in j 
the nuiefceenth century. Tlie general contour in so i 
like, that it would reepure considorablc geographical j 
! knowl^ge to note tho discrepancies. America, for | 
instance, appears to be quite accurately laid down ; ! 
but on close itispection it ajqxjars that California is an j 
island) and the ouriine is shadowed off ns it approaches ' 
the Oregon territory, llie outline of AuBtsalia is not ! 
complete, and the end merely of Van Diemen’s Land ! 
is seen in the far oceait, shaded off into vagueness ; hut | 
for a century afterwards it was not better represented 
in our maps, and It surprises one tluat in so early a 
publication apy fkinlt image of New Zealand sliould 
be given— an indistinct lino of coast with the name 
,'Z(etandi^Nova. 

In same volume, commonly placed os the first of 

the series, is an extremely curious sot of plates, 

aU the inc# ^'Interesting that they have scarcely a legiA 
thnate pii^ Th^ ere connected with the lonely 

islanri/iS^ ; wui the obeemtory which '^I'ycho 

munlfieenco of his prince^ was enabled 
The «Ider Bleifii was a pupil of Tycho, 
hiwi Ui his observatory, and seems to have 
a feeling of reverence to commemorate the 
maplier nrid the Acene (d* his ^imphant li^ours. The 
called Urajiburg, or the City of the Stars; 
mtd Hmm the vid^s &d eievations preserved by the 
g#gi«ph'^^ it may lie seen that it was truly palace. 

building consists of a cluster of towers and - 
pihi#i^ of Gothic and clasBic which 
wutief^lp/B^ridt’sIlospM at Edinburgh, and the Frc- 

Indeed, the building 
hlk a striking resemblance to Heriot’s Hospital, and 
bn^ poni^ itJ® be designed by tlie swnc artist, 

A BIBLIOGRAPHIC CURIOSITY. 
PiTnus)nms in tliis country arc ^ nfiich in the 

habit of congratulating themselves on the magnitude of 
* their undertakings. We do not disparage thp ^^orts 

1 of this class of tradesmen, but it is proper they should 
! know that not one of them has produced works of 
f such grandeur ;i6 have issued from foreigp houses. A 

1 vGiy remarkable exmbphficatiou of continental entcy* 

I prise, such as ^ have never beCn able to matchj 5s 

1 foun<l in an Atlas, published by the Bleaua of Amster- 
. dam about two centuries ago; and of this now rare 
and curious work we desire to offer some adRmnt. 

• Bles^s’a Atlas is a coHecftou of maps of a large folio 
' sixo, comprehended ipiibuTteen rolume8*^tliink of an 
atlas iu i^r^en volujo^s fplio, Mr English mapscller I 
—and |hw yolumes, Wund in^ old v^Uum, proftisely 
but tastefbfiy gilded, usually occupy the Wer shelves 
iji some Uttlo-freq\wjuttfcd part of -publk^ libraries. Few 
fihrilrieia,4Mlee^ can boast tbepoS^^ion of a Bleau; 
fbr much of the brilg»*ial Im^TOfipn was .unfortunately 
: destroy# ai#' : 

■ ,ibw.8ets 

' ' oho' ? ■ ■ thatv'ShitS 

■ Imve seen :Of ■ tl^: Advbel®::- 

Library in Bdi^tteghjA^ot; dww oroimW 

‘ arias cohiista''ddl' 

'httle 

of the.mi^ 
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whocMir he nt^bareheto* 7he atyle^jcems, cnii'c^s]^ tsos^iin^^ department of the^ Atlae wagbotpoiitted 
enough, tg have neguliar ^to Sc6tlan4 •iind Ben- to tlje charge of a Soottiah gentleman distjrfgu^ah^ for^ 
mark, .rrpm thV fonr ^lornera 6f the*edi1fice four his birth as well as his.a^ Robert Ooiion 

avenues pass through rich garden-ground^ alt in ay m- Straloehu . Jt ws iv til^e T^hen art and literature lived 
metrical patterni^ wjich occupy the nearest space round mu^ • by ro^ and^ distinction, and Bleau. 

the palace of science. Next after these come ^^rubr *^plied tq ON^ proper peraon to 

berieSjVith quaint and highly-decorated little^edifices > superintend Alias of Scotland^ The Sing appointed 
in them, which might bo supposed ^ be pleastire-houses, Gordon, issuing a rescript to this effect ? ‘ Having lately 
but probably were devoj;ed to some of the sciexitidc seen certj-lh charts w 4^^^ of this our ancient 

purposes of the establishment. Outside 4f nib a|nd kingdoms jent here ftom Amsterdam to be corrected 
•including apparently a tvide area, is a greaV wuUg and nel^it in the defects th(5ro6f, and being informed of 
wall with bastions. Surely the illustrious astrqxioine!l* ^ou/ aUfflcieiiLcy in that arti and of your Jove hpth to 
(lid not require to be fortified from external attack learning and to the credit of jbur nation, we have 
Avliile he read the stars? It is probable that the therefore thought fit hereby earnestly to entreat you 
fortification, like the sentinel at some great oflichil to take so muchi plains as to revise the said charts, and 
person's door,, was intended to impose awe, and mark tp help them in such things as you find deficient there- 
tho high respect of the . monarch for the i^hilosopher.;; sent back hy the direction of 

Such, as exhibited to us in these magnificent platesjoS^ iiAcl^|mceUoi»to Holland; which, as the Wme will he ■ 
the cjuiracter of a building of which we beUeve some'* ’ft® cUimble for j^ursllf so shall it do us good and 
mouldering fragments still pcmain. But the nipst acceptable service; and if occasion present, we shall not 
interesting of all these illustrations shows us, by a be unmindful thereof. From our Balaee at Holyrood 
panoramic view of the interior, the plulosopher luiuself House, the 6th October I G41.' So important were his, 
in the middle of his labours. Perched in their several labours deemed, that Gordon was specially protected 
departments, the assistants ore grouped together, mak- by both parties during tlie wild times of tine civil wars, | 
ing ohsen^atjons with the instruments, or preparing and was by a truly m;^rvclJous generosity excused from 
! I'oports, while Tycho, as the lord of all, sits on a chair taking a aide. A ^special act of parliament was passed 
I of state in the centre— calm, majestic, magnificently to exempt him fron^subsidies and quartering of soldiers, 

; at tired, but with tlie greater magnificence of command- and many orders were issued to protect him ftom the 
; ing intellect in bis countenance. The age of* forty is rapacity or tyranny of the commanders of troops, 

tluit «t which the artist professes to represent him; Thus in the midst of tliis wild tunnoTl the gepgrai)lier 

but the grizzled beard and deex^ furrows «i the brow and statist quietly went on with his work. He pre- 
ami cheeks wmld indicate a more advancecl period of servedhis strict neutrality;' and i^erhaps he was all the 
life. more successfulin doing so after the ascendancy of the 

j A very interesting volume of tins gi*oat -work con- Covenanters, since he was at heart a Cavalier. There 
I tains the plaiio of cities, chiefly in the Netherlands and are many curious (Tntiquarian inquiries in Gordon's 
i Northern Germany. II icy are very full and minute, ijortion of the Atlas. He is the author of a history of 
I but they bar an interest oven beyond their topogra- his family, and it w as for some time understood that 1 m 
pljitjal imi>ortanc 0 in the curious representations of had left behind him the history of liis own timbs. A 

I local and domestic custon^. The Dutehman’s garden manuscript in two folio volumes, in the Advocates' 

j is laid out before us to the* minutest tulip. Here is a Library, was long believed to bo th? identical work, 

1 game at bowls, tdiere a party assembled iu tlje lostliaus and stands lettered on the back ‘ Straloch’s MS.’ It 
! or plcasure-hottse. The human figure is represented was since dispovered, however, that this wms a (^ompila- 
j in every variety of the costume of the age; and as if tion by a writer named Man, the editor o^nn edition 
I tlie artist desired ta give us an opportunity of knowing of Buehanan’s History, who bad intended to publish 
I everything, he spreads heforo u8 the contents of a it hs a flistory of the great civil war. It had so far a 
i hleaching-green, * Clean linen was scarcely at that firoe connection with Gordon of Straloch, that it wois chielly 
t known throughout the rest of iSurope, but |here we compiled firom a muiiuseript left by liis sou Thomas 
! SCO spread oiit, just as they might 6© «at tlie present Gordon, parson of llothiemay. A inam^eript of 
day, the shirts, great and small, of the Mveral grades of Thomas Gordon's own work has l)een discspveredy and 
the family. In all domestic arrangements the Nether- it has been printed for the Si>alding Club, under the 
lands have b(?cn a cen^ry in aflvaUcQ of the rest of title, ‘ History of ^ots Affairs from 1^87 to 1641.* 
the world; and it is perWps to^heir pride in tbis civi- To return to the Atlas. We have stated that the 
lisation that w e may attribute the disposition of the Scottish maps arc very full and minute. Their liistory 
Dutcli to make the world so well acquainted th|-ough is curious* and goes farther back than Gordon's con noc- 
arfe tvith their domestic toits^ RhUip de Commes tipn with tlie ivork. Timothy Pont, of whom little 
tells us, that wlien the Couni Palatine of the Rhine more is luioWn thjm that his father was a judg^ of tl!e 
visited the Duke of Burgundy at Brussels, ‘the duke’a Court Sefesion, and that be was an enthusiast in 
servants upbraided the Germans for their nastiness topography, left behind lurn a quantity of aiaps and 
and incivility in laying their dirty clothes and them draughts of various parts of Gotland.* Sir KobertSlbbald, 
t soots upon tiicse rich beds, and accusing tliem of want a man of kindred hamte ah^ acquirements, in a notesr 
of neatness and consideration.^ And thence, aticording .bpc^ about Scoty ah authors left among his manuscripts, 
to the chronicler, arose a natip&al quarreh Statep that Pont topk long pedestrian jourqeys to ao^ 

Scotland woidd not at tMt time have so easily^ boriie quire hi? topompliieal information. Bishop Nicholson 
a minute exposition a)f its dogicatic anaugempnts; him, that <hewy by nature and education a 

yet perhaps the volume dedica|<i^ ^ that country mathematician, and thci first projector of; a 


yet perhaps the volume dedica|<i^ to that country 
the most interesting department of BlaaWs Atlasi ^t 
contains a rerics of partly ip. coi^|ias— as f or%r 
and Aberdeen; partl^b provinces as Toviotdhlc, 
Lennox, &c. They are extremely ftiU and ixiingt^ aif' 
fording a store of topographical knowledge of the j^st 


and the first prqieotQr of;.a- 
Tp that great pm'pose he pexac^ni^ly 
aU , the seyqral colmties and isles ol king- 
dom, thhlhdraughts of them upon the spot, and such 

dbrey\'§t!ons upon the m^utnenta antiquity 
as. were; prep|0^|gi£^^ii^hlng ' 


valuflWe kind, enlianccd by a TCiy copious uMof #u|ure descriptions, IJa yns 


atpiy sur- 


description. The names of places ar^ prpfcssedly*^ven - prited bj to the mcstimabic Ins comUry, 

in^Latin. and Jhe-msnner ;':Pont’B:(av j- > 

lieoo efJVated is in 

wo liave Qodscroft ' , 

Ifurgh into 


ftwl; , ;:ttc. ■ liraB? i . ' _ a cinfirry cloU, n nd 

.liave^b^ 'was %oiaa: .on. 

^Fi^lii«|w^:.;:; 'wltji ■ avj,ti^ ■ ali(5it -'aquarc*;' either 

in front 
'^^ay throuirh 


li^flptcd whicii H|0 ii<nr ^esijart^ ^ are ga^ar, ,,botli from indination and principle, and „ 
i hamcB of farina imd ;vi^agel9 TO«?1 ^9»^vith Ins customers, cither by the dallying 

'mli^^bitants having f$p loi^ tb^^was aiiilll^baliy pi^oceas of* best fire in nine,* the tricks^'* 

libnb to hand down tl^e name* < , • ' r ♦ itiano^urrc of * best two in thwc,’ or the desponito dash 


WHAT HAS BECOMfi OI' TRU 


of ‘ sudden death ! ' in which latter case the first toss was 
destiny—ii pie for a hall^nn)*;, or your halfpenny gone 
for nothing ; but he invffrinbly dtc]inOd the niyst^ 


A Pi^KY for a tie I to «f Wir^todivMma of ! cia mimj* iot l^og altogether free 

^Serie«(!^1tewproHWr foemo»t<^ tom .««picioa on the .abject of eoUusioii between a 


Imrter*^ the first, gonttc and u^clconie indnetiofi tb 
tho dry details of commerce, and dhe eminently cat- 


l^m sitspicioA on the Jl^bject of . collusion between a 
oeuple of hungny customers. Wc meet with him fre- 
<|uci^ly in Old prints; and in Hogartlvs ‘March to 


cttlatcl to impret. upon the ujfant nnmU of a Uad.ng . *hcro he efana. iu thfe very centre of the 

, p<)pulation the ptij«My prmc.p^s of exchait^ of which grinnihg with delight at the adrdStness of one 

pro quo form, the " e robbery, while lie is hiniBcIf tlie rictim of unother. We 

f upon liic first ne«rof o«r subject, that tho adlnlrable figure by the greatest painter 

fMJriqationimdconsnmptm of_fd^^ of EngHA life, that tho pieman of the last century 

custom a. ancient, a. have ranM perambulated the streets iii professional^ c and 

tMong^tlie vei7 first twhicTtoento t^ P«‘~“T= wc gather the burly dimensions of bis 

art. Upon carefol myestlg..tien, wares, ‘that he ke,it his triule alire hy the laudable 

ourselves to hare teo mistaken Jn this idea. JWe ^tleeof giving 'a l-ixal jKmnvwoith for a pciiny.- 
haye not hreo sMe to.iHsctfvtsr among the rcyelations ,,, successors of 

to wdneh thi.^^1^^^^ key.,.»wy a lati* gcuewtion have not been very conscientious 

i^borityfor supi^ng that among.all theebniJcr. «™l ^f this maxim. Thev varying price of hour, 

^eraof all toe JPharaobs^ thje over exist«^ alfcninting with a sliding-scale, pmbably drove some 

%wbow to pre^jre a end-^nd perimps this eunsc more 

of <^li^. other operated to impi^ing that compleition 

ti^ jwd tliodem.^ tomr productions which made them reremble the 

pfr^«mwt toits Wghest pM^o^^^ dead body of a penny pie, ami *hlch In due time lost 

Of pks^pi^^st Otlie^alogue oft^k^^^ totoi fo4ur Ail dtecerntag portion of their 
tmmphs. lbeir^r««.«; (toe irerd pasted unchanged cistoaicrs. CertWn ilT k toat tlie pmambulaUng 
toto tomian use) wasanag^egatirm of itoidon fcH vtoy miich into disrep^ imd 

balced m atonnaceouscrust, prolKibb soineltort resem- obnt^Spt to sereriil years before the abolition of tl.e 

c^-law»aml.toe mlv.,.tOf toe trade. Opprobrious 


balcedm atonnaceouscrust, prolKtob soineltort resem- obnt^Spt to sereriil years before the abolition of tl.e 
toing in form a vemson pasty ot tl^ ^nd corn-la*s and too adyq.t Of to-c traile. Opprobrious 

was the first e.ombmation of toe kind, ro to at least as wefo toirlcil at the wandering uierdiant as he 

we know, ever subiultted to the appetite bf tlic gotir^ pari^etl the sttisets and alk*y»-^I^^ which Averc in 
jrnand. Wb haA^e ho intention of irawuihg the iiiatory no funall the clammy and day-rikc 


of thia great distmci^ from it^ first da^AU in imm^ appearance of W By dojurrocs thr i>rofcssiou 

A^henifin Jdtcl^n tb its present universal estima^on got into disfavmiri and the pieman either, altogctlicr 
nmodg aUcivilij^ eaUws. Wb must pass the pies of disappeared, or inergctl in a dealer in ftweign nut?, 
all nationiyfxom tbmonkey.pieof Africa, with an4 oUier edibles which barred tlio suspicion of 

the Iiead of the baked 8em!*homb emerging spoctr^Jy t -..i * i • a, n *. * 

^Un, ^ ♦li th© relish for |dt!s, survived m the public taste, 

from tho upper ©rust, to the of Strosburg, the the wiUllig penny wa#A» reatlv as ever to gwenlon 
ohuomiaHy swollen liA-ers of whose toimented g©cs(« ipaniijditv^ fitir founds, would fiicct the general 
roam the wide world to aren^ upoii ghtlfomms ' man,, dbHiro. ..Ki^lObnery was tlie. sUding-scjile gvme 

titc infiim^is^ infiiibtcsl upofi tbcdr original pro* to the dc^y h fidtpt^licct of permanence ofibrcKl to 

prietors i we muss pse^ ' tOOr the thousahd*find-6ne tb© sp^^l^y In the .guarantoo of spmething like a 
iugeitl^s ; inventions whicli iid<fn the pag^s of ^rs fitted coat In. the chief ingredieut used, thim.up sprung; 
Cilasi and ttumlKild, bv means of ,whi^ dys^ps^ are odomst. ^ the metriv 

aPim ««d ,toc v«letodlJitoi-:to^4«*^^ 

.he 

the mwt. '«|j^^^lji|.!|p;to^yi-,;li^‘eiMa'gy to;.(liip^ A-voiil- 

pie6fl850,.pre|Bj^:^^inj^loto'S|^i^to;to'l!to%i^^®toii'S®S?Sito!fe-toc gutter' «f the 
^ a lianfii«fi<|glibtoitotoi#i^^ of mliil- 

nieipal "all article 

cf., tog jto«cc- 


^ ■ them ■ to ■ FM’U 


. tb-^val ;■■ his. new 
d pj^^p them to sell 

him;,a iiviiig 


•CHAMBERS’S MhNBHJWH JOURNAL. 


wmcii wQuiia not ^ : : ■ : 

TJicse penny-pi^;»liqjp 8 now f<irm.qne ot tlie cha^^^ the Are oiH?n all hi^ht 

terislic features of the Xoadph, W in -pomeatlW^, lonffV Ifeelilom hhush befota three in the morninjc ' 

That they are on imptenah ns Well^as !'a Srhcn situnti^ Itt Wnefelibourh^ a tbea.re pr a 

luxurjf to a ^^17 lar^ section there' cab-stiifdl. t^vtho axn^nt of 'toinefts done in the 

can be no doubt, It might be i,h^ course of a year i<!^:fe not eSy^y to fortn an estimate, 

that they -would naturnUy s^ek: a choai> locality ahd a Borne pi^housCs are kiiow tO' ‘dotiSume ’as much Uonr 
low rental. This, liow<»ver, is by no means Jh# ^ ai^ei^bouringt b^t standlh^^^^^^ the same tcock. 
versal practice. In some of the chief lines ^^f ibute The hEkpr iniakes 'ninety qifartern loaves from the sack 
they are to ho found in Tull operation ^ and it is rale «offl&f, andicpuld hardly riiakc a-Uvirig upon less than 
indeed, unless at seasons ^yheu the weather is very a dozen sacks a wreck; but as the proportion borne by 
unfavourable, that they are not seen ^ well lilted with the crult pf a pen|iiy-pie to a quartern loaf is a mystery ' 
customers. Tliey abound especially in thO immediate .which we jllavd* not yet sticceecred in penetrating, we 
neighbourhood of omiiibus and cab stations, and very are wantmg iu elements of an exact calGulation. 
much in the thoroughfares and short-cuts m<^t establishment of ^ 

(luonted by tlie middle and lower cl asset. But th(ni||^ iSpmsIy inci^ascd the number of pic-eaters and the 
the \sindow may T-k? of plate-ghiss, behind which piles of 1 &^::p^ption of Thousands and tens of thou^ 

the finest >fniit, joints, and quarters of the best meat, sands who would dec-line the handling of a scalding 
a large dish of silver cels, and a portly cMnj^ bOwl hot ' morsel in the public street, will yet steal to 
charged witb a liberal heap of minced-meat, with here the corner df a shop, and in front of an old jday-bill, 
and there a few pies, Uc temptingly arranged upon- delicately dandling the titbit on their finger-tips till it 
napkins of snowy whiteness, yet there is not a chiiir, cools to the precifc temperature at wind i it is so deli- 
stool, or seat of any kind to he founxl witliin, Ko cious to* swallow—* snatch a fearful joy.’ The tradcs- 
dallying is looked for, nor would it probably be allowetl. man, too, in the immediate vicinity, soon learns to 
‘ ray for your i>io, and gO,’ seems the order of the appreciate the prl^inquity of the pie-sliop, in the 
day. Triic, you inay cat it tl tore, as thous-apds do; addition it furnishes to a‘ cold dinner, and for half 
biu you must eat it standing, and clear of fhe counter, the .sum it would have cost him if prepared in hU 
W(^ li'ivc more tlian once witnessed this interesting opp^ own kitchen. Many a time and oft have we dropped 
ratiim Antli mingled mirth and saiisfiiction f- nay, what in, upon the strength of a general invitation, at The 
do we care?— take tlie confession for what it is wortli— dinner- table of an indulgent bibliopole, and recognised 
pars ijisijmmuit-^we have eaten our pies (and paid for the undeniable of ‘over the way* following upon 
them twK iio credit being given )— ih loco, and are there- the heels of the cold sirloin. With artisans out of 
fore in a condition to guarantoo tlie truth of what we to- work, and with town - tnivellers of small trade, the 
cord. With few exceptions (we nichide ourselves among pie-shop is a halting-place, its productions prestmting 
the nundKnVsi hurc arc no theoretical ptSttosopherfl among a cheap substitute for a dinner. Few purtdiae^s arc 
thefrequeuiers of the penny-pw shop.. The philosophy made before twelve o’clock in the day; in ftict the 
of bun-eating, of whi(di aWiepitome was given in a tor- sluitters are rainily pulled down much before eleven ; 
nier number of the Journal, niay Iw very profound, 3’et even tbeii busihes.s is ciirrievlon for itearly twenty 
and may present, as w'c tlunjc dt does, some difficult hours out of the twenty-four. About noon the cur- 
points; but the philosoph)! of qK»)my-pie eating is rent of custom sets in,’ and all hand.s are busy till 
absolutely next (0 11 * 7 . The customer of the pie-shop four or fiv# o*eloc'k ; after which there is a pause, or 
is a man (if lie is not a l>oy) with wdiom a penny is a ratlier a relaxation, until evening, when tlie various 
penny, and a pie is a pie, who, Mdicn he has the, former hands of operatives, as they are successively released 
to sixuid or the latter to cat, goes through thoccreniony from work, ogaiu renew the tide. As these disappear, 
like one impressed with the seUlcii conViCtioii that Iks the numl^erlfiss uijj^itly exhibitions, loetiire-rooms, me- 
bas business in hand whic^ it behoves hh|a to attend to. chanics* institutes, concerts, theatres and casinos, poiir 
Look at him os ho stands in the centre of the door, erect forth their motley hordes, of whom a large and hungry 
as a grenadier, turning his busy moutli full Upon the liv- section* find their way to tlie pie-houae iis tlic biily avail- 
ing tide that rushes along Holl)om t Of shame or eon- able tesoupcse—^the public-houses being shut Up fot the 
fusion of face in conn; ctipn wH^ the eiiviahJe position nighty and the lobster* rooms, oyster salobtis, ‘shades,* 
in which he stuu^lie jins not tl\p remotest conception, ‘ coal-holes,’ and ‘cider-Cclhirs,’ too expensiye for the 
and could as sixm^be brought to c^tnppehcud the means of the multitude. After these come tlie c.ab- 
differential co/cu/i^ as to Odtertalii fi thot^ht of it. drivers, who, leaving conveyed to their homes riw mors 
What, we ask,j!^ollld phlloscmby. do ? S^till moneyed classes of sight -seers and playgoers, return 


cveiy customer io their stands in the vicinity of the riiop, and now 

hUssfidly insri^bW to the false shame ; and consider that they may conicientiously indulge in il ' 

for such 3 to' are%ppreprtrcd for the public resfreshment of cel-iM«||, winding up* with a coiiple, of 

averse from 4 t, a iKUieVokmt pr^ is <lriwters,*to the amount at least of the sum of tvliich 
matle hy^>corc of old pjiw'-bUls stuck against the. tbw may liave bach able to theafc their fiires. ‘ 
acl verse whli, or swatliing tiie/ sacks of flour which ^roughout the summer ninths the pie t»adc fiau- 
stsnd ready for use, and which! they , mi^y peruse, or rishes with imabatecl vigour. Each sucfcessivc frhlt, as 
aflect to periise, in sllere^c, munchhig their penuF^ot^hs it I’ipeiia and cofnes to ma^ct^ adds a fresh impetus to 
the whluJ of the pMateTs Imw- \9 aiatumn waxes, every vreek supplies 

ever, perfectly" at tlt^r case, and ■ few a now :nttracripn and a delicious variejfy; as it v^ancs 

niinub s nwjissihy for ^ laid ttp. fbr 

in bandying compltmems with of four .gpbd- future, use; and so sbbh as Ja^ ;yrost sots his cold 
looklng lasses, the very hujarnatidrS! #^^^ t^s uf^ Mvement, ^ demiitf 'pdoir thinco- 

elcanly tidiness, who IVom tnearfi to are m 

bees ia lxtrieating the pies jkoih mot^li^ wulds^ ChristnW^ m^! 
aa^tlidy.atc demand.(id. by -the custom *^, ^ 

ant8i ':!ettd;no Ijaydilbi a :tGih|K«^' of thO’;: 

plump.fhidhoaltlij^lubkii^; W mfd are.yhellhip|gO(h(e,.iis^^ remain., : 

to believe'.. the .report oT 

iiaumishing teiidcjmy to the IhSIs the pwisna«^h 




as brown as if he had been 

ih/ , Now there i» #.1^ pt^ntiiee against ahnt up hi bit own ot?© j and thft frfcnd who brought 

;nat$^M metro- about tills the hand of the 

therefore: |ady^:ae.# 

::' ag^;tnexpre 8vaur . ■< ... -■ 'v:.'.:. •";. 

if^ei^^periodically sufl^^^ thpfihfk the pro- Thbru is scarpeljr any place In Egypt more picturesque 

;/1fiettce of an unfounded prejudice. ^ CSertmil it is fiiat in appearance, oY inote interesting, tlian what may be 
^ eating dpel mUtetiMly callcil ijs Southern Gate^the whede neighbourhood of 
spring season ; and it is pf late yms, the Cataracts* X hare read many descriptions 

about the same seas^v a siiooeasion ordne Tabbipt executed with great, skill, but not one appears 

our own have pay^iiously dii^ppeared. Attem^ iffe io tne to convby a corroot idea at tho same time of the 
made with rhubarb t<ioomlwi| the depressinft^of huiinessf g^end i^ the*aeene and of the minuter 

)}ut success in tbisinatter is tery payfiaJ^theigeneraUty^^^^a^^^ It ipaybe that success is impossible, or it may 
of consuibers hwng imptfeased with the popular notion be that ttayellerB have hurried on too rapidly to other 
that rhubi^b is p^sic, and timt physic is ^ dlnssleal sitea This last supposition is not unlikely to 

But ToUeir is at hand: the showw pd sanshine of I Mre known people ‘do' the whole district 

1 biing the gopseberfy to mtuketppie^ resume tlieir iin- % "twenty -four horn my own part, durii|" the 

portanoe I and 0ie pieman, backed by an inexhaustible Y remained there, neW ohjocts of interest, new j 


storia of a fruit grateM tp eyery English palate, cqjh- 


pf view, seethed perpetually presenting tlu m- 


iqcne-es the cainj^gn with renewed ener^^ and bidg selves ; and when I took my departure^ it was with 
delanco for the i^aat of the year to the mutations of the hnpreasion that had I remained twice as long, no 


fortune. ■■ : ■ * ' 

\Ve shall close this sketch with a legend oMho day, 


I yeaiming for fVesh excitement would have arisen. 

We had passed through a narrow defile of rock the 


: sfbr the truth of w hich, h do not personally previous evenly, and moored at Ak&hah, a village 

vouch. It was reflated and receivfd ivith much gusto celebrated fot its dates. The morniug came bright 
I at an annual suppor lately given by a large pie pro- and supny, but cool. A gentle north wind filled tlio 


prictor to his assomblpd hands 


sails, and soon Rafted us against tlio rippling ciiircnt 


Some time since, ad rims curi'ent narrative, to within sight of Essouan, or rather of the hills and 
tlw owner of a tludring concern, which, ruins that overlook if, for the tmvn itself was conet*alfc(l 

after mucii difficulty, he hM establishing by palm-groves. A white-walled palace standing alone 

with borrowed capital, dii^ lie^ iiad wel| extrj- on the easteru bank, and a great ruined cpnvcMithalf 
cated liimself from the r^ponsibilitics of debt. The way up the sandy declivity the west, were tin? first 
widow carried on th^ huampss after his decease, and InUldings tl^t appeared near at hand, A slight turn 
throve so Wjelh that n speculating baker on the opiate brobfht us tp si|^t ^ tlie point of Btephantine, its 
side of the yiray made her^ of his hand. . The woods and thitdtets sparkling in the sun, the approach 

lady ^refhsed, and tho enraged suitor, determined on seemingly impossible by of the huge black rocks 
revenge, imin^^ately convert Ida baking into ^ idled fU if iVi^tments of a *w:ros3 the river, 

opposition pie-Siop ; and acting on thn principle nhi- 'Ph the right a Ending 1>mnch strewed with boulders 
vevsal pnong London bakoTB, of doing business for th appeare<i to load away into the desert; but fo the left 
first inVmth or two at a loss, made hi % pick tvdeeW big a m^llmrpf boala indic»ited the mooring ground. The 
as he could honestly niford to makb ’Aera. • The ccaise- great wafc soipu got in ; and tho foresail flapping 
quence was that the widow lost her Wstoin, and was took us qbielly along between two enornioua rocks, 
hastening fast to yiiin, when a friend of her late bus- covi red widi hioroglypkics and figures of ancient kings 
hand, who was also a small creditor, paid lier a visit, and heroes, mto a kind of lake or Imrbour, defended by 
^ Slip dej^led her gfiovance to liim» and lamented her breakers on th© north ; the sandy bank covered with 
lost trade and fearlhl prospect^. *H<i, hoi’ said her old boats, and backed by trees, on the east; the island 
friend, ^ thqt ’ore's ihe move, |s it? Never you mind, on the west ; and dosing in to the south, so as to leave 
my d^ Xf I don’t git your trado agin, theye aint no only a narrow p^age between an eminence topped 
snakes, mark pje— tliat’s dll' Bo saying he took Ins with Baracenlc i^s, and the great shattered wall of 
leave, ' bmm StoU© supposed Jp mark the site of the Nilometer. 

About eight , okjlock Um smne oveuiug, when the Th(n?e was bustle <m 0io be^pli^^ 


bake^ new piershop Avas crami>1^4 to 4pverflowing, and to salute us, and i^int out a com^mSit place where to 
^he p^ncipai was below auperiptendSug the production fpi^ Up ;* boatmen exchangihg sf^j^tations ; donkeys, 
of a licw batch, in wglkp the widow’s friend in the intli civilised, and 

costume of 4 k^niielrraker, and elbowlxfg Ins way to erm^h^ dOf^U 

tlie ooUhten Aabs d©wii it g brace of huge dead iag; a boat 

cats, Ycicbferi|ihig*at the same iim© to the astonished adtdsOr^^ space cowsM u^ bales of 

damsel in ulftendancO: ‘Tel^your master, my dc^, merduiMhKSy d^eds, and graups of travdki^so that 

wh?clh by. the 

afid seyHlbring fotber four to-rmon'cr ATteniSKm:!* W be at least a ilvay place of 

With he lu^^gered PWt and went ins wgy. hdl. mttm be so in fimt; and X s^ 

So po^l wi» and .proa > »poi>th.py.p 


among /i% 
shop was clear 

cov^'red with 

the corner 
'. ^demend 

la^us^not'- 

in'"' 


3d /effect of 


pi^w, 'r^oef^^ 


E'lWMfifhoCja^ 


l^^ug putpst air in tlic world benegUj' the finest 




ly diMi ^ two famous 

miles' of 
.^and one below called 
^e biter, aa I have said, now lay qppo- 
the ' whitO' bUly'-Liby^' desert . 
bu.t.our/.curiosw was 
'■ebuld 

‘^iheornatiye travellers, 
itv There- waa plenty 
impa- 



ticnco, we resolved to peraeyore in oqi* old nietholli of UftYing g 5 t beyond the tombs, we found, tTi^otintry 
making ourselve^^ Imie in a plsoo ^ Went in beconm moro wild and savage at every step, Hot a 


quest of its neigli^bdr^ Jbjeets of at 


tree, not a.fhrtito, not a blade of grass, not a iichei^ jnet 


The modem town Of Essouan cpntaip$ some fpur or the eye. AJiilas blipk) brutnbly rock on ev«^ side, 
five thousand inhabitants. A principal 'street, as usual, Beq^ath our Vas sapd. The hills, broken into ! 
is devoted to the bazaar^not very ||tparkable for the fantastic sliapas/lbibied holtews, ravines, valleys, wind- ! 
ri(:hne«» of the goods exposed f[)r si^e. In tha'iieigh- ‘ing awtty in Inextricable copfasionv We seemed tp 
bourhood, especially to ^e nprib* are a variety- of have got into e^inguished era "^^^-st volcano, 

dusty -looking gardens diyided by dusty lanes ; buf the Yet tber^waa hotldiig because the 

general effect is that of barrennpaa and desolatynf f uneh/ude^>sun w||a: there, strpliiniug down its dazzling 
the south is a city of ruins -r^ the ancient ^Asal^c llglit ph everj^ obgect, and ilnpartiug, gs it were, lifo 
Lssonan, with its remains of elegant arched huildingb iglesol^tibTi. A vulture now and then sailed heavily from 
stretching far and wide ; and beyond, whSre thp' ground crag to crag; two or tllrec hawis ascended in their 
rises, the c-ominoncement of a vast pemetery* Our first spiral flight ; a dozen or so of glPssy black crows looked 
walk was in this direction ; .and wo had^soon got clear pertly at us fr«m boulders bearing the names of the 
of the new town and the ohl, and were in the i^dst^of BharJM>hs, or strutted with an air of assumed gentility 
tombs and black rocks, here and there bearing inscrip-'^i^jjlje ground ; and some small black and white birds* 


tions. On the summit of the hill are Swa mosqut!Bir#iP|®^^^ and desert larks, fluttered in busy idle- 

one r pined, and one glaring with frcMsU whitewash/ The? ' tmy-^ 

latter is sacred to the Scventy-8e\'en Sheika, and ’is ^We turned off at length to the right into a rugged 
regarded with peculiar respect both by the reskl<^ts ravine that seemed to lead nowhere. But after 
fnd all truCiMoslem travellers. From its npignboUr- scrambling b-long for some time, we actually saw tlie 
hood a fine view is oUtaiued of the winding course of tops of some waving palms rising, it seemed, out of n 
the Kile to the north ; of the desert rising into crags fissure in the earth 5 and presently getting to the sum- 
on either side; of the to-wn and its dusty groves; and mit of the pass, came^n full view of a lUtle village of 
above all, of the groat black valley along which runs little houses, surrounded by little gardens, nestling in 
the land-route to Phihe, The whole breadth of this the midst of borrW inky rocks, oh the borders, we 
valley is covered with shattered raaiisolea ^nd ^an infl- thought, of a little lake that dazzlotl our eyes with its 
nity of head-stones, gcaierally in good preservation, brightness. We went on, surprised and silent, and 
\vitb long mysterious-looking Cifflc inscriptions. For- soon got into the clean streets, formed by the neat 
tlier on to the south, it seems enc^imberod with isolated garden mud- walls and the still neater fronts of «iic 
ro(iks that, thickening in the distance, at length close houses, and could scarcely believe that w'c were in 
lip the view. On tl»e most conspicuous heights around, Egypt. It was some time before our fancies were per- 
tombs of saints, ancient and modern, are perched l&e suaded that we were in a Shellabe village on the banks 
watcli-toivers. of one of the winding branches of the Kile. 

We returnc 4 through part of the new tov.Ti, detecting The name of the place \ras Mahatta. It was iiiha- 
frag;ments of ; ncient buildings in tlie walls of seyeriil bited, we learned, entirely by that peculiar race of 
of the houses ; and com|pg doTO to the liver north of people called Shellabes, from SUeUah the Artibici* name i 
our mooring-grouiid, epmhied an old :^irian bath that by which the Cataracts are known. „ They are evi- 
prqjects like a mble into tlio water. From this the dently of Berber or Nubian descent, but intermingle very 
road or j)ath goes tlnxiugh trees,* beneath a huge piece | little with the parent stock, and seem to me superior 
of rock, covered with hieroglyphical inscriptions and j in jiersonal appearance and intelligence. They dei^cnc] 
figures, not of very finished workmansliip, and pro- entirely foi» their living on work connected with the 
bably rcfcordiiig the visits of mere travellers like our- Cataracts— as tracking up or taking clown bo.ats, trans- 
sol ves. It could not but strike us that these ancient porting merchandise, &q . — and seem to make a good 
pilgrims suriiassed in taste the moderns. They chose tiling of it. I adinii'cci their taste ^ in selecting this 
the fiice of iirt^cipices, the naked sides of water-washed lonely spot as the site of their village, although there 
boulders, whereon to vrnie the cndurui* memorial of are hut a few hasketsful of earth in the neighhourhood. 
tlioir visit. But their more civilised successors chose There never was a more romantic situation. Opposite 
the most eonspiefuous part of the most elegant and rises a lofty desolate island ; Ixihmd is a lofty desolate 
ornamented moniiincnt, and are not content unless the ridge. North and south barren rocks slose in flie view. 
iKiine of Bmitb deface.'' an oval, 9 T destroys the expres- The current of the river is scai'ccly perceptible to the 


ornamented monument, and are not content unless the ridge. North and south barren rocks slose in flie view. 
iKiinc of Bmitb deface.'' an oval, 9 T destroys the expres- The current of the river is scai'ccly perceptible to the 
Five touches which mark the countenance of Isis or eye, unless you stoop over the slippeiy rocks which 
ll.riris. ^ lead dowm from xtho village; but it sparkles so gaily in 

Kejct day we resolved to extend the circle of - our the sun as to ^upply the jdace of hlmOSt all tl^ othey 
wanderings, and started again southwards. This time elemejits of l^cautyrin a landscaptv , 

wo traversed the whole length of the cemeteiy Along In passing throdgh the: a few 

the centre of the Valley, gasping with admiration at women, »eme of elegant 

the elegant cupolas, finely-turned auchesr and graceful standing in the streets; but bad eat dora on 

pillars, which, though noW iUl broken aud^ d a gK>at rQck overlooking the stream, a'crpwd of little 

testified amply to the' taste ^lat had presided over <§hattcrihg oluldroncame roundths, all otcriug some- 
their creation. One of the iimpmo^ahle he^sthb01|i" tiling Ibr sale. The parents were wise enougH to know 
tliat dot the grpmid appeared recently ahattcAsd; 4% that tliese pretty make better bargains 

a musket-bullet. Thma was a atosey ^ to the pu!r- than tb^selvei One «• 

pf)se ; A Turkish eoldfor, in a fit of drUnk^m impiety; , #**d bandit, fco'v^ered with the skin of the 

had fired at the stone; but cveq JbefofC the missile gr^t wut^r4is^l; othc?rs had sticks of 

had .sped toiita mark, bo bad dead* Alain bar(W>od Ornamented with leather and brass 

by the spirit of the buried shj^^ll^ ndue but. holy ; wive* Th^Sat around, talking with us in a very in- 
incn lie in tliis ground. A friend Alined that the fbpendeni aianimr^at least such as could speak a little 
story hpd Its origin in a true which Others cltiTping among themselves like 

the hero, was .A Frank trav^lbr.- 
at a.crow*:bri)ken the 8lKmCv.hY.;acc$diKf«l?/hiarj^' 


bursting, he' lo|t fttemse/^of hSpAhbPj® of . 

fiict statement would havf p^|i9|^ip'td"listen';fo:tl^ .actunliy^a'"' 

in reality the' ahocdote is^aoi; (fid 



■isiDINBtf^II JptrilNAU* 


but ill a liiilf-m 
am^ingi " Of course 
Way.at la^ with 
^ ^ safety. Eveif hV the villajiree 
*ti«eu a$ ill some |Kiirt«y 

pk bftMtishy 

tv*Vj6Jil ]Rii«e,’iiad indeed iFik%thorV>u :gfy€i 




Uiiderstniid 
same gesture 

* shouki ^ ^ ^ 

smiled at the absci^ity ^pe question, <in4 repeated 4 
‘If it please , (^d, mayat t^oU go in^pepeif I waa 
deaf to h<« demaiid. He %epTOA' moi« earnest, still 
aticking to' tlie. same form, Ky donkev began to go, 
tie thoOglit that OB 1 had spokp 1 mfist relent, sS^ 
.ftSlOwcMii ^ me. hoFevef ohiciitBte to the laat^ 
hh; dtojjpc^ W though with a 

disappointed tono: ^If it p^saae GOd, mayst thou go on 
thy way in peaool* Next iime I t^sod jfe kept aloof 
and remained aitot^ looking, however, benevolcittly at 
me^ gave him Soinething, and was ^ 

wmdM by lits atei^yped good for a prosperous 
journey in a vcrv eneiiy;^tic tbne. As he never went 
beyond these words, perifiips ho*kilow iiio more of 
Arabic ‘ bat this ppl^ife imd winniTig way of begging Is 
general. 

Tile donkeys used by trayoilers at Kssoiian generally 
billing to the respectable people of the town, who let 
them out incidentally when they do not happen to want 
thorn. You seldom got thd same two days following, 
hilt you get the same boy and the same satldle. Home 
bf tlm bhys areintelli^nb b^ ssdly stupid. 

There is a man wlio a&eets to be a guidie, and entertains 
trayeilera who employ liihi with lon^ speeel^ al^ut his 
hone^y atid tendenii^S of eonsoience. Going through 
% field of eloy^bope ^9^ he ihterriiptiBd a very flowery 
speech on this ^hjbi^t, by saying to the donkcy-ihOy : 
‘See, first, if ndbe^y is lookifig, and then gather nn 
armfial of that > 

,‘Hol hoi' quoth his employer,; * i>^ this ymir 
‘''>»Ohe8tyf’;. 

.The ina^ was takim aback for a moment, but roco- 
vyetjiig, Sjttid. : ‘ owner of that field is my paitictiJAr 
^friend 5 &nd if X wet^ to ask him for the whole crop, he 

AtMaliatta, os I have hinted, there is notliii^ to tdi 
of tho^neighbourliood of the Cataracts. I do not re* 
member that, os the hush of noon came on, the 
roar of stru^lng waters, reached otir 'ear. It was 
S(^o tkiie subse4hesi% tkflt I them from 

The road Emouaiti 

ourwdiH^: 

'ih' stilT^om'^ ' obliged td dls- 

motmt,.>s^:^(x£m||^^ draw*. 

Ing ni^? Are mti sot, and made great 

came almost Of a riuiiw tlie etwst of the ridge, atid saw 
the honixm, thait h^ .reti^i^ vasii ^tanoe, nb- 


thing 

doiy the world 
])en has not the 
I pot pet to uii 
wonderful imprci - 
the very paucity of 
"congealed, hut hem iiml ' 
%bhlch 1bam~yaJ' ^ 
aa it^ore, into' 






w:^-mTTr 

?pi^i|n4 .;f Jrt 



^ l^Uzz, a roar, that 

Ude^ as: so that as we 

t dlo^ path, , our voices, hii.shed 

at fib»t into A'Whiipsy^ b^ beheld, 

rose ibiporeeptiblji into a shout. 

I ‘know* not why m this lonely place, whore nought 
Wt the^Cataroiem the wind are to speak at all— I 
knojjv not why^^fX^SS^j^^^^a^ sink and go away 

mnrmucing to bthcF>TCgioh% 4lus tunmltuous chanting 
of 'tSa ivRTers sltouliV jnc^ase — why they 

^ioiild#seem to giw,^moic but 

fne owl, and, tha bat, and. the robber- wolf is abroad, 
when nil el«© ii Wlopming the approach of sleep. 
Ht^entilic men, emvesdroppera of nature, will no doubt 
fiiid out somO eiqilanaiiiph ki tho disposition of difreront 
strata of 'tlie atmosphere ; hut at that tune I could not 
thinking that wc had come upon some great 
m^Ung of tVie waterrSprites-r-Bomo parliament of 
demohs^ e^ supernatural dcbaU‘. Tlie. light 

Was yO^ly fading dway over the untrodden de sert, 
and whoio troops of thin shadows were coming playing 
towards 118 . Islands iK^gaii to quiver lik# rapids, and 
rapids seem to grow' solid like islands. A sad and 
silent black lM>y iHio came to us, I know not 1 h>w, 
hurried us iilong from bab to bab. We might til ino.st 
liaye fahekd ourselves guided by a fainiliax' of the 
plime, had ho not taken care at length to tell us that he 
was unwilling to be benigiited in that lonely place. He 
wanted to. go home. AiS where was Ids home? Be- 
hind that great isolatefl rock at tlie village of Korore. 

We scrambled ov#r the sVippeiy^rocks, whilst the . 
moon gradually substituted herself tor tho sun. To 
pur surprise, as we came upon a little bay above one of 
tlip baba or gates, we lieard n voice, with a laxmliar 
tuAngj sinjglng out a queer couplet, the fimt line of 
Whid^ 1 Ithiuk, was— Mfail, Columbia, happy land I* 
ikn Ahieiiean, in tryhig to get too near this ‘ tarnation 
a maiX)t,Vhad sUpped into the water, and 
pf^ntly we setually niado out tlic Stripes and stars 
pv# a little boat snugly Miooi^ iilfmg the bank. A 
jHbw minutes oiterwardS we heard Uio barking of dogs, 
got;:iiito a grove of trees, then into the dreaming village; 
•of Korore, parted with ottr sable little guide, ami went 
away under a magnificent moon in search of the valley - 
road Iwck, Thq lads wlfo were with us talkwl of hyicnas 
and jackals, and sang with somewhat Oxag^crateil bold- 
ness to BcOre them away; but w*c heard not a sound, 
not a rustle, and saw noi^mf]^ but rocks nnd moonlight 
as we jogged quietly bock to our boat. 


m 40HNS0N AND MISS HANNAH MIIKIC. 

AK XUAGlKSnr DlALOOrK.'*' 

liamnah More, I liavc scareoly seen sir, since the 
^tlv of poor Hr Oarrkde. JIU loss makes I..om1 on 
qiute anptbor.:p|ii!|^;to m 1 shall return to Bristol 
mtliA||i^)ing ^dqjeetijbn ivitlierto unknown. 

It is forty years and more 
alnea ^ oi$ breilthi^ George called me Ma-stir at 
Si|laiif thirty since I wii>tc the Jh o- 

* Drury Latic.'TlKsatre. The 

f ■ no' more/ '' ' ' : . . ■ 

inch, sir, to doTatp tho^rbfession of 
sl^b^sbt^an^m 

On%e stagcv Hi ihowed the world 
for ah uptor to emM con- 
lor ^ tbrm mur h 

to 

■thof^ii^ 

iscld . 

. .., InteilOiadoriti,''::: '. ' s ■ ■ 

" :■■■ . ■ . v ■ 



. cha;Mb:^’s 


IT. M, DM you no0^considcr his^ ^ ^ery 

Wiy, madaaJj^Wirfek Avas no^v^ at all. 
IVoperly Bpeaking;^!!© never - 

If, M, I miglit have expected ypn ’to oppose me, 
sir ; for it is said that you have always considered Mr 
GaiTick your property, and will peiidt no onfe either 
to praise or to blame him "in your piiweiuje. 

J. Mighty Avcll, madam ! silly imports 
spread by silly people ; but I am vexed to'hqjir^iiliem 
repeated by wise ones. If iKSOple praise Ganitk Inju- 
diciously, as fhey very commonly do, I tjon’t know aify 
law, civil or social, that requires mo to acquiesce ; and 
if I did, I should lireak that law, as being itself funda* 
mentally unlawful. If they censure Garrick withoiifc a I 
cause, or Avithout a just disoerhment of the particular | 
a ml pardonable foibles by Avhich he was beset, I thin^ 
it right to retort upon their ignorance.* And so 
is tli^rc of capofhl reflection on tlie i>art of those whS, 
c l i t i ci se him, that I darCsay 1 fi hd more occasions ^ 
opposition than of agreement ; and this, inadan;^ wiay 
have given ft se to the foolish, tattling observadon you 
have repeated. It niay he partially true, as I have 
just explained; but, taken generally, it is false, and 
mtainly ill- natured. Garrick, I reiterate, was no 
decl aimer, great actor tliough he was, 

//. M. iliit is not good dedaniat ion a necessary 
quality in a great actor? Or Avhat, in ,>Jq>rt, 

Mr Garrick, if not :i good declaimer ? 

J. 'rhe felh>\v that acted Ifosencnuitz to David’s 
Ilairdct, or ‘first murderer’ to hi» Macbcitli, could have 
declainu’d better tlian be. Ihit Avhat of that, inudatu? 

1 never suav David’s espial on the stage. His excellence 
As*as seen in a corrcK^t idea of the part lie assumed, lutd 
in tho n-'itui al manner in AA*liicli he represented it. 

H. M. 'Dieii do you think, sir, tliat declamation is 
out of place on the stage? It seems to my poor judg- 
ment that ilrere, if anyAvlmre, the art should he pursued 
us a study. • 

J\ I only sstid that Garrick AA^as no declaimer, which 
has very little to do wdUi youf qiiestibn. Perliaiis lie 
neglected the art more tl Kin became him ; but he 
Avis!K*d, imulam, to diseiiclmnt tire public of their love 
for the dedamatory, which had b(?en for a long st^ison 
j>reposteroiisly indulged. Dirtle actors imitate great 
ones; and accordingly the successors of Betterton and 
Booth tried, one and all, to catcJi their rhetorical style, 
and of (roiirse exaggerated it in theiiu own vcrsioios. 
Jlocttuse the ehi('f performer of his age had excelled in 
iiiquessive declamation, all the t>erformers of suh.sequent 
rnsras must needs declaim too, or exiicct to he sneered , 
ai; us inferior actors. Noaa> Garrick was impatient of 
this noiiscnse, and lK>ldly struck out into the 0}qK>site 
f;our«e. His genius curried the toAAm by stolitu ; for 
all could see that, however wrong Garrick m^ht bo 
if judgcnl by tradition, ho wa.s orthodoxy iGolf as iutcr- 
pretetl by nature. You know lines of that dog 
Churchill— 

‘ Figuiv, I own, at firH iiiay give offeuoSi 
And harshly strike the oye*i too curious acuso ; 
ihit when |>erfcu:tions of theftnhid break forth. 

If umour^s chaste sallies, judgment's solid worth ; 
lichen the pure, geq^ine fisuiie, by nature taught, 

(a very bad line, maduin, and oniy.not worlo t^uin the 
next) , 

Springs^iiio sense, 'and every actidii*4^ought ; 

Before such nierit all objcctiitts ^ ; 

Pritchard ’s gen ted , and Garrick hijjh 

//. V/ Was Mrs Piitchurd, ildio reverse W 
genteel off the stage? ■ /:■; 

J''. Pr^tchaiylf waaa vulgar 

idiot j Mucli gives Ibjxx^to what of 

her. Blie would sptmk ^Micr gown 
when upon the jamrds, nil triwie of leff 




Jier ; gestureawerO all 

judgmeni^a^vjCilb^neo, ^qr^at. least ,gentilitjc'^;:p;,;!i!^^ 

as Mr G^rribkari^^ you forget his low s 
mu^ have been ;4;^reat actor indeed. IloSv 
think tlmt die tin^ nas which, applies to our 

friend da earBfeifJti' ihat opitaplij' Vh^h Dr Goldsihitli 
■ ar^ticl|^tc4^;|sim|n j(^t i' ■ 

J. xo»| allude. tb.xhe yersea In/ 

/ llere fifes Darll Oarrick* describe 
^ Ay ftbrid^iuent of all t^at Wfts pleasant in man ;? 

aud so forth. It is a very suitable epitaph ill pi'afiy 
iwints, though n^t alii Garrick was, without doubt, 
a very good nferi. In society he >vas vastly* to be 
admiicd, notwithstan(Ung his vanit^^^^ which, after all. ' 
veiy natural In a man of his position. A guest of 
il^ale’sfo David in my Ijcaring on I 

Acpre of I told the gentleman; that for j 

Garrick to be vain aa^us the last thing that should excite 
wonder ; and tliat the only wonder in the eiisc Avas, that 
after so mdlty bellows hiid blown the fire, he was not 
reducetl to a cinder* The Avondcr is, hoAv little Garrick 
assumed. Applause was his hourly pabulum ; from a 
thousand voices it raug-in his ears every night, as the 
‘ Avell-graced actor left the stage.* 

J/. A/. I protestiit fhK^s A’ex mo ti hear persons who 
knew nothing about liim cavil at him as an aAmriciqus 
man. I, Avho have knowm him so intimately, have 
known IIcaa', very fcAA^ who come near him in liberality* 

J. llight, ebiid ; perfectly right ! Tliero might Wj a 
little vmiity in David’s Avay of disbur.siug his money ; 
but ho proved that money Avas not his Great iHrst 
Cause, i often repeat that ho has given away more 
money than miy man in Kngland— in spite of Poote’s 
; inalicious sarcasm. j 

11 . M. Wlmt was that, sir ? i 

’ J. Foote used to say that GaiTick walked biH'Avitli | 
an inteution to do a generous action ; but that in turn- 
ing the corner of the street, ho met th8 ghost of a half- 
penny, Avliich frightened him back again. 

11. M. He was careful of ex^Kinse at homo in some 
respects ; but never sufficiently so to justify such a 
libtl a.S that. My own experience remeudjcrs nothing 
in that dear man but AA'hat Avas kind and generous. 

J. And remember, my dear, that the money wliich 
David gave away so largely aa’hs not Ids by inheritance 
or gift. Every shilling of it lie had laboured for ; and in 
dispensing it, lie disptuiseil the fruit of toil and trouble. 
He was, I gi'ant yc, a grasping lad when he Started in 
life. His father was a. jioor nian—a^holf-pay officer— 
and the family Iiad to study liow to make fouijicnce do 
jis much as fourpence-halfpenny did for theuf ' neigli- 
bours. But When Dand had once niade a pursed he 
kept the stiiugs very loose, and was continually dip- 
ping his fingers in it, transmuting the gold ihtcfcluui^\ 
M. D6 you tliiuk, bifej l>r Goldsmith hiid any 
riglitidsaythat,,'/ ''' 'vr 

*Ilo cast ofl^ his frieiiJs, as akuutsmaif^hk pack, , 

X^’or he knew when ha pleased ho could whistle them 

I, at least, never p^oived atiy fluctuations in his 
Irlendship* : ||8 tide was ever flowing, never ebbing. 

Greek onco said, ‘He that 
Inis UaS; no^ the import of vridtjli 

imfalm t ri^rded, yearis ago, a few thoughts in an 
Osflity fo the^* Adv^htureri' Jack AVilkes told Boswell 
AWt ;wa^ a man who ^ Imd no friends ; and the 

* truth in it tjian Wilkbsf: usually 

ntto^v;: ebinpose . 

-hut. they-'. 




also,, k]a<lw> that ^kiiddmith and 

^0ai|{S|c:^^^ .yeaa?a'. aihca, 

htidi' |il0aaaa| c<rai]Janioiis, ' per- 


Ji ttiajdiimi, if we haver formed 


if. 1C I sdppoae abme lit^avv future fHi(bdahip u%^ to be expected^ even 


V the original cooinese? " * '-* 4 

Why, yea, madam ,* Bomethibii^ the hind, ^ar- 


was loiid of the 6ta|^ Imd was thought to exeroise know m ^e aro khdVm. ^ 


thoh|ih the eontintied to the very edge of the 

toihb; ^>r' after d^th we" shaU see^ f^ to face, and 


•his lordship after a v^ tyrtumical fas 
wtoi^ an ‘Ihquiry mto the State of 


fashiom GoWlitoitlt j CT. IC But.yoii have no doubt, sir* that the better 


Polite Learnlbfe* f aort of fViendsbip will be perpetuated in a ftiture life ? 

— ■■■Jl .Wii-ALij r..:-.' ar-' ■■i-.j liU _ a 


be e 2 t;preBs(^ bim|d^ severity, and)4u B^ Htbeir we ahall be satisfied with a renewed in- 

eoh)iidered, With rude p^idkilQi^ iercourge^ witb old firieiids» or we shall be satisfied 

despotSi Wbbb Gh)ldsmm eometto^^^ 


On the great mana|per, and beg]^ hia interest in some ff* M. I caij bardly understand tlie latter clause, sir. 
OdlGihl capaeltyjl^ wasrihndlytebuSed </. Nor I, madam; blit lean believe it. 

for making io free with one whoraiismbad presumed to H. If. How fondly my heart assented to the hc^ie, at 
eastigate without cause. Goldy deined that he had evor Mr Garrick’s ftineral-seryice, that th^ aoul of our dear 
intended anything personal ; b^ suit %rag uhsuc- brother now departed was in peace 1 ^ 

cOssfUl, and he tet down bur modern Tltespia lia an «/. Ton were present in the abbey, were you not ? 

arrant fbe. But tlmn Gbldy’s tempter was higltly if. If. Yes, sir; thc' bishop of Ilochcster was civil 


if. If. That was a severe Wordj sir. 

' J. Why, Bavid had texed ine at the time by his 
vanity in making He told HeyiioI<l.s 

that lie liked bur chib, and thought he would join it-^ 
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cbssfUl, and he set down bur modem lltespis lia an J". You were present in the abbey, were*you not ? 

arrant fbe. But tlmn Gbldy’s tempter was higltly if. JIf. Yes, sir; the' bishop of Ilochcster was civil 

e acable ; and when we pressed to increase the num- enough to send tickets for Miss Cudogan and myself; 

r of members in the latera^ Club, he zealously and we Were accommodated in a little gilldry directly 
supported the electiN^n of Garrickj to whicli cv'en I over the grave, where wo could hear and see every - 
ivas at one time pfrotUptor^y oppO|#id. t^dng with painful distinctness. My heart sank within 

if. Jf. Opposed to the aidmiasibn of such a man as iiie as ttUo great doors burst open, and the choir 
Mr Garrick to the club ? advanced to the gra'^e, all in white surplices, and 

tf. Yes, madam ; and not without reason. 1 was chanting Haudel’s solemn anthem. The very players, 


ivas at one time perotUptor^y oppO|#id. t^dng with painful distinctness. My heart sank within 

if. Jf. Opposed to the aidmiasibn of such a man as me as ttho great doors burst open, and the choir 
Mr Garrick to the club ? advanced to the gra'^e, all in white surplices, and 

tf. Yes, madam ; and not without reason. 1 was chanting Haudel’s solcnm anthem. The very players, 

anseious to keep the club select, and, ns you might say, practist^ as they vvtfre in fiction, Shetl genuine tear-s 

exclusive. Such a inan as Garrick would in troiluC© a for once. 

new feature in its character, and one tliat might injure, J, Mrs Garrick seems to hear up bravely. 

1 feared, its legitimate dea^t. Bor he was a rattle* Jt. M. Yet she Jms that within which passes show, 

brained feUoW i convCrsaSoni of light gossip; She checkt with rare energy every outwartl symptom 
jumping frpm topic to Wplc; iU* anguish. I told her last week that her self-commnnd 

if llmTU authority, sir, for caUing itmazed me; and her reidy Was, that groans and com- 

him plaints are very well for those who are to mourn for a 

• w s« little while, but a sorrow, sMd she, that is to last lor 

A* aw.fc.«if «otiir.t, w the Te^^ M& triU not be violent and #to«u«o. ; 

J. J Call him gby and grotesque in conversation. J, Boor thing 1 poor Ihing l It is A Sore trouble, and 
Sis talk was dever, Imt frothy, asod had no solid fbun- grievous to be borne. W*f must pray for l ier, my dear 
dation. It wanted depUi ahd sentient; A^brdingly, ddld, that a yolm so galling may lx; made easy, and a 
when Hawkins proposed Ganick*s adiuissibn, 1 sai^ biiUleit so hoary be inmlc light. 

MSTo, he will disturb us by Ms httfiToohery/ • . * 


Us though the dub had no Voice aud will of its own* Bx a letter received from a corres|Kmdc»ft in New j 
^He’ll fe of uafi said I to Iteynolds. * Ho# does he South Wales, it appears tliat a great imi>etu8 has been* ! 
know we will pf^it Mmf The flrrt diike in pngland idveii te the prosiierity of that colony by the mining ; 
hat no right to hold such Mnipiage.* Poor H^vy was of coal and Us cxiwirt to Califomin. Ciml seams of i 
mightily annoyed by his But we wlented 8^1^ urc found on the Hunter River, nnd I 

atlastjMd many happy eVeMngs have b^ made the therii mining has been cummonced on a large scale, i 
happiarl)y his pmseime. He was the bhitpHblest man llte ibilowing is our coriv^^ dated j 


nET. Jfv Bid you prefrx him, sir, Jh tragedy or 
com^y^ ^ • % 


October 1 ^='50 1 — : , • , 

‘A ‘new trade i^roUg up in tliis river (the Hun- 
ter) t^thin the last tew months, in the great demand 


J. Si comedy. But hu was a muster in both, ‘Take frer coal by ships frtnn Galifornia. As many as eighteen 
him for all in all, shall look upon hfr like ot t#^iy sail of from W to ftOO tons each are now 

again.* • , / , wahn^lO bit toidbd at Newcastle (such being the name 

H. M. I te hear yott^s^ dear Mir |p€he Mi^bour at mouth of the river), and a 

Garrick. 1 ^ Within these three or four days. 

. J, And Besides all 

felt his loss nrigh!xniHng,colo^ by 

friend of forty . 

been jiifectcd by a {Kigiage in OUe Of letters to * To«i idea of the vastness of 

Pope~‘ImieDd teco& bosiii Uf tlte Hunter is 

uapm; and when ■we::.^mii^ te ' the. sea. ..'at Newcastle 


raUjgib Jil mouutriiis u hundred miles' 
ml^ili^hiOmeht are about twi^lvc 
is ji:eiieraily procure 
near and at the A jolnt- 

iiir have, in ^nseqh^fed olf ih& in- 
Jlttely dkteirited 


^^1 human beings/. . 

a%werk. 

rcuum ^ii ottr old friends in a he^rVorldI jfi>iir ite& bM tm 
: frieadip;pj;^^.w^ Of the iteme. ' ■ ■■' ■ f ■ ' 
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They have jaat^epmplcted a riUiway vf two milepfrom coniidoired tljlB ai haatiirdous entijrpriaa. ,J3ujftotti yirith:^ 
the harbour to^ fpit> wli«re the workingf of A BeVei^ AftendAftta^ l)rovisions,.set out iU an 

of Bui>erior eomi blovefi feet open Whalc-hi^t, to j^iform a voyage of .240 niilei of 

seam lies at the depf^ of ^ only from twenty to tw^ty- ocean oh 4 dUngfrous chast. , The party was 4heo6»s- 

flve fathoms from thO surfiice. ^ ppweirfril steam- foj*. * It of the Boyne, and pro- 

ongiije draws lip the coal. The same company have ^e^led' ^ the riy^ eohSijierably beyond the point 

two other pits and engines at workf : ; ® ^ fbrmefiyJjtedS^ed On his Mr Bur- 

‘ Another coal held has lately befe carefullj^ exa- nett mW3h a ihfry^!# 

mined, about forty miles to the nprtli of this, and*abont disemb^^gdhg Bayi governor 

twenty miles inland from the navigable* h^rhh^i^ aftlrwaajds hhhied ‘the country adjacent 

Port Stephen, I am informed by a gentleman who to tlio Boyne haA since tHit period bebn settled : it is 
visited it, that there is one seam of Sojid coal cropp^hgp called tile Burnett Oistrldt, In compliment to its first 
out, thirty-four feet thick, and of vary superior quality* explorer. Although stiU a young man, Burnett is 
AVhiit an immense amomit of dormant w^ealth in this mnch'*shattere(^in constitution by the privati^ to 
mass of fuel ! Yet all our prodigious resource^ miile-^ which his duftes have exposetl him. One day Mtely, 
ral and agricultural, are of cbmparatively littlo avail, on calling on liim, I found him prostrated by rheUmat* 
in consequence of a Want of labour. \Ve want V but he was as cheerful as ever, and expected soon 


alnu)st unlimited accession to our. p(it)ulation byboM 
tin aed immigration. 

‘ JSI otliing has lately been heard of Dr Leichhardt and 


ho::bhsy ■^ith fre^ engagements, It is by such mein 
.r ' . 3 ""w up new fields for her emigrants, 
hat should we do without a dauntless corps of sur- 


liis party, who went off ou the perilous cxpetVtion of veyors ? — and of this useful class of persons Scotland 
cxplorhig ^he interior, across from Kew South W:iles contributdb her share. Should Leichhardt, the great 
to Swan River, Fears are entertained that this enter- explorer, east up, the surveyor-general will doubtless 
prising traveller has fallen a sacrifice to the savages of bo let loose on his track; and we may hope that at 
tlie ceil iral unexplored region. Here, in an old-$ettled least a portion of th^ blanlr which disfigures the map 
jiiirt of the country, we know little of the hardsliips of Australia may be filled up with names, and made 
encountered by Gxjjdorers. There is one class of men geographically kiJbwn.’ • 

to \yhoni justice luis never been done. I allj^de to the 

n^sistant-surveyors employed by government to explore. economic value of peat. 

and bring home correct aeeoufits of unknown regions, Dr Anderson, professor of chemistry to tlie Highland 
for it is those occupying thevposition of assistemts Society, has published a report of certain in vcstigifiHons 
in the survey department on whom the hard work which he instituted for the purpose of ascertaining if s 
jjrincipally falls. I laicly became acquainted with ail peat was capable pf being turned to profitable account, 
assistant - .‘urvey or, and gathered from hini many either in tli^fiirm of charcoal or by its conversion by 
curious details rospeeting his operations* His story distillation into products of commercial vaiUe. The 
may aimisc vour readers. ^ result, we regret to say^ is discouraging. The learned 

• James Burnett, who was Imrii in Edinburgh, emi- professor finds the selling price of iieat-oharcoal to be 
gnited wiili lus father (a son of the late Mr Buraett of L.l, 15s. per ton. Tlie expenses of the ptodnTitiou in 
Barns, in Peeblessliire) ki 1S29 to New South Wales, Ireland would be L.l, .38. for the draining of the bog, 
wlicro he received an appointment in the surveyor- and the cutting, packing, carrying, and burning of the 
generars ollice, under the jfUspices of Sir Thomas peat. When rent for the bog is allowed for, it {qipoars 
i^ivingston Mitcliell. In»1836 Hr Burnett wms ap- that a small profit may be looked fo»wliile the pre.scnt 
pointed an nssistaiH-sarveyor, and has ever since been Jirice is sustained. In Scotland, Hr AndefsOn calcu- 
employcul in various parts of tliC j'olony. An assistant- latcs that the process would cost, at the lowest estimate, 
survi‘yor loads the life of 4 pioneer amidst deserts, L.l, 10s. Od., but more iirobably L.l, 13s. 8d. It evi- 
forostrt, and .swamps; crosses rivers, scales mountains, dently, tlieretbre, could scarcely beeoino a profitable 
and mukeis bis bivouac in the neighbourhood of manufacture in l^tlaiid* Dr Anderto gives aiiotiior 
.^avage:^, snakes, and swarms of mischief-loving insects, blow to the hopes of certain speculators, by shew ing 
Voung Burnet i hiul his fair share of these experiences that peat-charcoal, by itself, is hot a manure, and that 
in the bifsh. For some yeai’s he was stationed in Ilia- its theoretical - utility as an absorbent of ammonia, so 
wurra, and was there much employed in surveying as to become a manure, has been^vastly overstated, 
tracts of low swampy land. For whole days his lower The experiment grounded upon was perfonned under 
extremities were constantly wet, with a flerce. sun jiecuhar diounistanees, whlc^^^^ could not be generally 
hcorcliiug overhead. On one occasion, when engaged followed oconoiiiicaUy. In ordinary circumstances, it 
in survAisdug on tlie Richmond jSiver, he found it Uecos- has very Utt^e power of absorbing ammonia j^nd e^jen 
sary to jiroeced on a journey wlien tho whole country when it ej^tinguishes odours, that result Is not found 
M ils lloodod. He rode one horse and led another, swim- to liaVb taken place to any important extent. The prn- 
ining them at eveiy creek, and ns there were no houses or lessor says ; ‘ The absence of absbn^tire poWer in peat- 
Imts by the w ay, ne had to sleep every night in Ids ivefc charco^ led me toynqnire whetlrer or not peat itself 
( lv>tlies in the open fur* *Ills eneampnicnt was fi natly iKJSSesses this property in any grater degree— a hiattcr 
re;tcUed w ithout accident. ^ which it is of some importance to determine, as that < 

‘ About the end of 1840, When in charge Of the substance is so commonly added to tlio iwuiure heap 
Mo re ton Bay district, and sufibring freon the oflh as an absorbent. The experiments were made on an 
i»revious exposure, t!!d« young mm was do- exoicdlont from 3>aiigarveh Renfrewshire, where it 

spatelicd to nceoin^iy Captain Berry ia his exploration oocutt in ofttsiderablo depth. That which 1 employed 
of fi river called the Boyne, from its boad^wato^^^ down was taken from the surijice^^ and from depths respoc- 


occutt in ojbriderable depth. That which^ 1 employed 
was fmen from the ouriitce*, and from depths respoc- 


of fi river called the Boyne, from its boad^wato^^^ down was taken from the surifttce^^ and from depths respoc- 
to the pcJfrt where it became nitvigahlei The pmty, rifely bf B|> Ond 4rJ ^t. The result shewed that 
disaUed by iiad weariier, was oomnmecl to reit^ its no less than from IJ to 2 per «^t. of ammonia were 


steps, and Burnett was some jftie afrerwaads enft absorM- ^mid the experiment! were siifflclently varied 
ployed to complete the survey unddr-* to dem^^Atrato that it is not only capable of 

staking he ejected by incolotilabk i<^ onudtt tliiak bttf^ of mtaining a large of ammonia, under 

scrubs and swampS;, Soma Ba^rts ixf ibe what iday bo cbnsideM circum- 

river;toward%iji month rCx«alniai'i|pt:^^be;^amin<M, ' ''V/- 

and heaolicitod Tpsermis to go on a new mKpe<Utiou if^thcoigh this |SmHienta|bf^ itn^nit 

aU>ng rile co^;;|iy.watel'. . This .'be^:^'j|^t^vhe’kfr' hejeecilleni^ 

Moroton 'the; :5th of 




CTIAMBEBS’S. ISPINBuil&H JOURlfAL. . 


aud {jclaifeion of eirph a stoaM to the sttjply, would soou fall ii] 

to tfe ;i^aiiuro4iietfip8 would he liWy to retain, jRansoveral cl* the oilier products. t<a gfo 
c6in|l|®toJy Batisl^ctory manner, miy aiuntonia of soeh ptofttp as aretipw obtRin 


ciiuaf to the supply, Svould soou fall iii pp as well 
iilaiiseyeral cl* tlie oilier product^ t<a mo inevitable cx- 
feutition of sneh pl^fttp as aretiow obiRintJd^^^ 
exlB^i^re i%ii v^laiU^^ ' f *1 iimy sum up the results i|t 

* however, thaf we must bo fro- by simply saylug i— Is^ Tb*it tti^^aluc of peat-charcoal 

piUPbd itQ ftbd lliat 41 not bc eq^uall^ •ivs a mamimJand absorbent of the valuahle constituents 

aS ^ iif ii not Bu as to justify the fHrrfScr in 

tliail tll^di employing it, or , to enepum attempting its 

it is customary to employ clay or dryA^h Jjcdtlaud ; 3?/, That dry peat is. a 

absorbent of the waste matters of tUo 'i^uable absorbent of aminotiia, and; as deserves 

is well to contrast their v4ue for tliat .purpoi^ yritU the Wjtteytion pf the agriculturist to a grciiter extent 

iliat of peat. A siiedmeu bf a Wheat-soibwaC^ it has. yet done ; 3f/, That the profits of the 

meuted upon, but Was foiiud to Imvo absorbed in distillation of appear to be greatly exaggerated, 

2000 grains of soil only 0'17 iprains of ammbidbA and although they eiinnot be definitely estinuited at 

With regard to tlie\ plan of distUbftten, the learned fkilure of ail previous attempts should 

professor alludes to the proceedings of a coinpany by teatdi us great caution In examining the experiments 
whom the process is carried on. In the cajeuXation of theorists.* 

issued by the company, ^ the oxptniditurc *fi)r the petit, * ' ■ 

wages, wear and tear of apparatilH^^.ls estimated at _ ypl-, ,.a rvA -Kyr n c • 

L.11,717 ; whilst the produtn?, consisting of sulphato of - ^ ^ ^ ^ v a in u n J4 ^, 

ammonia, acetate of lime, uapVitlia, paraffine, volatile Siiknt upon the ihteBhpld of life*s portal 
and fixi.*d oil, is estimated at L.2d»fi25. * Si t« the veiled Isis of the rvTCRE-—alli 

•it must be distinctly uuderstood, liowcvor, that this That time has yetdf bitterness and sorrow 
ostiniate is not the result of the actual niaunfiurtiirc, Lies hid bcneatili that dark, unlifted pail, 

but of an experiment iiuule upon^wo tons of j>cat; and 

the result on the large scale iiiight, mid would probably ^ Behind ui sadly standB a inoumful loaiden 
yield very ditfereiit^results. Jattle«satisfactory infor- • Cjichanto<l inirror ii^her hiind ; 

nuition can, in fact, be drawn from an experiment of this Cypress and violets on her brow are blended, 

sort ; because of course it has been made with care, and V\^th UaUies ever fresh from cliihlhood’a huul. 

by men of iiitelligence, who have attended to every step • 

of l&ic process, wliilo matters are very different when ^ PAsr^didcs o’er the changeful minor, 

ui t)ie actual work we come to deiKjnd upon common Like sunny tears and clouds oVr April skit s, 

workmen. The apparatus used is no doubt very bige- ^ Or lit by avenging lightnings that have nnilten 

nious; but, as far as 1 can understand ^ aiipears to heart with agony that never dies! 

leave the process very much at the mercy “f the work- 
men, whose carelessness would grentiv diminish the Tima the accuaing and the unknown haunt u» - 
anrmmt Of products The Hidden wo and the romemberd ]»ttin ; 

^ As far a« the value of the product obtaitied giaja, the But Paith and pexv in the orljM Present 
cimipony appE^rtfoliave in inaiiy cases overrated them. angel pinions huk the phantenns twain. 

Should any of those prbtiucta pro VC unsaleable, of course , bcTuiiuiAM). 

the 100 per cent, iirofit which the estimates shew will — — — — — — 

be greatly i-^ucod. It vvoidd l^- farther dimini^ by yioiri j?jgai-ks— a ca Ctiow jo iTRciusnas. 

increasing the expenditure, winch ax iieara tw me to be - . ■ , . , . , 

gix*atly under-estimated. 80 far as I liave lieiu able to , f prmcipal dealera ui these noble lyrds reside in the 
m*crtain by inejuiries of the ex^uise of distilliug woikI, region of the Scvgti^Pials, London ; mol ns there 

and of rurifyiuK the produots. of coal-tar, I am M to w much triolcry practiwa here,,! will pare the way for 

. ! ■ _ 1 1 .. ... .. . r . nlatci-tfiaiiitwr In ATvl«r tn TnAlfd A irrianf. tthnw KtiBiTtr>«w 


yioiri J?JGAf-KS— A CA CTIOW TO ITRCIlAS^flS. 

The principal deulera in theae noble birds reside in the 
classic region of the Scveti Pials, London ; .ind ii» there 


infer that tho cost of pciit-tliatillatfon, ami the conversion pWa-»iUt,g. In order to make a great .how of bosinc.., 
of tlie prodnete into » mafketaWo condition, would be •"»“® tlrese ^ler.--o.,o .n particular- alway.coUert 
much f.ater tlian j^ The mannim^ro of 

sulplutte of juiu^ma, lor ,n.tance, »e an Oi-pemiive being wtrully i.anerc.l iff. in front 

operation and oxvemely ilostructive to the apj^tu^ t!«mc paper, .» a. to make po4{e Iclicve that each 

so- tliat to till* alone, a very la^e euin inuat be put canU-ine a nicbtiniolc. When folks express their 

down tn the shujw of wear and tot* rhe anioun.t birds oniilng over su early, they are told 

oi bibouf mxuired is aUo, as ,I think, much undoiv * the bitila are very wild, mid must not W looked at ftr 
rqle(h and no allowance is made for the large capUiU at ten days. At |ko eiid of tliat iimo th% will be 
whk'h mhft be invested in tamo* and iu fuTTabiig.’ Tliia bait is generally 

emrying bn tho ^ iSwallowed by/iarreai^^ keep on calling till ut lant 


oi labour required is aUo, as ,I think, much undoiv * the btrila are very wild, iiiid must not W looked at ftr 
rqle(h and no allowance is made for the large capUiU at ten days. At tko eiid of tliat time th% will bo 
whk'hmhttbeinvcBtedin apimratu^ tame* and iu fuTTabiig.’ Tliia bait is generally 

emrying bn the ^ iSwallowed byparreat^^ keep on calling till ut lant 

‘l%>m a bftilbful of ail the eirciim- thify re hear a ingUtmgalc aing l /’cr/m/w there arc two 

slaiices of uiaifnfactur0^ I lijy’c come to the con- revif bicda among the wfiole of the papertd-u]) cages ! A 
cluvsien that it is quite im|iosail]j|e%}iat tlm l«i^ p lUUe cauiloii and a little cofamott pru den alier thus 
alleged ore ever likely Jo tie roaliaed, and I questiou iiite^igiblc Hitit, will put a novice on his guard, ami 
uiuvili whether anyrcmimerative retunila at all likely to eiutWo hiiu to onpear a t uowing one. lie cannot aiieak 
be obLiiued* On' this, however, lam unwBUng to expresa tiw littlo^^;^^^^ lu^ed be all eye and all ear. — 

a dofmitive opinion; iKKiauso rdo not believo|t p(^^ Witlte^pl>044* Ot^rdmen* Clktvnivk, 

todoso ill ihe preseiU stato ofp^ir infbrnm^lb^ allhougb ' w < 

the previous want \ , 

sceina to confirm it. ait pf a room at ii{ght,<ii|or because 

licit even iir it retu($i# j^Sitb ca^iiii^fed, and inhale bxyge^ a 

Iirofit, in no long thi^ «he 4^ W^^^ bum|M»^hig wouldwiii^ it more in Uiia way— but from 

up in all i>urtB of tltq opuiilry. . Th^ ii9, bowolpv emb tkoia^woriWl odouri which boa a moat violent elfcct on 
matter of no 

it ia 'the ■ 

greatlyrincl^iased produdrlb^ bOcaakn^ Hteb Street, Edinburgh. AUo 
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RIDICULE AS A WEATPON. 

Tr it}»])firticiil;irly necea»ary tliat a sound dist^etion 
sliould be exercised in Ihc use of ridicule as a w^pon. 
ItvS poMTf offence and defence is cnoTOdus. The 
(Stoutest and the most sacred Cnuso. can scarcely 'ft'ith- 
.stand it. Arjjument often sinks abaslied before it. 
OOen, where unable to aecoinplish tltc victory, it will 
at least take away all zeal and fervour from th6 other 
side, and thus gain its ptiint by creating iudiffercnce. 
The basis of this power is tlie universtil love of* a jest, 
and the comparative rarity of clegr judgment and sound 
priiK'iple. Jlencc let the most i^idmirablo things be 
brought forward and spt^culated uix)n^ men will in 
general listen with reluctauco; but let some wag throw 
in a jot oi' ridicule, the majority are instantly off in a 
fit of men i meat, from w hich it is not easy to recall 
them to til ' subject in its proper aspcHit. One could 
almost sui)p^'»c that men felt a jealousy regarding 
grave and iin|iortant things, and were for that reason 
liappy ill an opporl unity of ftiniing out their ridiculous 
sides. Or perhaps it is only the* contrast between the 
solenui mid portentous a spec? 1 4 >f these things, and their 
ludicronsness in the oyo of levity, wliich renders them 
such favourite topics f(*r mirth. However it is, cer- 
tainly philosojdiics, pomps, fornTalities, dignities, have 
at all limes Ix-cn peculiarly liable to the travesties and 
liurlesques of the profane. Now this veyr delicacy in 
t b<' status of such things calls for a tenderness on the 
part of thos(^ who are prone to tlie use. of ridicule. 

It should Ikj always kept in mind, that tidicuic is 
not necessarily truth or justice. ^Tt may be employed, 
doubtless, on that side; and we have seen it so ein^ 

' ])loved with vast cflbct in some remarkable instances. 
lUit irerUinly there is no uocess^ connection beti^een 
1 ulicule and truth. I^et us take, for instance, Peter 
VindarN jocular poems oti King George HI. The do- 
scriptions given by the ptx^t of the monaixdfs ^yle of 
siK ;iking, and even the reiK»rt« of some of the iiarticular ! 
expri^ssions used l)y Ulmi arc probably not far Ibom 
the reality ; but will any niim underUkO to prove^^t^ 

. the general effect of thesejji^imadca i# a 

or coiTCct view <^f the Ufe cbnvo^ailtioiiof th 
It is at the Ijest but a part of tbO truthv^ 
forth ay to tell untruly. So also Peter’s really 
amusing iwenYdeseriptivo of ,$i, J'oseidt BankVs hunt 
after the Emperor of Morocco Grant 

were t me »i» an isolated the natratste# 

is nevertffoless fhlse. Thd' ibspeetabltttjr of n 
history aS a study is simt In the Wlo^s circum- 
'' stanees-Attenditi^^ yoso- 

■ xutln.g.;it..'. 'Tj^^l^deybtedfes^ 
which W ^ tlio world fof ic^uisltipa 


i8#lost in the view we have of him flying 
^ subjjlJ^n gardens, and through mires I 
Md brakes, ill ^lasc of a humble insect. Wc may 
laugh) but the injustice of the whole picture towards 
borf Sir Jo^pli and a science ivhich, rightly studied, is 
a kind of religion, must bq manifest to every reflecting 
mind. 

There are few thingf which the light-headed part of 
the community seerj to enjoy more tiian the detection 
of any mistake made by the votaries of tlic speGuIative 
sciences. The cxiiuisite drollery of the situation of 
Jonathan Oldbuck on his lioman Camp, wdien Pldic 
OchUtrtie claimed to have been present at the maklBg 
of it, has perhaps been relished more than any other 
single scene in the Waverlcy novels. So also Fielding 
has created oue'of Ins most effective pictures, by xdacjng 
certain philosopiior in a situatij^u violently exceptive 
to the tendency of his doctrines. We sUpuld, however, 
keep in mind, that such circumstances might h^I>eu. 
in tlie nctuaVworld, and yet only be exccyiitions to geiic- 
ral rules. Although one antiquary may have mistaken 
an old shcepfold for a station of xVgricbla’s army, it does 
not in the loast invalidate the facts that Agricola 
conducted tlfh Roman anus through Britain, and tluit 
Roman camps are actually in existence in pretty nearly 
their original lineaments throughout the country. It 
would, therefore, he the greatest possible mistake if, on 
being asked to go to sec ArdOch, which is perhaps the 
most entire of these structures in Britain, Wo weje to 
decline from incredulity raised thrpugli the case of 
Oldbuck mid bis Kinpruncs. Wt* sbotiW in that case 
be allo-wing a jest to swamp, ns far as we were con- 
cerned, a fact, and ft very interesting and important 
one*— namely, tliat there you may see to tlii^. day the 
walls and gateways wdtliin which ibe conq^horors of* 
the world restwl seveutecn hundred yea^s ago, wdien 
attempting to complete the siibjugatioi^ of 
people.;-.-,,/ ■ V ■ ■ 

Not mimy months ago, a party of scientific students 
and amatours w^ere conducted tt# see some of tliose 
smoothed and pt^shed tbeks which supposed to be 
the memorjials of tho pa&age of ice over our country lU ' 
w hat the plelhtoccnc era. t^veral verL 

table ink||ihoeA were slv^ unluokily, there canie 

in thiwity a Burlh^ to belong to this 

cliisB of pliouomenai having a certain •sbiwle of rosem- 
bUn^ to thj tme wanting all thp 

esleiitliijt ft to^i^ly flat 

' obserwfv 


i 

I 

vp 

c 

II 

'li ^ > 


1 partly 
' ^ 'Of' i^ouriM*^ produced 

a merri of the now 

■ ■ tlie:^ido 'ctf'ihe pai^:'<^ 

attention^ much less of mUi, fdr |be ttu^ 
exathpl^' he afterwards shewed :i4 situations 
where such a - caused w^ not preAmahfe,^^^ 
the characteristics were true and unmiatiihi^ <J?ow 
ridicule was clearly at issudwith truth ifi this instance. 
Tvyith its usual fa^ejn^tion, tt raised a prejiadiee reg^- 
ing tlm phenom^ which were in the course of being 
studied. Many to whom the sflleged fadts were a 
noycJty felt their pnginal sceptidsin^^^^^^^ Others 

less r^y to g^ve up remits so iargely voudied^^^^f^^^ 
were yet cooled down into a fear that many mistakes 
had been made. 'Hic result was, opportunity of 

acquiring s?>pe experimcnttil knowledge of an exceed- 
ingly cu^Ua passage of the history of the globe was in 
some inensur# lc»tj the cliance of obtaining* fresh minds 
to the investigatida was diminished, aiid those already 
engaged in . it were discoura^ Contrast with this 
eiFect whatimight have been e^^eoted to take place if 
t^ie cicerone,o party had beci|i allowed quietly to 

point out the differ^co between tae false and the true 
exampfes. He would have shewn tliat tlie Bimilarity 
was only superficial and trivial, and that when a close 
aiSl minute inspection was made, the former exhibit(^ 
certain undulations not tr^eable on the latter ; that it 
shewed none of the frirrowings in one direction seen 
there f and were abruptnesses rising near it 

which ir^e totally irgecoUcilable with the idea of icf 
in any |brm haring swept across it. Above all, he 
would hay<^ sliowu that though a true example had 
clmnced to be ^brightened up a little 'by <h©* sliding of 
boys, . there were numberless btlmrs perfectly iden- 
tical which no boys could have used in that niomier; 
so that tlio modetn accident went nothing. Here 
would have been a philosophical lesson bti evidence, 
and an oi)portunity of impressing the great lesson that 
thO detection of diflibrences, not of resemblances, is the 
first business party would have 

gone hdine rationally improved and edificKl— instead of 
which there was only a vapid laugh, and a forenoon 
spent to comparatiyely little purposO. It is perhaps 
expecting too rifnch of the angelic from men to suppose 
that they wUl t^ist a laiigh at x>hilosophers when it 
comee in their way *, yet it may bo well at least to 
^poiht^ut that the laugh pro^ nothing^ and perhaps 
prevehtb scinething from being proved. 

Kidicule^,^^ has ufkdoubtedly its 

letpUnmte ttBe% an^ wo often see It do, in a short- 
himd mantlet; mjff fees w r^on might fail with its 

utmost ei^ts to, perteu KoW efi!bctire, for instance, 
was Bon Quixbm m tereoting ftm, 15 ^^ for romance- 
reading in 6i»ain! For the of Puritanic 

fanaticism %j^er dhl more than 1^,; , lords, wnd com- 
' mans could kite ^ iftteet&es <i. m hallml 

will Mp 

may be 
.True; but 

;:;^tice , of the/0S<iSA^;^|^^ ^ 

by d of ridicule. It 'is . not a well-directed 

laugh oidy 'that; ts efe for a jesjlr weU put, what- 

ever be its mc^ merits, wiy, mw^ 

; tude along with it. I deprecate the subjecting of even 
; the best of causes to such a test. The effect may not 
uhe eveTlastlhgi but it is certain to be powerful for the 
4^^ though I might be above cesurting 

^e idlian^e of always rejoice to sec 

fr fighting on my side. > ? 

It ,4s,^8n the otl'.er hand, beyond question that even 
» ridicule is the better of being on tlic right skle. Give 
it reason as its'basis, and a really noble end in its view, 
and see how tr^scetidently successful are its blows 
compared with wdiat they are under the direction of 
folly and emptiness. The perfection of this branch of 
Thfi^rtic would undoubtedly be in its use for the advo- 
cacy of some lofty eaiiso having large benefits to inau- 
kliid in contemplation, and against which hosts ofvetty 
inteit^ts were arrayed. Let it lash only meanness and 
8(;lfishness ; let it i>illory nOiic but clishongst thinkers ; 
let it strive to clear away from the path of the philoso- 
jAer the trifiers who delight to set briers in hie jiatb, j 
instead of raising merriment at the expense of the | 
pldlosopher himself, and wc should sc^e Itidicule take i 
a pliice in literatime and oratory wdiich it has as yet 
scarcely? iweteinjed to. 

THE CITY "of the DECKIVKl). 

Whex the aimieht city of Ktireniberg, in tiiucH which | 
were reckon^ old by our fiithcrs, stood high among : 
German towns for manufactures, merchants, aful i 
meister-singc^rs, the most notable and hot the least [ 
prosperous of its burghers was Fritz Fusseldorf. Fritz i 
was regarded as chief among the wise mid prudent of bis | 
Uitive city. There were ^yicher men in Nuremberg, | 
bift few who had taavi gated the waters on which their i 
lots were cast so safely, or kept tlie fuU freiglit of for- ^ 
tunoj friends^ and chanicter, in such good condition as | 
he, up to 'what in life’s geography leoms out us the i 
headland of fifty. “ ! 

In the course of that half centur}" Fritz hail see n j 
some cbangi;^ aud heard much noise in the world ! 
around him, though his feet had never Ix/en n, league i 
beyond the walls of Nunuiiberg. The Augsburg Con- j 
fession, the Council of Tkivt, the Thirty Years’ War, mikI j 
the Freewill Coutroversy, hod oatdi in turn distiu bed j 
the workshops and warehouses of that old trading | 
city, llierc luid bmi displaceinents in its convent ! 
cells and in iU senat0j||||!ll ; great houses had sunk, uinl j 
smifti ones risen, through change of creeds and 

master:^, but that of Fosseldorf still stood firm, hy a 
neutrality most cUffiplilt to prcudisc in those titnos, in 
right of which its master had won his unrivalled rc- 
putarion for prudence^ Fritz sought for no office, and 
htoured after no, distmetion J every established pow er 
found >b1|ha a quiet subject, afid every fallen one a friendly 
|>iij|Hfer-byi Indeed jUiiring' by ofi the other sM Ixren 

the poh^e^ of his life when there was danger or troiihlo 
fcdr; 4 li eipectcil; but Hfjbody charged Jmu with party 

any cause, j 

Sfiibre keeping 

^ a temper cold, calm, 

had . dime something ' too^' 

;ttil '^married and por- ■ 

l^ecl died leaTing 

tnercmitilo ; 
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practioe^ith th& f&it ihanaion ho had hiult ha|d by precopti^ ta Ikj uiigniM 
the church oft gfc ^Md, a fairer bTW in the (Allege in Jfiii^tnbergv to b© caUed by his 

Venetian trade, <«ia tl^ \|opcful pohditioi^^ a bachelor,, ever subj^Kit to i * 

Fritz had kept the^ privileges aii(J possessions yet 3y .^ay^^^^ mighty sdicsmej^ '^ 

entire, in spite .of idatiy a hold conspiracy gainst his tiMk an eaj^ ppeJbion ta^ibi^ 
peaceful solitude among his fair neighbours (for sucliP |h(mi ^e.ci1y; retiring intentious; soldoutl^a 

practices existed even in the lleformation times), an<? stock an tradSb to o^ of the Areaithieat and least-hati^ 
many an eager hope amgng tlie Increasing familios of Jews in |^uremberf| vested his ekidtal In Ihe dty bank/ 
his miuierous relations, as they read in last then bej|eved to be as strong as its imperial castle ; and 

wfll and testament. Ihc^e were those in«Nurnnberg conpnehded pprhljg over max)B, in preparation for his 
who sincerely believed that his own judicipui^fitQering travels, '1 • • 

between these hostile interests was one prevaili#ig;, Ho#had' been occupied nil daY in tracing Ins rputd 
cause of the number and steadfastness *of Fnsseldorf’s frArh VummKorcr fn ftiA 


worker wiUiin the rewnparts, who had declared h«|r ^>anconian corn stood high and green, and the linden- 
inUnition oicmbellishing a noble piece of tapestry th^ j ttces were in full leaf round the old city’s ram:parts, as 
in progress with his picture, to Ills eWest brotlm»-Cfe|ii#|‘iU; W ip their shade, still pondering on the 
law, who found consolation under the infirmities df t^vidhce and of the journey. That was his 

sevchty years by investing Christmas gifts in his legacy, Uccucitomed walk down by the river just on hour before 
Fritz was universally sought after and c^omiijpndcd. the shutting of the gates. , The sun was setting, and he 


Tims keeping aliwf from the snares of his time and the could hear %he hum of the to^vn grow faint, behind him, 
cares of life, Fritz had applied himself steotiily to busi- while the cow-bells and the swiiieheids’ horns sounded 
ness from his youth, taking little relaxation, except in from neighbouring hamlets; but his path w^as unusually 
observing the mistakes and follies of less prudent deserted ; not a wayfager could bo seen along the banks 
burghers, on whicli no ninn could make wiser re- of that smooth river except one man, who sat as if to 
marks, and iu the easy outskirts of letters as they rest on the brok® wall of a Ipnif-ruiiied hermitage. 


were then known to Germany. 


His garments were in the fashion worn by the humblest 


The city of Nuremberg was accounted leiTmcd in. artisans^ his face was calm and thoughthil ; but Fus- 


oid books for the quaint and cui'ious folios it indntcd. How call you yonder town that stands so fair in the 
Under fivoui’ of thcj^e opportunities the burghers cul- sunset?’ 

tivatod ta^ te in tlic fasliiou of their day, and became Mt is the ancient and famous city of Nuremberg,* 
notable critics in i)octry and sennens. Some also replied Fritz with a true burgher’s pride; ’‘renowned 
dipped into ' philosophy ; other.s read accomits of voyages throughout Christendom for arts and letters. Whem^e 
and travels ; but liy far the most generally accomxdished como you, stranger, to bo so near, and know it nit ? ’ 
was Fritz Fuisseldoif. He had i^ne a little way into ‘1 come from a still greater town,’ replied the 
all the learning of his ago, Vnd liis library already con- stranger. ‘ You are doubtless acquainted with Fal- 
sisied of almost fifty volmnbs on every current subject, senberg — famous throughout the world for the tricks 
iVom ihenhdiemy of Albert uj to thcMHoralitics of Hans and cheats with which its inhabitants impose upon 
8.idis. Fritz used and exhibited that treasury of know- thcmsclves.4 ' 

ledge prudently, as became one who knew not what ‘I never ’—heard of such a town, the merchant would 
might be lookefl upon as hejjcfijfi: but as his racrcaiitile have said; but he recollected half w^ay that so full a 
wealth and bachelur years increased, the fame of his confossiou of ignorance did not Ixjcome his learned 
luqiiirtniciils gror also, till poits )>egan to solicit bis reputation, and therefore added— ‘met with aiiy tra- 


])atroiKige, mid poor doctors dedicated ^eir works to veller from that city.’ 
the enlightened morcliant. These honour! Fi’itz at least ‘ That is marvellom 


the enhghtencd morcliant. These honour! Fi’itz at least 
thought meritcul, but he sustained them with his accus- 


‘ That is marvellous,’ said the stranger, considering 
that so many come this way, which is indeed the most 


to?iU‘d stoiuliuess. The poets Av'cre patronised tq the direct. I myself left F<dseaberg in tUe morning, and , 
extent of giving, himself little trouble and less co^t, am about to return thither.’ ' /* 

and the dedications received wild some ready and well- The soul of Fritz Fusseldorf was astonished. In all 
turned compliments. ‘'Itme mid fortune had well re- •the books of traYGls he had read, from Marco Polo to 
Avarded his attention to their lessens— placing hhu in Columbus ; in all the majis and cKkrts he had s«^lateljfc 
strong contrast to many an d|hy OC He exidored, tltCre was no mention of FalseUberg. The 

liad rernarkod on the ruinous vanity of one and the; first impulse ef his surprise prompted him to declare 
noedloss parsiniony of another ; on a third’s imprudent his utter ignorance, onfi request immediate information 
match and a fouidh’s iU-reared fimaily ; and^^ t from the stranger j but his wonted piAidence sugg^ 

his good sense that he was like none of tli^e. Yet the that the particulars fiiight be reached wlthatft that 
w ise and wealthy menfiiLant VOs hot without aims in expo$UTC. , s 


exisstonce beyond the Inoreaj^o.^ liis profits and the had not suspected that your city was *80 near; 
enlargement of his warehouses^ ^ bUt truly there is littl^eptidu of it in either map pr 

Fritz Itnd an ambitiori|bf his own, though it was of vqlume^’.said h», seating himself beside the 

the silent and provident sort. I’lieVein from that point blunt, honesila- looking traveller, who smiled as he 


commenced with retiring frdm business, extendwV SiiiBWbwpi j ^The naiim of ogr Falsenberg is uukiMswu 
through far tjtvels in the obser^tion of men sM mun- to l^s© g^rapUe^s. Tlmy study but the upper side 
hers, and cloSed with the authowhlp of u volume con- of tiieworld, sEhd itjr.licjs. on to otljep; yet frust me 


had not quite doterinined on Ills littciidf uiarah tostlieTiiis own laarmhg, bpt growing 
gtaf ©-^.'vvhetliier it was to thii nre^sonoe 1 at cverr word— vou may nyot kh* 


the presentse at cyery word—** you may uot;.km| 


curious.' 
a. fr^-^: 


of GertadG, th#giddsmith^ 

.■bbedjqpew uiMioy'hor^'distmguisl^^;<^ wlmse ^-tqiriiiV: 

-youtlifra,. inind:mJ(^fc..bO' :cqhych^|^ hy 




pre^mhor fpr^ Ma# live in 

:^fe '^c]8j«futi5r^^:i^^ follies into tjie eonVictl^;i|fiiit of tlie town 

|b| 11, niid i^yinKi uoir tl^e strpteiii ^ho yisit <lt ^yer Vlii>^lt or talk of 
’^ettenf alid anything hut, th6m ; ^nd others beliete that they have 

4WoWi' W-nQ^^ pnme of dHya, 1 'h%ve ; done the community a signfll sehice, and merited 

trade; ^eso^d^g to «f>e»5 s^ regard, by living like tlio wives of honest 

ti^Vo|ri;hd Inq^uirj afkeT the ways io>d wdNeffif 0^ * 

i may leave the refeult^df iny Iwwl^^ ; ‘felend/ said the mprchai^f, ‘you spoke of doctors 
ai^d e^pfeiispee ^ pjPpMloBophy Asbclonging toyour towu—hasiiotroa- 

* ttlS a nbye aesigiiv said the stm^Mri -l aUd tveU tiso bdfen^wwtten on this extrapidinary madness ? ’ 
%C0mihg a tdtixem of large ibrt^ ‘Noni^/ said the traveller ; * ow philosophers have 

enlightened ag^ ,*:Poor‘nrtisans like i«ysdf«aniidt M like. Wlien they are not ocenpied 

ispiro to su0li groaf tni>%a| but as you may not kno with the categforics and the predicaments, they are 
thifc i anv a cobbler and a ^t, w^ idwaya engaged witli tliO origin of matter, and the 

priutod, in the I will derivation of souls; besidoS) ^bo learned dwtors arc 

mention that my left me nothing but three little subjeot to the prOvalorit and among many 

sisters to hiointaihi and got them marvellous conoeita; I have always found fljem apt to 

aU weU married j that I haye cobhind sWoes since my fant^^ that tro^ds and science were the same thing, 
tliirtecntb; ycar, and and tliat much talking was equivalent to proof on any 

plays whiOh to * 


quenmrs of that, with God’s Messing, I ‘ Hqs no judicious traveller, then, observed and ro- 

akpect to. pompasc and (X)bble till the of m'y. ported the wonders of your town ; for in iii) the books 
days.’ V V ’ I have collectetl and partly read,* said tlje merchant, ‘ I 

* Frioud,’ said the incrcliant, * I rejoice in your art, cannot recollect nhy account of Falsenberg ? ’ 
and have pittixmistKl many poot% The nmistcr^ ‘ hfany travellers Gohio from thence to your outer 

of Nuremberg are doubtlto knovm to you; but tdl side.of the workh of these things,’ 

me something of j?biir gre^t town, Ijbr I am curious on said the stranger ; ‘ and few descend thither, beciiuse. 


such matters.’ 


as 1 takp it, the light qf our henuspliere is 


of a nature 


‘It has,* said the stranger, ‘ramparts, and ^so dlilt^nt irom yoiirs, that no man might endure it 

churches, a senate^muse, a dtadei, and a i»lace of exe* mecept lus eyes hatl btiin covered iii the subterraneous 

ett^ion, like most oih«^ towm Annies have ieaguered passage*’ ' , 

its wails, kings have ieasted in its t^stlie. Bcholars ‘Friend/ said Fritz, ‘beginning to suspect at onn' 
have been liorn, and boofe publislied there ; the sun his learning and his eai^ ‘ 1 cannot rightly understand 
slimes upon it, and the rsitis dcisoeud ; yet whe^^^ you. AVhat |9 tins lower liemisidiere of which you 

eaosO jHi m the air, the u'aterj .or a speak?* , 

ancient sorcerer kid upon its site, our divinps , and ‘Tlic under side of the world,’ , said the stranger, 
doctors cOnnot agrees but ftm inlkbitants live in ‘ aocordiing to that chapter in tke fifth treat ij<e of tlie 

tlie plootice of deceits upon believe, learned Paracelsus, wliicli dt'chires, that “the lowir 

bcyond4>ersto|an} in the most palpiftd# klschoo^ side of the enrili hath air and clouds, sun, moon, and 

‘It is strange;’ siid Fritz. *But/fticndy sta^of its own; that the]^‘ are there mountains tnul 

they genermiy deceived ? Is it ip matters ccel^^^ foresl^ rivers and sens, and imm dwelling ujxni it, 

or civil?’ ' ^ j wMrflocks, cpimr and cities; that the anciciitH b 

‘Pvery way/ said the traveller, ‘man nnd woman, the dcatl went thither, and called it the rofdm of Pluto ; 
noble and artisan, each 'prepares cliOats of hia own* because in ^Ueir times there were certuiu pas.sngi s 
But two Ihkgs are renkrkalde cOttcenung tto leacHng right llirougli Ui^i^^oUd earth, Much had been 

fornicd by immembriiil Arcs or great water-courses. 


ftrst, .that evciy man clearly understands his nc^^ 


: bouT^ mis^ reason .freely upon it>; and, By one of these ASneas descended, fi« A'irgil i clates; so 

secondly, that he will never forgive any one who did OrpheU^s ijp search of his lost spoir^c ; and some yet 
nttemjds 10 0^00 suspect his It is also observable exist; but |^at peril must be in the dciacciu. iHcausc 
that this madness migments wdth thoir years. In of tlui Certain mora Using men 

childhoal, the gpaatef^ loirtbbUevc only unt^^^ itAve inflocd imaglued that Paracelsus conveyed a fabn- 

they ard mk, but k early yonth they k^grn to trust in meaning in this chapter; othevs have wiitl that 
bur-speaking faiM^s; and aver all the wine wa« stronger tRan wit with him when it wa« 

disproofs of time and, tiie tOildunga^il)^'^ tlidr* written; but fault and parable finders abound on both 

/aith ^owa stronger in One other, wlii^ sides of the world/ 

no mortal cr^its but themselves. One of my neigh- ‘Time/ said Fritz; %ut that region is your country, 
hours in Falscnbeig believes the whole city to be and therc is to-of those pass^^^^^^ in this neiglibour- 
someliow so deeply inclcbted to him, that when hk hood leading 4 ire^ to Folsenbcrg ? ’ 
fbrtuim is uttei^ wsepended**"^:^ ho if striving hard ‘l/imloubtedly/‘said the traveller. ‘ A sclml.ir, as I 
for that endr^tho :bnighto .w||l^eel kto know that he who first built 

both lum and his frnitthe dwelt in Uds hermitage vras ^nc of the arcliitccts 

rotwe unl^d and tyranitioat he may ne to his childron, ^ that unfinished cathedral in which the juvtions were 
relations, and servants, the mom ahnnlanUy will, tliey to pray at Colt^atne— a brother of the order of frwi and 
respect Ms ok age, and ch^h hk grsiyHhato Xkaow aocoptod masons, who, in rig^t of his art, imdcr^tofnl 
one who ta convinoed that mthout his and alhong the reat that anck ut passage', 

and sleeping, the worid txqjld ttOt wdstt a soolpd, who |w®ieh^ 6 o <ilthcr ditK^ovefed or mal of* In the Almugi^^l. 
belie V08 himself ^ schoedmostor to the efitl|ki uxfi- , 11 any k ^ ^ heard tbem my below, the 

verse ; and a thfrd; cxpoists frkQi^ and good man was making merry In a tavcni^nder when 

-...jortime wUi.ce?j| 0 ^^^ was::kc<^ttg vigil/' 

y. tahiiipgi? 3 phiskfii:im':.iesjfd«ffl^ cried 

.ck»se;fc^ b^uailettv atrangcr, 

ifi. ..■.gnie.se«||to -tf toiyn some 

.Fhl^nberg:, 


upper world; and therefore, though 4hey allowA the dulness h‘fi gtlidc4ontinu^^ 

citizens complc^ tftletoion in the riiitter hf ^^iug up, to warn liilm of the' steepness of the path,’ and tlie ever- 
they made it death wtltout benefit of dlergy to she^ increasing sp^d of their dnsOent, both iKicame npp^nt, 
your pepplo the way down ; and great peac^ they say and ^gan burgher’s. mind. * We 

we liave had among us on*!account of that law.* ^ ^ ari'nbw n^r tlie 1eM;of dhr journey/ said tlite stratiger 
‘Friend,’ said the mert‘hant, reseating himself, ‘ f «.t lengtl^ to^hi#^g^Oat:roH^tHand as you are a tr4- 
com’nftmd your prudence ; but as you are a f)oet, ai)cf veller whom it wtml4 iiet safe for one to acknow- 
instructed l)eyoiid the vulgar, I have confided you ledge in oUr town, d 'will take the liberty of conducting 
tlyit lx?aidcs being a riednnan and a scholar, I have a you to 4he very door of one well known as a rich and 
strong desire to sec strange customs and dhstfvnt'coun- subltantiil nmn amohg us. In his hous>^ you will be 
trios, in order to write my travels for the Isenefit of sure to find eiltertainmcnt r but let me wiiril ypit, that 
posterity; and if you will guide me^to your ' of aU*Falsc#iberg he has contri^d to fb^e the most 

ordinary town, I wilF cheerfully pay anij reasonable extraordinary deceits for himself. Ih Ithe first place, I 
reward you may ask, and doubt not that my discretion have bticn told tT^Jit he imagines certain heaps or waste 
■ may be trusted.* paper laid up fh the corner of one’s house is sufficient 

‘ I agreeV said the stranger, ^ on three conditions r to make him a scholar ; secondly, that mere dulness 
first, that Jon will meet me in this place two hourl y and thought arc the very ingredients of wisdom ; . 

before the next daybreak; second, tbtft; yon wiir^don^^^§lr^ny, that money wU all evils, in this world 

seiit^to have your eyes securedy bandaged, j “ 


I cannot 


^h’dly, that money will buy off all evils, in this world 
li4o that to com«w*s^lut his fourth delusion has been 


c’onsc nt to endanger any man’s sight ; and third, that varioualy reported, for some say it consists in a belief 
oji your return to your own house, you will se^d two that all the city will obey him after his funeral, and 
dozen of tlie best ithenish to the Cobblers’ Tavern in some that it is a remarkable mistake in numbers, by 


Nuremberg, as your guide’s reward.’ 


which he is x)Ositive that eighteen will exactly corre- 


‘ It is small,’ thought the merchant ; but ho added sjiond with fifty. Now, thank the stars,’ added his 
.nloud : ‘I accept the conditions; and he assurcnl that guide, giving Fritz a tort of twirl, ‘ we a.TC here bn firm 
the wiiu* will be the best in Germany.’ ground within tite city gates ; the towers and Churches 

‘ Good-night, then,’ said tlie stranger : ‘the gates of rise round ns in fhe summer night ; we pass by tlie 
N tiremhorg will be .sliiit if you delay inuclj longer, dwellings of slecxnng thousands; and yfinder calls the 


b'cmcmlier, two iiours iKdbre daylireak;’ aud wdth a 
sj)ring over the wall he dashid away into the now 
(1 irkening country. • 


watchman.’ 

Fusseldorf did indeed lie.ar the long slioiit of the 
night -guard, and knew by other sounds that he 


Tlim‘ hax»pened (and that w’as a rare ease for those treadlug a city street, 
limes) to be no just then in Germany ; the barriers I * Here, irietid,’ said the stranger, pausing in the walk, 
of Nuret* d)(n;g were therefore but sliglitly guarded, and I ‘you are now close beside our oldest church, aUd rioax* 
the old watcmiian at tho river gate cjousidered bVitz tlie the* houst^ of that most deluded citizen. 1 go hbrne, for 
most lilieral and enlightened of burghers, when lie prudence’ sake, you know^ and when the clock strikes, 
slipjKd a silv i florin into his hand, with a hint that pull off’tjie bandage and find your own way.’ ^ 
there was no necessity for strict locking up that night. His words were almost lost in a run from the mer- 
merehaut laid detenni^ed to see Falscnberg, though chant’s side, and the sound of a churc'^i clock chiming 
prudence suggtjsted that Jpme of the conditions were four. With the last stroke Fritz had pulled ofi* the 
wtrmige, and the traveller migbt bo a roblier. But he bandage, and found himself standing iii front of his 
Imrl never heard of roltbers Rioting Pnruc*clsu8; and as own house, hard by the ohl church of St Sebiild, in the 
th('rc was room for that and ipore in the faith of his goml town •of Nuremlierg, and in the early gray of a 
j!;rv, a A i di to ^he under side of the world, by the jour- summer inoriiiiig. The native of FaUenberg was gone, 
of a few hours, came 8(M*iiactly up to his desire for Fritz never suav him after, and most i>eopIe agree that 


j!;rv, a A i di to ^he under side of the Avorld, by the jour- summer inoriiiiig. The native of FaUenberg Avas gone. 
. of a few hours, came s(M*iiactly up to his desire for Fritz never suaa^ him after, and most i>eople agree that 
nciiii vrmcnl matlo oas.y, that Fusseldorf would have the greatest sign of his wisdom Avas givem by making 
iiccordcd sonic additional dozens , of Wine hiul his guide no imiuiry on that subject; but with him seemed to 


dniiiaiidctl them 
Avlio had ke[it i 


His humble confidant, old Gretchcii, 
and his father’s house for more^than 


vanish Fusseldorf ’s projected travels, his edifjdng 
volume, and Ins college scheme— 4it least "tlic honest 


tliirty yeat;s, avjis lanployetl the greater part of the night hii’rghers lieard of them no mm'e; and the goldsmith, 
ill assisting him to sekr.t his best travelling gown, avIio had lately taken to consulting «Fritz on ftimily 
sword, and tahU^s fin the jourj^ey, not to spetik of a affairs, avrs particularly astonished at his serious advice 
fiask of the bc\st Hosnx’k and a bundle of strong sau- to bestoAv Gertrude in mamagc on his faithful appren- 
sai;es. safely packed iti a Avell-concealed Wallop lest tice and cousin’s son Heinrieh. For that counsel both 
Falst'iilxMg should afford no Christian fare. With daughter and.apprentice promised to pray for Jiim m 
these equipments, mid an injunction to Gretcheii to long as they lived; hut although it was eventually acted 
sav he had gone to vi^t a I'clation in the country, upon, neitheF talc nor chronicle has rec^orded how they 
tlie merchant, tAvo hours before the hreuking of the kept tlieir vow. The reputation of learning and prii- 
summer day, tewde his way through the river- gate tOr denco attendeil Fusseldorf to a goofi old age, though 
waals llu' ruined hermitages There, in the 8tiU starlight munnUts against it among hia nearest .relations 
sat the stranger, on the Mine broken wall where he had when I^gUehd ^ her tapestry-frame took triumphant 
first foimd him; but by his slfie lay a strong, coarsA^ po. 9 seSSion of his mansion, in the ehief aparfment 
napkin, Avith whicli, Ijefbre Fritz hml finished ins salu- which was long to seen the filbipus hangings, ^ 
lation. he prtKiocKled to^biiul up hi« e^^es so soouredy, wlddi that mistress of the needle expended fifteen 
that the prudent burgher congratulated himself on in porti^ng* the uhie worthies of Nuremberg, 
absolute safety^fti that quarter. ‘ And now,’ said he, her hulbRnd in the van, nimching to paradise- under 
taking him >y‘ the arm, * friend, ludd fast by me, mid tlte icif the cardh^ Virtues, From the disbreet 

keep your fiCt steady, for wa are about to descend, and and Jronqhff Ufe wldch continued to lei^, eyen 
the piitU is steep. I siipiiQse/ c^ntimied the stranger, after his mifrrfage^ scholars havft not found it easy to 
a» they advanced a few steps fUrthePilyou porcei^ the eetUebqjy the adventure of this w*t« first pulmished. 


a» they advanced a few steps fhrtheri |you porcei^ the settle the adveut^^ this ^e ws^ fi^^^ 

great ddfcllnation of our wa)i ^ be withiui ^me say 'the papers ; 

the spherd of the downwaid f&r^^#^ haste# the in an 

l)r<fgi*es« of aU Ixxlies, aiid will spe^ cxcckhI unadvised moment, when, the 

that <:)f an eSglE*'' ' :■ 'fiafSi^^iBc^tockahd: the>prepa|!bdflW 

wiY^lveff tie- oiic of .tlie;:.; 




to resiA^tiyelJ’/ AA the du^^ation (^ their piiPflngt‘8 

betg, jrhere oM '^en ttlU apeak proverbi^y of tho was thtw widely Oiftfercnt, hotV vessels consumed ns 

ttti\^.to thfe City iieat^ the same‘4Wtity of fuel-niimely, 

Of fho 2>eieeiy!^ ^ ^ ‘ '■' The had cjfaetly this Quantity of coal 

■■■'“■“■. ~ ■■'■■'■:y- ■ .\ . ;■: ■“^^■' ■■■'■■■■■ on hoai'd when she loft Cork, and would have entered 

jAk'J'Xi AlSrTIC STEAM i?’AVIGi31W0'K>^ . ‘'New Yot'k liai’hour without a i)article of this precious 
application of steam pot^ tp pui^ OOtomodity retoainlng, had fho not used, toward the 
df oooiiniio locoiilotldn was inade in thh^^ W of end of her joutncj^, ns an eq^tuvalent for 23 toiia of 

th‘p northeiii pordon of ihp coal, 4:tW Mrrels of resirn Tho Grmt WcsK^nij now 

dto that year the American iteani ship *Srti’annaA,pf 850 property of the West India Mail Company, eon- 
tons, crossed fhom *Tlbw York to Liverpool in tW^ty-* route l^tw'oen New York and 

■ffHir rltiva. TYirrmcr YYirtaf. rtf t.liia hor V’*r»£yrt’»rtfl . ^ 


fo.. aa.. During .„o.t or UUa p,Hc^ he. Vn^n. 

were m (^ration r hut thc.r power wab<U8pro^^ i.erself a good aeo-toat in the many severe 

atoly smaih and it is prohabao that the steamer was'as storms— -in one case apposing tempest— -'viiiich it has 
much Indebted for her process througj^ the deep to boerj^ her lotto encounter. Her avenigcf^ l)as sage to 
the influence of the wind lipon jmr c anvas as to the New York occupied 15 days, and from Ne>v York 13 A 
action ..of her paddle- wiieels. AWfiight havt* been W shortest run w eshvords w'as, we believe, 

oxpectk, iii the case of the first oceun steamer, the to 13^ days, and eastwards in 12^ days. 

Litemd arrangements of the Havannch, sofar as room ‘«"® burthen, 

■"* r-'T, 'tt'" , skst.'* **■ “ 

iWraraij- Hor meto.r, •nd .u™, Tl,., to» 1. ,»i mmitaKl .mo 11, o proml, 

ratua oocupiea SO large a portioi# of the hull, that thif of separate companios. Contemporaneoush'' with them 
together with the. space necessaryjbr the stowage of a third compiiiiy was formoil, w in) ewned two otlu r 
coal, loft, scajecly any room for cai*o. The construe- Bte4mshi|is— namely, the irv7//e ,</ nnd the Li/u 


tion of Tier paaddle-whecl.x w^as ixicnliai': they were 
attached to un iriin axlelrce passing througli the sides 
ofkbe vessel above the benda ; and their parts were so 
arranged that, with the citceiitiou of tw o heavy arms 
of cast-iron, the whole iwopulsive apparatus could Ik) 
taken to pieces, and packed on board the vessed. I 


;)<W, both of w'hich in the same \'car ( is;;s) eommonci'il 
to ply between this country and AnK rU’u. The 
bc'lon^l to, or rather chartered by, that coMi|>anv 
who, in the following year, built the IJr/fisy Q/fcefi, and 
subsequently the FrrHkhiXl : the Grmit li'^^fcrn to that 
cotiipany who constructwl that leviathan Bcrcw'-steamer 
— the Gnat Britmf}. The itorts of departure of tliese 


Novelty and adventurous daring more than anything three separate sets of transatlantic vessels was ori- 
elac have rendered celebrated this first cxpermient in ginally, and tor some years, Fortsmoulh, Hristol, 
ocea» steam navigation. As a useful or profitable Liverpool respectively: but latterly tlu‘ superior 

speculation it was a, complete failure ; nor can it even of the Mersey as ti stiivting - point tor 


ircigms was jmpossmw m tiie /;to/>; 7 >oo/ wore all built «mch about the snuu umc. 

ease of a vessel which could scareply cofltato \yithin The first iKigah to ply in April. t!u^ si cotvtl in .j ulr-. 

herself the supplies requisite for a single voyage*; and and the third in November 183K. Neitlu r r-f ibc Innu 
80 incredulous of the ix)\vors of man’s togciiuitj’^ and b**«t were so powerful •vv^th lid*stol stc iiiu r. 
jJCrseveraneC vv^ ^ven well-informed minds, that the larger of the two, was in extr<uue l: ugtli 

for yeat^ aAer the date of the experiment we have d feet shorter than the Grmt TlV^h r/?, niul lu r oup;!nes 
menUoned, imny ^ scientific men declared 

impossible the i^oval of ttos fatal objection to oceim hiv. rpon! ( nmiiany's 

^ 4.1 steamships we do not tK^sess \vr\ lenaibemd :ir- 

steam to counts. This is csuH^ally ).,«■ .,t ii„- v„va-™ „f th.. ■ 

Vinch have bwn Baade regarding the limits ttf human Rn^al Willlm,. Am* a cartl’iil li in scYtrai of 

p^brmance, the bhfe now rfetorred to p the newspajwirs of that period, we Jun e failed to dis 

incorrect. The difficulties ednneetod with this arduous cover any notices of her passagei^, or indeed any infor- 
^mderfkking, which in 1819, and for years allerward.s, ination regardtog htw posterior ti> .lumuiry 183fi, ^V. ■ 
appeared so immense, and weUnigh insurmountable ^tolined to think that sh(^ must have teen wit h - 
wore at length fakly and to^ ever removed by the drawn from the station in tlw early part of the sprin- 
fiuccesifid transariiin^^ f that ye^. Tl^ average of tiie six yoyugt^s she niade 


The flmt English itomnsIdpVliirii left tliis country 
for America was She had ori|dnalIy been 

intondedKte, ttod eu^toyed as n ttoder on, the east 


oi that your. I he average* ot iiie six voyages «*ho made 
down to this date was 20 days for her oulwiml, and 
15 days for her homeward paj?sages. Tln^ average* of 
Uic (iastwiird voyages ^f her sister vessel was the same, 
but that of the westward passages of the Lheijxxd )vas 


.. coast of .^e lsla^.:y Tlia days lower, llic la$t*roportcd trip by this 

toward the end aitor aomt^ w hich w e have been •able to discover is oiu' 

delay cCnaequcat Cn, occideiit which %he had Mersey to Now York , in ^ November 1830, 

woeived on tieir ^ 4»T t~rf(r tfa« ^ midille .iff; DminlK'r slie 

. conimercirt capil|t of the ITUw .Widd mj theHtoh weheliev^lcn Amcricii 

Amil nf «i«i «^r »«. ..11 .1 S Jhr EBsJand- HnirSyatW her amval here «Ik' was 

tWiSeS to *io& station. When imcM, a,. 
:Sir alwl^afewycare w»,4hc livfrpool, ot Orwt Livn- 

‘ ' ^ ^ ISfiS y'^tlhteto .1^’ laid down on 

' 1 , '* '■!■ ^ tritosatlantie 


J . ciiAMBitlS’l J5P1NBUR6H JOURNAL.'* 


riie hull of tjjo British of tlio yossols built Iby the Cuiiard^lSilUltdrcfiA^ Tb 


gonoral iistonishi^ient. The hull of tjje Quern--- of the yesseU bi 

for it is to iieivwe now refer— was completed in the the preient date 

spring of 1 839jp whdh <#he was brought down to the 

Clyde, wliero her machinery was constructed by Robert 

Napier, whose celebrity a« a marine engineer liad been IS 

already established by the successful ^rformances oT »Cuiodonlav May u 

nuru'irous large coasting steamers, and wllbae name Coluuai^, sfcpteti 

now stands associated wjth lljo most splendid triumx>hs 

in oceanic locomotion ydilch the skill of the mo53hani- JSnirS May » 

clan has over yet achieved. From' figure -lfc?d to NijJarii,^. JiUyh 



TontiAg-e.;* 

I^Ptigth. 

llorW'poviir. 

pcbfuifry 1840, . 

1154 tons 

S04fott 

440 

AprlD840, 

] 135 ... 

203 ... 

440 

May 184(V . 

1130 ... 

203 ... 

440 

6&ptetiibmvl840, 

1175 ... 

205 ... 

440 

September 1842, 

]42i 

218 ... 

50(1 

Aufniat 1844, 

im ... 

218 ;.. 

WH) 

May 1847, ■ 

1820 ... 

248 ... 

6fl0 

July 1847, 

1824 . . . 

S49 - 

6&0 

B(i,lteuiber 1847, 

M8S4 ... 

249 ... - 

mr 

June 1848, 

,18^6 ... 

249 ... 

tiOO 

oanvuiry 1850, 

222 (J a. . 

... 

750 

June 1850, 

2228 ... 

2(i5 ... 

750 


taflrail the Bi'itish Quern measured 275 feeL — that is Be,lteuiber 1847, * 1834 ... S49 ... ^ CCO' 

3.5 foot more timn U,e (irmt the * S i! . Z Z tS ' 

jAtlaiitic Steamer then existing. Her Dread th of beam, Africa, JnnciHso, s >228 ... 2«5 ... 750 

rxelu.sive of paddle-boxes, was 30 feet, alid including * ^ j 

paddle-boxes, 01 feet ; her depth cif hold waa 27 feet; TJiis fleet, fifrming without exception the most spleii- | 

and her em^inCs w^ere of 500 hprse-pbwer. The British did array of ocean steamers ever pos.scssed by one com- 
Qiwcn stfiiled on her first trip from Portsmouth on tlie ^P iuy, has been constructed on the Clyde, and engined 
12rh of July 1839, with a full comidement of flftbscn** A lSfti.X)ier of Clasgfiw. Mr Steele of Greemxdc • 

gers, a crew of 100 men, 800 tons of goods, .and (iOO ht* bmi of jdl the vessels excepting the 

tonS of coal. There was said to have been afloat in Acadia^ Btiropa, Briinimin. and Co/umhia. Of these the 
her, wljen leaving the harbour, projKjrty to the yalue of first two w'ere built by Mr John Wood, Port-Ghisgcw ; 
one and a ^alf million sterling. She readied New York the third fly Mr Duncan of Greenewk; and the fourtli 
after a good passage of 14 1 days. Before the conciu- by Mr Charles \Yood of Dumbarton, 
sion of the year she made five more voyages — two out Since the ibrmation of the Cuiiard Company, tiu-re 
niid three home. The former were perforniCfl in 17 Jiave been one or twe* alterations in the terms of their 
find 20|- days respectively ; the latter in 134, 1.3|, and contract with government. Originally, their Rteamers 
22} (lays. Compared with those of the Grmt Western w'ere uiKlcr enga|t(unont to carry the mails once, and 
(luring the s^lm(^ ja'riod, the ])a.ssages of the British shortly afterwards twicie a month hetweeii Liverpool, 
iluveu were not quite so gooil. Thi.s stenmsliip is now Halifax, and Boston, and vk'c versa : some years after- 
tin- ]wo|X‘rtv’ id' tlie Belgian gcweminent. wards New York was, every alternate voyage, substi- 

^^ i>ile the exisUnice, during 1S^38 and 1839, of trails- i tuted for Boston. About tlirtn* years ago the go^rn- 
:i Man tic steamers had unquestionably liceu the means ! ment allowanee to the cAimpany was increased to ' 
of (!Ojiferriug great bcMu-fits on the mercantile clas-ses 1 L. 145,000 per annum ; and they liecarne bound to in idee 
both of England and America, yet neither the govern- j throughout the year — except during the four moiuh.s 
ment of this country nor the public generally had i of December, Jiuiu.ary, February, find March — weekly 
derived from ibis moans of iiit(*ni^t.iomd coiumunica- ■ insteail of fortnightly trips to Boston and New "S^ork 
tion ;dl tlu' benefits whieli, 'with a little raaiiagenMuil, i alternately, con.stantly calling at Halifax. The last 
it \va*i c.alcuiated to afibrd. From the route hitherto i' change occurred in September 1850, wlien pomiission 
Hdcqited. the pnwjtical distance between us and our ! was grantwl to the Cimard Company ^o make tin; fort- 
(.\madian possessions had not iKH.m much diminished, | nightly passage to New York direct^ instead of going, 
while, from the absence of meihod in the departure of j as fonncvly, by way of, and calling at, Halifax. The 
the .«('\ er{d steamers, arising princip.aliy, perhaps, from arrangement^ regarding the bi-monthly service of mails 
the rivalry and iion-ac(.*ommodating spirit more or leR.s during a 4Uird part of the year, as alx>vo explained, 
(liana tori, sMi‘ of all comptdiiig companies, there was still exists; and the present contract is to remain in 
iiwaniiii:^ iluif fuuUU‘ss iXjjatlarity in the despatAili and force till 1858. 

reev ijit of intc-lligeuco, whicii, whether in matters of Contomporaneously with the first set of the Cunard 
ptdiiic:!! or commercial iuformntion, is of the first im- B(juadron api>eared that ill-fated steamship the /Vc- 
])or‘ouu'-r, d\) secure this desirable obiect, and bring skhut Sim was built and fittecUup at Blackwail, and 
our col. mod d ‘[jerideucics on the other side of the in general dimensions much resombled the British 
Atl.oiik; !is near ns possibh? to the mother country, Qmen, The carried two funnels, and sat high 

governm. ni propost'd to establish a regular imstfU coin- out of tlie water. She made but Ihnie voyages across 
munic.-uioii* wili Halifax and -Boston. Motives of the Atlantic. Iler first trip out to America was a,’ 
economy at <»iK‘e suggested the*propriety of devolving, tedious one. On licr return passage, which eommeneed 
it‘ iKJSiiible, upon sonn* private association the perform- on tbd 2d November 1840, she encountered very severe 
of this mail service. The Croat Weslorn Com- weather; and after being out three days, during whi< 4 li 
p:inv were unsuccessfnr applicants for the contract; time she liatT consumed a large portion of her coal, and 
and the udvantagi* of undertaking it >va» strongly iiifuie but vei-y little way, she was obligxM to return to 
uigxMl by one or two sugneious individuals upon the New York to obtain a fresh supply of fuel. On the 
capiialusM; of LiverimoJ. Hut the latter >/ere reluctant second attempt she made Liverpool •after a rough and 
Iw en!;;crc in the enterprise; and partly by interest, protractocb passage of seventeen days. Her outward 
hni principfllly by the iulviiiitagcous terms they pro- voyage to the United States in February 1841 was her 
posed, and the efilcient mant^-r in which they were last. On the lOtli March* of that year, witli twenty- 
ready to bind themselyes to perform the service, a few three passengers al>wd, slie left; for Liverpool. Immo- 


merchant.s in Glasgo\^ represented in their deed of diately on her jppariure fdie encountered a very seyere;^^^^^^ 

engagenn nt by Messrs Bamuel* Cunard of Halifjax, tempest ^, anti on the 13th instant was 

George Burns k Glasgow, and Cliarles Mlver of Liver- packed ship laMonog -TH^y Jieavilyv^ 

pool, obtainj^rin preferettcfe to nil other com pt^ti tors, making but Uttle pix^gre^ This^ we 

the ex^HJutmn of the contnmt Early in 1831) the pre- s^ wot CTcr Hervf4|te'y^ifl^e!^ 

liminary aiTnngeiucuts were HJiq^pliiled ; and July amystefy^ :^ • ; 

of Hie fofigw'ing year the mail was eoinnienced pf the steamers hith«a?t0 menH<medi^^^i^^ 


^jfigwing year the mail was commenced * & of the steamers hith«a?t0menH<medi^^^^^ 

by steamPr, the detoiir waa tap lUhtcrial of wiiicli thay wbiS^ ponatnicted, and ? 

to and a aotention of 12 hours at;g«aito, paddle - iThficls the mecUanicia by which 

tli^ voyage ftatn Liveipool to dkysv moti(^;was imparted to them, ' to allude 

For the saki of brevitj^ to a transatlantic stoam8hii>twMdi/.m Wditto^ to her 

Ivei^jntlcipatoin aoiue ^Ciiabro tihp'dun; coui*s 0 of out enc&riiaoiis pnj^ wa^ 



■ Slie:^s 

l^od from i\idicrous4iira^ifo.l^^ 

l|i»d t0w^ 6*0 begiuniog 0f 184 (n - Jjfm 

miide ptiesnges across tlve Atl«ntio| luid iiv 

did slio raaUa^ iUe ^xpiwfLtioiit 
, ffeipmcd ro^rardiwg hai’ , Thp last depat- 

of iiie Great lintain for Atticr^ca took ftlace on 
September 

a very ; consiflerable oargof She cleared 
SSh the Mprsoy unjpr tlAv inost propitious circum- i 
stauced. The wii)4 was Ihvourahle, ami lier screw, 
which hiui lately undergone Atepairas waa in cifcellent 
working order. But, imfortunatelj, tfcesc propelling 
agt<;nt8i which it 'was supposed M'ero hastening her 
mtward’ to l?ew York, were (ihly onahhng^ to make 
an ingidrious mil across St Oeorge’s Chajftiel. At half- 
past eight o’clock evenhig, when alliHUi^iirthand nvevri- 
OiCht oh bpardi the passengers were alarmed by a sudden 
eboeitvthe cause of wliich,as a little observation served 
to shew, was that tlie vessel had run ashofe. in IJiutt- 
drum Bay. She lay there for 839 days. Towartl the 
close of last year the Great BrUaiu was purclia.^ed for 
tlic sum of liJAlW, and k iiqiv being refitted, and 
pi oparocl fbr acti ve serv ice. 

In transatlantie^steaiu navigatioi;^^ — for the case of 
the Savannah can scarcely be held to form an cxci‘p- 
tion to the rermirk— the Auiericans took no .-ictive part 
until 1810, In that year an assoiiiation ivits formed, 
wifR tlie view; of estahllshiiig an intercourse, means 
of steamers, between Brertien, Southampton, and New 
Yoj'k. It assmiuKl the title of the ()cean Steam Navi- 
gation Company, and the montUly service eommenced 
by it in September 1347 still cantimie.s. The steamers 
belonging to this crompany .are the H WnV/foa, ,i/cr- 
momi, FnmUhij and which last is liot yet 

finishStl, The first two of the.*se stehniers, launched in 
1817, have not^ tiuiied, out so well as the 
launched last year. lustcad of proving swifter ves.sel.s 
—as it was confidently predicted by their owners they 
w ould — than tliose of the Cunanli latter 

steamers usually l)eat tliem by two days-«7»0nietinie8 
even hy fmr— in their iwissages across the Atlantic. 
Indeed, so inferior wci'c tlu? two steanialiips now mon- 
tiojied to Bostim and Halifax roiiil-packets, that 
the former Inive never, properly speaking, pn)ved them- 
selves rivals of tbe latter at all ; and however creditable, 
as a first effort hi oceanic ateanis hip building, the con- 
struction of these two vessels may have been, the 
vessels thtmiselges, tmniwimi with those with which 
they Were deslgnt‘d to contend, were decidetl failures. 

But failure docs hot damp the enterprise Of the 
American people. Their motto k, /l^y again.’ Ae^ 
gTg this principle, they have tried agam j and in- 
their second attempt have probably as much surpassixl 
our anticipations respecting their oceanic achieve; 
ments ns iu their first attempt they fell short of their 
own, ' 

The llnited States Maih oy ts they ore otherwise 
more laconically stj^, the €oUi|^8 BteamerKj arc 
the A tkindkf Adriatic* The 

four first are finished ; the now in progress. 

All of tliem have Ikeii bui^ 

tUc Novelty Worfts, l^eirtmadhW^ry is of 

1000 horse-power, ami prmc^kl dimen A)ns arc 
as follows Length, J hrwhJthr within Vaddib- 


condiiion annexgcl to all llie Collins 

Steamers ire insunki in this country. • 

;Withmehti»n of the Sur^ anfi City of Giasyow 
our present sketch terminates. Both belong to a class of 
vessels now rapitTly on thO increase, aiid which promises 
Isoon— for cerftiin tracks at least— entirely to supersede 
}>addle-\\4ieel steamer.^. This is tlie class of ^ amriliary 
screw propellers whieh diflj^r from the principle of 
cbnsituction. of the Great Britain only in this rcwpect, 
tluvt hi their case the proportion of steam-power *to 
tonnage jja Very much .lower ; and their screw is iu- 
Aefuled not a.s the principal, but as a subsidiary motive 
i^ht to the prbpeUing influence of wind. The Sarah ^ 
froii vessel of 1800 tons and 180 horse-’' 
j>oWer-- waa built at Liverpool in 1840, and nmdtv 
during the two foUoMdu^ yearA between' th^ port and 
New York, nine voyages. The averflge of fer passages 
outwlErd was l&J days, and homeward KJj days. The 
City of G'fcfsyow— likewise of iron— was built at CSlas- 
gow by Messrs Tod & M‘Grigor in 1850. She measures 
i(»10 t^ns, and is thrnished with engiiu-s of 350 horse-: 
power.* For some time she was owned hy J^er builders, 
to whom belongs the honour of having fir.st established 
a regular steam-communication between tlie ( ’lyde and 
America. Towartl the close of last year she was pur- 
chased by a Liverpool firm, and is now engaged in tin* 
trade between that city and rJiihideliiliin. Her siiccesa 
has been janfea't ; and both in regard to sjx'eil and 
carrying power she disphiys a rnarlied sui»enority over 
her predecessor. « 


as louows i— i,e«igth, witntn <Mdie- . 

boxes, 45 feet ; 4*pth bf hold, fil m&t 7 immftkmd 
tonnage, 3000 file passehger-aceommodsJtlok 
these steamers k Tlic cabins nri 

aiid the greatest oit^tlpu has been paid to gootf 
intjou, A perfe^ fii^ne htw lie^,ojiipntid«d jit tl|$" ' 

decorattpns of the i^lootw and the bntim 6jtt 

k estimatk^^^uot L.1I5|^^;?;;-A^ ^ 

:mon(i^:^]wHh';''^ ' 

.pngufe. 


KAILWAY-TIME AGGRESSION. 
TiiEmn is an * aggression’ far more in.sidious in its 
a^lvances than the papal one, and more wide-spreading 
in its eflects, which is stealthily yet steadily progressing 
among ns, and to whose impertinent attacks we would 
fain diri?ct the indignant energy of our countrymen. 
Yes l Time, our best and dtarest possession, is in dan- 
ger. Ohl Time, bemeath whose iingers tyrants tremble 
and empirci? crumble into dust, is now bearded — we hud 
almost said suocossfully l>carde<l — by u. power whose nge 
is but of yesterday. lie who, during tlie ‘Higbt of ages 
past,* lias only deigned *461 ‘measure fus motions by 
rcAmlviiig sphere^’ is now obligc'd, iu many of our 
Briti.sh towns and villagt^s, to beinl la iore liie will of 
a vajK>ur, aiuiiio hasten on his pace in obevlicnce to the 
laws of a railway company I Was eicr tyranny imut* 
monstrous or mme unbearahle tlmu tliis? “li has not 
even the mexit of • pfxjtic gramle^^r to redevin its 
attendant evils, for it is essentially ])rosaie IkuIi in its 
aim and tendency, and, like all the baser tyrannies, it 
tnteimieddtes with the domestic doings and .sfx i.d 
charities of life. Facts often speak more authorii;u 
tively than ivorilfi. We shall tliereforo illustrate onr 
meaning by the history of our ow*n experience during a 
recent visit wldch we paid at a fashionable watering- 
place in the south pf England. 

On arriving^ at my friend’s house, where I had 
promised to ptiik a few* weeks, I found that a dinner- 
bugagemeitt hocn made for that day, in which I w as 
incMcd. ‘AikV said Mr Tlenupson, aridre,^8iug his 
vUei^tcr, wIjo Avas i^resenb ‘you must take cure to be 
f as our good frieiHls theUteringH nn*, 3 011 

I amt dp not like tuck diinuvr to l>e 

ddtayed/ The Voung lady promised to^ie ready iu 
prop^ timA aiKbtHesdtpner-hour ticiiig hall-tiast six, 
wo took emre%> drivh door a minute 

or two^^eforo that Imtm w|fl indicated by 4 ur batches. 

■ M obiKirVtHl Mr Thompson as 

" On;;entcriug\ho 
uB^dynfisemhJed, 

■ the’ brow of 
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Deriiijr, who, the moment after^wo were iisated> arid n^ftid concerning tile li^it tht» ^ 
adtlressod Ids wAfo jii ^ abrupt tone, sayiiiK: ‘frtlunk,' added aUb; amilinif, danet is so old a servant, ancl so 
my d(?ar, we had bettbr^ordcr dinner ijow ^ Mi* Cum- important a person in our famdy, that Mr. w 

ndng U too young a man to have fuiy right to keep findrit no *odky fatter to make //V eoni ply with any 
jx'oplG waiting for him ; imd,* iidd(‘d lie in a lower voice, n^fkngled laW ji^mit 1 must try io 'vpin her over to sub- 

yet loud enough .for me to catch the words— ‘ as it IS? vimjaion.'* ' .. 

thiMlkmer will he spoiled.’ • * I syihpathlsed wltli the good lady on the^ d^ 


suppose, ever to think about the hbur y ^ 


marvelled liipw it came thflt raibvray aggrcssion' should 


‘ Indeed, my dear sir ! ’ replied the yoiftig man, looking have so easily disturbed the oquahimit}^ of a fiTondly 
a little discomposed at this sudden a|tack,* ^ I liattered part3^,*and croaked a feud within a quiet and well-or- 


a little iiiscomposcu at tins sudden al^tack, flattered part}^, and created a feud within a quiet and well-or- 
myself with being punctual to a fault to-day and so dcred family. 

saying, In^drew out his watch and shbwed tliat its Having taken care to set my watch by railway time, 
hands werJ resting precisely on the hour of half-past. I rej^icd to rest, and on the following morning rose 

to enjhy my iisual quiet w'alk before 

‘ But tliiit is not railway-time,' observed ^tr Bering; 1l4>*olied inti^ke green lanes adjoining my friend’s 
‘ and you know that since yesterday mprning, when the house, and the morning air was so full of fragrance' 

town-clock was changed, We have set all our ^.atchcR and harniony-rflowers and birds seeming to vie in the 

and clocks^hy London time; so,* fiddcd the old gentle- Cxprcssion^of praise and joy — that I went along without 
man witli evident self- complacency at his own correct- regarding whither the path might lead me; and on a 
ness, ‘ it is now not far from iseven o’clock.' ^ sudden turn in the lane, was surprised to^see before me 

‘Ah ! this accounts for my misdemeanour,’ sa^ Mr an old gray church, whose tower rose up gravely from 
Cuimniiig good-huniourcdly ; ‘for I have been spend- amid avenues of elrns. The scene was so still and 
ing a few tlays in the country, wlierc the clocks are so sober in its aspect, that on aclv.fncing towards the 
old-fiishioned as to be guided by tiie sun inst**ud of the j church I wondered to perceive a certain degree of stir 
railway ; so 1 know nollnng of your modish ways here.* j and bustle near the dotn. Several men were lounging 
‘ 1 have not the same excus# for iny ignorance,* ob- | about, and one of them hatl an air of autliority about 
scrvvd Mr Thompson, who hat\ listened to the dis- him, which Ixispoke him to bo either the parish 3ferk 
cussion ; ‘ for 1 have been almost within liearing of the or beadle. I inquired of him wdiether "there w'ns early 
town -cloeU, and yet know notliing of the change : so service in the church. 

wc came to dinner by the old time, and my friend liere ‘No, sir,’ replied he; Mmt w'e are going to have tr 
has, I dar» sa^', set me down also as a fashionuhle, grand wedding here this morning; and as J am the 
irregular sort oi man.’ * , j beadle, it is iny business,’ added he with an air of irn- 

‘ WtTl. geiolomen,* replUid ^Ir Bering, who had by i portaaco, ‘to prepare for it.’ 

this time jocovered his gotxl-humour, ‘ 1 can only sa^', ! ‘ It is rather early in the day for a wedding, is it 

that if the diuncr is siJoUed, yon must lay it to the ! not?’ inquired I of the hoary oflicial. 
score of railway aggressioh, wliicli will not suffer us to j * The gentlefolk usually come much “later to be mar- 
moasurc time, as our forctuthyrs did, by the cc^rsc of | ried, it is true, sir,* bo replied*; ‘but this gentleman, J 
ll'‘* , ! am told, meaivs to take his lady a mortal way oft‘to-iluv, 

At this moment a spruce, busy-looking man ap- | so wc hav» had notice that they will be here exactly at 
jiroju bcd ilk- group of talkers, and l)egan to prove how j eight o’clock.* 

advantageous "it was that w hole nation should ob- | . ‘Then you may cxixict them immediately,’ observed 
servv I lie s.mic time; when forUmately dinner w*a8 ; I, pulling out my w\ateh, ‘ for it is now precisely eight 


aMnoiiiiccd, and a more welcome subject of discussion 
offenMl it.seU to tlic pai ly than the eomnarativo advan- 


* You must pardon my boldness in tH)ntradicting vt 

* 1 ..^ --. 1,1 — I -,.!.; .. 1 .1 . . '' 


t ig4‘s ol R id :’ud of railway time. It was not long, sir,’ said the old man, looking up towards the church 
‘however. More this ‘ monster evil’ presented itself clock, ‘ but it wnnta yet full twenty minutes to eight.* 
again to my notice ; for in the course of the evening, ‘ Oh, you don’t go'byjailway tlien| * observed 1, iiv j 
as I was sitting^m ar t lie lady of the house, fehe called quiringly. / | 

over her youngest daughter, if blithe, happy -looking ‘ Hailway time !* repeateil the beadle, drawing himself ' 

cliild of seven gr eight years old, and told her it W’as up with a look of displeasure, ‘No, indeed," sir: we \ 
time for her to go to hod. The little girl, in the cau- leave those newfangled notions to upstarts and l^ttdicak;. ! 
Innancc ol' her spirits, \cntuix*d to remonstrate against The church keeps to the good old ways; and please ^ 
the eommand. ^ Gt)d she wil? stick to them, in spite of her enemic.s.’ 

‘Von know, mamma, licit whenever there is com- It was with difficulty I could refrain from smiling at 
paiiy, 1 am always allowed to sit up till nine o’clock, this outburst of indignaliou at the iAjal enmity . of rail- 
ajid it is not neiir that time yet.’ wayrtime abettors to church ; but iny attention w'as 

‘^'ou are mi.staken, my love,’ replied her mother; at this moment^draw'n to tW(^ carriages which were 
‘ fu 1 heard the clock on thij^mantelpieec strike just approacldug ; so 1 said to the beadle: ‘Whatever may 
now ; and if you go and look at it, you will see I am be the church’s opim^n on this subject, her members 
light/ 9 difffer very nvuc^J^/iflSut it ; and as a p 

‘ Oh ! (hot clock is all \vi*ong. ^ heard Janet say so saV, the wedHing- party at tlirec inimites 

when she \va^lR^ssing me this mornihg, and Miss past ejgbt by railway The old maiv fliiutteiing 

tVaiiier ibuijd^vult with our not being: rtvuly at eight to Wn^elf that ‘ iiiey 

o’clock for 4ur lessons ; and Japet said she could not othc^ise it would be no marriage all;* lias^ied to 
f»e plagutnl alx)ut the ncw-faaliiopeddtiTUo ; so slij w*ont tb^estcgli door to meet the brWegroom;, . ' , \ ' 
be upstairs to undress mo for a wlioie quarter of an • Let U n(ft be imputed' to mere vul^ |»uri0^1ty that 
hour toi’onic. * You see, tl^Ai, there is m I follmved him thitlier ; for tl*e 

in my going away yet, and I am so happy ! * • myself « confirmed Old bachelor, ItfeyO to see young 

#J'he tw'ofold argument >vas iMsiatll^ ; and Hosa was kOk happy as they are wontitO^at a wetWing j 

sufllrod to rt'jOuvthe kin^ la^ Mdio ha^^ beam Ihhusing and I like to look upon a hour of 

hejiJto tunimg to »aid that it wat? trcmhllttg how and 

h€^ of'a between her governess iaa^j^ hcara for ble|di»p life; ^ d 


oaAkftsmsV laiNBt^oK 


^ On apifc'on#iitj^1ifete ehut(:4 rffcw no impatient bride- 
firrooni ifitsuinir Qtitr of the emiag:e as I had ex^M* 
There ‘iirst- appemirM* a gently 
lyhhse attire ;at oa(lSe marked her as tJie (fbaerved of aJl 
observ'ei^i^the bride. Her father offered her his aim, 
anid the^^&tered the church, ft>llo>red b,Y the^ mother 
leajini% 'd^n her soii, and Wo youthful ladieS Y^io 
looked like bridemaids. The elderly gontlcmatt^^^^ 

; di'Osaed some questions, wliich I did not oYcrhe^, to 
beadle, across whose ibatures stole aamil(| of mt%- 
faction as he replied in an tiudible tone/ that * neither 
the young gentlem<tn#nor the parson had«*arrir^ yet.*' 
* Very strange,’ aaid the father ; * lie begged q|f iis to 
be here punctmUi j at eigiit o'clock. VTiiere can surely 
be no mistake.* And he glanced at Ids daughter, whose 
cheek had suddenly assumed a de^Ky pallor. 

I hail entered the church, and quiOtly gisconced my- 
self in the comer of a pew behind a pillar, The bridal 
. party seated themselves In a squaw spew close to llie 
altar. Tbere syas a deep stillness in the church. 
Mindies passed on. Doubtless they seemed ^to be hows 
in the esfaiuat^^^ some of those present* Once the 
door creaked, and I observed the young lady start and 
tremble, while , a hurried glance towards tlio door be- 
trayed her anxiety. Who cai# tell what visions of 
danger* for the bejpved one inai” have floated through 
her mind during this brief period* of perplexity and 
suspense ! My own heart began to l>eat wdth anxiety 
concerning the issue of the matter, when at length 
camiage wheels were beard approaching. The young 
tally’s head seemed to di'oop as she caught the nearing 
sound. A moment later, and the clergyman came out 
of the vestry. I could scarcely forbear saying : t Pshaw ! 
is it only you ? ’ But almost at the same instant ap- 
pears a gentleman, who Cf^'idontly was ‘ The Man.‘ IBs 
glance turned uneasily towards the pow, as if hfe were 
disappointed at being the last of the party. On© of Jiis 
nttending friends wiiispcrcd in the car of tlie young 
ladj^s brother, jvbo pulled out his watch. A smile and 
a nwl were interchanged between them. Tlie brotlvcr 
said a ".void to liis sister, who looked up and smiled 
amid her blushes. I overheard words * railway 
time.' Tlve whole mystery was explained. • The bride- 
groom had arrived five minutes before the appointed 
hour, according to the old style of time, knowing that 
an earlier moment would have been without the pale 
of canonical hours, and consequently not suited for tlie ; 
marriage corcinony. The mistake was now, however, 
Cleared upj and as tlie yofliig couple stood before the 
altar and pledged themselves to a lifelong love of ten- 
derness bn the one side, and of obedience on the other, 
higher and liappier thoughts must harb crowded into 
their riiinds, so as to leave no room for the intrusion of 
petty disturbance ; Init I, during my homeward stroll, 
pictured to myself anew the intense anxiety which had 
been so petxseptible in the face of the bride during t)x(a& 
long, interminable mintltes, until at lalt I %vrought 
myself into impatient displeasure at the railway aggres- 
sion, which, by flisturbitig the^courso of time, could 
thus tnmble tbe most joyous Seasons of life. On seat- 
ing myself at tb© bresicfast-tabl% 1 related my morning 
adventure, to the great aaifasement Of my friend, who 
laughed heartily at my sadden iNMQ^dlguation a^nst 
the modem caicroacliraents fpon ^!hi|ibut 1 was 
compensated ibr his meriin^t by pei^idiig^ hS 
dau^ter bx)ked vciy kiUdl^ up^ t&H when shl found 
that I had sy^ftatbised in tbe anatietj^f tiie 

hridCi';. 

^ j The feUowib^3®#?^ Sunday. I irtmrired 
I moxijing at dititte -Mtinm * At 

j , ;'d^^ve%* was MrS'^liOiinpscm’s answer.' ;■ -v av ’ 

i:;;;:-*K^way thn^XpibSume?*. '• w 

' ■ i ■: ^ ^^*3^ ; which ■ httod,' ' thb;- 

which, is quite 


timehvas observed at St Anne’s, because, being a parisli 
church, it v^Rs-necessary to attend ^helo to the canoni- 
cal hours. • • 

‘They have always some excuse for their vagaries,’ 
ireplicd Mrs Thomj)son ; ‘ bdt every one knows it is all 
jtnere Tractariauism — popery in disguise.* 

Mr Tliompson looked over liis spectacles at Hie two 
ladies, and an incipient smila lurked around his lips, 
but he lidd Ids peace. A wise man I — and how often 
would tly'sd sparks of discord go out if they were not 
ft^ed into a fkm® hy well-meant but officious inter- 
feScnce 1 iTor ,my part, I felt sorely tempted to assure 
tlie good la^y that poi)ery had nothing wliatevtT to do 
^vith the matter f but following my friend’s example, I 
remained silent; 

Hero Was a now phase of railway aggretf/ion and its 
attendant evils— one which I had not droanfed of before; 
cvokuig as it did party names in a parish, and lighting 
up a torcli, or at least , a taper, of discord in the bosom 
of an amiable and united family. My \s rath was waxing 
liotteW and hotter every moment against this monster 
evil of the day. • 

During tlie ensuing week the same subject was, in 
one form or other, continually brought l>cfore uiy 
attention. Some stanch conserv atives eomplainod that 
this change of time was effected by tlu* progress pai'ty, 
and that they would not suffer it to eontinuc without 
a Struggle. On the other hand, many of the i>oorer 
classes said it had been doiu^ nuu’cly to i)lease the 
gentry, who travelled llbout, and liked, fur Ihcir own 
convenience, to know precisely what vv as the railway 
time. Tlie result of tliis general fermom was n pulilie 
meeting', in which many unwise .and hard words w ere 
spoken on both sides, without any definite arrange- 
ment being made on the subject. Tlie ladies, who 
could not Bpe.ak in public, made ample aiiKnds by 
grumbling in private ; and the inccinveniencos they 
coniplaimMl of, although minor ones, were not the K - « 
annoying to thorn. One lady who l>elonged to tlu* 
pr<^[tess party told me, tlipt Juving ton asked to tea 
at ci^ht o'clock, on entering lier friend’s liouso hIic s.'iw 
the Servian 18 carrying in the dessert ; • so T had u> wait 
half an hour alone in the drawing room,’ said slio, 

* where I feiind tlic clock had not beeiuchauf^ed, as it 
ought to have been, to tlW*djond on time, and 1 had to 
apologise to the laily of the Ijouse for my seemitig \ml- 
garity.iii having come so early.’ 

‘A very marUfying incidciit in your saiil 1 with 
I comfKised gravity of countenance*. 

‘ And 1/ ohs(*rvcHlaianguid-lo<)kiiig lady, av, .as nearly 
bored to death last night ; for having invited a iinge 
evening party, nearly Jialf the coinjiiftiy arrivi;<l before 
my rooms were lighuxl, and it really made me quite 
nervous to Ix) tttkeri thus by surpri.se. d'hey miglit 
liavc known my principles IxHtcr than to suppowir I 
would aflopt newfangled plan? all in a hurry.’ 

‘ FIrincipleal muttered I almrjst uik ‘ oust; ion sly to iny- 
Bclf. ’Iljo speaker did not overhear me, however, and 
went on to say that what provoked her intvst w*ns, that 
all the (|uUo8t of her company remained ludf an hour 
later than the rest, oi^. the plea that they had ordered 
Uioir carriages by the real time. ‘And go,’ added she, 
yawning at the hare rocoUection of what she had under- 
ftmet ‘ Ibad such ajiong evening of it ! ' 

of the miseries whkh were crowded 
ilit6 one short week by the tyranny \Ohe Itailway- 
tiaok Aggression I And is it possible thalliiliis mouslor 
evil, wiSi its insidious promises of good and its sure 
harvast of evU, iftdl by freeborn English- 

men? Shall it bo laid tlia^ they who cling so ^riu stly 
^to tho^ good old wayibf twMr ferefethets are the only 
|M9^0 who^^a^ earliest possession, their lifelong 

and^set at naught ? 
Surely not i mthOt rally aispuiid Old Time 

with the detenninatioh to and^ if 

teiiist tlds arbltm aggresii^V cty 
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be: ‘The Sun or the Rail way I’ Ena|,ishmen 1 t^ware if not hostility, by to Abolition paPty, 'rl^isaw in W 
of delay in opjosii^gjilus claugeroua; innovation ! No only ili6 dislike of white for black, and shut their 
time is to be lost—* * * * eyes to the teli^oUs a^d philmithropic object!^ 

‘ Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen ! ’ wcm in 4^0 capable of being promoted to any 

^ ^ copsiUerable ; for of course a serious diminution 

T rn r T? T A , lOf the <MilouredpopuiatiopL of America by such means 

« li 1 li ii4 li 1 A. • ^ jjqIj expectctl. We do not profess to know how 

Tim now republic of Liberia, is one of the nptahle far this was a reiismiiable feeling on the part of the 
features of our singularly-progressive age. It is one of worthy*men who are standing UP negro rights in 
the things which the people of the eighfeG^th* could Anfcricty but assuredly, whatever weru the motives of 
Iiavo k'fist expected to i)e produced by the nineteenth the (Jc'lonisatW Society, ^the con8eq^uences of tjiieir acts 
century. Yet it is i)rohable enough ^hat many Sot* are s^ch assto give them nb sma^ ground for t^Umplf. 
unintelligent persons in England never eyen heard of For anything that we can see, their settling of Liberia 
its name. bas been the most unexceptipnably good movement 

Liberia is a free negio Christian state, enjoying re- against slaver^ that has ever taken place. Perhaps it 
publican institutions, on the coast of Africa. Situated has not been the worse, hut rather the better, of that 
between till fourth and eighth degrees of north liUitudey of the wisdom of this world, wliich has dis- 

it occupies about 500 miles of what is dhlled the Guinea' ' "^^londed ft so much to the AbpUtionists. 
coaat — a country wondertiilly rich in natural produc- p tOiiilg. that the Colonisation Society needs 

tions, but heretofore blighted, by the accursed Uiftv^- no other defence for its policy than to point to the 
trade. The ju-oper citizens of Liberia are sail to be spirit wliieh has all along animated the black ^ople 
little ov(?r f 000 ; ])iit they have a quarter of a million who emigt!ited to Africa. One sentiment, that it was 
of the native population under their protection. They worth while to encounter ail possible hardships and 
are distributed tbrough a chain of well-built towns, dangers on a foreign strand for the sake of perfect 
surrounded by well-cultivated fields; they have ports free^om^ appears in to whole conduct of these men. 
and shipping, ‘customhouses, a presklent, and a national They appeal: to have been generally persons of decided 
flag. Chiirclies and schools every where give pleasing piety, and the miiijionary spirit is conspicuous at every 
token of civilisation. The people in general sQom to be stage of their proceedings. Not less important as a 
animated by a good si)irit. On the whole, Liberia is a testimony to the same ellbct has been the energetic 
tliriv’iig settlement, and its destiny appears to be one contention whicli the colonists have kept ui) against 


ot' uo mean*ehai*acter. 


I the slave-dealing propensities of the native piiflces. 


'Hie eiforts to put down the African slave-trade by a These men felt from the ^rst that the Liberians were 
liltu kade liave, it is well known, heem signally un sue- enemies to that traffic which gave tliem their most 
eessfiil. llritr in’s share in it costs about three-quarters valued luximey, and here lay the greatest difficulty 
of « million pr anmmi; and the money is spent not which the settlers hall to encounter. Tiieir early his- 
moroly in rain, but to the increasc'of the inhumanities tory is a series of martyrdoms visited upon them by 
meant to be v.Ktinguished. Under the powerful temp- the slave-trade. - ' 

tatious held out by the sugar-trade of Brazil, more The first party of colonists Umded in 1819 at SSlierbro, 
skives iire now exportoiLfrom Africa than ever — the and almost immediately were affiicti^d to a grievous 
only I'ikHd of the blockocfe being to cause the trade to extent by the diseases incident to the climate. Several 
be Voud lifted under much nibi'c cruel circumstances white goatlemeii^ who acted as leaders, sunk in succes- 
thiin foniiorlv. AVliik' this costly and mischievou.s sion under dm eftccts of fever. It Avas not till the spring 
iiuM‘ki«rv lias boon gtung on, a humble and almost un- of 1822, and after undergoing an immense amount of 
ludieod ;msoeiuion of einancipalcHl negroes from the hardship, that the colonists ohtaiued their first certain 
I in! '*d Siaf c;^ lins been liwprtg rml work^ by quietly footing at Caiie Mcsuriwlo, Avhere they forthwith planted 
plnntui!: list If along the African coast, and causing, a village and fort. Almost immediately after having 


wlien ver it set its IcKit, the skive-trado to disapjioar. sold them the land, the barbarian King Feter resolved 
Sfv.uigt' to «:iy, it has done this, not, as a primary to exti^mte tbciu, being afraid of their interferences j 
ubicct, Imt ay one only secondary and incidental to a with his slave-dealing arrangements. Beholi), then, j 
process of «x)loThsjition, the prompting causes of which thirty-five Uberated negroes fioni reniisylvania and j 
V ere of a diftl>ri*nt, and, as some might think, partly Maryland i>erc;hed on an African promontory, with 
ineoiisistcnt nathiv. , their Avives and children aliout them, and obliged to 

'I'lie sltimfiim of the free negroes in the United States defend their iwsition against a Avhole horde of savages I 
is Avoll known to be an unpleasant one. They have Bickness addt^ to the terrors of their situation ; yet 
neither the ]xditical nor social privileges of other citi- they never -felt in the least disheartened. TJiey hjd 
zens; ami thoucli nnittersAvere put formally to rights fortunately an exocllont commander in Mr Jeliudi 
in this rt^sjwct, it is to all appearance hopless tliat-the j\shmuu ; ahd two blacks of extraordinary intelligence, 
coloured sliould ever bo udmittcMl to a true felloAvshlp Ivott Oaiy and Elijah Johnson, were of their number, 
udth the Avhito people. In these circumstances the To quote a small work of recent dale : * ‘MrAshmun, i 
man of African blood is like a small tree uinler the after taking a turn luipund the works, and reviewini^ 
shade of a great one. His Ariiole nature is dwarfed ^ hie little force iu the evening, tljus addressed them Avitir 
hisliest aspirations are checked. The ivsults aio not all the . solemnity and imfirewiveness Avhicli their cir- 
over- comfortable for the Avhite man either. Some eumstances wore caJ^ndfeted to inspire: “War is now 


hisliest aspirations are checked. The ivsults aio not ail the . solemnity and impreesiveness Avincii ttieir cir- 
over- comfortable for the Avhite man either. Some eumstances were caj^ndfeted to inspire: “War is now 
American citizens, seeing and ^ploring these evUs, inevitnblei*V ‘‘ the safety of our 

Av ere induced, alwut five-and-thirty years ago* to ten settlement, <mr families, fiur lives, depends under God 
themsehn s a societv, which should promote thiv upon tour courago fi^nness. Let every post and 

return of jSlflancipatotl negroes to their own quarter of evAjj^ndividual bo uble to cHinlide in the fittn «iipport 
the globe, Vhere it thought they might IxTable, to o^'ory other. Let every man yjt as if the whole 
some extent, to introduce the ixfteUii|ence. religi#n, and domnoe deijeaded upon his owti „ single mni. May no 
usages of civilisoil coinmumtics among their btmighted *cowa|<^ dis^nico our ranks! Tlio Is iGods and 
brethren, and form the nidlt effisetive of battalions for our^country’Si and avo may ralyj^ to blessing of 


aio Aveakf 


to repression of the slave-trade, tolr constitutions Almighty to succeed in otir 

lling ahJe ta endure climatSi inJlutoas, unto Avhicli 

tho whites are sure to shSk, yoshlt Ima fen this * a. « 




« are sure to snm, we rosuw nos oeen urn 
prLitjipria. T^ lias, we 

with jealonsy,; 


b aAd rzvgmSs'uf 1^^ Nisliob 


: 3%' ';;S 


^le is ^tripng# T^sHri fA stern silcn^^^ tViH awajr/ tba tede back, ami rapidly disap' 

( : viwied thd little ; tbo men were marched to ^eir ' ’ ^ared ath<a|g tpe'^ gloomy wilds. , In^tlnrty minutes 
‘ they lay on their with thatches^ is paaisedl •At nine o’clock 

lighted, dtli^gltJMflong watch^a of that %hStiout tt|ghfc oider8 were issuetrio tlie linos, leaving out a 

: ’It wore away, imd no enemy app« " fourth part of the houses, and surrounding the rest by 

f morning Mr^ iVAhiun aroused himself ^a musket -proof stobki^^ there was no safety until 
: fromjtJj^ languor (3f sickness to make a nioTo tho^ V the work was urged on >vkh the 

; inaj^j^iott of the fortifications. Jt was with dewe^ sapidity ; for no one ^jould tell when or where 

as well as regret that he perceived the^westerh another attack might be ma(lc,,and it was not until yie 
- Spfirter of the scttltmieni ajmronihed next flay. tliitt an hotir ebuld be spared for ilie burial of 


hud no s<K)Ckude to d^hd it from assault. •Tl)c •Such wei*e the terrible stniggles through wlik li Li- 

quiirter w'us al$o^^?cm)sed/ the station was Well : beria had to -in order to obtaj.ii a footing in AlVicii. 
guartled, and a steep ledge of rooks ti|ade the a jproacU On the 2d of December the colonists exporionced 
bothdifiieult and dangtu'ous. From bi4 Mr Ashmun another ahd severer aUack, M-hich, liowever, they re- 
issued his orders with thoiighttul.vlgilance. He com- pcUcil after ah hour and a half of hard fighting. The 
manded all the houses in the dulskirta to be abandoned, ajinivorsary of this conflict is to this day thf great holi- 
ancl, cvc'Ty family to sleep in the centre flf the village, day dt Idberia,%s the 4tli of July is with the people of 
(tuaixls of fbur luen we^(^I>06ttHl yards in the United States. The troubles of the infant ^taie 

advauee of eafdi station during the night, and no man wcr%not yet eiuleil ; but from this time they gradually 
Was to lokve his post mitiK sumiae. Another nighty abatcik Fresh colonists poured in; additional lands 
passeil, and another day arose on the anxiAis few. It were bought; the native tribes woie in time won over 
the Sabbath. A lew hours* sleep were hastily to sec that industiy and Ohristiaiiity were things fii- 
simtchcd by the weary men, while earnest prayers vonrabic to tlie haiipinesa of mankind. In 1827 the 
WTiit up from many a brave h$art to the God of all early difiSculties were past and nearly forgotten, and 
mercy for his protecting providence. Divine service from that time there has been an almost mdaltering 
was holden at noolf, and libtib Cary «.ddresscd his little course of prosperity. It slionld be meiUiojied, that 
cliurCh under tlie most tender and affecting circum- assoiUHted ivitli Liljcria was an agency of the United 
stances. IVriiaps it was their last Sabbath on earth ; ^States government, .similar to the British c staldislinient 
death in its most cruel form W'as liovcring around at Sierra Iajoiig — nainjy, for the reception of Macks 
thcHi ; another Sabbath’s sun might witness their little rescued by blociiailii^g vessels from the shivers. Siu li 
colony given over to butchery and plunder, and every redeemed captives formed no small accession of strength 
vestige of industry and Christianity for ever bloitetl to the colony. 


‘At this moment one of the scouts came running in. 


III 1889, when the various settlements were (consoli- 
dated under one government, Monrovia and Bassji Cove 


witli the news that the hostile army were crossing tlu? were two neat towns, with churches, sdnads, and libra- 
Mesurado Kiver, only ii few miles above tlie settlement, ries; tberc were other seven smaller towns. The people 
By cfvftiung the whole body had ciieamiied to the west, were in general well-behaved, temperance principle ^ 
little less than half a mile distant., Silently and liaving great sway over tliem. ’J'hey appreciated the 
sternly did caclf man numb to his post, and you cOuld freedom tliey enjoyed, and fio inclination was li*lt to 
read on every face, /‘ Give me victor)7 or give" me return to the United Stattfa. They owned five inm- 
death.” Another night went 'by^ niid no war -yell drecl tbouj'rnd aci*es of ^icJi land, where tlu* iiiu'st 
broke the stiilness of the foresU' '1*110 day dawns, vegetables and the most dcliinous fruits (oulil be cnlti- 
Tlie w estern guard, owing to misaiiprehension, or Jn- vated to any extent. There were* hnir jirinting presM s 
advertence, or neglect of duty, left tlielr posts at day- and two ucw'spapers. tJilii? colonists *niid after this 
dawning instead of sun-rising, as the oi*der ran, and period ti w^iir with a powerful chief called (hnumlia -’ 
consequently before the fresh guards ivere in ix^adiiiess all on account of the slave-trade, the supjn t'ssion of 
to take thi.'ir places. At this unguarded moment the which w\a.s the object of their unceasing (dfoiis. At 
savages, who Jiad stolen wdtli silent step to tbe very length they suec’ceded in utterly overtlnowinL^ the po^v^;>!• 
verge of the clearing, arid were watGlung with fiendish of this savage monarch, who was theiicefurih an out- 


anxiety every in^veak’nt of the little band, were now 
stlning for actmn. An immense Isxly suddenly issued 


cast in the n^gioii once ruled by the terror of}n< name. 
The feeling, we are told, then begau extensively to 


from the forest, fired, and then rushed fiirw ard with prevail, that in LilK^rio^ and in Liberia alone, were tlu* 
iiorrid yells upon the ]>ost. Taken by suiprise, several people secure from the liability of being seiztal and sold 
^ the^eii were kUled, while the resV drhen fm^ slavery* *T1ie idea cannot Ixi more touch ingiy 

their cannon, withortt tirac to dischaJ^c it, fell back expressed tb.mi in thc^ reply of a poor fellow , from tli<^ 
In haste and conftision. It is a fearful njoment I If nv*cr Congo, on being afeka^ if he did not wish to iv- 
the savages press oil, there is no time to rally, and all turn to his own country ; “No, no,” sai«I he; “if 1 go 
is lost! 4mtead«pf following up their advantages,, liack to rny country, they i nuke me slave. I am liiiv 
they pause, ami Surrouiid sonie^ioUisci i^ tlmt direct' flBiKJ; no one dare trouble me. I got my wife—my 
• tion, to plunder mi<J^dcstroy. Women and lands—my cluldnm learn book— all free— I am bere a 

cliiidrcm, «vbo, in spitCf^f^oiders to leave, rcmaiuecl white mm — me no go bift;k.” ’ 

ill their bouses, are the liaiids of a In 184 7 Liberia announced itself to the world as m 

8 ivivge foe, Mt Ashmun ruslltedj!?^^ of action,; and Alidcpcmlent republitv in which cliaractcr it 
aiiil assisted ^ the deterniiifid W liiia beim govemmenls of America, 

rallied the broken Ibr^ics of^tbe seniors. Two (Mnnons Britain, France, and others— a just re^ird for the iin- 
wcic ins^ntly hkiuglit into ,spealo|^ amount of service it lias nmdcR^Jo humanity 

ball and graiie. ^hey dld a feaitul ll^u- in its Worts for the suppression of the slav^trade. I ts 

tion. The euemy ^gan to recoil. Fear s^at^ fRoir pTesic]cnt, a Virginian slave, 

ranks. The seeing their ad vani&ge, jnuilhcil visUea En^jrlanu in and rcxjcived many 

fq^ward, and rektiiri^ Ihe lost post, Dircctiiig thenr marks of respOct from th® 4^^rthy of thcOiumnn^Iic^^^ 
mnbn to rake the whole enemy’s line, every, shot took wincf then wo have continued to hear good accounts of 
j:: wlule KUjali Johnson, at the, head 'of a few thexsointry.; T^ to bo turning tiJ^ir 

tliq !enemy*s flank, .and^in- attchtidh inore to eulfivat^ih thkn fflnnerly— there 
ippaii^^ir conslMation. !A savag^ ycjb being some ground of lii>|>c^that Liberia 

every aoul witRlionfOjr- As called upon to take a promluabt plH^^i ifRppryfng 



supar, coffee, and cotton to the ciyUi^ed na^ipns Ajhicli * 

so largely dcinft%l them. , Viewing it 

ivedge, hy which OlirSeti^n civiUsaUoni Jf :6ver^ 

be iiitr^uccd into Central Africa, we accord it o^r' 

sincereat good wishes, aiu} inoat earnestly trust 

its career of prosperity will xnoeti witli no furthera 

interruption.* /a • 


ifAMBLES m SEAlfCH OF WILD-ELOWEHS. 

JUNE. • a • 

• 

I MUST once mor(^ bog my readers to dravel with ino 
wliilc I Ictwl them over as lovely ground as dlioy will 
find on any part of the boasted coast of South Devon. 
Again wv. p» up the pretty village a little "<^ray, and then 
turning to tSie left by the hotel, pass the end of Cliff 
Ternico, and at once the ])road bright s<% fiaslies on our ^ 
sigh> and hy its side we pursue our way. It is all alive 
with fishing-boats, and glowing with azure reflected from 
the mighty vault above. The hill is very steep, jiVid the 
heat, tljougti U inporod by a liglit breeze, is great, so 
that as 1 have plenty of time I take it leisurely, rather 
wislniig, howeviU', for * Jack ’ and George to aid me on 
my way, But Jack could not climb stiles, several of 
whitih lay on my route, so T was reduced to the neces- 
sity of making my way on fixit, . 

Cii my way I find Die pretty sea sandwort {Arcnana 
marina)^ a little plant of the 0. Cj^rgopfiylha:. with 
long succulent leaves like the ficoides, and pretty pale 
lilac blossoms, and also the hemlock crane’s-bill {Euro- 
(Ilfim ciratrrri‘im)^ one of tlie Gernnaceev, exceedingly j 
elegant, but so very fragile lbat f never could secure a 
sptHumen, the bright rose petals breaking off on tlie 
gentlest Uiucit. From point to point ns I ascended, I 
turned and delightedly gazed on the whle sea winch 
lay bi-low me, and tlie vallage nestling between the 
hills, and the cliflk Iwyondi risijig to the beetling crags 
above I.andrain ; whore the, gulls, and cormorants, and 
elioiigbs find capital shelves and ledges wholly inacces- 
sible, and onc^aliove another on which to place their 
nests, wljoiu'e their com»«W(»oking young progeny 
pcei» down on tlie boats which pass l)clow ; and tltcn 
again beyond these, a stretch of cliffs, the I’cak above 
Sidinouth rising highest of all, with the ♦sland of Port- 
land looming in the distance. 

It is a f'lir scene, and long do 1 linger to study it. 
However, at his*#I rca di the plain on the top, and here 
fresh objects of interest await me. The first thing I 
cnpf>untvr is a man lying at full length on the ground, 
:utd diligently observing the sea through a telescope*, a 
little farther on was another, and then a boy; and so 


* A nmnll, but wo trust fi transient cloud has lately passed over 
the ftlrfjiino of liheritt, in consequence of an assertion by Cuin- 
nmixlcr Forbes In his work; * OttlMimey and DabouuniB,’ timt tlw 
triUIk in slaves was practised by Lil^riaii citizens, lie luis since 
rt'iK’uUjd the assertion, HaA'iniij: ‘ Tliat the citi/oiis of LilwrUi are 
v',nilty of biiying and holding Ala>*ieS, I had ^Kuilar deinoiistration ; j 
anti i know personallv pU>erian citizens, . . . . . . sojourners j 
at ('ap^louut, wjio ownwl Hcrvcral idavpi, ** in the (|;oneml utWM>f 
t he but n<iUu iU lcg;d Siuiso na thirds tho trciUlea for the > 

aiippression of tlw riavo-tnulc, a» those slaves wore what are i 
teiiiitsl doint^fUi#llAve8 or Pawiw, and not iiitende<l for foreign | 
shivery/ \V^(ican iu»agl»c the eltlaens of tukin# natives | 

iuU) their omployinent or cate, under bonds jUuiliir to those w hich 
appertain to appronUiwa in our own cButitly, and this njpy be a 
very goiKl arrangeiuont fur lUl partiOZ— pOssiWy an unavoidable ^ 
one in tift tsaao. There may nlsqlbO tuehj a tlilnjt as a Llbtwian 
etti 7 .en elandcstlnely hroakina ttfo law 1^ slavery, w'luch If 
hekl forth ns on arUclo of tlie fundiuheittM ^nstitutum of the 


hokl forth ns on arUclo of the fundiuhoiUM <wnstitiiturn of the 
sufui, Jiwt as theixj are Ilritliih eitlmns broifllng the Iuajti oifainst 
houitddc and (Iniong *mu>:<|Ivch. Till more exact inl»nnatioii 
ro aches us . we shall coi»tim«L to. that siieh and no more is 
iiniiliodWy Cominamler Forbes. 


from point to pointy ^Smugip^lers expected, ‘thoiigliit 
but 1 ^, that cannot bo, foj* the men have jipt ihe coast: i 
ggtar^ dress. Suddenly o^c of the watehers raided hip 
haijdjj to hif RX)nt^^ conduct the sound of hw | 

roi^b 'downwards,* shouted, and received a rc^ly from | 
one of the many mackerel boats which were lying a 
little drf shore, all ready manned, but so still and mo- 
tionless that they seemed aa, if empty. In an instant 
the picif were at tliCii? oafsi,'ahd the large black-looking 
bbat daaked cd!‘ in the directiou indicated, the crew 
pullinn^ with atl tlieir might ^and another ihhitlte oi^ | 

twQthey hacf reached the spot wlrlire a schcKil (probably j 
aeomiptipn of ‘ shoaV) of mackei'el was playing, and j 
w'ere.engagcMl i^<iiropx>ing the seine. Presently another 
shout arose from another quarter of the cliffj and an- 
other boat started off in an opposite direction, with 
«pccd, and I found that the men and boys above 
ongagetl in marking schools, jtheir liosition on the 
be%hts giving*ftiem facilities for so doing not enjoyed 
by those in tbo boats. 1 was for some time at a 
loss to m:ike out bow they kiie\^’ where the fish 
were, but I soon Icanied, and hecame (tuite expert at 
detecting them whtm tho w^ator was still : wlien the sea 
is at all rough, \t is not so easy. IVlien the sUKxjth 
surface of the sea assdmes a black look at some parti- 
cular part, as if a breeze bad just t/)uched its waters, 
w*atch it ivcll, anti even with the naked eye you will 
perceive a sort of rippling movement. This is caused 
by tha motion of tlie mackerel, wliich come up in shoals 
of many thousands, keeping togctlier in a dense imiss, 
and all busy in leaping about after the little fish which 
are its prey. 

I have once or twice x>asscd through one of these 
shoals in a boat, and the effect is then beautiful ; for 
thougli at a distance, and from above, you only see 
tho movement like a cloud on t.ie water, or the light 
rufile of a breeze, wdien close to them you. spe the 
brilliantly -coloured shining fish springing about by 
thousands in ull directions, and glittenng in tho sun- 
shine, as they rise for a moment, and then fall back 
again into the w’avcs below. I once w atelicd in a boat 
the drawing ift of a seTiie, and followed it up to the 
shore. Tlie water w’as so (dear that wx‘ could sec the 
fish, at first unconscious that they w'cre enclosed ki the 
net, and in their usual state; and then as the net 
neared the shore, and they became conscious of their 
niisfortune^ getting into a state of great alarm, and 
plunging and dashing about, in tlie vain effort to disen- 
tangle tliemsclves. I was disapi)ointed, however, to 
find that ^tiiey had not made a good haul ; for though 
there were fish of all sorts and sizes, knd among theiu 
a quantity of fine red mullet, which wi; secured and 
carried home, they had missed the school of mackerel, 
and only enclosed a few of the stray ono.s from the out- 
skirts of the main body. Several of the boa» that«d 
had be(jn observing from the efifl’ have, how^cver, been 
more successful, and 1 w’as amused hy watching the 
drawing of the various seines, as I i^cstcd from time to 
tirne in my progress. ^ Ivvery one who happens to be at 
hand is i)r(«sed into th® service of landing the net. A 
long line of people is formed ait each end of the net, 
and reaching all up the ueat!li, among whfim I have 
often ficsen gentlmjj^ with their coats off tugging 
aw^ay like Thjir eflbrts are regulated and 

made sfitaultfceous by thcii: voices— the same sounds 
heingiused as ill raiaingHl^^^ anchor. -It sometimCvS 
hap^s that four or ft are being drawn at 

oni^ahff the measured sounds rising on from 

Ijelow hate^quitc a musical effbet as they 'readi the 
ear akOrfiy elevited position. Each tndividmd, man, 
woman, and diiltl, who lends jrhaiidy a fish as his 
or her guerdon— that is, of course, are any 

inthu ii^t. But though I have Jieard of 30,000 being 
cndoiKid at one draugltt, it wifrequently hapiieiia 
tlmt the net a?omcs in empty^ Or nearly so, greatly to 



^ disappointment of whaha,vo beeiF reckohitig ^asp. and soon myeclf far down th0 plifT, and sur- 
tlieir gain# ei^j^ i^Udpatiofi. . ^ rouaaod by SiBflndod and romantic a sjjcne as painter’s 

And^npw of the for a time, ibr 107 most iia5mi%i^ye penqjl could pertmy|p-8o very lovely, 

path lies adroa^ that wild bit of road w|j,ere a landa^p ! so dx^amUko in it# that often and otoi I 

of fotnier days Ma rent the aiid formed a* have Idng^ myself atpiiii seated in one of tTiose 

ravnie, down which rushes, in wot weather, and trickles ijwacibUB little and feasting myeyeswith the sweet 
in drier^ tt- little moorland stream, which I ^cio^s b/ 4jc©n6s which there lay before me. ^ 

meaxw of a rustic bridge which spans it, ant! rea^ the Jbi my descent I fbnnd naany varieties of the pea- 
of the heathy hill whicih is tef bring mo to tribes but three among thent were pre-oniinent— the 

Swoon V the highest point^ o^ port of tlffe c^t, bltte-^tpfted , vetch ( Ftcia cmmx) j the elegant little 
'and one of the chief points ^ observation for (Vf/cm Oi/thinica) ; and the wild 

-gnordv The gorsQ (£^/sa?AV®iw^^) lice the ev^irldst^^ {Laihj/rus sylvestrh.) The hr.^t of 

whole stretch of tho^^hill, and a little or &e pivrple 'these, T7cia micc«, is well known j. it is that lovely 
heath begins to mix with it. The furze,, gorse, or purplish blgO yotcdi which tlirows its flexile branches 
M'hin, all i>f which are synonymons M'“nn8, consists of so luxuriantly, forming a graceful and brilliant drape ry 
but two species — XJ. Jiluropama and tne dwarf furze on the hedges^ and climbing on the lower bran flics of 
(JJ. wa'aas)— the latter varying fnxm the former only in ■ the trees, whence its clustering flowers, of a^iost lovely 
being about a half smaller, and blowinik later lilac hue, deinJ^d in. festoons and long wreaths. The 

year. It is a papilionaceous flower, too well known to second, the Vk;/o hythinica, is rare, and exceedingly 
need much description ; for its brilliffft golden hue, elegant. I found it on the right hand a little way down 
and the rich tVagranec, sometliing like the sttiell of the clifl', wlicre it grows in large patches. The flowers 
apricots, which it pours forth on the air,tinake it a are stalked, and genorully solitary, composed of a purple 
general favoimite. The young tops, which slioot after standard (the large upper petal of the live,%dueh form 
the old growth has l)eon bitfnt, arc occasionally eaten the corolla) ; the wings (wdiicli are the two smaller skle- 
by cattle; and the whtde plant, when cut and dried, petals); and the keel (a sort of lioat^ahapcd membciO, 
makes a capital material for lighting Arcs or heating which is formed by the other tw o, lieing white. The 
ovens; but w'O to^hat baker or hgusemaid who ven- stem is about eiglitecn inclu's long, and lies i)roBfrat(' ; 
turcs to liandle it without a good pail of leathern gloves the legumes are efcct ; the leaflets four, iMnce-shaped, 
on! fer most surely, like Duncan, his or her ‘silver and miimtely ]x>intCHl. It is a graceful little flower, 
skin’ will bo ‘laced with her golden blood;* for de8|K»- and very proud w'as I of finding it; hut not nearly so 
rat^v sharp and penetrating itre the spines wherewith i)roud as when, a little farther on, 1 diBoovered the 


it is armed. 


I)roud as when, n little farther on, 1 diBoovered the 
narrow^ -leaved everlasting- pea (7^/%' '*■’ at^lvenirk)^ 


I know nothing finer than the view from the top with its brunehetl tendrils and swoitl- diaixMl leaves, 
of the Beacon Oitf. The stretch of sea from Port- twining over the thickets of rose niid honeysuckle, and 
land to Berry Head before me ; to the riglit the beau- promising a fine sin )vv of blossom. Only a IV av' corollas 


tiful ^i^ e^ Exe, riinuiug by Mainliead and Powdorham 
Castle in its way fi’om the exquisite Wfxided country 


ivere as yet o|>eu; blit I did not fail lo visit the si>ot a 
fortnight later, and secui'e an abundant supply of it. 


tlirougji which it passes on its way to the swi, and The wild anti garden everlasting-pt‘a closely resemble 
all round riie, inland, are undulating hillff--‘ brown with each other; there is the same winged stem, the sann.' 


heath,* and cliflii 


* That overtop the sea, 

Covered by sea-gulls, ships, and iltlffs, 
That seem intent to bo • 

Each on its separate track of life, 

And each a mystery ! * 


arrangement of blossom ; anil the thkI is fsirnihir, us i.s 
the tendril : the blossoms wm snudfer, of a deeper aivi 
duller roiio colour, but viirLegutcd in the same w;iy with 
bine iijid green; and the p^ltnls, like those of tiio ciihi- 
vatixl species, lose their criineoii (“iitiroly before lliey 
drop On and yield b) tlayjod. • 

The heat on the fac:o orTfih southern clilT is inton«o, 


between tie thick^s anfl^ihe wavel which sparkle at itr iind again set forward. on I rushed, my eye fix(*d on 
c lge. There is a UUle trickliug^lljl^ Of water, too* the iJadaiiaric wh was to guide me in my approncl;, 

winch courses down the add# imA in an instant I«founf1 myself to njy ankles in a 

me and beauty to the scene as it tnflio sunlight, de^p tifusliy mire, the startling coldness ^ wddcli recalh d 

But amidst aU this b<;aut3?5 tlww 0 i i# onn^C^^ me from my tit of cnthiisiaam* 

cgpemaUy attract my eye; What was to Ik; clone? The stfeam Tmju which I 

below me,, and in (me of the had refeesbed ni3^af J0c>wed through a strip of bog, 

tiucket: It ^ supencfrin lieigb|4p^ ham#, iii^d, but ^ngh to sorely perplex me, for 

I^s(mts a ncUcr glow of c^p AimA was VC17 deOp ^ block, and it hiy iUrectly 

to be the and the w^however, by a roundabout 

^ ^*3?^**# W uoforso way,^afc last efO|^ iH^r l^ut now 1 had lost sightv>f ^ 
let mysrif down nor ■ ci^d ' i gU^' ■ whkli ^ay to steer. 

ra»4biBt:^i“ougli. the mos t tangle d 
of ' the * bosky ■:i)oiunie/ ■ , 


' The heat on the face ontflis Southern cl i IT is inton«o, 
But oiic of its jpoatest charms at this moment is, that what little air there is lasing wholly w'iird('(I off by t!:e 
it is nciirthc point at wliich I descend to the thickets ; huge roc.^ks whi<di encircle the little cliff iu whu li the 
so, leaving tlie higher ground, I go down a stt^p bit of thickets lie; si that not a hreath visits me, and my 
rock, on which, later iti tlio year, 1 shall findVthe ele- courage begins to flag, and a belief in the stories lliat I 
gant and rare little atoni^Grop (Sediim Anylicutif) spread- have heerd of this dirt* being a mufct(ir-i)lace*h)r mulii- 
ing its pink an# w'hite stars to the sunbeluns.; and tudes of vipers begin .s to grow on me, so that misgivingg 
crossing two sloping fields, llnd myself at the scene of as to the prudence of liuving undertaken the adventure 
action, and stop a moment before 1 iwss through the arise to my mind. But there is the great rose-tree in 
gap in the licdgc, and drop down the steep path, to gaze view, and ‘nothing venture tu> thing have’ is a triu' 
(jsj the wealth of flowers before me. Thickets festooned proverb ; so I sit down in a shady Bpot, and taking ofl' 
with blue vemha ( Fi croccu), clcniatli (<7/e{poh*x vitelXm), my bmuiet aiul handkerchief, refresh rivy heated luimls 
or old raan*8 board, as it is caUed Irc^ tho white wig- by laving tbrin in a little ik)o 1 frorn the rivulet of whieli 
likp appeatm^ ij assutties when in roiw aiSd I hare spoken. And then ns my body cooled so my 
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by me; and well was it wortliy of tlio effort t had made 
to reach it. Tlya urnisual colour of tli® hm first 
attracted me, bu|. the wor^ now my wonder and 
doligiit. Prom every leaflet, as well as iVom the leaf- 
stalks,' hung long silvery hairs ; indeed it was so 
thickly coated with down in part that I fencied some*[ 
of the,, fibres of the cotton-grass must have lodged om 
it; but none grew near, and I found on examination 
that they wore the veritable growth of the tree itself. 
Tfien on gathering a branch, such a delicious i^our 
was tlirowii out from it that I at once decide*, thOugh 
(‘n’oneously, that it was some kind of swdl't-brigr. 
I'lii? sec.'nt Avas quite of that character, ind as powerful 
as tliat of any garden sweet-brier. It harkevidently a 
running root, for many oflsets had sprupg up around, 
rivalling the parent tree in beauty ami vigour — the 
loading shdVts of all rising high, {iiid urching somewhat 
at^tho upper part, and all armed with gharp amWnany 
prlekles; those on the lower parts of the stem a little 
lioolfed, which tore my hands sadly, reminding me 
strongly of the inseparable union of pain with pleasure. 

Rut onl^ in the fair primeval time, 

Without its piercing fence of bristly thorns, 

'fhe crimson rose its tender petals spread, 

'rben to the beauty of tlie lovely flower 

Sharp spines wore added, that our pains might still 

("lose to our pleasures lurk ; and to our minds 

Recall the memory of that former sin 

Fioin which (ah, well deserving!) \^i8 condemned 

I'he earth to bring forth nettles, tlionia, and briers. 

Sp spoakff Torquato Tasso in his quaint but interesting 
little book, ‘ l.e sette Giornatedel ^Mondo Creato.’ 

Chic cliaracieristic mark of iny rose was the excced- 
ingl}^ hiistl\ edyx and flower -stalk, and another its 
doubly-scrraled le.’ivos. I presented it on my return to 
a friend w!uj an emiueut lH)tainst, and she being 
licrseif u rial do to decide on it, sent it to t.wo or three of 
the first liotjvuists in Devonshire without success. 1 was, 
however, afterwards told ^y a botanical friend, that it 
was tliCMlowny-leavcd rosa(7i’oha tmnentosu): probably 
it was a varUdy of that specie^ ; but the tribe of wild 
re.svs is so varied and diflicult tliat few will undertake, 
to pronounce deeidrdiy (/ii tlu*m. The pretty Hiomiet- 
, leaved rose’(^/'^so .‘^jii/ntjnpma)^ with its lemon-tinted 
jiclals, and mild, smilblike iW;niuce, is to be foimd in 
a similar loialiry on the clifls of Babbincombe, near 
Torquay ; lull 1 never found it at Salterton, though I 
sliould think it very likely to be good iuj some parts of 
tbosf' tliickets. I bad certainly had a most successful 
da>'*s sjMU't ; aial no sjiortsman ever bagged liis game 
v iih nau'e self- ?ati.sfiictiou tlian I. I packed up my 
ro.se, and my Tula Itj/thuiica^^md my specimen of 
biUrvrus. It was quite enough to compensate for all 
my itcat arul fatigue, as well as for my plunge into t’‘o 
mud ; and even the vipers were quitvr forgotten. But 
my thiy’s exploits Avero not yet all acliieved. On my 
way buck 1 found the graiidv^st specimens the spotted 
pahnata orchis (0, maruhut) studding the strip of 
l*og by the side of the riAmlet, .ami mixexj with it 
IxaiutiiVil and al)undant spotted spikes of tho marsh' 
horseliiil (Jupt.ketam. paiu,<fm),ln fruit; and tlien, in a 
thicket a little fiirther up, I alighted on a tuft of tho 
pyTamidal orclds {tk p^/niimdaiM')^ its conical clusters 
ut' crimson blossom rikhigou tail*footstalks a^A^e Uie 
t;inglf;il A cgetntiou around, and pouring out a stream of 
sweetness, alas 1 it is a true thougU a trite Key- 
ing, that ‘Jimr downhill patti is ever qasiov than the 
uphill ;* una so I Ibiind it noAv ; .and i would not advise 
any dolicate person to iuA^ade tUeJt' fioiitudos,#for it 
is indml an arduous tmiilf^takiiig ; and it was witli 
much tliankBilncsft that 1 ‘found myself safely landed 
on tho top, and thrcAv myself at lengtH on thej^een- 
swnrd, to rcv-oyerJjix^ath and the Ujjig walk 

whldi yot lay l)efore mt^ But things ai'e gemirally 
in T^ty. The cool and 


genial air w4iich, denied to tl^e lo^er around,’ was abufi^ 
dantly wjafting 'Over tlie hill, and laden Ajith»all eweeP* 
and pure odours from the heatli flowers, soon refreshed 
me ; and thgal from time to time f met a friena who, 
Ute myself, loved to liRger on tho hill, *and observe 
tlM» exquisite hues of the amber and roRc-tinted clouds 
tvliich now hyng on pale green of the evening sky, 
and were inflected on the expanse of sea, where the 
mackerel boats sttll lingered, and where now many 
littl^ Mry-like pleasure-boats were Hitting about in 
gay profasioii-^a little rest and chat on such occasions 
much''reUeved'the fatigue J felt, and sent me on my; 
homev^ard Jath with renewed vigour. Then another 
variety* of the pea -tribe awaited mo at one of my 
resting-places^tke pretty yellow lady’s Anger (^Anihylli 
valmrarui) whicli grows in dry imsturcs near the sea. 
This votcli has pinnated leaves, hairy underneath, with 
leaflet, and bciars dense licads of yellow . 
votf shaped flowers ; the heads growing in pairs 
abi$iit a foot Ifl^h, The blo.saome, iUough generally 
yellow, are sometimes red or eream-colourcd. The 
calyx and |he flower-stalk are. hairy, as are the large 
bracteis. Devonshire, Wales, and the south of Ire- 
land seem to be its most usual localities, and some spe- 
cimens of it formed a valuable addition to my already 
ricli collection. * 

But oven Avith all these pleasant ^hings to allure me . 
oil my way, I was tired, arid my spirits flagged long 
before I reached my home, so tliat I was glad to throw 
myself on the sympathy of a flower -loving friend, 
whom I found lingering on one of tlie seats half-^\aiy 
up ibe broad cliff, and to beguile the Avoary way Avith 
some chat. . Exultingly did I display my treasures, and 
greatly did I find a little pleasant companionsbip aid 
mo in conquering tlie rest of my joiiriv:y ; and not a 
little glad was .1 then, as 1 have often been since, that I 
lived not when 

‘ The hardy chief upon the rugged rock ^ 

Washed by the sea, or on the gravelly bank 
ThroAvn up by AA'intry torrents roarin'g loud, 

FearlesD of wrong, reposed Uis A\^eary strength,* 

but rather Avhofi I could enjoy that ‘ bliss reserved for 
happier dj?y — the soft recumbency of outstretched 
limbs;* and truly I was glad that night to join llio 
bard of Oliiey in his lay, and ‘sing the sofa.’ 

EXTINCTION OF FIKE IN COAL-:iTINES. 

SiUENCE lias seldom been more .usefully applied to 
ordinary purposes than in the recent remarkable case 
of fire-extinction in a Scottish coal-mkie. An account 
of the case having appeared in various newspapers, we 
need do no more than refer to its more prominent 
features. A coal-miuo of large extent, seven miles 
from Stirling, belonging to the Earl of Munslhihl, lird 
accidentally bceii set on fire about thirty years ago. 
The conflagration, vvliich rage<l over twenty- six acres, 
was with difficulty kept from spreading by means of a 
sunoiunding wall, which was built at *a, cost of L.16,000. 
This Avail was maintalmi»d at an expense of about E.200 
per annum, and Alierc was always a danger of tlie fire 
gettiug, by some accident, *6 liSh as a fall of the roof,^ 
l)i'yond iU bouuds^uid epreiuliug into extensive coal- 
fields below. .^iM^morts te extinguish- the fire having 
proved abortfVe, tho proprietor called in the aid of Mr 
tioldsyorthy Giirnejq the kivontor of tlie Bade light, 
anrf jjlll knoAvn for lus scientific aequiremeut^ 
Gurney’s plan of procedure was 
simple : it gonsisted in choking the fire witli air do- 
)>rivc4#f its vital principle---oxy gen, at the 

field of operation with all Aiitable and 

appliances, he erected a furnace with boiler to gene- 
rate steam, near the mouth of a leading down td 
the hiui^ug waste. With th« iKfiler ^as connect^ 
an sixty small coni 
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I U*e hlffhrju^ss\j^re steia^^ end M it. This lind ^xtMed/orer fourteen acres, but is now undcr- 

j^t was’ ^Uce4 at the proper J3oing ex^in^tio^ by the same process, with every 

c\din^ of foot in diahieter, and uine prbapoot pf siicscess.’ , c • * t 

inches in was the pt^ssage between — v . — — r — — — 

a cokpfi^^ iJjtid B iss I GIVING. " 

arranpxl that eUher 

air frpji|itae futTiace could bo blown dowJft ilic »U«W af « ‘ ^ • W&n God ofreHlgning ! ’ 

plaato^-Sv^Everythiiig^^^M^ prepared, ^ mm of • CmiDJiK*. that Uy their prftty garlanrlB l.y 
: the shaft ws covered With iron plaths and clayed over, Mbst UhOTriuely, yet 

; vBo ils to render it ajr- tight, and the chpko- damp ^as SaHors, ]tihat when th* o*erladen shin lies still, 

turned on. Tlwit cxtinguisl^mg gas waa madefy pass- CASt uTit her precious .freight with veiled eye, 

. iiig tho atmosphoric air th|^ugh the fire \n the ^ e Riches for life exchanging polornnly, 
furnace*, which deprtvSd it erf all its oxygen, or nithor X,o&t they shduld never reach the wished-for shore: 
the oxygen combittefl i^dth the carbon of the coke, and Thus we,^h Infinite! stand Thee before, 

formed darboniO acid, w^hich gas, in feature with the And li^y dWn at Thy feet, without one sigh, 

nitrogen left, was forced through the furnuee, along the Kach aner^cach, our loV(fiy things and rarp“- 

iron cylinder, down the shaft, and into the burning" Our Olose heart-jewels and our garlands fi)tr. 

waste; the quantity of coke consumed being a suffi^^ Pethaps Thoq, kmnvest that the flowers would die, 

cicntly accurate, moasui'c of the qiionti^ of air passetl. And the long-tpyaged hoards be found all dust; 

After blowing in about 000, OOtf^cubio feet of So t^o them, while unchanged. To Thee wo trunt 

choke-damp, it was found thtat the pit must lx* full of incorruptible treasure j— Thou art just! 

this extiuguishlug air ; for it whs discovered to be - — — — ^ Y 

flowing out at the mouth of an upcast shaft, nnd'Tiin- panama. 

niug along the ground. It thus ran along the ground, A few wrecks ago wc gave a short account of .i jmir- 
froni being heaviei* flian comnio^ air. A liglit held in ncy made across the Isthmus of ranama, terminating 
it was extingirished. The mine was kept full of the at Chagres, on the Gulf of Mexico; and occasion was 
choke-damp for thipc weeks ; and it^ing then judged taken to Shew the superiority of this line over every 
that the fire must bo pretty w^ell out, a stream of cold other for ivady communication bc^tween the Atlantic 
spray, reacmlding a thick Scottish mist, driven and racflic. We are glad to see, from the cormniini- 
down the shaft by the force of the steam -jet. This cations of a «>rre?iK)ndt‘^it of the ‘ Atlieiiit um,’ that the 
pro^gss Mr Gurney thought very important, as he con- route above indicated is in the course of lu ing adopted 
flidered the difliculty of cooling the immense magazine for a railw^ay, and thift the line is m tually preparing, 
of heat after the fire was extinguished, to prevent It is stated that the American company wlio luive 
reignition on the admission of fresh air, to be the ; entered on the undertaking have (dioseii Navy liny, 
most uncertain jiart of the whole experiment. Tliat he j near Chagres, for a terminus, in consccuicnce of its 
could extinguish tf»e fire lie laid no doubt whiitercr, but ! preferable Imrbour. In going up tVie Cliagres River, 
to cool down the waste agam.st the exiBtiiig conditions j this writer mentions that tlic opcTiitions are visible at 
of noorconduction and nou-radUitibn he considored fax j the distance of five nples. ‘It was intercsling and 
more djflicult. stirring,’ he says, ‘ to turn a reach of the wild solitary 


* Poar boart i ivhat bitter words we speak 

... God h»si0n{ng ! ’ ■ ' ' r . 

that lay thew pr^fty garlands by 
Uiigcriugly, yot irith a patient will: 

SaHors, ^at when th* o*erladen ship lies still, 

Ci^t her precious .freight with veiled eye, 

eRiches for life exchanging solemnly, 

IjO&t they sliduld never reach the wished-for shore: 
Thus we,*^h Infinite! stand Thee before, 


And lay d<>wn at Thy feet, without one sigh, 

Kach auer^cach, our lovdiy things and rare — 

Our dose heart-jewels and our garlands fiftr. 
Pethaps Thoq, knewest that the flowers would die, 
And the long-toyaged hoards be found all dust; 


And the long-tpyaged hoards be found all dust; 

So take them, while unchnngfid. To Thee wo tim*t 
For incorruptible treasure; — Thou art just! 


more djflicult. 

Mr Rdw iird (kiyley of Westminster, M'ho assisted in 


stirring,’ he says, ‘ to turn a reach of the wild solitary 
river, with dense forests onseach side, and stn* all .tt 


the operation, proceeds to say, in liis published account, , <mce the red embankment ofeartii, the trucks running 
that ‘ when the temperature of the niiue yfas sufficiently | along ftill and empty, while workincn witli spadt"! ^uid 
reduced, as indicated by tlie thermomt tOr, st^us to leave Mhtxdbarrows, and a little *stoainer lying alongside 
no fear of rc'ignition, fresh air was blown in by the cutting with implements and rails lumbering her dee k.’ 
spray-jet, so as to pass through the mine charged with intelligent writer, jrbose lette rs i if the ‘ Athen- 

watcr, in order to tioolit enough to allow of its being acum,’ April 20 and May ^Twe reeonimend for perusal, 
entererl. After a time the action of tlie jet was reversed, is decidt?<l in his opinion, from jiersoiifil obse rvation, 
a nd the .air diwn through. the mine in a lluit ^>0 route selected is the best. The line of rail - 

tioii, so drawing out the Sir we had blown in cbargetl ^^ay is to be ojf*n fiir traffic In two years ; at the end of 
with mist; and we continued drawing out mist or which perW, by nuans of this juKrollierchaiuuls now 
yapbar for several days, tdiich shewed that it had filled in progress, a flood of communication will bcljoured in 
ercTy part of th# wjistO, and had remnlneti susixjndetl. ihb dirtretion to and from the Tacific.^ The gn nt line 
The temiierature of the mr that was drawn out gradu- of transit for pa»oeng<firs and mails to Australia .and 
ally decreased at the rate of about six dcgia*^ a day. N'cw Zealand, China and adjacent regions, will be by 
After about one month’s operations, the th)f?nctot-shafti Panama; and a* «t^‘am will Ixi largely emj)h)yed, it is 
un^vertxl and descended, and fotiiid io 1x5 of a tern- pleasing to know that there will be no lack of fuel at 
porature of Q8 degrees. The w'aste was examined by cither end of the Unc. 

Mr Mather, who reported that falls had taken place BO * — - 

as to leave no pa^ge to enable us to go any distance jiinik>o hegoab. 

into it. A shaft was then sttide jptb the middle of We knew a beggar who had a houBo his own 

burning waste at the point w'hc^e the fira Vas siippowd property, and. ifipported tw families by his profession, 
to have been most flerA* at ^he comiffecueeinent biir stm two otheri who wcro#uoiicy-lendcrs, and in both the 
'or>eratibns.* Tlie itxif wlff here &nifid linesbarrlc^^ii a prosperous business. All these three 

that it was impossible to enter#* TSi(^Jre> iioive^er,^ waa persoYis ware^blinil, and took up b^ging as a way of,gain- 
extinct. Several bpre-hoks imTe be^ the their livJslihood, jwst as others do weaving or carpen- 

waste at different pomts, im^no fire can TOdisopvcred ; tering, or any other tnide. They .werts l^)ked on by all 


Ayrshire lost in half an hottf i;t200 a year by PuWi^ W W ^ fLGHaMsms, 
l.i» pit*, 



Aeaseam in which it : 

desftpyed the wood'<M:thf :#f«|fi^^ 


and this mighty vedcano ia d^inct. , . a thrir neifibbours as most respocta meA^s of society, 

‘The vast amouift of t>roperty endangered ^yhii 8 and hone the wc associate witll^he idea of 
ease of te valuta o#i^r L.200,W); and miuper eTOt* ente^^^ / " * 

of the occurrence of these ki^s of occidgnta, gtvo^B « uifire rospecfcabl 
public to this ^ It is M Wo* that keep# a sj^op or ^1% 

propMetor of the Ilalquarren coal* ^ 


iHiuper eToi' enter^^ their minds. A BrMtUian who begs 
Is enn^em a nm<% uAre respectable eharaeier thari one 


uliliAhd by W. ^ vL CnaitsRRSi High Street, Kdlnburgh. Also 

N. riiAiliieks, i4We»t Niiefltroet, Olossow; 

HiRV Anea Comor,. hendA; J. 00 

fiockviUo aueet, Pkihlln.<r-Fr|ii^ by W. 4 It. C najiaaaw * 
'£diuburgh. ■ 
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iliffeijences of clniriietcr naturally exist even 
in <*11^11 of tj^i^same parents, reared under the same 
infliieiiecs. ^Ve eovild only arrive, in short, at an aj)- 


eoinnioiily said to be ttrlijicial ; but this, we susp^t, is proximation. 

a luisappliea^on of the term. Jfthe present state of A specimen of this kind does actually exist. Many 
sotriety be a natural d(;veloi)mcnt of powers and ten- years ago we described to our readers the case of the 
deneies inherent in humaii nature, it is as natural as tlie interesting pupil of the Massacliusetts Institution, 
eonditiou of savagery itself. It would Ix' as proi>er to say Laura Pridgman, ‘ for whom the sun has no light, the 
that thcf cliihl is a prodiiclioii of nature ami llie man a air no sound, the ligwers no colour and no smell,’ and 


prodnetion of art, wlicn the fact is,*that tlie one is tlic 
natural extmision or moturisation of the other. A more 
just view regards tlio savage as a ^uman being in i\ rudi- 
mentary, and tlie eivilisod man a>^o!ie in a compara- 
tively complete or perfect state. I'lie true peculiarity 
of tlu.“ latter is, that, hy social combiiiation, by checking 
here and cxpaia’ing tlx'iv, by looking to the past and 


wlio of course is likewise destitute of speecli. ' Sim is 
now recalled to our memory by being made the sulyect 
of a philosophical iiiquiry ; and altlioiigli this is confined 
to tile rudiments of language traced in her vocal .souiftls, 
tlie paper* leads the thoughtful mind into a variety 
of oilier channels suggested but not explored hy the 
author. Of these we sluill presently notice one or two 


future as well as the present, he etlectvS results far of the most interesting; but in llic first place we 
beyond wliat ti suv age nian c*ui even attempt ; retail shall describe in a few words the theoiy of language 
lit' dtM s in thi.^ way he does under iinimlscs inherent in he advocates. * • 


his nature, and the doings of thvi barbarian are in no 
respect dilieront. • 


The first elen^ont of all phonetic language is the in- 
terjection. Every emotion, by quitrkening the respira- 


Jt is the province of bistoiV to* unveil the proct'ss l>y tion, causes an oppression of tlie chest *, and this seeks 
whicli nature works upwards in the development f)f relief in a way flint gives birth to our sighs, hiujflvtcr, 


the human rat'c ; hut the historian usually views his 
suhjeet, so to ak, ivitli civilised eyes, and thus, iii 
estimating eharaeters and actions, employs a criterion 
< aleulaie<l onlv to confuse and misicad. Even in the 


moaning, an 3 the oxclaniatiou oi“ ah ! ch ! ,oh 1 'which 
gradually become alas ! helas ! ototoi! ikw in diHercnt 
languages. Laura Jlridgmnii, from wdiom most of Mr 
Lieber’s illustrations an^ taken — since, being blind, 


.spectacle m>w passing before us, in th^‘ Ikieifie, of deaf, and dumb, she could at first have no other teacher 
savage.s gu'owing x isihly into civili.sed , men, we find no than iuiture--ivas aceu-stomed to (‘xpress great wonder 
materials forjudging of the ordinary process of nature, hv the sound llo-o-ph-pli ! 'and the actor of broad 
'I'lie Sandw ich Islands, which wen* discovered little f^rre accumpvanies his assumption t)f itupid surprise 
more tlian threes?{)re- and- ten ytars ago— the life of with the same exclamation.’ Such sounds, expressing 
an individual— are iuav govenied hy u coustittitional any kind of einotit)n, arc as natural to us as growing 


ss)\ creign. w itli a Imusc of nobles and a hou.se of repre- 
sentatives ; and the grand -daughter^ of those interest- 


pale or wringing the haiitls ; and they come even from 
refined and educatetl men w ith the passion antrspon-* 


ing savage.s wdio swam out to meet theig European tanei I y of poor l.aura’s uncouth cries. When urged 


visittirs, are ilcserihed as elegantly dres.sed and Imlyiike 
women, sitting in their boudoirs at liaiid.sonic 'writing- 
tables, with the (josi)el before tluan, printed in their 


by her teacher to restrain these disagreeable sounds, she 
replied in ex|K>stulation : ‘ But T liave very nuicli voice 
— (rod gave me mud? nioice although afterwards, 


I own |;mgmig<‘. Sueli is ohviousj^^ tlie resuU of forcing, when she felt an ifresistihle^iim)«lse, she shut herself 
I not of natural growth. • Surrounded, Voaxed, gi-appled up in her closet, and indulged 'fll a surfeit of sounds 
! hv Europetm policy, \as tjiis hnnilde pen has elsewhere »>r when decidy unrestrained weeping. 

; .-^aid, Mho little barbarian state was Til a perfect hotlxHl Laur.n, althoiigiL^oheilient, feutle, modest, and affcc- 
of civilisation, uul grew like a mushroom lieddcd iii tihnate, is so imiiCrfectly orgjmised that slie is unable 
manure.’ Buy^an indivitlual specimen of humanity h' herir^er own voice, or to taste her oAvn tears ! 
etmld be foufJd, perfect in mind, yet so organised as niay hero, that the ordinary nod liir aflirina^on and 
to he ineupahic of invitation, and^tlnfis shut up a shake of tjve hjad for negation arc Tis natural to as 
great extent in a w orhl of its mlglit we not ohtain thfc soiiink in which she revels. ^ ~ 

a view of at least the rudiml^ts of wliat we call • Mr LielKT’s swond class is thc^imitati^ WOnW^uck 
nature? Still these, it must he confes|pd, would only ' 'V'"' 

1 ^ 1- ^ i. .i’ * A Paper On tho Vpcal Souudy of Liiinift Bm|aiiiin, tUo Rlincii ; 

Iw the rudimcnls ot henig^ in our ]^ts at Boston ; coinpansd wiik 

dcv<;|^oplBj gtvt ; and in cstpjpating them it would be By F Jticia Uober. of tho : 

■ : neecssarj" iWNiJie allowance f\>p the:iket, that (‘oi^ 

... — * - •■ ■■ — 



0 at of the interjection 
there adacs ^ tihx^^Buch as the words formed irom tlie 
e^mip* exhalation of /, by wliich all men ei- 

■ press disgujt or Contempt. >;^'liis ppniM ‘'becomes fie, 
}ie?i (to hat 4 in I^ow German), fiend, pooh, It^ 

must be -observed that ev§n imitative words 
, not the saihe in all languages, but dffl^r w^‘ording 
t 6 the genius of the people—- the J’reuch, for instance, 
giving the sound of the drum hy rataplan ; cthe Ger- 
; mans by bruniberura; and the English rubiidub. 

The fourth class proceeds ' from the limitative words— 
* as, for instance, ip ^he cifee of the English word »l3% 
which, although iii means cunning, is derived from the 
root of the word sliding. Another olass resembles the 
interjectional. Plash is given as an (^cample, express- 
ing rapidity as well as brightness. Another class is 
illustrated by the English Svord mum ! the inteijection 
for silence, itself said to be founded on^another inter- 
jection. * When address erroucaurly a deaf-mute, 

or a person unable to hear and* speak, and he desires to 
make ns understand that he cannot speak, he com- 
presses his lips and breathes strongly agaii^st the palate 
(so decidedly does thought or feeling animate the or- 
gans of respiration, and so phonetic or -sound-sending 
is the nature of man.) This produces a humming 
sound — um or tnum,* Hero we think oiir autlior is not 
80 hapj^ as usual. The iiitorjccti<S^i», mum! for silence, 
is obviously the sound produced when the fiow of words 
is suddenly checked. Ma, or mama for mother, is found 
in ^pearly all languages, and is the first articulate cry 
of the child produced by the alternate opening and 
closing of the lips upon the simplest of all vowel 
sounds, a (pronounced as in ha.) 

* All other words are probably formed by composi- 
tion, contraction, expansion, repeated transformation, 
and certain changes wiiicli gradually come <o designate 

1 a gt^,icTal or jHicnHar relationslnjj subsisting between 

1 certain ideas, or between the forms of words themselves 

1 in a purely grammatical point of view, the whole being 
j essentially affected by tlic peculiar formative spirit 

1 with wbicVi a tribe shapes its words — whether, for in- 
; stanee, it is analytical ; whether rponosyllabic, as with 
! the Chinese ; or liolophrastic, as "^vith the American 
Jndiiins. 'While these changes arc going on vvith the 
formed words, their meaning alters’ according to the j 
endless association of ideas, real or imagined alfinities, 
the gradual expansiou of the mind, the constant gene- 
ralisation and abstraction, or a retrogressive degeneracy ; 
and many other causes, mental and physical. It wiU 
liave been observed tliat I have sjioken only of the 
origin of wordt. and of their phonetic formation. The 
meaning which they acquire constitutes a. different 
subject, wliich demands attention to all the laws of 
psychology— of the gradual ixrogress of civilisation — 
cto the* laws of intellectual and plylologicul degeneracy 
(for this has its laws, like all disintegration or corryii)- 
tion), to the changes of history — and, ifi short, to all 
the altering conditions and relatioiw which take place 
within, under, and around man, individually and col- 
lectively, by tribes and iiatismt, by concentration and 
tribal separation, b$r mixture, fusion, and by emigra- 
tion— i if i)oli tics, reljgtdn,*tho arts, and every advance- 
ment and debasement.’ 

Such is the theory of langu^i^l|hlch Mr Eiel^r 
studied in the hardly ^ afticulate sotfiids of a Wng 
without the fisculty c5F Speech, and destitutCr of three 
out^f the five senses I * By the sense of toiMf* alone 
is Laura capably of‘ holding any comraunieatiod with 
the external wQidd, Aid lier innak peixiepyons, therefore^ 
form a most interesting subject for inquiry refifec- 

tion. In her we see She human mind in what may b<^ 
to resemble the interjectional «tato of language, 

^ to find that much of what we 

have been accu,«^tomecl to consider artificial in ourselves 
belongs in Vedlity to nature. r 

A&af-mute comhUinicates* by nieims of oeular signs, 
which have no phonetic value for him; but Laura, 
being blind as well as mutoxand deaf, traces her words 

I on the palm of the* hand of those she converses with. 

It seenfs hardly credible that her teacher, Dr Howe, 
could have triumixhed over auch extraordinary dilTicul- 
ties*''; but Laura does not meijily convtTsc in this man- , 
ner— she "W^rites letters to her friends, correct both in 
and comixosition. Nature, liowcvcr, was Ixer 
nr$t teacher, and in licr language wc recognise our 
own. ‘ When Laura is astonislied or amazed, she 
rounds anS protrudes ber lips, opens tbein, breathes 
strongly, spreads her arms, and turns her hands wdtli 
extended fingers upw'nrd.s, just as we do a hen wonder- 
ing at something very nnconnnon. I li;iv«? seen her 
biting her lips'Vith an upward contraction of the facial 
muscles when roguishly listening at the account of some 
ludicrous mishap, precisely as- lively persons among us 
would do.’ These phenomena she could never have 
seen or felt by the touch ; tlu-y arc thcrefjcxre not imi- 
tative but inaiinctive. In like manner, when speak- ' 
ing of any one, she x^^^bits to the spot where she had 
last conversed Avith him, ns if ho was iIktc before bor 
mind’s lye. ‘ When I.aura (»ncc spoke to me of her 
own crying, when n little child, sbo accompanied her 
words with a long face, drawing lier fingers down tlie 
face, indicating the copious fiow' of tears; and Avljen, 
.on New-Year’s Day oi' 18-M, she wir-lied in lier mind a 
liappy new year to her Ixenefactor Dr How’e, then in 
Europe, she inA'oluntariJy turned toxvard the east, and. 
made Aviib. both her (xutstretched arms a Avjiving and 
bk*s.sing motion.’ These motions are rdi spontaneous, 
like .an exprCHsion passing unconsciously over the tace. 
She has no ixiirposc hi making them, for she does not 
know' what sight is, and does not know that tliey can 
be observed and interpreted by others. 

Laura blushes and weeps, ln\jghs and smilciN and 
stampB upon the ground iii a transport of joy . ‘ \\ heu 

I read ^'our last lei.tei'® to j!jer, sht' hiughed and clapped 
her bands.' When she it, merry, she' often sings ; and ! 
when slie says a humorous tiling, she is not satisfied I 
if the person addresM'd does not laug^/ lieartily. Slie i 
once dreamed ‘that had taki-n away Iter In-cath \ 

itoheavtm’ — a common conception of tlie iiuman t;oul, ; 
bi'cath and spirit lioing synonymous in many Ian- | 
guages. ^ . . I 

Wo come now. to laiura’s innate modesty, delicacy, ! 
or scust? of what is i*ommonly culled propriety. I'he. i 
fact of such a feeling existing in her proves that it ia ; 
natural, although it jdocs not neccei...irily follow that il | 
is primitiA'c. There arc many savage trihea that ar^i ; 
disgusting in their habits, ami finv if ;iny tliat are 
plcM.sing,* but the natun* of a human being Avould ! 
.smn to change in «ew developments, like the iKTfMmo t 
of a floAvew If Laura had been the chiW of savages, 
delicacy Aioiild not iwrhaps have been one of lier clia- 
rac’teri sties. 

Her general gfKidness, amiability, and gc'norosity arc 
likevrise natural in the present stage of being, and 
do not, we tbiiife, IxSong to her merely as an indi- 
vidual. The baseness of civilised man does not cimu* i 
fnim nature but j)’oiu clrcaKistanco. In our wakin,g 
dreams* wben the mind is abstracted from the nctnally- 
existing world, none of us are bndrWearo all chari- 
table, generous, andlugh-minded; andevwi the deadliest 
reveage we act in imagination has a^ eharacdor of 
juslicts hoAvcvei w’iM and This is our nulmv, 

however different it maj^seem Avhen aa'c are in contact 
Avith the clA'Utniitanees ik)f life. There tUei^ agitation 
art! unequal .pressure overturn the equilibrium of our 
nqiinds, out lxa <9 qualifies assume the ascendancy? and 
dtm ifctiotis Mie oiir ' thot^^ S^ueli a process could 

not have taken place with>Laura. Thl 8 j|J)i#Ct ofi the 
most uniform and tender solieitu^Of nSs never been 



roused from her dream. Her mind in its state of j 
nature, where she brgathes and. feels only Jhilitmosphere 
of love. Her tboUghts no iifiurios tT» dwell upon, 
hut are full of benefactions. ‘Laura $aid to me, in 
answer to a quWion why^lie uttered a certain sound l 
rather than spelled the name: I* think of Janet’s,, 
noise ; many times when 1 think how she give me gopd 
things, I do not think tij spell her name.” And at 
anx^lier time, hearing li^r in the next room make**the 
peculiar sound for Janet, 1 hastened to hcr*a®d Iske4 
her why she made it. She Baid,-“ Because 1 tlrtnk*how 
she do love me much ; and I love her imjcli.”* * 

If Ijaura was not naturally araiahle, instwid of these 
l)(*autiful and grateful feelings, lier solitude would he 
disturbed by envy or acquisitiveness. I^t it not he 
supposed, li(|wcver, that this amiability partakes in the 
eliglitest degree of weakness ; Laur.a, on the contrary, 
has much character, and lu'r love of pd^ver and strong 
\rill ^rc only controlled hy ]u?r sense of right. This 
helpless being requires to know ?/■% she should do such 
a thing, and it is not till she is satisfied with the fepha- 
nation that die obeys. Laurii, moreover, is inclined to 
vanitj", and to the use of gi’andiloquent expressions; hut 
lier teaeliors, who did not educate her as a philosophical 
experiment, but for her own sake, have taken care to 
keep out; of her way everytliing that could strengthen 
lier foibles. 

We have now to mention a curious and ii-hsrcsting 
eir^imstaiicc connected w ith this imperfecth -organised 
hciiig: it is her a(‘sthctical feeliifg and sense of beauty. 
In former articles on thi.s sulrjec’t.we endeavoured to 
explain .Mr Hay's theory, in w'hich he .appears to 
demonst rjitc that in naiure then' is a science of beauty^ 
as well ii.*< of inu-iic. both being based on geometrical > 
priru'iplcs. I'he .song of birds, and every other beauti- I 
fill Sfiiuid in nature, arc composed on tliese principles ; 
and .so Ukew i«v’ is tlu' Venusi de Medici and every other 
hcauntni object. Laura is a powerful evidence on this 
question. IShe cannot see; she is not seduced by 
colour or C'.>:pro.ssion into cfdling that beauty which is 
merely lovi'soineness ; form ^ the only thing of wdiicli | 
her senses can take eognisanie ; and of symmetry she 
judge.s -witli a severe and classical taste, '^fhe percep- 
tion of lieauty, therefore, is innate like the perception of 
harmony; and the blind, deaf, Rliwii dumb, wlm can form 
no conception of the hiiisli that mantles on the cheek, i 
or of th(^ expression of the plastic lip or kindling eye, 
may he thrilh'd with the Vieauty of form.^ T.«et us add 
that l,(aurn’s sense of beauty is wliolly distinct from 
her sense (ifi lovesomeness. She is iierfeetly capable of 
love, although the sentiment is not inspired by colour 
or expression, bulrtiy iiianifestaticgis of kind and gene- 
j'oiis feeling. This may receive some illustration 
from the beautiful iiieture given by Mr IJelxw of tle^ 
eorupuiiioiisliip of Laura. ‘I have often seen her,’ 
says he, ‘ seated hy the side of a female friend, her left 
arm around the w aist of hc-r companion, aiKl her ri^ht 
hand on the knee of the other, who was imprinting 
wdtli rnpidity on Laura’s open hand ^diat she was 
reading in a "hook befoi’e them. Tliey thus forme*! the 
per.sonifi cation of the groat achievement wdiich Dr 
liowo lia.s gained over appalling JifiieuUies, never over- 
eome, and scarcely attempted to be overcome, by any 
one liefore him — the pict«re of a communion of minds 
in si>ite of the enduring night ana deathlike tUence 
wdiieh enw'raps Tw^^or Laura — an example of the victories 
in store for a lo\^e of our neighbour, <!ombined 

with sagwiit/, patience, resolute will, and what Locke 
f calls, sound round-about common #n»^’ # 

‘ \Vliile I am writing thesejiirords,’ says Mr Lieber, 

‘ a tunefifl nwx;king-hird is jjpuTing out its raolodioilB 
song before ray window. lUcb, and strong, and mellow 
as i#the ever- varying music of fim spfightliest of all 
songHterii of the^ibrest c<»nfarea to iteeble anu uji- 
tun%l Boin^ds which Laura #ters in her isolated state, 
yet her souStWSiiftj^^ of far greater import. Sh$, 


even without hearing •her own soutfjs, ^nd*wHh th?“ 
crudest OTgaha of utterance, yet has risen’ to the 
idea of the Word. She wills to designate 'by sound. 

In hpr a mincl Ts «Jrugg||ftf to manifest itself, and to 
,eonynune with mind, revealing a pari, of those elements 
which opi' M^kfer has ordained as the means to insure 
the development of humanity. The bird, with all its 
power of varied voice, remains for ever iii mental single- 
ness i Laura, in all her lasting darknesa and stillness, 
and with^that solitary thread which unites her with 
the woiid wdth«iut— the scrisb of tonch^ — still proves, in, 
^very Aiovenffent of her mirt^ and*itfgenoy of her soul, , 
that she^ belongs to those beings who, each in a different 
indestructible imisviduality, are yet fashioned for a 
mutual life, for f acred reciprocal dependence and uni ted 
efrorts.’ 

have m^w seen the complicated language in 

civilisect men clothe their thoughts traced to its 


civilisect men clothe their thoughts traced to its 
eTiriut.*unal ruclimlint;s, and (with the limitation stated 
above) wc have obtaiifed a glimpse of the skeleton 
of the hummi character stripped of the tis.3ues woven 
around it by circiimstance in the progress of ages. 
At first view" the spectacle may seem anything but 
flattering to our pride ; but examined more closely, 
we think it is full oi* encouragement. It represents 
man as a progressive hcdrig, w’ hose destinies are now 
only ill the cour.sS of development; and it shews 
that he has hi.s fate in a groat measure in his own 
hands : the powers and capacities of thought and feeling 
with which he is furnished hy n.ature being, like ^ho 
talent.s of Scripture, they materials whercyvvithal he is 
to build up his fortune. Wliat we have calkjd Circiim- 
.stance is not the ‘unspiritual god’ of By ion, ‘ whc)so 
I touch turns lioxic to dust,’ l>ut something that may be 
i fashioned and controlled hy I'kl nea t ion and Keflection 
— the tc^achoTS who work upomour .spirits, instinct, like 
that of the gentle Laura, with good impulses in predo- 
minance over the evil. If the mind of this blind-ciciaf- 
mute he not a luitnrm as ivell as her* organisation, 
we may collect from it that the impulse to vice and 
crime is recidved from without, and that we yield to it 
against the feelings and instinctive convictions within. 
We infer, befides, that innate? qualities change in dille- 
reut stages of human devolopmciit ; and in our opinion, 
if history were only written and read under this con- 
viction, it wauild no longer be the sealed book it is at 
present. 

Having said so much ahoiit Laura, we may conclude 
by assuring our readers that this being, 

‘ Sent into this breathing ivoild not f made up,^ j 

passes a life of tranquil happiness. Sometimes, ■when 
endeavouring to comprehend the mystic faculty of sight, 
she regrets her inability ‘to sCe this beautiful -world 
but she finds* lo veil ier things within her— kindly ♦ 
th(%iglits, ■warm aflcctioiis, and high and holy aspi- ' 
rations; and so the poor girl thanks God for her lot, 
and frequently exclaims : * I am so h^ppy that I have 
lieen <iteated 1’ ^ 

• 

THE if UNTBIW^* WIFE. . 

Tom Coopbr was a specimen of the North American 
trappfer. Slightly ‘bht poweri’ully made, w ith a hardy, 
weaflier-bfeaten,*yet haudsonro face, strong, indefatigable, 
and a Crack shot, ho was admirably adapted for a httn- 
ter’s Itftf For ragny years he knew not what it was to 
have ii home, but lived like the beasts fee hunted-^wah- 
deriiig from one port of the coimtfy to another iii pur- 
suit of gwBjC. All who knew' Tom were mueli surprised 
fvhen he came, with a pretty young wife, to settle 
within three miles of a iilanter’s fariUi' Muny pitied 
the poor young creature, who woul^l have to lead such 
a Solitary life; wMlst others •aM: ‘ If she was fool 
j enough to marij him, it w'as her owti look-out.’ For 
nearly^ohr months Toil reinaiu^ ut home, an# 6m5 


I 


GHAMBB^S’S BDIlTMJ^pii tTQtJENAL. 


the (ftd hut he hiwj fixed on 
I for theiv reAiclotic^, ^IPiirb cdiufortable. He cleared and 
i^Ued 'a sinall sj^t or lapd around it, and .Susan' ))ogan 
. to hotici tjbaV^ sake lie'^^iUld se^ttib (lowji ^nietly 
as a S^Uaitcr/ But these yw of IiappmeSS ^tarc 
soon dtsp^Hcid, for us swn as tins work 'Nyas flipsked lie 
redpmmonced his old erratic mode of life, and wria often 
absent to iveeks together, leavingi his vdfe alone, yet, 
not unprotected, for since liis marriage oldcKtjro, a 
ffivourite hound, was always left at home aij her guar- 
dian. H<; was a noble dog — a cross taetween the old 
* Scottish deerhouivl Oiind ^he hloodhoumV, ami* wotiUi 
hunt !i,i Indian as well as a deer or bear, w'hj,ch Tom 
said, Vwj^s a proof they Ingins wiiavtU sort o’ warmint, 
or wdiy should the brute beast talce to Vnuit Vm, nat’ral 
like — him that took no notice o’ white men?’ 

One clear, cold morning, about two years after tbeir 
marriage, Susan was awakened by a louU crash, imme- 
diately succeeded by Xero’s deep baivig. She recol- 
lected that she had shut him in the house as usual the 
night before. Supposing he had winded some solitary 
wolf or hear prowling around tlio hut, luuf etleiUed his 
escape, she took little notice of the circumstance ; but 
a few nioineiiLs after came a shrill w ild cry, wdiicli made 
her blood run cold. To spring ®froin her bed, throw^ on 
lier clothes, .'uid rush from the hut, w;ts the w'ork of a 
minute. She no* longer doubted f hat the liouiul was 
in pursuit of. rearful thouglits sliot through her brain: 
she called wildly on Xcro, and to her joy lie came dash- 
ing through the thick undi rwood. As the dog drew 
iK&*er she saw that he g;illoj)X)ed heuA ily, and carried in 
his mouth some large d;irk ci'eature. Her l)raiji reehd ; 
she felt a cold and Fickly shudder dart through lier 
limbs. But Susan Avas a hunter’s daughter, and all Iut 
life Iiad been maiustomed to witness scenes of danger and 
of horror, and in tins sebo(d had learned to sidKluc the 
natiu'ul timidity or her character. With a i)owerful 
ellbrt she rceovorcil herself, just ns Kero droi)i)ed at 
Ivor feet a litt^^ Tudiaii child, appjtrently heiweeh three 
and ibm* years old. Bite bent down over liiin, but there 
A7as no sound or motion ; she jdaced her hand on Ids 
little naked chest ; the heart within .had ceased to beat 
— he was dead ! 'i’he deep marks of tli#> dog's fangs 
Avore visible on the neck, but the body Avas luitorn. 
Old Kero stood with his large bright eyes fixed on the 
face of his mistress, faAvming on her, as if he expected 
to be praised for what he had dom*, and seemed to 
wonder wIia' she looked <jo terrified. But Susan spurned 
him from her; and the fierce animal, Avho Avould have* 
pulled down .an Indian us he Avoiild a deer, cnuiclied 
humbly at tlieij^onug Avoinan’s feet. Busan carried the 
little body gently in her arms to the hut, and laid it ou 
Iier own IkhI. Iler first impulse whs to seize a loaded 
rifle that hung over tlie fireplace, and shoot the hound ; 

I and she felt she could not do y;, for hi fhe jojie Ijfe 
ishe jSl the faitliful animal seemed like a dear ^nd 
vahied friend, who loved and ivatciied liA^er her, as if 
UAvare of the precious eharge intrusted to Idm. She 
thought also of Vhat her husband would .say, a^cii on 
hU return he ahould find Jht old companion <lead. 
Busan liad never s§eu Torn Tous^l. To her he had 
ever sh«wn nothing Ip t kindness ; yet she fbared m 
AvoII as loved him, for there was a fire in those dark 
eyes a^ hieh ttfld of deep, wild pS^ius hidden in Im 
breast, and she knew that Hhe lives oi it whc4e tribe of 
Indians Avould be light in the balance ag»iihst that Of 
bin favourite hound. \ # 

Having secur^dy fastoned np Xef\ Susan, with a 
heavy heart, prot:ee4e*iI to exaiffine the in'otincl afbmid 
the hu t, I u severa 1 places shO ol^rytxl ^ he u||i)rcssk>u 
of a small moccasou^l fopt, but not a chiTcrsr The 
marked, unlike the usual light, 
tread of nn Indian, Troui this circumstance 
Uy intorclU^tbat the w'omnii harl bc^ch carry- ■ 
lid when attacked by the dog, l^re wa« 
Ip ahew wliy slic ha<%>onte so near tlm bi^ t 


ppsl^ piH>babIy^«tho hopes of some petty phindcM- had 
been the, inducement. Susa jlid not dare to A^’Miider 
far from hoine, fearifig a banil of Inttiiins might be in 
tT»c neiglihourhood. She returned sorrowfully to the 
iljmt, and employetl herself 5n blocking up the Avindow, 
) or rather the hole wdiere the Avindow had been, for the 
jApAverfill hound liiid in his leap dashecl out llu: entire 
, fnuiic, and shattered it to *» pieces. AV^lveu this was 
finished, Susan dug a grave, •and in it laid the little 
Indian io^. She made it close to the hut, for she 
could not bear that wolves should devour those delicate 
limbs, and she kncAv that there it Avould he safe, 'flic 
next day Tpm returned. He had been very imsia-cess- 
fuJ, and inteude<l setting out again in a few days iu a 
different direction. 

‘ Susan,’ lie said, when he Iiad Iicard lutr sad story. 
‘I wdsh you VI lef’ the child Avheev the dog killed liim. 
The 'squaw ’s high sartaiu to come back a seckin’ for 
the hotly, and ’tis a pity tlu* jaior crittur sUouifl l,>e dis- 
apinted. Besides, the Ingiii-s Avill he higli sartaiu to 
put il doAvn to us; wliercas if so l>c as tlicA^ 'd found 
the body ’pon the spot, maybe tliey ’d txiderstand as 
’twas an accident like, for they ’n^ unkiiumoii cunning 
warmint, though they a’nt got sense like ( ’liri.stians.’ 

‘Why do you think the poor woman came here?' 
said Susan. ‘1 never knew' an liidian squaw .o la ai' 
the hut before.’ 

She , fancied a d.ark .shadow flitted across her huii- 
band’a brow'. He itiade no reply ; .and on her rejaai^ng 
the question, said ai'igrily -- hf»v sljonhl he kajow 
’Tw’a.vf as well to ask for a bear’s reas(a:s a.s an Ing'in’s. 

Tom only stayed at home long enough to nuMjd t)ie 
broken wiiidoAig ami plant a .small .spot of Indian corn, 
ainl then again .set out, telling Su.sim not to vxjiecl 
liim home in less than a munlh. ‘ if lliat sqii.uv conies 
this Avay agin,’ he .s.iid. ‘as maybe sl»c will, jist put 
out any V^rokeii victuals aou'vc a-got for the ])oor 
crittur; thougli maybe she wont come, for liiey Ingius 
l>c onkimmon skeary.’ SiLsan Avondered at lii.s taking 
an interest in the Avomau.*an'l often thoiigl't of that 
dark look she had notwedJand <)f 'IVmi's miv. jllingncss 
to speak '>ii the subject, /she never Iucav that on his 
last hunting expedition. Avlien hiding sonm skins vviiioh 
he intended to fetch t.»n Ids return, lie Jiarl oltscrvi d an 
Indian w'atching hiin,«iHid laid shot him with a lilllc 
mercy a,s he woidd have shewn a vxdf. On Tom';' 
return to the spot the liodv avms gone; and in the .<of; 
damp soil av^ the mark of an Indiiin sqnawVv f*M>l, and 
by its side a little child’s. He Avas sorry then for the 
deisl he had dtaie: he* thought of the grief, of the i>oor 
widow', and hoAV it Avould he possible for lier to live 
until she could reaelLher tribe, wln^Averi* far. far di.s- 
tttut, at the foot of tlu* Itocky Mountains; :nid laov to 
fed that tl trough his ntcan.s, loo, she had lost lu r child, 
put theuglus into his mind that had ncAcr before found 
a place there. He thought that one (iod ha<l hnaned 
t!»c Ked Ma»:i aa well as the White— of tltt- s<»n!s of the 
many iudians hurrird into eternity ly his nnening 
rifle; and they jierhaps Avere more fitted for their 
‘ happy hunUng-'gronnds ' titan lie Ibr the white iium’s 
heaven. In this .state of mini!, e very word his Avifo had 
said to liim seemed al^eproach, and lie was glad again 
to be alone in the forest with iiis rifle and his itonmis. 

The afternoon of the third <iny after Totu's departure, 
as Busan was eitfing at work, she heard someildng 
scjratciiing and A^diining at the door. Ktrro, who was by 
her side, evimxjd no signs of miger, IniT^j^n to the door, 
shewing his white teeth, as was his Custom Avhen 
qdeijjoci Bwsail>iin*ar^ it,*when to her astonishment 
tho^wo dt^*rhouiids licr^iusband had taken with hitn 
Walked intp tlK! hut, li^vking weary and sfliled. At 
fiwt ahe thought Tom might have, killed a (hxjr not fur 
liro’P ditd ha<L brought her a fresh supply of 

but no one was She pushed ISroin the 

tol> and aoon, breathles| yuid leotihecb Ui<- 


^^tintter^s cabin. John AVifton and 
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juat ivtiirned from tlie clearings, who# Susaii raif into 
their coiufortabl^ ^iUihvi ; her loi:^ black streaming 

on lier shoulders, and hoi*wild and bloodshot eiycs, gave 
her the appearance of a maniac. In- a few unconnected 
words she explained to thfan the ca^ise of her terror,^ 
and iniplored tliein to set off inimediatcly in sisarcli of* 
her hu!?l)and. It was in vain they told her of the use- 
lessness of going at that*thne-- of the impossibility of 
folh)wing a trail in the dark. Slio said slig wonjd go 
lierself; she felt sure of finding* him ; and at kist tliey 
v ere obliged to use force to prevent her leat^in^ tj^e 
Ijouse. 

fflic' next morning at daybreak Wilton imhI his two 
seals were mounted, and ready to set outj intending to 
i take Nero with them ; but nothing could iiiduce him to 

1 h\iA^c liis iiii*tri*ss : he resisted passively for som(‘ time, 
until one of tlie yonng men atlenii)ted do pass iwroi>c 
! round his nei k. to drag him away : then liis forbearance 
j vaiiisiied ; lie sprung on his tormentor, threw him down, 
j and would have strangled him if Susan had not been 

1 present. Finding it impossible to make Nero accom- 
; puny them, fliey left w'ithont him, but had not proceeded 
! many miles ladbre he and his mistress were at their 
i side, 'fliev l)('gged 8usan to return, told her of the 
h.‘irdshii>s slie must endure, aiid of tlio iiiconvcuieiice 
sIk' Avould ho to tliem. It was ot no avail; she had but 
one answer: ‘I am a hunter’s daughter, and a liimter’s 
wiu'.’ She told tln-m that knowing how useful Nero 
would lie to them in tht'ir .search, slic had secretly taken 
a liorse and followed them. ^ 

The jiart y rode first to Tom Coe^ier'.s hut, and there 
: having <lismoimted, h'ading their hor.ses tlirongh the 
forest. Ibllo'ved the trail, as only mtui long accustomed 
to a savage ! fe can do. At night they lay on the 
ground, coNered with their thick liear-skin cloaks; for 

1 Susan only they lu..';])ed up a Iw'd of drio<l leaves; but i 
' she i\ tiiseit to o: eupy it, saying it was her duty to bear | 
, tl'.e same haohhips they did. Ever since tbeir depar- 
ture .she ha 1 shewn no ?ygn of sorrow. Altbougli 
sliglit and delicately formed, slie never appeared tii- 
tigued: her wliole sonl wa\ td ‘sorbed in one longing 
; desire — to find her Imshamr.s^body ; for from the fir.st 
i slie lead abandoned llie hope of ever again seeing him 
! in life, 'riii.s d#.sire .sniiported lier through everylluiig. 

I Early the next morning they Vif^ere again on the tndl. 
j About noon, as tliev were crossing a small brook, the 
; liound suddenly dashed away from them, .and wn.s lo.st 
in the tiiieket. At first they fancied theji' might have 
crosseil the track of a deer or wolf ; Imt a long mournful 
! howd soon tiie sad truth, for not far from the brook 

i lay tlie faithful «log on the dead body of hi.s master, j 
! wiiicb was pierceTtf) the heart Iman Indian arrow. 

The murderer had ajiptireiitly ht'eii afraid to approaeh 
; on Mcconnt of tlie dogs, for the body was left a.s it had 

1 tidk'n — not even tlie rillo was gone. No sign of Indians 
■ could he jliseovered save one sinall footprint, which was 
insiantly pninounced to lie thsit of a sqfllnv. Susan 
; sliew ed no grief at the sight of the body ; she main- 
tained Ilk' same fon'cd caiinncs.s, and seemed comforti'd 
t that it was found. Old AViltoii stayed with her to 
j remove all tlmt now romaiiu\l her darling husband, 

! and bis two sons again set out on the trail, which smm 
j UmI them into the oiien i>rairie, w’here it was easily 

I traced through the tall thick grus& They continued 
j riding all that afternoon, and tlie next morning by day- 
1 hn-ak were agaji.^ on the trni'k, wdiich they folUnved to 
the bank.s of •!! wide but shallow' gtream. There they 
saw the remam.s of a fire. One of tho brothers thrust 
Ins hsnal among the ashes, whi^i were still 

Tliey crossed the river, nnilln the Boft sand on the 
opposite tank saw again the print of small nio(.*casonotl 
footsteps. Here they w^ere at a los^ for the nftik 
praftio grass ha^ been c<)iufitnio(kby those ^attul 

fires so conimon in the pjAiiHis, and in Its stead^gro^ 
sh( 5 >t sw^e^iigrbage, whero fjyen an Inditjn’s eyo could 
observe no ttoc^^They urere oh tlie point of abandon* 

ing the pursuit* when Pilchard, the- y* linger ’of tho 
called his brother’s attention to Nero, who had, of his * 

own acebrd JbsQi his mistj^p to accouipau}^ Ihem, ii.s if 
he iK)tr understoo# whafifhcyAverc about.* The hound 
» wjip trottipg tp arid fro, with his nose to the ground, as 
ff endpavouring to pick out a cold scent. Edw'ard 
laughed at JTSs brother, and pointed to the track of a 
dec^ that had corne^to drink at the river. At last he 
agrefd ^ follow Nero, who was now Cantering slowly 
across tlKiiirairic. The pne^ gf^dually increilsed, until, 
on a soot wd^rl the grass h^d grown niore*luxuriantly, 
*than eisew'hero, Nero threw up flis? nose, gave a deep 
,ba.)% and started off at so furious fi pace, tliat «t hough 
w^ell mounted, ^Ifty had great difticulty in keeping up 
witii him. lie soon brought them to the borders of 
qmdlier forest, where, finding it impossible to take their 

f ir tlier* they tethered them to a tree, and set off ^ 
agatri ■ vi’foot. They lost sight of the hound, hut still 
froiiTtimc to tH!if hean^ his loud baying far away. At 
last they fancied it sounded nearer instead of bccioming 
less distinct; and of this they wore soon convinced. 
They still went on in the <idirectioii wdience tlie sound 
proceeded, until they saw' Nero sitting with his fore- 
piiws against tlie trunk of a tree, no longer mouthing 
like a w'ell-traiiK'd liound, but yelling like a fury. They 
looked up in tlu^ tr^je, hut could see jiothing ; until .it 
last Edward espied a large hollow about half way up 
the trunk. ‘ I w'as right, you see,’ he said. ‘ After all, 
it’s notliing but a boar; but we may as well shoot the 
brute that has given us so much trouble.’ • 

They set to work inmiediately w'ith their axes to 
fell the tree. It began to totter, when a dark object, 
tliey could not tell w'hat in the dim twiligiit, crawdod 
from its place of concealment to the extremity of a 
hranch, and from thence sprung into the next tree. 
Hnalchiiig up their rifles, tlK'y both fireil together; 
when, to their astonishment, instead of a hi‘ar, a y^mng 
Indian squaw, wdth a Avild yell, fell to tlie ground. 
They ran to the .spot where she lay motionless, and 
j carried her to tlu; border, s of the wood where they had 
• that morning disniotmled. Iliehard lifted hy on his 
horse, and springing himself into the saddle, carried 
the almost hlelcss body before him. Tlie ])oor creature 
never siioke. vStweral times they stopped, thinking 
she Avas dead ; her pulse only told the spirit had not 
flown from its earthly teiu?ment. AVhen they reached 
the river which luid been crossed by them before, tliey 
washed the Avounds, and sprinkled water on her face, 
'riiis ap{>eai-ed to revive her ; and Avhen Richard again 
lifted her in his arms to iilace her on his hor.se, he 
fancied he lieard her mutter in Iroqufis one word — 

‘ revenged I ’ It was a strange sight, these two pOAverful 
men tending so carefully the being they had a few 
hours before sought to slay, and endeavouring to stanch 
tl^c blood tliiit flowed from avouiuIs Avliich had* 

mile! A'et so it Avas. It Avould have appeared to 
them a sin to leave the Indian Avoraan to die ; yet they 
felt no remorst‘ at having inflicted ^thc W'ound, and 
i doubtlovss would liaA'c Jieeu better jdeased had it been 
mortal ; but tliey Avoiild i»ot have murdered a Avounded 
enemy, even an ftidian Av^rrior,* still les.s a stpiaAv. 
Tlie party continued their jftiWney until fliidnight, 
when they stopped to rest their jailed liorses. Having 
wrappeiJ the sqjiaAV in their bearskins, they lay down 
themselves yeim no covering save the clothes they 
! Avore. |rhey Avere in no \^hnt of provisions, as riot 
kiiOAi^ng AA'hen they might return, they had tajteri a 
gooc^supidy of broad and dried A'Criison, not wishing 
to lose any precious time in seekiitg Ibod wliilst on the 
trkil. 'IkG brandy still remaiiiiftg in their iVisks tiiey 
iprosorved for the use of their taptive*^ evening 

of the following djiy they reached the, trapper’s hut, 
whore they Aven? not a little snrpi^sed to^l^^^ Susan. 
She told them Hi.at aUhough |V!Uldn h^^^ 

her to live witU^thein, she boar to leaAj| the . 

spot where overythirig^emi||tded of one to^iitik^^^^ f 
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" now onlKop^siolafioni and that whilst 

slid had N^tbr ahe l^^ nothhtg. They needed not to 
tdtr their alrcadjfc understood it 

but too 0lei^||r. She beggetilPiem tb leave the Indian 
wdnaan vvitli her. * ‘ You have no one, ’ . she. said, •* to 
tend apd watch her as I can do ; besides, «it is not right 
Jay sueh a burthen on you. Although 
imvdlUng to impose oh her the paiSful task of nu^^lng 
her husband's murderess, they could not but. aflowt that 
she was right ; and sediiig how earnestly sKe desired 
«it, at last consentec^ to Icsive the IndA%womjpi with, 
her. f . • . 

For tmny long weeks Busan nursed her charge as 
tenderly ns if slie had been her siSle^. At first slie 
lay alniosl motionless, and rarely spoke ; then she 
grew delirious, and raved wildly. Busan fortunately 
couhl not understand W'hat she said, ba* ofi<in turned 
shudderingly away 'when tlte Indiiyi woman w'ould 
strive to rise from lier bed, aud iiuive^er arms as if 
drawing a bow; or yell wildly, and cower in terror 
beneath the clothes, reacting in tier deliritui the fear- 
ful scenes throu.gh which slib had passed. By degrees 
reason returned ; slie gradually got better, but seemed 
restless and unhapp_r, uiid cbiiittnot l>ear the sight of 
Nero. The hrst proof of returning reason sJie had 
shewn was to slirkk in teiror wlienrfte once aecidoutally 
followed his mistress into the room where slie lay. 
One morning Susan missed her; she seardie<l around 
the hut, ljut she was gone, without liaving taken fare- 
well of lier kind benefaetrtfss. 

A few years after Susan Cooper (no longer ‘pretty 
Busan,’ for time and grief had done their work) licard 
late one night a hurried ■ knock, which was repeated 
several times before she could unfasten the door, each 
time more loudly than Ixdore. Bhc citiled to ask w lio 


them. 


Frmiir'tfiis time Su$an lived with the Wiltoits. 
She was as a^laughtc!|; to the oid and a sister to 
his sons, wdu> often said: ‘Tftat, as Tar as they Avere 
concerned, the Indians had ijiever done kindlier action 
^tlian in burning down Susan Cooper’s hut.* 


8IK JAMES BALFOl^K’B COLLECTION 
, • . • OF MANUSCKirTB. 

Bin 5 amf-s BAUFotrn of Donmiln avms a Scottish anli- 
quary, and a cMlector of antiquities and manuscripts in 
the seven tet-ntli century, lie must not be confounded 
with that Sir James Balfour of tlio preceding (reutury, 
Avho was coffeerned in the death of Canlinal Beaton, 
but was so little actuated by BrotestantTeeling that 
Know w ith lii^ usual euphony, branded liim as * Blas- 
phemons Balfour.’ 'riie subject of this iu)ticc w as tluj 
son of a Fife laird Avitli a luiincTOUs family, and he taised 
himself by his industry and capacity. ’Ihe fertility of 
his race must hjive lH:en such as no Scottish family 
possessions could have kept up willi. If \fc he!ii;ve Sir 
Rol>ert Bibbald, the father of Sir James saw JOO of Jiis 
deseendaiits before he Avas (‘oiimiittod to the eartli, and 
a younger son. Sir An^'ew, lived to see flOO di^scendants 
of his father alive. B is clear that the Bal fours miuit 
have known how to make their own Avay in t ia* 
and Sif James was not the only one of them \> ho in 
his own geiieralion distingui.shi d. He formed a 
literary acquaintance and association v, it}» many of tho 
ablest Scotsmen of* his day — .such as Lrummond of 
Mawthornden, (torfloii of Stralr»ch, Font, Si*ott of Scolt- 
starvet, author of ‘ the Staggering State ol‘ Se-ds States 
men g and the like, llis own principal pin, suits w ould 

scarcely have confemd literary distiuetion on him in 

it w'as at that hour of tin? night. A few Imrried Avords j later times — they were in the tAvin sciences (jf heraldry 
in lit>quoi.s were the reply, and Susan congrni uiated . and genealogy — tlicn eiirolkd among the nol»k*sL of 
horsclf on ha\dng spoken before unbarring the door. \ sublunary sttidies. lie obtained his rcAvard by lieiiig 

appointed Lord Lyon l\.ui}>:ii-Arms. It is rare that a 
person (ddained at tl^at j^teriod a liigli ollice through 


But Oil listening again, she distinctly heard the same 
voice say, ‘ Quick— quick ! ’ and recognised it as tlie 
Indian AAipman’s Avhom she had nursed. The door Avas 
instantly opened, when the squaw rushed into the hut, 
seized Busan by the arm, and made rigns to lier to 
come away. #Sho wa.s too much excited to' remember 
then the fcAv AAmriL of English she had picked up when 
living AAdtli the white w'^otnan. Expre>»sjng her meaning 
by gestures with a clearne.ss peculiar to the Indians, 
she dragged rather tlian led from the hut. They 

had just reached the edge of the forced wlien the Avild 
yells of the Indians .sonndt'd in llicir cur.s. Having 


^pUu:Q of concealment. Slie saw the flames of the 
dwelling Avlicre so many lonely hJurs liad been pas^^d 
rising above the trci*s, and heard the rill * av hotels* 
of the retiring Indians. Nero, who was lying by her 
side, suddenly »ose and gave a low gi’owl. Silently 
a dark figure came gliding aiiong the trees directly 
to the spot where she lay. * She ^avc* herself up for 
lost ; bui it Avas the J^dinu woman who came to her, 
and dropped at her l&t a bag of money, the remains 
of her late husband’s savings. The grateful creaturq. 
know where it was kept ; *nd AVhilst ladianii wer^ 
busied examining the xm*« an(L other objecta morib 
mUvresting to them, had oarrled it off uiidbsjrrved. 
Waving her arrn around to shew' that all w^us now 
quiet, she ^ the direction of Wilton’s lumse, 
lost unjang the treea^^ t , 

Bay was;iust bribing reaSied the 

squatter raaW. Having tard the »tory, Wlltoj^l 
0 his sons started inmjtKilately^ 

to be* save a heap of ashes- The 
*11 appa^tly dl>uKi8to(l of only |lnree bi* four 
>r tribe lifiittg neighbour- 

^ tnpt it Wpifid be to<^ likazardous to^llptr 



dei«J#idrtnts was offei^ for W it was imrehased by 
the JPilcdlty of AdvocatS Tor B.150. Tide Ava^ so 
€0^«iderf|kble a sum f(^ inSpeiland, tlmt it 

necessary to anticipate questions IflB; eayi that it w aij 


pit l.en. 

sheer siin’y and zeal for lya favourite ^iul)joct, e.qiecially 
; an office so intimately associaied aa iiIi the aristocracy 
; of the country and their mo.-t clu rished lionouis and 
I dibliiictions. Their Imnonrs were, iatwever. confided 
I to true and zcaloa-^ kee])ing. DoutitlesH many wlio 
I have Jrludkd the arts aa hiclv reeommoiKl tin in to the 
I aristoiT.j 'V have Avorked with their longiio.'s in tlu ir 
• cheeks, loolftng to the rcAA'ar.l Avhilc tlu*y Hccrctly 
j dc'Si])isA*d tlu* oc( npation. Balfour, lioAvcver, if is (‘vi- 
■ dent, sincerely ailored heraldry and gem^alogy. His 


gone Avith SiiSi'ui a little way into the forest her guide I sincerity is CAinced hy a long listjif his AVfirks, left 
left her. For nearly four hours she lay there half-dead I by his Vriend Sir Llibcrt SihhaM, Tcginning ilnis: 
with eolu and terror, not daring to move from her ; ‘A Treatise of Surnames in fienenil, hut espt'cially of 

those ill Scotland;’ ‘A Treatisi- of the (tnh'r of ilie 
Thistle;’ ‘An Account of llie Ceremonies iisvii at tlu‘ 
Coronation^of King Churle.s 1. at Jhdyrooil Hon.'c;’ 
‘The Ceremonies used at die Coronation of King 
(’haric.s II. at Seqju>, <lC:c. ‘An Account of the Coai.s 
of Armes borne by the Nobility am I Gentry of Scotland.’ 
Such is the mere cominenccmeut of a list Avliich it 
would be a tiresome ewougli task to read through. 

Balfour, in following out; hi.s genealogical n^searcln s, 
collected any letters and dociqnenta Avhich might tin oav 
light ou them. TTlough hcAVVotc Avhat he conceivcvl to 
be a history of Scotland, arnl left annals of hi.s own 
times, bis chief serAdee to the presont*4|iy has been his 
collection of do<‘ aments. Many of tht^pi have hocn 
doubtless dispeir^ed 4 a circumstuncG to lie regretted, if 
we ftay judge of llieir kiterest and value from tlujae 
which liavo been presernid. » 

Jtn tlie year lObB, the 'fragment of )ii.s collection of 
maiiuscrlpts iwiaining in ihe possession of Balibur’s 
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ward, or fell down, Vine did so occujjiy'tfteir upper 
cliainbers. Now did appear in ridi dress Hope* Fiiith, 
and Charily i liopo d^ assay to speftlc, but Viue 

„ rcmiored her emteavotHiB so feeble, tluit alie withdrew, 

tossed about for nuTre than aj:ientury and a liall^ artfl hoped the king would excuse her brevity. Fiiith 
{yjpear in very good condition. • •ipwas tl*en aU alone, for I am certain she was not 


sterling, not Scots money. The coll^c^n is still in 
the Advocates* ^-library, forinij^ a range of flexible 
shoep-skin covered voltflnes, the state of whicli does 
credit to their»binder ; ft)r after having been consulted 
and 

they {yjpei 

'Fhe (a)ntents of these volumes are so varied and 
curious, that it would dboupy a cbiisiderahlo si>acc to 
give n mere <mrsory \'i<jw of tlioin. Thcn^ are not, so 
far as we know, any memorial if of those whotiavc bc#u 
solely koown as literary men in the collection* Amnrig 
tlie multitude of memorials of the lateip days of Queen j 
Elizahetli and tla* reign of .fames, we.queiiitaou if there 
is a word to tlirovv light op tlie draniati«; literature of 
Shakspeare and his contejnporaries ; the»e is not even, 
we believe,* any letter from the colhictor’s own friend, 
the Scoltish retrarch. Tlie collectiou contains, liow- 
ever, many letters hy Lord Ibicon ; u>r Bacon was a 
peel* and a lord (baiicellor, and therefore was illustrious 
aecording to the ideas of the Lyon King-at-ai>iiis.^ These 
letters may he found with oiliers in the ample* collec- 
tion of ill? Bacon’s known writings, edited by Basil 
Montagu. In hMikiug over the originals, one is apt to 
smile on observing the pains taken to make the letters 
addressed to King James legible; wliile the others are 
written in the illustrious pliilosopher’s ordinary careless 
rna liner. Tliere is notliing \vonderfiil, iierhaps, in this 
ditlerence taken by itself. It is a piece o? natural 
etiquette to write distinctly to a person of superior 
rank. It U ulu ii tlie rank au^arded to the two jiarties 
— Baeoii and lying James — hy pilsterity is con.sidered, 
that it Ijeeomos strange to look at the caligraphy of the 
author of tiu' new philosophy. 

Tliere art' s/na linens of King Jame.'^'s own sacivd 
handwriting iii llalfour's Collection : no doubt be thought 
them inii'-ji nr ■ valualde than 1.5aeou\s. TheyMire, in 
vi nliiv, levy enriou.s. It is seldom that the handwriting 
so closely re[a esciils tlie character. It is j.iedantic and 
feeble in the extreme; so, much so, as to ho very like 
the writing of a selioolboy Just put into small text. He 
'writes, to lie sure, on soi.m\ ihtvou.s ina Iters of state; 
jis, for instanc.-, ji pain r cancil 'Tlie true State of tlie 
(,1(U ;«tioun wlietlu'i' iVachnm's case be Treasoun or 
not.’ Teacliam was tiic ]»oor I’h'rgyman who was con- 
demned to dcatii lor iiaving in* his po.ssession a. seriuou 
reflecting mi King James: it was i ot preached, and it 
was never ( li ar that he intended to preach and publish 
it. Hi.s condemiuitioM was anxiously ile-sired hy Hie 
modern Solomon ; and it was an object whicli created 
tUs.sensioiift between tlie sterner supporters of the law 
and tlio.se judges avIio w ished to favour the prerogative. 
King dame.s lofflv it as a per.'t.mal matter, and if is 
[leiiiaps to this that the exlivme shakiiies.s of liis 
sclioolhio trxt: is to be atU'ihuted. He wriu's, in a 
more easy amt m anly vray, in another letter in the 
s;mie colleidion, w hia'h he concludes: ‘From the castell 
of (’roneburg. quluah c we are drinking and dryving 
our in the auld manei*.’ 

Tills letter, whitdi ha.s l>eeii» printed more than on'*e, 
was addrcs.sed to Alexander Lyndsay of the Balcarras 
faiiiily, wliom he afterw ards in; 4 de Lord Spyuie. James 
Avas, when lie wrote it, on the exfiediuou to Denmark, 
vvliich ended in his bringing home C^neeu Anue — an 
opisode altogether ouf of the vKiy of the ordinary 
routine and eharacterof liis history. The ‘drinking and 
driving our’ ;|t*(h'onberg avus jiroliahly deeper than any 1 
he had Bee^Vwmi in Seothiiii^ TJie Danish prince ctuue | 
ovivr with a train of jolly fellow^ tcxsce his connection ] 
Avheii he was king of the whole islatiu of Brituinf The 
druukegnes.s of* tlu^ Danes, imd the scenes exhibited at 
the court of Tbeobaids-^ueyur veiy decent— scandalisedl 
tlie Britisb courtiers v.vm of thosi^days. Sir John 
lAidug ton’s account of ^lasqte giA^en on that |p5^sion 

S s been ollon quoted, «u<f is ainusi% cnouglt to bear 
>etitior.,gp,J^sayB,: ‘’Kie entertaininent and show 
went forwaroT^id most of the pipe^uters Afcnt back- 


joy nod Avifl^ good works, and left the court in a 
stjj^gering condition. Ciuirity came to* the king’s feet, 
an^ seftined to cover the multitude of sins her Bisters 
had eornsliitted. In some spi^hijmade obey sance, and 
brouj^ht gi(Jci, but said sljp would return home again» 
as there Avas no gift wdiich llAwn had nok already 
given Jlis Majesty. She then returned to pope and 
Faith, who wt^e*l.>oth sick in the lower hall.’ 

Thi.s is not altogether inappropriate to the collection 
of pa pens left l»y Sir James Balfour, since there are 
■Hoping Lheiiiiviany letters liy King James’s queen, Anne 
of. remark. Historians have been puzzled about her 
character. (?n* the Avliole, aa hat is known of her is 
favourable ; and any disagreeables have been explained 
by the vitAv that she Axas a clever woman — at least 
clever enough to know the proprieties of her position, 
and be keenly alive to tlie ridiculous figure her husband 
sometimes q|it — but ^lot one Avith a powerful enough 
mind to command liim and put liini right. There are 
several autogra]jl^letters by this qii 4 *en to her husband 
ill Balfour’.s Collection. J’hcy are generally very pretty 
pieces of writing. The Italian hand, as it Avas called, 
Avas the favourite accomplishment of royalty in that 
age ; and if one AA-ere judging from the mere line* imd 
angle.s as tliey strike tlie eye, the queen’s letters would 
be pronounced of* a much later date than the other 
maniiscriplB in the collection, and might be attributed 
to a treasury clerk of George III.’s reigT. Her letters 
are, on the whole, amusing. Here is one in wdiich she is 
in anger; niid it is blotted %nd inleiiined — a contrast 
to the formal neatness of the others » 

‘ *SiK — What 1 have said to S^’ Boger is trew’ — I could 
not hut think it strange that any aBout your Matia 
durst presume to bring noer AA'hero your Matio is, or 
I that had oflereji me such a public ke scorne, for honor 
I gois bofor i^vfe, I must ever thing so. Humble kissing 
your Iila^^ie hands, 1 rest ever yours, Anna IV 

In her anger slie Avrites thluff instedd of think — a 
natural enough occurrence. There \Aere many little 
quarrels between licr and the king, of Avhich we may 
find light traces in tlie annalists of the period. Slie 
often comphiined, luit in vain, of slights and aftrouts, 
James av as- generally disjiosed to look oA-er these where 
it Avas only his quci'ii Avho aa'^.is concerned, ^nd recom- 
mended lier tf) inalce liglit of matters. It w'us so, for 
instance. AA hen she Avi.shed him to visit upon JLord Marr 
his wife’s pertinacity in retaining the custody of Prince 
I Jiarlc.s in spilp ot^all court and st-ite authorities. But 
\ough lie Avas bitter enough Avlieu bis oavii sacred 
person w'as .-^sailOHl, he Avould not be at the trouble of 
quarrelling Avith any one for the sake of his queen. 

Some of Queen Auno's letters in tflis Collectiou shew 
tliat she Avas a Avitt?^ *vornan — as, for instance, this, 
Avhich speaks for ^self: — • 

‘ Your Maty’s letter Avas Avellt%me to me. i have bine 
as glade of tho faire wether as your selff*. The last part 
of your letter^ you have jessed right — that I wold' 
laugh. Whoilofd not lau^ both at the persons and tho 
snbjeti, but more at so Avel? a (*bosen Mer'jflrie between 
Mars and Venus ? You knoAAx^ that womene can hatdlie 
kejiie counsiile. I bumblic desire yi M to tell nie hefw 
it js possible tlmt 1 should keepc*tbit st^rete 
hlreadi* tolac it, and,.shal tell if toAs nUinie as I speak 
with. If I were a poete, 1 w#lde makft a of it, 
mid sing it to tlie tune of Tltree foohi tnett. ^ 
kissing your hands, I rest youxs^^ ' Akna R.* ; 

There is s^nethiug that oiiy IjOvCXpressed 
the ibreifp word plq^ncy in of thia|actum| 

letter, writtou in its ^irettf , aag^ IdSW, 0 ^ 






■■ 


CHAMBERS’S ^BDINBUlfeH jbURN^. 


Jt stlidll J>iAje Qf pAi>iir, \ntlf the silk thread tliat hound 
it, And Jhe little s^ali 

' tlim there arc otho^ cp rious little 

Tnemorials hffifKitig James an<^ts fan*il3^ All rollers 
of histoly '^ill roniembor how callously he was thowgp^itj 
to hav» bc4iaVed to his dnughter the quoeivof llQhemia.*| 
We ntight admire his character, if the intc^'est of the 
people luid prevented him fn>ni (tra^^ing (hose hg 
governed into thmily miarrcls ; hut in siiccftssi^ly 
deserting his mother aife his daughter, the iforld has 
Judged tliiit ho thought I'ntiroly of liimsclf. His 
daiighteijs letters ka^e a pathetic, app<?aling 'tone. 
They arclgenorally in Fivnch — one at least in Ualian; 
but the tolkr.ving,. iii English, may b« Vj^uotcil as a fair 
sptMumcn : — 

‘ S« — Being desirous hy all the meauos T c;in to 
! keei)e myself still in your M rememhrafioe, I ■would 
not lot i)ass so good an oecatioii as thj^ bearer retnva- 
in'g for England to present my nvost hunvole dutic and 
servi(‘e to your .M, hy these ]>osceching your M to 
continue me still in your gratious favour, i% being the 
greatest comfort 1 have to think iliat your AI doth 
vouchsafe to love and. favour me, whieli 1 sliall ever 
strive to deserve, in obeying ivitli^all humhleness what- 
soever wliatsoever your ^1 is jileased to command l»er, 
wlio shall ever praj- to (xod v itli allfher hart for ymir 
M Ijappiness, and that sl.e may be ever worthy tlie 
title, S»*, of your M most humble and obedient 
daughter and servant, 

A El-lZAlUriH. 

Viix ?f) <i/ (yr/<*Z;<’r. 

Au Hoy.’ 

A letter from tins queen of Bolicmia^s son to King 
James tells its own story only partially in print, since 
one would require to h^ve before him the round. J 
laboriously-constructed voweLs and (Mmsoiiants, all juit j 
in a straight row, however, to feel how entirely luivish I 
a production it js i 
^ ygn — I kisse your hand. I would fiiine see yov 
ma^k*. I can say Nomhiativc hie h.iec hoe., and all r» 
declcnsous, aiid a part of proiiohu.ii and a i>art of 
vorhum. I have two horses alive, than eai/goe up my 
etaires, a blacke horse and a ehesnut horse. I jiray 
God to bless your ^Tatit^ Yo** mut'c's obedient gratid- 
cliild, 

riiEm:iii( iv Henky, 

To UJng^. ’ 


: Perhaps ■we may not unaptly tissoclate with this a 
still more juveiyle lett(‘i>from a ikm'sou of far more 
importance’ in our British world — the uncle of the 
Prince Pal.'itinc, and our Charles I. It, too, is adtlressed 
tq King Jifnies, and it is brief, I'rom the circumstance 
oj the ^child's powers being evidently considerably 
exhiiusted in tlie effort : — * ^ 

* 8wi vETE SwEBTE Fatheu — I leanid to decline 
substantives and adjectives. Give me your Messing, 
i thank you for my best man. Your loving sonc, 

» * Yonii.’ 

We canpot help connlin^with thTs a letter to his 
brother, printed in Birche’s Collection, in the same 
afTeetioiiate tone, but fuller and more kindly 

‘ SwEKT SwEKT BnoTiiE^^I thank' f on for your 
letter. 1 will k^p it better than all my graith ; and I 
will send my pistolles by Maister Newton. I wnl give 
AAie thing I have ^0 you, both Herss and my Ixjokes^ 
and my piecos and cross liowes, pr any thing tllat 
you would haivei Good brother, Joovo me* and^ shalk 
ater loovp ifmd ^serve ■Jispu. Your looving Brother to 

. Youk.' 

|ijipleasant, after affectionate* effu- 
lafef and disa^ees^le ihdiOations 
'O the 

rf 80 amply referring ; 


and shal^kilSo this article witli a letter written 
■wlien he was ^eventei'j^ years old— flndf way between 
his happy childhood and his inferable maturity : — 

* SiJi — Not w'iluig to omiV nine occaSuni to wryte 
fShto your Mtw, I could not chuse hut take hould of 
fhis occasion, by the going of St- lieu Ilieh, to pjosont 
my humble service uuto youy 1 am sorie for 

nothing hut that I eaiiuot he with your Maf>« at this 
tyme, <K)th because T Avopld be glad to wait upon yob, 
afid abo /o see the cuntrie Avhair I was borne, and the 
j,custome8 of it, so fearinge to trouble your Maf‘o too 
muehe Avith my ydel lettcu’, 1 rest your Mat**^** most 
humble and Cbedient sone and servant, 

Cfiaiu.es. 

O’rcniwich^, tJu 2^th of Mat/ I 

To the Kiiis’H most excelU'iit Miijet'tii'.' 


‘imstmi ; a 
di' (‘o/verte( 


d hv his scienee into 



wn.s James Smith of Deimstq 
a barren Avilderiu*s.s, ami 
a model farm. 

James Smith Avas horn at Gl.isgiov on the .'M of Jami- 
ary' ITisll. His parents itere of the ro.speetahlv middle 
orders of society, his latlier being a merchant, and his 
mother the daughter of a landv‘d proiirietor— M r .lames 
Buchniiaii of Q'arston. 'fo the brother of his motlier, 
Mr Arehibakl Buchanan, may I'c traced tlu* dire<*tion 
and deA'elopmeiit of his jic jihew's mental powers ; for 
Ai'ith him the family resided after tjj^; elder Smitli's 
death, and l>y him lho*hoy Avas early familiarised witli 
those studies winch Avere destined to give tlie in.-m liis 
rank ami jdacc in the country. Mr Biiclianan, indeed, 
was tlie originator of some of the most imjiortant of 
the inveiitionff Avhieh his nopht av afterwards carried to 
perfection find gave to the world. Me liad heiai a pupil 
of Arkwright, and is eharacti'rised hy James 8uuth as 
*amun of sin.gulMr genius, sound judgment, and gn‘nt 
aiiplication ami perseveritnee.* 

youn.g Smith's qualifications for tlie AAork that was 
before him vvere an ^active mind, a robust body, and a 
sound practical cdueation. Having acquired some con- 
siderable knoAvledge of mathematics, chemistry, and 
mechanics, and finished studies ht the a^iiversity of 
GlasgOAA', he was si^pojtitcd, at the early age of eiglitcen, 
to the^ situation of maiui^r of the Dcajiston C’otton 
Works, which his uncle liau filled in early lik* hafore Ids 
toniKection with James Finlh^y and Co. He hml subse- 
quently^ been estvffiilishecyit BWHndalloeli, from whent^* 
he reniovetl to the at Ctitrihe. The J)o«n- 

ston Works bad now become t^ie proptTty of J ^jie cmim*^l 
firm to ■which his unde hclonged/and fiN?mch another 


JAMES SMITH OF DEAN ST ON. ^ 
The AvorH\^i.s not grateful to its ])raetieal workers as 
might Sc desiniMe. M'hile enjoying thr* benefit of their 
labours, it amuses itself Avith .singing the prfiise.s of the 
brave or brilliant; till in a few years the origin of an 
invention Unit lias perliaps given a uoav impetus to 
civilisation may hecome the subject of doulit and 
conti’overF3'. The Avorlil, however, i.s hardly' to l>e 
blamed Ipr an indiftlTcnce Avhich arises from im ahuost 
necessary ignorance ; t‘or only a Icaa' arc capable of 
comprehend ing the priiAdples of tlie invention, and it 
is natural that the rmfny should Ijy ami \\v forget their 
benefactor in tlie indulgence of the fruits of lii.s labours. 
A man was taken aAvay from us last year, hoAvever, 
Avhom we should Ih" sorry to sec im ludid in the list of 
the great forgotten ; tor lie Avas a strong-hearted, ear- 
nest, jiraetical man — a man Avho saw clearly Avhat he 
had to do in the world, and Avho Avent tlirough his ju cu- 
liar functions Avith untiring i;mTgy and /cal. This m:m 

place Avliich lie found 
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of the partners was the distiDguished*»i.erchaiitl4lrkrniin red sai)dstone, andfof va^ovis tet1,urcy soine parts (S’ 
>'iiilay ; and ^ an^ige when young fi'ien of the day the siihsqil consisting of hard eonipiust soil with stones, • 
were usually employ dU in tffat peculiar departmimt soin^ in the hollt^vs of sandy, elar, cpiApiised of 
of industry known as the sowing of wild oats, James Jilt' wlflch^had wiwlied for jges ironi the , 

Smitl. found himsolf e^g, 4 cod in .regenerating a vAt 

, .ri i. 1 1 X' 11 ■ . a-i • I ^ 1 inter^drsed w'lth large boulder - stones, some ot them 

bnsiBess tliat bad fallen into ddapulatroh, and U very wai*tTic surface, 'll le acti to soil was in general 

assembling, ijaiiung, ;^nd controlling a body ot abou^yj^ry tliin, in m*iy jdaces not exceeding four indies. 

jf^st^jf the surfii(!e was studded with ruslies and other 


^Icvcn Imndred workpeople. bor such duties ^ic was 

fitted by tlie tliree qualifit'ations we hafe ^lAtioqpd, j water ^lant-s, whilst the kiffner knolls were covered 
the absence of any one of *wliich would ^lave been with heath, ;|^ivze, and hnVim.* This stubborn pietie^of 
fatal to ids usefu'lne.ss ; atid tlie same liardy, inteP- eonsSsting of about*200 »ci-ca, bo detmnined ih 

ligciit, and iiislructed youtli, wl.o pried with n reforming subject to tliorougli - Jraijiife ; Miev- 

eve into ll.o mysteries ot ti.e works, an.l regulated tbo liy ins uncle, Mr^uclianan, 

*, that a (hy dbndition oi the soil is essential m our 


edueatioPi manners, and morals of the htiman machine.^, 
engaged during hi.s earlier year.s in athletic games with.; 


<“ountry to all good husbandry. 

- . I'''ew of our readers would be interested liv a minute 


his men, followed tlie grouse ovei» the inobrs, and j of flie system of drainage ; but w(‘ may cxidain* 


slivered liberallj" in tlie gaieties and socialities of the 
(a)untry side. _ 


that the dec^ fc-oss-drains formerly in use served only 
to carry off the undt*i*- water, while the furrow -drains 


In No. J71 of the first serie.s of this J<mrndl will he of the flats of 8tirlingshiro dealt only with tlip rain- 
found a «omi)rc‘hensive aeeouut of tire works, and of 'water. It was Mr Smith’s idea to combine both; and he 
tlu- lian<l.some village which simmg up in eonnectiou carried over the wliolc field in parallel lines a series of 
tlierewitli, and under Mr Smitli’s direction, in this vale drain, s, about twenty feet apart, and thirty inches deep, 
of the 'feitli, in the southern part of Terthshire. The This proved to he oifc of those great ccuiccptions which, 
manager was not satisfied witli dictating the laAvs of however simph' in aiipenrancc, are destined to be the 
tlie oommnnity. IIi' knew' every inhabitant by name, foundation of alFimprovement in ttie art to which they 
person, and character ; visited at the houst|,i ; and by apply; hut the invention of tlie subsoil-plough (de- 
(.■neouragernent, reproof, or instruction, kept all to their scribed in No. 2G2, first series) was not only supple- 
(iuty. Drunkards were tiirneil oiit as useless mcuiilwrs, mentary to this, hut in itself a prodigious aeluAwemcnt. 
aiiil oilier offenders w ere puiushjp'd either by temporary Common ploughing stirs only the active soil, wdiicui deep 
banishment or entire expulsion. That everything w'as ploughing in the common way would deteriorate' by 
done in a w ise and kindly spirit i.s demonstrated by the j intermixing with it the intmtive subsoil. An instru- 
fact, that a tm'M-out of the iik'h was iinknowu at the = meat, Jiowever, wliich stirs the subsoil without bring- 
Deimston Works eve n in tluLse years most distin- | ing it to the surface w’ould gradually, by the admission 
guishe<l for anarcliy.aud in spite of deputations sent by j of air and water into thi* in|?rt i lass, (sonfer upon it the 
(i]!is<r«)vv to b diice tliem to revolt. 15ut Mr Smith did | priliciple of aelivily, without inlerferiiig in ^ny way 
not inei't ly secure the alleetion.s of his tioopie, and witli the already active' soil. On these tw» invontions 
elevate them in eomfort and respeetabilitv — he likewise — thorough-draining and subsoil-ploughing'--all subsc- 
ohtainv'd from lliein, i'or Wie lienefit of their employers, quent Jigricultural improvements rest; and by this 
the inaxiinum of work. \ • means the wildernesjr we have described exhibited in u 

Ills inventions in iiKil-\iaking and machinery, and lew years the. cultivtatiou of a garden, with an active 
bis ueliievi'iiK'nls in eiigiiieering, are important, although soil uo.litnger coutinod to ii ftw inches, but sixteen 
it is not on them liis n pntation re.sts. His self-iictiug inches in dejitli. 

mule, hovvevi'r, may be ineiitiunod as Ixising of special In 18JT Mr Smith published in a local channel a 
value. Jt was not tiied first at Deunston, hut came paiier on Thorough -draining and Subsoil-ploughing, in 
rapidly into general use, Mr Smith making a amsider- wliich he states tliat by the.se nicjuis, togtHher with an 
alile sum by the patent. 1 1 is contrivance, Iikew’i.se, for improved system of cultivation, the agriculturists of 
completing and rendering .secure a briugi', the fouiula- this country w'ould he enabled to compete successfully 
lions of whieli liad been laid in a deep quagmire, spread with those of any other country in the world. It was 
his fame a.s an enginci*r far and w ide ; and the principle not till the jiarliainentary^nquiry, ^low c^er, into the 


of the w'l'll-knjivui Dt .inston sajmon-hidder was applied agricultural distress of ISdl, tliat general attention was 
to wears of a similar kind in many otlier rivers. The called to the subject. Mr Smith was exanfined by the 
ladder c(misIs 1,< of two longitmlinal beams jdaced along committee ; and the chairman, iMr Slunv Xefevre, in 
tlie side.s of any large sloping channel in which the .a letter to tjte Speaker of tlie House of tpommoiis, 
current i.s loo strong to be overcome by the flsh. Veferred to his evidence as pointing to tlie only ydanS 
( i iLss - beanos or sb;])s are tixv'd to tkpse sides, and likely to piiimote the general improvement of agricul- 
I'xtend alternately about two - ihirtls of the distanei' ture, and help the farmers out of their dilemma. Dean- 
aeross ; thus forming pooks or e^ldie,^i, in wdiieh the sal- stun now' became a show'-farm. A* pilgrimage thither* 
inon rest on tlieir journey upw ards, was essential to the a^pjring agriculturist; and strangers 

Agrieiilture, however, is the field in w liicli IVlr Smith from all parts oltthe British islands, the continent, and 
hecame best know n ; and in *1110 midst of liis niuUitu- I America, flocked to tlie \%le #f the Teith.* Here thej^ . 
dinous avocations he alwa^-s found time for visiting i not only found a farm of 20*1 acres under^nirden cultur^ 
the farms in his neigliiiourhood, and for gatliering and j but a scene in other respecl-s, as a journalist says, * as 
exeliunging know leilge on ilie subject of the cultivation pleasing to eye as it tias interesting to the intelleclt 
of the (^arlh. Hi.s machine for cutting corn attracted | and the hen|t. The fiehis w’ere corivenWntly laid off, 
great jitteytion ; but practically it was found iinfUted koptA'cry clean, und fenced generally with pretty vrhite- 
for genoril use, since its eflicieney dt'peiuk'd on the tUbru hedges, or when the situation requiretd Ur 
ground being perfectly level, «'itlk>ut ridg%;s or fur- ofnamental belts of tltfiviiig plaiitations, whkdi aftb^ed 
rows, in land -d rail dug laud deep -working^ of the « prot(#ion^to the crops aud shelter to 
soil, ?to\vever, he was eminently successfuL and lie Water for the supply of the^fieUla mid 
demonstrated the eonx.‘Cj)ne8s of Ids theork*oi> these was obtiu nod from tanks fed by the drains, 


proti^lon 


Biibjeets by ('xix'rimonlym one of tl#most unpromising into the water-troughs by an.iugct^pus but 
farms that c<fuld liave selecded. ‘ The lAd,* says aiTaiigemeht ; and there ditch 

* Magazine - of September whole farm. • The crops in TH© season were MisualljS 


% w riter in tlie yFufu^rs’ Alagazine ■ of September whole farm^® The crops m 
KSK), ‘cousis;|;g^ ddrfly of the drived dt%i« of the bid j luxiiriftnt-r-a thorouglfl an<J^Mor^ 




. ii^td ^e 'ff%ole suiffeice Mf the new system of and h&e, in Wlr-tehall Place, he took up his abode 

• working,^* 'Among the improved implements, the in- witli hiswido^jl sister, Mrs Biichannn, aiid lier daugh- 
Ventiott of Smkh,.to be seen in operution, were the ty. A letter he now affdressed^ to Sir iiohn Gladstone 
web-chto htirrbw mad turn-wri^? plough, Hy the li^ttor of Fusque, ‘On the Profitable Employ mo, pt and Cojn- 
- of which his :fieids were worked in one unifoin^n fo^table Subsistence^ of the lAereasing Population of 

without;^ In manures and, othes mat- '‘ijittfeat Britain,’ received wide circulatiou. The object, 

tor^^><jbii|hected with cultivation his experiments were fVf course, W'as to illustrate the leading idea of liis fife — 
lij^fiisant. In addition to all thesiC avocations, tliis^ <^hat an improved system of agrcculture will double tlie 
’ man was one of the most active magistracy's produce of the land. Soon after his arrival in Londor 

county, and forgave than twenty y^rs he he^was apl^^inted one of the Commissi oner f? of Inquiry 
p^maiidod a troop in the ^yeomanry caralry of tiie into, the SStmatory condition of large towns ; and his 
district. ^ e fiibbnrs suggested to him an idea, llie Avorking out of 

If strainers from all countries resorV^^^ to Deapston which is still. one of the most interesting of all the 
as to a school of agiiculture, it may b< ^»iiipposed tliat problems that occupy the minds of projeelors and cn- 
I the effect upon the neighbourliood was iVi the highest gineers — the application of the waste sewerage Avjiters 
degree honefieial. The surrounding proprietors adopted to agricultuml purposes. His plan Avas to (‘unvey the 
many of the improvements of this model fi\rm, and the liquid ipanuro to tlie necessary ilistanee liy means of 
result of well -drained fields, well-ordered farm- steadings, piix^s ; and John iSlartin, the Avell-known artist, adopted 
*‘aud Avell-manured soils, Avas earlier, headicS*, and better this as an improvement on his magnificent scheme ^br 
crops. Then came the social trfumplis of Mr Smith, cleaning i f^l beautif^dng the Thames. Mr Smith’s 
ilinncBB were given in Ills honour, and speet^jes made paper ofi the' sewerage Avas publislied in tlie Ai)pen(lix 
in his praise, by the rich; Avhile the poor not only to the ‘ Report of the Health of Towns’ Comihission.’ 


^esteemed him as a benefactor, but loved liim as a friend. 


Mr Smitli uoav busied Inmst'lf, and to some ox lent 


; * Those who haAX* visited him,’ says the same vAU-iter aa p successfully, with introducing the Deanston Kystem of 
have last quoted, ‘will rccollecf Avith _ interest the agriculture into Ireland, and on various, occasions lie 
lighted -up fiu-es Avh^di constantly marked his appear- received the thanks of tlie Irish Agricultural Society, 
ance at the works — the smiles and curtsies Avhich Avere He Avas less successful in Sir James Malheson’s island 
.*?hoAvered upon him from cottage doors as he drove of LcAvis.r Avherc he and the benevolent millionaire 
fiast' — and, ahcAc all, tlie. quick, bright glance of re- attempted — Ave fear in vain — to inifirovo both land 
cognition and kindly nod Avith AVbich such greetings 'and the savagt' populutiofi. During tlie railw ay mania 
W’-ere invariably aeknoAvledged and I'csponded to. No be was fully occupied ns an engineer in examining and 
“monarch of all lie surveyed” was over, indeed, more estimating the land over which the lines Avere proposed 
thoroughly and deservedly ijojmlar ; for none, Avhile to he carried. Simultaneously Avith all this labour his 
conferring the substantial benefits which attend indus- busy brain AA*as teeming as usual Aviili inventions, 
try, order, and mecbauical ingenuity, has better under- Plans for the * dip of sln.-ep’ instearl of .smearing aa'iiIi 
jgtood mid priudised the kiadly i*<5ts of lightening tlie tar, for improvoinents in farm- steadings, for housing 
burden (?f toil to the labourer by a due interposition of cattle, for Avatering in drouglits. for a uoav !i|q»licalioii 
pleasure and amusement, and of softening its pain by of hb salmon-ladiier, and for immy otber objeet.s. w ore 
tlie coiistaut exend se of a humane and generous .sjuu- flitting before him, some in emlirvu, and some coni- 
patliy.* This intelligent Avritcr adds— and he speaks pletely formed. 

from intimate personal knoAvledge-^-tlmt the afl^ectioimto He w'as uoav sixty-one. quarry of hii; mind Imd 

simplicity and cordiality of Ids domestic intercourse; only bben Avorked deeply ciivnigh to sIu av that it Avas 
‘the unAvearied activity, industry, and ener|; 3 ^ of the inexhaustible; and althongh not IVee from tlie p;!riial 
man, Avith his mimy hearty socuftile qualities; his ailments incidental to advancing year.v, b,is elasticity 
. cheerful, buoyant ajiirit, and keen reli.sh of existence — of mind beemed topromisO him length of day.s to confer 
all combined to make the very atmosphere in which he new }x?nefit.s upon tlie Avorld, and to reap the fniiis of 
lived as healthfal and bracing as it was genial and his genius. It is worth Avhilo t(' pause here, to obsiTve 


eveiyway delightful.* 


wltat mariner man this was in his external niipear- 


The time, however, at length umA^cd AAdien Mr Smith ance. His person hardly, if at all, reaelu d the middle 
was to reliuqubh the niaiptgcmeiit of the Dcaustoii height. Ho was hroad-ehested and nuuenlar,*like one 
Works, and *10 reHiove from a place wliicU he had .sugh who could plant his loot upon llie ground and receive 
good reason to regard as a home. Much umietjessary the shoek.s of tbrtiine liko a rock ; yet lifts quick, earnest 
mystery hag heen preserved by his friends uixui this eye and active limbs shcAved th.ii his strenglh was for 
point, Avbich appears to us to be perfectly simple. At advance, not resistance; that Avhen obstaelis eame in 
thf lime*^c occurred, in 1842, the g^eat company, ofr* his w^ay he would not stand still in eiiduranee, but jmsli 
which he waa the local manager, and whidi had libe/ boldly through them. He A^as, in fine, a man who had 
rally assisted him in all hi.s cxperiinenta aitd improve- a hopeful and Vo urageous look, sanguine yet jjraeiieal, 
^ments, had lost MrJKirkman Finlay and Mr Archibald wliose A’^ery physical bulk seemed formed to ('oiitend 
Buchanan; and the severe depre^ion in the national Avith those matcriab elements wherein lay his l>iisines.s 
trade, Avhich had then continued for four or five years, on tlie earth. 

rendered it proper- for the surviving partners to devote Noaa% tlus man, at the time avc liave arriAcd at, jiro- 
tbemselves exclusively tW their own biisuiCBs, Under ceeded to Scotland on his ail'airs ; and, ai^eompanied by 
such circumstifices it may* well be conceived that a his gentle and loving iiiect*. Avent to A-isit his cousin, 
;> person of such large and various ricAA^s, ^nd ince.s8ant Mr Arehibalcl Buchanan, at; Kinjeneleugh in Ayrsliire. 
'J activity of spirit, must have*found Iiimsiilf gradually Here he was in his element, and a scoi'c of years 
Jtp. a hampereu posiri^^ and likewise that the company, younger, no doubt, from the associations that rushed 

honouring the manager and loving the man, nifist ui)on his heart. One day — it was in the •evening of 
been compelled to see, as ho did himself, that^ the Oth of June 1850 — he Avent to bed applirenily in 
Avas uuayoi&able. HoAvever tip's may be, his' usu:*! hualth. ^ Attint waking dreams may have 
as cordial as the (X)mpamoushy had flitted before bis eye ere he*^slept — what ncAv ideas lie 
and agreealile; and Mr Smith, biddi;ig may have caught at in their flight to garner tlfem up 
|S|Sp||^to liis l>eautifu^ Deanston, went south Avard to for tlib morroAv — ^vhat proj(^;s may have cliased each 
igjJ|f©Sil%ficdds and pastfli^es other tlypugli his^ rostlew? br)^n— it is impossible tb 
In Maachfester chieflys^Sle patents he l^jid taken out tell: bnVthat Avas his last tlie \Amrld. With- 

w^e in operation <i^but I^ndon ivas the out previous illness, and Avitkout pain, James Smitlr 
.chosen ■.by Maf BnaRh . for his residence | pass^ suddcnl/ away, leaving beliiud lij^ the memory 
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of a kindly, amiabU% earnest ma»-.“a miiii%-ho had Bospliorus; for angild, giliy-be.art!^dl^rjfi#weariii^a<feif., 
p(3rfo!rmod zkalojuslg^ the work intrusted' to him by God, and loose garments, sat grave and cr{)ss-legged in tlM) .(I 
and wliose labours wHl loiigTH^e felt^n their influence midst of his goods, surrounded by^^iree or fofti’Sy'ounger 
upon the progress of the hiunan kind. pompatrioft» sipiilaajjr" attired. w ^ \ \ 

_ ^ *The pendulum experiment is still a subjeot of discus-^ 

T TT T XT Cl T A r 1. TV c\ 1? 1 XT T XT lA il* Btfll iirguod f ?(? and con with different qualities of ' ' 

TilTINGb lALKhT) Oh IM LONDOM stated', the question now 

- • Professor Badem Powell gave his lectuiio on the pheno-r. 

Exhihition coiuinues to he an nbsorhiiij? subjeeT as I told you in ‘my last; hut he admitted that ' 
in more wa}’s than one, most qf'ogr west^-ond the subject was ‘ beset wigji^ifficulties,’ and but few of 
slioplvoepers have found out by the cixigaity of their Jils audieni*.e w(;rc ablc*to coinpreliond his reasoning, 
exchequer. In the superemhient, attractions 8f «he Mf- \Vh(^tstone endea\1mred* 1^) explain the diflIdVilty 
Crystal IVilaee minor eonsidef-ations j^ppear to be lost by ^omctlfm^still more difficult— namely# a stretched” 
siglit of: mereers eoniplaiii tliat silks and .satins remain spiral wire -i^ch, if made to vibrate verticllly, changed 
unsold on ilieir shelve.s*in eonsequei>^:o of the grander the directidli of its vibrations to horizontal immediately 
display *111 liyde Park; cabinetmakers^mourn over (ui the frame to vvhieh it was attached being turned 
uudiuiinishing .stocks of chairs uiul tables^ cbcrmi|;>.:! half rouml. Then, •again, the experiment has been a 
aver that pliarmaey was never Itfss hi request; Itiff pried at the Institution 'of .Civil Engineers, and si*- 
umpty henelies are seen at theatres to a much gTedfep ceeded beijaiHfnlly — too well, in fact^ for the pendulum 
extent than is agreeable to managers. can it lie got through as iiuftU of its work in three -quartern of 

otherwise?. After s|)eiuling their niOTiey^and their an houj as it ought to Jiave done in six hours. Further, 
time iif the Great ILxhibition people are loo econo- several of our ijacst able mathematicians still deny in 


extent than is agreeable to managers. 1^ g<fl through as iiuftU of its work in three -quartern of 

otherwise?. After s|)eiuling their niOTiey^and their an houj as it ought to Jiave done in six hours. Further, 
time iif the Great ILxhibition people are too econo- several of our ijacst able mathematicians still deny in 
niical and too tired for any other pursuit of business toto the liypothesis on wliicli the whole argument is 


or pleasure; and while the eomniissioners are taking! 
their thousands daily, tlicro i.s so much diverted from I 


based— the irmnntaliility of the plane of vibration. , If 
“ i whole 


this he di.sprovet^ thc; 


theory tumbles to the 


the pockets of retailers. Vet with all this flow towards gTound. Wo are promised, however, that the question 
till} Industry of the Ahitions, our streets, at the time I shall be .set at^o.st by a paper w^iidi will come before 
write, are far from being overtlironged, a.s was pre- the IJoyal Society and the Britisli Association. Wo 
dieted. In such traflic as tliere is, liuwever, the pro- are then to learn that neither the wire nor tlie bob of 
pouderaiici' is decidedly wfstv.urd, and shewn b 3 ^ the the pendulnm rotates as liitherto supposed; tliat hqth 
prpence of well -dressed pedestrians on the footways, are as inde|)endent in this respect a.s if suspenaed from 
evidently n\ore intent on pleasure than husme-is. At a point uncoimected with the earth ; tlnft the side of thf 
presi-nt, exixelai Ion i.s uncommonly li vely us to what boh facing the south at the commencement of tlK! oxpe- 
tliv' Whitsun holidays vdll produce. If realised wc riment will still face the south at the end. Those who 
shall tinm Itavo an overu lielmiiig influx; hut, as I may desire to try it wdll do well to remember one 
li(.*;u-, liH:; rniways emmot u cll hr iog more tweuiy ; important fact — which i|, tliat the longer the w^ire of 

ili;!ii-.mvi ^ er d.ry. | the pendulum the more accurate will the results appeal^ 

’ ’ . . .... .. , 


1 >vi;s at the l'.\hibition IVorn the opening to the j to come out, wliile in reality the error 


e ot\lifd and movement they pre- | 
at 111 * angle of tin; transept gallery 


clo;;e on lire third of the shilling days, when more than ! than with a short wire. Still, as a m|itliematical formula 
for ty ihous;ind people were in the Vmilding. AVliat an has now been constriictc'd for the elimination of the 
extraordinary scene ot\lifd and movement they pre- error, rm experiment even with a long wire, if faithfully : 
sented ! To .st.iiid at Ih* angle of tin; transept gallciy conducted, may help to’rvard.s a solution of the difficulty, 
lunl look down oa the animated multitudes pa;^sing in BelkviEfl-s in the theory sny, that beiere long the experi-' 
nil fiiiectir^i^ in t'lc gr.and-ccntral avmiue wa.'i in itself merit will become a familiar one in class and lecture 
a siK‘f!aclo of an asLoidshing cliaructer. The buzz of rooms. 

.•ouiitle.ss voices, thc tread of thousands of feet on the Astronomers are lalking about the toiul eclipse of 
cleanly -sweirt floors, the pla.sh and play of the foun- the sun which is to occm* on the 28th of July next. 


.•ouiitle.ss voices, thc tread of thousands of feet on the Astronomers arc lalking about the tolal eclipse of 
cleanly -swcirt floors, the plash and play of the foun- the sun which is to occm* on the 28th of July next, 
tains, with ;;m oeeasional distant bias^ from the organs, and preparations are being in .a do by tlie sky-explorers 
i>r a rvivila i. on the pianos, ffirmed a combiuatum of in England, the United States, and otlier countries, for 
.somuUovci'poweriug in its vast m ss and continuity — a trip to those parts of the continent in which the ' 
sm li as imj)rc.s.ses you with a feeling half of awe, that obscuration of life greatT liiminai%r wiH be complete, 
tlic idea of aTonco. ir.se of nati^ais has been fully realised, A line drawn from Norway to the Caspian Sea will 
and m.'ikc.s tt diflii-ult to leave thc con teuq flat ion for indieiUe the l^ie of greatest darkness ; a^( I within tMs, 


ic more active business of eNaminalion in detail. 

A general glance liaving been taken of the conten'v 
r this womieiful place in No. 1187 of the Journa.| 


at various points, it is hoped that nianjMrustworthy 
observatigiis ti' thc interesting })henome«on wMl be 
obtained. The astronomer -royal has given a lecturo 


f can onl\' venl ure further upon ^ curiosity. No on thc silbject at the Koyal Institution, in which the 
need now to go to Constantinople to see a Turkish appcMirance.s to lie more especially noted, and the im- 
iiazaar, i'or licix^ is one willi its awning of striped purple portance attaching to them, were*stated with his usffiil, J 
and white, its stalls studded with stars and crescents, ability. Another nmtter that lias couk; before them i8: :| 
:nul displaying maimlactu^cs of sucli exquisite flrbric the name tbr'!«the new plan* t recently discovered bjfli 
and workmauship as to elicit ‘an unqualitied expression Mr Hind ; the one propose A satisfies bdTh tlie 
of surprise and admiration. I heard a lady lament that mythology and present philosophy. It is to be; 
she had not been btlVn in Turkey, that she might have (Feacd^, and represented in astronomical tables 
worn the dainty and decorated slipi)ers, the brilliant syml>ol of iS dove witlfan olive-branch. 
silks and brociuie.s, and magniticenl sliawls wJiicb hung will be grjtifled at knSwing tlmt Macf* meets 
.so toinpringly around ber. It was aoinothing to con- Counterpoise even among thc planets, 
vince \i)urse'lf l)y ocular demonstration of such taste corning sidereal topics, is thc ftic.t that iafi 

and skill on the part of th^ Aflissulmans.^ And yet *an able jnetiioir recently l^id before tbo A€aclft|y^H 
wlic^i one looked at their rude agricultural implemeuCs dls.^te8*the assumption that bolides 
placed by themselves iy a ctn'iier, and contrasted tbem minor satellites of the earth, and dis|i^Ybd it 
with the highly-wromimt manufactures but a%ew feet derived from the laws of mathematw^nd 6f 
^ away, it wq|s scarcel,j^ossihIe iiot^to draw' a fair infei^ To refer again to our Institute: of . Givil 
once fls to the socit/cHidition of tlie peopjl 'by whom they halib been debating ™ 

they were produced. sThere needed but little imagi- a canal wjross the isthmU9 of Suez. ‘ 


nation to flifcy yourself really on the shores jof the [ Stephenson, who w 
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f haraoHs^ att)Ut its* engineering capabilities 

a Ava3^ Vhich pa*©vokes mucli- lively discussion among 
those wkoVfite after their names. , Should 

: it lead t« the 4)nu$ion of one"* gr the*otfter line .of 
^travel, overland voyagers will not rebuke tliem fbrj ca^uU be obviated bj' using roftiry instead of rc'cipro- 


talking. As fur^ as can be predicated, ,it seisms 
certain ' tliiCt'df a speedy traverse of the j^ierican 
isthmus is to be effected, the African ()fte will soon be 
rendered Sihlilarly available. 

Api*Oi>os of America : dlln^dtoyal !Mail Company arc 
about to odd two new steamer^ to their New York an<l 
Boston line : and inste^tl^or staling but twiee^a luodth 
as beretofoAduringtbe winter, will run i^ressel w'oekly 
throughout ^bc year : ‘ Hol3diead to V3V their port. 
Storms and bad weather will have to gh^ in to tlio 
spirit of eutorprise. The project, too, for the grand 
Atlantic and I^acific Uuihmy across the American 
continent is again talked of, on this as well as the 
other side of the 900011. Air Whitney, thC‘ proposer of 
th€v sclieme, offei's, if Congress will* grant him a strip 
of land sixty miles wide all across the country from 
Lake Michigan to tlie hay of San F-rancisco, to con- 
struct the line without tlio aid of money - grants from 
government or of public ;)ompani(;s. His plan is, 
supijosing the land made over, to Biv down the first 
ten miles of road, which being done, w ill render the 
lands oil either side faliniblc. 'riicse, ft»r a lireadtli of 
fifteim miles, are tlien to be sold, and a second ten miles 
of rail laid clowm with the proceeds ; and so on, selling 
and roa^-inaking, until the whole shall be complete, 
when the surplus lands and overplus of funds, if any, 
riro to belong tft the projector and his lieirs. ^fhe line 
w^ould commence at the southern extremity of ’Wiscon- 
sin, from whence to New York — more than lOWO miles 
— there is already abundant means of communication 


powxT : ft is nearlystvrice as great. AVlieii the engine 
is reversed, the iijagneto-clectric imiuojtitgMs in favour 
of the battery-current, afid augments itsr effects. TJie 
trouble growing out of the oscillating nioticni of the ear 


cf£jMig ongii\gs.’ 

A'o finish w’ith a few nnsccllancous items : "the 
,>ftizens^of Boston,. Lhiitod States, now liave tlu^ t^n(^ 
time fiai^ied to "tluMn daily, at iKioti from the Cani-« 
hridgiV ohsewaJoiy, four*iftiles distant; by which the 
clock I of the city may be regulated, and tlie rap- 
tnfns of vessels l.vyng in the harbour may rate their 
chronometers.— i^V philosopher in IMnladelphia, wiio lias 
made a series of microscopical ^.laminations of tlie hair 
of the ancient Fgxuviaiis, and compared it with that of 
the present r :A'.!!S of Indians, comes to the caSicIusiDu 
that they., all belong to the same siieeics. — Kleetro- 
mngnetic clocks are aiiont to bo fixed in various parts 
of Berlin for the public service, tlic coniimmieations k) 
l>e effoe ted Haitians of the ^rires already stretclied to 
signalise fhe Breaking out of fires. — According to the 
returns of the Faster ht>ok-f:iir at Lei])sic, .'IGHPl w'orks 
w'ere x>rinted in (icTiiiany in the preceding six months, 
and llHfi w'cre in jiress — more than 800 a month; luU 
too many, if knowdedge lie really increased. — Sir Jolin 
Kicliordson is at work on a narrative of his overland 
journey' in search of Sir John Franklin, from 184 7 to 
1840. — ]Mr V’haekeray is adding to his literary fame 
by bis able lectures on the English Humorists < J the 
last centnrj’.— -Manchester^is alx)ut to ereet a statue in 
honour of Dalton, the<iuthor of the alojuic theory. 
— Mr ’Wyld’s great glulK* exhibition is tti>eji. — And 
last, though not least, the tti ojn'rost/ admission -fee is 
abolished at St I’aul’s ! 


I by railway and steamboat; wliich leaves 20;U) miles | . . 'rurr' i irr iw v 

I jOf new rpad \p be laid down. The fiwt BOO j i IN I HE Elr h f A 

compHse i)rairie grounds, w'ell suited, it is said, for i Tin-; n.anie of Wllljelm Bildenl.elc i 


agriculturid purjxjjies : then come the 8lopc.s of the 
[ Bocky Mountains, and the descent Into California. The 
project is certainly a raagnifimit one ; and such is the 
pushing nature of the American cimracter, tliat no 
doubt is entertained of the i)0.ssibility of accdlncdisli- 
nient by the means proixiscd. If carried out, it will 
form a short route to our Chinese and Australiau 
possessions ; and should Congress refuse their consent, 
it is thought that England might undertake tlio enter- 
prise, as the possibility of con.stmcting a railway' from 
Quebec* to Vancouver's Island lias more than once 
been talked about. 

Having on 6^nnen&oct‘asion.^ called your attention to 
what w'as doing in Ain(‘rica in tlie matter of tlie electro- 
magnetic UxKyriotion, I must now* give v’ouia few * latest 
particulars,’ which several of our engineers and rnecha- 
niciafis regorcl with no little interest. fJTofessor Page 
has been running an engine (in a short line of railw ay 
from Washington to Bladenaburg. TJie lcK;oifiotivc, as 
lie states, with the battery fully' clnu’ged, weighs ten 
afld a Imlf tons, and witli a load of seven pas«eiigcr.s he 
made it travel nineteen miles an ]i«nir, notw'ithstandlng 
•that^ lieing new, the enpne worked stiffly ; that the 
•y*Cells broke, owdngp to ftie imperfect nature of 
ay of w'htcti they were ctmiiiosed ; and timt tliere 
a w^ant of insulation in tlie helices.* Tlib.se arc 
which time and experieftce w ill doiwlesfl over- 
meanw^Me we must riftnain contenf with the 
'*6<m)count of the trial. He says: ‘The run® 
from W asliiikgton tii Bladcnsburg was thirty'- J 
minutes. W© slopped cm the way five time.s,^ 
“ should have ^hftbly made the run inftess Ifcan 
^ntinutes: 061% w there were seven 
thrw i^elayi-^HiUt isj the en^ne was backed 
blit withou!(^ entire] y losipg head way% It 

of this 

Ci; spnie j^rs Vnee, -tliat 

"" “Nwer a greiiljip^ timti' propelling 



A DU'J'CH I’Ol'/r. 

IS s(*arc(*h’ known 


beyond the boumlancs of bis own ctiimtrv; and 
those who are convorHiint wiin the Duicli language 
place him in a very high nnikVas a jxv. t. The imbli- 
cation of hi.- fir«t pmni, * I Ji/ns,’ formed quite an era 
in the instoiy of Dutch literature: it w;)s speedily' lol- 
Jowed ly a faithful and spirited translati^ni of tlie 
‘CEdixuiH’ of BoplioclfS, aRi via-sions of t.»ther Creek 
W'riters. Be.side.s his imaginative ]»ursiiits, lie engaged 
with ardour in the study of gei logy, and almost rivalled 
Cuvier in his acqyaintance with natural liist^ay. War. 
and inv'asion, liow(*ver. internipted tlie laVif>ni '^ of Bil- 
derdyk. He quitted lloUand, travelled through (u'l- 
manv, crossed ovr-r to F.nglaiid, ami finally s]»c nt some 
time amongst the Scotti^i Highlands, Afherc he em- 
ployed him.self in translating Dssi:in’s jau-nfs into Dutch 
ver.se. He tlien went to the jirincijiality of Brnnswiek, 
^id there coinpos-cd a very extraordinary worU. ‘'riu* 
^laludies of Wise Men’— a poem whose mild, lofty su- 
blimity, unearthl5^inU‘re;st, and grasj) of gloomy tliouglit, 
entitle it to rank with the ‘ Inferno’ of Dante. 

Bilderdyk at length was able to return to his coun- 
try'. Louis Naiioleon, who tlien reigiie<l at llu* Hague, 
chose him as his instructor in tiu* Dutch language, 
and named him president of tlie second class in the 
Institute^ of Amstordani. About this time be married 
a beautiful and talentoil, girl, nani8d Willielmina; and 
for several years tiny enjoyed together as i>erfi*('t hap- 
piness as this world can give — she occupied in domestic 
and matemal duties, and he adding to his kune ami 
fortune by the publication of several w'orks. *"Bnt at 
length dkjpth vieiteA (heir dwelling, and removinl 
Within a brief space three lovely eliildren. ’J’heir loss 
w^a| comtuGinorated by their ^louniing father it/' two 
poems-^‘ Winter Flowers,* anOL‘'riie .Farewell.' Not 
long afterwartla, public iniidVirtime (rarne to aggravate 
his private sorrows. Louis Ni^l left Ifolland, ami 
Bilderdyk took refuge at Uronvigcn, wliere lie stayed ^ 
for sogie time, and then, rcject-ing*' a l^ral oiler of 
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omploymont madt; liini by Williaiii^pf Oraiigiil, he set 
out for Friinf#t>, ai^ec^iipatiied by his wife. 

W'lieii theyiiitoredithe dilijeiice thT'y found it occii- 
but by^ one person, a younjr female of mild and 
engaging appearance. Iso sooner did thelieavy maclmie 
begin to move than slie began to*seream, and tesfip 
‘ the ^nost absurd degree of terror. Publie carriaj 
tlion were certainly ftir inferior, both in safety aiX 
^K'commodation, to tjiose ,of modern times ; tlie^ 
probable amount of danger to* be nj)pi‘elie%le(f di<,J^not 
by any means justify the exeessjvc apprchcpision mani- 
fi'stc'd by the fair traveller. Cfi aryving at Hnftscfe, 
the lady was so m’neh overe.oijie that she annoiineed 
her intention of stoi)pi)ig some, day.s in fhat city to 
reeruit her strength befdn* venturing agaiu to encoun- 
tiT the •|)erils of a diligence; and t:\lwng leave of 




ii 


Ilochcdle, wliilc hej^ fathor workeeP in ^#0* 

day a’ballodn descended near their dojr, and opt of iV 
was taken a mark severely but pot^ingtji-ously bruised. * 
Her pareiitt liim witli f|p utmost hospitality, 

and supplied him wiui all the comforts *they could give. , 
Tie Jiad no money when^witlrtp repay them; but as he 
was *aborit*to depart, he remarked that the^hii stress of, 
the house was vfry near her confinement, and he said: 

and mark my Avorcls. Fortune cannot always 
di'sert -1110. In sixteen if alive, I will return 

liithen ^f^the child wl|o will soon 1)6 born to you 
slumld l><*a boy, I will then ado'gt him ; if a girl, I ill 
marry her !’ ^ 3 ' 

'rile wortli^X'iisants laughed heartily at This st?ango 
thod of paying a bill ; and although they allowed 


their guest to depart, they certainly built very little on 
llilderdyk and his wife, she gratefully l!?mnke<l the i Iuf» promise. Tbe aerpiuiut, however, kept* Iiis word ; 

.*wn iftT during^tepd at the*end of sixteen j'ea 


latter for the kind attention slie bad* she 

journey. The two nollauders ])roeceded on their 
Aviiy to Paris, laughing lieartily from tim<* time at 
the foolisli eowardiee of a, ivoman who i^irocipure 
ill eveiy^'iit, and a ev rtain overturn in every jolt of the 
iv heels. 

Arrived at their journ(*y's end, the travellers took 
V!i» tlieir abode in a hnmble dwelling in the Ivuc Kiche- 
lieu, and comnieiued with the utmost dedight visiting 
all the wonderful things in Pari.s. Pdiderdyk soon 
found luinself eonvpletely in ni.s element. He hreak- 
fasti'd villi f'uvier at the Jardiii des Plantes, ]>as.sed 
his afternoon at tlu* llililiolheque Ihehelieii, dined in 
tlie Faubourg St (ierinain witli ,l)r Aliliert. nud finished 
the evening at the ])l:iy or the oiiera. One day he and 
I'js wife were given exeelleiit ])lae(‘s for witnessing the 
aseent, in a lialloon (tf a young woman, Ijlaneliard, 
whose reekk'^s eouragi' enabled her to untlertake aerial 


!irs reapi)eared at the irni^ 
th'm inli^t^l by only a fair younj^girl, ver;v^atcly 
left an <^han. S^o willingly acc(^5ted Jcan-lhorre 
Hlatiehard a.s a hushaiul, and for a short time they 
lived liafipily tog#her; but during an ascent which lie 
made in Holland, ^jo was seized Avith apoplexy, and fell 
to the ground from a height of sixty feet. 'Phe unhappy 
aeronaut Avas not killed on tlic spot, but lingered for 
some time in frightful torture, carefully and fondly 
attcuuled by bit'^wife, Avhom at Icfhdh he left a young 
and penniless AvidoAv. 

Marie ^Madeleine Blamhard, despite her natural 
timidity, resolved to adopt her Imsband's perilous pro- 
fes.sjon. J’ride and necessity comliincd do Av'Snders; 
and not only did she succeed in maintaining perfect^ 
eomposure Avliile in llie air, lint sJie also displayed 
Aronderfnl iiresimce of mind during times of danger. 
On one occasion she a.scended in lier balloon from 


voyages, despit ’ the sad fate av ! del i befell Pilastre dc i Mantes, intending to coine^ilown at about four leagues 
Ki),-iers. Imc r.v. u husliand, and sevi'ral other aeronauts, j from tluii town in wbat'*she believed to be a large 

nu ailoAv. AVhile nijiidly deseendiug, the cordtPge of the 


< M;ir I loll.nulei's aiinised tliemselves ftir some time with 
Avati jiiug tiie ]>roeess of iullating llu' balloon, and fol- 
h.'wiiig Avilb their eyes* the course of the tiny mes- 
siiigrr-balhious si*ut ui> to as-ertaiii the direction of 
llic iijiper cnrn'nts of Av^jd At length all is ready: 


balloon became entangled in the bpnclies of a tree, 
and she found herself suspended over a vast gveeu 
marsh, avIioso treacherous mud would iulallibly ongiilph 
her. Drawn to tht' spot liy her cries, several peasants 


I hr liaiid strikes uo a livi Iv air, ami Jllanchaid, \ came .*yo*! ter assistance, ami with considerable difiicuUy 
dressed in Avliitr iioil crou ne(l witli roses, appears ! and dahger succeeded in jilaeing her on terra firnia. 
hol'Ung a si’nall, gay flag in b. r ban 1. With the most ; On the day following the one on which she dined 

gracrfid coinposure slie ]daccd liersiif in the boat; the | Avith jM.and Mnw Bilderdyk, .M'm: Blaneluird left Paris, 

cords wrre' loosed, and the C( urageous advonturcs.s, I promising her tAvo friends, as she bade them fare aacII, 
borne rapidly n]nvards in her periions. vehicle, soon ■ that she Avould soon return. Time passed on, hoAvever, 
a])|)eared like a dark s]n)t in tlic sky. * | and thiy licard notliing of her. dliey Avere prei)aring 

AVliey hr rrluincd to his lodging, llildenlyk composed j to return to Holland, whi n some Bilderdyk’s eoiin- 
a poem in liommr of tlie lirave Avoman who adventured j trymeu residing in Paris resolved U|give yim a haminet 

lu r life so liokHy, ri' ailing tli^' free liirds of heuA cn in | on the eve of his departure. 

luT fiight, and ht-holding tlie stars face to face. Mext ! The entertajpmont took place at :i. celebrated restaii- 
morning In- hasiencd to get his lu'oduetiou printed; and i rant situated at the angle formed by theliiie Cauebat 
AvitboiM eoMsidi ring that ni.inehard most l.kely^ and the Ihie do jh'ovoncc. ’While enjoying ^hems^lvos 

did noi uml( rstand Duieh, he repaired to her lodgings^ at table, tlfe guests suddenly ]>erceived the Avindows 
A\ itli a copy of tlie ]ioein in his hand, iii lending to ask f darkened aly the passing of siane hu'ge black object. 
]>ermi;>sion to pr-‘scnt it to lier. He was courteously I AVith one accord they rose and ran out : a aa oman lay 


invited to enter tlie ilraAving-room, and JhiTC, to liii 
i real amazement, he found Inmself Ich-a-tt'te Avilh the 
silly, friglitened lady, wliose nervous tremors in llu* 
Jh ussels diligeuci' had atforfletsi so much amusement to 
him and his Avife. 

I^^urpriscd and disiwucertial, fe was beginning to apo- 
logise, Avhen the huly iMteiTni)tecl liim. 

‘Monsieur,’ slie said, 'yon are not mistaken. I ;iui 
Mar- IJlanchard. A’ou see hoAV' possihle it is for tin* 
same ]U‘»son to he l OAvardly in a. eoaclr end courageous 
ia a halloon.' ^ • 

A good dc'al of convonfati*)!! ensued ; the f)oeni Avai 
timidly otlered. and graciously accepted ; and the lair 
aiTonant accf'pted an ii‘*^itati'in to dine that ihy wfth 
*Bilderdyk ami his Avife^ ^ • 

In tilt course of evening M»no BlatAihard re- 
|\la,ted to them some leunoii.^ cireumstanccs in her life. 
Her mother /^A"pt*:i\numb1e Avayside inn neav Dii 


on tlie paA'ement, )>ale, crushed, ahd deAd. Hilderdyit 
gave a cry — it Avaifl^nw' Blanchard! In ’A'luit a guise 
to meet her av^in ! Encouraged by tlie constant im- 
punity of her periions asttcnsjpns the unlnfjipy aei-onaut 
(tbe Avurd, I believe, lias no feminine), finding a formjids 
able rival in (lanjerin, resoh^ed to surpass, ill 
daring by |lgmenting jyiie risk of her aerial voya^i 
For tins pwpose she lifbted up her buljpgn-car 
oplourcd lamps, and carried Avitli her *i supply 
AvorkvS, On the fith of July 18UL slie rosii 
ft vast concourse of spectator^ The balloon 6ai|ght; ii 
one^f tl<l trees in the C’luunps-Elysees ; btlt 
regardi ng the augury, M«>c Blanctod ® 

last, and its she rose rapidly in 
qiKiutity of lighting spirits of iwini^^lind 
rockets and liomnii ciuidkM|lj^ Suddert^^ 
tlie mass ot^ipturneil eyesTS^jbiJ 
one piercing fr^ a|^ 
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<3W4 belc^, and tlSoa. some Tweed, |the HumJjj'r, the Thames, jnd others farther 
was seen; to detach itself south. « «> *' 

aaitie i^ar earth, it was ^cognised as the In ascending Our rivors the i^annonlis exposed to 
thbdy of the Ul-fateaS^»o Blanchasd. ^ « ’ nunierousdiflicultieSj'wWhitmustnecessarilydvcr- 

Wiping anJ twShling, Bildc^^^^ before it reaches its destination. The strong 

^ aud wrapped it up in the net-‘ currents, the slialldw and exposed portions of tlic 

li^lc (k iib ballcon, which the hands stilW graced sA'eani, the various falls which occur in our risers, 
shock, acting on his excitable tempera- jyre all calculated to impair thep* strengtli, and add to 
^ him into a dangerous illness, from i^y.‘J^thnt dt^erioration of structure wjudi infallibly takej|, 


ho rwvered, arf^'turuod to his native conn- pla^^ Jif ftjpsh water. “ Tin' nervous and miiseiilar 
’ There he nublished an odiiiirahle treati-e,^ * TJie energy time e.xpendedtonfeebles still more their dimi- 


There he published an <«linirable treati-e,*^ * TJie energy time e.xpended ^enfeebles still more theirdimi- 
of Vegetable Or§anisal4on, ’and a pcSei*:, entiCled ncsbea strength, aiid assists in increasing that deterio- 
I Sbe Bestiietion of the Vriineval Woi^h* A IVoncli ration which their exposure to fresh water liiul begun, 
f ^critic has ^leed thi^ latter work in the rank* with Thus the .salimTn, by the time it readies its spawning 
‘Pamiise Lost,’ and says: ‘Old Milton has Nothing finer, ground (a considerable way up some small stream), is 
mb^ enerffetlc, or more vast in his immortal work.* much exhau^^i^cd, and the subsequent exorlVon com- 
t ' An English critic, however, would probably scarcely plctcs its fikeriorntiori, and rediKvs it to the mere 


8 .;^bncur in this judgment. 

S'* BU^rdyk diccUn the town of Iltiarletit'tgj, tho fS^h 
‘ .December ISaix” ‘ '■ 


I I*; FISH AKE IN SEASOf^ AND WHY. 

|)Tn<i p^od fbr fish Iwing in season is dependent upon 
as simple as tliey are uniyersait In land animals 
: of th^ genus mammalia, the circumstances of the period 


plctcs its fiHerlorntiori, and rediKvs it to the mere 
skeleton *bf wlint' it was when it first entcTcd the 
moutli of the river. 'J'luifi, by tl»e combined operatipn 
of these a process of deterioration takes jilaee 

in the filnSKm the first moment it enters tiie fresh 
water until it returns to the sea, where it»speedily 
recovers its healthy appearance —its muscles increasing 
in size and strengtJi, a deposition of fatty matter taking 
place, and its scales recovering their hrilliant silvery 
lustre. 


ofrenroduction, and Ae cart- and at.tachfiic.nt they mar.i- i , Aftc'r lli.- ymintc fry reach the «.a tliyy are .'ntirol.v 
- i 1 • 1 4 . r • I ‘i 4 • lost sigiit /)! lor about ten weeks; and wo can onl^' 

fe.porheir>-oun«,lmTo he effect of so seriously ck-ten 

. rating thetr Btruetuios, that a-considcraWc tinic chijiscs • l,y tiigji- thou retiiciiiiig to our rivers, ivi'itrhiiin 


4' bCKfore Hieso regain their normal state. 1 he cause ot this - to I pounds, »wheri they are known 

I ..Is f."v4c! ..vVtVTi .All la Crt*. t’Vii.. 11 < ti 1 1*! iltl i _ i ;i ..T. 1 .. 1 « i'l . .. .. I d 


Itirf the land animals referred toisobvious, for thonourisl!- | grilse of sulrnon-peal. After remaining a sliort perio;I 
ment which had previouslj' gone to support their own i in fix^sli v.'at( r tlj<\v lose their sibi'ry lusfie. their fins 
' organism now goes to build up and nourish tljc .struc- ; assuming a <!usl>y appearaiiee. In the ensuitig m inter 

. ttn^sof the young wliich arc in processor development, i niost: of these grilse spawn; after vdiich they again 

and thus the mother becomes enfeebled, and her fiesh i Iho stja to reefuxr tlieir lost strong (h. and 

.uafitted/or the use of matt. With the fl.sh of whUh • *'■« h.llovn.is; year attam a iveicdit ot tron, It. to 1.. 

, we propose to treat, the reason for their heintr out ot 

season is the saifie, altbough the cireum.stunces arc : ^-ondition thus aomewliat varied, according as it is early 
i: ?i|ipniewhat different. In the fish, the nourishment, j or late in aseenfling our strcnius ; but, ns a general faef , 

■ besides supplying the necessary wa,ste in the system j tb.e fish is found in greate/ perfection in tlie sea. 

of the female, goes at certain seasons lO the pi*)d^ctioii j at tfie mouths of our gn»at rivers, hct'ori commoncie.^ 

and growth of the innumerable ova w'itU whic’,' she j its ascent. Previous to this, indeed, it is^belicved to 

and in the male to the devdopmeiit of the milt | he in a still fiighev slat(' cit' lienith ; Imt it is then in 
^ y pi* Soft which is indispensable to the conversion of! deep water, and not to l.‘e caught by any l.>ait or jiro-e's 
' ova into living creatures. Aud first of the .salmon, j at present known. Jlut. spe aking generally, the salmon 

; , i^e king of our river visitants : — | is finest in quality in iVhniarv, Mareli, April, .May, 

i;, | The proper abode of the salmon is the sea. it is i and .lune, and cmitinuv'S tolerahie during August and 

.ascertained that tlK seas arouu^^^^ Britain, as well j Septemher. After it spawns it i.s thin and l:;niv; its 

tSs those bordering Jn the n(#th of Euroi»e, and extend- | fiesh ])ale and of an insij>id Jlavour ; and it is docidt dly 
ing to Asia, lorni its true habitat. While in the highest j unwhoK^sonie m an ariht^o t)f food. •• 

■ state of health, however, the’ sahnon is^eklorn if ever i — 'riiecod is exebisively an inhabitaTd of the sf’e. 

■ to be caughT in the sea, even at the inoulhs of our j never even visiting fresh- water stream.s. It is found only 

: ,;gr€^t rive®>. It is not until forced, l.g' the instinctive jJ^u cold or temperate climates. It docs not ( xist in the 

i necessity of spawning, to seek a place of safety, that it ipiediterraneiin, or any other inland sea whose entrancii 

makes for fresh water ; and when this occurSf the scales T i.s nearer to th# equator than tlie fortieth degree. It 

> .begin to lose their silvery lustn% the flesh to l)ecomc | apiiear.s, indeed, to be confined to tlic norlliern ]>arts of 

. , ijbft and i)ale, And tHfe marine insects which adherc^d to ■ tlu? world, aj^^iough few hav(* lieen taken north of Ice- 
y: the bodies in the sea to drop off ap#die. Tlius in addi- | land. It al)Ounds, however, on the south mtd Avo.st 
\ ^tion to their inferior flavour when caught: in our river.?, coast.? of that country, and likewise, on the coasts of 


land. It al)Oun(ls, however, on the south nttd Avc.st 
coast.? of that country, and likewise on the coasts of 


^b|ve manifold evidegee ^ the deterioration and Great Britain ami Iso!VaJ\ 1'lie cod uniformly keep.' 


pamtiyely unhealthy cpiidition of the salmon at in deep water, and neve ' approaches the shove except- 

^seasons. • ing for the purpose ^ (lc]) 08 itiftg its spnivn. The 

|e Salmon l)egins to nac^d the riyi|^ of Great general weiglit of the cod i? from 14 to 40 p«>und.«. 
lb SGgj:^g|l^r later in the Ipring or Humlier months. The largest cod over fo\ind on the coast of Great 
H|r8(gw[$mBg from hirge it is to be fou*d Britain was taken off Searborougli in 1755, and 

^^spring, their^wttters having been Sooner puri- weighed 7B pounds; it.? length wa? 5 fc^c't inches, 

"* |K>fiition in tbCflakesi Ki vers, again, savoIIc# and its ^rtli roun# shoulders 5 feet. As indi- 
ir snows in the spring months, ar# latq|^ for cated by^the sirA* of its moflth, stomach, and bowels, 
fjy be^p? to ^cend them when the lake it^k extremely voracious. U preys ui>on smafl fish 
to fail. Hence all the rivers in oi every description, and tl^^herring and sprat are 
of Scotland ^urc earlier than those in the it? favourite food.' c^l, luVever, is far fn.)m par-* 
English The Tay, the Earn, the ticnlar ii#it8 choice, for it l%ewlse feedf on worms, 

All t|ie rivers to the xiortli are earlier mollusca, and cni.stacea. Ero^Jliirty to forty small' 
’^an yie %>rri^ tlie Esk, the crab«^ about an inch and a half in ^breadth, have 


i salmon l)egins to nse^d the riyi|^ of Great general weiglit of the cod i? from 14 to 4(i 
n sGgj:^gli^r later in the ipring or sumlier months. The largest cod ever fo\iud on the coast < 
fcsigwwmBg from hirge kk^^ it is to be fou*d Britain was taken off Searborougli in 1 
^spring, their^wttters having been Sooner puri- weighed 7B pound?; it.? length wa? 5 fc^i.q i 
pftepofiition in thCfkkesi Kivers, again, savoIIc# and its ^rtli rouii# shoulders 5 feet, 
feipf snows in the spring month?, ar# latg|^ for eated by^the sirA* of it? moflth, stomach, aii< 
^ t»hly begpps to ^eend them when the Jake it^is extremely vonicious. U prey? ui>on s 
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been talcon frorti it^ stomach, and % gastric iuicc of Ilaljhut.-^hQ hdibut iir holib«f is txpjsed in Itrg® ^ 
that organ ia^o strtmg that the shells 'and hardest i)or- qnanmios in4he markets « Great Britafi; and from the# ■ 
tions are speor^lj^dilsqjved hymt. • largo size’ of the thdi, is soM by weight. Itis okly foimd 

Tlie intense voracity of tlie'co*! renders it, oven in in tlie northern jja^ and is mueiXsed by th<i natives : 
dec}) water, h iiiore oafj^ prey to the fisherman tliaii of Norway, IceEnd, and Grcem^d. •Jt is said hr " . Ji; 
almost any other native of the di#p. lienee it is tl^ IfatiiraUats that holUnit have been caught weighii^ / ; 

lor r^nisiderably more than a century w^ell?l:»oats hat myjiAy pounds. In 1828 a holi^t was exhibited J; 

IxH'ii eonstriuMed for ^^resorving alive fish, principall\ in the Kdinbnrgl^niiirket, measuringT feet C inches 
^od, eanglit at sea. The cod of comme.rcf; is fiiAod, and 3 foot in breadtli, and weighing 820 pouhds^^^ 

a do])th ()1 from twenty -tiAa^ to fifty fathoms, Irh^ been (‘aught on tlie muiSt of the Isle of Man^and' ' 
and hooks baited with any of tlw smaller lili or crus- was tlif Wlr^st specimen ^mtained in Britain within the : ' 
fneea. Tims it is obtained forcin' markets in l#ttar memory tif any. person tiling. iThis fish resemblea file 
KSeasfrn than the salmon, for it is cahght w iiile in the : turbot a good ^>al in flavour, an?l is even Tfreferf^ tQ 
lii.s'Jiest (amdition of liealth ana strcngfli, >ong before j it by*somc pfjf^ms. In the Firth of Fortlwit ’ 

till* muscular fibre of tlfe fish is detenorateil by the 1 deej) and roch^y plac^ea. It is frequently taken of largo ; • 
dovelopnt'nt of the roe or milt, is iii ht‘St | size near Inchkiath, or the Bass Hock, It is in best 

season as an artiede of tood iiitlit* months ol^Decomber, ' condition in d une and July, and ccmtiiuies in toierahly. | 
.lanuary, and Febriuiry. It l)egius#to depoUt spawn, j-^iod soasofi till about the end of February, when il|i *^ 
iu^May and .June, and for this purpose it frequently uns. i^>j^iiing the following mon^pj of Mar^ and ' 

aseeiids tlie Forth, or oilier estuary, for imwards of April it j#iinwholes#me, and unfit for%se. ^ 


and hooks baited with any of tlw smaller li.li or efus- | was tlii Wlreest specii 
fneea. Tims it is obtained for^ur markets in l#ttar i mi'mory off nuy.persc 
seasfrii than the salmon, for it|s cafight \viiile in the : turbot a good »i>al in 
liis'Tiest condition of liealth anS strengfli, h)ug before | it by*somc pfj^^ms. 


tueiity miles, h'roiii ,Tulv to the tmd of Gcwihcr the 


-The turbot is well known in our markets i 


i.;rg(:‘ co/^ini observed to be long ami thin, particularly ; one of the larges our flat fishes, and is justly, prized 
Ib.ose found ou sand-bauks or in sballow water, being j botli for the deliRcy of its flavour and it,s nutritiousi 
lie n of very light colour, with llesh soft, unwholesome, qualitie.s. It Is found in hirg(? shoals; and although 
am! insipirl lo the tast(‘. ! not capricious in regard to* its liaimts, it appears, iti 

I /(i<l//or/i\— 'V[\c liaddock iillcwisi' inhabits northern j frequenting certain localities, to he influenced mainly 


and temjiv'rati' huitudes. It is found in great ahumbimu^ 
all round the coast s of Gn^at Britain and In.’^and. The 


hy the iireseiic# of the small fisll^on which it preys. 
Turbot arc caught iu con.sid(u*able quantities on the 


l irg st haddocks have been taken in the Bay of Dublin I coasts of Durham and Yorkshire with lines, in ti 
;m l iieighbourliuod. In al^ their migrations, they ! similar manner to cotl ; hut the most extensive turbot- 
liaieit togetlier in imniimse j^ioals. They are not i fisberics an* those of the Dulcli, which commenc!? about 
uniform in fievjueiiting the same spot or hjcality, Imt j the end of March, anil are pursued during the months of ^ 
t Inmge their liaunts. not geemingly obeying any deter- I April anil .May, and continued till the middle of August, 
iiiinal * law. Tliis probably jiroceeds from a natund i when the fishing is dropped for the year. The pro- 
timidify cf risjKisIlion, I’tr (lie same characteristic is | duee is prineipally (ransportc'd in boats to the London 
^bewn in their retri^itiiig into (leep water (luring storniy | market. From some peimliarity in its organisation, ’ 
or lioisi '.‘ ratlier. During sueli seasons, indeed, i the miis(mlar fibre of the tJh’bot is not .so much deterio- 
liic loiddfrek eonecal;-. itself among tlie sea-weed at eon- j rated during ilie grow ill of the milt and roe as*in oth^r * 
sidvri alile depths, and is not tlum to be taken ev(m with | fisli, and if it could he (auight, would be longer iii ' 
lujolvs ladted iviili its nn#t favourite, food, but it returns I .season: but like most of the finny fribe, it is only to 
iiim>‘‘diat^'ly to its former haunts upon the sub.siding of | lie proeiived when frequenting the coasts which it has 
the storm. Tlu;se iiaiyits of the haddock sufficiently 1 selected a.s its favourite spawning-ground. The turbot 
aceouMt for the necessity i.if l;eeping this fish iu salt- j spawn^ifi A.\igust, after whicli it becomes feeble and is 
water tanks, iu order lo sujiply tlu* demand at such ■ out ofilR:‘ason but it 8]:)CcdUy recovers its strength, and 
;a‘asons, auif ilie cotiserjueiil liigli prko.s wdiicli are then j retreats into (leep water. 

dei i oi.I.mI iVir it iti our luarkets. j ,SV>A . — The common .sole, probably from the com- 

riii" li>;i mignites iu larger shoals thiiu any other of | parativc smallness of its size, i.s seldom if ever caught 
tile firm}' Irilie, wiili tlu' {^veeption of tim herring, and ■ hy bait, but only by the trawling- net. Soles arc found 
viiih- in sea^’Mi is iiroeured in great quantities. It ; in great abundance on the coast o^^higlaiid, from 
biy iiis (M !)<;> in you in ilu- middle of November, and so ' Sussex to Devonsbire, and ou the /liore.s of various i 
'^ (mtlnuV s until the end of January, During this coimties of Ireland. Tlie si^e is full |bf roeyii February, ■ 
jieih’ I it app«*;i"}u'S our coasd in imnicn.se .shoals ■ and approaches the .shore to sjm.wii about tlic end of 
deposit its ov.i, wlieu it is caugh.t by our fishemien. ; tliat month or tliO beginning of March, after which 


After spawningdhe sole retre.ats into deep ^’ator, ^d 
fin the course of six weeks o” two months recovers 


'^ (mtuiU' S until the end ot January, During tins eoimties of Ireland. 1 he si«e is full Jf roeyii February, ■ 
jieih’ I it app«*;i"}u'S our coa.'d in imnien.se .shoals ■ and approaches the .shore to sjm.wii about tlic end of 
its ov.i, \v!!->u it is caugh.t by our fishemien. ; tliat month or tliO beginning of March, after which 
It is cims; (-iK'uiiv in best .sea.son about the commence- j it i.s extremely soft and watery, and iiitfit for use. 

UK lit oi' this ]n'riod. From the ln‘ginning of Febv 'arv,^ After spawning dhe sole retreats into deep ^’ator, ;|nd 
v.dten it.s spawuiug is completed, till the end of lSIa;>,mn the course of six weeks o” two months recovers 
(diis fish is sl» nder ill body, and thin-t»led, and is not *ts strengtij. Like the rest of the. fiim^’* tribe, its ' 
\v!uil( .some as food. From the beginning of June till j flavour is Unost when eanght in devp water, before thfe ^ 
ibf- end of September it retreats into deep water, where j roc or milt is mneh developed; Wt in consequent? ; 

gradually recruits and reeover.s its strength. The s of being rather bait of any kind, it is not then j| 

licddock range.*? in widght from 1. to M pound.s. for it ■ easily taken. fish thrive^ in fresh water, and is -i 

li;. . seldom or ever been fofttW more than tlie latter | there said to grow' to double ^le size of tke sal t- water' , 
weight. 'Flu- haddock eaughl on the Irish coast is ! sole. It is in good seasowthronghout the entire yea;^ 
^Mid to he the finest •in flavoil and is highly a pp re- ' with the cxceptitm of the moiith.s of TMwiiaryf 
ciated l\v the epicuiv. ^ j ajid April, I ' 

W hitiu;;. 'Idle w hiting is a, fish so closely assimilated j S/cuh. — Aturali.sts detcrihe nine skate,.; ■ : 

in chaructm* and linliits to the haddock, tlint, wii); f]»e ; alk of wdiielT are easily to be recognised 0|Ofeieiv fi^V 
i*xci‘ption»of not being so timid during stormy w’eather, j rbomhoidal form and (iartilagiiuyis skeletons. * 
tlie same general remarks applj^to^t. 'i'he whiting is j sita, to approaches our shores j|Jid siiaw ns im die cndh, 
in highest condition in No^’emher, Deoemher, ffanuary, j of .Ttfy «» the beginning of August, aftei^*vhich If? 
and Mdu uary ; and during this period it i.s recoin- I retires into (l(?ep wattu’, and in the course of^.vo months. . 


x’om- ! retires into d(?ep water, and iii^the course of^./o months . 
mended to invalids, to whrfn flesh appears nau.scot|s iuRl recovers its strength. As an article is 11 

i^ickening. 'ihe wbitiiy^^hcn nhoii#a foot long, is best cjarcmcly rich and nutritious. . w 

^ adapted for #je table ;jffr^w mlein season, is ^trenioly Ihrring, — The herring, ljy|^aplo food of poor 

- ^ and nutritious, Jiic fish feeding principally on in Bcotlimtl. •and, when ii^rupi conditionfni) less a 
A^he mollusca a^l cr«sfty?ba. ^ favourite w'uli the rilE, d^nands our spdcial^Vtention. 



[VOfSed ;«»«■ ? 


at ittncltttccutate 

^ <jjSi ute^ to bb I 

^ amt the>fj^ the hemii^j 
partis of OUT ribores at tb'li^ly diter- 
^yeir rise to the that thej*' 

Oat. into dee^ wntor near oiir coasts, 
llbjikro ' utmndant of food, or for some 

'^tttpose. , connected yyit^X" their rcicovery* ^>hoals 
^ppoar ou tiie coast of ShetlatRl cibout»the 
■when the Dutcli hshxjBcr conmieiices. 
tbeltaaino i^eriod tlio lierriijiff Jj^^ars in ’great 
0^ thb shorc^^ of Orkney and ffeitlmess, and 
^:«Q e May a small species are caught off 


mos%of the trilic forms a deaf index to their 
condition and st^ of health, aiia thcii* consequent 
fitness for the of mat. ' *■ * # 

— ^ ^ 

^ ‘ ^SONNI>T. 

, BY CALBEU CAMPJJKhIv. 

Ifo seek for infant beauty in the fiehl * 

Wh^o flnnnner flowers their nKtirning fragrance lling; 
The sj^litary gatlHy on the ^ving * -• 

W^li^nes St there; and with a shining shield 
The bee sahites it, pasdng.’ Arums wield 
• T'ffeir scarlet sc^trem glowing 'midst a ring 
Of spicy ave^s, that Jiveet tribute bring »’ 

To scent the coiich where Nature, sun-rcvciilc 1, 


Cradleth it tcpderly with gefttle grace ! 

_ _ . I On iiiountaip^d by stream, in woods, wlicreVi’ 

These latter fish are full of roe and milt in ; The dewy steps ofi’lora man can trace, 

HejTinbs in good season, loo/nre caught j Be sure that infanf beauty nestles there : 
tile CO^'S of Caitliness and Orl^niyfc about the The beauty that is horn without a sound, 
ipCoemti!^. Along the ctasts of Sl^ithcrland, | Starting h^coloui's bright from every flower around ! 

>^S, twid Argylesliircs, herrings appear in great j ^ 

iiibont ^une^ and tliey app|va*’h ,close to the j 

^ A«»nsi On^theso caists, too, ! , , ^ approach ladies without bowing, 

"i tiiwr ^l^ran^ in Novemter, ; , ^ y Y,ick of the head, almost down 

^S^.O^tinuo tul ataut tfie midtfc of January. The „ack-aT,.l they uuccion.oni.a.sly . fte. their baud. 


nOWlMJ JN ENfiLANP. 


of tUe West Hi(^ila,nds of .Scotland arc all more j ,.^5^ constitutes cordiur. it, id replncesour french polite- 

i«}«8« frequentetl hf the herisnpr, hnt stheir iippoaraiicc ! (1,^ of the litdin this wav of lueetiuj: is 

^ ' . - . ' . . 


^ Uuun. liiey t very pretty ; but it i| grossly rude on tlie part of the men 
^^ cawght about the beginning of June in Imcli Fvne : __they have the uif of acting a lady ns they would 
P Long; and it is mainUlned by exiXTienced i approsach ahorse. In rei.'U!Io^r>s wiih the vub,Mr, you lower 

e.mi'erfien that they may be caught in the former loch j yourself by being poliU\ Tf ycni take <11 your Imt on 
M;^Xf|Hlgh0ut the entire year. The herring of Loch Fyno ; entering a'shop, you arc serred* last, aud with bad grace.^ 
long been celebrated for their superior qualit.v, ; Sometimes even you are taVen for a. beggar, aud are 
„j.f^Vt*OCa8ioned^ is supfiosed, by the jX'cuUurly mitritions turned cut of doors, f'r liavc a (icuny offered yoi»# That 
of their food. Off the rivers Tay and ; actually happened to me in a glove shop in Regent Street. 
/Forth, aiew miles from the coast, the Dutch fishermen I — Jules fie IWinan/. [M. .lules de Jhemary must be »i 
V procure excellent herring fii the months of «]uly and | very miserable-looking Prenchman; for v.c Mngli?h are 
'/ Augusts In the Solway Firtli the usual fishing time is j not clnwitable enough to give a permy to a bow unsup- 
pln 80i)tcmber. On the west side of the Isle of Man it | ported by other symptoms of distre-ss.] 

Ip c^menctfs abouf the beginning of the j 

I'fish are said to Im? equal in quality to those of IaicIi ' TahlUhed, in Famv-Odmirai lioanh, Vrir^l.. r^/. 

^ne., IHie coasts of iredand arc visited by iimmuisc I cHAMllERS'S PAPKRS FOR TllK PEOPI.E. 
«ho^.v . * /* .... 

^ /ilic barring ill fact visits the coasts of tlK^'*^>laiids | t xohr.Mt. ix. 

of tlm north (/f Europe at all .sea- | <'o.vtkvt.s:— N»>. Doeorativo Ait lK'niv mul 

year, aud is not influenced by any great j fl‘<^ AUhcmiftH.--r,7. t 1 u> bo:.t i.nini: n 'I hIc i.f ’4o,j--o7{. nui n 
fe|£vn^l!^(l law in its migrations other tliaii that obeyed i IVoiry. — on. The lupH i-ts* ef Afncii, 

_Oth^ have mentioned. As gcnerdi j 'f«*npR*: Tale. — 7J. l-Ui trit' O TMimumiiif u-. lujm': a 

the herrifl|frb best condition, as an %wiSicIe of i ’ ^ , 

wiMSU it isl^approachiug our coasts- probably j . j, , ^ ^ j, ^ j. 

four or five miles fff. llicwoe and unit arc only then ! 
in pte'ss S’ dcAlopmeut, and have not suhtructcl ! 
largely from the strength of tlic inuficiilar fibre. TIic i 
; lietdthy colflition of the fisli, indeed,^ easily to be | 
from the firmnc.ss of b^k and the i 
VnmSSriitc size of its lielly, combiiiedTvitli tho size mfW 
Witjiancy of its scales ; for Avbon out of s^son, thescvl 
scales di*op off, and the body Woraes pal«(j and livid. 

: ^ven after bcdiig ctifcd, ptwsons ac<iuajnted with Jicrring 
selctJt those having large and bn Want scales, being a | xho prenent miiubor of tbc Journal comple<«H thr riftoenth 
UnlflCnnH s.ign of the h^Ithy coifditii^l of tlie cr^jature t volume (new Heriw', for which a title-pago uml index have la-en 
tvlteii cailglii. Hie meje Oiltward appearance indeed i prepared, and may bo had ot'‘'h® pubUahera and their •gcntK. 


' of ttuhllriition. 
f.tin: I 


Tno.st tnistw'onliy inf'»rjrimiofi, ib now in the cour-t 
Jt will he issonl in iiuh ruft n ing to ; 

r.MKin ATJON. 

jVoi'' Jfcadtfy 

AI'.STHAIJA. U. — Ni:W /.KAbANU, f'AUi: of (iO()I> 
IIOPK, Ac. AMRUICA, and r.XiTini ji'TATb.S 

of AMERICA. 1». 
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I lyiuUd and PttbU«hed by AV. and U. CnjUfawne, tMinbtttfl 
‘ 0»a, Amen 







